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Note:  The Pearson family is connected with ours through the marriage of John Hutchinson (1) 

and Elizabeth, daughter of the second Robert Pearson, in 1730, [See pg. 45]. 

(I) Robert Pearson, an English Quaker, born in Yorkshire in 1630, immigrated to the colony 

of West New Jersey in or about the year 1680, and settled on the northerly bank of Crosswicks 

Creek, in that part of “Yorkshire Tenth” which in 1683, became the township of Nottingham in 

the county a Burlington, and is now Hamilton Township, Mercer County, NJ.  The earliest 

mentioned I find of him is January 22, 1683, when “Mahlon Stacy, of Nottingham, at the falls of 

Delaware, in the province of New West Jersey in America, yeoman,” conveyed to Robert Pearson 

of Crosswicks Creek in the said Province and Planter, Jersey, the value of 6 pounds,” 100 acres 

of land, “lying within the first tenth, commonly called the Yorkshire tenth, upon a certain creek 

commonly called Crosswicks Creek, in the Province aforesaid,” etc. [2813].  Robert Pearson 

subsequently acquired other lands, adjoining northerly to the above, namely; 100 acres from 

Thomas Lambert, for £10, March 13, 1685, [2784]; 100 acres from Matthew Watson, for £8, 

December 28, 1690, [2815]; 240 acres from Isaac Smalley for £12, May 16, 1693, [2816, 2499]; 

500 acres from John Hutchinson of Hutchinson’s Manor, £20, February 20, 1696, [2846]; and 312 

acres from John Snowden, for £32, September 26, 1698, [2851].  He also held 1/32 of a propriety 

in Yorkshire Tenth, which she bought of Samuel Oldale, of Bristol, PA, for £5, 10th month 

(December) 29, 1702, [2971].  He appears to have been a man of moderate means at the time 

of his arrival here, and to have invested in accumulations in land as his circumstances improved, 

until his possessions extended from his residence on Crosswicks Creek to the Trenton Road 

though the present village and Hamilton Square, a part of it extending easterly to or near the 

Province line, [See Map, Book 1, pg. 107).  In 1703, he was taxed in Nottingham for 1350 acres 

of land, but he probably owned a good deal more than that, for land was cheap, and our 

forefathers gave good measure.  He appears first in the affairs of Nottingham, February 2, 1688, 

when he was chosen constable “in the place of John Milsford, dismissed,” February 20, 1693.  

William Watson being chosen constable, it is recorded that “he hath hired Robert Pearson and 

the Court attests him.”  He and John Milsford were overseers of the highways in that year, and 

no other township officers are mentioned.  He was constable and 1694, overseer of highways in 

1697, and was chosen to assess the county tax in 1703.  He died March 27, 1704, at the age of 

74 years, and is buried in what afterwards came to the known as the Pearson Burying Ground at 

White House, or, as it is now called, Pearsonville.  He left a will, of which the following is a copy;  

“The 22nd day of the first month, March, 1703/4, whereas I, a Robert Pearson, of the Town 

of Nottingham and County of Burlington, and the Western division of Nova Cesaria, yeoman, 

being at this present weak in body but of good and perfect memory, blessed by God, do make 

this my last will and testament in manner and form following, revoking all other wills and 

testaments here-  
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tofore by me made.  And first, considering the frailty of human life and the changeableness of all 

human possessions, and reposing of my whole trust and confidence that through faith in the 

merits of the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, at the last day to obtain repentance, remission of 

sins and finally eternal salvation of body and soul, with the glorification in the world everlasting.  

Imprimus, I give and bequeath unto Katherine, my dear and beloved wife, full equal undivided 

moyety[?] or half part of all my goods, lands and chattels into two parts to be equally divided, 

and I give and by these presents bequeath to all my silver, monies, credits, sum or sums of money 

or specialty or other testification whatsoever to her, the said Katherine during her life natural, 

and after her decease to my son Robert, his heirs and all assigns forever, and all the rest of my 

estate both real and personal, not bequeathed to my wife, I give to my son Robert Pearson, his 

heirs and assigns forever.  And I do hereby nominate and appoint my wife Katherine, and my son 

Robert Pearson, and William Emley of Nottingham, the joint executors of this my last will and 

testament.  Witness my hand and seal the day and year above said, 1703/4. Robert Pearson(his 

mark).” 

Witnessed by Thomas Tindall (his mark), Ann Watson, John Abbot. 

 “And lastly the codicil to this last will and testament, I had further to wit, I give and 

bequeath to William Emley 50 schillings, in satisfaction for his services and assistance.  Robert 

Pearson (his mark).” Witnessed by Thomas Wood (his mark), Thomas Tindall (his mark), Samuel 

wright. Proved April 24, 1704, [2056]. 

Katherine Pearson was probably much younger than her husband, who was 56 years old 

when Robert (2), their only child, was born, March 11, 1686.  Whether they were married here 

or in England is not known.  She died March 19, 1715, and was also buried in the Pearson Burying 

Ground at White Horse.  The original stones which marked the graves of Robert and Katherine, 

and which had been seen and their inscriptions read by persons who were still living in recent 

years, mysteriously disappeared, and a few years ago others were erected in their stead.  The 

late Joseph Pearson Gill, a great-great-grandson, who remembered these missing stones very 

well, gave me the following as his recollection of the inscription on that of Robert; “Here lies the 

body of Robert Pearson, who emigrated to this county from Yorkshire, England, in the year 1680; 

Born 1630; Died 1704.”  Katherine Pearson also left a will, as follows;  

“Know all men these presents, that I, Catherine Pearson, of Nottingham in the county of 

Burlington, within the Western division of Nova Cesaria, widow, being weak in body but of sound 

a perfect memory, blessed be God for the same, considering the uncertainty of all transitory 

things and that all must yield unto death when it pleases God call, making this my last will and 

testament in manner and form following, revoking all other 
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will or wills by me made, and this only taken and for my last will.  I commit my soul into the hands 

of God Almighty and his dear son Jesus Christ through whom I do assuredly believe and hope to 

be saved, in my body I commit to the earth to be buried in a decent and Christian manner as my 

Executor hereafter named shall see meets and convenient, and after my funeral expenses or all 

defrayed and paid, and all other just debts which I owe to any person or persons whatsoever be 

justly paid, I give and bequeath as follows.  Imprimis, I give and bequeath unto my grand-

daughter, Catherine Pearson the sum of £50 money and nine schillings and two pence per ounce, 

to be paid to her at the age of 21 years, and also one chest and trunk.  Item, I give and bequeath 

and to my three grand-daughters, vis.  Mary, Elizabeth and Rachell Pearson, £20, money 

abovesaid, to each and every of them, as they shall attain the full age of 21 years, and if any of 

them should die before the said age of 21 years, that then her or their parts or share shall go to 

the rest surviving sisters, equally to be divided.  Item, I give and bequeath unto John Milborne 

the sum of 40 shillings, money abovesaid.  Item, I give and bequeath unto Martha Clayton the 

sum of 20 schillings, money abovesaid, and all the rest of my estate, be it what it will or 

wheresoever found, I give unto my beloved son Robert Pearson, who might make sole executor 

of this my last will and testament, giving him full power and absolute authority by these presents 

for the true execution thereof.  In witness whereof, I, and said Catherine Pearson, and hereunto 

set my hand and seal this 14th day of March, in the year of our lord, Anno Domini, 1714/15.  

Catherine Pearson (her mark).” 

Witnessed by John Rogers, Thomas Kinge, William Emley.  Proved April 11, 1715, [2057]. 

(II) Robert Pearson, who was the only child of Robert (1) and Catherine, born March 11, 1686, 

was 18 years old at the time of his father’s death, in 1704.  He married July 25, 1706, Elizabeth 

Tindall, daughter of Thomas and Isabel Tindall, who then lived on a tract of 460 acres just of 

White Horse, and on the easterly line of which is the burying ground before mentioned.  This 

burial ground appears to have been originally set apart by Thomas Tindall as a place of interment 

for his family.  The burial in it of the first Robert Pearson and 1704, naturally opened the way to 

subsequent interments by that family; and the marriage of Elizabeth Tindall to the second and 

Robert, and later his purchase of the plantation, placed the Pearson’s in full possession of the 

burying ground, and hence it came to be known by their name.  In the hands of the second Robert 

Pearson, the estate left him by his father increased greatly in extent and value; and where the 

father had been styled yeoman, or husbandman, and the son was designated as esquire, or 

gentleman.  Among his many real estate transactions there were the following;  

March 16, 1716, “John Rodgers, of Nottingham, and a yeoman,” conveyed to Robert 

Pearson of the same, Esquire, for £1219 pounds “all his plantation in Nottingham aforesaid, and 

two tracts, as follows; Beginning by Delaware River, at a small walnut tree, from thence by Isaac 

Watson’s land, NE by N 136 chains more or less, to a small black oak tree for a corner; thence S 

by E 17 chains more or less, to a 
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black oak tree for a corner in the line of Thomas Tindall’s land; thence by the same SW by S 124 

chains to a beech tree standing in a swamp for a corner; thence S 59° W 8, 50, more or less to a 

maple tree for a corner, standing by the aforesaid river; thence bounded by the same upward, 

14 chains more less, to the first station, containing 160 acres of land; being the bounds of the 

said plantation.  Also, another tract, containing 300 acres.  Beginning 87 chains from the first 

mentioned corner above, at the letter B, on the Draught, thence NE by N 49 chains more less, to 

a small black oak for a corner, being a corner of the said plantation; thence by the same S by E 

17 chains more less, to a black oak tree for a corner; thence NE by N 6 chains more or less to a 

white oak corner; thence N 13° E 85 chains more less by Tindall’s plantation to their white oak 

corner; thence N 27° W 31 chains more or less to another white oak corner; thence S 17° W 79 

chains more less to a small black oak corner; thence S 39° W 63 chains more or less to Isaac 

Watson’s corner; thence by his land SE by E 20 chains more less, to his corner at the letter B 

above said.  This plantation of 460 acres, while it had a frontage of only about 300 yards on the 

river, ran northeasterly into the woods to a distance of three or four miles.  It was bounded 

northwesterly by the lands of Isaac Watson and southeasterly by Thomas Tindall’s 460 acres, 

[2927] [See Maps, Book 1,  page 107, and Book 5, page 63, N.O.P.] 

April 13, 1719, John Morlin, of Nottingham and a yeoman, conveyed to Robert Pearson 

of the same, Esquire, for £48, 15, 0, 200 acres of land “besides the usual allowance for highways, 

in the same town, and is part and parcel of that plantation whereon the same the said John 

Morlin now dwells; and is part and parcel of two pieces of land purchased by the said John Morlin 

of Samuel Wright, of Nottingham aforesaid, yeoman, as may at large appear by two deeds, the 

one dated the _____ day of _____ 17__, the other dated August 10, 1715; Beginning at a small 

white oak tree for a corner at the letter A, in the Draught; thence running SW 54° 30, 50, to 

another white oak; thence SE 15° 4 chains; thence SE to 11° 7, 50; thence SE 45 degrees 14 chains; 

thence NE 86° 9 chains to a Spanish oak tree for a corner; thence SE 53° 4, 50, to a hickory tree 

for a corner; thence SE 67° 32 chains to a gum tree for a corner by a land belonging to the said 

Pearson; thence and NE 22° 37 chains to a white oak tree for a corner by the said Morlin’s  other 

land; thence NW 67° about 50 chains more less, to the first station.” [See Map, Book 5, page 

103].  The farm now of Mount Rogers, about 1½ miles south of Hamilton Square, is a part of this 

tract.  Where is now only the little brook known as Pond Run, which passes through it, was once 

a great pond, covering several acres and known as Morlin’s Pond, which was a popular resort of 

hunters in the duck season.  It was gone before my time, but my father, who as a boy was familiar 

with that neighborhood, often mentioned it.  The above deed shows the origin of its name. [See 

Higbee, Book 5, pg. 102].  

Thomas Tindall, the father in law of Robert Pearson (2), dying in 1714, divided his 

plantation to his eldest son, was also Thomas Tindall, but 
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he also died in April 1715, leaving the said plantation to his mother, Isabel Tindall, during her 

widowhood, after which it was “to be sold by his kinsmen Robert Chapman,” etc. [See Tindall].  

June 15, 1723, Robert Chapman of Chesterfield, and a yeoman, and Isabel Tindall of Nottingham, 

and a widow, conveyed to Robert Pearson, of Nottingham aforesaid, Esquire, for £337, 10, 0, the 

above plantation, of which no description is given in the deed, but it contained 460 acres, and 

lay between the Rogers tract and the lands of John Abbott. 

In 1746, Trenton was erected into a borough, the limits of which, in the royal charter by 

which it was created, were defined as follows; “Beginning at the mouth of Crosswicks Creek; 

thence up said creek to the mouth of Doctors Creek; thence up said creek to Keith’s line between 

East and West Jersey; thence along said line, including Maidenhead and Hopewell, between 

Hopewell and Amwell, to Delaware River; thence down said river to the place of beginning; to 

be known as the borough and town of Trenton.”  Robert Pearson was one of the burgesses 

appointed for this extensive borough, which had however only a short existence, for the 

inhabitants, not experiencing the benefits they had expected, surrendered their charter to King 

George II, in 1750.  Robert Pearson was a principal contributor to the building of Saint Michael’s 

(Protestant Episcopal) Church in Trenton, in 1751/2.  Elizabeth, his wife, is mentioned in the will 

of her father, Thomas Tindall, in 1714, wherein he devised to her “£10 current silver money.” 

She died April 23, 1722, aged about 36 years, having during the less than 16 years of her married 

life, given birth to 10 children, and leaving twins only a few weeks old.   

The children of Robert (2) and Elizabeth (Tindall) Pearson were as follows; (3) Catherine, 

born September 4, 1707; (4) Mary, born November 2, 1708; (5) Elizabeth, born October 17, 1710; 

(6) Robert, born February 15, 1712, (7) Rachel, born in September 3, 1714; (8) Sarah, born July 

1, 1716; (9) Thomas, born June 25, 1718; (10) Isabel, born January 5, 1720; (11) John and (12) 

and Ann (twins), born February 5, 1722.  Robert and Isabel died in infancy.   

In 1723, Robert Pearson married a second wife; Mary Coar.  She was the daughter of 

Grace Coar, whose gravestone in the Pearson Burial Ground says that she died February 14, 

1759, aged 84 years and who is said to have been the daughter of one John Westley; who is said 

to have lived about halfway between the Pearson homestead and Trenton.  That is about all that 

is known concerning the origin of Robert Pearson’s second wife, excepting that she had a sister, 

Elizabeth, who married James Robins, of Allentown, in 1737.  Robert and Mary (Coar) Pearson 

had eight children, viz; (13) John, born March 22, 1724, died April 1, 1742; (14) Grace, born 

February 6, 1725; (15) Isaac, born May 26, 1731, died April 14, 1733; (16) Rebeckah, born 

December 2, 1732, died March 7, 1744; (17) Achsah, born April 29, 1735; (18) Isaac and (19) 

Robert (twins), born August 3, 1739; (20) Theodosia, born September 5, 1744.   

September 13, 1751, Robert Pearson, “being weak in body but of perfect mind and 

memory” made his – a voluminous document, as might be expected of a 
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man of large property and the father of so numerous a family. [2208]. He died May 21, 1753, 

aged 67 years, and was buried in the family burial ground.  He was a person of considerable local 

importance, owning many slaves, and also employing many white laborers upon his estate.  From 

his wharf on Crosswicks Creek, sloops were loaded for Philadelphia, where their cargoes were 

exchanged for such merchandise as was needed.  In 1708, he built, near the site of the former 

log dwelling, was then considered a very fine stone mansion, the original walls of which still 

remain, but the interior, having been destroyed by fire, is of later date.  The slaves who died 

were buried on the brow of the hill overlooking Crosswicks Creek, about halfway between his 

residence and that of his near neighbors, the Abbotts.  The site of both these old homesteads is 

now in the possession of the Bordentown Water Company.  I visited this spot in June, 1880, in 

company with Miss Mary E. Gill, who was a great-grand-daughter of the second Robert Pearson, 

her mother having been Grace, daughter of his son Robert, and who knew it well as a child.  She 

pointed out to me the Negro burial ground, the site of the first Robert Pearson’s cabin, the old 

lane, the landing on Crosswicks Creek and the road that led to it, the site of the great oak tree, 

22 feet in circumference, in which the second Robert as an infant, was tied to keep him from 

harm when his parents were at work in the fields or woods;  the ruins of the old spring house, 

and other items and incidents of the early times.  At the time of this visit the premises were 

owned by Bartow F. Thorn and a negro family was living in the house.   

(III) Catherine Pearson.  The eldest child of Robert (2) and Elizabeth Tindall, born September 

4, 1707, married “Mr. Parker of Virginia.”  She died previous to September 13, 1751, when her 

father, in his will, mentions her children, as follows; “Item, I give and bequeath unto my 

grandchildren, John Parker, Robert Parker, Richard Parker, Nathaniel Parker, Elizabeth Parker 

and Catherine Parker, the sum of £100, to be equally divided between them, the same being the 

remainder of the money received of David Howell for the land which I sold him; and I do also 

given and bequeath unto each of my abovesaid grandchildren the sum of £5.”  John Parker had 

an account at the store of “Judge” John Imlay, in Bordentown, from 1751 to 1757; Richard Parker 

appears in the account books of Dr. James Newell, of Allentown, from 1748 to 1756; Nathaniel 

Parker in 1756 lived at Trenton Ferry and the stage office was at his house.  He was a 

“householder” in Nottingham in 1762, and was taxed £2 5, 0. 

(IV) Mary Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Elizabeth, born November 2, 1708, married 

Philip Quigley.  Their marriage license, dated September 28, 1733, described them as “Philip 

Quigley of Nottingham in the county of Burlington, stavegetter,” “and Mary Pearson, spinstress.”  

This marriage was very distasteful to the Pearson family, and there was afterwards but little 

intercourse between them.  Philip Quigley was a laborer employed on the Pearson plantation, 
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chiefly in the conversion of timber into barrel staves, which were at that time an important article 

of commerce.  The Quigley’s were an Irish family.  Daniel Quigley died in 1759, leaving a will 

dated April 18, and prove June 1 of that year, in which he is described as “Daniel Quigley of the 

county of Burlington and township of Nottingham, yeoman.”  It mentions his wife, Susannah; 

eldest son Terrence;  daughters Mary Barns, Sarah, Susannah and Bridget Quigley and his “six 

youngest children;” James, Philip, Daniel, John, Neal and William Quigley, [2236]. 

September 6, 1745, “Magdalen Yerto, widow to John Yerto, deceased, of Nottingham, 

conveyed to Daniel Quigley for £30” one certain Messuage and tract of land containing 50 acres, 

situate, lying, being, and joining upon Achsah Lambert’s line and Joseph Britton’s line for one 

corner, and adjoining to Robert Pearson, Esq., and Achsah Lambert, and the abovesaid Widow 

Yerto’s line for another corner.” (no further description). March 12, 1766, “John Ashton, one of 

the subscribing witnesses to the above deed, swears he well knew Magdalen Yerto; and that he 

was present and did see her sign and deliver a deed to Daniel Quigley, her son in law, for the 

conveying of 50 acres of land; that Thomas Taylor, deceased, was the other witness; that it was 

20 years ago last fall; that the said land was bounded by lands of Achsah Lambert, Joseph Britton 

and Robert Pearson, and at that time he lived on the land of Robert Pearson, which run round 

the granted tract on two sides, and enclosed Achsah Lambert’s tract.  Witness being now blind, 

produced papers by which his signature was identified.” [3034]. 

Philip and Mary (Pearson) Quigley had eight children.  In 1751 he had died, and Mary had 

married a second husband; Jonathan Knipe, who appears to have been a neighbor of the 

Quigleys, and who was a witness to the will of Daniel above mentioned in 1759.  He was taxed 

as a freeholder in Nottingham in 1762 (10 shillings and six pence), and February 2, 1769; “Letters 

of Administration were granted to Isaac Quigley upon the estate of Jonathan Knipe, late of 

Burlington County, deceased.” [2281, 2297]. In her father’s will, in 1751 Mary and her children 

are mentioned as follows; “Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Nipe, 20 shillings, 

and to her children, viz; Isaac Quigley, Robert Quigley, Daniel Quigley, Thomas Quigley, John 

Quigley, Moses Quigley, Aaron Quigley and Mary Quigley, the sum of £8 apiece.” [2208]. 

Isaac Quigley, the eldest child of Philip and Mary, was born in 1734.  He was taxed in 

Nottingham in 1758, and doubtless earlier.  In 1762 he was taxed as a freeholder, 4 shillings and 

six pence.  Isaac, Thomas and Jemima Quigley witnessed the will of Richard Salter, of Burlington 

County, February 11, 1762, and Isaac, as already mentioned, was the administrator of Jonathan 

Knipe, his step-father, in 1769.  November 21, 1780, Isaac Quigley, of Nottingham, conveyed to 

Ebenezer Cowell, of Philadelphia, for £5, 10, 0, all that lot of land 
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in Nottingham, “Beginning at a black oak corner to Joseph Higbee’s land, and runs thence North 

62° West 28, 75 to a black oak corner; thence South 31° West 10, 40; thence North 61° West, 9 

chains; thence South 30° E 9, 80, to a white oak; thence South 83° East 25 chains to a black oak 

corner to Isaac Pearson’s land; thence North East 67° 11 chains along the line of other land of 

the said Isaac Quigley to the place of beginning; containing 33 ½ acres and allowance for 

highways; being part of a tract of land surveyed and taken up for the said Isaac Quigley.” [3128].  

In 1761, the town meeting for Nottingham was held at the house of Isaac Quigley.  In the town 

book we find that until the year this house had been kept by Even Reynolds, who is described as 

an “Innholder,” and that the town meetings were frequently held there; which indicated that 

Isaac also kept a tavern.  He died June 25, 1817, aged 83 years, as is recorded on his gravestone 

in the Pearson Burial Ground.  It does not appear that he left either wife or children. 

Robert Quigley, son of Philip and Mary, was taxed in Nottingham in 1762, as a 

“householder,” 4 shillings.  In 1772 to the town committee met at his house, and the next town 

meeting was ordered to be held there, from which it appears that he too kept a tavern.  He 

married, by license dated June 18, 1767, Mercy Coleman, and the bond was given by “Robert 

Quigley and Charles Coleman, both of the township of Nottingham.” [1816].  Robert was a soldier 

in the revolution from its beginning, being captain of a company in the regiment of Colonel 

Joseph Borden, prior to June 22, 1776.  On the 23rd of June 1778, when the British army was on 

its march to Monmouth, he was on guard at Watson’s Ford, being then with Col. Shreve’s 

Burlington County Regiment. 

Daniel Quigley, son of Philip and Mary, died in 1758, aged 17 years, and is buried in the 

Pearson Burial Ground. 

Thomas Quigley, son of Philip and Mary, was also a captain in the revolution.  He too was 

on guard at Watson’s Ford June 23, 1778. 

John Quigley it was a freeholder in Nottingham in 1772.  January 28 of the year “John 

Quigley of Hanover in the county of Burlington, yeoman,” made his will, which was proved April 

10, following.  It mentions no wife or children, and devises: “to my friend and nurse, Mary Wright, 

40 shillings to buy her a gown; to my poor friend William Lowdon, now living on the churchyard 

beyond Thomas Plumbstead’s, the sum of $3 and a part of my wearing apparel if he lives at my 

death, my greatcoat, one cloth jacket with sleeves, one pair leather breeches, and shoes, 

stockings, shirt, and hat with yellow binding round it.”  Devises the rest of his estate to “my two 

friends and neighbors, Ralph Allen and Stacy Wright,” who were also his executors.  Inventory 

filed L 50, 13, 0 [?].  He may have been either the son or brother of Philip Quigley. [2306].  Moses 

Quigley was a freeholder in Nottingham and 1772 and was a private in the Burlington County 

militia in the revolution.  Aaron Quigley was taxed in Nottingham and 1772. 

Mary Quigley, the only daughter of Philip and Mary, is mentioned in 
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the will of her grandfather, Robert Pearson, in 1751.  “Mary Quigley of Burlington County” 

married James Fagin of the same, by a license dated June 27, 1772; and “Mary Quigley of 

Burlington County” married Joseph Rickey of the same by license dated August 16, 1775.  The 

last were the ancestors of the late Alexander H. Rickey of Trenton, formerly the system secretary 

of state. 

Some of the Quigleys were noted deer hunters.  They kept many dogs for hunting 

purposes, and the small settlement known as “Dogtown,” on the road leading from White Horse 

to Mercerville, was so called on account of the many dogs kept by the Quigleys who lived 

thereabouts.  [See Book 1, page 208-209]. 

(VII) Rachel Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Elizabeth (Tindall), born September 3, 1714, 

married John Douglas.  Their marriage license, dated September 24, 1739, describes them as 

John Douglas of the county of Burlington, Boatman, and Rachel Pearson, spinster, daughter of 

Robert Pearson of the same county, Esq. [1941]. 

 August 29, 1741, Margaret Lambert, of Trenton, conveyed to John Douglas, of 

Nottingham, for £350, all that tract of land in Nottingham, “Beginning at a Spanish oak tree 

standing by the river Delaware, being Colonel Thomas’ corner; thence along his line North 79° 

East 65, 75, to a hickory; thence South 11° East 36, 34, to a post; thence South 79° West 55 chains 

to the aforesaid river Delaware; thence up the same to the first mentioned corner or place and 

beginning; containing 222 acres of land.  Together with all the houses, out houses, barns.  

Witnessed by Thomas Cadwalader, Robert Pearson, Joseph Yard. [3020].  This plantation, which 

was bounded northerly by the lands of Colonel George Thomas, southerly and easterly by Elijah 

Bond’s 575 acres and westerly by the Delaware River, was the residence of John and Rachel 

Douglas, probably until his death, about the beginning of the year 1783.  Its location, so far as I 

can make it out, was between Lalor Street on the south, the eastern limit of the borough of 

Chambersburg on the east, and extending northward to about Morris Street in Chambersburg 

and Grant Street on the Delaware.  Its southerly corner is still indicated by a line of old trees near 

the junction of Lalor and Broad Streets, and it appears to have included within its limits about 

1/3 of Chambersburg, and nearly all of the sixth ward of the city of Trenton.  [See Map, Book 5, 

page 63, marked G]. 

 October 31, 1763, “John Douglas of Nottingham, etc., yeoman,” leased to Charles Read, 

of Burlington, Esq., with the term of 21 years, at an annual rental of 3 pounds, “a part of the 

plantation whereon said John Douglas now dwells, Beginning at Delaware River, in the line 

between the said John Douglas and the 10 acre lots belonging to the children of Thomas 

Cadwalader, Esq.; thence along said line to a tree marked for a corner on the top of the bank; 

thence along said line North 80° East 17 ½ perches to a post in said line, set up to mark out the a 

street through said lots; thence North 19 perches to a white oak sapling now marked for a corner; 

thence by the land and the cleared field of said Douglas South 80° West 17-1/2 half perches to a 

stake in the age of the bank;  

Douglas 
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thence on a straight line to a post standing 3 feet north of the north edge of the well now dug for 

the use of the Boiling house of said Charles Read, being to the northwest of his cellar; then on a 

line parallel to Douglas’ lower line, to Delaware River, and by it to the place of beginning.  

Together with the stream called Douglas’ Gut, and the land one rod wide of each side of the 

water and pond when raised ahead of 6 feet at the dam already erected; and also the right and 

use of the shores of the said Jon Douglas’ plantation and bar[?] for fishing and landing with boats, 

nets or fish; and the liberty of brushing up, cleaning and improving the same, and of the Gut and 

stream, to the best advantage, and of reserving such brush and timber on the side of the pond 

and stream as the said Charles Read shall think necessary for the benefit thereof; and also the 

liberty of getting timber and stone on the lands of said John Douglas for erecting and repairing 

buildings necessary, etc.  Said John Douglas to build a good wharf fronting the premises hereby 

leased, below the Gut, for the convenient reception of shallops and merchandise.  Said Charles 

Read to open a public road three rods wide, the south end of the premises and down the line of 

the said Douglas and Cadwallader’s land to the rear of the present buildings, then between them 

and the dwelling house to the wharf to be erected as aforesaid, so was not to injure the buildings 

of the said Charles Read,” etc.  [3021] 

 In the “Pennsylvania Chronicle” for February 1, 1768, John Douglas advertised: “To be 

sold.  100 acres of land, about 20 of which are cleared, part meadow, and more may be made, 

situated on Delaware River, between Trenton ferry and Lamberton, and on which there is a 

valuable fishery, and is a pleasant part of the country for a gentleman’s seat, is also well situated 

for any person to follow the boating business between that place and Philadelphia.  There is 

likewise a constant stream of water through the whole, which will be sold in lots of 50 acres, or 

together, these best suits the purchaser.  For term’s apply to the subscriber on the premises, by 

whom an indisputable title will be given.”                  “John Douglas” 

 January 28, 1783, “Letters of administration were granted to Rachel Douglas, upon the 

estate of John Douglas, late of the county of Burlington, deceased.” [2352] 

 Robert Pearson(2), in his will, in 1751, mentions his daughter Rachel and her children as 

follows: Item.  I give and bequeath unto my daughter Rachel Douglas the sum of 130 pounds and 

a Negro girl called Dina, and I also give to her children, viz.: Alexander, Robert and William, the 

sum of 5 pounds apiece.” [2208] 

 Alexander Douglas, son of john and Rachel, lived in Trenton, in a two story frame house 

which, until 1876, stood on the westerly side of South Broad Street, where is now the German 

Lutheran church.  He was a captain in the revolutionary army, and must have stood well with his 

superiors, for 
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it was at his house above mentioned that Washington held his council of war on the evening of 

January 2, 1777, and the night before the battle of Princeton.  He too was on duty at Watson’s 

Ford on the 23rd of June, 1778, to present prevent the crossing of the British army. 

 Robert Douglas, son of John and Rachel, married by license dated November 16, 1778, 

Lucy Stout.  She was probably a sister of Anne Stout who married William West, since “Robert 

Douglas, of Nottingham,” was surety on the bond for their marriage license, March 26, 1778.  

September 10, 1794: “Letters of administration were granted to Alexander Douglas and Mary 

Douglas, administrators of the estate of Robert Douglas, late of the county of Burlington, 

deceased.” [2429].  The only child of Robert Douglas of whom I have any knowledge, was a 

daughter named Lydia.  She was brought up in the family of her uncle, Captain Alexander Douglas; 

married Wilson Eldridge, of Hamilton Township; had 13 children; died November 6, 1875, aged 

86 years, and is buried in the Baptist graveyard at Hamilton Square.  [See Lee’s Mercer County, 

Vol. 2, page 767]. 

(VIII) Sarah Pearson, daughter of Robert(2) and Elizabeth Tindall, born July 1, 1716 was the first 

wife of Andrew Reed, merchant, of Trenton, and one of its most prominent man in his day.  

Sarah died March 15, 1739, and is buried in the ground of the First Presbyterian Church at 

Trenton.  They had two children, vis: Elizabeth, who died young and unmarried, and Sarah, who 

married Charles Pettit of Burlington.  They were both living in 1751, when there are thus 

mentioned by their Grandfather Pearson in his will: Item,  I give and bequeath unto my grand-

daughters, Elizabeth Reed and Sarah Reed, the sum of 5 pounds apiece, over above 50 pounds 

apiece which I have already promised Andrew Reed to ifs give them, but with this condition, 

that if they both should die before they should arrive to the aged 21 years, that then the above-

said sum of 50 pounds apiece to be divided among my abovesaid six children, equally.  2208 

 Andrew Reed was Trenton’s first postmaster in 1734; loan officer in 1744; burgess and 

treasurer of the borough of trend in 1746; an original member of Union Fire Company, 1747; a 

trustee of the first Presbyterian Church; owner (together with Joseph Peace) of the Iron Works 

near Boardentown in 1743, and his lease of the mills at Trenton was about to expire in 1753.  His 

store in residence was at the northwesterly corner of State and Warren Streets, a lot lately sold 

by the Masonic Temple Association to the Trenton Banking Company. 

 In the “American Weekly Mercury” for September 5–12, 1734: “Public Notice is hereby 

given that there is now a post office settled at Trenton, at the house of Joseph Read, Esq., , his 

son Andrew Read being appointed postmaster, where all persons may have their letters, if 

directed for that county; also where they may put in their letters corrected to any parts, and due 

care will be taken to send them, the said Andrew Read having qualified himself for the said 

office,” December, 1739; Andrew Reed receives subscriptions in Trenton for Whitefield’s 

Summons, to be published by Franklin.  
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 An advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette of September 8, 1743 is as follows: “Run 

away from the owners of the iron works near Burdenstown, an Irish servant lad, named John 

Roach, about 20 years of age; he was used to the Sadler’s trade.  Had on when he went away a 

brown drugget coat, a blue knapp jacket with red lining and brass buttons; also a white corded 

dimmitry jacket, short brown curled hair, ozenbrigs shirt and trousers, a pair of white thread 

stockings, and old shoes; he went away with one Daniel Norris, a lusty tall well set fellow, very 

hard favored and thick legs; had on a blue camlet coat with slash sleeves, a pair of blue camlet 

breeches, a blue jockey coat, shoes and boots; rides a sorrel mare about 13 hands high and paces 

pretty swift, with a hunting saddle, partly new, with plush seat and housen.  Whoever takes up 

and secures the above servant lad, giving notice to Joseph Peace or Andrew Read at Trenton, or 

Frances Bowes at Christiana Bridge, shall have two pounds reward, paid by Andrew Read 

“Burdenstown; August 27, 1743.”                                                                                                        Joseph 

Peace” 

June 15, 1747; Andrew Reed advertised in the “New York Post Boy” as follows: “Run away 

from Andrew Reed of Trenton the 30th of May last, a likely Negro man named Isaac, about 30 

years of age, of middle stature and well set; he can play upon a fiddle; took with him when he 

went away a light colored broadcloth jacket and a Drugget One about the same color, a pair of 

leather breeches, two Ozenbrigg shirts and one fine linen One with ruffles at the breast, a pair of 

dark colored yarn stockings, and a pair of shoes half worn.  It is supposed he has got more cloaths 

with him.  Whoever takes out and secures the above Negro man, so that his master it may have 

him again, shall have 40 schillings reward, paid by                                                            

Andrew  Reed.” 

 November 22, 1753, Robert Lettis Hooper advertised in the Pennsylvania Gazette, that: 

“Whereas the lease of the mills at Trenton, let two Mr. Andrew Reed, will expire the first day of 

May next, and whereas the the subscriber, the owner thereof, is willing to let them for a further 

time, until his other private affairs will permit him to take them into his own care; and for the 

better carrying on of the same, the sum of 500 pounds will be let therewith, and two dwelling 

houses, with a pasture lying near the mills, convenient for the keeping of a store; and further, 

the subscriber has lately laid out from his said mills a street down to the ferry and landing, where 

the produce of the country and the trade of Trenton are exported from thence to Philadelphia.  

Therefore, if a person is desirous of leasing the said mills,or purchasing lots for a term of years, 

they may, by applying to the subscriber, know the terms 

  Robert Lettis Hooper.” 

 Andrew Reed married a second wife: Theodosia Bowes.  Their marriage license, dated 

October 22, 1740, describes them as ”Andrew Reed, of Trenton, merchant, and Theodosia Bowes, 

singlewoman, daughter of Frances Bowes, of the same place, Gent. [1954].  Of his children by 

this marriage: Joseph, Bowes,  
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John, and Mary, were all living in 1774, when Joseph Reed, of Amwell, the brother of Andrew, 

mentions then in his will together with Sarah, the daughter of Andrew by his first wife, Sarah 

Pearson, who was then the wife of Charles Petit.  [1357].  Other children of Andrew and 

Theodosia are buried in the graveyard of the First Presbyterian Church at Trenton, viz: Ann, who 

died July 4, 1757, and three who died in infancy: Francis, September 12, 1747; Thomas, February 

7, 1754; and Andrew, July 7, 1758. 

 Andrew Reed resided for some time in Philadelphia, and was a trustee of the Second 

Presbyterian Church in that city.  He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church in Trenton by 

the charter of 1757, and served until 1759, when he removed to Amwell, where he died 

December 16, 1769.  In April 1758, he advertised for sale a tract of 200 acres at Amwell, and in 

Trenton, “two good stone houses, with garden, well, one of which now lets for £8, 10 per annum, 

and the other, having a cooper shop on the lot., For £12.  Also, three lots in the west side of King 

(Warren) Street, 45 by 140.” 

 Francis Bowes, the father of Theodocia, second wife of Andrew Reed, was a lawyer by 

profession, and was of Trenton in 1728, as is shown by a marriage license dated November 28, 

of the year, whereby “Francis Bowes, of Trenton, Esq., was permitted to marry Anne Anthony of 

the same place, Gentlewoman.  [1894].  She was evidently not his first wife.  He was still of 

Trenton in 1742, but in 1744 had removed to Newcastle County, Delaware.  At that time, when 

the executed a power of attorney to Andrew Reed to “dispose of a certain tract of land and 

plantation in Hopewell, Hunterdon County, whereon John McGlaughlin lately or now liveth, and 

also divers lots of land in Trenton,” he is styled “Attorney at Law.”  [2983].  November 13, 1733, 

William Morris, of Trenton, appointed his wife, Sarah Morris, his brother Anthony Morris, Francis 

Bowes and Benjamin Smith, his attorneys to dispose of his property, collect money is due him, 

etc.  [2959]. 

 July 19, 1739 Joseph Peace, of Trenton, Miller, and Mary his wife, conveyed to Francis 

Bowes of the same place, Gent., for £250, a lot of land at the northwesterly corner of State and 

Warren streets, now or late the site of the Masonic Temple, which lot, as the deed recites, was 

conveyed by “William Trent, late of Trenton, merchant, deceased, unto the said Joseph Peace, 

by indenture June 13/14, 1721; Beginning at a stone by the Kings Street for a corner; thence 

North 11° East, 4 perches to another stone for a corner by the said street; thence North 69° West, 

10 perches to another stone for a corner; thence South 11° West, 4 perches to another stone for 

a corner by the Second Street; thence along said street 10 perches to the place of beginning; 

containing ¼ acre.  To have and do hold the said Messuage, tenement, lot of land.” [2941].  

September 1, 1742, “Francis Bowes, of Trenton, etc., Esq., and Rachel his wife,” conveyed the 

above premises to Andrew Reed of the same, merchant, for £300 pounds, by same description.  

It would appear that at this time, the wife he married and 1728 had that he had married another, 

named Rachel, who must have been, at least, his third.  [2941].  He is buried in the old burying 

ground at the corner of Fifth and  
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Arch Streets, Philadelphia, but the inscription on his gravestone cannot now be deciphered, as is 

also the case with many others there. 

 Joseph Reed, son of Andrew and Theodosia (Bowes), is a well-known character in 

American history, in connection with the many important public positions which he held, such as 

Military Secretary of Washington at Cambridge, Adjutant General of the Continental Army, 

Member of Congress of the United States, and President of the Executive Council of Pennsylvania.  

He was also, in 1777, elected Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, but declined the office.  He was born 

at Trenton, August 27, 1741, graduated at Princeton in 1757, studied law with Richard Stockton, 

and was admitted to the bar in 1763.  He then went to London and prosecuted his professional 

studies in the Middle Temple until 1765, when he returned, and commenced practice in Trenton.  

According to a letter written in 1776, his family in Trenton then comprised himself, his father, 

sister, two brothers, his half-sister (Sarah), and her three children.  In the same year he writes: 

“There are 16 courts which I am obliged to attend from home, oftentimes near a whole week at 

each, besides attending the assizes once a year through the whole province, which contains 13 

counties.”  His dwelling, according to an advertisement of the property in 1779, was near the 

market house, having nearly two acres of ground attached to it; extending 200 feet on Market 

Street, and commanding a beautiful view of the Delaware, including the Falls.  In 1770 he 

revisited London, and was married to Esther, daughter of Denys de Berdt, after which he took up 

his residence in Philadelphia, and it was with Pennsylvania that his public life was thereafter 

identified.  He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church at Trenton from 1766 to 1769.  In 

Philadelphia, he attended the Third Presbyterian church, in Pine Street.  John Adams, when 

attending Congress in Philadelphia, and 1774, in his diary, Saturday, September 10, says 

“Rambled in the evening with Jo. Reed, and fell into Mr. Sprout’s meeting (Arch Street), where 

we heard Mr. Spence preach;” and the next day, Sunday, September 11, “Mr. Reed was so kind 

as to wait on us to Mr. Sprout’s meeting.”  General Reed (as colonel) was with General 

Cadwallader’s division when Washington crossed the Delaware in 1777.  In 1782, he was one of 

the professional representatives of Pennsylvania before the Commissioners of Congress who met 

at Trenton to decide the dispute between that state and Connecticut in regard to the Wyoming 

lands.  He was a trustee of the College of New Jersey from 1781 until his death.  In 1783 he visited 

England for his health, accompanying Dr. Witherspoon, who went over to procure subscriptions 

for the college.  He died in Philadelphia, March 5, 1785.  He was Deputy Secretary of the province 

of New Jersey from 1767 to 1769, when he was succeeded by his brother in law, Charles Petit.  

He was surrogate for Burlington County in 1772.  In July 1774, he was a deputy in the convention 

at New Brunswick to elect delegates to the Continental Congress; member of the Committee of 

Observation for Burlington County in 1775, and deputy in the Provincial Congress at Trenton in 

that year. 
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Bowes Reed, son of Andrew and Theodosia (Bowes), was like his brother Joseph, a lawyer 

by profession, and resided in Burlington.  He married Margaret, youngest daughter of Lewis and 

Martha (Heathcote) Johnstone, and grand-daughter of Dr. John Johnstone and Eupham his wife, 

the daughter of Sir George Scott, of Pittochie.  In the revolution, Bowes Reed was a colonel in the 

Continental Army, and in the Provincial Congress.  June 21, 1776, it was ordered “that Lieutenant 

Colonel Bowes Reed keep under safeguard the person of William Franklin, Esq., until the further 

order of this Congress, and that the President sign an order for this purpose.”  He was Secretary 

of State from the Revolution to the time of his death, July 11, 1794, and had been mayor of 

Burlington since 1785.  A daughter of his married Joseph McIlvain, Esq., of Burlington, and these 

were the parents of Bishop McIlvain of Ohio.  September 21, 1793, Bowes Reed, of the City of 

Burlington, by his will, devised his estate equally among all his children, some of whom were 

minors, and only one of whom (Maria) is mentioned by name.  His executors were: “my brother 

in law Charles Petit the city of Philadelphia, and my son in law Joseph McIlvaine, Esq., of the city 

a Burlington.”  The will was proved July 30, 1794.  In it, St. Mary’s Churchyard at Burlington are 

the graves of Bowes Reed, Esq., who died July 20, 1794, aged 54 years; Margaret, wife of Bowes 

Reed, who died December 26, 1786, aged 36 years; and “Carolyn Reed, late of Bordentown, the 

daughter of Dr. Moore and wife of Bowes Reed, Esq., who died November 6, 1789, aged 834 

years.  There are also the graves of Ann Burnet, daughter of Bowes and Margaret Reed, who died 

May 28, 1784, aged 4 years; Ann Burnet, second daughter of Bowes Reed, Esq., who died 

November 3, 1787, aged 3 years & 1 month; and Margaret Reed, daughter of Bowes Reed, Esq.,” 

who died January 23, 1788, aged 13 months & 4 days.  In the register of that church, besides the 

baptisms of these children, and those of Maria, born November 11, 1775; and Charles Petit, born 

April 6, 1778. 

Sarah Reed, daughter of Andrew and Sarah (Pearson), married Charles Petit, who was 

probably of the early Trenton family of that name, but who, for many years resided at Burlington, 

where he was a prominent lawyer, and where Samuel Leake, a famous early lawyer of Trenton, 

was a student in his office.  About the year 1774, Charles Petit, being then secretary of the 

province and also private secretary to Governor Franklin, removed with the governor to Amboy, 

where he occupied the mansion built by Dr. John Johnstone, which had by that time fallen into 

decay but was now again put in repair for the reception of the Petit family.  A few stones 

remained until recently on the banks of the Raritan, marking the spot where once stood this 

mansion, which was not entirely destroyed until some years after the revolution.  It was a double 

two story brick house, with a large barn and other outbuildings, a large garden, and an orchard, 

of which, as late as 1856, a few trees still remain.  But differing from the governor upon the great 

political question of the time, Petit removed to Philadelphia at about the time the governor was 

made prisoner by his rebellious subjects.  It would appear that this time Charles Petit was in 

financial difficulties, since on the 18th of April 1776, “the assignees of the Andrew Reed of 

Trenton, deceased, and Charles 
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Petit of Philadelphia, copartners,” sell property belonging to them.  The next year he was again 

in New Jersey where he appears to have been regarded was suspicion by the new government, 

for July 9, 1777, he was brought before the Council of Safety, “where he took and subscribed to 

the oath of the abjuration allegiance as by law appointed.”  In 1794, when he was one of the 

executors of his brother in law, Bowes Reed, of Burlington, he was again described as being “of 

Philadelphia.”  From a sketch of Charles Petit in NJ Archives, Vol. X, page 133, I copy as follows: 

“When the governor was arrested for adhering to theRoyal cause, Petit took sides with the 

people, and although, like many others, despondent in the dark days of 1776, he did valuable 

service in behalf of the Colonies, even when an harassed with anxiety for the safety of his family.  

The Provincial Congress, on February 6, 1776, directed the records of the Secretary’s office to be 

delivered to him, thereby virtually continuing him in office.  He resigned October 7, 1778, when 

his brother law, Bowes Reed, was appointed by the Legislature.  He had meantime been 

appointed Assistant Quartermaster General of the Continental Army, in which capacity he was 

zealous and efficient until the close of the war.  He then took up his residence in Pennsylvania, 

was elected to the Assembly, and while in that body was chosen by the Legislature, April 7, 1785, 

to a represent the State in Congress, being reelected November 11, 1785, and again in November 

1786, rather against his will, he says.”  He died September 4, 1806.  His eldest daughter married 

Jared Ingersoll in 1781.  The Petits, Ingersolls and Bayards of Philadelphia are descendants of 

Charles and Sarah (Reed) Petit. 

(IX) Thomas Pearson, son of Robert (2) and Elizabeth (Tindall), born June 25, 1718, married Sarah 

Hoff.  Their marriage license, dated January 29, 1739, describes them as “Thomas Pearson of 

Nottingham, yeoman,” and “Sarah Hoff, of Trenton, daughter of William Hoff of the same place, 

yeoman.”  Thomas was a witness to the will of John Abbott in 1740, together with his father and 

his sister Rachel.  He died at the age of 30 years, and I can say but little about him.  September 

12, 1748, “Letters of administration were granted to Robert Pearson of the county of 

Hunterdon(?), of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits Thomas Pearson, of the county 

of Burlington, deceased.”  Amount of inventory, £289, 9, 8.  His wife survived him almost half a 

century: August 26, 1793.  “Letters of administration were granted to William West, 

administrator of Sarah Pearson, late of the county of Burlington, deceased.”  Amount of inventory 

£153, 3, 6.  They had four children: John, Robert, Elizabeth and Catherine, who in the will of their 

grandfather Pearson are mentioned as follows: “Item, I give, devise and bequeath unto my 

grandson John Pearson and to his errors and assigns forever, all the tract of land which I bought 

of John Stevenson, containing about 160 acres, and 60 acres adjoining to it, to be surveyed by 

my executrix out of a larger tract.  Item, I give, devise and bequeath unto my grandson Robert 

Pearson, his heirs and 
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assigns forever, all that tract of land that I bought of James and Edward Draper, containing about 

160 acres, and 60 acres that I have adjoining to it, to be surveyed to him on a larger tract by my 

executrix.  Item, I give and bequeath unto my grand-daughters, Elizabeth Pearson and Catherine 

Pearson, the sum of 45 pounds apiece, to be paid to them when they come to the age of 21 years, 

and in case either of them should die within that age, the survivor to have the others legacy.” 

[2208]. 

 John Pearson, son of Thomas (9) and Sarah, married Sarah Stout, daughter of John Sout 

of Burlington County, by license dated May 15, 1766. [1991].  William West, who was his mother’s 

administrator in 1793, married Anne, another daughter of said John Stout, and Robert Douglas 

with surety on the bond given for their marriage license, March 26, 1778. [1857].  September 10, 

1760, Isaac Pearson was appointed guardian of “John Pearson, son of Thomas Pearson, late of 

Nottingham, deceased” [2247].  John Pearson was taxed in Nottingham as a freeholder and 1772, 

and his lands are mentioned in the will of his uncle, Isaac Pearson (18), in 1775.  They appear to 

have been located near the province line, in Nottingham.  John was a soldier in the revolutionary 

war, first as a private and then as a captain in the Burlington County militia.  January 27, 1787, he 

was a witness to the will of “George Sinclair, of the township of Windsor in the county of 

Middlesex,” together with David Rulon and Vanroom[?] Robbins, which indicated that they all 

lived in the same neighborhood.  May 6, 1789, “Letters of administration were granted to Sarah 

Pearson, administratrix of John Pearson, late of the county of Burlington, deceased.” [2387] 

 Catherine Pearson, daughter of Thomas (9) and Sarah, married Archibald William Yard, 

son of Joseph, of Trenton.  The bond given for their marriage license, dated January 25, 1768, 

was signed by “Archibald Wm. Yard, and Renselaer Williams, of Trenton.” [1818]. 

 It is said that the last descendant of Thomas Pearson (9) in the male line was Thomas S. 

Pearson, who in early life lived on the farm which Robert Pearson (2) bought of James and Edward 

Draper, and which has since  been until recently the Hamilton Township Poor House Farm.  I think 

he inherited this farm.  He removed from it to Allentown, where for some years he kept the lower 

tavern, also owning a farm on the Imlaystown road ( Valentin Resiak[?]), where he operated a 

cider press and distillery.  He married Rebecca Cubberly, but had no children.  He died January 

20, 1867, aged 61 years 

(XII) Anne Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Elizabeth (Tindall), born February 5, 1722, married 

Benjamin Yard, of Trenton, where he was a gun maker during the revolution.  He was a son of 

William Yard, who, with his brother Joseph, came to America from Devonshire, England, about 

1687, and settled in Philadelphia.  In 1710, William removed to Trenton, and died in 1745, leaving 

his wife, Mary, and children: Joseph, William, John, Jethro, Benjamin, Mary and Elizabeth.  Joseph 

was the father of Archibald William above mentioned. 
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Robert Pearson (2) in his will, mentions his daughter Anne as follows: “Item, I give and 

bequeath unto my daughter Anne Yard and to her heirs and assigns forever, the house and lot of 

land in Trenton which she now lives in, and which I bought of the executors of Isaac Harrow, and 

the Negro girl named Parthenia; and also give onto her two sons, viz, James Yard and John Yard, 

the sum of 5 pounds apiece.” [2208]. 

Benjamin and Annie (Pearson) Yard had eight children, viz, (1) James; (2) John, married 

Mary Clunn in 1779; (3) George; (4) Nahor, married in 1784, Betsy Biggs; (5) Samuel; (6) Benjamin; 

(7) Mary, married John Yard (her cousin); (8) Elizabeth, married first _____ Biles, and second 

Jacob Brinley. 

George Yard, son of Benjamin and Anne, born in 1754, married Catalina Stout, and lived 

on the farm known as the Dilatush homestead, in Washington Township, on its western line.  

They had six children, viz: (1) Benjamin, married Sarah Reed, was a soldier in the war of 1812, 

and built the brick house west of the above farm, where his son Charles lived and died; (2) John, 

married Elizabeth Wall, was a merchant and farmer.  Yardville was named for him, he being its 

first postmaster; (3) George, died unmarried; (4) Elizabeth, married John Dilatush and they 

succeeded her father on the homestead farm; (5) Margaret, married Thomas Ford, of Mercerville; 

(6) Ann, married Josiah Appleton, near Hamilton Square.  Another daughter of George Yard 

married Nan Wickle Dilatush, and they “remove west.”  The descendants of Benjamin and Ann 

(Pearson) Yard are numerous. 

(XIV) Grace Pearson, who was the eldest child of Robert (2) by his second wife, Mary Coar, born 

February 6, 1725, married William Douglas.  She died April 17, 1751, and is buried in the Pearson 

Burial Ground.  William Douglas was the son of “George Douglas, of Chesterfield, waterman,” to 

whom Samuel Barnes, by deed dated October 13, 1718, conveyed a plantation of 250 acres in 

Upper Freehold Township, being the southeasterly corner of Robert Burnet’s 4000 acres, 

bounded southerly by Doctors creek, easterly by Baker and Burnet’s line, and extending 

northward to or near the present Allentown-Imleystown road.  [3468, 3469] [See Maps, Book 3, 

page 95, A, and 103, A].  George Douglas, dying and 1757, devised this plantation to his son 

William. [3480].  In 1750 William Douglas lived at Trenton Landing.  An item in the “New York 

Weekly Post Boy” for April 16, 1750, says: “On Saturday morning last, a man was committed to 

the goal of this city for robbing the house of William Douglas, at Trenton Landing, of some money 

and wearing apparel, and for breaking open the shallop of said Douglas, and taking a piece of 

Holland and other things therefrom.”  He appears to have kept a public house there, being taxed 

in Nottingham two pounds a year for a tavern license in 1752, and until 1755, although in May  

1754, he advertised in the Pennsylvania Gazette: “To be sold by William Douglas, about 4 miles 

from Allenstown, two likely young Negro men, who have been brought up to country business, 

and a Dutch servant girl’s time who has about four years and a half to serve.” 
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In the French war, 1757-1759, William Douglas, as a captain in Colonel John Johnston’s 

New Jersey regiment of the colonial troops, participated in the Sabbath Day Point Fiasco, July 26, 

1757, and was wounded at Ticonderoga, July 8, 1758.  He was subsequently promoted to the 

rank of major.  In April 1758, ‘William Douglas, at the sign of the Wheat Sheaf or at the house of 

John Cummings, “advertised that he was authorized to enlist a regiment of 1000 men for the 

King’s service.  October 12, following, he writes from Schenectady, NY, to his mother in law, Mary, 

widow of Robert Pearson, whom he addresses as “Ever dear and honored mother.”  He had been 

very ill but was improving.  He says: “I received your letter, and am much pleased to find George, 

Jacky and Mrs. Lovet, live in such good harmony, and that you approve of her conduct in 

housekeeping.  I must beg you to assist my family in making preparations for the winter.  I 

wouldn’t willingly keep house in the longer, and see what next spring will produce; perhaps I may 

quit the army if I am not well used by the Government at my return, as I know there is a Major’s 

commission out for me, bearing date the 17th of July, which I have not received; if I don’t get the 

Commission & pay both at my return, shall let the Government know I owe them no obligation 

& that my Captain’s commission is at their service to bestow on which runaway officer they 

please, & will content myself with that character of a peaceable man.  We’re all in motion here 

from an Express arrived last night that the carring[?] place where our troops are is attacked by 

8000 French in Indians.  Two Regiments of  Regulars will be in town today, & tomorrow & next 

day three more, all going to its relief, but if it be true that they are attacked, which I hope it is 

not, they will be too late.  I think we had the like alarm last week & the Militia marched but one 

day before it was all contradicted.  I have lost a great many of my company since the reduction 

of Frontenac[?].  Our troops die very fast; we bury five or six of a day very frequently.  I hope 

these may find you and yours all in a good state of health.  My tender love to you, Achsah, my 

Sons, and all my Relations & friends.  All at present, from your loving and dutiful son to serve till 

death.                                                                                                                    William Douglas.”  [3540]. 

December 22, 1759, “William Douglas of Hunterdon County,” procured a license in order 

to marry Catherine Vantile, of Staten Island, NY.  [1980]. 

April 1, 1773 William Douglas of the city of New York, and Catherine his wife, conveyed 

to Peter Bruer, of Allentown, for 790 pounds, proclamation money.  All that plantation or tract 

of land in Upper Freehold, which was conveyed by one Samuel Barns to George Douglas, late of 

Chesterfield, & deceased, by deed dated October 30, 1718, and by him devised to his son William 

Douglas, the present grantor, by will dated October 14, 1757, containing 250 acres, or less: 

Beginning at a white oak tree in Baker’s line, at the north side of Doctors creek; thence following 

the creek downwards the several courses thereof, to a maple tree for a corner by the said creek; 

then by North and East, 48 chains to a white oak tree for a corner in a timber swamp; then East 

by South, 55 chains to a white oak tree for a corner and said Baker’s line; then along the said line, 

South by West, 48 chains, to the first station.”  Signed, William Douglas, Catherine Douglas.  

[3480]. 
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 September 5, 1777, “William Douglass, of Burlington County, yeoman, being weak 

in body but of sound memory, devised to his son George Douglass all his plantation in the 

township of Chesterfield, together with a certain piece of marsh or meadow opposite to said 

plantation, lying and being in the township of Nottingham.  He also provided for his wife, 

Catherine Douglass, and his daughter Ann Douglass, and named as his executors, his wife, and 

his two sons, George and John Douglass.  The will was witnessed by Elizabeth Pearson, Robert 

Pearson, and Robert Imlay, and was proved August 15, 1783.  [2354].  George and John were the 

sons of his first wife, Grace Pearson.  Ann, was the daughter of the second wife. 

George Douglas, son of Major William and Grace, married Elizabeth Howell, of 

Philadelphia.  The will of his Grandfather Pearson mentions him as follows: “Item, I give and 

bequeath unto my grandson George Douglass, a house and lot of land lying in Trenton, which 

formerly belonged to James Crawford and which I purchased of the Loan Office, to be held by 

him, his heirs in assigns forever, and I also gave him a Negro girl named Fanny; but in case the 

said George should die the before he shall arrive at the age of 21 years, then I do hereby order 

and will that the said house and lot and the said Negro girl, shall be sold by my Executrix, and the 

money arising from the sale of them shall be equally divided among my following children, viz: 

Isaac, Robert, Rachel, Ann, Achsah and Theodosia; and I also given to my said grandson George 

the sum of 20 pounds, but in case of his death as aforesaid, the said 20 pounds shall be divided 

in the manner abovesaid and to my abovesaid children. [2208].  His grandmother, Mary Pearson, 

in her will, dated November 3, 1770, orders that the bond she holds against her grandson George 

Douglass be given up. [2289].  He inherited his father’s plantation at Bordentown, the greater 

part of which, in after years, came to be included in Bonaparte’s Park.  It was known as “Point 

Breeze,” the point being at the hill top, overlooking Crosswicks creek, where an observatory 

formerly stood.  George Douglas kept a store there, and in 1788 advertised as follows: 

“To be sold by George Douglass, at Point Breeze, near Bordentown, wool cards by the 

dozen or single pair, French brandy and hogsheads and kegs, black Barcelona handkerchiefs, 

Bohea Tea, Oznabrigs, and Grass Scythes.” 

“A rolling chair was left at Point Breeze, near Bordentown, by the British army in their 

flight thence in December 1776.  As it is likely they plundered it from some of the inhabitants of 

Jersey, any person, a subject of the United States, can have it by proving property and applying 

to                                                                                                                                           George Douglass” 

November 6, 1792, George Douglass made an assignment of his property to Abraham 

Hunt and others, for the benefit of his creditors, and December 17, 1793, Abraham Hunt, who 

was the active assignee, conveyed the real estate called Point Breeze, without metes, bounds or 

quantity, by his own act and as attorney for the other assignees, to Samuel Courtauldt, a Cuban, 

trustee for Elizabeth Sayre, wife of Stephen Sayre. [55]. 
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John Douglas, son of William and Grace, whom his father calls “Jacky,” is not mentioned 

in Miss Mary Gill’s account of the Pearsons, and she said she had never heard of him.  Neither is 

he mentioned in the will of his grandparents, Robert and Mary Pearson, both of whom mention 

his brother George.  His father, in 1777, names him as one of the one of his executors, but does 

not mention him otherwise.  “Captain” John Douglass was present as a member of the Masonic 

Grand Lodge at its meeting in Trenton, July 6, 1790. [1324].  In Revolutionary annals, John 

Douglass appears as a private, quartermaster sergeant, and sergeant major, in which latter 

capacity he was at Watson’s Ford, June 23, 1778. [43, 37].  Was this the same John Douglass? 

Ann Douglass, daughter of William and Catherine (or Cattrina, as she wrote it), married 

Charles Sims, and the New Jersey Gazette for December 23, 1778, announced their marriage as 

follows: “Married, on Tuesday sinnight[?], in this place (Trenton), Charles Simms, Esq., Lieutenant 

Colonel of the second Virginia regiment, to the truly amiable Miss Nancy Douglass, daughter of 

Mr. William Douglass, late of the City of New York.” 

(XVII) Asha Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Mary (Coar), born April 29, 1735, married William 

Imlay.  He was the eldest son of Peter Imlay and his wife Lydia, who was the daughter of the 

second William Biddle of Mount Hope, in Mansfield Township, Burlington County. [See Book 2, 

page 200].  May 23, 1749, Peter Imlay purchased of his brother in law, the third William Biddle, 

the estate of Mount Hope, comprising 409-1/2 acres on the bank of the Delaware at what is now 

known as Kin Kora, and 278 acres, the area of an adjacent island; but Peter died the same year, 

and May 1, 1760, his heirs, of whom William and Achsah Imlay were the first named in the deed, 

conveyed Mt. Hope to Caleb Newbold, for £2667, containing then, 261 acres on the mainland, 

and the island aforesaid. [3010]. 

Robert Pearson (2), in his will, in 1751, mentions his daughter Achsah as follows: “Item, I 

give and bequeath unto my daughters Achsah Pearson and Theodosia Pearson, their heirs and 

assigns forever, all the tract of land which I bought of John Marland, containing 200 acres, and 

the remaining part of that tract of land which my father bought of John Snowden, which said 

remainder contains about 250 acres, and to be equally divided between them by my Executrix; 

and in case either of them shall die without issue lawfully begotten, before she comes to the age 

of 21 years, the survivor to have both tracts; and I also give unto my said daughter Achsah a negro 

girl called Sall, and to my daughter Theodosia a negro named James. [2208]. 

 February 15, 1760, William Imlay, of Bordentown, Gentleman, and Achsah his wife, 

conveyed to Isaac and Robert Pearson of the township of Nottingham, for £350, 200 acres of land 

Achsah had received by the will of her father: “Beginning at a double black oak William Murfin’s 

line, thence by other land of Robert Pearson, South 40° East, 35 chains to a black oak; thence 

South 62° West, 11, 40 to a white oak; thence South 20° East, 27 chains with a post near a small 

white oak in 
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Daniel Quigley’s line; then along the same North 75° East, 37, 50, to a post near a black oak sapling; 

then by other lands of said Robert Pearson North 22° West, 66 chains to a white oak; then South 78° West, 

33 chains to the line of William Murfin’s land, then South 3° East, 5, 60, to the beginning. [3089]. 

 March 9, 1761, John Emley, Esq., of Bordentown, conveyed to William Imlay: “a certain 

lot and piece of ground with Messuage and tenement, in Bordentown aforesaid,” known as the 

Hopkinson property, said to be the oldest house in the town.  It was built by John Emley in 1750 

on a lot which he purchased of Samuel Shourds and wife, July 6, 1749, and the date is on the side 

wall.  William Imlay, by deed December 28, 1767, conveyed it to Isaac Pearson, and he, with 

Elizabeth his wife, conveyed it, February 6, 1771, to Pierre Footman, of Philadelphia, merchant.  

July 1, 1774, Peter Footman and his wife conveyed said premises to Francis Hopkinson, of 

Bordentown, Esq., for £550, and it was then described as: “Beginning at a post, being the most 

northerly corner of a lot of land late belonging to Joseph Wright, formerly sold by John Emley to 

Reese Roberts, in main street; then with the said Wright’s lot, North 65° East, 153 feet 6 inches, 

to a post for a corner, also corner to said Wright’s lot; thence the same, South 25° East, 37 feet 6 

inches to a post for a corner, being also a corner to Samuel Farnsworth’s lot; thence with the lot 

of William Emley’s, North 65° East, 281 feet to a post for a corner of the west side of second 

street, being also a corner of William Emley’s lot; thence with the second street, North 25° West, 

99 feet to a post for a corner; thence South 65° West, 434 feet 6 inches, to the house for a corner, 

on the east side of Main Street; thence with the same, South 25° East, 61 feet 6 inches to the first 

mentioned corner and place of beginning; containing three roods, 13 perches, and 15 square feet 

of land.”  I think this house is still in the possession of the Hopkinson family, and that it is 

unaltered except that it now has a mansard roof. [3071]. 

 Achsah Imlay is mentioned in the will of her mother, Mary Pearson, dated November 3, 

1770, as follows: “Item, I will and bequeathed unto my loving daughter Achsah Imlay, the sum of 

50 pounds, to be paid to her at the expiration of four years after my decease, the interest of the 

above 50 pounds to be paid unto her annually until the expiration of the above four years.  If in 

case she should die before the time expires, the above 50 pounds to be equally divided between 

her children or the survivors of them; and likewise I give unto my said daughter a negro girl 

named Sue.  Item 4, I give  and bequeath and to my grandchildren, to wit: Robert, Peter, Mary, 

Lydia, William, Elizabeth, and Theodosia Imlay, the sum of 38 pounds to each of them, to be paid 

unto them by my executors as they show severally arrive to age, viz: the sons at 21, the daughters 

at the age of 18 years.  If in case any of the abovenamed children should die before they shall 

arrival of age, then their share or shares to be equally divided between them or the survivors of 

them.  Item 5, I will and bequeath the interest that shell arrives on Robert, 
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Peter, William, Elizabeth, and Theodosia Imlay’s legacies to be paid to their mother, Achsah Imlay 

until they shall severally arrive to age, provided she should so long continue a widow, otherwise, 

if she should see fit to marry, the said interest to be equally divided and laid out at the discretion 

of my executors in schooling and clothing the said grandchildren.” [2289]. 

 January 17, 1773, Achsah Imlay, of the township of Chesterfield in the county of 

Burlington, the weak in body of sound mind,” devised her a state to her children: Robert, Peter, 

William, Mary, Lydia, Elizabeth and Theodosia, all of whom appear to have still in minors at that 

time.  Her executors were: “my dear beloved brother, Robert Pearson and Joseph Imlay,” but the 

former appears to have acted alone.  She signed by her mark.  The will was witnessed by a 

Abraham Hunt, Robert Pearson, and Alexander Ferguson, and was proved Feb. 24, 1774.  The 

inventory of her personal property amounted to £120, 16, 11. [2287].  Isaac Pearson, in his will, 

dated July 13, 1775, mentions Mary, Robert, Peter, William, Lydia and Elizabeth, children of his 

sister Achsah Imlay. [2463].  “Joseph Imlay, of Mansfield, and the county of Burlington,” in his 

will, April 1, 1784, devises legacies to Mary Curtis, Lydia and Elizabeth Imlay, daughters of his 

brother William Imlay. [2366]. 

 Miss Mary E Gill says: “William and Achsah Imlay, both dying, left a family of young 

children.  They came to their grandmother, Mary Pearson, and were subsequently taken or 

adopted by different friends or relatives.  Mary, married _____ Curtis to; lived in Pittsburgh, PA.  

Their son, Zedekiah Curtis, married Sarah, daughter of William and Susan (How) Pearson, and 

lived in St. Louis, MO; had three sons: William, Edward, and _____.  Elizabeth, married Joseph 

Newbold.  Their daughter, Lydia Newbold, born in 1801, was the second wife of Rev.  Henry 

Perkins, of Allentown.  Theodosia, married _____ Hillegas.  Lydia, was adopted by Dr. Smith, of 

Trenton; was to have married his son, who died.  Her adopted father left her a comfortable living.  

She purchased that part of the old barracks which was cut off at the opening of Front Street, 

“facing the river,” where she had a very pleasant home. [1194]. 

(XVIII) Isaac Pearson, son of Robert (2) and Mary (Coar), and the twin brother of Robert (19), born 

August 3, 1739, was not quite 14 years old at the time of his father’s death in 1753.  In the will of 

his father, Isaac is mentioned as follows: Item, I give and bequeath unto my beloved son Isaac 

Pearson, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, forever, all that plantation that I 

purchased of John Rogers, and a piece of land adjoining to the lower side of said Rogers 

plantation on the river Delaware, which said piece of land begins at Rogers’ corner on the river 

and runs down the said river until it comes to a small Gut, and then to run up the said Gut until 

it comes to the corner of a plowed field, and then along the side of the fence of the said field till 

it comes to the north corner of the said field, and then still to go along the said field till it comes 

to a pair of Bars that goes into the 12 
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acre piece and it is just by the side of a creek, and from thence runs down the said creek till it 

comes to the lowermost line of Tindall’s land, and from thence runs along the said Tindall’s line 

to Crosswicks Creek, and so runs round the plantation that belonged formerly to Thomas Tindall, 

deceased, telecoms to a line of the aforesaid john Rogers plantation, and then runs along the 

same Rogers Lines to the place of beginning on the river, and is supposed to contain about 400 

acres, and is part of that plantation belonging formerly to Thomas Tindall, which I purchased.  But 

in case my son Isaac should die without issue of his body lawfully begotten, that I give and devise 

all the lands above mentioned to my son Robert Pearson and to the heirs of his body lawfully 

begotten, forever.  And I also give to my said son a Negro boy named Toney.” [2208]. 

 The lands devised to Isaac Pearson as above, appear to have contained about 860 acres, 

being all of the 460 acres his father bought of John Rogers, and 400 acres of the Thomas Tindall 

plantation, which in its entirely, also contained 460 acres.  The residence of Isaac was on the 

Tindall plantation, just west of the burial ground, and the dwelling house, at that time, stood 

north of the present brick mansion, which was built by Isaac just before his death.  It stood on 

the site of the present lane leading to the public road, where the ground begins to rise, and where 

was then the road itself. 

 Isaac is first mentioned in business affairs February 5, 1760, when he and his brother 

Robert purchased of their sister Achsah the 200 acres she had received under their father’s will.  

September 10, of the same year he was appointed guardian of John Pearson, son of his deceased 

half brother, Thomas.  [2247].  The next year, at the age of 22 years, he married Elizabeth Smith.  

The bond for their marriage license, dated September 7, 1761, was signed by Isaac Pearson and 

Gilbert Smith, and sureties for said Isaac Pearson and Elizabeth Smith, spinster, all of Burlington 

County. [1791].  Elizabeth was still living on February 6, 1771, when she signed the deed by which 

a Isaac conveyed to Peter Footman the premises in Bordentown which the said Peter, in 1774, 

sold to Francis Hopkinson, but she must have died not very long afterward, for on December 25, 

1773, Isaac Pearson and John Wallace, both of Burlington County, appear as sureties in a bond 

for license of marriage for said Isaac Pearson and Abigail Atkinson. [1853]. 

 Mary Pearson, the widow of Robert (2), in her will devised to her son Isaac a Negro boy 

named George and a Negro girl named Nance, and named as her executors her sons Isaac and 

Robert.  In 1762, the joint tax of Isaac and Robert Pearson (they were taxed together), was the 

largest paid in the township of Nottingham.  From the time he came of age Isaac was prominent 

and public affairs, holding always 
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some township office, such as town committee, overseer of roads, collector, overseer of the 

poor, chosen freeholder, and town clerk.  He was the clerk of the provincial assembly in 1765.  In 

1774, when colonial resistance if to the authority of Great Britain began to assume a more 

tangible form, and when, on the 21st day of July a convention was held in New Brunswick which 

selected delegates to the general congress to be held at Philadelphia, “a standing committee of 

correspondence” was also formed, comprised of “10 gentlemen from different parts of the 

province,” of whom Isaac Pearson was one.  February 14, 1775, he was chosen a member of the 

Burlington County “Committee of Observation;” and in May of that year he appears as a member 

of the Provincial Congress and Council of Safety, which positions he continued to fill until 

February 28, 1776, after which his name is not found in the proceedings.  When armed rebellion 

against the existing government became an actual fact, there were many who had up to that 

time been active in the cause of the colonists, who, realizing how desperate it was and the risk 

to their persons and estates, had not the courage to come out as open rebels; and there were 

others, loyalist always, and from principle, who, notwithstanding the bad treatment which, in 

common with their neighbors, they had suffered at the hands of the mother country, never 

wavered in their allegiance to her.  There can be no doubt that there were very many excellent 

people in both of these classes.  Not all the virtue and principle was on our side, nor all the 

violence and crime on the other side; an instance of which was the unprovoked murder of Isaac 

Pearson, who appears to have belonged to the former class.  Zealous in the cause of the cause of 

the colonists up to the beginning of the actual hostilities, he appears to have then become panic 

stricken, and “mounted on a swift mare,” he left home for New Brunswick, with the intention – 

in has always been supposed, of taking the oath of allegiance to Great Britain and procuring a 

protection; although Miss Mary Gill says she never heard it said by any of the family that such 

was his purpose.  Anyway, he did not do it, for after passing through Allentown and on towards 

Hightstown, which had then hardly reached the dignity of a village, he found he was pursued, 

and urging his mare to the utmost he sped on, his pursuers gaining upon him, until he reached 

the house of Dr. Ward.  This was at that time the first house reached on approaching Hightstown, 

accepting a school house, which offered no protection.  It was a one story frame house, on the 

westerly side of the road, a short distance north of where are now the grounds of Peddie 

Institute, and the barns were about 100 yards southward of it, beyond which were woods to the 

south and west.  It is said to have been in those days a resort and hiding place for tories and 

refugees.  The Rev. John Seger, a former pastor of the Baptist Church at Hightstown, lived in this 

house until his death in 1870.  Later it was destroyed by fire.  A cedar swamp, vestiges of which 

yet remain, or 
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did a few years ago, and which was the source of “Grape Run,” was a few rods distance from the 

rear or westerly side of the house.  Here, being hard pressed, Isaac dismounted and sought 

shelter, but was driven to escape through the back door, and in trying to reach the cedar swamp 

was discovered and fired upon.  The shot struck him in the back, and killed him instantly.  I do 

not know the exact date of this occurrence, but believe it to have been in the latter part of the 

year 1776.  The identity of his murderers is not known.  A story is told of a man “below 

Allentown,” whose name does not appear, who, upon his death bed, in the delirium of his 

sickness, constantly called the name of Isaac Pearson, which led to the supposition that it was he 

who killed him, but nothing is certainly known as to the manner and motive of his death beyond 

what is given here.  Isaac was at the house of his brother Robert the day of his death, and then 

with him a considerable sum of money, which was not afterwards found.  Anne Stout (daughter 

of John) who in 1778 married William West, was at that time visiting her sister Sarah, the wife of 

John Pearson, son of Thomas, at Isaac Pearson’s house.  She witnessed his departure, and saw 

his body brought home.  Boards were taken from his unfinished barn to make his coffin, and he 

was buried in the family graveyard on his farm.  A man of wealth and high social position, he lies 

in an unmarked grave.  He was about 37 years old at the time of his death.  The “New York Gazette 

and Weekly Mercury,” (Royalist), in its issue for January 13, 1777, contains the following item: 

“Isaac Pearson, Esq., endeavoring to pass through the Jersies on his way to New York, was last 

week murdered by some of the rebellious Banditti who infest the public roads between this city 

and Philadelphia.”  This fixes the date of Isaac’s death in the early part of January, 1777.  He left 

a will dated July 13, 1775, but which, for some unexplained reason, was not proved until January 

30, 1798, 21 years after his death.  He divided his plantation and other lands to his two sons, 

Robert and William.  He also gave Robert a negro man named James and a negro girl named 

Darcus, and to William he gave a negro boy named George and a negro girl named Hannah.  He 

devised to his wife, whose name (Abigail) is not given, 60 pounds a year, his riding chair, a mare 

and colt, etc., etc.  He also mentions John, George, Mary and Elizabeth Pearson, children of his 

brother Robert; Mary, Robert, Peter, William, Lydia and Elizabeth Imlay, children of the sister 

Achsah; and Pearson, Wilson, John and Mary Hunt, children of his sister Theodosia.  He named 

as his executors “my loving wife, my brother Robert Pearson, and my friend Micajah Howe, Esq.,” 

but the estate was eventually settled by his surviving son, William Pearson, who was appointed 

administrator cum test annexo, April 27, 1802.  [2463]. 
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 Isaac Pearson had only two children, and these were by his first wife, Elizabeth Smith.  

They were Robert and William.  Robert died unmarried, when quite a young man. 

 William Pearson, son of Isaac (18) and Elizabeth, born in 1768, is mentioned in 1782 as 

being a pupil at the Trenton Academy.  He married first, Susan How, daughter of Micajah How, 

Esq., of Hunterdon County, who died December 7, 1810, age 38 years.  They had eight children, 

viz: Edward, born in 1796; Mary Yardley, born in 1800; William, born 1801; Elizabeth, born 

September 30, 1803, died unmarried, at St. Louis, MO, October 18, 1867, and was buried in 

Pearson Burial Ground; Robert, moved to the state of New York, “had several children;” Isaac, 

died unmarried, “studied law;” Sarah, married Zedekiah Curtis, son of Mary daughter of William 

and Achsah (Pearson) Imlay; Henry. 

 William Pearson married second, Elizabeth, widow of Azariah Hunt, two of whose 

daughters were the wives of his sons William and Henry.  They had no children.  She was a 

daughter of “Captain” Joseph and Mary (Biles) Borden, of Bordentown, and this was her third 

marriage.  Her first husband was James Salter, whom she married and 1801, at the age of 18, 

and who was at that time state treasurer.  On the 21st of October, 1803, the state treasury, 

which was then kept at the residence of the treasurer (No. 74 Warren St., Trenton), was 

robbed, and Mr. Salter was found bound and gagged, on the floor of the cellar where the safe 

was located. [See Book 2, page 209].  The fees were never found or the money recovered, and 

the shock of this misfortune, physical and mental, is said to have caused his death, which 

occurred shortly afterward, and when they had been married only about 18 months.  Her 

second husband, Azariah Hunt, was a merchant of Lamberton, son of John P. Hunt of Hopewell 

and nephew of Abraham Hunt of Trenton, by whom she had a large number of children, most 

of whom died young.  Azariah Hunt died in 1821.  William Pearson, who was her third husband, 

died Sept. 2, 1835, aged 67 years.  He and both of his wives are buried in the Pearson Burying 

Ground at White Horse. 

 Edward Pearson, son of William and Susan (How), born in 1796, lived in Reading, PA, 

where he married a wife whose name was Frederica, and had children: Edward, Sally, and 

Frederic. 

 Mary Pearson, daughter of William and Susan, born in 1800, married Thomas M. 

Hopkinson, grandson of Francis Hopkinson of Bordentown, poet, and signer of the Declaration 

of Independence.  She died June 28, 1859, and is buried in the Pearson Burial Ground.  

Although she was herself an Episcopalian, it is chiefly to her untiring efforts and generous 

bequest at the “Pearsonville M. E. Church,” which now stands on the old burial lot, owes its 

origin. 

 William Pearson, son of William and Susan, born in 1801, 
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entered the United States Navy as a midshipman, January 1, 1818, and rose to the rank of 

captain.  He served on the Franklin 74, Independence, john Adams (sloop), Columbus 74, 

Hornet (receiving ship at Philadelphia), frigates Falmouth, Constellation, and sloop Marion; and 

the following squadrons: West India, Mediterranean, Pacific, and Brazil stations.  He 

commanded the receiving ship at Philadelphia at the time of his death.  He married, first, 

Martha Taylor, of Bordentown, by whom had three children: William, who was killed in the Civil 

War; Harry, and Charles.  Martha, his wife, died March 28, 1840, in her 32nd year.  He married 

second, Margaret, daughter of as Azariah and Elizabeth (Borden-Salter) Hunt, who died April 6, 

1843, leaving an infant son named John, who also died, October 3, 1843, aged six months and 

three days.  Captain William Pearson died on the homestead farm at White Horse, November 1, 

1852, aged 51 years, and was buried in the Episcopal Graveyard at Bordentown, as were both 

of his wives and his infant son John. 

Henry Pearson, son of William and Susan, married Mary Biles Hunt, a sister to Margaret 

the second wife of his brother, Captain William Pearson above mentioned.  It is said that he 

died in 1846; but there is a stone in the Episcopal Graveyard at Bordentown to the memory of 

Henry Pearson, who died May 21, 1850, but whose age is not given.  His widow, until within 

recent years, resided on a farm on the south bank of Crosswicks creek, between Crosswicks and 

Bordentown. 

(XIX) Robert Pearson, son of Robert (2) and Mary (Coar), and twin brother of Isaac; born August 

3, 1739, is mentioned in his father’s well as follows: Item, I give, devise and bequeath unto my 

well beloved son Robert Pearson and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, all that 

plantation that I now dwell on, contain 540 acres, excepting 50 acres thereof at the northeast 

end thereof, and I also give and devise unto my said son Robert and to the heirs of his body 

lawfully begotten, all the remaining part of the plantation that was Thomas Tindall’s that I have 

not given above to my son Isaac, and all that piece of land that I purchased of Nathan Allen, 

containing 27 acres; and a negro boy named Sharper.  But if in case my said son Robert Pearson 

should die without issue of his body lawfully begotten, then I give and devise his lands to my 

son Isaac Pearson and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, forever. [2208].  Robert was 

constable for Nottingham in 1762, and thereafter almost always held some township office, 

such as town committee, collector, overseer of roads, chosen freeholder.  His mother, Mary 

Pearson, in her will, dated November 3, 1770, and proved before “Micajah How, surrogate,” 

December 10, 1771, divided: “Item 8, I will and bequeath unto my loving son Robert Pearson a 

negro woman named Hagar, a negro man named Dorcus, a Negro girl named Dorias, and negro  

and a   Negro boy named Tonny (Toney); and a 
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a negro boy named Peter until he shall arrive to seven years of age, and then, if he should live 

to that age, then Isaac Pearson is to have him, and pay into the children of Achsah Imlay the 

sum of 20 pounds, to be equally divided among them as they shall severally arrive to age.” 

[2289]. 

 Of the slaves on the Pearson homestead plantation, which in the time of the third 

Robert Pearson was called “South Hill,” Miss Mary E. Gill, who was his grand-daughter, wrote as 

follows: “ The negro girl named Dorcas, left by Mary Pearson and to her son Robert, lived to 

about 1830.  She was old and feeble, could walk about but little.  She was buried on the hill 

back of the garden.  I well remember the death of Dorcas, also Tony’s funeral.  He did not die at 

the house, but was brought to be buried with his people.  The poor negroes: they died, and 

were laid in the ground, with no service or ceremony, and none to mourn their loss.  Old Hagar 

died after having a fit, while milking.  She was carried in, laid on a bed on the floor in the entry, 

and breathed her last; a small, slender old woman.  Have heard the story so often it is though I 

remember her well, although she died before my day.  The negro “Sharpe” was long held in 

memory by an apple tree, the fruit of which he made great account of, tho it was only a pie 

apple.  On baking days we were often sent up to bring apples from “Sharpe’s tree” as it was 

called.  It was then a very old tree, on the side of the orchard.  His name was an indication of his 

character.  He was never dubbed “uncle;” the others were: Uncle Dours, Uncle Tony, Aunt 

Darkiss.  There were also Phillip, Cyrus, Dennis.  Dours died about the same time as his master 

and his daughter Theodosia; three burials in a month.” 

Robert Pearson married Mary Elizabeth daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Ely) Higbee, 

of Trenton.  By the bond for their marriage license, dated April 12, 1764, “Robert Pearson of the 

county of Burlington, and Lawrence Saltar of the same,” were sureties for said “Robert Pearson, 

and Mary Higbee, of the county of Hunterdon.” [1801]. 

 May 7, 1720, “Joseph Higbey, of Hunterdon County, Sadler,” bought of Hugh Ely, for 

£100, “one certain plantation and the county of Hunterdon, beginning at a Mulberry trees by 

the Delaware River side, being a corner to George Ely’s land; thence down said river, 14 chains 

more or less, to Nathaniel Petit’s corner; thence by said Petit’s corner, North Northeast, 76 

chains to a corner tree; thence Northwest, 14 chains more or less, to a white oak tree, being 

another corner of George Ely’s land; then South Southwest by the same, 76 chains to the first 

station; contain 100 acres, be the same or less.  Together with the messuage, tenement,” etc. 

[2907].  Joseph Higbee (2), son of Joseph Higbee abovementioned, lived in 1776, in the house 

(formerly No. 74) now 9-11, North Warren Street, the same which was occupied by James 

Salter, state treasurer, at the time of the robbery in 1803.”  He married first, Elizabeth Ely and 

had two or three children, of whom only Mary, who became the wife of Robert Pearson, lived 

to grow up.  He married second, Rachel Wright, by whom he had: (1) Elizabeth, who was the 

second wife of colonel David Brearley; 
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(2) Sarah, married Joseph Milnor, of Trenton; (3) Catherine, died unmarried; (4) Joseph, married 

Elizabeth Lewis, of Philadelphia, a grand-daughter of the second Elisha Lawrence, of Upper 

Freehold; (5)  Ann, died unmarried; (6) Charles, married Miss Townsend; (7) Rachel, married 

Pearson Hunt; (8) Theodosia, married _____ Woods.  There are no living descendants of the 

first Joseph Higbee, bearing the name of Higbee, excepting possible descendants of Charles 

Higbee, his grandson, who removed to New York City.  The second Joseph Higbee died in 1796, 

age 76 years.  The third Joseph, his son, who married Elizabeth Lewis, was perhaps the father of 

Elizabeth Lawrence Higbee, who in 1825, planted the gravestone of Dr. John Browne in its 

present location against the south wall of St. Michael’s Church, in Trenton, and who claimed to 

be his great grand-daughter; as is related in [Book 3, page 183]. 

 February 23, 1774, Robert Pearson of the township of Nottingham, and Mary his wife, 

conveyed to Isaac Allen, of the township of Trenton, for £650, a certain plantation or tract of 

land in Trenton; Beginning at Delaware River, at the corner of land late Joseph Brittain’s; thence 

along said Brittain’s line and Daniel Cox’s land, North 20° East, 52, 43, to the corner of 

Aalexander’s land; thence North 70° West, 10 chains by land of William Lester; then North 20° 

East, 12, 78, by land of William Yard to a hickory, corner to William Pidgeon; thence North 70° 

West, 8, 25, by land of said Pidgeon; thence South 20° West, 33, 85, by land of Stacy Potts; 

thence South 70° 4 chains; thence South 20° West, 10 chains to the river road; thence by land 

of Joseph DeCow, South 22°30’ West, 18, 15, to Delaware River; thence down the same several 

courses thereof to the place the beginning; containing 97 acres, one rood and six perches.” 

[3124].  Witnessed by Micajah How, Isaac Pearson.  This appears to have been the same tract, 

in a reduced form, which Hugh Ely sold to Joseph Higbee in 1720.  [See Maps, Book 5, pages 67 

& 99]. 

 General Wm. S. Stryker says Robert Pearson lived in Trenton and in 1776, and locates his 

residence on Broad Street, “a short distance south of Ferry Road.”  That is an error.  While he 

doubtless owned the property mentioned he never live there or anywhere other than at “South 

Hill,” and it was there, on December 14, of the year, and he gave his parole for Samuel Tucker, 

treasurer of the Provincial Congress, who remained with him, “at his plantation, for some time.  

The circumstances, as related in evidence, were as follows: 

 “On being informed that the British army of the General Howe was on its march through 

the province, and that their design was to be at Trenton, he (Mr. Samuel Tucker), thought it 

most prudent to remove all his papers, with his most valuable effects, out of Trenton, together 

with the unsigned public money, which he accordingly did on the 30th day of 
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November, 1776, and removed all his bonds, deeds, books of accounts, together with those 

belonging to several estates in his hands as executor, with all his plate, his and his his wife’s 

clothes, with other valuable effects, one horse and phaeton, some Maryland and New Jersey 

loan office money, which she took to the house of Mr. John Abbott, about 5 miles from Trenton 

and the county of Burlington, with about £5818 pounds, 16, 3, of unsigned congress money, 

which he left under the care of John and Samuel Abbott.  General Howell and his army arrived 

at Trenton on Sunday, the 8th of December, and on Monday one Lieutenant Hackshaw, with a 

detachment of British troops, by order of Lieut. Col. Abercrombie, went to the house of Mr. 

John Abbott, in company with Mrs. Mary Pointing, an inhabitant of Trenton, and seized all the 

effects of Mr. Abbott, the property of said Tucker, with those in trust in his hands, together 

with the unsigned public money, and carried the same to the house of Mr. Randle Mitchell, and 

afterwards carried the same or part thereof to Princeton, and from thence to New Brunswick.  

Part of the clothes and linen were sent home, and his wife’s  watch was delivered to her by 

Lieut. Col. Abercrombie.  On 8th of December he left Trenton, and took with him the signed 

public money, amounting to £1504, 4, 0, with about £1000, more, in trust in his hands as 

executor.  The public money he paid to the treasurer, Mr. Smith, and placed the other money 

and such secure places as were in his power, none of which was lost.  On Saturday, the 14th of 

December, he learned that his wife and family were in the most distressed condition from 

sickness.  His wife sent in word begging he would return home.  He set out for home, and when 

about 1 mile from Crosswicks Bridge he was met by John Leonard, Anthony Woodward, and 

about 20 others, on horseback.  Leonard presented a pistol at his breast, and said he had 

General Howe’s order to take him prisoner, and was used very violent language towards him, 

and detained him until Mr. Robert Pearson gave his parole that he should remain on his farm 

until they gave further orders.  He remained at Mr. Pearson’s until ordered home by one Mr. 

Brown, a Hessian lieutenant.  He applied for a protection, which was granted by Colonel Rahl on 

the 17th of December.  He then inquired after his papers, and was found and found part of them 

in Col. Abercromby’s lodgings at Princeton, and afterwards received a part of them found by 

one Mr. Lester and carried to Philadelphia.  He sent a letter to Colonel Abercromby, which was 

delivered by his niece, Elizabeth G white, requesting he would return his property and papers, 

particularly those belonging to Anderson’s and other estates in trust in his hands, and received 

an answer that they could not be delivered with propriety until they knew what part he would 

take or act.”  

“The above facts were affirmed by Samuel Abbott, before Ephraim Harris on the 17th 

day of January, 1777.” 

“Randle Mitchell was also sworn, and upon his examination testified that Colonel 

Abercromby, with 500 men, came to his house on Sunday the 8th of December, and stayed 

there until the Saturday following.  On Tuesday or 
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Wednesday after they first came, some officers in the room where he was, showed him some 

letters directed to Mr. Tucker.  He asked them where they got the letters, and they told him 

they had information of Mr. Tucker’s goods, and that they were concealed in Trenton.  The 

same evening he was called into Colonel Abercromby’s room, who asked me if the new one 

Samuel Tucker.  He answered that he did.  The colonel then asked him about the character and 

situation of Mr. Tucker, and whether he was not a violent rebel.  He answered that Mr. Tucker 

was a man of character and considerable fortune, as he understood: that he was a member of 

the provincial congress and had been president thereof; that he had formerly been sheriff of 

Hunterdon County and a member of assembly, but believed he had never been a violent rebel, 

for he understood that he (Mr. Tucker) had been the chief cause of the last clause being 

inserted in the constitution of New Jersey.  The Colonel then showed a square black trunk and a 

great number of papers and parchment deeds, and said that he must have been a man of 

considerable consequence.  They then asked him to look at some of the deeds, etc.  He told 

them there was no use in his looking at them.  They then pointed to a large parcel of printed 

paper on the floor, and told him to look what a fine parcel of money they had got.  It appeared 

to be about a ream of paper.  They took up some half sheets and counted how much the sheet 

amounted to.  They contained 20 pounds in two shillings each.  They then gave him some of the 

money and desired him to look at it, which he did, and found it signed by only two signers, and 

did not know it ought to be signed by more.  The asked him what he would give for it and he 

said he would not give anything for it, and looked on it as not worth anything.  He asked what 

they intended to do with Mr. Tucker’s papers and money.  The Colonel answered that he would 

pack them in the trunk again and send them to General Howe”. [1427]. 

 It has been charged that the Pearsons, particularly Isaac and Robert, worked tories in 

the revolution.  In examining the history of this family I find a number of them fighting on the 

federal side, but not a single active tory, although they were “Church of England” people, and 

these, as a rule, appear to have favored the royal cause.  Isaac, up to the time of his death, had 

been a prominent and active federalist, and he died before he had the chance to be anything 

else.  Had he lived, he would probably have remained quietly on his farm, taking no active part 

in the conflict, for he seems to have been badly demoralized.  The fact there Robert gave his 

parole for Samuel Tucker, which had been cited as evidence that he was a royalist, only shows 

that he was a man of well known character and responsibility, not known to be a rebel, and 

whose guaranty was deemed sufficient.  There is nothing to indicate on which side his 

sympathies were actually enlisted.  His grand-daughter, Miss Mary Gill, spoke of him as follows: 

“Robert Pearson was thoroughly English.  His attachment for the land of his forefathers was 

very strong.  That, and his connection with the English 
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Church, cast upon him the stigma of toryism.  Nevertheless, he favored the cause of 

independence.  In his better judgment and common sense he knew that it was indeed it was 

indispensable to the prosperity of the colonies; therefore rejoiced of the object had been 

attained.  In this wise his children spoke of him.  He was a strictly temperate man, a virtue not 

common in his day.  Though not a money making man, he was of strict integrity, so that it was 

often set of him: “Mr. Pearson’s word is as good as his bond.” 

 Mary (Higbee), wife of Robert Pearson, died February 26, 1798, aged 52 years.  Robert 

Pearson died January 20, 1820, at the age of 80.  They had 11 children, viz: (1) Joseph, born 

September 25, 1765, died from a wound and made by falling on a knife, September 20, 1775; 

(2) John Westley, born July 16, 1767; (3) Mary, born October 15, 1769, died unmarried, 

February 4, 1844; (4) Elizabeth, born December 30, 1771, died unmarried, August 27, 1850; (5) 

George Douglas, born September 14, 1733; (6) Anne, born September 20, 1776, died 

unmarried, December 29, 1797; (7) Sarah, born April 25, 1778, died unmarried, November 

26,1797; (8) Theodosia, born September 24, 1780, died unmarried, January 12, 1820; (9) Grace, 

born November 21, 1782; (10) Robert Higbee, born September 12, 1784; (11) Rachel, born 

October 25, 1786, died unmarried, October 28, 1828. 

 John Westley Pearson, son of Robert (19) and Mary (Higbee), born July 16, 1767, 

married, first, Nancy Gordon, and had five children, viz: (1) Ann, born April 6, 1804; (2) Mary, 

born in 1807; (3) Theodosia, died young; (4) Sarah, born June 22, 1812; (5) _____.  Nancy died 

about the year 1825, and was buried in Pearson Burial Ground, but has no gravestone.  John W. 

married second, a widow named Van Nort(?) and had by her two children, the first of whom 

died in infancy, and the other married a Coleman.  John Westley Pearson died in August 1849. 

 Ann Pearson, daughter of John Westley, and Nancy (Gordon), born April 6, 1804, 

married in 1823, Joseph Lippet West, and died in 1835.  They had five children, viz: (1) John W. 

P., born October 18, 1823; (2) James Gordon, born September 12, 1825, died in 1887, married 

December 31, 1851, Martha McKean Hutchinson (81) [See page 68]; (3) Ann, born March 6, 

1828, is still living in 1917, a widow in Trenton; she married George Howell; (4) Joseph Pearson, 

born February 7, 1830, died in childhood; (5) Samuel Nutt, born March 21, 1834, married, in 

1859, Mary Ann Nelson, and died August 19, 1917, (no children).  Joseph L. West married 

second, Hannah, widow of Randolph Forman, and had two sons: Randolph Forman West, and 

Joseph Harrison West. 

 Mary Pearson, daughter of John Westley and Nancy (Gordon), born in 1807, married 

Joseph Scott.  She died May 26, 1852.  He died August 5, 1854.  They are buried in the Baptist 

Graveyard at Hamilton Square.  They had children: Pearson, Joseph, Mary Jane. 
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 Sarah Pearson, daughter of John W. and Nancy (Gordon), born June 22, 1812, married 

Kenneth Scoby, who died March 7, 1863, age 55 years, 7 months and 20 days.  She died 

February 2, 1899, aged 86 years, 7 months and 10 days.  They are buried in the Baptist 

Cemetery at Hamilton Square.  Their children were (1) John Westley; (2) Joseph, married Mary 

Embley; (3) Timothy, born March 10, 1842; (4) Ann Elizabeth; (5) Jane, married M. C. Stryker. 

 George Douglas Pearson, son of Robert (19) and Mary (Higbee), born December 14, 

1773, married Mary Cole.  He died February 22, 1821.  They had children: Elizabeth, born June 

11, 1806, married William Voorhees, died November 29, 1835; Mary, married George H. 

Steward (   ); Matilda, who is the second wife of William Voorhees above mentioned; and 

others. 

 Grace Pearson, daughter of Robert (19) and Mary (Higbee), born November 21, 1782, 

married Robert Gill, of Philadelphia, who died at Allentown, NJ, July 31, 1857, in the 77th year of 

his age.  She also died there, March 27, 1860.  Both are buried in the Presbyterian Cemetery at 

Allentown.  They had five children, viz: (1) Mary Elizabeth, born in 1813, died unmarried, 

November 8, 1886, aged 73 years; to whom I am indebted for so much of this material; (2) 

Josiah Hewes, married, died in Philadelphia, leaving no children; (3) Theodosia, died unmarried, 

December 28, 1885, was for many years a patient in the state insane asylum at Trenton; (4) 

Bennington, born in 1817, married in 1847.  Sarah, daughter of Samuel C. and Hetty 

(Montgomery) Newell, “of Eglinton;” died in Trenton, October 1, 1899, and is buried in the 

Presbyterian Cemetery at Allentown.  Their children were: Albert Livingston (deceased), Lucy 

Lawrence (unmarried), Clarence Newell, Hetty Montgomery (unmarried), Joseph Hewes 

(unmarried); (5) Joseph Pearson, married Caroline J. Blaiddell, of Lewiston, Maine, and had: 

Joseph Bennington; and Grace Blaisdell who died in infancy.  He died                       aged 79 years. 

 Robert Higbee Pearson, son of Robert (19) and Mary, born September 12, 1784, married 

Lydia Applegate, and died June 23, 1850.  Their children were: (1) Susan, born 1814, married 

Joseph Quigley, and had three children, died about 1860; (2) Sarah Ann, born 1816, married 

Daniel South and had several children; (3) Theodosia, married William Quigley, brother of 

Joseph above mentioned, said to be descendants of Phillip and Mary (Pearson) Quigley, and 

living at “Dogtown,” in 1884; (4) Robert, married      Barber, lived on a part of the “South Hill” 

tract (now Spring Lake Park), had one son, Robert, and two daughters, one of whom married      

Taylor; (5) Achsah, married       and in 1884 was living a Yardville; (6) Lydia A., died about 1829. 
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(XX) Theodosia Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Mary (Coar), born September 5, 1744, 

married Abraham Hunt.  By the bond for their marriage license, dated February 21, 1764, 

“Abraham Hunt, of the county of Hunterdon, and Moore Furman of the city of Philadelphia,” 

where sureties for “said Abraham Hunt and the Theodosia Pearson.” [1878]. 

 Of Abraham Hunt, Rev. John Hall, D.D., in his “History of the Presbyterian Church of 

Trenton, NJ,” writes as follows: “Abraham Hunt was for many years most prominent and 

opulent merchant of the town.  He was in the board of trustees of the Presbyterian Church 

from 1764 until his death at the age of 81, October 27, 1821, a period of 57 years.  He was 

regular in his attendance of the meetings down to 1818.  In that year he made his will, 

bequeathing $100 to this church and the same amount to the Episcopal.  He was postmaster of 

Trenton both before and after the revolution.  His grandson, Mr. Wesley Hunt, had his in his 

possession one of his commissions, dated January 10, 1764, by which “Benjamin Franklin and 

John Foxcroft, Postmasters General of all His Majesty’s Provinces and Dominions in the 

continent of North America,” appoint Abraham Hunt Deputy Postmaster in Trenton for three 

years; and another, dated October 3, 1775, also for three years, from “Benjamin Franklin, 

Postmaster General of all the United Colonies on the continent of North America.” [1366]. 

 The store and residence of Abraham Hunt was the property at the northwesterly corner 

of State and Warren Streets (then known as Second and King), fronting the latter.  It extended 

165 feet westerly on State Street, and 66 feet on Warren, to the store now occupied by Joseph 

Ashton (Nos. 9-11), the same which was the residence of James Saltar, state treasurer, in 1803.  

It was the same which William Trent sold to Joseph Peace in 1721, Joseph Peace to Francis 

Bowes in 1739, and Francis Bowes to Andrew Reed in 1742.  The buildings were removed for 

the erection of the Masonic Temple, which is now, in turn, being demolished by the Trenton 

Banking Company.  In Abraham Hunt’s time the market house stood in the middle of Warren 

Street, in front of his store and dwelling, extending northward from State about 60 feet.  At its 

southerly end, about the middle of the crossing, was the town pump, and near it the whipping 

post, and stocks, or pillory.  The post office was capped by Abraham Hunt at the southeast 

corner of State and Warren.  His stables whereon the southerly side of West State Street, at the 

westerly corner of Sterling’s Alley. 

 February 1, 1776, “Abraham Hunt, of Trenton, and Theodosia, his wife,” conveyed to 

William Cubberly, of the township of Nottingham, for £500, Theodosia’s share of the land that 

was devised by her father to his daughters Achsah and Theodosia Pearson.  The deed recites 

that: “Whereas Robert Pearson, Esquire, late of Nottingham, deceased, was seized of a certain 

tract of land which his father purchased of John 
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Snowden, and also one other tract of land which he the said Robert Pearson purchased of John 

Marland, both situated in the township of Nottingham and adjoining to each other; and the said 

Robert Pearson, being seized of the whole, did devise to his two daughters, Achsah Pearson and 

Theodosia Pearson, all that tract which he purchased of John Marland, and part of that tract 

purchased of said John Snowden, to be equally divided, and the part, share, etc., of said Achsah 

Pearson is part of said John Snowden’s tract of land which is bounded as follows, vix: (described 

as on page 91); and the part, share and portion allotted to the said the Theodosia Pearson is the 

tract purchased of said Marland and all the residue and remainder of said Snowden’s, 

containing by estimation 270 acres (not otherwise described); now this indenture witnesseth”, 

etc. [3053].  This track was located on the brook known as Pond Run, east of the road leading 

from Hamilton Square to Yardville, and north of the site of the old Pearson Brickyards, where, it 

is said, up to about 1835, pretty much all the bricks used in Trenton were made.  These 

brickyards were on land of John W. Pearson, and were operated about 1856 by his grandson, 

James G. West.  The farm now all of Mount Rogers, is a part of the John Marland tract of 200 

acres above mentioned [See page 74]. 

 It has been said of Abraham Hunt, as of the Pearsons, that he was a tory, but all the 

evidence obtainable is to the contrary.  He, as well as Isaac Pearson, appears as one of the 

provincial “committee of correspondence,” July 21, 1774, and he was present as a member of 

that body at its meeting at New Brunswick, May 2, 1775.  February 2, 1776, the provincial 

congress ordered: that the blankets belonging to the barracks in Trenton be appropriated to 

the use of the continental forces, and that “Mr. Abraham Hunt and Mr. Alexander Chambers, of 

the town aforesaid, be requested to ascertain the value of said blankets, and to transmit an 

account thereof to John Dennis, Esq., the eastern treasurer.”  July 6, 1766 the provincial 

congress resolved: “that the several township committees throughout this colony to 

immediately exert themselves in procuring lead for the use of the army now engaged in our 

defence, as the demand for that article is very great and pressing; that to this end they do 

forthwith collect all the leaden weights of shops, stores and mills, of one pound weight and 

upwards, and also all other lead in and about houses and other places; and that they forward all 

the lead that shall by them be so collected to the hands of Alexander Chambers, Abraham Hunt, 

David Pinkerton and William Tucker, in Trenton (and other parties in different parts of the 

province) or any of them, commissioners appointed for the purchasing arms, etc.; and the said 

commissioners are directed to pay for all such lead at the rate of six pence proclamation money 

the pound weight, together with the reasonable expense that may arise in forwarding the 

same.” 
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The calumny against Abraham Hunt’s patriotism appears to have resulted from his 

entertainment of the Hessian Colonel Rahl, the night before the battle of Trenton.  My own 

version of this historic incident is as follows: On the evening of Christmas, 1776, when Trenton 

was in the hands of the Hessian commander, Colonel Rahl, he and some of his officers were 

invited to supper at the house of Mr. Hunt, who undertook, by applying them well with liquor 

and interesting them in cards, two so occupy the Hessian commander that he should have no 

opportunity to learn of the movements of Washington, of which he, the host, was probably well 

informed.  The plan was a complete success.  That night was spent in hilarity.  The negro man at 

the door had orders to let no one going in or out.  The guests thought of nothing but the good 

time they were having.  Over in Bucks County, the royalists discovered Washington crossing the 

Delaware, on his way down to Trenton to surprise the British forces, and a Bucks County tory, at 

the risk of his life, was sent across the river with a note so informing the Hessian commander.  

Reaching Trenton he went first to his quarters, at the house and Stacy Potts, but he was not 

there.  A sergeant wanted him to leave the note, which he refused to do, having positive orders 

to deliver it in person.  So they went out together to search for the missing colonel, and sometime 

after midnight located him at the Hunt mansion.  But the doorkeeper would not admit them, and 

finally, as it was the best they could do, the note was sent into Rahl, who, being in the midst of a 

very interesting game of cards, glanced at the address, and put it in his pocket unopened.  He did 

not think of it again until next day when, being taken to his quarters bleeding, dying and defeated, 

he handed out his pocket books to Mrs. Potts, and then saw the forgotten note.  After reading it 

he said with a sigh: “If I had read this at Mr. Hunt’s I would not now be here.” [1217].  It is said 

that the battle of Trenton, small affair as it was in the light of modern warfare, was the turning 

point in the revolution.  If it had not been for Abraham Hunt’s part in that night’s work its result 

might not have been so favorable to the federal cause.  He was postmaster at Trenton, after, as 

well as before the revolution, and that is an office for which governments usually select only loyal 

subjects.  He was alderman and 1792.  In that year he was the assignee of George Douglas, who 

had failed in business at Bordentown.  In 1790, he was one of the company formed to assist John 

Fitch in those experiments to which resulted and the successful application of steam power to 

navigation.  Fitch had been first lieutenant in the first military company formed in Trenton, and 

as such had wintered at Valley Forge, but was afterward gunsmith and armorer for the 

continental army, for which the British burned the shop and contents that Trenton, valued at 

$3000. 

 Theodosia Pearson, the first wife of Abraham Hunt, is mentioned in her mother’s will, 

November 3, 1770, as follows: “Item 6, I will and bequeath to my loving daughter Theodosia Hunt, 

the sum of 50 pounds, to be paid to her by 
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my executors four years after my decease, without interest, and likewise, a negro girl named 

Jenny.”  She is also mentioned by her brother Isaac Pearson, in his will, July 13, 1775.  She died 

March 4, 1784, at the age of 39 years, and at the birth of her eighteenth child.  Her tombstone, 

in the first Presbyterian ground at  Trenton, says of her: “Such was the cheerful, uninterrupted 

benevolence of her heart, such was the gentleness and purity of her manners, that she never 

made an enemy, nor ever lost a friend.  To know her once was to lever forever.” [1366]. 

 The second wife of Abraham Hunt was Mary Dagworthy, who died April 4, 1814, aged 65 

years.  She had three children, but only one: Theodosia, lived to grow up, and she died at the age 

of 21 or 22 years.  The Dagworthy family lived on the premises at the northerly corner of Broad 

and Ferry Streets, (formerly the Eagle Hotel), and Mary taught school there.  She was a zealous 

patriot, and was active in aiding the sick and wounded soldiers. 

 Of the children of Abraham and Theodosia (Pearson) Hunt, only four lived to marry and 

have children, viz: Pearson, Wilson, John, and Mary. 

 Abraham Hunt died in 1821, aged 81 years.  He was a son of Wilson Hunt, of Hopewell, 

and one of a large family of children, among whom was Wilson P. Hunt, the leader of John Jacob 

Astor’s famous expedition across the continent in 1811, and the hero of Irving’s “Astoria.”  Also 

of this family was Azaraiah Hunt, who was the second husband of Elizabeth (Borden)  

Saltar, [See page 87], and who carried on a large store business at Lamberton, in which he 

succeeded by his son James.  Peter Hunt, son of James, was appointed Adjutant General of NJ in 

1804, was a director of the Trenton Banking Company at its organization in 1805, and died March 

11, 1810.  His son, Captain William E. Hunt, was lost in the US sloop of war “Levant,” about 1862. 

 Pearson Hunt, son of Abraham and Theodosia, was the first cashier of the Trenton 

Banking Company in 1805, and until his death in 1828.  He married Rachel Higbee, daughter of 

the second Joseph, and had three children, viz: (1) Westley P., born March 31, 1806, married 

Mary Gulick, of Princeton, and had several children.  He died December 20, 1866; (2) John, 

“studied medicine, died early.”  (3) Theodosia, died unmarried. 

(V) Elizabeth Pearson, daughter of Robert (2) and Elizabeth (Tindall), born October 17, 1710, 

married, by licensed dated March 24, 1730, “John Hutchinson, of the township of Perth Amboy 

in the count of Middlesex, yeoman.”  In the will of her father, and 1751, Elizabeth and her children 

are mentioned as follows: “Item, I given and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth Hutchinson, 

during her natural life, all that tract of land which my father, Robert Pearson, purchased of John 

Hutchinson, containing 500 acres, lying on the north side of John Abbott’s meadow, and also 

another piece of land, being part of the plantation I now live on, containing 50 acres, and I do 

give, devise and bequeath, after the decease of my said daughter Elizabeth Hutchinson, the land 

given as abovesaid to her, to be equally 
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divided between her four sons, viz: John Hutchinson, Robert Hutchinson, Jonathan Hutchinson 

and Thomas Hutchinson, to be held by them, their heirs and assigns, forever.  But in case any of 

them the said four sons should die before their Mother, then the share or part of him that shall 

die without lawful issue shall descend to the youngest son of the said Elizabeth Hutchinson; and 

I also give to my daughter Elizabeth Hutchinson 5 pounds, and to her five daughters, viz: Sarah, 

Elizabeth, Rachel, Anne and Mary, 5 pounds apiece, and to her youngest son 5 pounds also.” 

[2208]. 

 All that is known as John and Elizabeth (Pearson) Hutchinson, is recorded in my account 

of them and their descendants [at page 45].  Their son Robert Hutchinson was my great 

grandfather. 

August 31, 1917                    Charles R. Hutchinson
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