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It was in the winter of 1848 when first the gold mines
of California were discovered, and men's minds were
excited and filled with the wonderful stories of the
marvellous wealth that could be gained in that far off
The excitement j>roduced on the Atlantic
country.
coast as well as in foreign countries cannot be described.
Thousands from all parts of tlie world started in
search of the new ''Eldorado," believing that there
they would make the fortunes which represented to
them ease, pleasure and happiness.
In December 1848, or January 1849, many in Central
New York were attacked with the California fever.
It was about this time that word came of a company
which was being organized in Auburn, knov/n as the
"
to which every one
"Cayuga Joint Stock Company
of good, fair reputation and standing, could, by enrolling his name and paying in $500, become a member
receiving all the advantages then supposed to be deThe Company was
i-ived from such an association.
with
the
in
accordance
fashion at
prevailing
organized
that time, for mutual interest, protection and profits.
Losses were not counted in as who conld lose in such a
land of gold as we were bound for^ Mr. Abijah Fitch,
of Auburn, acted as our purchasing and disbursing
agent, and too much can not be said in praise of his
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honesty and integrity in purchasing the stores and all
the accessories needed for snch a long voyage. Every
thing was of the best that could be found in the market. The ship, a Baltimore Clipper of five hundred tons,
called the barque, Belvidere, purchased by the advice
of Captain Barney, was the best that could be secured
for the money. It had long been pronounced so unseaworthy that no responsible insurance company
would insure a life that sailed v^dth her.
The organization of the company was not completed
until we arrived in New York, where we met in the
dining-room of the Western Hotel, in Cortland street,
and elected officers for the year. Mr. W. W. Sheppard
was made president, J. H. Stearns, John P. Yawger,
Greorge H. Preston and Edwin Jones were elected directors.
Captain Barney was a member of the association, as were also the two Gardners, the first and secDr. W. A. Grover of Syracuse was our
ond mates.
of association, which were preArticles
physician.
pared by the president, were adopted by the Company
and signed by each member. Believing that they are
an important part of this history, and will prove interesting, I have made a summary of them as follows : —
Tile preamble states that the object of the Company
''is to engage in mining, trading and such other business in the territory of California, and at such other
places as shall be deemed by the Companj^ for the best
interests of the same.''
Article 1st, provides that the officers shall consist of
'
'who shall have the
a president and four directors,
control and management of the business of the Com-

pany."
By Article 3, the president and directors are required on the first Monday in each and every month *'to

CAYUGA JOINT STOCK COMPANY.

127

make a written report of the business and financial
condition of the Company, so far as they shall be able
to do so."
Article 4, provides, that each member shall have the
right at all times to examine the books of the Company,
'
'
to ' 'call any officer to account' and to 'actual inspec
tion of any property or funds.'*
Article 5, reads as follows : — "Each and every member shall faithfully devote his time, his personal services, and his whole energies, except in case of sickness
or other physical inability, to the sole use and benefit
of the Company. But in case there shall be a dividend
of any profits before the the expiration of the term of
this organization, each and every member shall in that
case have the privilege of making any investment of
any such dividends to his own use and profit, provided
the same be limited to one transaction and each member shall not deprive the Company of his time or serAnd no member shall in any case
vices to its injury.
sell
or
speculate on his own account, or enter
bargain,
into any private speculation or traffic in any manner,
unless the same be authorized by the President or di"
rectors.
By Article 6 is provided, that any one can leave the
Company at any time "in case a majority of the members shall so decide, but such majority shall have the
power to prescribe the terms and condition upon which
such members shall be premitted to leave."
Article? is as follows : — ''Each and every member
of the Company shall, unless prescribed by a physician,
or in case of sudden and imminent sickness, abstain
from the use as a beverage of all intoxicating liquors,
and if any member shall become intoxicated, upon
proof thereof, such member shall forfeit for each of-
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the sum of one hundred dollars, nor shall any
member indulge in gambling in any manner whatever.
And if any member shall become unable to labor, or
otherwise to discharge his duties as a member of the
Company, in consequence of indulgence in any vice, he
shall forfeit such a proportion of his interests in the
Company, as the time during which such member shall
be so unable to discharge his duties shall bear to the
entire period of service in the Company.
And the
members of the Company shall have the power to expel by a vote of two-thirds, any member who, through
fence,

drunkenness, gambling or any other vicious excess,
shall jeopardize or endanger the interests of, or render
himself useless to the Company ; and any member so
expelled, shall forfeit not more than one-half, nor less
than one-quarter of his entire interest in the Company,
to be determined by a like vote of two-thirds of the
members.''
Article 8, "If any officer or member shall fraudently
serve, secrete, embezzle or abscond with any funds or
other property of the Company, or be found guilty of
any breach of trust, such otficer or member shall forfeit
his entire interest in the Company, unless by a vote of
two- thirds of the members of the Company, shall impose a penalty other than entire forfeiture and then
such penalty shall be in lieu of the entire forfeiture in
And if any member shall dethis section mentioned.
sert this Company, he shall forfeit his entire interest
in the same. And this Company by a two-thirds vote
of the members, shall for any offence under this section have power, in addition to the penalties or penalty herein imposed, to expel such officer or member
from the Company.
Article 10 provides that "the President and direct-
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expiration of one year, shall declare a dividend of one-qnarter of the net profits,"" and the same
at the end of the second year, and they are enjoined
from making dividends which shall exceed the proportions stated, unless authorized and directed by a unanimous vote of the Company.
Article 11, In case any member shall be taken sick,
such membe^r shall be faithfully attend'^d to. by and at
the expensf" of the Company, and x\i^' interest oi such
member shall in no "wise be affected by such sickness,
"In
unless as in these articl'^s otherwise provided.
case of the death of any member hereof, the x)roportionate interest of such person shall be struck, up to
the time of his death, and duly paid to his heirs, &c."*
Article 12, "Each and every meml)er shall be employed at such business or occupation, and in such
manner as the President and directors may require.""
Article 14, No member shall, during the continuance of the organization, devote his time to labor or
other secular employment, unless in case of necessity,
on the Seventh or Salsbath Day.
Article 15 contains these pi-ovisions, " Nor shall the
president and directors, or anj' members, have authority to make any investment of the funds of the
company in reaJ estate, unless the members of the
company shall authorize rhem so to do b}' a unanimous vote.
Nor shall the said directors, president or
any member, engage in any other business or transactions in behalf, or with the funds of the company,
unless so authorized by a like unanimous vote of the
members.
Article 16 provides "In case there should unfortunately occur any personal difficulties, dissensions and
disputes between any individuals who are members of
ors, at the
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this company, the same shall be referred to the adjudication of the president and directors thereof, who,

after hearing a full statement of the facts on both
and examining witnesses, if necessary, shall
have power to impose a fine of not less than ten nor
over one hundred dollars upon each, either or all of
the parties who have been found guilty of violating
the just rights of any other member.
But such fine
may be remitted or increased by a majority vote of
the company.
Article 17, In case of any violation on the part of
any member, of au}^ article of this association, or any
part thereof, and such member shall render himself
amenable to the company or its officers, charged with
any adjudication herein, and shall refuse to submit to
the determination of the company or its officers, such
member shall be expelled by a vote of the majority,
and upon such terms as the majority shall impose.
Article 18 is in part as follows, '' Upon each and
every dividend, and ni)on the final distribution, each
member shall be entitled to his proportionate and
equal share with every other member in any and all
funds, property or profits belonging to, or which shall
No member of this
hereafter belong to this company.
company shall be entitled to any salary or pay for his
services, aside from nis interest in the company unless
by a vote of two-thirds of the members.
Article 19, The company shall supply each and
every member free from all charges or expense, with
provisions, tents, if required, beds and bedding, medical attendance in case of sickness, and such tools and
utensils as are necessary in the profitable employment
of the members in whatever occupation they may be
engaged. And no charge shall be made against any
sides,
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member for passage out or provisions, or on the return of the vessel belonging to the company.
Article 24, These articles of co-partnership or association shall continue in force for the period of three
years fi-om the date thereof, unless by a vote of at
least nine-tenths of the mem])ers at an annual meetNor shall these
ing it shall be otherwise determined.
articles or covenants be in any wise altered oi- changed
unless by a like vote of at least liiiie-tenths of the
members.
Our cargo consisted of mining tools, provisions for
three years, and quite a large amount of lumber for
The disbursebuilding purposes and merchandise.
ments and receipts of the comijany, as indicated by
my memoranda, were as follows : The shij) and supplies cost $14,716.71 ; drugs and medicines, $500 ;
goods &c.,

$24,235;

commission

$1,710.63;

amount

paid in by members, $3l»,000, showing 78 men. There
Avere in fact 79, but Oapt. Barney did not j^ay as he
was allow^ed $500 for services.
We received for passengers $250.

Each man had an immense sea-chest, in which were
his personal supplies for a three years" absence.
Judging from my own effects, I should say each had
a five years' supply instead of three.
As our ship
was not ready, we were detained some time in New
York, but on the 28th of February about 9 o'clock,
word came that she wonld sail at 11 a. m.
We were
all on board in time, and as we left the pier gave three
cheers for those who had come to add their good
Five of the comwishes to our bright anticipations.
pany remained behind to take the Isthmus route, going ahead as pioneers to survey the ground, and
select the best places. They were W. W. Shejjpard,
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E. L. Finch, Aslier Markliam, Wm. Stark and E.

S.

Sayles.
One of my townsmen, Mr. Alfred Avery of Genoa,
who had manifested much enthusiasm in regard to the
can
enterprise, came to New York to see us off.
still see him, at he stood on the pier, hat in hand, his
gray hair streaming in the wind, bidding us ''Goodbye" and "God Speed."
Of the members of the company but few were personally acqu.ainted. They were true, manly fellows,
with brave hearts, and courage for the new life, and enthusiasm which nothing could daunt. So great was the
anxiety among all classes to go to California that our
sailors were hired at one dollar per month. This amount
was given in order that they should sign the ship's papers, and thus become subject to the laws and regulations of the ship.
D. C. Richardson, G. W. Richardand some other members of the
White,
Lawrence
son,
company, who had previously had experience as sailors, also signed the ship's i^apers, and did service
through the entire voyage. A large portion of the
company assisted in sailing the vessel, and soon became expert seamen ; so much so, that when we
entered port, our ship was brought to anchor, and
sails furled equal to a man-of-war, our captain being
highly comx>limented on the manner in which our ship
entered the port of Callao.
Our passage to quarantine was pleasant. Coming
to anchor about 3 p. m., having to wait for a favorable
wind that would take as, with five or six other vessels,
out to sea. March 2nd, the wind being all that could
be desired, a pilot came on board, the anchor was
raised and we were at last started on our long voyage
to the Pacific coast.
The Avind was blowing hard from
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the north east, and our sail from quarantine to Sandy
Hook was a rapid one. Here the pilot left us, departing amid the hearty cheers given by those on
board.
But I doubt
six hours after liis departure,
a cheer could liave been raised on our ship.
We
were beating into the wind, and the vessel with its
A large
heavy cargo of lumber, rolled fearfully.
number of the chests between deck, broke from their
lashings, and were sliding and tumbling in all directions.
The confusion and noise were indescribable.
When we left the Hook all were on deck, feeling happy and jolly, each asking the other who would be the
first to succumb to sea sickness.
It came quickly to
all excei:>t tAvo of us.
On each side of the vessel next to the bulwark,
were lashed some heavy spars, which Avere made a
convenient place for sitting, being just high enough so
that
person could put his head on top and look into
the sea. In a very few hours seventy odd men were
row on the leeward side of the vessel,
seated in
looking into the sea, and acting as near alike, and in
concert, as xJt>ssible.
As night approached, one and
another of the poor fellows made their way to their
staterooms, some trying to joke and smile, others mad
to think they were sick, and many in tears. One
gentleman from Auburn exclaimed in his misery,
leave home
who had so good a
Oh why did
home
Why does not the captain run into some of
It unnecessary to menthese ports along here ^"
tion that the ports wished for wei'e many miles distant.
We received during the iiist day two alarms, one
nai-row escape from collision with an outward
being
bound vessel, the other, that of tire, caused by the
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bursting of a barrel (^f coal tar. which had broken
Much dissatisfaction was felt at
from its lashings.
first from the manner in which the provisions were
served until we were organized into "'messes," when
all difficulties seemed to vanish. Each "mess" was
composed of twelve men, except one, and that was
made up of one man, possessed of such an insatiable
appetite that no one would venture to mess with him.
T will not mention his name, but every man in tlie
company, now living, will at once recognize him.
We '' spoke" many ships on our way, receiving
On the 30th of March,
from all a hearty recognition.
we sighted the Cape de Verde islands, and though we
did not leave the ship, the sight of land was very
AVh had the long wished for opportunity
pleasant.
of sending, through a fishing party, near one of the
islands, our first letters to the friends at home. The
Sth of April we struck the trade winds.
Our Sunwere
a
of
the
time
quietly,
part
passed
occupied
days
with religious services, A. C. Hall, of Auburn, addressing us often on the evils of intemperance and
swearing.
The 16th of April we had what might be termed a
family row on a large scale ; Captain Barney, who was
very sensitive and quick to take offence, had heard
some criticisms by members of the company in regard
Recalled the company '' aft" on
to his management.
the quarter deck, and gave us a speech, threatening
that unless apologies were made and he was sustained
by the company, he would take the ship into Rio Janeiro and deliver her over to the consul.
After much
talk, and some high words, a vote was taken, and the
This quieted the waters for the
captain sustained.
time being.
We were very much like a large family;
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would occur, and two or tliree times it required a vote of the whole company to quiet matters
and keep peace.
On the 14th of May we had the heaviest gale of the
I was
voyage, — many seas breaking over the vessel.
awakened about midnight by a lurch of the ship, and
by the voice of the third mate telling me, that if I
wished to see a regular "buster'' to turn out. and
I could not stay there very long, as
come on deck.
But
every sea made a clean sweep over the ship.
there was no more rest that night, as we were all ocWe were
cupied in keeping a horizontal position.
much interested in the strange birds that w^e sometimes succeeded in catching.
One called the "Nellie"
was about as large as a turkey. An albatross that we
caught was about three times as large as a goose.
The bill w^as from four to six inches in length, and
It measured from tip to tip of
crooked at the end.
its wings, eleven feet.
The 3rd of May we made the Falkland islands :
They are said to
they are large, but with lo\v lands.
have been settled by an English colony, but after the
settlers became pirates, they were dispersed by an
American man-of-wa]-. The islands abound in wild
horses, cattle, bears and sea elephants, and all species
of sea-birds.
The winds were contrary, the sea runmountains
ning
high, and we drifting with the wind.
On the 1st of June we had our iirst snow storm.
It was cold, unpleasant and disi3iriting. About eighty of us collected together in the hold of the old ship
\\ ithout a lire, and hardly suttlcient light to read by.
When tlie cold became too intense we sought the
warmth of our berths.
For about a month we made
Time was passed in playing cards, chess.
no progress.
diflferences
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reading and arguing on the articles in the constitution of the company.
We were now in latitude 57%
longitude 75", and June 21st Avas our shortest day,
being only five and a half hours long, the sun rising
above the horizon only 8^".
On June !23rd, we could
congratulate ourselves on having at last rounded Cape
Horn, and were now running from four to six knots
an hour.
We celebrated the 74th anniversary of America's
The Stars
independence by firing guns and pistols.
and Stripes were fastened to our masts, and fiying in
the wind.
The order of exercises for the day w^ere,
1st, prayer by E. A. Mills ; 2nd, singing by the whole
company ; 3rd, music by the band ; 4th, reading of
the Declaration of Independence ; 5th, oration by H.
G. Hall ; singing by the whole company ; 7th, music
by the band. Last but not least, dinner, which comIt will be
prised all the luxuries the ship afforded.
noticed that we had "music by the band."
It consisted of members of the company, and was something
to be proud of. The musicians were W. J). Farrand,
violinist ; Lawrence White, cornet ; L. H. Fenner,
trombone ; H. T. (Iraves, fiute ; Chas. H. Stewart,
tambourine ; G. W. Richardson, triangle ; M. L. RemWe were much indebted to them,
ington, clarionet.
for in that long wearisome voyage their music contributed in various ways to our happiness
When we
reached San Francisco, our band played in the streets,
and drew a large and enthusiastic audience.
We were
informed that it was the first band ever heard in the
It was frequently employed
streets of San Francisco.
occasions,
and
and received from $50
on festive
public
to $75 for its services.
On the 29th of July we sailed into the harbor of
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Callao, and for the iirst time in live months set foot
The ground seemed to rock to and fro, rendering it impossible for us to walk without staggering.
Everything looked new and strange. Lying in the
open air. we saw great piles ol wheat and different
kinds of merchandise.
Upon inqniiy we learned that
it never rained here. Aronnd the docks were stalls
with all kinds of tropical fruits for sale, oranges, bananas, etc,, etc. The people were a dark and miserable set of beings. The streets were ver}^ irregular,
The houses
but well i)aved, as also were the walks.
of
one
in
and
built of
wei'e generally
story
height,
The markets were most tempting
mud and cement.
sailor,
well paved, with fountains, and
for a hungry
on land.

delicious fruits.
After exploring the town we started on an investigating tour through the country, where half a mile
from town we came to a large monument with a cross

It

was said to have been the spot ^^■here a
Peruvian man-of-war was thrown up at the time of
the great earthquake in 1715. which also destroyed
old Callao, sinking part, and flooding the rest.
In
company with an American, who had resided there
six years, we explored the ruins, where we found
arches of many of the cliurches, and remains of
houses.
One morning, anotlier and myself started to walk
to Lima, a city six miles distant.
We found the road
a very good one, from four to six rods in width, with
Tha sand made the walkinga low wall on each side.
laborious, but there were many restaurants where we
could rest. The road was crowded with peoj)le going
and coming, some on horses, others on mules. Within two miles of the city, the roads were bordered by
on top.
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side-paths, beautil'ul gardens, with seats for weary
travelers, and fruit trees.
We passed unnoticed by
the sentinels at the gate, and entering Lima, found it
Many of the houses were
very much like Callao.
only one story in height, though there were some line
residences. The cathedrals were very beautiful, decorated in the richest manner with gold and silver.
We went fi-om the cathedral to the president's palace
(a remarkably hne building), where we saw the president, who greeted us xevy politely.
We visited the
markets,
museums,
and Peruvian
cotton factories,
Library, which contained at that time more than 20,000 volumes.
The people were hner looking than ai
Callao.
We could not form a judgment of the ladies,
for all that we could see of their features was one eye,
the rest of the face being closely veiled.
We returned to Callao the next day.
On August 7th. we lifted anchoi-, and bade adieu to
old Peru, starting again with a good wind for CalifoJ'nia. After our little dissipation in Peru we had no
money left : ^ve were obliged to sell some of the extra
spars, which in order to avoid duty, were lowered
over the sides of the ship during the night, being
tow^ed away by the ships which bougiit them.
We
did not feel our poverty, for were we not bound for
the land of gold i Our time was now occujjied in
making tents, gold- washers, etc., in anticipation of
our new life.
We w^ere troubled now with sickness,
as a result of our holiday on land, and one of our
number, Walter W. Tuttle, of Auburn, died very unIt Avas our first death, and expeexpectedly to us all.
rience of burial at sea. He was a true and manly
fellow, esteemed by us all, and his death cast a heavy
There was a singular incident
gloom over the ship.
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The day before his
connected with tliat sad event.
death a very handsome black bird, aliout the size of a
dove, came and lit on the combings of tlie main hatch
Avithin a few feet of where poor Tut tie was lying, and
remained there all the afternoon, permitting itself to
be handled by any one who came along.
Just before
rose,
and making a circle around the ship, lit
dark it
on the fore-top gallant yard, where it remained until
a few minutes after he died, when it Hew away, and
was not seen again.
An incident happened at this time which afforded
us not a little amusement.
One of the party, W. T).
Farrand, who afterwards figured somewhat prominently at Peru, was an expert with the boxing gloves.
One day, while sparring with others on deck, he challenged the Kev. Mr. Godfrey to put on the gloves and
After much persuasion, Mr. Grodfrpy actry him.
the
After receiving several hits
cepted
challenge.
from Farrand he became somewhat excited, and letting out his long arm gave Farrand a blow on th»^
nose which floored him, ''and the subsequent }»'oceedThe time seemed very
ings interested him no more."
long noAv, and we waited impatiently for tlie end of
our journey.
We were delayed three weeks by calms
and head winds, but on the 8tli day of October, after
being over seven months, or 212 days, on shipboard,
we entered with loud cheers the Golden Gate of California.
When we arrived in San Francisco, the company
Avas out of funds, and we all went ashore seeking
work, which each man found for himself, turning the
avails into the common fund.
The day laborers received $1 j)m- hour.
Some were quick and successful
others not so ; a few indicating that labor was not the
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first thing tliey wislied for, but they were most willing
to a^ssist in spending money.
Our tents were placed
on the shore, men being left to care for them, and attend to the cooking.
We worked in this way several
weeks, coming to our meals at the camp, until funds
Then a mining party, consisting
liad accumulated.
of nineteen men, was organized to go to Stockton, on
the way to the Mariposa mines. We took the long
boat which could carry ten tons of freight, tilled her
with tents, camp eqidpages and provisions sufficient
for a winter's supply, and started in a whale boat
towing tlie long boat. The voyage was very tedious,
as much of the time v/e were comjielled to use the
A few nights we were unable to land, and had
oars.
On
to remain in our boats, resting as best we could.
arriving at Stockton we hired a train of mules to pack
us in to the mines, paying freight at the rate of fifty
cents per pound, everything being carefully weighed.
The price at that time seemed immense, to us, not being used to it.
Our march to the Mariposa mines was a long one.
We were detained for day or two l)y the floods on
Here we had great fun catching
the Stanislaus river.
salmon, which were plainh* to be seen going up the
river by the thousands. We shot them and killed
Those speared by the Indians,
them with clubs.
ten
or
twelve
pounds, were sold for ten cents
weighing
out of
found my first gold, picking
Here
apiece.
the rocks mth my jack-knife.
After leaving the Stanislaus we Journeyed through
rough hilly country, often with nothing but mule
trail for guide. Once, while passing around mountain, one of the mules, on which was packed a barrel
of pork, missed his footing and went rolling down the
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mountain until brought to a standstill by some trees.
After unpacking the mule, and working the barrel of
pork up to the trail, we repacked it, the mule not being harmed in the least. On our arrival at the Maril)osa mines, we encamped on a side hill, dividing into
squads of four, each squad looking out for itself, and
G. L. Mead, of Splinter Hill,
finding its own work.
near Moravia, was the hunter of the party, being very
successful in supplying us viith venison, etc. Every
thing in the eatable line being very expensive, costing
one dollar per pound, excepting venison, which cost 25
cents, and Sxjanish beef whicli was 50 cents.
At one
time we weighed out in gold 81*25 for 100 lbs. of
Hour. Potatoes were not to be had at any price.
We remained in the mines, being faii'l y successful,

We then )>roke canqj, hiring mules of
until spring.
the Ithaca company to pack our baggage and provisions
dov^ii to the junction of the San Joaquin and Mercede
rivers,

where we expected our boats to meet us.
Finding on our arrival at the mouth of the Mercede,
that our boats were not there, one of the party swam
the river so as to reach the ferry, which was on the
The ferry boat carried us across the
San Joaquin.
Mercede, where we waited for our boats. But as they
did not come, our party divided, part resolving to
wait, the rest buying two horses and going to San
Francisco, by the way of Pachaker's Pass and San
Jose. Our party made the pass in one day's travel,
which was thirty miles, if my memory serves me
right. This was the first and last time my strength
failed me. I was compelled to lie down on the plains,
waiting until the party liad gone to the ranch, unHowever,
packed the horses, and came back for me.
the next morning found me strong as usual, and in

142

CAYUGA JOINT STOCK

COMPANY.

advance of tlie party. We had to camp in the rain,
with only our oil blankets to protect us. One part of
the way we had to march through water eighteen or
twenty inches in depth. It was a most disagreeable

trip.
On our arrival at San Francisco, we found a sorr}^
looking company of men. Mnny were sick with the
fever, some had died, quite a number had left the
company, and had gone into business for themselves,
among whom were Captain Barney and the Gardners.
Only part of the company went to the mines, the balance remained in San Francisco through the winter,
and labored in various ways ; some at their trades,
some in the mint, some as day laborers.
They had
come from all professions and conditions of life, and
they could do everything from preaching to horse
stealing.
Let no one draw unfavorable conclusions from this
statement.
The members of the company were (with

a few exceptions) true, noble, wholesouled fellows —
but it would be a marvel if there should not be found

black sheep in a flock of seventy-nine which
had been brought together as we were.
Three buildings were erected by the company, with
material which we carried with us. We lost one, as
we shall iind through defect of title.
One of the others was rented as a hotel.
Those who were in the city
lived in the other and made it headquarters.
As
much
one
this
sickness,
part of
building
there was
Mr.
was used as a hosjDital for the sick members.
eviJohn Choate had charge of it. It soon became
dent that, as a ''Company'' we were not a success, and
the feeling was unanimous that we must disband.
This was delayed until the annual meeting, when the
some
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votes stood decidedly in favor of it. Parties were selected to dispose of, and see to tlie property as far
J. H. Stearns,
as possible, dividing the same equally.
one or two others and myself were selected to attend
We sold all that was valuable beto the business.
the
to
stripping her of her rigging, and
ship,
longing
It was hauled
disposing of her at auction for $2,o()<).
and
a
of.
made
storehouse
Afterward,
in
the
mud,
up
I have been told, she was cut down to low water
mark, filled in with sand, and became the foundatiori
of a large brick store.
Before the ship sailed from New York we invested
some .$15,000 or »>20,000 in lumber, spars, beef, pork,
boots and shoes, iron and molasses, which were taken
with the expectation that large profits would be made
Marvellous stories were told
when sold in California.
and published of the fearfid prices everytliing brought
in the land of gold. We did do well on some of our
purcliases, but our anticipations of making a fortune
on our investments were not realized.
Part of the
1 umbel' was used in a building which was erected on a
lot, of which we were subsequently dispossessed, thus
It will be reproving a dead loss to the Company.
membered that we paid for the shij) and its suj)plies
about $15,000, hence in selling the ship for $2,500, another serious loss was sustained.
In view of these facts it will not be wondered at
that the "Cayuga Joint Stock Company" was not a
financial success.
Eacli member paid in $500 when
Two dividends were made
the company was formed.
in the spring of 1850, one of $208 and one of $70.92.
We had then some real estate unsold.
This was
in
placed
charge J. H. Stearns to sell. I do not remember what we realized from the sale of the real es-
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sure that the last dividend was small,

As soon as the Company dissolved, new combinations were formed, the parties leaving immediately
for the mines. Some remained in the cit,y, and obtained employment in the mint.
Our party consisting
of Timothy L. Barkei- of Auburn, Vohiey Hughitt
and John T. Rundal of Genoa, and myself, located on
Bear river, and remained there several months. Then
we moved down to a place on the Big Auburn ravine,
called Ophir. three miles from Auburn.
While we were on Bear liver we used the " cradle,"
which has recently been described in the Century, but
is the rudest and
it was slow, laborious work.
simplest of all machines employed for the se^jaration
of gold from the gravel, through which it is distributed. It embodies, in a small way, nevertheless, all
the essential features of the more elaborate machine
For a day's
used in other forms of placer mining."
labor each man was expected to wash one hundred
pails of dirt, not regarding it as paying unless it
yielded six to eight cents per pail. After coming
down to the Auburn ravine, where few were working
as the ravine was dry on the surface, we found that a
claim, as it was called, consisted of fifteen square feet
This ravine had been and was a sort of
for each man.
camping ground for those who had been during the
summer or dry season, working on the rivers, and
who, during the winter or wet season, came back to
the ravine, where there was plenty of water on the
While here, we adopted the "Long Tom,"
surface.
could accomplish much more than by
we
by which
the ''cradles," it paying us to go over the same
ground we had worked with the cradles.

"It
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As I have stated, a claim was but fifteen feet square.
This was miner" s law, and held good by the courts, or
Alcaldes, which answered for our Justice of the
Peace.

As a meeting of the mineis could be called at any
time to change the law, we concluded to call one and
So many miners had returned to
enlarge our claims.
the rivers, but few gathered at the nppointed place,
after the notice was posted.
Wt easily enlarged
claims, giving to each man sixty feet up and down the
stream, and on each side as far as high water mark.
Having staked our claims before the meeting was
called, we had secured a fair portion of good payingground, which was on a long wide bar, and at the foot
of a rocky canon. We dug a trench across the stream
to the bed rock, within 160 feet of this canon, filling
it in mth closely packed surface dirt, taken from the
valley near by. This made a tight water-proof dam,
Then we
causing the water to come to the surface.
built another dam from three to four feet in height, so
that during the night a sufficient quantity of water
would collect to run our "Long Tom" through the
As soon as ours proved a success, dams were
day.
constructed along the entire ravine, giving to all work
for both summer and winter.
When our winter friends returned, they found the
claims enlarged and the ground occupied.
They made
a few efforts to jump our claims, but used no violence,
for it was miner's law, and they had to submit.
We
worked every day, unless it rained, from sunrise to
sunset, excepting Sundays, when we did our marketing and washing, this not being considered as working.
When we first came to Ophir we lived in tents, cook-
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ing outside by a stump or log. Becoming dissatisfied
we finally bought a log cabin, with a canvas roof and
Missouri chimney.
It was situated in a small valley
surrounded by low lying hills, and near a cold spring
of never failing water. The low, v/ide-branching oak
trees scattered here and there, with the green lawn,
marred by no underbrush, reminded us strongly of
It was
the luxuriant apple orchards of the states.
in,
and here we were
truly a pleasant place to live
visited by a great many Cayuga county people, many
of whom remained in our camp until they could obThe town of Ophir was but a
tain a good position.
It was like many other Calishort distance from us.
fornia towns, small, with two hotels, two gambling
houses, plenty of supply stores, and some residences.
Gambling was as public as the selling of goods and
As all stores sold whiskey, they became
groceries.
a general rendezvous for the gamblers, who did nothing but drink, gamble, and occasionally tight. Miners
they studiously avoided.
I remember one day, being in a store purchasingapples and supplies, hearing a great noise up the
street, I looked out and saw from ten to fifteen gamblers rush excitedly out of the gambling houses, each
with a revolver in his hand, and all threatening to
shoot. I hurried around the corner of the store and
cautiously looked out to see the fun. It happened,
did not think
however, that there was no shooting.
until it was all over that the house behind which
was so safely concealed, had only canvas sides and
that I might as well have been on the street as behind
as far as safety was concerned.
was one of
man
One time
lynch jury in trying
he
was
found
sentenced
to
for robbery.
Being
guilty

I

a

a

I

it,

I
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jury intending to thorongtily frighten
him and obtain a confession and the gold, but not to
take his life. Not securing either gold or confession
we released him, giving him so many hours to leave
the ravine.
Not going, he was retaken near the town,
and received a severe whij^ping on the bare back.
There was no question but rhat he committed the robbery, taking from an old man all his hard earned
money, amounting to $400, which I am glad to say
was made up to him again by contributions of the
miners.
Generosity was a never failing characteristic. If a man was sick, needy or in want, there was
no difficulty in raising funds to assist him. all classes
For instance, there was
giving freely and willingly.
one poor fellow, a Cayuga county man, who had been
at our camp for many weeks sick, and indeed was
nothing but a skeleton of his fonner self. Finally he
made up his mind to come home if he could obtain
the money.
He started on a begging tour through the
town, raising before night sufficient money to take
him home as a cabin passenger. The result was he
found it so profitable that he went into it as a speculation. After obtaining several hundred dollars he
started for home, but only reached the isthmus where
he died.
We gave little attention to our dress, wearing only
the plainest, our better clothing being left in San
At one time, having been appointed a delFrancisco.
a
to
county convention, the question arose
egate
whether
should go in my mining suit or store
The
latter being determined upon as the
clothes.
most fitting, I was puzzled to know where to find
them, but at last decided that the only way was to
borrow from one and another until the suit was combe hung, the

I
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was obliged to call upon five different parties
plete.
before my outfit was entirely satisfactory.
remained in the big Auburn ravine until my return home in 1853.
Barker left our party a year before. Rundell and Hughitt also returned to the
states.
Rundell afterwards crossed the plains with a
drove of cattle, becoming very successful on a ranch.
I know of no one in our party who became suddenly
rich, or who made a fortune in three or four years.
We shall find that some of those who started with us
have never returned, some have died and others have
"wandered into far distant countries.
Little do people realize, in these days, when one
week of travel will carry them to the " Golden Gate,"
how, but a few years ago, there was no great system
of railways with all their facilities for ease and comfort, but that weeks, even months must elapse before
they reached the promised land.
It is now thirty-^our years since the Belvidere sailed
out of the harbor of New York with her hopeful adventurers.
If today there should be a roll-call of the seventynine who joined the Cayuga Joint stock company,
twenty-nine at least would be reported dead. They
are Walter W. Tattle, D. G. Richardson, George H.
White, Asa Strong, Capt. Samuel Barney, James F.
Cain, Wm. Everts, D. C. Lum, S. B. Wooden, Geo
H. Preston, Robert Y. Patty, Jas. W. Ells, Wm.
Jenkins, J. C. Nelson, Moses W. Lyon, Asher Markham, E. A. Mills, Volney Hewitt, A. F. Phelps, T. F.
Greves, Henry Fitch, Charles H. Stewart, N. S. Benson, Charles Shepj)ard, S. A, Page, John T. Rundell,
and P. W. Fisher of the Cayuga boys, and Edwin
FiftyJones and H. D. Allen of Wayne county.

I
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Of
three of the company were from Cayuga county.
these, only seven are known to be living in our midst,
as follows : John Clioate, G-. W. Richardson and
Lawrence White of Auburn, John P. Yawger of
Mentz, H. C. Hall of Aurelius, S. D. Mills of Weedsport and Weston A. Ogden of Kings Ferry. Two
others are known to be residing in the state, the president, W. W. Sheppard, at Waverly, and Nelson
Fitch at Albany. Franklin Holmes is in Wisconsin,
G. L. Mead in Deadwood, N. S. Clark in Illinois and
Oscar J). Munson in Denver.
Eighteen, if living, are
in California and Oregon. They are J. H. Stearns, W.
S. Lyon, J. G. Kellogg, R. Forbush, Jr., John B.
Stowe, E. S. Sayles, Chas. H. Moss, T. M. Gardner,
M. Hering, G. K. Godfrey, H. T. Graves, A. J. Haight,
M. L, Remington, Edward G. Stearns, T. M. Barker,
Wm. Stark, J. W. Jenkins and Dr. W. A. Grover.
Of the remaining eighteen nothing is known by the
writer. They are A. W. Stratton, W. D. Farrand, S.
D. Suits, Daniel Krim, Josiah Davis, N. Barnes, A.J.
Travis, Charles S. Putnam, W. M. Eddy, Eugene L.
Finch, G. W. Tallman, Thomas Hunter, Benj. D.
Stevens, A. B. Northrup, L. Mason, M. B. Scott,
John H. Gantley, L. F. Fenner and Coffin Gardner.
I have said that it is thirty-four years since the ' ' ForIt is a long period
ty-niners" sailed in the Belvidere.
in the life of an individual.
We were boys then, with our hearts filled with
bright dreams and golden hopes. But now gray hairs
and failing sight, and many other signs remind us
that youth has long since passed. These thirty-four
years have been eventful in the world's history. Wonderful have been the changes in our own country.
And when the historian shall record them, and trace
out the agencies which contributed to their develop-
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ment, it will be found that the gold mines and the
gold miners of California wei-e important factors.
List of members of the Cayuga Joint Stock Com-

pany :
Auburn — Wm. W. Sheppard, lawyer ; Wm. Stark,
blacksmith ; J. H. Stearns, hardware dealer ; T. L.
Barker, merchant clerk ; George H. White, bookbinder ; A. Strong, baker ; Lawrence White,
harness
maker ; Franklin Holmes, painter ; J. W. Jenkins,
mason ; John Choate, tinsmith ; Chas. H. Stewart,
merchant clerk ; M. W. Lyon, moulder ; George W.
Richardson, cabinet-maker ; DeWitt C. Richardson,
cal)inet-maker ; Nelson Fitch, merchant clerk ; Henry
Fitch, merchant clerk ; A. J. Haight. jeweller ; J. C.
Nelson, carpenter : W. S. Lyon, merchant ; J. G. Kellogg, merchant ; T. P. Grieves, book-binder ; Hiram
T. Graves, nursery-man ; R. Forbush, Jr., cabinetmaker ; H. C. Hall, book-dealer ; Oscar D. Munson,
dentist ; Wm. W. Tuttle, carpenter ; G. K. Godfrey,
carpet-dealer ; J. W. Ells, printer ; N. S. Benson,
mason ; Wm. Jenkins, tailor.
Genoa — H. S. Clark, Mexican service ; M. L. Remington, machinist ; W. A. Ogden, farmer and speculator ; D. C. Lum, carpenter ; S. B. Woodin, merchant
clerk ; N. Barnes, farmer ; John Rundle and Volney
Hewitt, farmers.
Moravia — G. L. Meade, farmer.
Weedsport — J. F. Cain, merchant clerk ; F. Mills,
tinner ; Wm. Evarts, j)ainter ; S. D. Suits, merchant
clerk ; S. K. Page, sailor ; Daniel Krim, sailor ; SamD. Mills, tinner.
Springport — John P. Yawger, farmer.
Aurelius — Chas. Moss, farmer.
Port Byron— Wm. D. Farrand, painter ; G. W.
Tallman,

mariner.
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Conquest — Thos. Himter, farmer.
Cato — Captain Samuel Barney, farmer, fonnerly
whaleman.
Sennett — A. F. Phelps, fanner.
Wayne County — E. S. Sayles, Little Sodus, hotel
keeper : E. L. Finch, Clyde, carpenter ; Ed. Jones,
Ch^de, druggist clerk ; George H. Preston, Red Creek,
merchant ; Robt. W. Petty, Little Sodus. farmer ; H.
D. Allen, Lyons, merchant clerk ; John B. Stow,
Clyde, merchant clerk ; A. W. Stratton, Clyde, carpenter.
Onondaga County — Chauncey A. Markham, assayer ; W. A. Grove, physician, of Syracuse ; Wm. M.
Eddy, Jordan, hardware clerk ; P. W. Fisher, tinner ;
M. D. Scott, cooper ; J. D. Travis, of Jordan, Benj.
D. Stevens, shoemaker, of Elbridge ; Josiah Davis,
Elbridge, grave stone cutter ; A. B. Northrup, Elbridge, clothier ; Mark Herring, Marcellus, paper
maker.
Ludlowville, Tompkins count}' — L. F. Fenner, tailor.
Utica — Chas. S. Putnam, cabinet maker, N. Y. city,
Ed. G. Stearns, milkman, John H. Gantley, shipchandler.
Canton — Leonard Mason, merchant.
Factory ville, Tioga Co. — Chas. Sheppard, farmer
and artist.
Nantucket — Jared M. Gardner, tirst mate ; Coffin
Gardner, second mate ; farmers, formerly whalemen.
Sailors who were employed by the company — Henry Swain, third mate, Nantucket ; Levi Courtright,

Red Creek ; Messrs. Johnson, New York city ; Cain,
Weedsport ; Hopkins, New York : Rockwell, Amsterdam ; Huntington, N. Y. ; cook, Mr. Reed, N. Y.
Ladies, passengers — Mrs. Barney, Mrs. Swain. Mrs.
Gardner, Mrs.

Mills and daughter.

