
THE RICKEY FAMILY 

LEXANDER RICKEY, who came to Pennsylvania in 
the ship '' Shield," December 10, 1698, was born in 
Scotland in 1688, and died in Upper Makefield Town 
ship, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in December, 1758. 
He was probably accompanied by a brother or father 
named John. He was a Quaker, and first became a 
member of Abington Meeting, but later joined Falls 
Meeting. In 1715 he was married at Abington Meet 

ing, by Friends ceremony, to Ann Keirl, daughter of Thomas and Julian 
(also spelled Jellin or Gillian) Keirl, of Bristol Township, Bucks County. 
In 1837 he purchased a large acreage in Upper Makefield, where he engaged 
in raising sheep. Later he built a mill, and also became the owner of five 
hundred and forty-three acres of land in Bristol Township. 
Children of Alexander and Ann (Keirl) Rickey: 

i. THOMAS RICKEY, born February 15, J716; married Hannah, daughter of Thomas 
Downey, 

i�. JOHN RlcK£Y, born November 17, [717 i died September 3, 1798; married Mary 
Hutchinson. 

iii. CATHARINE RICKEY, bcru August 20, 1720; married (1) Randal, son of Jolin 
Hutchinson by his wife Phebe Kirkbride i (2) Joseph Milnor, of Trenton, New 
J erscy. 

iv. At&xAND£R RICKEY, born October 26, 1723. 
v. RAceEL RICKEY, born December 26, 1726; married Symmes Betts, at Falls Meeting, 

November 16, 1768. Left no children. 
vi. }AMES RICKEY, born September J, 1729. 

vii. ANN RICk'"EY, born January 26, 1732; married Mahlon Kirkbride, Jr., of Lower 
Makefield Township, at Falls Meeting, November 30, 1754. Left no children. 

viii. MARY RICKEY, born October 10, 1734 ; married Alexander Derbyshire. Le£t a 
large family, names unknown. 

ix. SAR.All RICKEY, born May 24, 1737. 
x. Kl:tRL RICKEY, born June 2, 17-10; married Sarah, daughter of John Milnor, at 

Falls Meeting, April 9, 1766. 

JOHN RICKEY, son of Alexander Rickey by his wife Ann Keirl, was 
born in Upper Makefield Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and died in 
Trenton, New Jersey, where he owned a fa111,, on September 3, 1798. He 
removed from Bucks County to Trenton. Part of the battle of Trenton, 
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December 26, 1776, was Iought on this farm. T11e Hessians under Colonel 
Rahl surrendered i11 his apple-orchard. A company of them took possession 
of his house, drove the family out, and planted a gun in the hall. Captain 
Washington, nephew of General Washington, advanced to dislodge them with 
a field-piece, but, finding his men exposed to a merciless fire, suddenly from 
among them, lie rushed into the house, seized the officer in command of the 
gti11. and claimed him as a prisoner. His men followed, and the whole com 
pany of intruders were made prisoners. He was the only American officer 
wounded in the battle, a ball having passed through his hand. But two 
Americans were killed, though a few were wounded.' 

Dttring all of this excitement, .Tohn Rickey, who is said to have been an 
irascible old man, had not been a passive spectator, and it is a tradition in his 
family that lie and his son Michael, twenty i•ears old, who was killed in battle 
three years later, threw aside their Quaker principles and fought bravely on 
the American side. After this, war was too near for John Rickey to sit idly 
by and look on, so 011 March 28, 1778, he joined the Pennsylvania Artillery, 
Second Regiment, tinder Colonel Lamb, and was proposed as corporal J anuary 
1, 1780.2 

The house where the fight occurred with the Hessians was a double stone 
one, built by Jolin Rickey in 175'.?, one story high, with hipped roof, and stood 
frouting the street on the spot where now stands the l1011se of Mercer Beasley, 
Esq, The apple-orchard stood where now is the corner of Hanover and 
Stockton Streets, between the Presbyterian Church and the old Iron Works, 
occupying all the ground between the two places and the Assumpink Creek 
and Friends meeting-house on the corner of Hanover and Montgomery 
Streets. 

The house and fa1111 were left to his widow at his death, who in turn left 
it to her two orphan granclchildren, John Rickey and Randal Hutchinson 
Rickey, whom she had brought tip. The executor of the estate seems to have 
mismanaged it, for the whole farm, now comprising a large part of the City 
of Trenton, was allowed to be sold for taxes. The old house was torn down 
some years later, and on its site stands the present State-house. 

John Rickey married on J11ly 27, 1749, at Falls Meeting, Mary Hutchin 
son, born February 29, 1728; died November 24, 1812. Their quaint old 
marriage certificate" is still in the family and reads as Iollows : 

• Rawn's History of Trenton, pages 163 and 167. 
1
" Pennsylvania in the '''ar of the Revolution," vol, ii, page 187. 
• It was given by Mary Hutchinson Rickey to her daughter's daughter, Mary Smith, 

who married Isaac Barnes, who embroidered a "husseff 11 (house-wife) in which it was 
wrapped, and gave it to her cousin John Rickey,-also a grandchild of the old lady. He 
gave it to his eldest son, Randal, who le{t it in turn to his daughter Amy, of Trenton. 
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•• WHEREAS, John Rickey, son of Alexander Rickey of Wakefield of the County of 
Bucks, in the Province of Pennsylvania, and Mary Hutchinson, daughter of John Hutchin 
son, late of Falls Township in the County aforesaid, having intention of marriage of oath, 
did publish the same before several monthly meetings of the people called Quakers, accord 
ing to the good order amongst them, who so proceeding therein, having consent of parents 
and relations, concerning their said proposals, were allowed of before the said meetings. 

These are to certify all whom it may concern, that for the full accomplishment of their 
said intentions, this twenty-seventh day or the seventh month A.O. 1749, they, the said John 
Rickey and Mary Hutchinson, appeared in a public and solemn assembly of the aforesaid 
people and others met together at their usual meeting-house in the Falls Township aforesaid, 
and the said John Rickey taking the said Mary Hutchinson by the hand, did in a solemn 
manner openly declare that he took her to be his wife, promising through the Lord's assist 
ance, to be unto her a loving and faithful husband until death should separate them, and 
then in the said assembly, the said Mary Hutchinson did in a like manner declare that she 
took the said John Rickey to her husband, promising through the Lord's assistance, to be 
unto him a loving and faithful wife until death should separate them, and moreover, they, 
the said John Rickey and MJry Hutchinson, according to the custom of marriage, assuming 
the name of her husband. 

In confirmation thereof do show. and they and those present set their hands and we 
,vhose names are hereunder subscribed being amongst those present at the solemnization 
of their said marriage, and the subscription in manner aforesaid, as witnesses have hereunto 
also to these presents set our hands the day and year above written. 

]OH� RICKEY 
MARY RJcKEY 

Wm. Atkinson 
Johnathan Palmer 
Jo White 
Thos Ycards1ey 
Benj. Holden 
John Palmer, Jr. 
·Anne Palmer 
John Bates 
Thos. Barnes 
Sarah Kirkbride 
Fraven Palmer 
Mary Hough 
Elizabeth Palmer 

Samit Hutchinson 
Andre,v Woode 
John:ithan Palmer Jr 
John Palmer, Sr. 
Joseph Bogart 
John Welding 
Abram Speno 
Samuel Yardley 
Themas Jenkins 
Samuel Hutchinson 
Alexander Rickey 
Thomas Rickey 
Phebe Lovett 

Rachel Rickey 
Josc.:ph Hutchinson 
Michael Hutchinson 
Randal Hutchinson 
Alexander Rickey, Sr 
Samuel Lovett 
John Kirkbride 
Mahlon Kirkbride 
Ann Rickey 
James Rickey 
Mary Rickey 

Mary Hutchinson, wife of John Rickey, was a daughter of john Hutchin 
son and Sarai, Burgess, of Bucks County, Pennsylvania. John Hutchinson 
was an English Quaker who came to Pennsylvania prior to 1702, and it has 
been suggested that he was probably a near relative of Thomas Hutchinson, 
1vl10, at a!' earlier period, settled in New Jersey near what became the 
Citi· of Trenton, and possessed a manor known as '' Hutchinson's Manor." 
John Hutchinson 1 was born in 1680, and died in 1745. He married, in 1706, 

1 An extended account of John IIutchinson and some of his descendants, by Frank 
Willing Leach, is published in Tiie Nortb A�11erican, of Philadelphia, in its issue of 2:J 
August, 1Q08. 
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Phebe, daughter of Joseph Kirkbride, Esq., one of the foremost men in 
Bucks County, by his wife Phebe, daughter of Randall and Alice Blackshaw, 
Mrs. Phebe Hutchinson died about 1724, and on May 24, 1726, Mr. Hutch 
inson married, as second wife, Sarah Burgess, a daughter of Samuel Burgess, 
who served in the Pennsylvania Assembly, as one of the representatives of 
Bucks County, in 1712, and died in 1714.1 By his first wife, Phebe Kirk 
bride, John Hutchinson had seven children, and by his second wife, Sarah 
Burgess, five children." 

•• Mary Hutchinson was one of the most saintly of women," her grandson 
said, '' and under many troubles was always cheerful." She is mentioned in 
the following letter written by Reverend Joseph Hutchins to her grandson, 
Randal Hutchinson Rickey: 

" St. George's Parsonage, 
Barbados, June 2:9th, 

"Me. RAt-DAL RICKEY, 
Dear Sir:- · 
"Excuse me for my long delay in thanking you for your favor dated Deer. aoth, 1817. 

My correspondence, both here and abroad, engross much of my time, and to this corres 
pondence has been added, for the last four weeks, the Curacy of the parish of St. George, 
which I have engaged to fill, during the absence of the Rector, the Rev. Anthony Heighley 
Thomas, who is gone to England for the recovery of his health. 11:y nieces reside with me 
in Mr. P's parsonage and contribute to make my residence more comfortable than it would 
be without their help and attention. 

"Your grandmother Jives at the distance of 8 or 10 miles from me. Could I con· 
veniently walk that journey in a hot climate I would sometimes go to sec her, ,vhich is a 
pleasure I have not enjoyed since my receipt of your letter. 11y feet arc always preferred 
by me to a horse and ca.rriage; on account of an old complaint from which Dr. Physick 
relieved me in Philadelphia, [ prudently avoid as much as possible, riding on horseback. 
But notwithstanding my inability to vi�it your good grandmother, my long-respected friend 
Mrs. \,Vatennan, I sometimes hear from her and of her, and Iorwarded her answers to your 
letter, with several others from her, to Philadelphia. She still enjoys, I am told, very good 
health and resides chiefly with her daughter Mrs. Clark and sometimes visits her other 
daughter, Mrs. Armstrong. 

"Your Uncle Samuel died a Iew months past at the house of his affectionate sister 
Mrs. A. and under the care of his mother, Mrs. \V. Thus the poor unfortunate man had the 

1 Samuel Burgess had a wife Eleanor, who was a noted Quaker preacher. On account 
of her growing feebleness in her last years, the Falls Meeting of Friends met at her house 
after securing a license £or that purpose. 

'The children 0£ John and Phebe (I(irkbride) Hutchinson wcre : I. John, 2. Joseph. 
J. Thomas. 4 Michael. 5, Randal. 6. Nehemiah. 7. Hannah. The children by Sarah 
Burgess were : 1. Priscil!a, who married a Coates. 2. Phebe, who married Edmund Lovett 
3. Mary, who married John Rickey, as stated in the text. 4. Samuel. 5. Mercy. The sons 
Michael and Randal were twins. 

Randal Hutchinson, the fifth child of John Hutchinson, married, as his second wife, 
Catharine Rickey, daughter of Alexander Rickey, and sister of John Rickey of the text, and 
by her was the father of Dr. James Hutchinson, a distinguished surgeon in the Revolution, 
and of Mahlon Hutchinson, an eminent merchant, both residents of Philadelphia, and both 
founding families there ,vhich have been prominent in the social and public life of that city. 
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satisfaction and (Ioved it) of breathing his last among his dearest relations and friends. 
The benevolent Mrs. Mary Waterman advised and promoted the return of your uncle Samuel 
to Barbados, when he accompanied my nieces and myself from Philadelphia. He was very 
friendly in his disposition and remarkable for his integrity and for his good sense also, 
until it became impaired by disease. His departure from this world of trials was a very 
merciful relief both to himself and friends. 

"Dr. Armstrong has sold his plantation in St. Peter's and has removed, or will soon 
remove your aunt and her large family to a smaller plantation which lies in St, Philip or 
Christ Church parish, adjoining St. George's in which I live. Her boy who was long 
afflicted with disease, is, I am told, dead. I have not seen Mrs. Armstrong since my return 
to Barbados in Nov. 1815. Your grandmother visited our family two or three times in 
Bridgcto,vn. She has it not, I believe, in her power to be generous to yourself and brother. 
Her husband left her but a very scanty income, which is decently sufficient for her own 
support among her relations here. 

"To-day I have been in the neighborhood of your uncle, Mr. Joseph Waterman, whom 
I have seen only once since my arrival; and then he either did not or would not know me, 
though I attended as Curate of St. George's, the funeral of a friend in Company with him. 

"I sincerely wish you success in all your honest pursuits. You are not too oid for 
improving your natural parts by study and diligence, and for retrieving, in a great measure, 
what you lost in youth by misfortune, or by the neglect of your friends. Your grandmother 
Rickey I very weU remember and also her maternal goodness to your afflicted mother: She 
was an excellent old lady and deserves the grateful remembrance of her grandchildren. 

u Send me a letter as often as you have leisure and opportunity. 

Addressed to 
II Mr. Randal Rickey, 

Trenton, 
New Jersey." 

111 am 
Your Friend and \Veil \Visher, 

]OSEPII HUTCHJN"S.'' 

When Randal Rickey, her fifth son to die, died in 1802, she took his 
beautiful widow, who had gone insane from grief, and his two little boys, 
into her own house ( the one in which the Hessians were captured) and took 
care of them. The daughter-in-law died in 1807, and the two little grand 
children lived with her until her death in 1812. Randal H. Rickey showed 
his appreciation and love for lier by naming his eldest daughter after lier. 
Children of John and Mary (Hutchinson) Rickey: 

i, ]OSEPB RICKEY, born March 28, I750; died May 8, 1797; married Mary Quigley, 
born October 8, 1755; died April 9, 1827; daughter of Isaac and Mary Quigley, 
of Hamilton Square, New Jersey. 

ii. JoHN RICKEY, born November 8, r751; died April 18, 1829; married, April 28, 178.z, 
Amy Olden, born in 1750; died in 1829; daughter of Joseph and Ann Olden. 

iii. ANN RICKEY, born h·(ay z, r754; died January 27, 1829; married William Smith. 
iv. MICHAEL RICKEY, born August 29, 1756; died June 29, 1779. 
v. SAMUEL RICKEY, born March 21 1759; died August 10, 1759. 

vi. ]AhlES RICKEY, born March J, 1761; died August 20, 1767. 
vii. RANDAL RICKEY, born December 41 1766; died December 3. 18o2; married Margaret 

\Vaterman. 
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RANDA!.. RICKEY, the seventh and youngest child of John Rickey by 
his wi Ie Mary Hutchinson, was born December 4, 1766, and died December 3, 
1802. He was a prosperous hardware merchant i11 Trenton, New jersey, 
until he failed in business, owing to the drop in the value of Continental cur 
rency, His son, Randal Hutchinson Rickey, said he could remember when a 
small boy seeing a barrel of the worthless stuff in his father's cellar. !11 Jul)-. 
1785, he was among the twenty-five gentlemen who subscribed the sum of one 
pound ten shillings each for the purpose of purchasing a new fire-engine, He 
was named after his mother's half-brother, Randal Hutchinson. He died 
when he was thirty-six years old, his death being hastened by business worries. 

He married, September Ir, 1794, Margaret Water man, the ceremony 
being performed by Reverend William Frazer, Rector of St. Michael's Protes 
tant Episcopal Church, Trenton, New Jersey. Up to this time he had been 
in fello,vship with Friends, but he now '' lost his birthright " and was '' read 
out of meeting," on account of being married by a '1 hireling priest," as Chris 
tian ministers were then styled by the Quakers. 

His wife, Margaret Waterman, born in Speightstown, Island of Barba 
dos, September 24, 1772; died October 5, 1807, and is buried in Christ Church 
ht1rying ground, Philadelphia. She was a daughter of Benoni and Sarah 
(Skinner} Waterman, of the Island of Barbados.' 

Margaret Waterman was very beautiful, and had glorious hair which 
extended almost to her knees. The Waterrnans were a fair people. Her 
son Randal always pictured her in his mind as he saw her just after his father 
dietl-he was then almost four years old-,vith her golden hair around her. 
Margaret Waterman was very learned for a woman in her tirne ; she is 
said to have taught lier son Randal to read the Bible in both Greek and Latin 
when he was but three years old, showing that lie must have been a very 
precocious lad. 

I Benoni Waterman is said to have been born in London, England, in 1725, and to have 
been the son of Sir Thomas \\1aterman, born in London in 1675, and grandson of Sir George 
Waterman, of London, knighted by Charles II; high sheriff of London in 1655 and 1666. 
and Lord Mayor in 1667 or 1672. Benoni removed from England to the Barbados, where 
he owned three large coffee plantations, his ships carrying their products all over the world. 
His sons, Thomas anct Isaac, hact a large wholesale house in Philadelphia for its sale. 
In 17&>, after the "greal hurricane" in the Barbados, which ruined so many people, he 
camc to the United States, living in Philadelphia and Trenton, returning some years later 
to the Barbados, leaving his sons in charge of the . Arnerican end of his business in Phila· 
delphia, and his daughter, who had married Randal Rickey, in Trenton. He died in Bar· 
bados in rgcc, leaving his ,vife comfortably off. He had several other children all of 
whorn lived in Barbados. One daughter married a Mr. Clark, and one a Dr. Armstrong, 
of St. Phillip's Parish. .,. 
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Children of Randal and Margaret (Waterman ) Rickey: 
i. BENCINI WATER?,IAN RICKEY, was born September 24, 1795; died August 12, 1797. 
ii. ]OHN RICKEY,' born May 1, 1797; died in 1865; married November 10, 1827, Sarah, 

daughter of Pierce and Lydia Raymond. 
iii. RANDAL HUTCHINSO:s RtCKEY, born February 15, 1799; died August 6, 1855 i mar 

ried (1) Eliza Stock; (2) Susanna McAuley 

RANDAL HUTCIIINSON RICKEY, son of Randal Rickey by his wife 
Margaret Waterman, was born in Trenton, New Jersey, February 19, 1799, 
and died in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 6, 1855. As has been stated, he and 
his brother John were" brought up by their grandmotl1er, Mary Hutchinson 
Rickey, in the historical old Rickey homestead in Trenton. He said he could 
remember picking American bullets out of the heavy front door where they 
had lodged on that memorable day of the battle of Trenton, When but thir 
teen years of age he was sent to live with his mother's brother, Thomas Water 
man, whose wife, Katharine Harbeson, was intensely jealous of the youth be 
cause she thought her husband cared more for him than for his own children; 
she therefore did all in her power to make her little nephew's life miserable. 
Finally, when he was fourteen years old, the climax was reached one morning 
when she threw a cup of coffee at him. Resenting this insult, he arose and 
quietly said, his Quaker-spirit mastering his anger, '' Uncle Thomas, I cannot 
bear it any longer. I must leave you." So his uncle placed him on one of 
his vessels trading with the West Indies. There the sailors treated him 
harshly because he refused to lie for them by saying he had spilled their grog, 
so they might claim more. The captain hearing of it afterwards, always had 

• 

l John Rickey received a letter from his grandmother, Sarah B. Waterman, of which 
the following is a copy: 

" Christ Church Parish, Barbados, March 1, 1821. 
My Dear John:- 

The Revd. Mr. Hutchins intenting sailing to America affords me I hope a safe con 
veyance of a letter to you. I wrote to you in the year 1816 and 1817; having never received 
an answer leaves me in doubt whether you received them. I flatter mystlf I shall be more 
successful with this. I hope you enjoy good health and arc in favorahlc way in business. 
I wish it was in my power to assist you, dear boy. I received a Jetter from your Brother 
in 1815 informing me he intended going to Mobile. Let me know if he went and how he 
has succeeded. Give my best regards to your Relatives and my old friend Doctor Belveilt 
also my love to my good neighbors, the Kirkbride family, who I hope are well. Accept 
the love and good wishes of your relatives here. My dear love to your brother; accepting 
the same from 

Your truly affectionate 
Grandmother s. n. WATE..RMAN. 

P. S. Please to apply to Mrs. 1-{ary Waterman and she will deliver you two Guineas. 
I hope the last I sent you received." 

'JS 
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the youth cal in his cabin. After spending a year on the ship, which went 
around the world, he returned to Philadelphia and apprenticed himself to a 
builder named William E. Smith, who sent him on the brig '' Leader," 
Captain Allen, December 18, 1814, with others, to repair Fort Boyer, on 
Mobile Point, Alabama. Here he was attacked with yellow-fever and almost 
died. This was during the War of 1812. The British had attacked the fort 
two months before and had been repulsed. Randal remained there until 
May 5, I 819, when he sailed for New York. No fighting occurred during 
his stay, but having been in the service of his country at this period qualified 
his descendants for membership in the Society of the Daughters of 1812. 

He cancelled his indenture to Wm. E. Smith on October 7, 1819, being 
almost twenty-one, and accepted work with John Stock, a German builder. 
The latter came to him one day and said he had discovered that his daughter 
Eliza was in love with him (Randal) and suggested that he marry her, which 
he did. She died the following year. 

He then became an independent builder, having many apprentices under 
him, studying at night books relating to surveying. He was a prominent 
Mason and an Odd Fellow, His daughter Rosetta could remember, when a 
child, being held up by one of the apprentices to see her father march by in 
one of their processions. In the procession he wore the emblem of the order, 
a white satin apron on which a large eye was painted. She said it was just 
like the one Washington wears in one of his portraits. 

I-le was appointed principal surveyor of the District of Southwark (Phila 
delphia), which position he held until he left, in 1837, for '' the Western 
country," Cincinnati, Ohio. 

He and his wife went to see the first railroad train pull out of Philadel 
phia. Soon after this, his wife's two sisters went to live in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and she so longed to see them that finally she persuaded her husband to leave 
Philadelphia and go there too to live; and so, on August 10, 1837, lie gave 
most of his furniture to his brother, and his old friend George Gardom, and 
they started on their long journey, going from Philadelphia to Harrisburg 
by the railroad that had just been completed; from Harrisburg to Pittsburg 
by canal, and Irom Pittsburg to Cincinnati by the steamboat '' Virginia," 
,vhich raced the '' Loyal Hannah '' all the ,vay down the Ohio river. The 
trip from Philadelphia to Cincinnati was made in one week, a record-breaker 
for those days. 

In Cincinnati he lived first on Fourth and then on Third Street, where 
afterwards he died. He had some differences with his brother-in-law, Samuel 
Cobb, ,,,110 was a Mason also, and for this reason never presented his creden 
tials to the Cincinnati lodge. 
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There he became an architect and builder, and, aided by Nicholas Long 
worth and his best friend, Larz Anderson, Longworth's son-in-law, built 
many houses; but he preferred surveying, and accepted the position of city 
surveyor, which he held for many years, laying out most cf the city as it now 
stands. One of his maps of Cincinnati is still in the writer's possession. On 
November 24, 1854, he was appointed county surveyor of Hamilton County, 
Ohio, which position he held until his death. He finally died of dropsy of 
the heart, brought on by a long surveying trip in which J1e had become wet 
and cold. He, his wife, and several children are buried in Spring Grove 
Cemetery, Cincinnati, 

Ile always disliked Cincinnati, and longed for Philadelphia and all his old 
friends there. He was preparing and hoping to go back to Philadelphia 
at the time of his death, only wishing to live long enough to be able to reach 
his old home and die. He always dressed in the Quaker garb, pepper-and 
salt suit, broad felt-hat and pipes. He was a very sympathetic man, although 
a stern father, holding great confidence in the rod. All his children admired 
and revered him above all men. Everything he ever did and everything he 
accomplished was entirely through his own great perseverence, He was very 
charitable, never turning away the needy from his door hungry; and he never 
bore malice. Even when his uncle Thomas Waterman's wife, who had treated 
him so badly, asked him for help in her old age, he gave it freely. He 
was held in the highest esteem by his fellow citizens, a man of purest prin 
ciples, a loving husband and father, and a firm friend. He was exceedingly 
well-read, knowing all the great authors well, and was the possessor of a 
most remarkable memory, being able to repeat '' by heart." almost anything 
he had ever read. 

Randal Hutchinson Rickey married, as first wife, Eliza Stock, daughter 
of John Stock. She died, as stated, a year following marriage. He married, 
second, by the Reverend Levi Ives, afterward Bishop of Carolina, Marci, 23, 
1825, Susanna McAuley,daughter of James McAuley and Bridget [McAnna?] 
of Londonderry, Ireland. She was born in Londonderry, Ireland, April 6, 
1801, and died in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, December 19, 1883. 

At the age of three, Susanna McAuley was left an orphan in the care of 
her mother's sister Susan. One day when she was four years old, the only 
daughter of Zachariah Poulson, a dear old Quaker gentleman of Philadelphia, 
saw her walking with her aunt in the street. SJ1e took a great fancy to the 
little girl, who was very pretty, and insisted that Mrs. Poulson should adopt 
her. Nothing was ever refused their child, so overtures were made to the 
aunt, who allowed her to be taken to their home to be brought up as a daugh 
ter. Mrs, Poulson and their little girl were both Susans, so they called the 
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child Susanna, '' Little Sockey." She loved her adopted parents dearly, and 
when over eighty years old and childish, she would often call for "Au11t 
Susan'' (Mrs, Poulson). She used to wear curls and a lace cap tied with 
red ribbons. Mr. Poulson was editor of the '' Aurora and General Adver 
tiser," which was founded by Benjamin Franklin Bache, Benjamin Franklin's 
grandson. It was in its day the leading newspaper in Philadelphia, which 
brought many great men to visit the editor. The newspaper office and his 
house were connected, and there was nothing '' Sockey '' loved better than to 
go over and sit a demure little body on the floor beside his chair and hear 
all the interesting things that the callers talked about. He was also the first 
librarian of the Philadelphia Library, and got out one of the early Philadel- 
111,ia Directories. '' Sockey " was sent to an old Quaker school on Chestnut 
Street, called the '' Dames School." Mr. Poulson was ,·ery fond of her and 
loved to pet her, and when she married ga,•e her five hundred dollars in gold 
as a wedding present. 

She was very like her motlier i11 being a fearless nurse, and was several 
times called upon to nurse friends who had some contagious disease that had 
frightened other people away, Once she went to nurse a friend who had 
cholera, whose husband even had deserted her, and contracted it herself, almost 
suffering the fate of lier own mother. The woman's husband said afterward, 
·• I don't know how you could do it: weren't you ever afraid?'' and she 
answered, '1 No, not when I am needed." She was a dainty little woman who 
must have been very pretty in her youth. After lier husband died, when she 
was quite an old lady, she had many suitors, but laughed at them all. Her 
grand-daughter once happened to repeat to her a gentleman's remark that he 
thought a certain young lady was the prettiest iii the city. '' Would you ever 
speak to that man again? " she indignantly replied, thus showing her ideals of 
gallantry. ln her clay men must have been more courtier-like and less sincere. 

She was an excellent housekeeper and renowned for her wonder f ul cook 
ing. Those were days in ,vhich it was no disgrace for the mistress of the 
house to go to the kitchen and make the most savory thi11gs for the table. 
Children of Randal Hutchinson Rickey by his second wife Susanna �1cAuley: 

i. !i.lARY HuTCl:IINSON RICKEY, born January, 3, 1826; named after her great-grand 
mother, Mary Hutchinson Rickey. She was very beautiful, and inherited 
her father's wonderful memory, and at the age of seventy-six could remember 
so many names and dates and facts about her ancestors that she was very help 
ful in ,,·riting this small history of her family. She died in 1909. She married 
March 12, 1845, Joseph Parker, born July 15, 1823; died November 29, 18<)6. 
Issue .. 1. Randal Rickey, born February 2I, 1846; died June 2, 1891. 2. Mary 
E?izabeth, unmarried. 

ii. 1\sN., SMITH R1cKEV (named after her father's sister . .\.nn, \\'110 had married 
William Smith), born on the cast side of Fifth Street, between Carpenter and 
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Prime Streets, Philadelphia, December 23, 1827, and died August 10, 1858. She 
too was handsorne.c-very dark and the type of the Hutchinsons, so her father 
said. She was brilliant in a literary way. Her husband collected and published 
for private circulation after her death a book of her poems called "Forest 
Flowers o{ the West." Her portraits were painted by Mrs. Anderson and by 
Thomas Buchanan Read, the author of " Sheridan's Ride." She married, 
January 16, 1851, Solomon \Vhite Roberts, of Philadelphia, vice-president of 
the North Pennsylvania Railroad, who was born 3 August, 1811, and died 20 
March, 1882. Issue: J. Anna, who married Dr. John Roberts, of Philadelphia, 
her first cousin. 2. Alfred Reginald, who married Emily Lewis, and by her 
had an only child, Sidney Lewis. 3. Elizabeth, died in 1855. 4, Edith, died 
in 1879. 5, Howard, born August 8, 1858; died the same year. 

iii, Roser rA CoDB RICKEY, born October 6, 1829; married David Hostetter. For an 
account of marriage and family see preceding chapter on the Hostetter Famiiy. 

iv. SUSAN RICKEY, born August 27, 1831; died of scarlet fever in 1836. A remarkable 
child, painting pictures and wriLing poetry before the age of four. A picture 
of a butterfly and a poem about it were treasured for fifty years by her mother, 
but were lost when the home was ransacked by burglars. 

v. ALFRED RICKEY, born July 10, 1833; <lied in 1894; married Emma Fontayne, who 
died in 1863 i married second, in 1875, Margaret Fogg. 

vi. RANDAL HUTCHINSON RICKEY, Jr., born October 6. 1835; died October 6, 1838. 
vii. SAMUEL W. RICKEY, born February 16, 1838; died September 12, 1838. 
viii. AMY OLDEN RICKEY, born July 26, 1839; named after the wife of her father's 

uncle, John Rickey. 
ix. ELIZABETH M!:REDITH RICKEY, born January rs, 1842:; died August l, 1843. 
x, MARG!,.RET V.lATERldAN RICKEY, horn September 12, 1845. 
xi. Howexn PE.Rev RICKE\', born March 13, 1847; died April 1, 1847. 

MENTION OF THE FAMILY OF JAMES McAULEY, FATHER OF 
THE WIFE OF RANDAL HUTCHINSON RICKEY 

]AMES !1cAULEY was born in County • .\.ntrim, Ireland, or, as one tradition says, in 
Edinburg, Scotland, 1771; married in 17g6, and died in Philadelphia in June or July, 18o1. 
After the Irish Rebellion of 1798, in which perhaps his family, and at any rate his wife's 
two brothers, took part (the wife said they contd clear a field of men in no time), he became 
disgusted with the way it had failed, and decided to try his fortune in a country that was 
really free. So he started for America, and was to send for his wife Bridget i,JcAnna, whom 
he had married in 1796, and their little girls later. But his wife could not bear to be so 
far away from him, and. after he had started, left her own home in County Antrim or 
Monaghan, and followed. It is not known where she overtook him, but it is supposed to 
have been in Londonderry, the port from which they sailed. Here on Easter Sunday, 
April 6, 1801, their last little girl was born, and three weeks later they sailed for the new 
world, landing in Philadelphia in May, 18o1. His brother Peter and his wife also came with 
them, as well as her sister Susan, with her daughter Kitty Lynch, a child by her first husband. 
Peter had been a grazicr and intended to follow the same vocation here, buying a farm outside 
of Philadelphia for his business purposes and an acre on Chestnut Street near Broad for 
a residence. One day. six weeks after his arrival, he rode out on horseback to see his farm. 
He became overcome by the unaccustomed heat, went to a farm-house to ask for a drink 
of water, and fell over dead, being then but thirty years of age. His name, of course, should 
have been spelled "MacAulay," but, as perhaps after his ancestors had Jived a long time in 
Ireland, the Irish prefix replaced the Scotch. 
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James 1'.1cAuley and Bridget 11cAuley left three children: 
1. MARY ]\fcAULEY, born in 1797; married Robert Woffington and moved to Cincinnati. 

I-lad twelve children. Brought up by her aunt, Susan McAnna, ,vho had married 
first a Lync:h and then an Irwin. 

2. RosEJIA 1'1cAULEY, born t79Q; married Samuel Cobb and also moved to Cincinnati, 
Had eleven children. She was brought up by three Quakers named Cauldleigh. 
Her niece, Rosetta Cobb Rickey, said of her, 11 She was a good woman if there 
ever was one. She had a smile for every one and never turned the poor from 
her door." She went from Philadelphia to Cincinnati in 1831 before the day! 
of the railroad, travelling in Conestoga wagons over the mountains and 

camping out at night. The journey took six weeks. 
3. SUSANNA McAULEY, born April 6. 1801; married March 23, 1825, Randal Hutchinson 

Rickey. 
Bridget [McAnna?], widow of James �1cAuley, married again t\VO or three years after 

the death of her first husband. This second husband married again after her death and 
moved to Baltimore, becoming very wealthy. He wanted to take his three little step 
daughters with him, but his wife's sister Susan would not think of it, and kept them herself, 
although she allowed the two younger to be adopted. 

Bridget McAulcy was a very courageous woman, anrl sacrificed her life to nurse a 
friend through yellow Iever, which was then (in 1814) epidemic in Philadelphia. Every one 
had deserted the unfortunate victim, so the doctor called for volunteers, when Bridget 
McAutey responded, contracted the disease and died, leaving her three motherless girls, 
aged seven. five, and three, to be taken care of by her sister Susan, who was not a very 
good substitute for their mother, as it is said that she sold the farm and the land on 
Chestnut Street and kept the money herself, also keeping everything else her sister had 
owned. One of Bridget McAnna's (or one of her husband's) brothers was a priest, which 
might be a slight clue in finding the family. 

Susan McAnna had one daughter, named Kitty Lynch, by her first husband, and a son 
by her second, named Samuel Irwin. The former died when a young girl and the latter 
married and lived in Philadelphia. When his mother died, her lawyers said she had left 
a large share of her estate to her nieces, Mary and Susanna, but her son said no will was 
ever found, so he kept everything, even their mother's things . 
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