


THE GOODWIN TOWNSHIP; ITS EARLY SETTLEMENTS 

(1881) 


The Goodwin Township comprises all of the county lying south of the 
middle fork of the Feather river, and west of the Quartz Township. This is 
almost entirely a mining region, agriculture being carried on in Onion valley 
and Little Grass valley to a limited extent only. Mining is being carried 
along the middle fork and its tributaries, and in the vicinity of La Porte. 
In the past, this was an exceedingly rich mining region ,and swarmed with 
miners who dug for the precious dust on every stream and gulch. 

The manner in which this region was invaded about the last of May, 
1850, by the searchers for the fabulous Gold Lake ha s already been related 
in the Early History, and needs not to be repeated. Among the hundreds who 
rushed into these mountains in the wake of the Stoddard party were two men 
named Nelson and Batterton. These were the two that discovered the diggings 
on Nelson creek, named in honor of one of them. They were soon joined by 
others who had been on the same errand as themselves, and in a few days 
the creek, as well as its tributaries, were crowded with the disappointed 
Gold-lakers. Rich bar, on the middle fork a few miles below the mouth of 
Nelson creek, was discovered but a few days later, and was also soon 
crowded by the men returning from the Gold lake expedition. 

The discovery on Rich bar was made by Captain Blackburn and B. F. 
Chafee. From the summit between Onion valley creek and the middle fork, 
they noticed the crater which overhang s the bar, and cherishing the popular 
notion of the day that 'Tolcanoes were largely responsJble for gold, they 
decided to descend to the river and prospect. They camped for the night on 
the south bank, and in the morning crossed over to the bar, which had im
pressed them favorably by its appearance. They effect a crossing by felling 
trees for a bridge, and spread thei::- blankets upon one of the richest placers 
in California. The bar was shallow and easily prospected, their provisions 
being very low, they set out for Stringtown, in Butte county, from whence 
they had come, to procure a new supply; not, however, until having staked 
off claims. Upon arriving at Stringtown, they were of course interrogated as 
to the success they had met with, but preserved a silence on the subject that 
only served to convince their questioners that they had found something. Upon 
their return to the bar, they found not the peace of nature that they had left 
but a few days before, for men were swarming up and down the stream, staking 
off claims, and rockers were as plentiful as boulders. The Gold-lakers had 
returned and overrun the whole bar. Their claims were all right, and they had 
reson to congratulate themselves upon their foresight in staking them off be
fore they left. 

The first workers on the bar had taken up claims of a generous size, and 
soon the whole bar was occupied. The region was full of miners, and they 
came pouring down upon the river, attracted by the reports of a rich strike, 
until their tents and camp-fires presented the appearance of a vast army. Those 
without claims far exceeded in number the fortunate ones. A miners I meeting 
was called to make laws. Majority ruled in a mining camp in those days, 
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and it was voted to cut down the size of claims to forty feet. The claim 
owners were powerless to resist, but had to submit to the fiat of the majority. 
The miners were then registered in the order of the date of their arrival upon 
the bar, and in that order were allowed to select claims until all were taken. 
Even then there was a great crowd of disappointed ones. Many of these went 
prospecting; while a few days later the report of rich diggings having been 
found on the east branch carried off the others with a rush. All the summer 
and fall the claims were worked, and one wing-dam was put in, which de
veloped extraordinarily rich deposits. When the winter set in the bar was 
almost entirely deserted, so great was the fear of wintering in the mountains, 
and the miners went down to the lower mines to await the opening of the spring 
season. In the spring they came back with. a rush, and the scenes of the summer 
before repeated: a score of men visiting the bar for everyone who could se
cure a vacant claim. The others went on to the dozens of new places that 
were constantly being discovered. 

Rich bar was a bustling place for the next few years. A flume was built 
in 1851 for carrying the stream while the bed was being worked. The lumber 
was supplied by a sawmill at the foot of the bar, put up that year and operated 
by J. B. Batchelder. This gentleman had the pleasure of saving Mr. Whiting's 
life that summer by pulling him out of the river. He had undertaken to cross 
the stream at Batchelder's log boom, and had fallen in. Considerable fluming 
was done on the stream, and a great many Wing-dams were put in; but in a 
majority of cases, this class of river mining was unseccessful. Hundreds of 
miners lost in this way the money they had previously made by working claims 
on the bars. Regular placer claims on the bars and flatsand in the ravines 
and gulches were the most renumerative. They were easily worked, and if found 
not to be good could be abandoned by their owner without sacrificing expensive 
improvements, and he could go in search of a new claim. On the other hand, 
wing-dams and flumes were very expensive and consumed a great deal of time. 
They were generally carried on by companies, who, when the season ended, 
often found themselves poorer than when they began operations in the spring. 
Rich bar flourished but a few years, and then joined the long list of worked-
out mining camps. 

The chief mining camps along the middle fork were: Minerva bar, Rich 
bar, Hottentot bar, Sailor bar, Rocky bar, Columbia flat, Sunny bar, Bray's 
bar, Bowen's bar, Frenchman's bar, Willow creek, Poverty flat, Poplar bar, 
Peoria bar, and Nigger bar. 

Among the workers on Nelson creek in the summer of 1850 was the 
Wisconsin company composed of Ripley C. Kelley, Andrew Kelley, Warner 
Meeker, Abbey, Toy, Ivey, George Tilly, W. J. Tilly, Myers, John Warly, 
James Warly, S. B. Hatch, and Alex Turner. They opened a rich claim just 
above Meeker flat in June, and about the same time started a trading post on 
the flat, and placed W. J. Tilly in charge. Their enterprises were both success
ful. The company worked out in three weeks ninety-three pounds of gold. 
In the fall the company disbanded and divided 10,000 pounds of flour and other 
goods among themselves. W. J. Tilly was a member of the firm of Wellman, 
Peck, and Co., San Francisco. In 1851-2-3 there were stores and boarding 
houses at Henpeck flat, Meeker flat, Independence bar, and at one or two 
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other points on Nelson, Hopkins, and Poorman's creeks. Nelson Point be
came quite a town, having two stores, one hotel, two saloons, on..:: boarding-house, 
and a number of cabins. It was a very central point, and a great many miners 
procured their supplies there. A post-office was established there a number 
of years after, which is now kept at the bridge crossing the river. When the 
wagon road was built in 1867, the place ceased to be a business point, and 
the store was discontinued. Near the bridge, a mile and one- half up the river, 
a store is still being kept. The most important mining points along Nelson 
creek were: Graveyard flat, Fiddler's flat, Buckeye flat, Henpeck flat, Grizzly 
flat, Scotch flat, Meeker flat, Independence bar, Dixon creek, Union creek, 
Poorman's creek, and Hopkins creek. 

Mr. Abram Taylor said that on the fifteenth of April, 1850, having been 
told by Indj,ans of a rich bar "three sleeps" up the middle fork, he left Bingham's 
bar with two companions, Arnold and Fisher, in search of the spot. Following 
the divide between the Yuba and Feather to Little Grass valley, they turned 
north and reached the river at a place afterwards known as Stag point. They 
followed up the stream four days, prospecting, but found nothing. Their little 
stock of provisions giving out, they went back to Little Grass valley, and 
thence to Bingham's bar by the divide between the south and middle forks. 
Arnold and Fisher were amply satisfied; not so Taylor, for a few days later he 
started again with four new companions, following the same route they took 
on the first trip. They overtook John Bodly at Strawberry valley. He had two 
wagons loaded with provisions, liquors, and tools, and was looking for a 
place to establish a trading post, well knowing that the mountains would be 
full of miners that summer. They piloted him to Little Grass valley, where he 
laid claim to the land and opened his store. Taylor and his friends continued 
on their way to the river, and in a few days discovered the place they were 
seeking, and staked out their claims. Gold was plentiful, and the average 
for the five men with two rockers was twenty-four ounces per day. John Bodly, 
being a trader, spread the news to attract the roving crowd of Gold-lakers 
that then filled the mountains, and in a few days the bar was swarming with 
them, and the canvas and brush town sprang up like magic. 

Butte bar, which is a number of miles farther down the middle fork than 
the more noted Rich bar was a very lively mining camp in 1850 and the few 
subsequent years, like the others, it was deserted in the fall of 1850, the 
miners not having enough provisions to last until spring, and being fearful of 
the dangers of a winter in the mountains. In the month of October, 1850, John 
R. Mason, left Bidwell's bar with five companions to spend the winter at one 
of the deserted bars. They packed their supplies on mules, which were sent 
back again as quickly as possible to avoid being caught in the snow. They 
found a comfortable log house twelve miles below Butte bar and decided toI 

winter there. They worked all winter had plenty of venison to eat but wereI I 

annoyed by the predatory habits of a band of Indians I finding it necessary to 
keep a guard at the cabin constantly to avoid the total loss of their supplies. 
They remained until March, and had to show in the spring the reward of their 
labors I something that many a miner near the gay camps farther down the streams 
wa s unable to do. 
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Of a sad incident of that winter Mr. Mason writes: "During a fine spell 
of weather, in January, I think, five of us concluded to go to Butte bar. We 
made the trip in two days. We arrived just before dark, and began gathering wood 
for our camp-fire. While others were cooking, I wandered into the one cabin 
that stood on the bar, and saw what appeared to be a pile of blankets lying in 
a comer. Thinking it strange that they should have been left there, I went 
over to feel them, and was soon convinced that they covered the body of a 
dead man. After we had finished our evening meal, I lighted a pine knot, and 
telling the boys what I had found, led the way into the cabin, where we found 
that my suspicions were correct. In the morning we searched to see if we 
could find some clue to the mystery. On his person were only a knife and a little 
coarse gold. He was apparently a German, about twenty-two years of age, 
but his name I could never learn. We found some old beef bones that he had 
been biting, and were satisfied that he had come to his death from starvation. 
Wrapping the blankets around the body we buried him a short distance from the 
cabin, and returned to our came down the river. In the spring of 1851 I went 
to Onion valley, and there learned more of the sad affair. Three men who had 
been working on Poorman I s creek had left the creek in December to go to Onion 
valley had lost their way in a severe snow- storm, and wandered down to theI 

river. Seeing this cabin on the other side, they crossed ove, and availed 
themselves of its friendly shelter until the storm abated. They had been out 
of provisions for a number of days, and were becoming rapidly weak and powerless. 
They again started for Onion valley, but this one wa s too feeble to get over the 
mountain, and the others had been compelled to go on without him, promising 
to send relief if they survived. One of the others had been out on the top of 
the mountain, while the third struggled on to within a few miles of the valley, 
when he was found by a party of miners, who gave him food and took him to 
the valley. He related his story, but told them it was no use to go back after 
the man at Butte bar, as a storm had occurred since, and he had surely perished. 
The second man was rescued, but no effort was made to go after the first one, 
whom every one supposed to have died several days before. If they had gone 
to Butte bar after him, I think they would have found him alive, as we saw his 
foot-marks in the snow after the last storm, showing that he still lived when 
the rescuing party was on the mountain. " 

Little Grass valley from 1850 until roads were made was the end of wagon 
travel from Marysville, and here goods were transferred to the backs of pack
mules, and carried to their destination beyond. Several cabins were built here 
in 1850. One of them was a boarding-house. A great many miners spent the 
winter of 1850-51 there, whe.re there was a trading post and plenty of pro
visions. 

Onion valley was so named because of a wild onion that grew there in 
early days, and which the people used to eat. A house was built in that 
valley in 1850, and that winter many miners came and camped until spring. 
A few years later, a post-office was established there, for that place, Rich
mond hill, Sawpit flat, and other adjacent mining points. 
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EARLY DAY HISTORY OF LA PORTE 
(Written in 1881) 

The most important settlement in the extreme southern portion of Plumas 
county, and one that in former years belonged to the county of Sierra, is the 
old town of La Porte. It is pleasantly located on the banks of Rabbit creek, 
4,500 feet above the sea, and sixty-one miles from Marysville, twenty from 
Downieville, and thirty-five from Quincy. With the last-named place it is 
connected by a finely graded road, built at an expense of over $ 30,000. Bald 
mountain rises I, 000 feet above the town, and from its summit the citizens 
can obtain an unobstructed view for miles in every direction. Gold was dis
covered on the creek and at the head of Little Grass valley in the fall of 1850, 
by Hamilton Ward, his brother, and James Murray. The v icinity was known 
for several years as the Rabbit creek diggings. Siller's water ditch was com
pleted in 1851, and Foster's ditch in 1852. The completion of these, and the 
Martindale or Geeslin ditch in 1855, led to the introduction of hydraulic min
ing, and upon this was founded the growth and prosperity of the town. 

The first house on the town site of La Porte was erected in the fall of 
1852 by Eli S, Lester, and was called the Rabbit Creek Hotel. It stood on 
the north side of Main stree t, on the ground lying between Sherman's stage 
barn and Runnell's blacksmith shop. It was built and opened simply as a 
country hotel, and no town grew up around it for two years. The next house was 
built for a meat market in 1854, by Thomas Fregaskis. Eli Lester opened a 
store that year and a number of new building s were e rected along Main street,I 

forming quite a town. A great impulse was given to mining in the vicinity : 
that and the next y e ar, and Rabbit cree k became an exceedingly thriving and 
well-known camp. Frank Everts, who had been running the express busine s s 
of Everts, Snell, & Co., was appointed agent for a well-known business in 
this region, Adams & Co. I and upon failure of that firm I early in 1855, began 
a general banking business at Rabbit cree k , the buying of gold-dust being 
the leading feature of the business. A post-office "vas established there in 
1854 with landlord Lester as postmaster. 

Rabbit creek grew rapidly especially afte r the introduction of hydraulicI 

mining in 1855 I and was the general commercial center for a great many min
ing camps within the radious of a dozen miles. The Mountain Mes serrg~ a 
weekly paper, began publication in 1855. The citizens were not satisfied with 
the name of the town, and in 1857 Frank Everts I who was the leading spirit of 
the town, and possessed the largest share of th2 public confidence, requ'=sted 
that the name be changed to La Porte, in honor of his home in Ind iana. A 
meeting was held, at which it was agreed to adopt the name of La Porte, and 
a petition was accordingly sent to the postal department to that effect, which 
w~s fortunately successful. Rabbit creek disappeared: and La Porte" sprang 
full armed from the brain of Frank Everts." The town still continued to grow. 
B. W. Barnes brought to town in 1858, by the medium of log pipes, the water 
of a fine spring. This had always been the water supply of the town. The 
water has a fall of only sixty feet and is not adequate for defense against fire. 
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The first set-back -the town received was on July 27, 1861, when it was 
nearly annihilated by fire. Nine-tenths of the whole town were completely 
destroyed. Every business place except Schuster's brewery was reduced to 
ruins. The loss was $160,000, with only $30,000 of insurance. A new town 
immediately sprang up amid the ruins of the old, and in a few months scarcely 
a trace of the conflagration could be found. Business was good, and the 
cheap board buildings usual to those times were quickely constructed. A 
brick fire-proof building was erected by Fuller and Buel, called the Alturas 
block. Twelve other structures were erected which were at that time called 
fire-proof, but were found not to be so a few years alter. During the year 1862 
La Porte reached the zenith of its prosperity, and from that time it began to 
wane. It then contained three hotels, half a dozen large stores, a ten-pin 
alley, fourteen liquor bars, shops, stables, M. E. church, Catholic church, 
two halls, and many residences and cabins. 

In 1866, after vainly endeavoring to become the county seat of a new 
county, La Porte was taken from Sierra county by the legislature and annexed 
to Plumas. A fine wagon road was built to Quincy, and a trade established 
with the farmers of American valley. The town still gradually declined as the 
number of men engaged in mining became less. In 1869 another fire swept the 
town, burning both sides of Main street--in fact, the whole business portion 
except the Alturas block, which only lost its roof. It was again rapidly re
built, to suffer destruction a third time in January, 1871. This time the Union 
Hotel and the Alturas block were saved, the latter again losing its roof. For 
the third time new buildings were erected amid the smoking ruins of the old, 
but the fires had been severe blows to the prosperity of their victim. It has 
always had and still enjoys the trade of a large contributing section of min
ing country; and notwithstanding its repeated misfortunes, is still a most 
flourishing business center. Port Wine, Wahoo, Poverty Hill, Morristown, 
Howland Flat, St. Louis, Whisky Diggings, and a number of other places are 
within a few miles, and contribute largely to its support. 

The business may be summed up as follows: five stores, three hotels, 
two markets, one saloon, one livery stable, one shoe shop, one blacksmith 
shop, one bank, one school, two churches, four fraternal societies, two 
phYSicians ,one surveyor, and one attorney. The bank was established in 
1855 by John Conly, and was owned by himself and others interested with him 
until 1871. It was then incorporated as the bank of La Porte. In 1874 Kleckner 
Brothers and Wheeler bought all the stock, and in August 1876, Dixon Brabban 
and Simeon Wheeler purcha sed the stock, since which time Mr. Brabban 
has been the manager; he is also agent for Wells, Fargo, & Co. The pop
ulation is about 400 souls. A Harris manufactures here the well-known Harris 
patent hydraulic pipe nozzle, which is extensively used in Plumas, Sierra, 
and Butte Counties. 

The M. E. church, which was first dedicated in 1858 by Rev. G. C. Pierce 
and Sealey C. Peck, wa s converted, in December, 1880, into a public school
house. It is still used for Sunday school and occasional church 'services. 
The Catholic church is still maintained. 
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JEFFERSON LODGE No. 97, F. & A. M. --This lodge was organized in 
La Porte May 8,1856, W. W. Brainard, Fred Howard, J. C. Hawley, E. Lane, 
E. Goeb, W. S. Myers, and W. T. Head being the charter 'llembers. The 
lodge is still in a flourishing condition. A chapter that was organized here 
a number of years ago wa s recently moved to Quincy. 

ALTURAS LODGE No. 80, I. O. O. F. --James St. Clair Wilson instituted 
this lodge December 8, 1858, the charter members being B. W. Barnes, 
H. G. O. Drake, C. Lowry, A. H. Crew, Cjlarles Serch, and D. Gore. It 
still holds its stated convocations at La Porte. 

A lodge of Ancient Order of United Workmen and one of the Independent 
Order of Good Templars exist here also. 

SIERRA COUNTY BLUES--From 1858 to 1860 this military company flour
ished in La Porte. Creed Haymond was the captain, Eli Evans, William 
Moffitt, and John W. Bradley were lieutenants, and George A. Davis and 
John H. Hudson were first and second sergeants. In 1858 Colonel E. D. Baker 
was paid $1,000 to deliver a Fourth-of-July oration, and William S. Byrne 
was engaged as poet. The Blues, not licking this expensive arrangement, 
invited Moses Kirkpatrick and Mathew Taylor to be orator and poet, also. 
The result was, that a double celebration was held, two orations were deliv
ered and two poems were read. The militia boys made the most nOise, much 
to the disgust of the nobs 11 as they called their rivals in patriotic fervor.11 

DIXON BRABBAN was born in England, at New Castle on Tine, April 13, 
1829. At the age of twenty-four he came to the United States, remained 
two years in the east, and then came to California, nia Nicaragua, landing 
at San Francisco in May, 1855. During the year he mined at various places, 
and in 1856 came to La Porte, then in Sierra county, since which time he has 
been extensively engaged in mining and merchandising. In 1848 he was 
married to Miss Margaret Fairley of England, who died in the following year. 
January 14, 1861, he was again married to Miss Elizabeth Brown of England, 
by whom he had nine children. 

CHARLES C. THOMAS was a native of Maryland and came overland to 
California in 1849, as a member of the Charlestown company from Virginia. 
They arrived in Sacramento in September; and Thomas, with a portion of the 
company, engaged in mining at Bidwell's bar, In the early spring of 1851 
McElvaney, Thomas, & Co. erected the first store and hotel in Onion valley. 
The firm also built stores at Gibsonville, and at the forks of Poorman's and 
Hopkins creeks. They were among the original members of the company that 
opened and worked the celebrated Eureka quartz-mine and of the company 
that constructed the first flumes to the assembly in the fall of 1852 at Rich 
bar. Mr. Thomas was elected to the assembly representing the Plumas 
portion of Butte county, and served one session. He retired from business 
in Onion valley in 1854, and left the state in 1862, going to Nevada, where 
he held an important position in the mines, and was superintendent of the 
Sutro Tunnel Company. 

*Reference used in preparation of this article: Fariss & Smith, History 
of Plumas, Lasses & Sierra Counties. San Francisco, Fariss & Smith, 
Published 1881 
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THE NAMING OF WHISKEY CREEK 

By Jack Sanford I grandson of Mrs. Ruth (Clough) Sanford I who was the 
daughter of the late Judge Clough I pioneer resident of Quincy. Jack's grand
father I G. P. Sanford I had charge of the erecting and operation of the first 
electric light plant if! Quincy I owned and financed by Barney Schneider I 

Quincy druggist. Mrs. Margaret (Judge) Varenna supplied the poem for the 
Historical Society publication. 

In a spot in the high Sierra; where the winters are cold and bleak 
There's a place that the old-time miners once nicknamed "Whiskey Creek" , 

There are lots of different stories as to how it got that name, 
But this is the way it was told to me--and the tale is true, they claim 

On a claim way up near Gibs01, two miners struck it rich; 
The news spread round like wildfire; they were all at fever pitch. 

For though gold had come from the creek beds, for many miles around; 
This strike was the very first one, to be made on higher ground. 

About that time a freighter pulled up from down the grade 

With a wagon load of "likker", he'd brought for gold to trade. 


These miners that struck it rich, then bought up the whole darn load; 

Twelve barrels of good old whiskey for their strike-the drinks they owed. 


They knew they'd made enough there; they'd never mine again. 

So they hauled the whiskey up the hill to treat the other men. 


Well, the whole camp celebrated till most could drink no more, 

And these who'd come without a bed were sleeping on the floor. 


Some tipsy miner noticed one barrel was getting low 

So he went to tap a new one--for the "likker" had to flow! 


The hill was pretty steep there and as he fumbled round 

He tipped one barrel over and away it started down! 


It took two others with it and tumbled down the hill 

And when they hit the creek bed, their contents they did spill! 


The stage coach driver stopping for water at this stream 

Knew nothing of the accident as he filled his dry canteen. 


He took a drink .• another; then he started in to shout-

Nobody in the stage coach knew what it was all about! 


He filled up all the buckets and he made the welkin ring; 

Instead of finding gold--he had found a WHISKEY SPRING! 


When he got up to the digg ins, and he told it round about, 

About the whiskey creek he'd claimed, the story soon got out. 


So he didn't try to claim it, but went sadly on his way; 

But the name of "Whiskey Creek" stayed on; its known by that today! 


There are some up in these mountains who'll swear that this is true-

But here's the story anyway; I'll leave it up to you. 
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THE TEAMSTERS OF RABBIT CREEK 

(Written especially for the Historical Society by Melvin Gagnon, 
Sacramento Bee staff writer. ) 

As surely as the Sierra founded its mlnlng camp populations by giving 
up her gold, it was the teamsters who kept them alive. 

Among the teamsters the name of Bustillos is synonymous with the 
names of Rabbit Creek and LaPorte. 

While a freighter is best remembered for his profanity and wild Saturday 
nights I the Bustillos gave to the title of Teamster, respect. They drew 
respect for their dependability and because they loved their horses. 

Jesus Maria Bustillos was abandoned in San Francisco as a child. He 
had come to California from Mexico with several brothers at the age of five. 
His parents were from Spain. He said he was called Jesus because he was 
born on Christmas Day. The brothers returned to Mexico and left him with 
tutors, expecting to send for him, but he never again heard of his family. 

Bustillos could read and write English but always insisted that Spanish 
be spoken by his children in his home. He was proud of his ancestry and 
on his return trips would always don silver mounted trappings for his horse 
and himself- to ride into the home yard. He carried a silver mounted sword. 

Bustillos arrived in Rabbit in the Spring of 1851 with a string of 125 
pack mules. He went into partnership with Cap Roster who had 75 head. 
The trail became a road and the freight wagons began to move over the 
line by 1855, when Bustillos bought out his partner. 

By this time I dependable service had pioneered a mail route and the 
first Rabbit Creek post office was established in 1854. This "first" by the 
freighters gave miners contact with the "outside" world as well as con
tinuing to give them supplies to go on working their claims. 

Bustillos married when he was 32 and the couple had 10 children, 
two of whom are still living in 1961: Mrs. Joe Colt of Marysville and 
Joseph J. Bustillos of Amador City. 

The freighters followe d the first trail horses in the spring, bringing 
fresh supplies, then using the summer to build stocks for the stores for 
the next winter. They continued in operation until replaced by trucks 
about 1918. 

9. 



On the trip down I the wagons hauled lumber or shingles, and often 
went to Little Grass Valley and hauled down ice packed in sawdust for the 
thirsty valley towns. 

The main supply centers were Marysville and Oroville. The usual trail 
from Marysville led through Browns Valley to Brownsville and then up to 
Challenge--or I sometimes according to the business or the driver's notion, 
over to Phillips Corners by the Gianella Ranch at Honcut Creek, then up to 
Bangor I Rackerby and Brownsville. This was the main Oroville route. 

The average train consisted of three wagons, two freighters and a trail 
ing "back action" that hauled stock feed. It was able to move about 10 or 
12 tons of freight and the cost to LaPorte was $240. 

The round trip usually took eight days in good weather--three down and 
five up. The Bustillos would try to layover a day or two in the mountains 
to give themselves as well as their stock a rest. 

The Bustillos boys learned at an early age to handle the big wagons and 
the horses which the father bought carefully or raised, and insisted his young
sters give them the best of care. The drivers rarely used a whip but drove 
their teams by tugs on the single jerk line, by talking quietly to them or 
whistling commands. He made each boy responsible for the care of the 
animals and the family claimed they never lost an animal to the heat al 
thought the climb often was in a temperature above 100. 

In the winter the stock was pastured in the Valley. In one flood, about 
1875, Bustillos lost all his freighting animals. He \yas encouraged and 
assisted by W. T. Ellis, Sr., pioneer Marysville merchant I in re-establish
ing the line at this and one other time he went broke. 

His family says Bustillos invented the first snowshoe for horses, to 
help him break through the spring snows and to go longer in the fall. 

The old man had three encounters with bandits--twice with Joaquin 
~urrieta and once with Black Bart. 

The first time, he had sold some property and was stopped by the 
Mexican bandit who claimed to have known of the sale. He gave up several 
thousand dollars after unsuccessfully begging to be let off. However I the 
money was returned a year later at the exact spot of the robbery between 
American House and LaPorte. 

A later time I Murrieta and his band was running from a Reno Wells Fargo 
robbery and appeared at the Bustillos house late on a snowy night. The group 
demanded food and let the family retire. Bustillos found $500 on the din
ing table in the morning. Bustillos firmly believed he had been treated 
kindly by the bandit because of his own Spanish descent. 

The encounter with Bart was less dramatic. Bustillos thought he was 
being robbed when "the gentleman stepped in front of his teams one evening I11 

but Bart merely inquired as to the stage times and bowed out. The next day 
Bustillos learned Black Bart had struck again. , 
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Bustillos came up the mountain on Thanksgiving Day if; 1891 to find his 
wife had died, leaving him with his youngest child just six weeks of age. 
He suffered a stroke when his eldest son was but 20 years of age, and sat 
out his last 14 years in a wheel chair, his eyes welling tears as he watched 
his proud stock and loyal sons carrying on his traditions. He died when 
about 86 years of age. 

The Bustillos children, in the order of their birth, were: Joseph Armedio, 
Mary Virginia, Alvin Michael, Arcadio, Mollie, Rose Marie, EmeliQ , 

Joseph Jesus and Isabella. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • if· • • • • 

ONION VALLEY 

(From an article prepared by Senator W. W. Kellogg, one of the early 
settlers in Plumas. It was read in 1923 by Mrs. Louise (Lee) Stephan at 
a meeting of the Native Daughters). 

Of the early towns and camps in the county, Onion Valley was for a 
time the most active and prosperous. It was the headquarters of the miners 
of the Saw Pit, Monitor, Richmond Hill, Poorman I s Creek, Nelson, Hopkins, 
Head of Nelson and Dixon Creek. 

The main street extended across the valley and from all accounts it was 
a live town even in those days. The buildings were all one story and 
occupied somewhat as follows: Saloon, gambling house, store, saloon 
restaurant, gambling hall, saloon, store, eating house, saloon, etc. The 
gilded hovels occupied by the denizens of every race, color and nationality 
were sandwiched in throughout the camp. 

Mule pack trains via Rabbit Creek were the only method of transporting 
freight at first. Everybody was expected to tote their own blankets and 
daily grub, which usually consisted of hardtack and bacon. 
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SCHOOLS IN LA PORTE AND SURROUNDING AREA 

(Especially prepared for the Historical Society by Eva Cayot, 
County Superintendent of Schools in 1961) 

The LaPorte school was one of the old schools of Plumas County. The 
date the district was created, or by what body, is difficult to establish 
because of the transfer of the area from county to county. 

Neighboring Sierra County, originally a part of Yuba County, was 
organized in 1851. When Plumas County was earned out of Butte County 
in 1854, a disagreement with Sierra County arose over the southern bound
aries. Several surveys were made before one was finally accepted in 1863. 
This acceptance threw LaPorte and other communities into Sierra County ~ 

This was so distrubing to the people of LaPorte that a movement was 
made to create a new county and made LaPorte the county seat. Failing in 
this, a delegation went before the State Legislature with a plea to be 
transferred to Plumas County. This was accomplished by legislative action 
on March 31, 1866 and LaPorte became a permanent part of Plumas County. 

School records of those early years are not to be found in Sierra County 
and there is no available record of a LaPorte school district organized in 
that county. 

Records prior to 1875 are missing in Plumas County also, otber than 
the creation of school districts and descriptions of school boundaries found 
in the Supervisors I Proceeding s. The earliest mention of the LaPorte school 
district is found in a pamphlet entitled "Boundaries of School Districts of 
Plumas County" included with the record of the Supervisors I Proceedings 
of May 1871 stating the boundaries at that date. 

LaPorte, with its name changed from Rabbit Creek, began to grow 
rapidly around 1853-54 with its population coming from many parts of the 
world and from all walks and conditions of life. Private schools were open
ed and subscription schools were maintained. From newspaper clippings 
it is learned that an E. M. Bucklaw taught school from July 7 to November 
25,1870, and a Kate E. Baker taught from July 4 to 29 of that year. Miss 
Jessie Wing taught in 1871. 

Continous records begin in 1875 and continue until August 1946 when 
the district was declared lapsed and merged with the Pioneer School District. 
Rhroughout the years it was, with one or two exceptions I a one teacher 
school with the enrollment running as high as 82. Because of winter condi
tions, school wa s maintained from early spring until late fall. In some of the 
later years, it was a winter school. The length of the term in the earlier 
years depended upon tax moneys available. Subscriptions were often raised 
to prolong the term. 
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The first public school house seems to have been the one that stood at 
the wye of Warren Hill Road and Church Street (Porte Wine Road). Later it 
was the Williams Carpenter Shop. In 1880 the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of LaPorte was converted into a public schoolhouse. On November 18, 1895 
the building wad deeded to the LaPorte School District. This wa s a large, 
one-story building that stood within the cemetery fence with its front on 
Church Street. 

The schoolroom had a very high ceiling and large, high windows on 
either side. The pews were converted into desks by attaching a board to 
the back of each, the seats at the front of each aisle serving as rec-itation 
seats. The teacher's desk occupied the pulpit. In time, the pews gave 
way to more modern desks. A long ladder near the front door led to the belfry 
where hung the bell beloved by townfolk for its beautiful, clear ringing tones 
that could be heard miles away when atmospheric conditons were right. The 
room was heated by a large stove that stood in the center of the room. On 
cold or stormy days, the pupils were allowed to sit around the stove, to the 
comfort and delight of all. 

In spite of seeming drawbacks, there was a thorough teaching of the 
"course of study" from the first grade through the ninth--many taking sub
jects beyond that grade. A grade passed was a grade earned. County exam
inations were given. 

When the old building finally needed a new roof and many other repairs, 
the trustees decided to tear it down and build a smaller one on the George 
Shannon lot. While this was being done, school was held in the Native 
Sons Hall across the street from the present Kingdon home. The building 
was in use ior a short time before the district lapsed. 

Later, the Plumas Unified School District gave the building to the 
LaPorte Water District for public purpose, and it is the scene today (Sept
ember 17, 1961) of the present meeting of the Plumas County Historical 
Society. The old bell hang s in the building. 

The roster of LaPorte teachers contains the names of E. M. Buckelow, 
Kate E. Baker, W. S. Church, J. G. Graham, S. S. Russell, E. A. Warren, 
Clara A. Clindinin, Eva J. Hasty, Mrs. L. Grove, H. C. Perry, N. E. Mal
colm, C. E. McLaughlin, R. H. Sinhott, Kate 1. Mullen (later became Kate 
Dennelley), Eva Quigley, Hattie Treechler, Mary 1. Jones, A. W. Glover, 
H. C. Swain, Gus Berg, M. P. Donnelly, Mary A. Beever, J. V. Parks, 
Miranda Ray Arms, Tillie N. Kruger, Frances M. Reed, Merle McGrath, 
Juanita Jones, Bertha Crabb, Orville Moore, Rebecca Oates, Mabel Pain, 
and Laura Frakes. 

The teachers serving the most terms were M. P. Donnelly, 4 terms, 
11 months; Kate Mullen Donnelly, 11 terms; J. V. Parks, 4 terms; Merle 
McGrath, 18 terms, 4 months. 
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W. S. Church, Kate Mullen Donnelly, M, P. Donnelly, Tillie N. 
Kruger and Miranda Ray Arms also served Plumas County as Superintendents 
of Schools. Charles McLaughlin turned to the legal profession and later 
served as judge of the Superior Court of Plumas County. 

Other schools in the general area were Pilot Peak District (Onion 
Valley), 1875-79; Diamond Springs district, 1875-95; and Nelson Point 
district, 1879-1920. An emergency school was taught at Nelson Point in 
1936-37. All are now part of the Plumas Unified District. In 1881 Sierra 
County listed schools at Gibsonville, Poverty Hill, Poker Flat, St. Louis, 
Table Rock Howland Flat), Mt. Pleasant (Scales) and Union (Port Wine). 
All have been closed many years. 
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LA PORTE 

(An article prepared by Alan L. Bingham of Oakland at the request of 
Mrs. Belle Quigley Branstetter for this publication. The information was 
provided by Mr. Bingham's grandfather, W. C. Quigley whose own father 
came across the plains in 1853; Mrs. Clara Quigley Cayot, who was a 
sister of W. C. Quigley; and Frank Quigley, who is a son of W. C. Quigley. 
Of the three, only Frank Quigley is still living). (1961) 

Lying directly along the gnarled trail of one of the early California's 
overland gateways, at a point where the great Sierra Nevada begins tumbling 
into the flatlands of the Sacramento Valley, is the remains of a mining 
camp that once again is astir with discovery. 

Cursed and loved, depending on how riches washed from her soil, 
and then finally forgotten, the community of LaPorte today (1961) stands at 
the headwaters of a vast water conservation and irrigation project that pro
mises for the State of California untold prosperity in the years ahead. 

And along the dirt streets of LaPorte and between her bare weathered 
buildings roll the men and the machines that foretell her rebirth, headed for 
the mammoth earth moving job that will store vital waters of the Feather 
River in nearby Little Gra s s Valley. 

Old Timers in this former mining and trading center, however I are 
satisfied that the faster tempo of today and the increased recreational act
ivities of tomorrow will never match the excitement, bluster and rawhide of 
the "real town" a hundred years ago. 

LaPorte I which followed a practice of other sister Sierra cities and 
picked a more stylish name after reaching age and respectability, is lo
cated in southwestern Plumas County. Surrounded by several peacks, 
including Lexington Hill, Little Bald Mountain, Big Bald Mountain, and 
Pack Train Ridge, LaPorte at one time was included within Sierra County 
before final county boundaries were established. 

In the very early days, when the first trains of wagons began wear
ing ruts into the newly forged trails I LaPorte was known as Rabbit Creek-
a name still retained by the stream at her side that flows into Slate Creek 
and the Yuba River. 

Many were the pioneer settlers who ended their overland journey at 
Rabbit Creek and struck out for the luring treasure of nearby river beds. 
Others continued to Oroville or Marysville to pursue business and farming 
opportunities and on to Sacramento and San Francisco. Others I engulfed 
by heavy snows I lie trapped in mountain pockets through the winter months 
and then headed back home only to return out west once again. 
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Such was Benjamin F. Fox, who, with a party of 23, was caught by 
deep snow in the winter of 1849-50 at Poorman's Creek, a tributary to 
Nelson Creek near Pilot Peak. One of only 11 to survive, Fox returned the 
next summer to his home in Michigan, and then set out again in 1853 for 
California with his family, including his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew J. Quigley, who became long time residents of LaPorte and 
Little Grass Valley. Fox ultimately settled in San Mateo County where '1e 
became one of the county's first judges. 

The northern overland route passed through Johnsville, crossed Nelson 
Creek, and then followed along the top of Gib s onville Ridge, Pack Train 
Ridge, passed through LaPorte, and then continued down the Marysville 
ridge between the Yuba and Feather rivers. 

In 1853 it required a wagon train 10 days to travel the two miles across 
Nelson Creek. Wagons were lowered down the steep ridges to the river bed 
by block and tackle and then pulled up the other side by the same method. 
Until recently scars could still be seen on a few of the trees at Nelson Creek 
that were used as anchors for the tackles. 

The face of LaPorte changed over the years as fires successively de
stroyed the town buildings, but the principle activity of the community al 
ways centered about mining. 

Even in the memory of the current generation are the names of such 
mines as the Claybank, the Upper Dutch, and the Bellevue which expanded 
out of what formerly was the Thistle Shaft, and the Yankee Hill mine. 

Hydraulic mining also was prevalent in the area where great gashes are 
still visible on the LaPorte hillsides. Nearby may be seen the remains of 
flumes, such as the Feather River Ditch, which were scooped out of the earth 
to carry water to the powerful hydraulic nozzles. 

LaPorte was no exception in the Mother Lode where social life of the 
miners depended on a full supply of saloons and gambling tables. 

But very early in the growth of the town was constructed a small church 
that for decades stood before the cemetery on Church Street. Church author
ities turned the building over to school officials and it continued to serve 
for both Sunday worship and a ninth-grade two-room school until about 1915 
when the building was torn down. The original church bell, transported by 
sailing vessel around Cape Horn in 1849, now hangs in the present LaPorte 
school house northeast of the cemetery. 

An indication of the attendance and subj ect matter of the school is 
contained in an article printed in the short-lived LaPorte Union, dated 
August 14, 1869 (Vol I, No. 34) as follows: 

"Yesterday was the close of the first month of free school. Summary of 
the month as follows: 54 names enrolled; 51 daily attendance; 12 promotions 
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to higher grades. 

Highest standing in spelling, 1st class Jas Jones, May B. Baker, 
Eugnie Caya. 2nd class, Louis Hillman, Merry Beny, George Hillman. 
Reading, 1st class, Jas Jones, Lou Quigley, Oliver Caya; 2nd class, Mary 
Dohert, George Hillman, Carrie Daughters ; 3rd class, Adelbert Quigley, Jas 
Mullen, George Orr; Arithmetic, 1st c la ss , Jas Jones, Louis Quigley, Chas. 
P. Orr, 2nd class, Jucinda McNeil, Sam McCreery, Eugene Caya, 3rd class, 

Nettie McCreery, Sam McGreery, Grace Daughters, 4th class, Cas. Mc

Laughlin, Peter Rendeau, Ja s . Mullen. Georgrasphy, 1st class, Harry 

Johnson, Chas. P. Orr, 2nd class, Maggie Doherty, Chas. McLaughlin, 

Ermma Cornwill, 3rd class, Peter Rendeau, George Hillman, Jas. Mullen. 

Grammar, 1st class, May B. Baker, 2nd class, Jas. Jones, Louis Quigley, 

Mary Johnson. Ph¥siology, May B. Baker, Jas. Jones, Chas. P. Orr. 

Algebra, May B. Baker. The highest standing in deportment for the month 

is ascribed to May B. Baker, Mary Johnson and Charles McLaughlin .... " 


Early social and fraternal activities of the town prov ided by such organ
izations as the Ancient Order of Forester s , Jefferson Masonic Lodge and the 
Native Sons of the Golden West. 

But perhaps the recreational events of LaPorte are best remembered by 
her famous" snowshoe" races, staged by the Alturas Snowshoe Club, the 
world's very first ski club, which was organized in the late 1850s as an 
adj unct of the Odd Fellows Lodge at LaPorte. Skis were a product of the 
miners' ingenuity to meet a vital need for winter travel, and evolved from 
barrel staves in the winter of 1850 into sleek 8 foot traveling and 10-12 
foot racing models two years later. They were called" snowshoes", which 
names one usually associated with the Canadian web, called a "traper" 
in the Sierra. 

Later on, individuals developed the practice of making several sets of 
"snowshoes" together with spec ial cakes of "doap " necessary to wax the 
skis, and then forming racing teams. Organizers of their teams were called 
"doapsters" . 

A number of well know n LaPorte area names of 40 to 60 years ago appear 
on a list of racing skiers still in possession of Frank Quigley of Santa Rosa. 
They include: 

Frank Stewart; Louis, Bill and Lester Hillman; John, Jim and Neil 
Mullen; Mike, Joe and Armedio Bustillos; Leonard and Clyde 0' Rourke; 
Will, Alfred and Mose Primeau; Harold and Ed Pike; Frank Cayot; John, Ed, 
George and Fred Williams; Dick, Alfred and Frank McGrath; Weston, Frank 
and W. C. Quigley; John Madden; Matt Judd; Henry and Charlie Hewitt; 
Tom Costello; Charlie and Robb Scott; Louie Sibley; Charlie Baker; Tom and 
Bill Cosker; Bill and Ed Hayes; Ken France; George and Oliver Caya; Percy 
Sherman; Jim and Andy Muglin; Henry and Orson Emertinger; Malcolm and 
Gilbert MacFarland; Jake and Art Gould; and Oroville Squires. 

During the "snowshoe" races, which usually lasted three days, the 
event was sparked by nightly dancing which usually lasted well into the 
morning hours. 
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Prior to the turn of the century LaPorte boasted of a hall on Church 
Street near Chinatown, where town Christmas parties and other socials 
were held. But following the fire of 1904, social events were moved to 
a second story hall over Manuel Miguells saloon. 

In later years, dance music was furnished by Oliver Caya at the violin 
and his wife at the piano, or by Harold Pike at the violin and his mother, 
Mrs. Ed Pike at the piano. 

Except for homes on what once was called Aristocracy Ridge, most of 
the family dwellings in LaPorte are no longer standing. Much of the busin
ess district also has been destroyed by fire and weather since the last 
major mining operation closed down during the first World War. 

Business establishments in LaPorte included a Wells Fargo bank, 
the Rosenberg and Jones general store, a tinsmith shop owned by Aaron 
HarriS, the postoffice and novelty shop operated by Mr. and Mrs. Archie 
Greeley, a blacksmith shop under the proprietorship of John Hillman, and 
two hotels operated by Francis Cayot and Mose Burrell. Burrell also had a 
livery stable. For many years medical services were performed by Dr. John 
Mussey, although dental work had to await the arrival of a dentist during 
the summer -months. 

Transportation to LaPorte was provided by a stage line that operated 
between LaPorte and Marysville, with transfer connections to Oroville at 
Woodleaf. Another stage ran between LaPorte and Quincy over the Nelson 
Point Grade. 

Community life in LaPorte in the 1880 ls was recorded a number of years 
ago in a poem written by Mrs. Eva Quigley McIntosh who was born in Little 
Grass Valley in 1868, Dedicated to the "Friends of Plumas and Sierra Counties", 
the poem is as follows: 

It is a happy day when we grasp the hand 

Of friends of long ago, 

Raised in two counties of the north 

Where we had six months of snow. 

Little we cared for the snow or cold 

As we toiled and worked all day 

And always we had vim and vigor left 

For an evening full of play. 


We could dance all night until nearly morn, 

When we had to work all next day, 

But the Caya Boys I music so full of pep 

I remember it yet, 0, say! 

Do you think of the time of the Snow Shoe Race 

On the hill above LaPorte? 

When the town was filled with young and old, 

Who always enjoyed the sport. 
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There were Mullen and Steward, Williams and Pike, 

With their secret, mysterious doap 

For those daring young riders to rub on their shoes 

That carried them down that long slope. 

There were Hillman and Goard, Gould and Pike, 

Skinner and Dugan and Scott, 

McDonald and Cosker, Spencer and Hewitt, 

And many I have forgot. 


They sailed off in squads all the long afternoon, 

With the snow wet and ·cold on the hill, 

Where in places doap sticks or develops some tricks 

And gives even good riders a "spill". 


The purse races came last, with snow cold and crisp 

And the watchers lined up on the side 

Caught the sound of the drum that started them off 

To race down the mountainside. 


With handkerchief caps they flash past so fast 

We know not who I s who or which wins 

'Til the judges cross over and mark on the tracks, 

And then the loud bedlam begins. 


The winner of course, is the hero that night, 

And quite the "belle of the ball". 

So we dance the night through to Caya' s string band 

In Manuel Miguel's old hall. 


As I look at my friends through the years that have gone, 

I am glad for the youth that was ours, 

For those grand, rugged hills, our parents and homes, 

And friendships born in those hours. 

Our knees may be stiff and our hair may be white, 

But we still love to meet every year 

To talk over the past and live it again 

For the spirit of youth is still here. 


19. 


Don Quigley
Highlight



NELSON POINT 

(From an article by Senator W. W. Kellogg read in 1923 at NDGW) 

Nelson Point W.J.S originally located at the point of a hill, or bluff, 
at the junction of Nelson Creek and the Middle Fork of the Feather River, 
where excavations were made for the hotel and store site. The trail down 
the Hogsback from Onion Valley passed through the place. It was about as 
rough and inaccessible a place as could have been selected, but was a live 
business center for the miners of Nelson Creek, Independence Bar, Sherwin's 
Mill and for several miles down the Middle Fork; also for the Willow Creek, 
Bells Bar, and Poplar Bar mining population. Some of the placer mines in that 
region produced very large amounts of gold; in fact it is reported that more 
men made their "Home Stake" in that mining section than elsewhere. 

After the white men had worked out the placer diggings, as was supposed, 
hundreds of Chinamen worked the diggings and probably if reports are correct 
took out more gold than had the original workers. As the mines "petered out" 
Nelson Point did the same and became a deserted mining camp. 

Hopkinsville, Poorman I s Creek, Saw Pit, Richmond Hill, Independence 
Bar and Forks of Hopkins were each camps and trading centers of more or less 
importance. Poorman I s Creek was noted for the number of large nuggets taken 
out of the placer mines in those diggings. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MINERAL WEALTH 

Ref: State Resources, Vol. 11 No. 4 October and November, 1890 
T. C. Howell, editor and publisher. Pacific Press, Oakland, Calif. 

The following tabulated form shows the enormous amount of bullion 

'tracted within a radius of ten miles of LaPorte: 


Grass Flat and Gardner Point $ 15,000,000 
Gibsonville 13,000,000 

. LaPorte 12,000,000 
Howland Flat and vicinity 12,000,000 
Port Wine (alone) 10,000,000 
Poverty Hill 4,000,000 
Pine Grove 3,000,000 
Ceder Grove and St. Louis 4,000,000 
Secret Diggings 3,000,000 
Scales Diggings 2,000,000 
Chandlerville 1,000,000 
Poker Flat 5,000,000 
Washington Hill 9,000,000 

TOTAL $ 93,OOO,oon 
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LA PORTE BRANCH LIBRARY 


by: Mrs. Dorothy Egbert, Acting Librarian, 1961 


W. C. Pike was the custodian of the first LaPorte Branch Library. It 

was established in his store and opened on March 31, 1916, with a ship

ment of thirty-six books. During the school term of 1917-1918 the branch 

was located in the school with Orville Moore as custodian. Mrs. 1. 1. 

Hillman became custodian in 1918 and the branch wa s located in her home. 

In January 1922 practically all of the books were destroyed when the home 

burned. The library had been closed and the books held from circulation 

on account of an epidemic. 

In 1917 Mrs. J. T. Buell had a small branch in her home at Plumas

Grass Valley Mine. At various times small branches were maintained in the 

LaPorte area: Bellevue Mine, California and Arizona Mining Co. , Garner's 

Point, LaPorte Mines, Inc., Lincoln's Potosi Mining Co" Port Wine, 

Scales and Whiskey Digging s. 

Note: At the present time, 1961, the LaPorte Branch of the Plumas 

County FreeLibrary, has Mrs. C. H. O'Rourke as its custodian. 
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LA PORTE 

(From an original paper prepared by Birdena (Haun) Curtis Swingle 
preserved in a Native Daughters cabinet in the court house and 
released by the Pioneer Committee of the NDGW for this publication) 

Rabbit Creek, now known as LaPorte, is situated on the banks of 
Rabbit Creek at an elevation of 4800 feet and is the most important settle
ment in the extreme southern portion of Pluma s County.. It belonged to 
Sierra County, but was given to Plumas County by an act of the Legislature 
to better define the line of Plumas County, and was passed without any 
suspicion on the part of the representatives of Sierra County that it took a 
rich mining district from them. However, the majority of the Sierra people 
preferred to belong to Plumas County on account of the inaccessibility of 
Sierra I s county seat, Downieville. 

Gold was discovered on the creek and at the end of Little Grass Valley 
in the fall of 1850 by Hamilton Ward, his brother, and a James Murry. Be
tween the years of 1851-55, three large water ditches were completed and 
these led to the introduction of hydraulic mining and upon this was founded 
the growth and prosperity of the town. 

The first house erected on the site of the town was built in the fall of 
1852 by Eli S. Lester and was called the Rabbit Creek Hotel. The next house 
was built for a meat market in 1854 by Thomas Tregaskis. Lester also open
ed a store that year and several other building s were erected along Main Street. 

Mining flourished this year and the next. Frank Everts, who had been 
running an express business began a general banking business in 1855; the 
buying of gold dust being a leading feature of the business. A post office 
was established in 1854 with Mr. Lester as postmaster. The Mountain 
Messenger, a weekly paper, began publication in 1855. Rabbit Creek grew 
rapidly and was the commercial center for a great many mining camps. 

The citizens were not satisfied with the name of the town so in 1857 
Frank Everts, who was the leading spirit of the town, requested that the 
name be changed to LaPorte, in honor of his home town in Indiana. This 
wa s agreed upon. 

In 1858 B. W. Barnes brought to the town a fine spring of water. This 
was adequate for domestic use but having a fall of only 60 feet it was no 
defense against fire. 

On July 27, 1861, nine tenths of the town was destroyed by fire. The 
loss was $160,000, with only $30,000 insurance. A new town immediately 
sprang up and business was good. 

During the year 1862, La Porte reached its zenith of glory. It then 
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contained three hotels, si x JargG stor es , a t.sn··pir; d Uey, iuurte en liquor bars, 
shops I stables, and M. £. Church, a Cathollc Church, two halls cnd many 
residences and cabins. 

In 1866, after vainly endeavoring to become the county seat of a new 
county, LaPorte was taken from the county of Sierra and annexed to Plumas 
county. A fine wagon road was built to Quincy and a trade established with 
the farmers of American Valley. 

The town gradually declined and in 1869 another fire swept it but it 
was rapidly rebuilt to suffer destruction a third time in January 1871. For 
the third time new building s were erected among the smoking ruins, but 
the fire had been a severe blow. 

A bank was established in 1855 by John Conley and was owned by him 
and others until 1871. It was then incorporated a s the Bank of LaPorte. In 
1874 :Kleckner Brothers and Wheeler bought all the stock and in 1876 Dixon 
Brabbon and Simeon Wheeler purchased the stock since which time Mr. 
Brabbon has been the manager. He was also the agent for Wells, Fargo and 
Company. 

It was said that Mr. Brabbon shipped over $15,000,000 in gold dust 
during the 14 years he was in the bank. One of the finest pair of gold scales 
ever shipped from the east (cost, $1200) were used in this bank. 

John Conley, an old merchant of Gibsonville, claims he shipped some 
$40,000,000 worth of gold dust while he was in business. John H. Thomas, 
native of Maine, came to LaPorte in 1860 and engaged in mining, mercantile 
and hotel enterprises. He made four trips to Europe and 26 trips East to 
interest capital in the mines. It was said he was the first man to determine 
the length and breadth of existing channels by boring machines, now used 
all over the state. 

Attorney P. J. O'Grady established a law office in LaPorte in 1866. 
Dr. J. M. Mussey of Gibsonville bought out Dr. Wadleigh of LaPorte in 
which town he practiced until advanced age forced him to retire. 

The M . E . Church was dedicated in 1858 by Rev. G. C. Pierce. In 
December 1880 this building was converted into a school house. 

Jefferson Lodge #97, F&AM was organized in LaPorte on May 8, 1856. 
A chapter that was organized here a number of years ago was removed to 
Quincy. Alturas Lodge #80, IOOF was instituted December 8,1858. 

From 1858 to 1860 LaPorte had a military company known as the Sierra 
County Blues. Creed Haymond was the Captain. 

In 1852, Col. E. D. Baker was paid S1,000 to deliver a Fourth of 
July oration and William S. Bryne was engaged as a poet. The Blues did 
not like this expensive arrangement and invited Moses Kirkpatrick and 
Mathew Taylor to be orator and Poet also. The result was that a double 
celebration was held. 

*Date of original writing not given. 
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GIBSONVILLE 

by: Mrs. Margaret (Judge) Varenna 

Note: This account was written expressly for this Historical Society 
publication by Mrs. Margaret (Judge) Varenna, a native of Gibsonville 
and one of the three children of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Judge Sr. pioneer 
residents of that area. Margaret graduated from the Plumas County 
High School in 1918. 

In the early 1850's an enterprising and intelligent prospector by the 
name of Gibson discovered rich deposits of gold bearing gravel in a "remote" 
section of the Northern Sierra County I California. Word of his good fortune 
spread rapidly and soon others flocked to the area, staked claims, and the 
"camp" of Gibsonville was born. It developed into a large and thriving 
community, which, at its height of fame I boasted a population of approximate
ly five thousand people. This included besides Gibsonville, inhabitants of 
Mt. Pleasant, Newark (Shiskey Diggings) and Hepsidam--all within a three 
mile area. 

Underground tunnels were driven to obtain the placer deposits, which, 
in some instances "paid" twelve to Twenty-five feet above bed rock. From 
the main tunnel the gravel on the sides was worked by "breasting" and over
head by "stoping". As the tunnels lengthened the bed rock pitched downward 
necessitating" inclines". Eventualley they ran into underground water flow 
which was so great it could not be handled so mining in the deeper tunnels 
had to be abandoned. Throughout the tunnel work" pillars" of gravel were 
left at intervals to assist the timbers in keeping the surface from caving in. 
The majority of the work, "mucking" I etc. was done by Chinese laborers. 
White men were also employed. In that era I unemployment was unknown. 

Hydraulic mining began in the early 1860' s throughout the area and 
millions of dollars in gold was recovered by this process. Virgin ground as 
well as that previously tunneled was hydrauliced with excellent returns. 
The pillars left in the "drifting" were heavily laden with gold. Only the front 
ground was hydrauliced due to the depth of the long tunnels. 

Two miles northeast of Gibsonville on the Johnsville road, there is a 
beautiful man-made lake. The ground was first drifted, starting way down 
on Little Slate Creek. Later it was hydrauliced I using the tunnels as a 
sulice way. When hydraulicing ceased I Mr. George Cox, owner and operat
or, closed up the tunnels and allowed the pit to filL It is fed from surface 
and underground streams. Its area is about three acres and was known as 
Cox's lake. Since, the name has been changed. Recently skin divers ex
plored the lake and claim that there are depths of from forty to sixty feet in the 
middle of the lake. 

There were, and still are, two streets in Gibsonville, one, the Main . 
Street continues on through the town and on into the road leading to Mt. Plea
sant, Whiskey Diggings and Johnsville. The other branched in the middle 
of town and finally was the road to Quincy. 
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On both sides of the street were homes. The commercial buildings were 
centered at the curve into the main street. All were painted and well-kept. 
Everyone owned his home and most of them were surrounded by beautiful 
yards of flowers and some had vegetable gardens. Many yards were enclosed 
with painted picket fences. 

Supplies were laid in early in the fall for six months at least as the 
heavy snows closed the roads to larger storehouses. Supplies were first 
brought in by pack trains; later by horse-drawn vehicles. The first auto
mobile came to Gibsonville around 1909. 

Toward the north end of Main Street was a steep grade known as "Nigger 
Hill". At the top of this hill you turned slightly east onto a short street 
where Chinatown was located. This comprised several dwellings, a bunk 
house and a store. In passing by I it was not unusual to see Chinamen sitting 
on the porches smoking their opium pipes. 

While hydraulicing on a large scale east and south of Gibsonville, a 
cemetery was moved. The graves were dug up and the remains interred in 
the recent cemetery which is above the town just north of the Quincy road. 
Finally, when the ground was hydrauliced almost up to the back of the houses 
along Main Street I they had to quit. At that time the gravel was reported 
to be "rich". So it is a known fact that Main Street, which still remains I 

is resting on a real gold mine. 

On the ridge dividing Gibsonville and Howland Flat was a sawmill which 
cut lumber and also timbers for the mine. It is still known a s Saw Mill Ridge. 
The community supported two medical doctors. There was a school at Newark 
as well as at Gibsonville. Grades from beginners through 10th and on were 
taught. Many prepared for and passed the County Board Examination for 
teacher's certificates. 

Long after large scale underground mining was discontinued, hydraulic 
mining also declined. When tailing began to settle on rich agricultural lands 
in the Sacramento Valley I the Debris Commission ordered restraining dams 
to be built. As a result all down Little Slate Creek high log dams were con
structed. This helped prolong hydraulic mining. Gradually major operations 
ceased and ground-sluicing and" sniping" became the chief mining methods. 
Considerable gold was received from the tailings deposited from the tunnel 
and hydraulic operations. 

In the early 1900' s the remaining commercial buildings were two large 
hotels I the Wells Fargo Building I a general store with a stone wine cellar 
across the street and an underground cellar; one meat market I two livery 
stables I several barns ,one saloon, and a brewery. By this time the Native 
Son's Hall had replaced the old red schoolhouse for class meetings. Even as 
late as 1905 there was an enrollment of nearly fifty puples. The post office 
was in a private home but for several years before discontinuance it was ' 
housed in the General Merchandise store. 

As mining waned people moved away. Homes were sold, torn down or 
moved elsewhere. The last two hotels and the store were torn down and the 
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materials are now part of the buildings at the Feather Porks Mine which is 
on the west side of Gibsonville Ridge on the south fork of the Feather River. 

The town of Gibsonville experienced three or four short "boom" periods. 
In 1930 some capitalists from Stockton area leased the Taber Mine (formerly 
known as the Great Eastern) and undertook to open the old tunnel. After 
about three years, they quit due to lack of finances. 

Then in 1934 a group of men from Oakland, California leased the Union
Keystone Mine and did considerable work cleaning and repairing the old tunnel. 
But due to disagreement among themselves, the lease was taken over in 1936 
by a millionaire from San Francisco. He operated the mine successfully until 
1941 when, due to ill health, he sold to a Fresno concern. Since then only 
maintenance and assessment work has been done. The San Francisco man 
installed modern equipment, including pumps with which he had no difficulty in 
handling the underground water flow. The tunnel was even wired for lights 
and also a phone. This mine has been idle for over fifty years. 

During the depression years, in the 1930' s, there were approximately 
twenty camps at Newark (Shiskey Diggings) and others elsewhere. These 
miners eked out a living from working the tailings. 

The last real hydraulic mining was resumed off and on from 1936 thru 1942 
when a portion of the Gibsonville townsite was mined. In order to carry on 
the operations a percantage per yard of dirt mined or washed, had to be paid 
to the P. G . & • E. for impounding the tailing s behind Bullard's Bar dam. This 
work erased forever the famous Chinatown. 

All of these enterprises brought new life to the community for a short 
time. In 1936 there were forty-seven registered voters there, which was 
three times as many as had voted in the fifteen or more years. Eventually 
just a few more people remained throught the entire year until in the 1940's 
the town was inhabited only in the summer. 

At present there are just six of the original buildings left. All are 
lopsided, weather worn and propped on both sides to help hold them from 
toppling over. One of the better homes of the early days which was owned 
by the storekeeper is braced inside with large timbers to keep it from being 
crushed with the heavy snow. The old Wells Fargo building is still there-
it has been a dwelling for many years. 

However, in the past ten years four new cabins have been built. Two 
can be seen from the Quincy road on the east side and the other two are up 
in the forest northwest of the Quincy road, in the vicinity of the present 
cemetery . 
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Gibsonville, even with it I S myriad of hydraulic pits, rock piles, waste 
dumps and weather-beaten awry houses, still is quite an attraction. It is 
picturesquely situated, being surrounded on the north and west by Gibson
ville Ridge; on the east by towering Mt. Fillmore, Table Rock and Saw Mill 
Ridge; on the south by other distant ridges. The slopes of these ridges are 
covered by stately evergreens unscathed by forest fires. The air is very 
pure and the climate is cool, especially at night. Its elevation is 5,600 feet. 
Stoically every spring, four balm-of-gilead trees, two apple trees, one pear 
tree, yellow rose bushes, daffodils and bleeding heart plants burst forth in 
leaves and blooms in mute evidence of the beauty of by-gone days. 

The claim owners are hoping for a raise in the price of gold, consistent 
with the spiralled wages and cost of equipment and materials. This, with 
modern machinery and improved mining methods should create a "come back" 
and bring the day when this "ghost town" will be an oblivion. 

THE PRESS 

Ref: History of Plumas, Lassen & Sierra Counties by Fariss & Smith 
pp 483-484. Publisher: Fariss & Smith, San Francisco, California, 1881 

The Gibsonville Herald first made its appearance at Gibsonville in the 
winter of 1853-54, the exact date being impossible to obtain because of the 
destruction by fire of the earliest files. Heade, the editor, calling it the 
Gibsonville Herald & St. Louis News, which was delivered by special 
me s senger in St. Louis. In the fall of 1855 the paper wa s sold and taken to 
LaPorte, where the title of Mountain Messenger was given it. In 1858 A. T. 
Dewey became proprietor, and the year following, William S . Byrnes became 
associated with him in its publication. Prior to 1860 the Messenger was a 
strong Whig organ consistently adopting Republican principles at that time I 

which it has advocated ever since. In the LaPorte fire of 1861 the office 
was totally destroyed by fire, but revived immediately. Dewey purchased 
Byrnes I interest in 1862, continuing the busines s alone until November, 1863, 
when J. A. Vaughn bought a half interest. In January, 1864, E. M. Dewey 
purchased the remaining half of A. T. Dewey, who retired from the news
paper, and in February i.t wa s removed to Downieville, and published there 
by Dewey & Vaughn for four years. In 1868 Mr. Dewey sold his interest to 
E. K. Downer and D. Whitney. Whitney soon severed his connection, and 
from that time to the present (1881) the Messenger has been under the con
trol of Vaughn & Downer. It is an enterprising sheet, devoted to the inter
est of the county I enjoying a large patronage. The Messenger office occupies 
the three floors of a building on Durgan Flat owned by the editors and is 
well supplied with material for doing all kinds of country work. The ground 
on which the building stands is very rich in gold, which gives the Messenger 
an advantage not often had by newspapers I of having a solid basis upon 
which to do busines s. 
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THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE OF THE PLUMAS COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY MAKES NO EFFORT TO VERIFY THE ACCURACY OF ARTICLES IN 

THIS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS •••• OBVIOUSLY, THIS WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE. 

HOWEVER, IT IS HOPED THAT READERS--OLD TIMERS OR NEW--WHO CAN 

CORRECT OR VERIFY OR DISPUTE ANY STATEMENTS, SPELUNGS, DATES 

OR OTHER INFORMATION WILL WRITE OUT THEIR REMARKS FOR INCLUSION 

IN LATER PUBLICATIONS, THUS ADDING ADDITIONAL VALUE TO THE 

MATERIAL PRESENTED. 

THE PUBUCATION COMMITTEE ALSO INVITES COMPLETE ARTICLES OR 

NOTES. IN GENERAL, THE PUBLICATION IS MAINLY CONCERNED WITH 

THE AREA WHERE A SPECIFIC MEETING IS BEING HELD, BUT THIS IS 

NOT A HARD AND FAST RULE. THE JUNE ISSUE, PARTICUlARLY, CAN 

BE QUITE VARIED. 

ARTICLES NEED NOT BE SCHOLARLY AND CAN BE ABOUT ANY PERIOD. 

FOR THE SAKE OF SIMPLICITY I THE FOUR MAJOR PERIODS OF PLUMAS 

COUNTY HISTORY CAN BE DIVIDED: 

1. BEFORE 1850 AND THE AMERICAN INVASION 

2. FROM 1850 TO THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD 

3. FROM THE RAILROAD TO THE OPENING OF THE HIGHWAY 

4. FROM THE FEATHER RIVER HIGHWAY TO THE PRESENT. 


