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1 NOTE TO THIS SECOND EDITION 

1 
The First Edition of this Volume V, "Over North" in 

Sierra County, of my series of six books on the history of 
Sierra County, came off the press in the Summer of 1977. 

1 
Included in this Second Edition are the following addi

tional materials which were not available at the time of the 
publication of the First Edition. They appear as a Supple
ment to this edition: 

1 
The Progressive History of the Rabbit Creek Struggle; 

Excerpts from the 1859 Diary of Mary Ann Harris Meredith;
The Griffith Meredith Letters; Excerpts from the 1880 Diary 

1 

of Minna Meredith (Mackinder); About Early La Porte; 
Washington Cicero Doud and Owen Doud Letters trom 
Eureka North; James H . Galloway Leiters of the 1880's; 
News Items about Some of the Towns of Northern Sierra 

1 

County from 1854 into the 1880's; News Items about Some 
of the Towns of the "Over North" Country of Sierra County 
from 1862 into the 1890's ; About the Scott Family and the 
Tennessee Mine; The Lassiat Family of Poker Flat ; The Mee 
Family Record of Births; The Andruss Hotel at Brandy City; 
Carrying the Mail on Snowshoes between La Porte and 
Nelson Point; Items of Recent History about La Porte; An 
Article from an Interview of John Mac Farlane conducted 
by Dick O'Rourke; Items of Interest from an Interview with 
Dick O'Rourke; Summary Histories of Several of the Settle
ments on the Road from Challenge to La Porte. 

j Acknowledgment of the generosity of persons who 
made some of these materials available to the author is in
dicated in the introductory statements which immediately 
precede the various materials. 

DOWNIEVILLE, CALIFORNIA 

l 
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General Introduction to the History 

of Northern Sierra County 

More settlements of significant size developed in 
the northern region --- the "Over North" area --- of Sierra 

- County than any other part, some of them being separated 
by only two orthreemiles. As one today travels the roads 
of Northern Sierra County one comes upon the sites of the 
following old mining settlements, all of which had their 

- beginning in either the early or the middle 1850's: 
Howland Flat, Gibsonville, La Porte (which town has from 
1866 being in Plumas County) , Spanish Flat, Whisky 
Diggings, Newark,Hepsldam, Yankee Hill, St. Louis, Pine 

-Grove, Cedar Gruve, potosi, Poker Flat, Port Wine, Queen 
City, Scales, Poverty Hill, Union Hill, Mt. Pleasant or 
Ermatinger's, Chandlerville, Cold Canyon, Sackett's 
Gulch, Fair ·Play, Greenwood, Grass Flat, - Gardener's 

- Ooint, Siopeville, Wahoo, Hardscrabble, Secret Diggings, 
3ernard's Diggings, and Happy Hollow. If one Includes 
;he area from Excelsior to Brandy City In Northern Sierra, 
then Excelsior, Monte Cristo, Eureka, Morristown, Craig's 
~Iat, the McMahon Ranch, and Brandy City, are also to be 

Isted. Of this great numberof towns which once existed, 
eft only are La Porte and Scales . 

Evidences of extensive placer workings are 
werywhere. Piles of mainly-quartz boulders are 
requent Iy . to be seen where the ground was worked either 

by ground sluicing, by wheeling the gravel Into sluices, or 
J:>y hydraulicklng. Along the roads---and at short 

jjst.ance~ from them---rise the banks of gravel of the 
tnClent river which had its course through the region . 

Banks of from fifty to over a hundred feet in height are to 
be s.een at several places where the great "pipes" or 
~onltors tore away at the gravel of the great channel and 
IIrected the gold-bearing gravel into the long sluices . 

~ Extrem.ely little remains of most of these early mining 
owns to Indicate that from the middle 1850's into the 
880'5, ~nd for some, into the early 1900's, thriving 

v?mmunlties existed. Most of them today exist only as 
sites, there being no buildings, and all that one can find Is 
:ere and there a few pieces of decayed boards or a rotting 
!mber that once was a foundation log of a building, or 

-ome stones arranged in a manner which indicates that 
I they were part of the foundation for a building. 
r 
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La Porte today is a busy town . The establishment of a 

town-site a few years ago led to the selling of about forty 

lots , on a number of which nice homes have been built. 

With the development of a U.S. Forest Service Recreation 

Area around the new Little Grass Valley Reservoir, many 

people are now coming to the La Porte area to camp, fish, 

and hunt. There are now only two buildings at Gib

sonville, one of which collapsed a few years ago from the 

weight of snow, and exists only as a relic. There are 

about twelve buildings In Howland Flat, some of which 

are reconstructed old houses, and two or three modern 

summer homes, with the rest being old structures rapidly 

disintegrating. Howland Flat, which with La Porte, 

Gibsonville, and St. Louis, were the largest of the towns 

of Northern Sierra County, is beautifully~located at the 

base of the northern slope of magnificent Table Rock 

Mountain, a flat-topped peak of bassalt which Is unique in 

all of Sierra County, and which is a land-mark that can be 
seen from all other high peaks of the mountains of the 
county. Today, beautiful high· mountain white and sllver
tip fir trees from five to ' twenty feet In height, are 
populating Howland Flat, and these, with the grassy 
meadows and dense clumps of lupines, make the place a 
beautiful 'sight. At Port Wine one can see the ruinsof what 
was one of two marvellous stone building. Though 
Canyon Creek can be regarded as being the southern 
boundary of the Northern Sierra County region, It Is a fair 
position to regard the early- mining settlements of 
Deadwood, Bunker Hill and the Herkimer, Brandy City, 
ExcelSior, Fir Cap, Eureka, Craig's Flat, Morristown, 
McMahon'S Ranch, Sebastopol, Little Grizzly, Monte 
Cristo, and Oak Ranch as being part of Northern Sierra 
County. 

Following are the family names of some of the people 
who made one or more of the towns of Northern Sierra , 
County their home for an appreciable number of years, 
and many of whom were pioneer families of the region: 
Carmichael, Delahunty, Conlan, Gould, McGrath, Barrett, 
Scott, Madden, McKensle; Schofield, Sinnott; Costello, 
Boland, Dugan, Corbett, Sullivan , Squier, Nave, Wahl, 
Perry, Schwering, Goard , Haley, Wixon, Spencer, Judge, 
Hughes, James, Buckley, Hendel, Conly, Small, .) 
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Group on Horseback Going or Arriving at an "Over North" Town, Probably for a Celebration 

Sutherland, Tolman, Ryan, Webster, Salter, Sheppard, 
Taber, Proseus, Winrod, Rutishauser Jenkins McGough 
Miguel, ~'Neil, O'Riley, Wolfe, Cleghorn: Murphy; 
Talley, Winchell, Modglin, Wolters, Hafey, Becker, 
McLaughlin, Wehrle, Dubuque, Tregaskls, Walsh, Caya, 
Dunphy, Henneberry, Hayes, Wiegand, McFarlane 
Kiefer, Berry, Bettinger, Finane, Know/es, Emerton' 
Ermatinger, Kane, Barnes, Pike, Doray, Westall, Kingdon; 
Alexander, Mullen, Skinner, Vaughn, McKeever, Bet
tinger, McNeil, Quigley, Merlan, Schwartz, Brundidge, 
McMahon, Morse, Horn, Emery, Brewster, Fogarty, 
Chittenden, Wilkinson, Littick, Hanley, Cosker, Mc
Dougall, Schaughnessy, Conroy, White, Parker, 
Sheeman, Mooney, Sammon, Jones, Lewis, Timpson, 
Farren, O'Rourke, Steward, Reilly, Libertle, Cayot, Ab
bott, Harris, Canney, Cassidy, Beran, Corlett, Todd, Bean, 
Mason, Post, Bruckerman, Overstreet Sheehan Marvin 
Bustillo, McDonnell, Hoeffer, Keller: Helbach', Talley; 
Hillman, La Plante, Hewitt, Thomas, Frances, Reid, 
GrandbOiS, Primeau, Burelle, Forbes, Humphreys, 
Pollock, Livermore, Bevan, Erwin , Cox, Hood, Poor, 
Farrel, Grant, Mooney, Brown, Hartley, Lowden, Corbett, 
McBride, Hough, Owens, and Fritzgerald. 

Here from the Mountain Echoes of March 26th and 
ADril 2nd of 1853 are two letters to O.H. Ball, the Editor of 
that earliest of newspapers of Sierra County - it being 
published in Downieville --- by the correspondent 
"Snifter", which describe a number of the mining set
tlements of Northern Sierra County at that very early time. 
Spoken of are: Oak Ranch, Poker Flat, Eureka, Craig's 

Flat, Port Wine, Cedar Grove, St. Louis, Chandlerville, 
Pine Grove, Gibsonville and Whiskey Diggings. The 
reference to "Cooper of Oak Ranch" is to Christophern Columbus Cooper, who purchased the ranch in 1852 after 

Courtesy: Mrs, Jessie Modglin 

it, had been originally located by David G. Webber in 
1851, who located land around Weber Lake in 1852, and 
developed there one of the earliest of Sierra County 
recreation resorts. These letters are of special Interest and 
value since they must be among the earliest of 
descriptions to be found of this part of Sierra County, 
since they appear in the Mountain Echo, which was the 
earliest newspaper of general county circulation 
published in Sierra County. Of special interest, also, Is 
the description of the flume which was constructed 
through the diggings at St. Louis, which was used to 
drain the water from the mining operations and to remove 
the tailings of the sluicing operations. This flume project 
is described by the correspondent as being "one of the 
best I have seen in the mountains". The two letters were 
written following a trip the correspondent made to the 
"Over North" country from Downieville on the trail via 
Coyote Hill, (i.e ., the mountain directly north of 
Coyoteville, which place Is a mile west of Downieville on 
State Highway 49) - Oak Ranch, through Eureka, Craig's 
Flat, Poker Flat, and on to other towns of Northern Sierra 
County. 

DOWNIEVILLE 
March 22,1853 

FOR THE ECHO: 
O. O. BALL, ESQ.: 

"Having recently returned from a tour through the 
northern section of our county and concluding It might 
interest your readers to know what Is going on In those 
snowy regions, I drop you a few notes. 

"On a clear and beautiful afternoon In the Spring of the 
year 1853, your correspondent, and one 'Chucks", started 
up 'Coyote HIli' towards 'Oak Ranch', determined to 
spend the night with Cooper of the 'Oak Ranch', take a 

10 

I 

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight



n ifter', and start early in the morning for the unknown 
regions lying in the vicinity working in some hili diggings 
of the same nature as those about Minnesota. These 
- gglngs are not yet fairly prospected, but all who have 

orked in them are satisfied to keep on. 

"After leaving the Ranch we crossed Goodyears Creek 
-nd ascended Eureka Hill, and had hard work to keep from 

liling off backwards, for as my companion observed, , it 
.Janed, if anything, a LEETLE the other way'. We here 
noticed a large land slide, truly a beautiful sight, hugh 

.-Uees torn up by the roots, enormous rocks displaced, and 
mass of earth large enough towlpe out Downieville, lying 
t the foot of the hill. At Eureka, we found but few 

miners, but those few dOing well. Here we for the first 
.J.ime found some snow, ONLY about eight feet deep, and 

s the landlord observed' a good prospect for more'. 
.fter passing by Whitney's Diggings where all were busy 

getting out lumber for a flume to conduct the water to 
iheir claims, we crossed Little Canyon Creek. Now in the 

Qurse of my travels through these hills, I've seen some 
~w ugly places, but of all I ever did see, deliver me from 

the Canyon Creek hills. If all the curses heaped upon 
.Jhem were recorded, all the prayers in Christendom would 

at canonize them. As a speciman, when we were 
liding, slipping, jumping, and twisting down the hill, one 

of our party rolled down into the creek, and on being 
~sked what was at the bottom, answered: ' thank God I 

m'. We passed through Craig's Flat and were most 
greeably surprised to see the Stars and Stripes floating 

proudly from the top of one of the tallest pines ........AII 
hands at Craig's are busy and great preparations are 

-eing made for the coming season. Park's Water 
:ompany and the French and American Company are 

engaged in clearing out their ditches, repairing flumes, 
etc., and expect to supply water enough for 500 miners 

- his spring. Many of those who have water are making 
ood wages, finding several different stratas of pay dirt. 

I'here are three different layers of what appears to be a 
species of 'lava' intermixed with slate, quartz, etc., 

- usceptible of a high polish and full of the minutest 
·articles of gold. We here saw a pine root perfectly 

,ossilized, one of the most beautiful specimens we have 
ever seen, and we understand Mr. Parks intends to send a 

-'ortion of it to the Atlantic States. Near Craig's are the 
Jpper Diggings' which were very highly spoken of, but we 
~id not visit them, as the snow was about nine feet on a 
level. 

"We then started to cross Canyon Creek near Poker 
lat, concluding that if we had not a 'full hand' we were at 

least 'two Jack,s' for taking such a trip over the snow. On 
....canyon Creek there are but a few miners, nearly all having 

3ft during the storm. After going straight up hill about 
)ur miles or so we came to Port Wine Diggings, so called 

from the fact that some of the early settlers undertook to 
~arry a keg of pOli wine from Slate Creek, but they 

topped and tried it so often that it slipped from their 
lands, leaving them like poor Kitty of Coleraine to bewail 

'all the sweet wine watering the hill'. Every one was at 
work, and cash seemed abundant, all contented, still 

hort of water, which seemed to me an astonishing fact, 
or as I'm a Dutchman, they all scorn water as being too 
"tr~>ng for their weak constitution , and drink whisky to 
reVive exhausted nature, for during a sojourn of a day and 

- I half among them, one bucket of water lasted the 
larkeeper, but 10 gallons of whisky was no whar. This 

,etter has already spun out to an unexpected length, and I 
must defer the balance until your next." 

Yours, SNIFTER 

DOWNIEVILLE 
April 2, 1853 

0.0. BALL, ESQ: 
"In your last, you were kind enough to publish a 

hasty scrawl about the diggings over the hili, and in 
pursuance of my promise you now get the balance of my 
experience. After leaving Port Wine we passed through 
Cedar Grove, or where Cedar Grove had been, as 
everything was buried in snow some 12 feet deep. About 
a mile from Cedar Grove we reached St. Louis, most 
awfully tired. Traveling through soft snow some two feet 
deep is not the most pleasant thing in the world, and will 
sometimes occasion fatigue. St. Louis is a lively little 
place and will undoubtedly be the centre of a larg~ 
business this summer. We here saw some fine works --_ 
Purrington's and Company and Hawkins and Company's 
flumes some 3 feet wide, running entirely through St. 
Louis Flat, a distance of nearly a thousand feet. The 
flumes were constructed to drain the flat, and at the same 
time carry off all the water and tailings from those mining 
on the flat. The only recompense received by these en
terprising companies is the gold left in the flume from the 
tailings poured in by the numerous ton s. This project is 
one of the best I have ever seen in the mines and can 
easily be applied to many other flats in this vicinity with 
profit to all concerned. 

"We here met some old friends: Purrington, Hawkins, 
Marshall, O'Brien, and a host of others, and were in 
classic language introduced to a large 'course of spouts', 
Minshalla! Blessed by Allah! May the shadows of those 
noble souls never grow less. In serious earnest, no one 
can pass through St. Louis without experiencing that 
hospitality which strongly reminds one of 'Old Kentuck." 

"Chandlerville came next in order, but our stay was 
short, we had scarcely time to examine the town. Its 
location is most favorable, being the very centre of 'Sears 
Diggings', the oldest place, and by far the finest situation 
for a town. But these things, which in the older States 
would have made Chandlerville the head-quarters of all 
kinds of business, in this State have no effect, for, as an 
old miner remarked, during the Goose Lake excitement, 'if 
diggins were struck in the --- Fire Office --- traders would 
furnish goods for the miners, without any insurance. 

"We then visited Pine Grove and located under the 
kind care of Mr. Peter Glynn, commonly called 'Pete 
Glynn', and under his charge we feasted and drank to an 
unlimited amount. Glynn keeps the best hotel I have ever 
seen in the mines and his table under the supervision of 
his ardiable lady, can scarcely be beaten in Marysville. 
The miners in and about Pine Grove were doing we", and 
whenever water can be procured, the diggings have 
generally paid well. The society in other localities, known 
as the DUMBFUDEONS, HOOPOOPINS, etc., are almost 
unknown in the Sear's District. 

"After leaving Pine Grove in company with a large 
party we tumbled down one hill, climbed up another, by 
means of hands and feet, rolled down another, over the 
snow, waded about 150 yards through a creek, scrambled 
up another hill, and then were in the famous city of 
Gibsonville, famous for its Drift diggings and the fond
ness of its residents for the extract of 'biled corn', which 
they carry to such an extent, that one of their richest 
precincts is called 'Whisky Diggings' . Gibsonville is the 
most flourishing place in that section of the mines, and 
when water becomes plentiful, which will be before long, 
will be about the largest town . The ground is the best for 
drifting I have ever seen, hard and perfectly dry, so that 
the miner is not wet through all the time. One drift is 400 
feet in length by 6 feet high and 4 feet wide, entirely 
cleared out. It is the best piece of work I have ever seen in 
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the mountains and was all done in about 60 days. They 
work 18 hours out of 24, and work 8 hands, 9 hours on, on 
account of the difficulty of obtaining water. The snow is 
some 10 feet deep in the street, and when about entering a 
house, you dart down the slippery snow and pitch head 
foremost through the door to the imminent hazard of any 
unfortunate hombre who may happen in their way. 

"On our return trip we stopped at Pine Grove over 
night, and as it happened to be St. Patrick's Day, we were 
entertained with a sight rarely seen in these parts, a 
LARGE SPREE, every one tight, and not a harsh word 
spoken. They all seemed like brothers. The band created 
some excitement, particularly the performer on two pans, 
who said 'that as he could not pan out gold, he would at 
least get satisfaction in the music', and the sayings and 
doings in the cabin of John surnamed the 'Cock-eyed', 
behold are they not written in the tablets of memory and 
some day will be written out by" 

SNIFTER 

Pen and Ink Sketch of Ore Car - by Ruth Armstrong 

QUARTZ MINING: 

One significant characteristic of mining in general in 
Sierra County was that during the late 1850's and early 
1860's, following a decline of the gold yield from many of 
the great placer diggings of the county, attention turned 
to the prospecting for and the development of quartz 
ledges, i.e., lode mining. This is not to imply that placer 
mining ceased to be of signifiance, for it continued, and 
during a period years later, there were some diggings 
developed whose production was comparable to that of 
earlier times, but only that quartz mining came to be of far 
greater sign ificance, with an increased percentage of the 
total production of gold coming to be to be from lode 
mines. _ 

Here from the Mountain Messenger of September 2nd 
of 1863, is an account of this increased interest in ob
taining gold from quartz ledges in the "Over North" 
country of the county: "Quartz Mining In Northern 
Sierra: This branch of industry is receiving much more 
attention than is generally supposed. A great deal of 
prospecting is going on, with favorable results. An im
pression seems to have got abroad that the lode at 
Howland Flat, which recently prospected so rich, has 
been abandoned. This is not the case, however. Two 
claims, within a stone's throw of each other, are now 
being vigorously worked. The claim of Knowles, Fant, 
Hewitt and others, In the ravine just below the first 
discovery, called the Susquehanna Company, Is yielding 
very rich rock, which is fairly studded with gold. Within a 
week two men have taken out specimens which by the 
hand mortar process have yielded over $500.00 ..... . On 
the way from Howland Flat to Newark we noticed some 
available looking quartz ledges, one or two of which were 

claimed ---- on paper. These paper claims are a great 
nuisance, as many parties who claim never intend dOing, 
and never do, any work on them .......... Just before 
crossing the ridge to Newark, a little to the right, we 
noticed a very large ledge of white quartz, the croppings 
of which appear high above the surface of the ground. 
Some parties are sinking a shaft on one side of it, and the 
rock looks well --- much better than the outside In
dications. in traveling around recently many ledges have 
come under our notice, and we antiCipate that before the 
close of another year, numbers of valuable lodes will have 
been discovered, and mills will be erected, throughout 
this section ........ " 

EARLY PACK TRAINS: 

Before roads were constructed, supplies were 
delivered to the towns of Northern Sierra County by mule 
pack trains, some of which were made up of over fifty 
animals. The earliest route was from Marysville to La 
Porte, and then up the Gibsonville Ridge to Gibsonville, 
and on into the feather River country of Plumas County. 
These first pack, or express trains as they were called, 
were owned and operated by Frank Everts, who through 
the period from the early 1850's into the late 1860's, had 
several men associated with him as partners. It appears 
that Everts had establ ished this service as early as 1851. 

Within a few years of the early 1850's, pack trains were 
running to the towns on a route south of Slate Creek and 
between that -creek and Canyon Creek, going through 
Scales, Mt. Pleasant or Ermatinger's, and then up Port 
Wine Ridge to Port Wine, and the several towns between 
there and Howland Flat. In the late 1850's, Everts, Wilson, 
and Company, were the proprietors of a daily Mountain 
Express from Marysville to all of the mining settlements 

. of Nor.hern Sierra County and Southern Piumas County. 
In November of 1859, Frances and Company began the 
operation of a weekly express from La Porte to Truckee 
Meadows, Virginia City; Gold Hill, and Carson City. The 
Sierra Democrat of April 19th of 1862, speaks briefly of 
pack trains in its news from a correspondent of La Porte: 
"Considerable freight is now coming into this district on 
pack mules. The tariff is still five cents per pound from 
Marysvi lie to La Porte." In 1865 there was an express and 
passenger train making trips three times a week between 
Downieville and Howland Flat via the trail through 
Deadwood and Poker Flat. Even during the part of the 
winter when pack animals could not make the trips, there 
still, for some years, was a limited pack service, which 
consisted of carrying the mail, and a few light-in-weight 
essentials, by men on snowshoes. One such service was 
that of Granville Zacharian, who In the mid-1860's, had a 
snowshoe express from Downieville to La Porte, making 
the run twice a week. 

From the beginning of the existence of the many 
settlements of Northern Sierra County, the stores of the 
towns, with the approach of winter, "laid In" huge sup
plies of goods; and fami lies, particularly those living at 
places where stores were not readily available similarly 
"laid in" quantities of food stuffs to last them through the 
winter . Sacks of sugar, flour, potatoes, onions, beets, 
carrots, boxes of apples, hams and bacons, etc., -- to 
mention only a few items --- became the winter supply for 
many homes. This was not only the custom in very early 
times from the 1850's into the 1870's, but was of necessity 
the cust<;>m into the 1890's and early 1900's, when though 
most trails had been replaced by roads, still travel other 
than by men on snowshoes was impossible for much of 
the winter. 
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The Bustillos and Their Freight Team Photo about 1900 

=ARl Y ROADS OF NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY: 

r E MARYSVILLE " LA PORTE - GIBSONVILLE TO 
: ':KWOURTH PASS ROAD: AND THE LA PORTE AND 
.:lIBSONVILLE TO QUINCY ROAD: 

In June of 1862 the beginning work of the 
) anization of a Company for the construction of a road 
rom La Porte to Jamison was done and in the months 
Qllowing, the road plans were broadened to include the 
I luing of the ,road all the way from Marysville, through 
. Porte, Jamison and Johnsville into Mohawk Valley 
) connect with the Beckwourth Pass Road. The Com· 
any . to .build this road was formally organized at a 

:!tmg In early July of 1862, It was resolved to sell 
,000 of capital stock, the shares to sell at $50. In 

ugust of the year, work was begun on this road from 
~a County toward La Porte, and in May of 1863 work 

) . about to begin on the La Porte-Beckwourth Pass 
hon . By July of 1863 the section of this road from 

ulTI La Porte to Gibsonville was completed, and in this 
~me month a 70 percent assessment on the stock of the 

sville and Beckwourth Turnpike Road Company --
! name of the Company formed to construct the road) -

~Jsured the continuance of the work. In the Mountain 
es~enger of August 8 of 1863, which was being 
~llshe~ at La Porte at this time, (it not moving to 

vnleville until the spring of 1864) ----there is the item of 
. . /S : "Thirteen men passed over the Beckwourth Pass 
ute bound for Washoe on Thursday. We should finish 
'I 

\ I 
13 

Courtesy : Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

the road and thus secure a large share of the travel to 
Nevada Territory." Along with this news about the road 
there was an announcement of the annual meeting of the 
road company which was to be held September 1. The 
M.M. of 9-26-63 reported: "Work on the Marysville and 
Beckwourth Pass Turnpike is steadily progressing." 

Coincident with the building of this road, plans were 
completed for the construction of a road linking La Porte 
and Quincy, branching to the north at Gibsonville from 
the La Porte-Jamison-Beckwourth Pass Road. By 
November of 1867 th is road had been completed. This 
road req uired the constructiion of bridges .across Nelson 
Creek and the South Fork of the Feather River. 

In May of 1871 a road from Loyalton, connectng with 
the Beckwourth Pass Road, was opened, and by the 
summer of 1874 work was under way on the extension of 
this road to Reno, Nevada. 

PORT WINE AND LA PORTE: AND PORT WINE AND 
SCALE ROADS: 

In the early summer of 1863 a road from La Porte 
via Yankee Hill to St. Louis was completed. 

In May of 1871, the citizens of Port Wine and vicinity 
petitioned The County Board of Supervisors to aid in 
building a wagon road between Port Wine and La Porte. 
The people of La Porte and vicinity proposed to construct 
that portion of the road to the county line, which would 
include the erection of a bridge across Slate Creek. The 
cost of this section of the road in Plumas County it was 



estimated would be about double that of the portion from 
the county line to Port Wine. The Port Wine people in
dicated that they would raise the greater part of the 
amount needed to build the Sierra County part of the road 
by subscription among themselves. A subscription list 
already pledging $600 was attached to the petition. At the 
Board of Supervisors meeting action on the petition was 
deferred until the Saturday following the meeting, and 
similar action was taken with regard to a petition for a 
road from Port Wine to Scales. At the Saturday meeting 
of the Board the petition for the La Porte and Port Wine 
road was denied, it appearing that proper notices had not 
been posted as required by law. The petition of the 
citizens of St. Louis asking for an appropriation of $2,000 
to improve the road known as the Port Wine and Scales 
Wagon Road, was also heard, and it was ordered that 
upon the completion of a "good and substantial bridge" 
across Cedar Grove Ravine and its acceptance, the county 
would appropriate $400 toward the cost of improving the 
road. 

THE HOWLAND FLAT TO THE YUBA COUNTY LINE 

ROAD VIA ST LOUIS AND SCALES: 


Before the completion of the La Porte Wine Road, a 

survey was made in the Summer of 1866 for a new road 

from Howland Flat to the Yuba County line by way of St. 

Louis and Port Wine, to follow the Port Wine or Table 

Rock Ridge. This road was to go by Poverty Hill and 

Scales. A contract for the construction of the road from 

the Yuba County line to St. Louis was awarded to a Mr. 

Weber in August of the above year for $10,500, and men 

were immediately put to work on the job. By October the 

"road was fast approaching completion", and a team had 

made the trip over it as far as Mt. Pleasant near Scales. 


THE GIBSONVILLE - HOWLAND FLAT ROAD: 
In May of 1870 the people of the "Over North" area 


requested $1,500 of the County Board of Supervisors for 

the purpose of building a wagon road between Gibsonville 

and Howland Flat, but the request was denied. It was not 

until several years later that a road branching from the 

Gibsonville-Johnsville Road at Whisky Diggings south of 

Howland Flat to Howland Flat was completed, a distance 

of four miles. 


IMPROVED ST. LOUIS TO HOWLAND FLAT ROAD: 
In 1875 an improved road was built from St. Louis to 

Howland Flat which passed "above and around Wolff's 
Brewery in St. Louis", and a "man named Frank Decker 
took a contract to build a road from St. Louis to the new 
bridge across Cedar Grove Ravine, on the Port Wine 
Road". 

(M. M. 5-175) 

WHISKY DIGGINGS ;ROAD: 
In May of 1873, a Mr. Cook of Whisky Diggings began 

the work of constructing a wagon road from that place "to 
the top of the ridge near the sawmill between Howland 
Flat and Whisky Diggings" . (M. M. 5-31-73) 

THE ST. LOUIS TURNPIKE COMPANY: 
In 1857 the St. Louis Turnpike Company was in

corporated for the purpose of constructing a road 
"commencing at a point on the road leading from Rabbit 
Creek (La Porte) to Gibsonville near the Mountain Spring 
House (1), thence across Slate Creek to a pOint on the 
road leading from St. Louis to Pine Grove at or near 
Chandlerville, on the most practical route to the town of 
St. Louis". The Articles of Incorporation were flied with 
the County Clerk of Sierra County on October 8th of 1857. 
The following met at the town of Strawberry Valley on July 
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18th of the year for the purpose of the preliminary 
organization of the Company (2) . Peter Rice, Samuel S. 
Atchinson, J. E. Carr, B. R. Spilman, Silas M. Atchinson, 
E. B. Bracy, J. A. Barnhart, J. R. Gries, A . J . Rigby, and 
J. F. Brewster. James E. Carr was elected PreSident, J. F. 
Brewster, Secretary, and B. Spilman, Treasurer. John 
Conly also served as an early treasurer. 

DEPOT HILL TO INDIAN VALLEY TURNPIKE: 
On August 22nd of 1860, Articles of Incorporation 

were filed to form a Company, the object of which was to 
construct "a good substantial Turnpike Road from Depot 
Hill, Indian Hill and Indian Valley, thence up the ridge lying 
between the North Yuba and Canyon Creek to Eureka 
North, all of the above line of road being in Sierra 
County". (3) A meeting was held on August 18th for the 
purpose of preliminary organization. Original 
stockholders of the Company were: W. L. Day, Augustus 
Cilley, A. G. Miller, John Gassner, D. W. Mitchell, J. 
Ingram, W. H. Roff, and James Golding. 

A WAGON ROAD TO QUINCY 

Here from the May 30th, 1863, issue of the Mountain 
Messenger is an argument for the construction of a road 
from La Porte to Quincy via Nelson Creek: "Good roads 
and public hil\lhways for the convience of travel, in
tercommunication and traffic between localities have 
ever been a prime necessity in all countries, but esp~clally 
so in a wild a.nd newly settled country like California. We 
regret to say that, in consequence of close attention to 
other and more absorbing interests, this great want of our 
State has not received that attention it preeminently 
deserves. It is true that public spirit and private enterprise 
have recently been attracted, in no small degree, to the 
necessity of improving old highways and opening new 
ones........... We look forward to the time when good, 
broad highways, for the convenience of travel and trade, 
shall be constructed, not only through each county, but 
forming a network to connect all the counties of the state. 
The vast mining and trading interests of these mountains, 
as well as the growing agricultural interests of neigh
boring valleys, will require the speedy commencement 
and final accomplishment of the projects to which we 
call attention. The counties of Sierra and Plumas, near 
neighbors, and whose interests are almost Identical, 
cannot be said to be well provided with roads. For at least 
seven months of the year they are shut out from the rest of 
the State, save by the single communication afforded 
during those months In travel by mule trains. If roads can 
be built and kept open over the passes of the Sierra 
Nevada, we fail to see why they cannot be built and kept 
open, even in winter months, between the Sacramento 
Valley and these counties. A recent trip on foot from here 
(La Porte) to Quincy and back, has convinced us of the 
necessity and practicability of constructing a wagon road 
between the two pOints . The distance Is estimated at 
about 27 miles, more or less. From La Porte to Gib
sonville, a distance of 7 miles, we already have a road 
which is traveled by teams and stages during the summer 
months: from Gibsonville to Nelson Point in Plumas 
County, a distance of 10 miles, the only obstacles on the 
route are encountered . This portion of the road to Quincy 
leads over very rugged and In some places precipitous 
hills; but the feature most discouraging to the enterprise 
of which we speak is, that snow lies upon those hills 
about eight months of the year. From Nelson Point to 
Quincy, estimated at ten miles, Is certainly as fine a 
natural road as we have seen in any part of California. The 
cost of grading this portion of the route, In Plumas 
County, and the first portion, from La Porte to Glb
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sonville, in Sierra County, would not amount to much. All 
_ the difficulties and expense would be In building the ten 

mifes of road from Gibsonville to Nelson Point. Gen
tlemen with whom we have conversed on the subject have 
variously estimated the entire cost of finishing the road 
from La P.orte to Quincy at from $15,000 to $30,000. We 

- present these remarks for the consideration and for the 
benefit of citizens of both counties. It will benefit Plumas 
to have the road built, because it will open a good 
communication between that county and the Sacramento 

valley; and it will benefit Sierra County to have the travel 
3nd traffic of Plumas pass through her borders. We do not 
know that these would ever seek any other route, because 
so far as we can learn, this is as short and as practicable a 

r oad as any other between Marysville and Quincy. We 
shall return to this subject again ." 

BECKWOURTH PASS TURNPIKE 

Here from the Mountain Messenger of July 18th of 
1863, is some information of financial character about the 
Beckwourth Pass Turnpike being constructed by the 

- Marysville and Beckwourth Pass Turnpike Road Com
pany, to connect Marysvi lie with Mohawk Valley via La 
Porte, Gibsonville, and Jamison Creek. 

"From the annual report of the Secretary of the 
- Marysville and Beckwourth Pass Turnpike Road Com

pany, we learn that assessments amounting to seventy 
per cent have been levied on the amount of stock sub
scribed. The total amount of these assessments was 

~$9,800, of which $5,160 has been paid, leaving a balance 
of $4,640 remaining due. The disposition of the money 
collected has been as follows: Expended on survey, 
$1,299.12; on first contract, for five and a half mifes, 

_	 between the head waters of Nelson Creek and the 
crossing of Jamison Creek, $2,823.62; on the second 
contract, $674.73; contingent expenses, $362.53. The 
estimated cost of the road when completed is $28,500. 

~	The county has donated $2,500 from the treasury, which 
added to the amount subscribed, makes $16,500, leaving 
a balance of $12,000 to be raised to complete the work . 
Since the Secretary's report was written, an additional 
assessments of thirty per cent has been levied, being the 

-	 final assessment on the stock already subscribed." 

fHE EUREKA TO BRANDY CITY ROAD, CONNECTING 
- TRAILS, AND THE PROPOSED BRANDY CITY TO OAK 

VALLEY ROAD: 

As early as the middle 1850's a road connected the 
- two great diggings at Brandy City and Eureka, and by the 

late 1850's or early 1860's there was a daily stage on the 
route. Brandy City was connected with Oak Valley and 
Camptonville by only a mule trail which descended the 

- ridge west of Cherokee Creek, crossed the North Yuba on 
a bridge near the mouth of the creek, and then ascended 
the mountain-side to go through Oak Valley and on to 
Camptonville . It is readily understood why there was an 

_ early road between Brandy City and Eureka, but only a 
mule pack trail on to Oak Valley. The Eureka-Brandy City 
road went along what was in these early years an open 
ridge with an easy grade, whereas the trail route from 

-, Brandy City to Oak Valley descended to and rose steeply 
from the North Yuba River. The Eureka to Marysville 
stage left Eureka at three o'clock in the morning, 
proceeding to Brandy City by wagon . At Brandy City a 
transfer was made to horses as far as Oak Valley, where 

~ union was made with the early road through Garden Valley 
to Marysville, and the balance of the trip to Marysville was 
made in a wagon or stage coach . The stage arrived in 

Marysville at four o'clock in the afternoon after an elapsed 
time of thirteen hours, the distance was about seventy
five miles and the fare was $8.00. 

In 1883 the people of Brandy City requested that a road 
be built to Oak Valley to connect with a road which had 
been constructed earlier from Camptonville. The 
estimated cost of construction of the four miles of this 
proposed road was put at from $4,000 to $5,000, toward 
which amount Mr. Lawrence, the Superintendent of the 
Brandy City Mining Company, offered to contribute 
$1 000. The citizens of Brandy City offered to donate a 
lik~ amount. However, this road was not built, nor in the 
years since 1883 has such a road been constructed. 

In the late fall of 1907 the construction of a road from 
Brandy City to Indian Valley --- a route which ap
proximates the present road from the site of the sawmill 
of the Calida Lumber Company -- was completed, and a 
connection was made with the road from Indian Valley by 
a bridge across the North Yuba River near the Erwin 
RanCh, a place which later became a ranch of Joseph 
Ponta of Down ieville. 

THE PROPOSED DOWNIEVILLE TO NORTHERN SIERRA 
COUNTY ROAD: 

As early as 1873, there was agitation for a road to be 
constructed more directly connecting the northern county 
area with Downieville, than the road via Bullard,s Bar, 
Challenge, Strawberry Valley and La Porte. In the 
Mountain Messenger of October 4th of that year the 
Ed itor had th is to say about the proposal for a shorter 
route: "Our friends 'Over North' are very much in earnest 
about a wagon road to connect them with Downieville and 
will apply to the Legislature this winter for legal m.eans to 
give power to the Board of Supervisors to appropriate out 

Courtesy: Mrs. L . L . Livermore 
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of county funds a sum necessary for such purpose. The 
route proposed will be to take the trail mainly to Eureka, 
thence across Canyon Creek to the low gap in the dividing 
ridge, i.e., Port Wine Ridge, between Wahoo and Grass 
Flat." (4) 

In the 9-10-81 issue of the M.M. there appears an 
article stressing the "crying need of a good wagon road to 
connect the rich northem section of the county with 
Downieville. A good road has been built from Craig's Flat 
to Big Canyon by private individuals. This road will be 
extended to Port Wine during the coming season, and 
then all that will remain to be done will be to build a road 
from Craig's Flat to Downieville, a distance of ten miles, 
to connect the North with us. The grade of the trail from 
the head of Coyoteville Ravine to above Sheehan's Ranch 
--- (a ranch earlier known as Cooper Ranch and Oak 
Ranch)---is suitable for a wagon road grade and would 
need to be widened. The worst portion of the route would 
be from Eureka to Craig's, and as to this part, we are 
assured by those who know, that it is not as difficult as 
many suppose." 

Today one can motor to Howland Flat from 
Downieville via the Monte Cristo and Saddleback Road 
and on through Poker Flat, and one can drive from Indian 
Valley and Brandy City to the sites of many of the early 
settlements of Northern Sierra County and to La Porte, 
either on the Morristown Ridge Road or the road through 
the old Eureka Diggings, both of which take one to 
Deadwood and Poker Flat. However, the road from 
Deadwood through Poker Flat and on to Howland Flat is 
suitable only for a rugged pick-up truck or a four-wheel 
drive vehicle. 

During the course of operation of the Calida Lumber 
Company from the middle 1940's Into the 1960's, it and 
the U.S. Forest Service constructed numerous spur 
logging roads from their main Eureka and Morristown 
Ridge roads, including one which goes to within a short 
distance of Canyon Creek, west of Craig's Flat. Two 
roads approach Canyon Creek from its west side, or 
opposite Craig's Flat, and the other in a direction from 
Queen City northeast. There has been discussion at 
various times concerning the joining of either of these two 
roads with the Morristown Ridge Road, but as of this 
writing there is no other road-link between Morristown 
and Port Wine Ridge other than the northerly route via 
Deadwood and Poker Flat. 

PROPOSED DOWNIEVILLE TO JAMISON ROAD: 

One other proposal which was made in the 1880's 
was that of building a road from Downieville to Jamison 
which would follow the Middle Fork of the then-named 
North Fork of the North Fork of the Yuba. A tentative 
survey indicated that the grade of this road would be 
a'Jout 100 feet to the mile and that it could be built for 
$20,000. The Editor of the M.M. added this comment to 
the proposal; "When the matter of building this road was 
talked of several years ago, Jerry Elliot offered to build a 
good road to Dodson's (5) six miles above Downieville, for 
$5,000." 

STATISTICS OF THE RESOURCES OF THE NORTHERN 

DISTRICT OF SIRRA COUNTY: FOR THE YEAR-1857 


S.F. Seabury, Deputy Assessor of Sierra County, 
supplied THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER with the 
following statistics of the resources of Northern Sierra 
County for the year of 1857 comprising the area of the 
settlements of La Porte, Secret Diggings, Spanish Flat, 
and Warren Hill in Township No.1; and Slate Creek. 
Newark and Gibsonville in Township No. 11.: and Scales 

Diggings, Poverty Hill, Mt. Pleasant, and Port Wine in 
Township NO.2: 

STOCK: Total Number' 
Mules 150 
Horses 43 
Cows 86 
Work Oxen 68 
Turkies 55 
Ducks 36 
Calves 32 
Goats 23 
Hogs 312 
Hens 560 

PRODUCE: Totallbs. grown in 1857 

Potatoes 240,000 
Turnips 130,000 
Cabbage 52,000 
Onions 80,000 

WATER DITCHES: 

Total numberof miles 55 
Aggregate capacity (Inches) 6,710 
Total Valuation $90,000 

MINING: 
Estimated ··aggregate cost $480,000. 

of bed-rock tunnels 
Estimate value of mining claims $1,650,000. 

STEAM SAW MILLS: 

Location Propletors Valuation 

Newark Flagler $4,000. 
Gibsonville Owens and Co. 6,000. 
Between Mountain Starr and Co. 3,500. 

Spring Home and 
Slate Creek 

La Porte Rigby and Co. 6,000. 
Secrets Diggings Rigby and Co. 6,000. 
Scales Diggings Stuart and Co. 1,500. 

VOTES CAST IN EARLY ELECTIONS IN NORTHERN 
SIERRA COUNTY: 

In an election of September 6th of 1854 the 
following numbers of votes were cast in the precincts of 
Northern Sierra County: 

TOWNSHIP NO.1 TOWNSHIP NO. 3 

Whiskey Diggings 42 Canyon Creek 33 
Gibsonville 174 Chand lerville 41 
Mountain Spring 17 Pine Grove 140 
Spanish Flat 119 
Rabbit Creek 110 TOWNSHIP NO.4 

TOWNSHIP NO.2 Eureka 185 
Craig's Flat 96 

st. Louis 198 Sclae's Diggings 54 
Port Wine 55 Oak Ranch 45 

Windsor 159 
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Following are the numbers of votes in the 
Precincts of Northern Sierra County in Elections held in 
1859, 1863, and 1868: 

PRECINCT 1859 1863 1869 

La Porte 313 241 
Secret Digg ings 77 
st. Louis 251 138 96 
Port Wine 87 180 106 
Scales' Digg ings 55 33 34 

Pine Grove 343 
Chandlerville 59 
Cold Canyon 51 
Poker Flat 	 118 94 43 
Morristown 67 62 24 

Eureka City 148 117 50 
Monte Cristo 208 23 
Little Grizzly 50 	 73 
Brandy City 110 51 

Goodyears Creek 20 22 59 
Gibsonville 195 125 
Newark 138 123 
Howland Flat 457 120 
Deadwood ~~ 10 

The following items of news about several of the 
mining towns of Northern Sierra County, taken from 
issues of THE MOUNTAIN ECHO in 1852, are of value 
since they certainly must be among the earliest of 
newspaper writings about the beginning history of this 
area of the county. THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER, 
which began its history as THE GIBSONVILLE TRUMPET, 
had its beginn ing in Novenberof 1853. The first Issue of 
THE MOUNTAIN ECHO, which was published In 
Downieville, appeared June 19, 1852, a year and five 
months before the TRUMPET or THE MOUNTAIN 
MESSENGER. 

August 7, 1852 : PINE GROVE: "We learn by Mr. 
Donohue that Williams Co. at the above place, have got 
the water into their flumes and that it supplies fifty 
sluices, all of which are dOing well. THE following several 
items are from THE ECHO of October 23 of 1852: 

CHANDLERVILLE AND ST. LOUIS : "Those that can 
obtain water are making from $10 to $20 per day. 
Perrington and Co. and Williams and Co. have expended 
in bringing in water from Slate creek over $40,000. cash." 

GIBSONVILLE : "Here is one of the most extensive 
regions of dry diggin~· in the country; some of the boys 
who were lucky enough to obtain water made a large 
strike last week ." 

WHISKEY DIGGINGS: " Miners are dOing well here." 

SPANISH FLAT: "Great extensions are being made to 
render these diggings available ---- business lively ." 

PORT WINE : "Business dull ---- miners sanguine of the 
future." 

CRAIG'S AND EUr,l::KA : "The diggings here have the 
reputation of being very rich . This whole country, judging 

A Huge Overshot Water Wheel 

Courtesy : 	 Mrs. Ruth Brough to n and 
the Museu m at Downieville 

from the reports that daily reach us offers the. best in
ducements for capitallists---- and for miners to secure an 
ample reward for their labor." 

Following- are explanations of the derivation of the 
names of several of the settlements and of two places, 
other than settlements, in the region of Northern Sierra 
County. 

The explanations are to be founq in the book: 
"California's Pioneer Mountaineerof Rabbit Creek -- John 
Thomas Mason's Meanderi ngs: 

RABBIT CREEK (La Porte) 
Rabbit Creek was named from the rabbits which were 

plentiful at the time of the first appearance of the 
prospectors there. 
SPANISH DIGGINGS : 

Was named on account of people not being able to 
understand the location of the diggings, who were two 
prospectors who spoke only Spanish . 
POKER FLAT : 

Obtained its flame from a group of miners who 
spent their leisure time playing Poker, and who- used 
nuggets for ch ips. 
PORT WINE: 

This type of wine was much liked by one of a group 
of rum-running miners, who did not like harder brands of 
liquors, but was always wanting Old Port. Those who 
were harder drinkers named the camp after the ten
derfoot's favorite beverage --- port wine. 
PETTICOAT SLIDE: 

Th is place near Poker Flat, got Its name from a few 
Hurdy Gurdy girls who were the first women to venture 
into the camp, wh ich was by a trail that was quite steep 
and slippery in wet weather. One of the girls sl ipped on 
the entrance to the camp and slid into it. The miners 
promptly named the hill -- "Petticoat Slide." 
SHIRT TAIL CANYON: 

A prospector in the spring of 1853 in coming down 
this thickly-wooded and brushy canyon lost his footing, 
pitched down over the brush and in so doing lost his 
pants. The spectacle he made entering the camp with 
only his red shirt fluttering its tail in the breeze, led the 
miners -- after having had several drinks----to name the 
canyon: "Shirt Tail Canyon." 
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S.C. -- 1854:EARLY BUSINESSES OF THE TOWNS 
ADAMS AND COMPANY'S EXPRESS OF NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY 

Among the early businesses of the towns of Northern 
Sierra County were the following, as' given in Ad

!rtisements which appeared in early newspapers of the 
)unty. The following abbreviations are used ---- as also 

tnroughout this Volume -- for these newspapers: M. E. -
The Mountain Echo; M. M. -- The Mountain Messenger; 
~ C. -- The Sierra Citizen; S. D. -- The Sierra Democrat· 

~. Tr. -- The Sierra County Tribune; S. A. -- The Slerr~ 
I-\ge. A year in which the business was operating is in
dicated. 

I.E. 12-17-1853; F. RUMRILL AND COMPANY'S 

NORTHERN EXPRESS 


Daily Express between Marysville and Foster's Bar, 

Goodyears Bar, Downieville, Gibsonville, st. Louis, 


Chandlerville, Pine Grove. 

F . RUMRILL AND 	 CO . --PROPRIETORS 

1.E. 12-17-1853 MANCINETA RANCH 

Popular establishment formerly known as "Kelly's 
i anch", situated on the trail leading to the Upper 

;rossing of Canyon Creek , two miles and a half from 
roker Flat. 

KELLOG AND CAREY 

M. E. 1 2-17 -1 853: E 
- Elizabeth Thompson hereby gives notice, and declares 

nd says that she intends to carry on the business of a 
. .lvern and boarding house in her own name and on her 
own account at Pine Grove, in said county of Sierra from 

..1tiis 	date. 
ELIZABETH THOMPSON 
Pine Grove, Dec. 7th, 1853 

.C ....... 1854: EVERTS , SNELL AND COMPANY'S 

XPRESS 

.J)aily between Marysville and Gibsonville, St. Louis, Pine 
rove, Chandlerville . 

l.O . PRESrON--Agent at St. Louis 
S. Aldridge--Agent at Gibsonville 

_.C. 1854 : EVERTS, SNELL AND COMPANY'S EXPRESS 
Gold Dust and Exchange Office .... .. . Gibsonville 

- Bills of Exchange procured on Adams and Co. Sight 
leeks at paron Adams and Co .. . . Marysville. 


The Highest Price paid for Gold Dust. 

S. ALDRIDGE, Agent 

S.C. -- 1854: THE RABBIT CREEK HOUSE FOR SALE 

~. Situated on the wagon road leading from Marysville to 
"Ibsonville and the City of Seventy Six at the point where 
the trails leading from St. Louis, Chandlerville, Pine 
_Gr~ve, Port Wine, Craig's Flat and Eureka, intersect the 

llam road. 
E. S. LESTER AND CO. 

Rabbit Creek --- May 18,1854 

Banking and Exchange Office 
Fire Proof Building, Corner of Plaza and High Streets 

Marysville. 	 ' 
A DAILY EXPRESS 

In charge of our Regular Messengers for Sacramento and 
San Francisco. 

By Langton and Brother, Everts, Snell and Company. 
To all portions of the NORTHERN MINES 

Checks at paron Sacramento and San Francisco. Gold 
dust purchased or forwarded to any part of the United 
States, and also to England, insured or uninsured, at as 
low rates as can be done by any house with security. 

Having one of the most secure treasure vaults In 
Cal ifornia, we are prepared to receive Deposits, Special or 
otherwise. 

Our treasure is forwarded by the Pacific Mail and 
Nicaragua Line of streamers on the 1st and 15th of each 
month, in charge of our regular Messengers. 

Marysville - Jan'y 1854 Chas. B. Macy, Agent 

S.C. 	-- 1854 : 
HAINES AND BECK --- EUREKA CITY 

Take pleasure in informing the citizens of Eureka and 
vicinity, that they have opened a Book and Stationery 
Store, where they will keep constantly on hand a general 
assortment of Standard and Miscellaneous Works, School 
Books, Novels, Magazines, PictQrials, Letter Sheets, etc. 
The latest dates of California and Atlantic papers. 

A fine assortment of Pocket Cutlery, Gold Pens Port-
monies (small purses), Perfumery, etc. ' 
They will also keep on hand a large assortment of Genuine 
Havana Cigars which they offer for sale at wholesale and 
retail. Also Chewing and Smoking Tobacco, Pipes, 
Matches, etc. Give us a call. 

Eureka City - Dec. 16th, 1854 HAINES AND BECK 

S.D. 1858: 
UNITED STATES HOTEL 


Pine Grove J.W. DOWNER, Proprietor 


S.D. 1858: 
NORTH STAR HOTEL 

Gibsonville 

PATRICK HANLEY, Proprietor 


S.D. 1858 : 
ORLEANS HOUSE 

Eureka City 
JANE JANE GIDLEY, Proprietress 

S.D. 1858: 
LIVERY STABLE 
At Eureka City 

Saddle Horses and Mules can be had at any hour of the 
Day or Night. 

FLETCHER AND WOODS 

S.D. 1858: 
MONTE CRISTO DRUG AND VARIETY STORE 

B.H . JOHNSON - Proprietor 
Fresh Drugs and Medicines; Paints and Oils, Books, 

Stationery, Periodicals, Magazines, 50,000 Havana Cigars 
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S.D. 1858: 
JOHN CONLY BANKER 
La Porte Sierra Co. Cal. 

Gold Dust purchased at the highest prices. Sight Checks 
on Low Brothers and Company, Marysville Exchange on 
New York 

S.D. 1858: 
E.C. SOUTHWORTH ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Monte Cristo Sierra County 
Will practice in all the Courts of Sierra County and in the 
District, County and Probate Courts, and Court of 
Sessions. Will be assisted by R.H. Taylor, Attorney at 
Law, Downieville 

S.D. 1858: 
A .P. WILLIAMS ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

Monte Cristo Cal. 

S.D. 1858: 
E.G. BRYANT 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 
Monte Cristo, Sierra County, Cal . 

S.D. 1858 : 
H.w. JOHNSTON PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

Office opposite Everts, Wilson and Company St. Louis 
Sierra County. 

S.D. 1858: 
JEROME T. TOTTEN 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
Notary Public and Justice of the Peace, Eureka City, 

Sierra Co., Cal. Conveyancing generally and collections 
attended to. 

S.D. 1858: 
EMPIRE SALOON MONTE CRISTO 

MC GINN AND THOMAS PROPRIETORS 
The above Saloon has been entirely refitted and furnished 
with special regard to the comfort and enjoyment of Its 
guests. THE BAR is stocked with the choicest brands of 
Wines and Liquors. THE BILLIARD SALOON attached Is 
supplied with one of Phelan's Celebrated Combination 
Cushioned Tables, besides several others of Improved 
make Daly's Valley Wh isky always on hand. 

S.D. 1858: 
EXCHANGE SALOON 

MONTE CRISTO LEE KNIGHT PROPRIETOR 
The Proprietor has the pleasure of making known to the 

thirsty public that this popular retreat has just undergone 
a thorough repairing and renovation, and Is now furnished 
in the most admirable style throughout. 

M.M. 	1861: 

GIBSONVILLE BREWERY 


C. GERICHTEN PROPRIETOR 
Lager Beer, Bottled Beer, etc, etc, etc. The proprietor 

takes pleasure in informing the people of Northern Sierra 
that he is always prepared to furnish them with the best of 
Lager Beer, Bottled Beer, etc. 

Orders left at the Brewery promptly attended to . 

f M.M. 1861: 

LA PORTE DRUG STORE 


Fire Proof Brick Building ... Maln Street La Porte 
Having recently opened a Drug Store in my New Brick 
Building , south side of Main Street , and having purchased 
a complete stock, I desire to call the attention of the 

'II 

this place, to my exclusive assortment of: Medicines, 
Chemicals, Drugs, Oils, Paints, Glass of all sizes, Patent 
Medicines, Perfumeries, Toilet Articles, Choice Havana 
Cigars and Tobacco. 

Camphene, Coal Oil, Kerosene, Lamps and Lard OIl. 
Drop in at the sign of the "BIG MORTAR" Main Street, La 
Porte, and examine stock and prices before going farther 
and doing worse. 

M.M. 1862 
THOS. GORDON AND COMPANY 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN: GROCERIES, 
PROVISIONS, WINES AND LIQUORS, CLOTHING , 
BOOTS, SHOES, ETC. 

New Stone Building, Main Street ---- La Porte 

M.M. 	1862: 

NEWHOUSE AND SCHEELINE GIBSONVILLE 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Groceries, Provisions , 
Clothing, Dry and Fancy Goods, Hardware, Mining Tools, 
Glassware, Tinware, Crockery, Medicines 

TIN SHOP 
And are prepared to fill orders for all the late Improved 

patterns of Hydraulic Pipe. All kinds of Job Work done at 
short notice. 
M. M. 	1862: 


CULVER'S HOTEL 

PORT WINE -- CALIFORNIA 


F-RANK CULVER - PROPRIETOR 
The attention of the traveling public Is called to this Hotel . 
The best accommodations will be furnished guests, and 
at reasonable prices. The House contains well furnished 
rooms for the accommodation of of ladles and families . 
The Bar is provided with a choice article of Wines , 
Liquors , and Segars. 

RATES OF BOARD 
Board by the week, with lodging -- $10 and $12 
Board by the week, without lodging ------ $8 
Board by the day, with lodging ---------- $2.50 

Single Meals ----- .75 
Lodging -------- .50 

By strict attention to the wants of my patrons I hope to 
receive a share of the traveling and permanent patronage. 

M.M. 1862: 
E. LUNDQUIST WATCHMAKER AND REPAIRER 


LA PORTE --- CAL. 

Has opened a new shop on the south side of Main 

Street , La Porte, and offers his services to the people of 
this place and vicinity. 

Mr. l. wishes to notify the public that he Charges 
Marysville Prices and warrants al/ his work. 

The public may rest assured that perfect satisfaction 
will be given In his line, as he Is a Practical Watchmaker. 

M.M. 1862: 
SHELDON AND CHISHOLM 

GROCERY AND PROVISION DEALERS AT PINE GROVE 

Groceries, ProviSions, Clothing, Liquors, Liquors, Boots 

and Shoes, Mining Tools, etc. 

Our plan is to purchase good articles and sell them at fair 

and moderate prices. We shall keep a liberal assortment 

qnd take particular pains to accommodate our customers . 

At the Old Stand of McRodden and Sheldon. 


citizens of surrounding towns as well as the residents of 
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.L.A.. M. 1862 : ST. LOUIS HOUSE 

BRANDT AND CONLON ---- PROPRIETORS 


The proprietors of this long established and popular 
hotel take pleasure In informing their numerous friends 
.!-bat the St. Louis House Is still open, Is kept In good 

yle, and ready to receive its share of the traveling and 
. _sident custom of this section. The house Is kept on the 
restaurant style and the Table is at all times beautifully 
""<.Jpplied with as good edibles as can be found. We have 

nple 	accommodations for lodgers . 

M. M. 1862 : TABLE ROCK HOTEL ---- PINE GROVE ---

.cAL. 


This House is pleasantly situated in the business 

. xtion of the town, is well built with good rooms, 

comfortably furnished, and cleanly kept. 

~ The Proprietor will furnish a Well Supplied Table at all 


nes, and by attention to business, courteous and liberal 
~atment to patrons, Is bound to merit a generous 

patronage. 
Henry Doherty 

. M. 1862 : WHAT CHEER HOUSE --- J. W. WOLF 
PROPRIEOR 

_ EUREKA CITY ---- BROADWAY, NEAR THE LIBERTY 


JLE 
This popular house has lately been renovated and 


greatly improved , and will always be found an agreeable 

and comfortable stopping place. The Tables will at all 

- nes be supplied with better edibles than ever furnished 


I any other hotel In the mines. True as gospel. 

M. M. 1862 : ALTURAS MARKET ---- ST. LOUIS ---- CAL. 
H. G. WESTON --- PROPRIETOR 


Fresh Beef, Pork, Mutton, Veal, and all kinds of: . 

~dusages , Hams, and other articles. His shop will always 

be found neat and in good order, and the proprietor ready 

".....,d willing to accommodate his customers by fair 


!aling. 

M. M. 1862: MOUNTAIN COTTAGE HOTEL --- GIB

S0NVILLE - CAL. 


The undersigned, having taken this long and well 

tablished hotel, has it now open forthe accommodation 


of the citizens of Gibsonville and travelers through the 

place, and will keep it in such a manner as to render the 


ountain Cottage deserving of a generous support. 
The Mountain Cottage is a Stage and Train House 

where passengers traveling either up or down country can 
~ke passage. My terms are moderate. 

JOHN BROWN 

M. M. 1862 : THOMAS H. MERRY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW AND NOTARY PUBLIC 

LA PORTE, CAL. 
M. 1862 : 	DR. G. L. WADLEY 

PHYSICIAN AN D SURGEON --- LA PORTE, CAL. 


M. 1862 : E. X. WILLARD, M. D. 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON --- PORTWINE -- CAL. 


~. M. 1862: BOSTON BAKERY AND RESTAURANT 
JACOB W. SMITH --- PROPRIETOR 

GIBSONVILLE , CAL. 
k Having recently taken this establishment, formerly 
~Pt ~y Mr. John Brown, I take pleasure In calling the 

tentlon of the public to the fact that I shall keep one of 
Ie most agreeable, clean, and comfortable Houses In the 

.. ,au ntai ns. 
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M. M. 1862: GOLDEN EAGLE RESTAURANT !'NEWARK ------ GEO. ALLEN ---- PROPRIETOR 

Would respectfully announce to the citizens of Sierra , 

Yuba and Butte counties, that he has lately opened the 
 I
above named Restaurant, which Is Just the place for a 
lover of good living to patronize . 

He will also furnish Suppers for Balls, Parties, and all 
Public Assemblages, in a style not to be surpassed in 
California. 

M. 	M. 1862: A. J. HOWE , 
ATTORNEY AT LAW --- ST. LOUIS : ' 

M. M. 1862 : EMORY L. WILLARD----- M. D . 
OFFICE ---- MAIN STREET 

LA PORTE ---- CAL. 

M. 	M. 1862: J. CARTER 

DEPUTY COUNTY SURVEYOR --- LA PORTE --- CAL. 

OFFICE AT THE POST OFFICE, 


FIRST DOOR ABOVE THE EXPRESS OFFICE 


M. 	 M. 1862 : B. W. BARNES 'i 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ----- TOWNSHIP NO . 1 I 

Office in the Odd Fellows Hall Building --- La Porte 

M. M. 1862: AUGUSTUS A . COOPER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Office at Port Wine --- Sierra Co. 

M. 	M. 1862: GEO. C. HOUG~ 

ATTORNEY AT LAW ------ LA PORTE ---- CAL. 


M. M. 1862: R. C. LOGAN 

ATTORNEY AN D COUNSELLOR AT LAW --- LA PORTE 

-CAL. 


M. 	M. 1862: CREED HAYMOND 

ATTORNEY AT LAW ----- LA PORTE -- CAL. 


M. M. 1862: DR. B. J . COIL 
Has removed his office on Main Street, north side, La 


Porte . 


M. 	M. 1862: GUNSMITHING AND JOBBING 
ALEXANDER DUMAS --- UPPER MAIN STREET -- LA 

PORTE, CAL. 
Does the finest kind of work in his line of Gun

smithing, and Jobbing of every description . Spanish 
Knives for sale and made to order. 

M. 	M. 1862: MUNTER AND ENGLER 
HOWLAND FLAT --- CAL. 

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in: Groceries, 
Provisions, Clothing, Boots, Shoes, Dry and Fancy 
Goods, Hardware, Mining Tools, Blacksmith's Tools, 
House Furniture, Glassware, Tinware, Crockery, 
Medicines. 

TIN SHOP 

M. 	 M. 1862: SIERRA NEVADA HOTEL 
HOWLAND FLAT -------- CAL. 

A. M. MAC MILLAN ---- PROPRIETOR 
This house is favorably located near the center of the 

thriving town of Howland Flat. No pains have been spared 
to render it convenient , neat and comfortable for ttl'e 
accommodation of its patrons In every departemnt . 

My Tables will always be supplied with good fare. 
Charges moderate and in accordance with the times. 
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M. M. 	1862: NORTH STAR HOTEL 

NEWARK ----- SIERRA CO. 


The Subscriber, during the season has refitted and 
furnished this Hotel, for the accommodation of the local 
or traveling public, and invites a share of public 
patronage. 

Good Rooms for families, ladles, and transient 
custom . 

A Good Stable and Provender for animals also belong 
to the Hotel. Terms reasonable. 

A. COOK ---- PROPRIETOR 

M. M. 1862 : 	FRUIT AND VEGATABLE DEPOT 
A. MC MATH ---- PROPRIETOR --- LA PORTE 

Would respectfully inform the good people of La Porte 
and vicinity that he has opened his Fruit and Vegetable 
Depot at the old place on Main Street and Is better 
prepared than ever before to accommodate them. 

Store in Wheeler and Allen building. 

M. M. 1862: PIONEER FREIGHT LINE (NEW 
ARRANGEMENT) 

JACOB MINER ----- PROPRIETOR 
A daily line of Eight Mule Teams will on and after the 

first day of May, commence running for 'the season to La 
P<;>rte" St. Louis, Pine Grove, and vicinity, In connection 
With a large pack train, by which Freight will be forwarded 
to all accessible places with dispatch, at going rates. 

~oods sent to the care of J. Miner, Marysville, will be 
received and forwarded without other charge ttlan one 
dollar per ton, drayage. 

Cash Orders for Flour, Grain and Produce, to be 
forwarded by the Pioneer Line, will be promptly filled and 
no commission charged. 

E. J . Roseter of La Porte will act as agent for the 
Pioneer Line in Sierra and Plumas 	counties. 

MARYSVILLE --- APRIL ---1862 

M. M. 1862: 	RESTAURANT AND BAKERY 
M. YOUNG --- PROPRIETOR ---- EURKEA CITY 

Would respectfully inform his friends and the public 
that he is prepared to accommodate them with Board and 
Lodging by the day or week, in the best style. 

M. M. 1862: 	YOUNG AMERICA RESTAURANT 
M. J. BERMUDEZ AND CO. ------ PINE GROVE 

Have recently established the above Restaurant where 
the public will be accommodated with a Table well 'spread 
with all the choice dishes of the season. Our motto shall 
be Excelsior, and we are determined that the "Young 
America" shall not be excelled by any other saloon in the 
mountains. . 

GILL DESPAROW ---------- M. J. BERMUDEZ 

M. 	M. 1862: REMOVAL! REMOVAL! 

DR. B. J . COIL 


Has removed his office on Main Street North side La 
Porte .. N: B. Private Diseases promptly cured where 
prescnptlons are strictly complied with . 

M. M. 1862: JUST ARRIVED -- NEW OPENING OF 
FRESH GOODS 

AT KOPPEL AN D COHN'S --- AL TURAS BLOCK -- LA 
PORTE 

. A Splendid Assortment of: Groceries , Tobacco, 
Liquors, Cr?ckery, Woodenware, Furnishing Goods, 
Books, Stationery, Fancy Goods, Provisions, Cigars, 
Hardw~re, Tinware, Clothing, Boots, Shoes, etc. 

Which we are bound to sell at rates which will astonish 

some folks and create a revolution in ancient mountain 
prices so long held dear by antediluvian dealers. 

COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES . 

M. 	M. 1862: LAGER BEER! LAGER BEER! 

ST. LOUIS BREWERY AT ST. LOUIS AND 


THE CITY BREWERY AT PORT WINE 

JOHN WOLFF ----- PROPRIETOR 


I take pleasure in calling the attention of the public to 
the fact that I am manufacturing the finest article of Lager 
Beer ever offered to this community. Try it. It is Pure as 
Crystal, and I can recommend it as a clear and wholesome 
drink. My prices are as low as the lowest. 

An excellent article of Jug Beer on hand at the St. 
Louis Brewery . 

M. M. 1862: I am now selling at Public Auction the Entire 
Stock of I. Kempner's Store known as the NEW YORK 
CHEAP STORE, conSisting of: Boots, Shoes, Caps, 
Large Stock of Gent's Furnishing Goods. 

The attention of the Ladies is called to the fact that the 
stock will be sold at whatever sacrifice may be necessary 
to get rid of it. Sales dally until all Is sold. 

NO HUMBUG 
I am not bound for Germany, the Stars and Stripes suit 

me well enough. "Uncle Sam" is my man. 

M. M . 1862: AUCTION SALE OF CLOTHING AND DRY 
.. GOODS 

I will serl at Auction the entire stock of goods in the 
store of S. LAVENBERG, consisting in part of a Large and 
Splendid assortment of: GENTl-EMEN'S CLOTHING , 
Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and Gaiters, together with a 
Large Stock of Dry and Fancy Goods. 

The attention of the public is. respectfully requested as 
Mr. Lavenberg is going Home, and I am bound to sell the 
goods. The sale wi II commence at 10 o'clock on Sunday, 
May 18th, 1862. 

GEO. A. DAVIS, AUCTIONEER 

M. M. 1862: DENTISTRY···· DR. C.B. HAMMOND 
Has returned to his old office in Odd Fellows building, 

La Porte, where he will remain until the 1st of October. 
Persons requiring Artificial Teeth should have their 
mouth prepared now, In order to have a permenent set 
before he leaves next fall. 

Teeth Inserted on Pivots,Gold Plate, or on Vulcanized 
Rubber --- which is better and cheaper than Gold Plate. 
Examine his Specimens and be convinced. 

ALL OPERATIONS WARRANTED 
I feel it my duty to notify people of adjoining towns 

that I am not, and never have been, associated with any 
other Dentist. Any representations to that effect are false. 

M. M. 1862: JOHN CONLY AND COMPANY ---
BAN KERS --- LA PORTE 

Gold Dust Dealers, Exchange Bought and Sold 
Checks on Marysville, and San Francisco. ' 

We issue Wells Fargo's Exchange on the Atlantic 
cities and States, and prinCipal cities in 
Canada. Transact a General Banking Business. 

QUICKSILVER FOR SALE. 

M. M. 1862: EVERTS, WILSON AND COMPANY'S EX
PRESS 

PRINCIPAL OFFICES AT LA PORTE AN D MARYSVILLE 
Daily Express between: Marysvillle, Strawberry 

Valley, La Porte, st. Louis, Pine Grove, Howland Flat, 
Poker Flat and Porte Wine . 

And other intermediate towns and districts in Sierra 
County . TREASURE, PACKAGES, AND LETTERS 
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transmitted to all parts of California, Atlantic States , and 
- UROPE. 

Notes, Drafts, Bills of Echange, etc. , collected and all 
urders attended to promptly . 

- i. M. 1862: S. ARNOLD -- WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
IEALER 

IN 
Hardware, Paints , Glass, and Oils, Tin, Cooper, Sheet 

"""""on, Hose, Pipes, etc . 

LA PORTE AND MARYSVILLE 

-'-1 . M. 1862: J. BARON ---- TOBACCO AND CIGARS, 
RUITS, CANDIES, ETC. 

Has constantly on hand a large assortment of the 
choicest brands of Tobacco and Cigars, Candies, Cards, 
-~tationery, Fine Cutlery, Nuts, etc. 

LA PORTE 

M. M. 1862 : ALL HEALING JAPANESE SALVE 
_ The Japanese Salve is the best preparation that has 

een discovered for the cure of Poison Oak. 
For sale by all druggists and by Redington and 

Company 
Agents -- San Francisco 

H. G. O. DRAKE --- LA PORTE 

M. M. 1862: STORE FOR SALE AT SECRET DIGGINGS --
SiERRA CO. 

.-' One of the best established business stands in the 
;tate, consisting of: One Store House, Billiard Saloon, 

'dnd Two Billiard Tables. 
JOSEPH VANGUNDY 

1. 	 M. 1862: FRED AUERBACH 
Wishes to inform the public of LA Porte and vicinity 

that he has taken a store in the Fire-Proof Block opposite 
r-'-lill and Spoor's Restaurant, where he will keep on hand a 

irst-rate stock of Clothing . 

M. M. 1862 : PAINTING ------	 B. F. HOLLIS 
LA PORTE 


Sign, Ornamental , and Plain Painting 


M. M. 1862: WESTERN HOTEL ---- ST. LOUIS -- CAL. 

_ Having taken the above well known-House, and spent 

he past winter in completely refitting and refurnishing It, 
ve are now ready to receive our share of the local and 

traveling 	custom of this State. 
BROWER AND COMPANY 

iI. M. 1862: COLUMBUS HOUSE 
J. F. EDMONDS---- PROPRIETOR 

The above well-known House having been thoroughly 
- werhauled and extensive additions made thereto, is now 

lpen for the reception of the traveling public and others 
.vho wish to patronize a First-Class House. 

-AA . M. 1862: PIONEER LIVERY STABLE --- VAUGHN AND 
3RYANT --- PROPS . 

Horses kept on Livery at reasonable rates and the best 
Hay and Barley suppl ied. 

T~e Pioneer Passenger Train for Port Wine, 
tlornstown, Eureka City, and Downieville. 

Shampooing, and other branches of a tonsorial business, 
will be executed in a workmanlike manner. 

LAPORTE JOHN JOHNSON 

M. 1862 : A RARE CHANCE 
The New York Ranch for Sale at a Great Bargain . This 

noted Ranch and Tavern stand, situated on the Marysville 
Road , about 28 miles from La Porte, Is now offered for 
sale at a remarkably low consideration . 

WM. BATES 

M. M. 1863 : GERICHTEN AND ENGLER AT ST. LOUIS 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Groceries , Provisions, 

Wines, Liquors, Hardware, Clothing, Mining Implements . 

M. M. 1863 : G. W. PEACOCK 
Stone Building, Main Street --- Howland Flat -- Sierra 

County Wholesale and Retail Dealer in : Groceries , 
Provisions, Crothing, Hardware, Liquors , etc. 

M. M. 1863 : NEW OPENING OF FRESH GOODS AT 
ALEXANDER 	AND KOPPEL'S 


NEW STORE --- ALTURAS BLOCK AT LA PORTE 


M. 	 M. 1863 : EAGLE LIVERY STABLE 
MULLEN AND TOPPING ---- PROPRIETORS -- MAIN ST. 

-- LA PORTE 
Proprietors of this New Stable would invite attention 

of the public to their stock of Superior Riding Horses . 

M. M. 1863 ~ FREDBURR AND GEORGE'S NEW PATENT 

HYDRAULIC WATER WHEEL 


SOMETHING NEW UNDERTHE SUN 

THE GREATEST INVENTION OF THE AGE 


STEAM POWER SUPERCEDED 

POTOSI, January 19th, 1863 J . G. FREDENBURR 


M. M. 1863 : E. J. ROSSETER -- FREIGHTING 
Will forward Goods from Marysville to La Porte and 

places in that vicinity in connection with Jacob Miner's 
Teams, with dispatch at the lowest rates. 

Orders addressed to either of the above persons will 
be promptly attended to. 

MARYSVILLE, APRIL 16th, 1863 

M. M. 1863 : J . W. DOWNER 
NOTARY PUBLIC AND CONVEYANCER 


HOWLAND FLAT 


M. 	 M. 1863 : SAW-MILL NOTICE 
PRICES OF LUMBER REDUCED!! 

Purchasers of Lumber are respectfully informed that 
the subscriber has completed his new mill , and supplied 
it with a complete and efficient set of machinery, su itable 
for supply ing the wants of his patrons. 

One of Woodworth's first-class PLANING AND 
MATCHING MACHINES has been added to the works, and 
I can now turn out a superior article of FINISHED LUM
BER , which I will sell at prices offering superior ad
vantage to builders throughout Northern Sierra. 

La Porte J. A. RIGBY 

M. M. 1863 : BARBER SHOP AND BATH ROOMS M. M. 1862: TONSORIAL 
S. M. JACKSON'S --- HOWLAND FLAT, CAL. ~ 	 I have lately fitted up a Barber Shop on myoid lot 

Hot and Cold Baths at all hours of the Day and Night..here the Peter's Hotel was situated and am anxious that 
Having opened a new establishment and fitted It up In~y old friends and a goodly number' of new ones, should 

fine style, I would respectfully solicit a liberal patronage. tlnd my new establishment where Shaving, Hair Cutting, 
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M. M. 1863: DR . WILLARD 
Dealer in DRUGS AND BOOKS ---- Main Street -- La Porte 

A General Assortment always on hand, which will be 
sold at the Lowest Rates. Orders constantly received for 
Instruments, Medicines, and Books from San Francisco 
and the Atlantic States . Catalogues containing prices 
open for examination. 

M. 	M. 1863: JAKE NEUMER'S MEAT MARKET 

Main Street ---- La Porte 


The citizens of this town and neighborhood will please 
bear in mind that JAKE is still at the old stand, seiling 
more meat of the best quality, and at lower prices than 
any other establishment in Northern Sierra. 

Fresh Lard, home-made Sausages, Corned Beef, Pork 
and fresh cured Hams, always on hand. 

M. 	M. 1863: HYDRAULIC WATER POWER 

FREDENBURR AND GEORGE'S 


Patent Water Wheel, is warranted to give more power 
with a 	small quantity of water than any known wheel. 
They have given perfect satisfaction wherever they have 
been used. 

The undersigned will not be permanently located, but 
any person desiring information in regard to our wheel, 
will 	please address by mail or express. 

st. Louis, Sierra County, Cal. J. G. FREDENBURR 

M. M. 1863: J. C. AUBERTS ... MANUFACTURING 
JEWELER 

AND WATCH REPAIRER 
Has permanently located at Howland Flat, and is 

prepared to manufacture JEWELRY as cheap as can it can 
be done in the State. I would invite especial attention to 
the su perior workmanshi p of my jewelry. 

GOLD AND SILVER WATCHES OF ALL KINDS CON
STANTLYON HAND. 

I can always be found at my shop in Down East Street, 
opposite the Mountaineer Tunnel. 

Watches and Clocks repaired and warranted . 
HOWLAND FLAT 

M. M. 1863: PAYING 	PROPERTY FOR SALE 
TH E FRAN KLiN HOUSE, situated near the central 

portion of the wide awake town of HOWLAND FLAT, is 
offered for sale, the proprietor having other property to 
attend to. Bar-room, dining room, kitchen, fire-proof 
cellar, and bed rooms, are all in order, and the purchaser 
can step at once into a lucrative business. 

HOWLAND FLAT, 1863 GEO. LAWRENCE 

M. M. 1863: MINING 	NOTICE 
Two shares of the capital stock of the Nebraska 

Mining Company, standing upon the books of the 
company in the name of S. B. Hall, will be sold at public 
auction, for assessment due upon the same, in ac
cordance with the by-laws of the Company, at their office 
in Potosi Mining District, Sierra County, Cal., on 
Saturday, July 18th, 1863, at 10 o'clock A. M. per order. 

Potosi, June 22, 1863 T. LEWIS, T. GIRARDON, D. 
MATTH EWS -- Trustees 

M. M. 1863: RAILROAD RESTAURANT AND BAKERY 

Main Street ---- La Porte 


HILL AND WEBER ---- PROPRIETORS 

A Number1 Restaurant: Cooked to Order, By Day or 

Night. Porter House Steaks, Mutton Chops, Ham and 
eggs, Oyster Stews, Hot Buckwheat Cakes with Golden 
Syrup. 

RATES OF BOARD: 
Board per Week ... . . . .. $8.00 
Board per Day .. .. . . .... 1.50 
Single Meals . .. ... .... . .75 

LODGING 
In our new building we have splendid Lodging ac

commodations, and call the attention of the public to our 
sleeping apartments, all of which are kept in excellent 
order. 

HILL AND WEBER 

M. 	M. 1863: UNION HOTEL 

BRANDT AND CONLON ---- PROPRIETORS 


Main Street --- La Porte 

Having recently purchased this new and Commodious 

House, which has lately been ENLARGED AND FUR
NISHED, throughout in the most thorough manner, for 
the convenience of the public, a share of patronage is 
respectfully solicited. 

The BAR is supplied with the best Liquors and Cigars. 

M. 	 M. 1863: NEW DRY GOODS STORE 

FRED AUERBACH AND BRO......... LA PORTE 


Are just receiving at their old stand, oPQosite Hill and 
Weber's Restaurant, an entirely new and very extensive 
assortment of: FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC GOODS, 
FLOOR AND TABLE-CLOTHS, LADIES AND MISSES 

.. 	 HATS, BONNETS, EMBROIDERIES, WALL PAPERS, 
CARPETS, MATTINGS, SILKS 

And almost every other article belonging to a complete 
stock of SPRING AND SUMMER CLOTHING. 

M. 	M. 1863: WESTERN HOTEL AND RESTAURANT 

ST. LOUIS 


The above well-known House, having been rebuilt 
since the late fire, and fitted up with new furniture 
throughout, is now one of the finest and most complete 
houses in the mountains. 

It will be conducted as heretofore in the very best 
style; and Good Beds and a Luxurious Table, and 
assiduous attention to guests, will entitle it to the 
reputation of a No.1 house, and secure the favor of its 
patrons. 

S. G. BROWER, PROPRIETOR 

M. M. 1863: MC MATH AND PROVOST FRUIT AND 
VEGETABLE DEPOT 

At the old Stand on Main Street ---- La Porte 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Flour, Potatoes, 

Barley, Wheat, Onions, Beans, Ground Feed, Cabbage. 
We shall be in regular receipt of Fresh Fruits and 

Vegetables, brought through by our FAST FREIGHT AND 
EXPRESS LINE. 

Fresh 	Butter, Eggs, and Cheese always on hand. 
MC MATH AND PROVOST 

M. 	 M. 1863: HOTEL AND BAKERY 
CHRIST KEHRER ----- PROPRIETOR --- ST. LOUIS 
Having built a new house and fitted it up with superior 

accommodations, I am prepared to receive boarders and 
lodgers on reasonable terms. 

Travelers will find the house furnished with every 
cGn~':mie,ce---- good rooms, good beds, and a well 
supplied table. Accommodations for families. 
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M. M. 1863: HOLLAND, MORLEY AND COMPANY'S 
EXPRESS 

Connecting at Marysville with Reliable Expresses for 
all parts of California, the Atlantic States and Europe. 

Principal Offices at La Porte, and Marysville. Daily 
Express between: Marysville, Strawberry Valley, La Porte, 

h St. Louis, Pine Grove, Howland Flat, Forbestown, 
Hansonville, Bangor, Gibsonville, Whisky Diggings, and 
Poker Flat. 

HOLLAND, MORLEY AND COMPANY 
And other intermediate Towns and Districts In Sierra 

County, connecting tri-weekly with Whiting and Com
pany's Express for Quincy and all parts of Plumas County. 

M. M . 	1863: PIONEER LIVERY STABLE 
Main Street ----- La Porte 

VAUGHN AND LANGLEY ---- PROPRIETORS 
The undersigned, Pioneer Livery Stable Keepers at La 

Porte, beg leave to direct attention to the large and new 
establishment opposite the Express Office, where the 
very best Livery Horses and Carriages can be obtained at 
reasonable rates. 

The stock of roadsters is not surpassed in the mines. 
VAUGHN AND LANGLEY 

THE PIONEER EXPRESS TRAIN for Port Wine, 
Morristown , Eureka City and Downieville and all in
termediate points, runs daily (Sundays excepted) and care 
taken to render passengers safe and comfortable . 

M. M. 1863 : COLUMBUS HOUSE 
J. West Jenkins and S. Wheeler --- Proprietors 

STRAWBERRY VALLEY 
Having recently taken this commodious and will 

situated Hotel, upon the La Porte and Marysville road, we 
take pleasure in informing our old friends, and the public 
generally, that they will be sure of First-Class ac
commodations and good treatment whenever they call at 
the COLUMBUS HOUSE. 

Families and parties will always find this a pleasant 
and comfortable place of resort at all seasons . 

JENKINS AND WHEELER 

M. M. 1863: SIERRA NEVADA HOTEL 
S. M. MARBLE ---- PROPRIETOR 

HOWLAND FLAT, SIERRA COUNTY 
Having taken this new and commodious house, in the 

central portion of this thriving town , the undersigned 
would respectfully call the attention of the public to the 
superior accommodations thereby offered for their 
comfort, pleasure and convenience. 

THE BAR will be kept liberally supplied with the purest 
and choicest liquors and cigars . 

S. M. MARBLE 

M. 	 M. 1863: NORTH STAR HOTEL 
GIBSONVILLE, SIERRA COUNTY 

P. HANLEY ----- PROPRIETOR 

M. 	 M. 1863: EVERED AND MC LELLAND 

CAMPTONVILLE, CAL. 


Would call attention of the Miners and Water Com
panies to their unsurpassed facilities for the manufacture 
of: HYDRAULIC PIPE. 

Having the most complete set of machinery in this 
State, the attention of parties wanting Pipe is invited. 
Constantly on hand, here and at their Branch Store in 
Brandy City , a complete assortment of : 
STOVES AND HARDWARE, TIN AND COPPER, TIN AND 

SHEET-IRON WARE, PUMPS,LEAD PIPE,SHELF GOODS, 
AND HOLLOW-WARE. 

HOLLAND AND MC LELLAND 
CAMPTONVILLE 

M. 	M. 1863: SOCIAL HALL 
LA PORTE ----- CAL. 

Will be found one of the most Convlent, Comfortable, 
and Cheapest Halls for: 

LECTURES, PUBLIC MEETINGS, BALLS, FESTIVALS, 
PARTIES, CONCERTS, ETC. 
TO BE FOUND IN THIS DISTRICT. For particulars inquire 
at the Mountain Messenger Office . 

M. M . 1863: DR. 	WM. DUTCH --- DENTISTRY 
Surgical and Mechanical Dentist, of Downieville, 

would respectfully announce that he will visit all the 
towns of Northern Sierra County, when he will be happy 
to attend to all calls In his profession. He Is prepared to 
perform all operations In Surgical and Mechahlcal 
Dentistry after THE MOST THOROUGH AND IMPROVED 
METHOD. Particular attention paid to the preservation of 
natural teeth. 

ARTIFICIAL TEETH INSERTED. From one to an entire 
set , (In gold and silver plate, also on vulcanlte. 

Ether and chloroform used In extracting when desired. 
All operations warranted to give satisfaction. 

M. M . 	1863: METROPOLITAN LODGING BATH HOUSE 
HOWLAND FLAT 

Owing to the great influx of travelers and strangers In 
this place, the demand for Comfortable Lodgings has 
been frequent and imperative. The subscriber respectfully 
begs leave to inform his patrons and the public generally, 
that he has to a great extent remedied the deficiency in 
this respect, by fitting up suitable and commodious 
rooms, with excellent beds, In the MetropOlitan Building, 
to which are attached elegant Bath Room~, Barber Shop, 
etc. 

Pains will be taken to give entire satisfaction to all 
who may favor him with a call . 

M. J. BERMUDEZ 

M. 	 M. 1863: HOWLAND FLAT WATER WORKS 
And Other Valuable' Property For Sale. 

As I am about going to the Atlantic States, and am 
desirous of disposing of my property here, I offer It ot 
purchasers at a Bargain. The property Is in the best 
condition, in the largest and most flourishing town In the 
county, the permanence of which Is ensured for many 
years to come. I am in earnest and determined to sell, and 
those who want to secure permanent property of this 
kind, will do well to call :soon. 

S. P. SHALE 

SOME "OVER NORTH" BUSINESS ADS OF THE 1871 
FROM THE "SIERRA AGE" 

G.G.CLOUGH 
ADORNEY AND COU SELLOR AT LAW 

LA PORTE, PLUMAS COUNTY 

CHARLES W . HENDELL 
County Surveyor of Sierra County and U. S. Deputy 

Mineral Land Surveyor 
Offices at St. Louis and at the st. Charles Hotel, 

Downieville. 

GEORGE H. NORMAN 

~URGEON .... DENTIST 


HOWLAND FLAT .. .. SIERRA COUNTY 
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F. J. BREARTY 
ATIORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 


PORTWINE, SIERRA COUNTY 


NEVADA HOUSE 

JAMES SHAUGHNESSY ----- POPRIETOR 


NEWARK, CAL. 


PARK'S SALOON 
Main Street ------- Howland Flat 
S. J. PARKS ----- PROPRIETOR 

THE HOWLAND FLAT TRAIN 
Makes weekly trips. Animals for the trip can be had at 

tem prices on train days only. 
Animal train between Downieville and Howland Flat. 

WEIR AND WARD --- PROPRIETORS. 

POST OFFICE SCHEDULE --- ROUTE NO. 14826 
From Downieville to La Porte via Fir Cap and Port 

Wine. 
Leaves Downievilile on Fridays at 8 o'clock A.M. 

Arrives on Saturdays at 4 o'clock P.M. 
A. J . MC KENSEY, Postmaster. 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) 	 Mountain Spring House was located about seven miles 
above La Porte, on the road to Gibsonville. 

(2) 	 An 1867 Map of Sierra County by Crossman and 
Cochrane, which was prepared from surveys of I. E. James, 
Dodson, and I. G. Jones, shows a road which branches from 
the La Porte. It Is shown joining the St. Louis-Howland Flat 
road near Chandlerville, the site of which latter early mining 
settlement was about three miles above, I.e. , northeast of St. 
Louis. However, Charles W . Hendel's 1874 Map of Sierra 
County does not show such a road . The author talked with 
James Dugan of Downieville --- a native of Poker Flat, and 
one who is thoroughly knowledgeable of Northern Sierra 
County --- and he knew of no road that existed on the route 
planned by the St. Louis ~urnplke Company . 

(3) 	 The section of the road from Depot HIli to Indian Hill and 
Indian Valley was built, but the proposed section from Indian 
Valley up the steep ridge between Canyon Creek and the 
North Yuba River, was not constructed at this time. It was 
not until 1907 that a road was constructed between Indian 
Valley and Brandy City . 

(4) 	 The site of the small settlement of Wahoo is on Canyon 
Creek about one and one-half miles northeast of the old 
diggings of Morristown, and that of Grass Flat is about two 
miles north of Port Wine. 

(5) 	 Dodson's or Dodson's Ranch, a place known also as 
Empire Ranch and McCullough's Ranch, is located on the 
north side of Lavezzola Creek, and about four miles northeast 
of Downieville. 
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Histories of Howland Flat and Potosi 

Howland Flat, which is located at the base of Table 
Rock Mountain on its north side, was settled In the early 
1850's and grew to become the largest of the many towns 
of Northem-Sierra County. The population of the town 
proper during the years of its greatest activity was 
probably about 1 ,500 (6) with Potosi, a small settlement 
only about half a mile northeast --- which can be con
sidered to have been the north-eastern part of Howland 
Flat ---- adding another 100, and with there being several 
hundred more mining and living within a mile radius of the 
town. Thus Howland Flat and its near-vicinity In the 
period of maximum activity had a population of about 
2,000. The setting of the town is the most beautiful of all 
of the towns of the region. 

By the middle 1850's mining was well under way at 
Howland Flat on a section of a huge ancient river channel, 
which was initially worked by drifting and then a few years 
later by hydraullcklng, with the diggings yielding an 
average of about $45,000 each clean-up. One of the 
earliest and also one of the greatest operations was that 
of the Union Tunnel Company, which on one occasion in 
1861 washed out 110 ounces of gold in eight hours. Its 
main tunnel for one thousand feet of its length was nine 
feet wide with a double track so that the cars of gravel 
being brought out would not be delayed by those coming 
in. Among other of the many early mines of Howland Fiat 
and vicinity were: the Hibernia Company, which em
ployed as many as fifty men; the Mountaineer Company, 
which had average clean-ups of about 400 ounces of gold; 
the Hawkeye Company, which in 1865 was running a 
tunnel to connect with the tunnel of the Union Company 
to provide adequate drainage; the Comet Company; and 
another of the greatest producers of the entire region of 
Northern Sierra County, the Empire Company. In 1877 this 
last named mine declared a dividend of $20,000 for 
January and $10,000 for February. The Company was 
composed of eight men and at this time was employing 75 
men . It was characterized as being "one of the most 
vaiuable and best-developed properties in the State." It, at 
times, employed three shifts, work going on the entire 
day and night. It was incorporated in 1873 and by 1877 had 
produced $138,872. The pay streak of the channel worked 
from the drift tunnels of this mine was from three to six 
feet thick and from six to eight hundred feet wide! 

Following are excerpts from articles which ap
peared in the Sierra Democrat of May 10th of 1862, and the 
Mountain Messengers of February 12th and December 6th 
of the same year, and the issues of February 7th, April 
18th, and July 25th of 1863, and that of February 13th of 
1864, which are devoted principally to describing mining 
at Howland Flat during these years, but which also touch 
upon other aspects of the life of the town: 

. HOWLAND FLAT 
April 30, 1862 

EDITOR SIERRA DEMOCRAT: 

"Supposing a few items from this portion of would
be Alturas (7), but as yet Sierra County,.. would not prove 
uninteresting to your numerous readers, I sit down to pen 
a few lines ..... . 

"Mining is progressing with more success than at any 
previous perioa since my sojourn here. The Union 
Company, which I do not think 'can be surpassed in the 
county, and perhaps not in the State for richness, is 
yielding largely. Its owners, Messrs. Stroh, Eve, and 
Moyle, are getting rich about as fast as men generally do, 
and I do not believe there is one person who Is personally 
acquainted with them envies them In the least in their 
good fortune, as they have labored under many trying 
difficulties, and if they had not unbounded perseverance 
they would not have arrived at their present good fortune. 
They work about 75 men, and the lights are never blown 
out in the diggings. (8) They wash out as high as 500 
ounces per week. the Mountaineer Company works about 
16 hands, and has good paying claims. The Golden Era, 
Shirley, Down East, S1. Louis, Nip and Gouge, are all 
paying very well. The Hibernia Company is now raising its 
shaft, and has its steam engine and whim-house all In 
readiness and will soon begin to take out pay dirt. The 
Pittsburg and Hawkeye companies at our sister village, 
Potosi, will soon be in full blast, and then you will hear of 
big money being taken out, the like you have not heard of 
for many a day.......... . 

"My dear friend, you are well aware there has been 
strife almost culminating in a rebellion, for the last three 
or four years in regard to the division of the spoils of 
office in Sierra County . The north wishes to withdraw 
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~from the south, etc.. Well, as usual, the Alturas question 
was up before the Legislature last winter, and as usual, 
Nas defeated . Now this is too bad, and Downievillians 
ought to have some compassion on La Porte, for last Fall 
~she could imagine she saw the county seat looming up in 

the distance, with her ponderous court house whose spire 
almost mingled with the glittering stars, while outside 
barbarians were pouring into town to attend court. I 

-presume there was more than one who im'l glned himself 
clothed in the ermine of official capacity . Yes, there is the 
Sheriff's office, County Judge, Clerk's office, etc .. Of 
course, La Porte could fill them all and not discommode 

_	 her in the least. She has labored long and hard for Alturas, 
while a great portion of the outside population have been 
almost idle speculators. She gets deceived In her man 
every time. Last Year Kimball and Love were going to have 

__Alturas any way. They Fizzled , and upon my honor, I think 
the whole thing a fizzle." .. 

Yours for 90 days, SAMMY 

__ M.M. 12-6-62: 
HOWLAN D FLAT 

"The Hibernia claims struck pay about six weeks 
ago, f inding very flattering prospects, much of the gold 

- being coarse. The Company is now working about forty 
hands, increasing the number as fast as the breasts are 
opened sufficiently to receive them. In common with 
several other companies they have not water to wash . In 

- consequence of this some of the claims have been 
obliged to discharge a portion of their men until they shall 
have water to wash the dirt already in the dumps. We 
notice many new buildings and Improvements here and at 

- - Potosi since the recent fire. On the ground made vacant 
by the recent disaster are Wolf's saloon and theater, the 
stores of E.D. Brown and others, and the Sierra Nevada 
Hotel , which is the largest and one of the best structures 

- occupied as a public house in the county. The fire-proof 
stores of McFarland and Peacock are completed and well 
filled with new goods. Hollis was putting on the finishing 
touches with his brush , and we noticed here several 

_ handsome specimens of his work In sign painting, which 
are unsurpassed in this part of the State, either in 
execution or design. The opening of a new express office, 
and the accommodation extended to the public by its 
gentlemanly proprietors, will be duly appreciated by the 
patrons of the Messengers and the citizens generally. The 
Howland Flat Theater Company exhibit here three times a 
week, and are having a successful season. They propose 

_ visiting La Porte and other towns occasionally during the 
winter. The Flat seems now to be well supplied with 
commodious hotels . Hughes' Hotel and Lawrence's on 
the north side of the str~et appear to be doing a 

_ 	flourishing business. At Ballyhack (this side of the ravine 
from Potosi) there is a boarding house, a meat market 
(belonging to Gumbert and Company) and a commodious 
saloon. Purrington and Company have a market at Potosi, 
which has also a good hotel and boarding house kept by 

- Mr. E. Harris. A saloon. owned by Mr. Mann, Is to be 
opened in the Spring, when It Is expected that quite a 
number of new buildings will go up . The Pittsburg 
Company have nearly completed a hydraulic hoisting 

- apparatus for elevating the dirt from their claims, and will 
soon be in full operation again. " 

M.M. 	7-12-62: 

HOWLAND FLAT: IMPROVEMENTS 


"We don' t say it to flatter, but this place has indeed 
undergone a Change in looks since we last visited it; and 

still there is room, and the people seem inclined to im
prove it. This town can be made one of the prettiest in the 
mountains. Hitherto, no care has been taken to keep the 
streets clean, and improve the looks and convenience of 
the houses. Waterworks to secure the town against fire - 
the scourge of our mining towns -- have, as in most other 
places , been neglected . Otherwise, the people here must 
soon learn by hard experience, the difference between the 
mere cost of protection and the cost of going without It . 
To every subscriber who has property on the street, the 
value of that property will be increased more than the 
amount expended the moment the works are In order 
before his door. DREADFUL ACCIDENT : As the men In 
the Union claims were going down the Incline on their 
night shift , Wednesday last, about 1 o'clock, six men, 
riding on a couple of cars , were precipitated to the bot
tom, some 250 feet, smashing the cars to pieces and 
severely injuring some of the men. Thomas Morton was 
injured severely about the head, and was taken up for 
dead , but is now in a fair way of recovery. Tom Smith was 
also much injured, but Is getting better. John Lyson had 
some of his ribs broken. Doderickwas severely bruised on 
his back and side. The other two -- Fowler and McClure -
escaped with but slight injuries." 

M.M . 2-7-63: 
HOWLAND FLAT 

. " .. .. Mining operations have almost entirely 
evaporated. But very few companies are having water 
sufficient to wash. The Union Company have recently 
added some $12,000 to their former extensive Im
provements , by enlarging their Incline 360 feet In length, 
and the main tunnel a distance of 900 feet, and laying a 
double track throughout the same. This will enable the 
company to employ from 150 to 175 hands during the best 
water season, and take out from 500 to 600 car loads of 
dirt per day. The dirt averaged $2 per load . By skillful 
management the tunnel was enlarged and re-tlmbered 
without stopping the cars. About three weeks further 
labor will finish laying the track, when the company 
expect to advance again with their work. A 'Varney 
Amalgamator' Is running In the engine house, which 
gathers $150 a day from the sulphurets from the tailings 
sluice . Only enough of these sulphuret tailings are found 
to keep the amalgamator running a limited portion of the 
time. The saving is a clear gain to the company, as the 
sulphurets were formerly wasted ........ .. . 

"Mc Farland is keeping Holland and Morley and 
Company's Express Office in a fine stone building, a very 
safe and comfortable establishment. Geo. W. Peacock 
has a fine store, occupying the other half of this fire-proof 
building. Mr. Peacock advertises a stock of goods worthy 
of the attention of purchasers. Howland Flat Is bound to 
be the smartest town In the mountains next season." 

M.M. 4-18-63: 	 HOWLAND FLAT 
Apr. 8th, 1863 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

" Here, winter still lingers in the lap of spring, yet 
times are getting very brisk . There Is nearly enough water 
here to wash drift dirt. The claims are paying unusually 
well this spring, surpassing the most sanguine ex
pectations of their owners. I visited the Pittsburg claims, 
and was shown around their subterranean labyrinths by 
Sam Hall, one of the proprietors of these fabulously rich 
mines. The Pittsburg, under the management of Mr. H. 
Wallace, is the most systematically worked claim here. 
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The diggings have the appearance of having once been the 
bed of a river, there being huge boulders, round and 
smooth, piled tier upon tier. . .... That the ground is rich 
is self-evident, the gold being plainly seen in all of the dirt. 
The Pittsburg Company wash up from fifteen to twenty 
pounds per day's washing. And when it is known that the 
Hawkeye, Union, Mountaineer, Hibernia, and in fact all of 
the claims worked here, are on the same lead~ some idea 
may be had of the richness of this mining locality. The 
town of Howland Flat is steadily improving, the car
penters being all employed, notwithstanding the depth of 
the snow. There are as many as six hotels here, some of 
them large and commodious , and all well kept. There Is a 
fire company here, two dancing academies, and a brass 
band, under the lead of Mr. E.W. Littlewood. Then we 
have a theatre three nights in the week, always crowded , 
showing that the company are possessed of some talent. 
There is also a troupe of those unmitigated nuisances, the 
hurdys, holding forth here...... There is not a full supply 
of hands here. Some of the claims are running short 
handed, and those who want work would do well to call 
around." 

M.M. 7-25-63: "HOWLAND FLAT: STRUCK IT RICH : The 
old California Company , on the south side of Table 
Mountain, opposite Howland Flat, have struck it at last. 
They have run in several feet over the channel. They 
recently commenced sinking some distance from the end 
of the tunnel, and one day last week struck it rich, the 
gold,soni-e of which we saw, being like that found on this 
side of the ridge. As high as twenty dollars to the pan, it is 
reported has been taken out. 

That Firemen's Ball, at Howland Flat next Friday 
evening, we are sure will be a splendid affair. It will be the 
first Firemen's dance ever given in the Northern Sierra. 
Cresent boys are No. 1 fellows, and we hope will have a 
complimentary turn-out." 

M.M . 2-13-64: HOWLAND FLAT 

"Distant from Howland Flat about half a mile, and 
situated upon the South Fork of Slate Creek, is the 
Susquehanna Quartz Ledge. I was very much surprised to 
see a double track inCline, sunk to a depth of forty feet, 
showing an extensive ledge some three feet in thickness 
and widening as they go down. There was a large pile of 
quartz at the dump of the Company, and I was informed 
by one of the shareholders that they had taken out some 
forty or fifty tons of rock, and that they had picked up 
specimens enough while working the same to defray all 
the actual expenses of the Company. They have erected 
a small arrastra which is run by water power to crush the 
rock. I am informed that it assays some three hundred 
dollars per ton in gold with strong indications of silver. 
The prospects of the shareholders in this ledge are very 
flattering indeed. 

"The Shirley Minin~ Company are in very good spirits 
at their late prospects, they having recently struck some 
very rich dirt at the foot of their new incline...... Down 
East Mining Company is flourishing, making their 
dividend every week ..... . Nip and Gouge Mining Com
pany are doing very well Indeed. The company are working 
a portion of the old Minnesota claims .. .... The Union 
Mining Company is in full blast, and are working at the 
present t ime night and day under the guidance of Mr. 
Osborn, who Is foreman. I was shown through these 
exten.sive claims, which , by the way, are worthy of a visit 
from any miners who want to see a claim worked upon an 
extensive yet economical scale. Some of their new 
tunnels or gangways are superior to any that I have 

hitherto seen in any part of thle county ...... " The French 
Mining Company is a new set of claims, opened by an old 
resident in this section, named Jack Robinson ..... These 
claims are situated in Barnes' Ravine, midway between 
Howland Flat and Pine Grove. They are working from a 
perpendicular shaft, one hundred and fifty feet deep, and 
is worked by horse power and are reported to have struck 
some very good prospects lately." 

SiERRA CARLOS 

WATER WORKS: 
In the summer of 1862 work was begun on the 

installation of a water system for both domestic use and 
protection against f ires. Here from the M.M . of 7-26-62 Is 
an account of progress being made on the project and of a 
fire which was prevented from spreading : "Our water 
works are progressing finely. The lumber for the reservoir 
is about ready and the contract for building It will be let 
tomorrow. The iron pipe Is being manufactured In 
Marysville at the rate of over 1 00 feet per day, and the first 
lot is now on its way hither. We Intend to lay 1,100 feet, 
and .have ordered 300 feet of rubber hose. The whole is 
likely to be ready for use in less than two weeks ...... On 
Sunday morning at 6 o'clock, the roof of McDonald's 
kitchen caught fire from the stove-pipe, and was In a 
blaze. Fortunately , it was discovered at once by half a 
dozen men, who rushed in with buckets of water and put 
out the flames before rT1 uch damage was done. Last night, 
a boarder iIT L. Smith's house went to ·sleep and ;Ieft a 
candle lighted, which, after It had burnt down, set the 
lining of the room on fire and came near destroying the 
house, and perhaps the town . Timely discovery saved us 
again. These accidents have caused a feeling of Insecurity 
and a desire for protection, which will soon bring into 
existence a well-equipped Fire Department. It Is to be 
hoped that the formation of a Fire Company will meet with 
favor among our young men, and that the lively interest 
shown in the matter now will not be allowed to decrease 
hereafter." 

FIRES: 
Construction of the water system was completed 

in the late summer of the year. Within a month of its 
operation a fire occurred of such magnitude that the new 
system was unable to cope with It. Here from the 
Mountain Messenger of October 11th of 1862, Is an ac
count of this great conflagration: "At half-past 9 o'clock 
P.M. last Sunday evening, at the close of the pugilistiC 
exhibition which took place in the hall over Wolf's saloon, 
a portion of the floor gave way, precipitating the crowd 

-	 above, with the cross beams and floorlng.on the people In 
the saloon below. It appears that after the sparring was 
over a number of men rushed Into the ring to get 
possession of the gloves, when the floor commenced 
settling and almost Immediately gave way. Several 
camphene lamps in the saloon were broken, and Instantly 
the building was in flames. A scene of terror and con
fusion ensued. The rush of the crowd for egress burst out 
both doors of the saloon; the roaring flames immediately 
followed, and soon were communlc"lted to the Sierra 
Nevada Hotel on the oppOSite side of the street. Impelled 
by a strong breeze, the fire spread rapidly . The people 
who were in Wolf's building escaped as best they could -
some by bursting through the windows --- but It Is feared 
that two or three Individuals have lost their lives . . ... .. . . 
The trap door of Small and Company's cellar, not being 
properly secured, the fire penetrated Inside. Many men 
were working in the Immediate vicinity, throwing water on 
the fire. In the cellar were eight or ten kegs of powder, and 
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1
he danger of an explosion seemed imminent, but Mr. 
'-lenleaf, who was holding the pipe, stood his ground, 
: Iring in a stream of water until the fire was ex
:Inguished. The kegs were afterwards taken out, and the 
,taves were found smoking and blistered from the heat 
- .. . At the time of the fire the wind was blowing a 

, ady gale, and the conflagration spread and raged with 
tt:;l , ific fury , consuming everything within reach and even 
,etting the woods on fire..... 
- "On the north side of the street, all the buildings from 

~ "jchten's Bakery to the lower stable on Down East 
s ,, ~et were burned, except a small building next to the 
:Jakery occupied by Tim Donovan as a shoe shop , which 
".....-, torn down. On the south or southeast side, all the 
: (dings from the sluice of the Union claims to Mrs. 
~_.; er's residence on Down East Street, were burned. A 
'arge hotel, which was in process of construction was 
) !.Dwn down during the night, after the fire, having been 
J up without a frame ..... The buildings occupied as 
3 'es by Burnhelm and Bros. and Reed , respectively, 
Nere torn down , or thrown into fire-proof cellars . Munter 
lad Engler and all others, we presume, who moved their 
] Ids into cellars, or off the street, suffered more or less 
j 'lage." 

A report of the fire in the Sierra Democrat of the same 
j ;xte, stated that no lives were lost. All of the water pipe 
i ,. ~he fire-protection system had not been laid In the part 
) he town where the fire was, but hose was speedily put 
In at the end of the pipe which had been laid. Thirty 
)uildings were consumed by the flames, which con
, uted one fourth of the entire town. The fire was 
j cribed by those who had seen many fires In these 
1'l0untain towns, as being one of the fiercest and swiftest 
fires they ever witnessed . 
- This fire led to the formation of a Fire Department In 

tl spring of 1863. In December of 1869 a fire consumed 
three dwellings of the town, and on October 23rd of 1872, 
.-fowland Fiat again suffered a great loss when a f ire, 
"-ch started early in the morning In P. Hanley's Hotel, 
j troyed the business part of the town except for three 
i i,,,, proof stores. The fire in the Hotel made such rapid 
;'eadway that Mrs. Hanley, Miss Jennie Hanley, and Mrs. 
P·..... tcher, who tried right after the fire was discovered to 
tr, and save some things, were caught In the advancing 
,'I ~. :"Ies and badly burned. The fire from the burning Hotel 
3pread to Mr. Litt ick's house, Brindle's Saloon , and 
'3=wn 's Shoe Shop, and from there to Thorp's house and 
J Photographic Gallery of Mr. Graves. Three other 
~ ; ins, the dwellings of Mr. Reed and Mr. Raymond, and 
1 cabin of Frank Benjamin, also succumbed to the flames . 
rhe Odd Fellows Hall was burned , nothing but the Charter 
)o lg saved. Gray's Livery Stable below the 1.0.0.F. Hall 
v ; also destroyed. Above Brindle's Saloon was Koska's 
30arding House (9), which was also considerably 
jamaged. The stock in a fire-proof cellar, owned jointly by 
y Farland , Brindle and Brown, was ruined by fire and 
\ er. Koska suffered the greatest loss, with an estimated 
DSS of $1 ,200, with no insurance. At the time of the fire a 
~@st fire was raging in the brush of Cold Canyon and 
\ i gradually working up the hili towards Howland's Flat. 
F ; overy from this fire was rapid. The M.M. of 1-11-73, 
~Cla this to say: "Despite the loss by fire In Howland 
-~t , all departments of business have been more 
) sperous the past season than for many years past." 

::'r:lEBRATIONS AND ENTERTAINMENT: 

- Howland Flat , l ike the other towns of the region, 
: ~ brated Independence Day In great style. It was 
'vd'1mon for the towns to "take turns" being responsible 

for celebrating the nation's blrthday, with people from the 
other towns journeying to the town where the celebration 
was held . Howland Flat had celebrations In observance of 
the Day in both 1862 and 1863 : Here are brief accounts of 
these observances: "The St. Louis Artillery fired the usual 
salute . At 1 o'clock P.M. the Marshalls, J.W. Jenkins and 
Samuel Hall, formed the citizens Into procession and 
headed by the Pine Grove Brass Band, marched through 
the principal streets to the arbor, the artillery firing a 
salute in the meantime. Nearly 1,000 people were 
estimated to be present. The Declaration was read by 
Hon. J .M. Cunnard, and a fine address was delivered by 
Hon. L.E. Pratt of Downievi lle. " " After the order of 
exercises was closed, the process ion again formed and 
marched into town .... In the evening a brilliant display of 
fireworks was discharged from the side of Table Moun
tain. The ball at Wolf and Company's Hall , under the 
proprietorship of Messrs. Greenleaf and Macmillan, was a 
grand success, some 80 ladles being In attendance." 
(M.M. 7-5-62) 

"The celebration of the Fourth at this place passed off 
very pleasantly. Cataract Engine Company No.1 turned 
out in good numbers, and made a display creditable to 
officers and members. The oration by Hon. J .H. Warwick, 
was delivered to an appreciative audience, who received 
his eloquent and patriotic sentiments with enthusiasm. 
The arbor was well filled, the audience Including quite a 
number of ladies. The Excelsior Dramatic Troupe per
formed to a full house In the afternoon; and we un
derstand that the d isplay of fireworks and the attendance 
at the ball in the evening were satisfactory. Howland Flat 
is an intensely Union town, as the celebration has given 
renewed evidence. The day was marked by the general 
sobriety of the people in attendance, all of whom seemed 
rationally and happily enjoying the occasion. " (M.M. 7-18
63) 

In the 1860's, Howland Flat had a brass band which 
played several evenings each week from the balcony of 
the Theatre building; a singing school, which was 
conducted by Mr. Shane; and Theatre Troupes performed 
at the Theatre, one of them from as far away as San 
Francisco. In 1864 a group of Welsh Inhabitants of the 
town met and organized a Literary Society, with the 
objectives of "the cultivation of literature, vocal music, 
writing essays, poetry, etc." Meetings were held weekly. 
In February of 1864 a Grand Ball was given for the benefit 
of the Howland Flat school which netted $165.25. 

Howland Flat was one of the towns ot northern Sierra, 
along with Gibsonville, La Porte, Poker Flat, etc., which 
had a snowshoe race-track, and took Its turn holding 
tournaments and hosting the snowshoe racers from the 
other towns holding tournaments and hosting the 
snowshoe racers from the other towns of the reglon.
Following In a long letter of "Wingate", which appeared 
in the M.M. of April 13th of 1867, Is a fine description of 
these snowshoe races: 

HOWLAND FLAT 
EDS. MESSENGERS: 

"After an unprecendented cold and stormy winter, in 
which the recollections of the "oldest Inhabitant" are not 
of the least use for comparison sake, the time has 
returned for Spring. With persons of Imaginative minds 
and sanguine dispositions there seems some reason for 
venturing the hope that during the Summer months we 
may have some weather that will tell on our little dab of 
snow, and make It look rather the worse for wear. The 
peaks of quite a number of buildings are now exposed to 
view, which looks cheery. When the sun can shine 
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through our windows we may think ourselves happy and 
be content. 

"The snowshoe races, of which you are apprised of the 
winners was about ali that could be desired to the 
projectors of the scheme. The number In dally attendance 
for the three days was probably about six or seven 
hundred people, of whom quite a large proportion were 
ladies. The excitement and enthusiasm was much the 
same as on a race course for horses, only that it was, If 
anything intensified. To those living In the snow region 
there is no use describing snow-shoe racing; but to those 
who do not it may be something new under the sun, and 
so I will attempt a brief description for their benefit. 

"The shoes are the Norwegian shoe improved. They 
average about twelve feet long, are four and a half Inches 
wide, made of one and a half inch plank, and are turned up 
at the pOints like sleigh runners. From the point, or where 
the turn commences , to the heel , or back end of the shoe, 
there is a fluted or concave groove about three-eighths of 
an inch deep at the heel and running to nothing at the turn 
of the pOint. This groove Is about an Inch and a half wide. 
On top of the shoes, a little back from the center, there Is 
eighteen inches of the wood left, but each way they are 
shaved and planed tapering, the fronts being so much so 
as to leave the points quite springy. The object of this Is 
that in running over rough places there will be no sudden 
jerk that will throw the rider, for you must know that 
speed got up to sixty and eighty miles an hour on shoes 
they become a little on the "buck" when going over 

Cour tesy : Califo rnia St ate Library 
in the 1880's 

uneven snow, and the rider often finds that they are very 
uncertain, as ali things here below. The shoes after being 
thus made are burnt with tar and rubbed until a hard finish 
is obtained, that much resembles highly finished 
mahogany. 

"The person stands a little back of the center, his feet 
being held by toe straps of thick, strong sole leather, 
fastened to each side the shoe, and laced where they meet 
over the toe of the foot. The toe of the foot Is put Into the 
straps back to the ball, and In the hollow of the foot there 
is a small block crosswise to prevent the foot, when the 
heel is raised, from being slipped out of the straps. The 
bottom of the shoe resembles a, skate with groove, only 
instead of being convex endways, It Is concave with -
say two inches -- spring. This is to distribute the weight of 
the rider as equally as possible from end to end. They are 
gu ided by the same principle that we guide skates -- by 
turning on the edges and allowing the pOints and curves 
to describe a circle. Of course they cannot be turned so 
easily or quickly as skates, but stili they are easily 
managed by experts. So much for the shoes; now for 
"dope ." 

"This is the main thing as all experts avow." "Dope" is 
the material to lubricate the shoes and make them glide 
swiftly over the snow; the same as an axle Is lubricated to 
cause the wheel to revolve easily. This constitutes the 
chief thing in expert snowshoeing, and any amount of 
skill and projecting is required In Its manufacture. Gum, 
beeswax rosin. sperm candles and some other materials 
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make an inferior quality of dope; but modern dope is 
manufactured from many drugs known only to those who 
make it a specialty, and its manufacture retained ~s a 
great secret. Oil, grease and such material as one might 
naturally suppose would cause a shoe to slip easily over 
the snow -- varnish or any other polishing material --- are 
of no use; noth ing but the scientific preparation will do. 

"The different kinds of dope are compounded for all 
hours from II o'clock to 5 o'clock of the day. Besides this 
there is dope for "dry" and wet snow.; "hard and soft 
snow," for "warm and cold snow", and "new and old 
snow". Now that lets me out on "dope", and I come to 
racing. 

"We will say the track is fifteen hundred feet In length, 
clean of trees, shrubs or other obstruction, ~nd rises from 
bottom to top with a grade of twenty feet In a hundred. 
The racers are divided into squads of say six, and the 
winners of such squads form a squad for the deciding 
race of which the winner takes the purse. The first squad 
are ~t the top of the track and the process of "doping up" 
is going on. We will watch them: the dope Is of about the 
consistency of shoemaker's wax and is applied by rubbing 
on in little dabs, then spreading It evenly by hard rubbing 
with the palm of the hand until a fine coating Is evenly put 
on, and a polish that will reflect one's face Is obtained. 
Time being called, the six take their places side by side, 
ten feet apart; the word Is given and they shove off with 
their poles, giving as many strokes as they can to ac
celerate their speed; then they squat low to prevent 
retarding .~peed by resistance of air, as well as to 
better retain their balance. Now they are running forty 
miles an hour --- now sixty, and in a second or two they 
are going at the rate of seventy or eighty; here one runs 
over a rough piace and ioses his balance --- his shoes fly 
in the air and touch another -- away he goes and throws 
another, and heads, legs, arms, shoes and poles are 
turning twenty feet somersaults amid a cloud of snow 
raised by their fall. The others come darting in between 
the poles. The crowd breathes again, cheer and hurrah, 
every one their best. Nobody hurt. Go It again, and 
another squad is formed and allis repeated again." 

"How we enjoyed our racing week may be Inferred 
when I say that no accident occurred to mar the sport, and 
I believe no unkind feelings are entertained by any. A free 
dance was given three nights and a regular ball on the 
last. You will have observed that Howland Flat didn't win 
many purses. Cause: want of the wax. But wait till we get 
our nip, gentlemen, and we will try you a friendly rub 
again ... Among those deserving of especial mention for 
expert riding I may mention Elias Squires of Gib
sonville; Charles Littick of Pine Grove, and Yank Brown of 
Howland Flat, all boys, and if a little heavier, would be 
unsurpassed. "The condition of the snow was very un
favorable, the weather being cold and the snow hard and 
dry, which made it a necessity to choose a track of light 
grade. From this cause the rate of speed obtained was not 
near so great as at many other times when the snow was 
in better condition." 

"The people here are about forming a club, to have a 
creater unity of action, when we may look for better 
;l!sults, and more extended proficiency in the "dope" line. 
It is intended to offer a large number of prizes to be run for 
ne.xt Winter, the Alturas Club pursuing the same course. 
Our ;::>ng and tedious winters will thus be made complete. 
Ordinary and extraordinary antics and evoulutlons per
formed, in which the will always combats the per
formance, make it very agreeable to lookers on, so long as 
none is hurt. ........ . ... (10) 

Yours truly, WINGATE 

Howland Flat, April3rd, 1867 

View of Howland Flat Looking Northeast - Photo 1970 

Excursions to the top of Table Rock Mountain for a 
picnic were an early form of diversion which continued all 
through the "ears of Howland Flat's history. Sometimes 
part of the trip would be made by wagon on the road past 
Potosi and on the way to Poker Flat, with the balance of 
the ascent being made on a trail, and at other times the 
trip was made entirely on a trail which left the Flat from 
the western end of the town. On some of these excursions 
--- at times when there was still some snow on the summit 
of the mountain - the ingredients for making ice cream 
were taken along, and ice cream would be made for a 
refreshment for the picniC lunch. 

Howland Flat, like many of the other towns of Sierra 
County, had a cannon, or "big gun", which it fired with 
great aplomb, and sometimes with insufficient reason, 
but always with justifiable pride on the occasion of the 
celebration of Independence Day. it is said that sometime 
in the 1880's or 1890's the cannon was hauled to the top of 
Sugar Loaf --- a mountain peak of basalt about a mile 
west of the town, and a position which would assure a 
spectacular firing and permit the roar to be heard in the 
several surrounding settlements --- and that on one oc
caSion, when probably it was not only the cannon that 
was loaded, an extremely heavy charge of powder was 
placed in it and the bore crammed with old nuts, bolts and 
scrap iron, with the resuft that the cannon was shattered. 
It is said that pieces of the burst cannon are still to be 
seen on the top of Sugar Loaf. 

There was a much respected lady, a long resident of 
Howland Flat, who had a delightful sense of humor and 
who claimed that she was so unlucky that / in the event it 
rained soup she would have only a fork. 

A man who was a doctor in Howland Flat in the 1860's, 
invented a novel musical instrument which he named a 
Chimneyodeon, which astonished those who heard. it, 
both as to how it looked and the nature of the tones which 
issued from it. Here is a description of the instrument: 
"CHIMNEYODEON: This is the name of a new invention 
by Dr. Flint of Howland Flat, with which we were much 
amused a few days since. It is intended as one of the 
"attractions" of the Old Folks Concert, Tableau, etc., 
which is expected to take place at the Flat before long. A 
dozen lamp chimneys (more or less) are fastened to a 
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The Totman Home at Howland Flat - Early 1900's 
Courtesy : Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

sou nd ing board, arranged to the scale of music, and 
beaten by sticks on the ends of which are knobs of cork. 

Ihe instrument is an institution of itself, but when ac
~ompanied by the flute or violin the harmony produced 
must be very similar to that given by the famous bell 
ringers who amused the public a few years since with 
~their unique performances in the East." 

SCHOOL: 
~ William C. Pond, who was County Superintendent 

)f Schools from 1862 to 1865, visited towns of the nor
hern part of the county in June of 1863, among them 

rlowland Flat, where he "found no school as yet, and a 
sort of uncertain waiting for a schoolhouse to grow." In 

- vlay of 1864 work was begun on the construction of a 
;choolhouse and by the end of June it was ready for use. 
,vliss Larkin was the teacher. $500 had been raised by 
subscription among the people to help pay for its cost. 

4 here were in these years from 20 to 25 pupils in at
endance. On December 1 st of 1885 an entertainment and 

Jance was given by the pupils of the school. F.M. Sullivan 
was the teacher, and pupils participating were: Clara 

-Yaley, Milton Proceus, Stella McKensie, Louisa Proceus, 
~aron Todd, Louis Overstreet, Michael McDonnell, 
~ndrew Helbach, Lily Hayes, Theresa Sinnott, Sadie 
McKensie, John Hoffher, James Hayes, Mary McKensie, 

-John Conroy, Charles Haley, Dan McDonnell, Andrew 
N,olfe, Charles Hoffher, Louisa Wehrle, Frank Wehrle, J. 
iltsman, Will Hayes, Annie McDonnell, Willie McKensie 
and Jim McKensie. 

- In the Mountain Messengerof August 15th of 1891, the 
;o:-",.Iand Flat correspondent to that newspaper speaks of 
ISltlng the school, at which time the pupils entertained 

with vocal music and a drill. Miss Theresa Sinnott played 
the organ for the exercises. In 1890 the pupils raised 
sufficient money with which to purchase a new flag and to 
equip the schoolhouse with a bell. Miss Annie E. Sinnott, 
(11) an aunt of the author, was the teacher of the 
Howland Flat school from 1903 to 1914. She had taught 
for several years earlier in several of the schools of 
northern Sierra, and had left Howland Flat in 1892 to 
attend the State Teachers' College at San Jose, where she 
obtained a State Teaching Credential. She returned to 
teach in the schools of the "OVER NORTH" area, and in 
1914 went to the Bay Area where she taught at schools in 
San Francisco and Oakland, completing a service of fifty 
years of teaching. 

In August of 1904 the school presented a program with 
Miss Annie E. Sinnott as teacher. The following pupils 
took part: Nettie Carmichael, Louisa Proceus, Edward 
Hayes, Charles Haley, Mae Carmichael, Eva McKensie, 
Mary McDonnell, Andrew Helbach, George Hayes and 
Gertrude Goard. An account of the program spoke of : 
"Mr. Samuel Pollock being there to the delight of all with 
his great talking machine." 

Some of the teachers of the Howland Flat school from 
1864 to its discontinuance in 1923were: Miss Larkin (1864 
-1866); J.H . Thorpe (1866-68; Thos. Mc Grath (1886-92); 
Miss Annie L. Wells (1887-88; F.M . Sullivan (1893-1901); 
Ida Campbell (1901-03); Miss Annie E. Sinnott (1903-14); 
Elsie Sibley (1913-17); Ella Huggan (1917-19); Eva 
McKenzie (1918-19); Mabel Pain (1918-20); Mrs. E. 
Bequette (1919-21); Mrs. Merle McGrath (1920-22; ; Mrs . 
Elora Bowman (1921-22); and Mrs. Esther P. Kerby (1922
23) 

The diggings of Howland Flat and vicinity produced 
well from the beginning, but had one of their years of 
greatest production since their start during the washing 
season of 1859, with nearly all of the mining companies 
recording good pay. The Minnesota and Golden Age 
companies averaged $12 per day to the hand; the Bright 
Star took out from $300 to $500 per week; the Down East 
Company was able to pay $100 per week to the share; the 
Shirley Company paid weekly dividends of from $75 to 
$100 per share; and at the claims of the Golden Gate 
Company, "prospects were flattering." In 1860 the 
Mountaineer Company, which had the year before run a 
tunnel 600 feet through hard bed-rock to strik.e pay gravel, 
cleaned up 46 ounces on their first day clean-up. In the 
summer of 1864 the California Company, which had the 
winter befroe struck the channel only to lose the pay 
streak shortly after, again found pay gravel after doing 
extensive development work. 

The Post office for the people of Howland Flat was in 
the early years at Pine Grove, but In 1863, by order of the 
Postmaster General, the Postoffice ---- named the 
Table Rock Postoffice because it was in the Township of 
Table Rock ---- was moved to Howland Flat. 

Sierra County was strongly Union during the Civil War 
with almost all of the communities of the county forming 
Union Leagues, one of the principal manners of 
support to the Union cause was the raising of funds to 
help care for the ill and wounded. To this end generous 
contributions were made to Sanitary Funds throughout 
th~ county. Ho,":,land Flat formed a Union League in 1863. 

Not often did the author come across in his research 
definite statements about the population of towns of the 
county. Here, though, in this article from the Sierra 
Democrat at May 23rd of 1862, wh Ich speaks of several 
happenings of Howland Flat, is a statement that Howland 
Flat and Potosi combined had at this time a population of 
from 1,500 to 1 ,800. The author is inclined to the belief 
that this estimate for the towns proper is on the "high 
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side", and that the figure is better representative of the 
number of people in the two towns plus those living at 
mines a short distance from the two towns. There existed 
an understandable tendency to over-estimate the number 
of people resident in a town or living In an area. 
HOWLAN D FLAT: That portion of town destroyed by fire 
late last Fall, is nearly re-built -- in most instances the 
new structures being an improvement on the old. Vacant 
lots are selling at high figures, buildings going up rapidly, 
and before long the Flatters expect to join hands on the 
East with their less pretentious neighbor, Potosi. In
cluding this last named camp the Flat can boast of a 
population of 1,500 to 1,800 inhabitants, and at the 
present rate of increase will, by the time the next election 
comes off, cast at least one hundred more votes than any 
other place in the county.. .. . . . 

"The Union Company is the principal mining operation 
in this section, having a front of two thousand feet, 
running back nearly one-half mile, and it is estimated that 
a force of 200 men, constantly employed, could not 
exhaust the claims in half a century. A cave in the air 
tunnel at the time of our visit had caused a temporary 
suspension of a portion of the work under-ground, which 
we were informed would be remedied in a shorttime. 
When in full blast one hundred men are employed. Five 
hundred car-loads of dirt are taken out each day, which 
average $2 to the load. The diggings are reached by means 

Old Building at Howland Flat in 1975 

Pen and In k Sk et c h by Ruth Armstrong 

Old Building in Howland Flat Which Was the Postoffice and 
in Earlier Years the Wells Fargo Office - Photo 1970 
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of an incline 300 feet in length. Hoisting and pumping are 
- :jane by steam .. .. " Following are excerpts from articles 

of news of various natures about Howland Flat which 
appeared in the April 11th and May 2nd of 1863, and the 
July 2nd of 1864 issues of the Mountain Messenger: 

HOWLAND FLAT 
March 31 , 1863 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
" ............ ........ ........ If the fine weather should 

:;ontinue for a few days, we shall have plenty of water. As 
It is, there is enough for one company to wash with. The 
Hibernia Company has been using it for the last few days , 

-but have not yet cleaned up. They have very pretty dirt, 
;lnd it is predicted by the wise ones , that they will make as 
Jood show of gold for the amount of dirt as any company 
on the Flat ...... . " 

"The boys who went down from here to witness the 
ate snow-shoe race at St. Louis came back under a high 

pressure of excitement, and several of them speak of 
challenging both Pine Grove and St. Louis to race with 

- In equal number of Howland Flatters. 
"A singing school is nearly organized here. A young 

gentleman of the name of Keyes is teaching school, both 
day and evening. He has a large number of scholars in his 

- jay school, and a class of 'children of larger growth' at 
light. There is is also a day school taught by a lady, Mrs . 
drown . So, upon the whole, the probability is that with 
a theatre three evenings in the week , two dancing schools , 

---:wo day schools, a night school , a singing school, we 
, hall manage to survive until water becomes plentiful." 

WARREN 
HOWLAND FLAT 

Apri! 28th, 1863 
EDITOR MESSENGER : 

"It .has been raining here for the past few days, and 
_ water IS abundant for all mining purposes . As a matter of 

course, the miners are going ahead on both wheels. The 
Sugar Loaf Company washed up six thousand dollars last 
Saturday, and the Mountaineer, five thousand on Monday. 
A stream of water, some three hundred inches in vOlume 
~Jurs~ into the Pittsburg claims on Saturday, and ha~ 

:;ontlnued to run ever since. There is now about one 
i)undred inches of it. It did but little damage ...... 

- ",The theatrical Company have been playing 'Family 
Jars (at home) for the past few days, but have buried the 
,latchet, and the machine is again in running order. Mr. 
Littlewood, an accomplished musician now with the 
-The~tre, desires me to say that he writ~s and arranges 

nuslc for all string and brass instruments --- either 
3eparate or in bands . Wolfe and Hall are building an 
extension to their Theatre. 

- "On Friday evening we had a large meeting here for the 
~urp?s~ of organizing a National Union League. After 
PPol~tln.g a committee on resolutions and permanent 

~ganlzatlon, the meeting adjourned to meet again on 
- fednesday e.vening . We will have the largest League here 

) any place In the mountains. At Pine Grove they have 
lad a very enthusiastic preliminary meeting for the same 
pur~ose on Saturday night. 

_ Gambl ing is carried on here as it was in the flush 
. Idm~s Of.1849 and 1850. Monte, faro, and poker are played 

Infinitum." 

_ M.M. 7-2-64: HOWLAND FLAT 

f "This place has changed wonderfully within a couple 
o months in its financial aspect. Money is easy , plenty 

smiles abroad, and the man who owes you Is evidently 
delighted to come and settle that little bill. One of the 
hardest cases flipped a twenty dollar piece on us, and for 
the first time In two years seemed really glad to meet us. 
All kinds of business seems to be flourishing . The hotels 
are filled with boarders; two dentists, two jewelers, and 
one daguereotypist hold forth here, and Crittenden Is 
about opening a periodical depot, making the second In 
the place besides the news-business done by Messrs, 
McFarland. The saloon formerly kept by Mr. Chaty has 
recently been bought by Mr. Petersen , formerly of Poker 
Flat .... . Mr. J. C. Rued Is keeping the Hughes Hotel and 
like Hanley of the Nevada, Is doing a lively business. 
Lawrence has opened the Franklin House, and It Is 
probable that the National will remain closed unless the 
property changes owners. One of the best-located hotels, 
one that has always done a flourishing business, could, 
we understand, be obtained on very reasonable terms by a 
would be landlord of proper qualifications ..... 

"The mining claims here and at Rotosi are getting on 
smoothly, taking out amounts of dust that would astonish 
gravel m iners in most any other place. The Virginia Mining 
Company, at the latter place, have let a contract of ten 
dollars per foot for sinking a shaft which it is expected 
will be from 150 to 200 feet in depth ...... A contract for a 
new drain tunnel of 1,800 feet waf! let by the Monumental 
Company about a month since, at eight dollars per 
fool.. .. .. . 

"Charley Sherman's passenger train runs regularly 
alternate week days to this place, and the Messengers 
were never more promptly delivered in this vicinity than 
now ........ 

"Jake Gerichten has a lot of new goods which he 
advertises today. Those gray suits of his are both hand
some and cheap, just the things to keep a fellow from 
freezing this winter-in-summer weather .... Fred 
Gerichten, on Main Street, keeps a nice quiet restaurant 
and beer saloon, where hungry men can get a 'bite' at any 
hour of the day. Fred, like his six brothers, is a clever 
fellow and deserves to prosper.... " 

Howland Flat, Pine Grove, and Potosi celebrated upon 
the receipt of news of the capture of Richmond by Union 
forces in the Civil War, is described in the following ar
ticle which is from the M.M. of 4-15-65 : 

" HOWLAND FLAT: News of the glorious victory was 
received with great enthusiasm at this place, and the 
amount of two hundred dollars , or thereabouts, we un
derstand, was subscribed for a demonstration; but the 
weather was stormy, and divided counsels as to how the 
money should be used, prevailing, some of the money 
was withdrawn, and that which remained went over tn the 
Sanitary Fund. In the meantime the Pine Grove boys were 
moving and stole a march on the Howland Flatters . The 
materials for a hugh bonfire, consisting of twelve or 
fifteen cords of wood, pitch, etc., all well doped with 
several barrels of tar and resin, were collected on Sugar 
Loaf summit and set off on Tuesday evening, a band of 
music discoursing patriotiC airs, while the swamp angel, 
which with great difficulty had been dragged up to this 
snowy pinnacle, poured forth its salvos upon the night 
air, echoing back from the icy summits and thundering 
down the rocky canyons many miles avyay . .. A torch
light procession also added its share to the display. 

"Our Teutonic friend, Fred Gerichten, at our Flat, felt 
especially glorious over the good news, and with 
characteristic liberality threw wide open the doors of his 
restaurant to the whole town, announcing that all he had 
was free on the happy occasion .. ... . 

37 

I 



Howland Flat - Photo Probably 1880's 

Courtesy: California State Library 

"The Potosi buff breeches determined to do a good 
thing too while their big neighbor was napping, and 
subscribed five hundred dollars to inaugurate a free ball, 
to which all were invited, to take place on Wednesday 
evening last. The least sum subscribed by any individual 
was five dollars." 

The following, which is part of a letter of WINGATE to 
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER of A-pril 13, 1867, speaks 
of activity at some of the mines of Howland Flat and 
vicinity, and describes several deaths which occurred due 
to accidents: 

EDS . MESSENGER: 

Mining has been much retarded by the great storms 
that have prevailed, and the consequent small supply of 
water. However, those companies at work who have water 
for washing are generally doing very well. The 
Monumental Co. which have lately struck into gravel, is 
getting most excellent prospects, I am informed. To 
supply air they are now raising a shaft to the surface, 
which will be three hundred feet in height. 

"The Hawkeye Co. are getting very good pay in a very 
peculiar kind of dirt that lies high up on the outer rim of 
the channel . A jumbled up composition of pipe clay, 
sand, wood, leaves and other debris, with a little gravel 
mixed in, would not be considered by miners as very 
favorable indications for pay; but yet in this 
conglomeration they get large pay --- often as high as a 
quarter ounce to the car load. 

"Pittsburg Co. are running their tunnel for the back 
channel with very good indications of soon reaching it. 
From the Union, Down East, Shirley, Mountaineer, 
French and Lone Star companies, I hear general good 
repute. Work in the Union mine has been much retarded 
this Winter by scarcity of water for hOisting purposes. 
There will be no cause for complaint from that source 
long. 

"This vicinity has been the scene of four melancholy 
deaths during the Winter, all of which occurred by ac
cident. Of John Roberts and HCigh Simpson you have 
been fully informed; but of Geo . N. Mc Cain, whose 
demise was noticed, and Smith Waite, who was killed last 
week, I must speak: 

"George N. McCain, who perished by a snow 
avalanche but a short distance from the Hawkeye claims, 
of which he was foreman, was one of our oldest, most 
respected and enterprising citizens. He was a member of 
the Odd Fellows and Free Mason's societies, by whom he 
was buried; a man of sterling worth and integrity, and 
moral in his habits. Kind and congenial in his disposition, 
he made friends of all with whom he came in contact. For 
every one he met he had a kind word or a charming witty 
pleasantry. Everybody knew George, and knew him their 
friend . His home reiations were of the very happiest 
description; a kind and affectionate husband., a doting 
father, his home was such as few mortals fall heir to -- a 
home of sunshine and happiness, unobscured by 
darkening clouds. To the possessors of such, the world 
presents bright and beautiful prospects, and a heaven on 
earth is as nearly obtained as the laws or Omnipotence 
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permits of." .. . ...... . ..... .. . . . 

"Smith Waite, a member of the Lone Star mining 

company at Pine Grove, was caved upon and suddenly 
killed a week ago last Monday, while breasting in the 
claims. The circumstances are about these : There were 

_	 two gangway tunnels starting from one point and running 
so that they were no great distance apart for some 
distance. In the pOint of ground lying between them the 
deceased began breasting, and had in three or four square 

_ sets of timbers running parallel with each gangway. The 
tunnel on either side cut the dirt about two and a half feet 
higher than the breasting was done so that this un
supported dirt is supposea to have slacked away, and 

_	 when let loose came suddenly on the breasting timbers 
and on the spiling at the set in the "face", which were 
driven up and 'false timbered' (12), breaking the false cap 
and tipping the spiling, which forced the set over and let 
o~e set after another down, crushing him to the bottom, 

--wIth the timbers and some three feet of dirt on top . The 
carman running dirt from the breast had not been gone 
more than five minutes, and in about twenty minutes they 
had him out, but life was extinct. The deceased was much 

-respected in the community, was of a rather quiet and 
re.served disposition, but jocular and entertaining with his 
friends, and a man of irreproachable character. He was a 
member of the Free Mason's society and was buried with 

-Masonic honors." 
Yours truly, 

WINGATE 
Howland Flat Apri13rd,1867 

A MURDER AT HOWLAND FLAT : 
John Roberts, a miner, was murdered at Howland 

Flat on May 1 st of 1864. Roberts had become responsible 

for a pair of boots of John Davis, who had failed to pay for 
them . The two were at Gerichten's Bakery on the evening 
of the fatal affray when Roberts asked Davis for the money 
he owed , Davis having been recently been paid off at the 
claims where he was working. Davis's answer was to take 
off his coat and tell Roberts to try and take his pay. The 
brother of Roberts, being present, made some remark at 
which Davis invited him to take up his brother's quarrel. 
He accepted and gave Davis a sound thrashing, after 
which Davis went away, but soon returned with a knife, 
set upon Roberts, and so wounded him that he died in a 
few minutes of the stabs . Another man, who tried to 
intervene, was wounded by Davis. 

An Odd Fellows Lodge was founded at Howland Flat 
in 1873 and a hatl of this Lodge was erected in the same 
year, with the dedication taking place on 8,eptember 5th. 
In 1892 the young men of the Howland Flat, Gibsonville 
and La Porte, established a Native Sons Parlor. 

In the fall of 1879 a telephone line connecting Howland 
Flat with La Porte and Gibsonville was built, and in 1880 
this line was extended to provide communication with St. 
Louis . 

Among the businesses of Howland Flat in the 1870's 
and 1880's were the following : Peter Carmichael 's But
cher Shop, R.P. Timpson's General Variety Store and 
Postoffice, J . Conroy's Saloon, Brown and Cosker's 
Saloon, Schwering and White's Saloon, Cosker's Hotel, 
Becker's Store, Hotel and Livery and Feed Stable, William 
Brown's Shoe Repair Shop, and the stores of Mr. Small 
and Mr. Chittenden. 

Two of the more important mines of the vicinity of 
Howland Flat, and of Northern Sierra County, were the 
Bellevue and the Thistle Shaft drift mines --- the former 
located about two miles west of the Flat and operative into 
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the 1890's and early 1900's, and the latter near the road 
between La Porte and Gibsonville and about two miles 
southwest of Gibsonville. In 1898, Griff Thomas , Michael 
Sinnott and John Schofield narrowly escaped serious 
injury or death in the Thistle Shaft Mine, when they 
blasted into a reservoir of underground water and were 
carried out the tunnel by the rushing water. In January of 
1908 a cave in the tunnel of the Bellevue resulted in the 
deaths of Thomas Costello, Foreman, John Buckley, and 
Benjamin Merian . (13) 

One of the principal ditches which supplied water for 
the diggings of Howland Flat obtained its water from 
Slate and Potosi creeks and from ravines it crossed on its 
course. The ditch was a large one, running through Potosi 
and on to Sackett's Gulch, about two miles southwest of 
Howland Flat. Part of this old ditch is clearly seen today 
at the eastern end of Howland Flat where it passes bet
ween the Catholic and Protestant Cemeteries, and where 
it supplied a reservoir, the earth depress ion of which is 
also clearly evident, being located a short distance north 
of the Catholic Cemetery. 

In the early 1870's, Jake Gould, in partnership with 
seven other men, founded a mine at Howland Flat. During 
the same period, Mr. and Mrs. James Haley operated a 
boarding house at Cold Canyon. In the 1880's and 1890's a 
hydraulic mine at Sackett's Gulch was working , of which 
mine for several years during the period , Tom Hayes was 
Superintendent. A mine to develop later --- in about 1910
-- was the Miners' Home drift mine, which ran its main 
tunnel no_rtheasterly from a pit at the western end of 
Howland Flat toward Potosi at its eastern end . 

A TRIP TO THE SUMMIT OF TABLEROCK 

Following is an account of an excursion a group made 
to the summit of Table Rock Mountain in 1880 as related 
in an art icle by one of the members of the party to the 
Mountain Messenger : 

"One pleasant morning , a few days ago (in early 
September), I was invited to join an excursion party for the 
ascent of this notable peak, and we left McFarland's Store 
of Howland Flat in carriages up and around the circuitous 
,oad to the summit. (Note: As will be made clear in the 
following part of the article, there was no road all the way 
to the summit of the mountain) Our enthuiastic mountain 
climbers were : Mrs. J.M . Mussey, La Porte ; Mrs. Geo . 
W. Cox, Mrs . Fant, Pine Grove ; Miss Charlotte 
McQuesten, Hepsidam; Miss Mary Boynton, Brown
sville ; Miss Agnes Anderson, Miss Allie Mussey, La 
Porte ' Miss Annie Wilkinson, Howland Flat ; Geo . W. 
Cox, Pine Grove; Chas. A. Donoghue, La Porte ; E. Miller, 
Oakland ; and Wm . B. Schuld , San Francisco . 

" It was a quarter past eleven and the atmosphere was 
cool and bracing , while the heavens wer.e darkened 
with drift ing clouds casting their dark fantastic shadows 
over the deep canyons and the encircling ridges . At an 
elevation of 6,650 feet, we alighted and began our weary 
tramp up the steep of the mountain , scrambling over 
boulders and through chaparral. An ominous rattling 
noise disclosed a rattlesnake three feet long. Before our 
stone artillery could be brought to the front, the reptile 
beat a hasty retreat into the tangled underbush . A three
quarter's mile walk landed us on the summit , Miss Allie 
Mussey being the first to reach that point. Here we found 
stone monuments set up by Surveyor I.G. Jones to mark 
the corners of the adjoining gravel claims. The time made 
from the base to the top of the mountain was one hour 
and forty minutes. The summit consists of a large 
irregularly formed piece of table land , very different from 
the small sized crooked looking peak as viewed from a 

Gr04P on Top of Table Rock Mountain 
Co u rtesy : Mrs. Sop h ie L assia t H i l l 

d istance. With an accurately regulated aneroid from 
Muller's, San Francisco, the altitude was found to be 
7,050 feet. 

" As the lower country was totally obscured with a !)ea 
of smoke and dust, the view was confined to the 
mountains. Before us was unrolled a beautiful panorama 
of Northern Sierra and Southern Plumas --- Saddle Back, 
Fir Cap, Pilot Peak, Mt. Fillmore , and dimly loomed in the 
mu rky distance the sentinel , snow-crowned Sierra Buttes . 
Far beneath us were Howland Flat, La Porte, Gibsonville , 
Hepsidam, Morristown, Eureka, St. Louis, and Potosi. 
There was"a 'strong, chilling breeze and awarm fire would 
nave been very comfortable, but by racing over the rocks 
we managed to keep from freezing. Descending in an hour 
or so a sumptuous luncheon, generously furnished by our 
lady friends, was spread out under the manzanitas, one 
thousand feet below the summit, near a crystal stream, 
and dispatched with a keen relish , after the carriages were 
boarded and good time made down the mountain. " 

FOURTH OF JULY OF 1890 AT HOWLAND FLAT 

In 1890 Independence Day was fittingly celebrated at 
Howland Flat. Here from the Mountain Messenger of July 
19th of the year is an account of the observance : 

"By a wise provision of law, patriotism Is taught In 
all public schools. But to Raphlel Well , of San Francisco, 
I believe , belongs the patriotic Idea that the American flag 
should , of right, float over every school-house In the land. 

"The people of Howland Flat are the first In Sierra 
County, I believe, to float the Stars and Stripes over their 
school-house. About 2 P.M., the school children, neatly 
dressed and looking as bright as a new-coined eagle, 
marched, under the leadersh ip of their teacher, Thos . 
McGrath, and by the tap of the drum by Master Charles 
Haley, from the schoolhouse to White's Hall. Each 
scholar carried a representative musket with a miniature 
American flag , flying from the projecting ramrod . The 
exercises commenced by military drill and geometric 
play , which were finely executed and received en
thusiastic applause from the large audience. Second, a 
song by the shcool , "Who is a Patriot?" . Third, by 
request, Geo. W. Cox presented the flag to the teacher, In 
trust for the school , as the prime cause of the g lory of that 
occasion on that eventful day. Fourth , Teacher Mc Grath 
received and accepted the flag in an elegant, patriotic 
speech . Fifth, a rec itation, "The Th irteen States", by 
thirteen school girls, each bearing a shield of the State 
she represented, upon which was inscribed the name of 
the State and its coat of arms. Sixth, Reading of the 
Declarat ion of Independence by Jessie Meikle . Seventh, 
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Song , "Red, White and Blue" by the school. Eighth, 
Recitation, "Flower of Liberty" by Annie McDonald. 
Ninth, Dialogue, "The American Flag" by William Hayes, 
Michael McDonald and Louisa Wehrle, the school joining 
in. Tenth, Recitation, "Stars and Stripes" by Daniel 
McDonald. Eleventh, Song, "Battle Cry of Freedom" by 
the school. Twelfth, Reading, "Fourth of July Poem" by 
Clara Haley. Thirteenth, Recitation, "My Creed" by John 
Conroy . Fourteenth, ReCitation, Barbara Frltchle" by 
Jessie Mlekle. Fifteenth, Song, "Glory, Glory! 
Hallelujah!" by Clara Haley, lizzie Meikle, with Belle 
Meikle at the organ. Sixteenth, Recitation, "American 
Flag" by Belle Meikle. Seventeenth, - Dialogue, "George 
Washington" by George Hayes, James Hayes, Daniel 
McDonald, Frank Wehrle and Chas. Haley. 18th, 
ReCitation, "Anniversary Poem" by Chas. Haley. 19th, 
R~citation, "A Hundred Years to Come" , by Maggie 
Hitsman. 20th, Song, "Yankee Doodle" by the school. 
21.st, Teacher McGrath gave a history of the Flag, together 
w.lth a patriotic address, and then, turning his attention to 
hiS scholars, delivered one of the most eloquent and 
patriotic lectures that it was ever my good fortune to hear. 

"After giving three rousing cheers for the Flag and the 
Day, teacher and children marched to the school-house, 
and were immediately followed by all the people. Trustee 
John Walls raised the Flag over the shcool-house, where 
It unfolded itself to the breeze, (and its a beauty), amid the 
cheers of the multitude, followed by a song, "America" by 
the.school, after which big, little, old and young, took off 
their hats and bonnets, and, swinging them in the air, 

gave three more rousing cheers for our Flag, and left it 
proudly floating. 

"A Ball at the Hall in the evening passed the Fourth of 
1890 over to the historian ." 

BENEFIT FOR THE HOWLAND FLAT SCHOOL 

In earlv December of 1894 an entertainment and social 
dance was given by the pupils of the Howland Flat School 
under the direction of Mr. F. M. Sullivan, the teacher. 
Following was the Program: 
Greeting Song ............. By the School 
Salutatory Address and Essay ........ . Clara Haley 
ReCitation, "Six Feet of Earth" ........ Milton Proseus 
ReCitation, "Autumn Leaves" ..... .. ....... Stella McKenzie 
Song by the School, "What are the Wild Waves Saying?" 
Dialogue: Auntie Dimple: 

Auntie Dimple ... Louisa Proseus 
Will her Nephew ... Aaron Todd 
Frank her Nephew .. . Louis. Overstreet 
John her Nephew .. .. Michael McDonnell 
Lucy her Niece ...... Stella McKenzie 
Rose her Niece . ...... . Lily Hayes 
Kate her Niece ........ Sadie McKenzie 

ReCitation, "The Tongue" ........ John Hofher 
Duet, "Moonlight Beaming" .. . Clara Haley and F. M. 
Sullivan 
Recitation, "Didn't Have the Nerve" ........ James Hayes 
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Recitation, "Modern Belle" ."" ." Mary McKenzie 
Song, "Twenty Years Ago" . . .. School 
Recitation, "The Baby in the Case" .. .. . . John Conroy 
Recitation, "The Worrying Woman" '" ..... Charles Haley 
Song and Chorus, "Wee Bird" .. ..... School 
Recitation, "A Manly Man" ..... ... Andrew Wolf 
ReCitation, "Little Star", Charles Hofher 
ReCitation, "Lucy Gray" ..... . .. Louisa Proseus 
Duet, "Meet Me by the Running Brook" ... . . . Louisa 

and Michael McDonnel 
SAVED .. A dialogue: Saloon Keeper .. Dan McDonnel 

Drunkard .. ... Frank Wehrle 

Jailer .. .... . Andrew Hellbach 

Policemen ... . J. Hitsman and Will Hayes 

Three Angels, Faith, Hope, and Charity: 


A:1nie McDonnel , Clara Haley, 

and Louise Wehrie 


Drunkard's Child .. Louisa Proseus 

Recitation, "Back From California" ...... . ... George Hayes 
Duet, "Ben Bolt" ..... Willie Hayes and Mary McKenzie 
Recitation, "Grandpa" . . ...... Willie McKenzie 
Recitation , "That Line Fence" ... ... Dan McDonnell 
Recitation , "Naughty Willie" . . . .. . . Aaron Todd 
Song, "Bell Brandon" ..... School 
ReCitation, "Popping Corn" ...... Andrew Hellbach 
Recitation, "A Foolish Chicken" . '" Will Hayes 
Dialogue : "Water Cross" ..... by Seven Girls 
Recitation, "A Little Boy's Speech" .. , Jim McKenzie 
Motion Song, "Tiny Little Snow Flakes" ...... By the 

Primary Class 
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ReCilation, "Long Years Have Passed" ...... Louisa 
Wherle 

Recitation, "Something of a Man" ...... Mike McDonnel 
Rec itation, "Little Gardener" Lily Hayes'''00 

Duet, "Hunting Tour" .. Theresa Sinnott and F. M. 
Sullivan 

Recitation, "Boy of the Period" ... Louis Overstreet 
Recitation, "That William Goat" .. . " John Hitsman 
Recitation, "Sunshine" .... Sadie McKenzie 
Song and Chorus, "Happy Childhood Home" . . . . . . School 
ReCitation, "Judge Not" . ... " Annie McKenzie 
FARCE: "One Night in a Lodging House" .. . Lodgers: 

Hezekiah Scruggins " ... F. M. Sullivan 
Alex Addisos . ...... Chas. Haley 
Pat Mulooney ... .... . James Hayes 

Valedictory Address .. ...... Frank Wehrle . 


CHINESE AT HOWLAND FLAT: 
Howland Flat had one of the iargest settlements of 

Chinese of the towns of Northern Sierra County, their 
cabins being located north of the main street of the town . 
There was still a big Chinese store in the town In the early 
1900's. One of the most Interesting of the Chinese of the 
Flat was known familiarly and affectionately as "Chicken 
Thief", a name probably derived from a certain propensity 
of his to acquire in an unauthorized manner some of 
man's fine-feathered friends . His cabin was in the 
Chinese section of the town and could readily be iden
tified from a great distance by the great pile of Junk which 
he had accumulated and brought to his place on his burro. 
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It was said that "Chicken Thief" collected much but 
disposed of little. Otherthan his donkey he had numerous 

~ cats and chickens, some of the latter of which he had not 
raised from eggs. They had le~rned to live In harmony in 

I defiance of Darwin's Princip Ie of the Survival of the 
Fittest. 

Mrs. Lillie Laughlin, nee Lillie Hayes, a member of the 
pioneer Hayes family of the "Over North" country, who 
was born in Howland Flat in 1886, and is presently a 
resident of San Francisco, in speaking with the author, 

- recalled how the children used to tease "Chicken Thief" to 
the point of being angrily chased, and then h.ow they 

- would cut and bring grass for the donkey and In return 
receive a ride around town, with all forgiven: 

Howland Flat went without the services of a doctor for 
years at a time. In times of illness the people sought the 
help of others. One of those whose aid was most solicited 
was Mrs. Haley. 

-~ Among the businesses of Howland Flat in the 1890's 
were the following: F .X. Becker's Hotel and Livery Stable, 
John Wolfe's Brewery, William Schwering's Bar and 
Dance Hall, Peter Carmichael's Butcher Shop, and 

- Timpson's Grocery Store. In the early 1900's John K. 
Walls took over Timpson's business and also became 
Postmaster. In the 1890's, Henry, George, and Charlie 
Goard were running the Winkeye Mine at the eastern end 

-	 of town near Potosi. 

THE PROPOSED SIERRA CANAL: 
One of the most imaginatively conceived ditch or 

_	 canal systems of early times, i.e., in the early 1870's, in 
Sierra County, was the proposed Sierra Canal, which was 
designed to obtain the major portion of its water from the 
northeastern end of Gold Lake near Haven's Millon Frazer 
Creek, take a course northwest Into Plumas County, and 

-~ then southwest into Sierra County to pass about a mile 
southeast of Table Rock Mountain, and then on down 
southwesterly along Port Wine Ridge to end near Grass 
Flat. Work was begun on this great ditch or canal, which 

~was to bring water to the many diggings along Its course, 
and about four miles of the course was constructed from 
the vicinity of Grass Flat to near Poker Flat. The outline of 
this ditch is clearly seen when descending the precipitous 

- road from near Deadwood down into Poker Flat. It runs 
along the north mountain side of Canyon Creek and 
directly north of Poker Flat. An 1874 map of Charles 
Hendel shows the proposed course of this Sierra Canal. 

Here is a poem about Table Rock that appeared in a 
Mountain Messengerof the 1890's: (Author not indicated) 

TABLE ROCK 

Subline thou standest amid the hills 
That stud thy mighty base around, 

And pourest down thy flashing rills, 
With music in their fitful bound! 

Half hid beneath thy belt of green, 
Still grimly grins the stubborn lock 

The eye of man hath never seen 
Thy bosom treasure, Table Rock! 

A halo crowns thy hoary head 
When day exults o'er shadows dun; 

And on thy rocky brow is shed 
The last smile of the setting sun. 

Like birds the fleecy summer clouds 

Around thy lofty summit flock, 


.A.nd morning rolls the misty shrouds 

O'er thy cold temple, Table Rock. 

The frantic storms may round thee. shriek, 
In wrath upon thy bosom fall, 

Thou laughest back to Pilot Peak 
Unshaken still amid them all! 

And thou mayst stand unshaken still 
Decay and furious tempest mock, 

But man, with steady stroke and wi II, 
Shall pierce thy bosom, Table Rock. 

POTOSI 

Potosi, which was one of the many very active but 
smaller mining settlements of Northern Sierra County was 
located about halt a mile northeast of Howland Flat on the 
South Branch of Slate Creek. As Indicated in the 
foregoing account of the history of Howland Flat, Potosi 
can be regarded as having been the northeastern part of 
Howland Flat. It received its name from the town of San 
Luis Potosi in Mexico that developed out of the discovery 
of extremely rich silver and gold mines in that part of 
Mexico. Mining was begun at PotOSi, as at most of the 
other places in Northern Sierra County, in the early 
1850's. Tunnels into the gravel underneath the flat upon 
which the town rested were run in 1856, and In that year 
the Pittsburg and Hawkeye claims were being worked. In 
1861 the miners of Potosi had trouble keeping the 
diggings free of water, and it required the running of a 
drain tunnel, which took a year, to draw off the water. For 
a time during the construction of this tunnel much of the 
mining activity of the settlement was at a standstill, but 
with its completion the miners returned to work and 
prosperity returned. One of the quartz discoveries In the 
vicinity of Howland Flat and Potosi was by a boy named 
John Russell, who while prospecting on the hili-side 
about half a mile below Howland Flat, came upon what 
appeared to him to be a mass of gold. On further in
vestigation he found it to be a quartz ledge of remarkable 
richness. 

Potosi did not receive its name until 1858. For the 
several years of its prior existence It was considered a part 
of Howland Flat. But just as Potosi sought its in
dependence from Howland F-Iat, so did a small settlement 
known as Ballyhac, which was on the opposite side of the 
creek, i.e., the South Branch of Slate Creek, like to be 
considered separate from Potosi, which later settlement 
considered Ballyhac to be integral with her. 

Mines, other than those mentioned above, at Potosi in 
the early 1860's were: the Benicia Boy claims, which 
adjoined the Pittsburg, and the Nebraska and Lewis Gross 
claims, which were on the opposite side of the creek. In 
1863, the Nebraska company had In operation a large 
overshot water-wheel, which was u-sed to power the 
machinery of the mine, including the work of lifting the 
dirt from a shaft which was being sunk. Grass and 
Company at this time had a tunnel In 700 feet In hard 
rock and were preparing in a short time to break Into the 
channel. The Hawkeye Company cleaned up 136 ounces 
for a week's work in 1862. The M.M. of 5-7-64 reported: 
"The Pittsburg Company at Potosi during the month of 
April, worked up 600 ounces of gold, giving them a 
dividend of $900 to the share. The Hawkeye had a dividend 
of $400 to the share last Saturday for a run of two weeks. 
The Union and other companies are doing finely. 

The Mountain Messenger of January 31 of 1893 
reported on a visit to Potosi, and telis about a water
wheel, invented by Messrs. Fredenburg and George, 
which was used as power for hoisting gravel or ore from 
an incline or shaft. The use of the wheel in the mine of the 
Pittsburg Company at Potosi is described: 
POTOSI: "We were well paid for a visit to the Pittsburg 
claims, and much pleased with our explorations 
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Sawmill with Table Rock Mountain in the Distance 

Probable Location: About, Two Miles West of Howland Flat on the La Porte Side of Slate Creek - Photo about 1900 


Courtesy: Mrs. Jess ie Modglir> 

throughout the diggings, a more particular description of 
which will be given at some future time. The principal 
object of attraction at present about the claims is Messrs, 
Fredenburg and George's New Patent Water Wheel. It is a 
good thing and works to a charm. It is impossible to fairly 
illustrate the machine without an engraving. The wheel is 
24 inches in diameter and 12 inches across the face. Its 
outward surface is turned regular and smooth, and 
presents a solid face with the exception of the apertures 
through which the paddles forming the buckets drop out 
and in, obedient to the laws of gravitation, as the wheel 
revolves. The paddles are plain iron plates, three-fourths 
of an inch thick, ten inches across the face, and nine 
inches deep. The water is conducted by the pipe into an 
iron chute, which encircles one-third the lower part of the 
wheel. In descending, the paddles slip out of the hollow 
arms of the wheel three inches, presenting thirty inches 
face to the force of the water, which has no opportunity of 
escape but through the opposite end of the chute, where 
it is discharged. The shaft of the wheel Is three feet long, 
has a twelve inch mitre wheel, into which two mitre 
wheels on the shaft of the winding drum are thrown, 
revolving it either way, as desired. A rubber safety-valve is 
attached to the hydraulic pipe, so there Is no danger in 
shutting the water off suddenly. The wheel can be 
stopped almost instantly, and acts as regular and 
obedient in its operations as any steam machinery. 

"The incline of the Pittsburg Company Is 226 feet, one 
foot to three grade, double track·; and the wheel Is placed 
at the head of this incline, which Is several hundred feet 
from the mouth of th'e tunnel. The water Is conducted 
from the reservoir a distance of 540 feet, through five-Inch 
iron pipe, passing two elbows, and having In that 
distance a fall of 105 feet. Five Inches of water from the 
reservoir is sufficient to hoist 200 CaT-loads In ten hours. 
The arrangements of the wheel and hoisting apparatus Is 
so simple that a child might manage it. All the advantages 
of this wheel over an engine, in a pOSition like this, are 
difficult of estimation. The wheel will make Sixty 
revolutions and receive the whole force of the water. Ten 
inches of water, with one hundred feet fali, gives ten 
horsepower. Six of these wheels are now running at 
Columbia, Tuolumne County, the place of residence of 
the proprietors. The cost of one Is $500. We venture to say 
that no person will consider his time lost In Inspecting 
this new invention, whether he wishes to purchase or 
not." 

The following excerpts from a long letter to the 
Mountain Messenger by the correspondent "M" which 
appeared in the issue of January 24th of 1863, tells us 
much about what kind of town Potosi was at that time, 
some of its earlier history, as well as much information 
about the mines of the settlement: 
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Howland Flat in the Early 1900's Courtesy : Mrs. Jessie M odg lin 

POTOSI-January 21st, 1863 

-	 EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"Potosi is a mining town that has not been of much 
importance for six years. It possesses rather unique and 

- romantic scenery, lying as it does at the very base and 
between Table Rock, with its castle pillars, and Mt. 
Fillmore .. ...... . "Potosi was so named after the famous 
mine in Mexico, but the name only came into general use 

- in the summer of 1858, before which time it was honored 
by being considered (a part of) Howland Flat . Its mines 
were comprised in creek, bank and brow diggings, some 
of which paid exceedingly well in spots, but never paying 

-	 very largely as a 'camp'. 

"The flat upon which ' the town now stands was tun
neled in 1856, and from $4 to $5 per day obtained, which 
together with a high gravel lying to the north that yielded 

~ 	some big pay and produced some considerable ex
citement and course gold, gave rise to the theory of a 
gravel deposit underneath the mountain. In the same year 
the Pittsburg and Hawkeye claims were located, and the 
Pittsburg immediately commenced a tunnel from the bed 
of the creek. The Company worked for four years, running 
other tunnels, shafts and inclines. While the Pittsburg 
was working, the Hawkeye, with the Pittsburg started a 
drain tunnel, but hard rock made their progress slow. But 
the men succeeded finally In running the tunnel far 
enough to be rewarded by coarse gold that yielded $35 per 

day to the hand. l3ut in June of 1861, the diggings filled 
with water, the drain tunnel being only 900 feet put in and 
lacking 800 feet feet of completion. Another year's work 
extended the tunnel, the water was drained, and again 
Potosi 'looked up'. Above and adjoining the Pittsburg was 
the Benicia Boy Ciaims ...... Other claims, iying above, 
rate high ........ Separated by the creek and opposite are 
the Nebraska and Lewis Gross claims. The former put up 
a large overshot water wheei, complete machinery and 
buildings , and sank their shaft some 50 feet, but have 
suspended work for the winter. Gross and Company are 
now in 700 feet, hard rock, confidently expecting to find 
the ore. 

"The place possesses twelve buildings, of which two 
are meat markets, one hotel, and one saloon ..... . 
Ballyhac, lying on the opposite side of the creek, justly 
belongs to Potosi, and why they persist in isolating 
themselves is a mystery ..... . 

"There are many idle-men here this winter, placed so on 
account of the totai failure of water, and we may not look 
for a much better state of things until the middle of 
March. In the way of amusements we are having a good 
run. Between bails, parties, snow-shoeing, theaters, and 
fiphts, we ail can be accommodated according to our 
various tastes, and make the time pass as circumstances 
permit." 

During the late 1850's and into the 1860's, Potosi grew, 
along with much larger sister town, Howland Flat. A fire 
in eariy 1863 destroyed much of the town, but by May of 
that same year most of the buildings had been replaced by 
better new structures and the town recovered rapidly. In 
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the summerof the year several new buildings, Including a 
livery stable, were added to the twelve existing, among 
which was the fruit store of B.F. Dodge. With these 
additions Potosi took on quite a business appearance. In 
1864 the men of Fredenburg and Company erected a saw
mill 1hat was water-powered, to supply lumber for flumes 
and dwellings of Potosi and vicinity. 

Here from the issues of 7-18-63, 5-7-64 and 7-30-64 of 
the Mountain Messenger is news of Potosi, mainly about 
mining: M.M. 7-18-63: "The Nebraska Company, at 
Potosi, struck gravel in their shaft last Saturday and got a 
fair prospect. The bed of gravel Is very thin, and Is sup
posed to be on the rim rock where they struck It. There are 
strong indications of a regular channel, and the 
shareholders are much encouraged. Their shaft Is east of 
the creek, and the first which has reached the lead on that 
side. The claims about this place and Howland Flat are all 
doing well, so far as we have heard, paying regularly 
about the same from week to week and from month to 
month. Several new houses have been put up this 
season...... " 

M.M. 3-12-64: "In the way of mining we are doing 
something. The town can only boast of two companies In 
successful operation -- the Pittsburg and the Hawkeye -
the former continues to pay, and the latter, ditto. The 
Hawkeye are taking out some fine dirt. They have had a 
great deal of embarassment on account of 'bad air', but 
now have a connection with the Pittsburg that gives both 
companies an uninterrupted current of pure air..... The 
tunnel Just opposite to the Pittsburg, owned by Lewis, 
Gross, and Company, is now In some eleven hundred 
feet, in hard blasting rock. Here Is exemplified what the 
indomitable will of one man can accomplish. Since 1856 
they have been picking away at this tunnel, often making 
no more than three feet per week, for two shifts of two 
men each, and still the work goes on, supported, mainly 
by one man, as it has been since commencement. Lewy 
Gross is deserving of a fortune; may he get It. 

"The Nebraska, lying above, are contemplating 
resuming work the coming summer. They have a shaft 
down some one hundred feet, from which they ran a 
tunnel back and found themselves 'too high'. The shaft 
will be deepened and a new tunnel run, when you may 
expect a notice of a good claim. They have good 
machinery and good buildings. 

"Our business men, though few, wear smiling faces. 
Dickenson, who knows what the boys desire, and 'can 
keep a saloon', is fairly patronized in the billiard line and 
bar by those who can use without abusing, Our friend 
Lucas of the hotel, looks cheerily and rubs his hands In 
ecstatic glee as he views his long line of choice boarders 
who never miss a meal nor eat what they don't want. 
Sibley, of peanut fame, attends to the wants of the people 
in the confectionery line. An occasional 'hop' furnishes 
the amusement for the town, and they do say we can get 
up to perfection. One thing certain, there are some here 
famed in that line. II 

M.M. 5-7-64: POTOSI: "The Monumental Mining 
Company are about starting to open their claims, and 
have advertised for proposals to let a contract for timbers, 
and sinking a shaft. This claim adjoins the Pittsburg. The 
Empire, which adjoins the Monumental, will also com
mence operations, and the Nebraska Is expected to follow 
suit. The success of these three claims will make things 
still more lively, and build up no mean rival to Its fair 
sister town, Howland Flat. There are already at this place 
two saloons, a good hotel (by Messrs. Lucas and Bayly), a 
livery stable, kept by Mr. Seth Dickenson, and quite a 
number of pleasantly located private dwellings." 

EDITOR MESSENGt::R: 
"With the thermometer standing at 82 we have a 

swelting reminder that summer Is upon us. We don't 
complain of the effect on vegetation, but we, as well as 
those living in agricultural districts, feel the drought full 
as sensibly. Water, the philosopher's stone of the miner, 
is fast drying up, and we are looking with interest and 
alarm as our 'inches' of water are being daily gobbled up 
into thin air. At no time last year was the water so low as 
at the present time, and we have not yet approximated the 
apex of dryness ........ . 

"An Incident occurred here this afternoon whereby a 
Mr. Riechart came very nearly losing his life. A drove of 
cattle were being driven through the town, and one, a 
Spanish steer, became stubborn and would not go as 
directed, but after sundry retreating movements ran 
between the butcher shop and a cabin and there halted. 
The man driving, who was on horseback, requested Mr. 
Riechart to go around and turn the steer Into the street. 
No sooner did Rlechart turn the corner In sight of the 
infuriated ox than did he dart for him striking him In the 
back and throwing him to the ground and against a small 
tree with tremendous force. Most fortunately the steer's 
horns were far apart and passed on either side of 
Riechart's body, merely scraping the skin from his arms 
where the horns passed. Mr. Rlechart's bruises are quite 
severe and are painful but not dangerous." 

TERRIBLE ACCIDENT 

On-January 19th of 1880, four men lost their lives in 
an accident which occurred In the shaft of the Bonanza 
Mining Company's mine at PotosI. The Mountain 
Messenger of January 24th of the year gave the following 
accou nt of the accident: 

FOUR MEN KILLED IN A SHAFT 

"On Monday last, January 19th, one of those terrible 
accidents incident to the business of mining, occurred in 
the shaft of the Bonanza Mining Company at Potosi near 
Howland Flat, in this county, by which three men were 
suffocated, and a fourth lost his life by a fall . We are 
indebted to Isaac Thatcher for the following particulars: 

"The Bonanza shaft when completed will be about 
500 feet deep. Work has been prosecuted from below by 

House at Howland Flat - Photo 1970 
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raising and from above by sinking. The working parties 
were supposed to be quite near each other, so near In fact 
that the persons employed In raising had quit work fearing 
that those above would blast through the few feet which 
separated the workings. On the afternoon of the 19th the 
shift working from the top put a hole down fourteen feet 
deep and loaded it with twenty sticks of giant powder, 
thinking , to break through to the shaft below. After the 
charge had been exploded, Chas. McDonald went down in 
the bucket to ascertain In what execution had been done. 
When the tub was near the bottom he called to those at 
the windlass to holst, which they did, but had raised only 
a few feet when they became aware that MoDonald had 
fallen out. As no answer could be got to repeated calls, 
the bucket was rapidly raised and Wm. Lucas, a young 
man about 21 years of age, went down to try and bring 
McDonald up. After he reached the bottom nothing was 
heard from him. Geo. Rolf was lowered Into the depths, 
but like the first two , did not-return. Long before this It 
had become certain that powder gas or bad air had suf
focated those who had gone down, yet another was 
willing to hazard his life to try and save some of those 
who were below. Chas. Hughes, recently from I=orest 

City, stepped into the bucket and wa~ lowered aVjay tl1tO 
the horrible depth, lashed to the rope. By this time, It Is 
supposed, the gas had become dissipated so that a man 
could live. He found the three men who had preceded him 
dead at the bottom. Finding that he could remain he 
unfastened the rope from his own body and tying It 
around the dead men they were raised to the surface. 
After this was done he started up himself, but when he 
was up some 50 feet the windlass got out of Its bearings 
and he was preCipitated to the bottom, breaking both his 
legs and otherwise injuring him so that he cannot live. 
Thus two men went to what proved certain death In thelf 
efforts to save a companion while the fourth In his efforts 
to get the bodies of those who had gone before, was 
dashed to pieces. It is many years since we have been 
called upon to chronicle the details of so many deaths at 
one time in this vicin ity. Before our next Issue we shall 
probably have more minute particulars, and probably an 
explanation of the reason of two men going down Into 
what they must have known was bad air without tak ing the 
precaution to lash themselves to the rope. We Infer that 
the men suffocated by gas generated by the explosion of 
such a large amount of giant powder." 

.. ....................•••.•
~ 

FOOTNOTES 

(6) 	 This estimate of the population of Howland Flat and of Its 
vicinity was formed from a statement In an article prepared by 
the Editor of the Sierra Democrat following a visit to the 
northern part of Sierra County. The article appeared In the 
May 23rd of 1863 issue of the newspaper. 

(7) 	 The reader is referred to the Chapter In this volume titled : 
"A Brief History of the Formation of Sierra County" for an 
account of the efforts to form a new county, which It was 
proposed would be composed of the northern part of Sierra 
County and sections of Plumas and Yuba counties, and 
"perhaps a part of Butte County". 

(6) 	 When hydraulicking or ground sluicing was carried on at 
night in the diggings --- as it was when two or three shifts 
were working --- the diggings were Illuminated by burning 
pine knots , heavy with pitch , In a metal container or 
"baskets" which were made of strips of metal riveted to form 
a lattice-type structure, which permitted the ashes to fall 
through . Some of these metal "baskets" had a long spike 
attached which was pushed into the ground so as to support 
the burning pitch knots . One such "basket" Is to be seen In 
the Museum at Downieville . 

(9) 	 This spelling of a family name (Koska) as It appeared In an 
account of this fire in an issue of the Mountain Messenger, 
may be in error. The reference could be to the Cosker family . 

(10) 	 The balance of this long letter of "Wingate" to the 
Mountain Messenger, which gives information about some of 
the mines of Howland Flat and vicinity, Is Included further on 
in this history of Howland Flat. 

(11) 	 The author's paternal grandparents, Michael Sr. and 
Catherine Sinnott, made their home with their family for 
many years at Howland Flat, living there until their respective 
deaths in 1908 and 1909. They are burled In the Catholic 
Cemetery at Howland Flat, where there are a number of 
graves which are still surrounded by beautiful , heavy, 
wooden fences with metal bars , wh ich have surv ived many 
winters of being buried under many feet of snow . 

Michael Sinnott, the author's grandfather, came to 
California from County Wexford In Ireland In the early 1850's, 
and was In the gold fields , two places being Grass Valley and 
Nevada City. He returned to Ireland within a year or two 
where he married Catherine Keating, and returned to 
California via Panama In 1854, and went directly to Poker Flat 
In Northern Sierra County where they lived for several years 
Into the 1860's. In the middle 1860's the Sinnotts had a home 
on lower Goodyears Creek, for the Great Register of 1866 of 
the county contains the name of Michael Sinnott. The family 
moved from Goodyears Creek to the mining camp of Fir Cap 
near Fir Cap near Fir Cap Mountain , where one of the 
daughters was born, but continued to return to a home on 
Goodyears Creek for the w inters. The family moved to 
Howland Flat In 1873. 

Children of the family were : Annie, Frances, Theresa, 
Mary, Michael , and Rlcl;lard . Michael, the author's father, 
worked in many of the mines of Howland Flat and vicinity, 
and of the "Over North" area. He was married to Miss Ida 
Aikim Vollmar of Down ieville In 1900 at Downieville, and 
soon after moved to Downieville, where he made his home 
and worked for many years In the mines of the Downieville 
area. He became noted as a skilled maker of fine snOWShoes , 
fashion ing hundreds of pa irs through the years Into the late 
1930' s. 

(12) 	 In runn ing a tunnel, as further ground Is taken from the 
face of the tunnel in ground which requires t imbering, a 
prel iminary or " false" set of t imbers Is Installed to prevent 
caving . When a sufficient distance, l.e ., usually at least six 
feet, of additional tunnel has been run , a permanent set of 
timbers replaces the false or temporary set . The false set 
supports the spiling 9r lagging, pieces of which are driven 
ahead with a sledgehammer to "catch up" the top and side
walls of the tunnel as the earth is removed . The permanent 
set of timbers -- (a set consists of two posts and a cap) --
are then placed in pOSition at the ends of the lagging or 
spiling . The operation is repeated as the tunnel continues to 
be run . 

(13) 	 See the Chapter on : "The History of Gibsonville" for 
more complete accounts of these two accidents. 
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History of Gibsonville 

The site of Gibsonville, which was one of the larger 
of several of the numerous early mining towns of Northern 
Sierra County, is located eight miles northeast of La Porte 
at the ju~tion of two roads, one of which leads to 
Quincy, and the other to Johnsville, both In Plumas 
County. Just beyond Delahunty's Lake ... a lake now 
known also as Pilot Lake .. a mile and a half northeast of 
Gibsonville at Whiskey Diggings --- a road to Howland 
Flat branches to the south. It appears that at the time of 
the height of its mining industry, Gibsonville proper had a 
population of about 700, (14) with several hundred more 
living within a mile radius of the town. According to an 
account related by Owen C. Coy (15), following is the 
manner in which Gibsonville received its name: 

During the early summer of 1850, Captain Sears, 
while prospecting in the mountains of Yuba County, 
found gold on a flat near the ridge between the Yuba and 
Feather rivers. A man named Gibson, with a company of 
men, hearing that Sears had struck it rich, offered to act 
as an escort to the Sears Party to the new diggings. It was 
agreed by the two parties that Sears and his men were to 
receive $100 each and Sears himself two claims in the new 
diggings for his part in disclosing their location. In this 
manner began the mining operation on Sear's Ridge. 

Gibson was a very active man and did scouting on his 
own initiative and soon discovered that on another ad
jacent ridge there were gold deposits as valuable as those 
on Sear's Ridge. Without public announcement he 
established himself at a place which was to become the 
towr, of Gibsonville, and soon afterward began working a 
mine at Secret Ravine a few miles south and west of the 
place. Gibsonville developed rapidly and became with St. 
Louis the next two largest towns of Northern Sierra 
County --- being exceeded in size by only Howland Flat 
and La Porte. 

An estimate of the size of Gibsonville can be obtained 
from the following list of businesses of the town in the 
early 1860's: The town had in those years 6 dry goods 
stores, 4 hotels, 3 saloons, a livery stable, a tobacco 
store, a brewery, a jeweler's shop, an express office, 2 
blacksmith's shops, a butcher shop, a doctor, a lawyer, a 
Community Hall, a Masonic Lodge, an Odd Fellows Hall 
and a Postoffice. In neighboring Newark there were 3 
clothing and general provisions stores, 3 hotels, 3 

saloons, and a tobacco store. 
Here from the Sierra Democrat of January 29th of 1859, 

and the Mountain Messengers of 7-19-62,12-20-62,12-27
63 and 12-24-64, are excerpts from articles, which give 

. informatioo; principally about operating mines of Gib
sonville and vicinity. The list of the mines given in the 
S.D. of 1-9-59, considering that It does not comprise all of 
the mines of the vicinity, is imposing: 

GIBSONVILLE 
January17,1859 

Editor Democrat: 
"A fabulously rich deposit of gold has been 

discovered in one of the tributaries of Whiskey Creek. 
Putnam and Christian are the fortunate finders. The 
region round about having been mostly taken up previous 
to thfs discovery, a great amount of jumping, quarreling, 
and gassing is now the order of the day. Big law-suits 
loom in the distance. 

"It is confidently believed by those who are posted, 
that th is will prove the richest gold region in the State ---
and prospects seem to justify the beliet. Every tunnel that 
has yet got through to gravel, has yielded prospects to 
warrant the outlay necessary to working a large number of 
hands, fitting up, etc. Nothing can be done till Spring 
opens and water comes. Then this will be an excellent 
place for men who want to work at $4 per day. 

"Politics is at a low ebb. It seems as though there 
was not a corporal's guard to be found here of the 
Lecompton army. Douglas stock ranges high, with no 
prospect of a depreciation. The President's tariff policy is 
looked upon with some suspicion, and not much favor. 
The removal of the Little Giant (Stephen Douglas) from the 
Committee on Territories is the mark of a great mind in 
some quarter, isn't it? 

"Your paper does not reach this place with any 
regularity at all. What is the Matter? See to it. 

Yours, NONNAC 

The Democrat is put regularly and promptly in the 
Express Office. What prevents its reaching Gibsonville we 
can not divine. The package starts by the Pioneer Ex
press, and should go from Marysville by Everts, Wilson 
and Company and Muma and Company. EDITOR 
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VIEW OF GlnSO~VILLE. Co urtesy: Ca lifornia State Library 
An 1856 lithograph of Gibsonville 

GIBSONVILLE 
January24,1859 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT : 
"THE MINES AND MINING : Rich in the 

precious metal as the Gibsonville neighborhood for more 
than eight years has been known to be, at no time since 
its first settlement have the prospects of a golden future 
for the miner been so flattering as at the present ..... The 
following list embraces most of the mining companies 
engaged in tunnel operations in the immediate vicinity of 
Gibsonville and Mt. Pleasant, and the number of men at 
present employed in each : 

Wilkins & Co ....... 5 men 

Robert Jacks & Co ...... 5 

Delahunty & Co .. .... ... . 8 

Powers & Spencer. .... .. 3 

Pen haven Co .......... ..... 11 

Pennsylvania Co .. ....... . 4 

Diana Tunnel Co ... ...... 4 

Clark & Co ............ ..... . 4 

Brandenburgh & Co ... . 4 

Walton & Co ............... 3 

Swain & Co ........... .... . 6 

Manghan & Co .... .. ..... 2 

Henry Martin '& Co ... 4 

Brock & Co ... ......... .. ... 2 

Hass & Ce . ............. ..... 6 

Goodman & Co ...... ..... 4 

Comstock & Co .. .. .. .... 3 


Featherston & Co ......... 4 

Robert Wash & Co ........ 6 

Mason & Co .. ..... .. ..... .. .. 4 

Sierra Co .... .......... .. ....... 6 

Big Seven Co ................ . 6 

Voight & Co ......... .. .... .. 2 

Jackson, Stone & Co .... 4 

Rooney & Co ........ .. ..... 3 

Bed -Rock Co ..... .. ... ..... . 4 

Sutterfield & Co .... ....... 4 

Jobson & Co .... ..... ....... 3 

Kimball & Co ..... ... ...... . 4 

Rutherford & Co .. ........ 2 

Deemance & Co .... ........ 4 

Forbes & Co ... ... .. .. ... ... . 4 

Day & Co .. .. ......... .. ...... 4 

Laswell & Co ........ ....... . 5 (16) 


" Most of the companies in the foregoing list have out 
large quantities of drift dirt, and it Is confidently believed 
that the share-holders will realize from eight to twenty 
dollars per day to the hand for all labor done. .. .. As soon 
as water comes, nearly or quite three times the number of 
hands above enumerated will be required to work the 
tunnel diggings alone.. ... The number of sluicing claims 
in this vicinity, upon which very little is now being done or 
can be done at this season of the years, Is about equal to 
that of the tunnel claims already mentioned.. .... "Several 
buildings were put up during the past Fall, and several are 
now in process of erection, despite the Inclemency of the 
season, which would be highly creditable to more 
pretending villages than Gibsonville. .. ... "As to hotels --
we have the North Star, which is under the management 
of Messrs . McCartney and Grace, and the Mountain 
Cottage, favorably known to the public since the earliest 
recollections of that venerable person , 'the oldest 
inhabi tant ', and which is under the management 01 
Messrs. Hough and Schoemaker, the proprietors. In the 
North Star building is a commodious hall, the head
quarters of the 'Gibsonville Blues', the members of which 
meet twice a week for drill. In the same hall the 'Boys Club 
of Practical Jokers' congregates. The Establishment is 
admirably kept and deserves well of the public. 
The Mountain Cottage has recently undergone a process 
of complete renovation. An additional story has been put 
upon it, and all the old apartments newly burnished up." 

ALTURAS 
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Onion Valley 

M.M. 7-19-62: GIBSONVILLE 

"This old mining camp is still flourishing as the 
report of its mining interests will show. There are a few 
old claims being worked herewhich pay but small wages; 
but all the others appear to be doing well ---- some of 
them indeed , outdoing the palmy days of the old town. 
The tunnel of the Mount Pleasant claims is now in 1,500 
feet. The proprietors have been taking out some $400 per 
month, over expenses, to the one-eighth share, and have 
twelve men at work. The Blue Tunnel Company are doing 
extremely well, averaging $100 a week to the man. Other 
claims are doing splendidly , and the story of their riches 
would raise a whilwlnd of excitement if they were as far 
distant as Cariboo, instead of in the staid old town of 
Gibsonville. A one-sixteenth share in the Mount Pleasant 
claim sold a few days since for $3 ,400, and another 
sixteenth for a trifle less . . .. . The Enterprise Company, 
who are working fifteen men, have averaged an ounce a 
day to the hand through the season ..... The Peter Moore 
claims cleaned up about six weeks ago, after a winter's 
run , and averaged $6 a day to the hand through the 
season ..... W illiam Gaines and Dan White are sinking a 
shaft and prospecting on the Feather River side of the 
ridge, a couple of miles from Gibsonville, near the old 
road between Onion and Grass valleys, where they have 
discovered blue gravel of the same character as Is found 
in the old claims on the Gibsonville side of the ridge, 
which has given rise to considerable excitement, and at 
least a hundred claims are already taken up. The discovery 
was made only a week ago last Saturday, and a ditch Is 

about 1913 Court esy: Mrs. Margaret Wiltsh ire 

already commenced. A hundred men, It Is said, will soon 
be at work there. The range Is extensive, reaching some 
four miles. 

"A few days ago a blatant secessionist, while pouring 
?ut his vials of wrath on 'old Abe' and loyalties generally, 
In a saloon In Gibsonville, In the presence of a naturalized 
citizen, was knocked down by the latter and only escaped 
after getting a pair of very black eyes ... " 

M.M . 12-20-62: GI BSONVILLE 
December 1862 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
" .....The miners in these parts have got out 

large piles of d irt, and unless it rains very soon, many of 
the best companies will have to suspend operations for 
want of room to work, as most, if not all, have got thejr 
dump yards full of the rich gold-bearing dirt. We have a 
great many rich tunnel diggings in this township, which 
comprises the four districts of Gibsonville, Mount 
Pleasant , Newark and Hepsldam, which together probably 
employ constantly about two hundred men, working both 
day and night. If they could have water for about two 
weekS, then they would employ quite as many more . 
Business of every kind here is quite dull, and will remain 
so until the g littering oro is being washed out. 

"In Gibsonville last week, one-fourth Interest in the 
Pen Haven Company's claims sold for $2,600 dollars 
cash. About twelve months ago the same Interest was 
sold for $900 . The Qreat fright occas ioned by the ap
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pearance of smallpox in our midst has pretty much died 
_ away, there having been no new cases for several days. 

There have been in all about twelve cases in Gibsonville, 
most of them very light. None of the patients, I believe, 
have been pitied at all." 

_ CLAUDIUS 

M.M. 12-27-62 : 	 GIBSONVILLE 
December 24th, 1862 

'EDITOR MESSENGER: 
........ Rain is all that is needed in these parts 

to give us plenty of the needful. All the cry is 'water', 
- 'water'. Water is the all essential in this community. It 

stops interest on money, and pays debts of every 
description. In fact , if it was not for water the wheels of 
government in Gibsonville would be clogged, and king 

- commerce left standing still . 
"In giving you the names of the different mining 

camps in this Township in my last, I forgot to mention 
two of the most important ones, viz : Last Chance and 

- Pigtail Ranch. The first is situated between the Mountain 
Spring House and Gibsonville; the last-named, between 
Mount Pieasant and Newark .. .. . . Pigtail Ranch is a great 
place for snow , which is supposed to fall deeper in that 

- - location than in any other in this vicinity. It is the most 
ancient mining location in all this vast mining district..... 

"Dealing in mining claims has got to be quite a 
lucrative business in our vi llage. Last Thursday one-fourth 

- of four shares in the Pittsburg claims sold for $8,000 

cash .. ... And on Friday an eighth interest in the Blue 
Tunnel claims sold for $5 ,000 cash .. , .. We have plenty of 
such claims in our township,and some better ones too . 

"Lawsuits in the District Court from here are 
becoming quite a common thing . Two have been com
menced within a few days past. One is Squires vs Squires 
for the possession of a mining claim, another Vase vs 
Delahaunty , damages laid at $10,000 , for striking a blow," 

CLAUDIUS 

GIBSONVILLE 
December 1864 

EDITORS MESSENGER : 
" . .. . First I will tell you what everybody 

knows----we have got water. Yes, our prayers have been 
answered , the windows of heaven have been opened , and 
we have water in abundance all the way from Gibson 
Creek to the mountains of Hepsidam..... 

"The North American Company have only washed a 
few days, without c leaning up their bottom , yet have 
taken up over two hundred ounces . The Phoenix Company 
are washing with two heads of water , one upon the dump 
pile, and one in the wash-house .. . .. The Gem Company 
are washing , with good prospects , keep ing up their 
reputation of having one of the best claims in the county , 
Mr. A . Bona is running the old Swift-Sure tunnel back into 
the hill in hopes of striking the main lead . The Nevada 
boys are taking it out by the pans full. The Old Boston 
claims have no dirt to wash, having had water all Summer. 
They recently took out one hundred and thirty ounces in 

Ruins of Wells Fargo Office at Gibsonville - Photo: Probably !arly 1900's 
Courtesy: Califo rnia State libr&rY 
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two weeks from the labor of four men .... The claims at 
Mount Pleasant are washing up as well as usual. The 
Union Company have been running their tunnel across a 
sink, have again struck the bed-rock and are getting good 
prospects. The Keystone Company, so long laboring 
under difficulties, are now working some of the richest 
dirt in the county..... 

"Our old resident Dr. J .M. Mussey, has returned to 
Gibsonville, where he will be happy to wait upon the sick 
and afflicted . All is quiet upon Slate Creek. We have had 
nary a fight in town for the last three weeks, and but little 
fighting talk .. .... " STEEL PEN 

The following article, which was entered in the 
Mountain Messenger, speaks of fine prospects of copper 
in the Gibsonville-Newark area: 

"GIBSONVILLE AND NEWARK COPPER: "We recently 
took a jaunt about the supposed 'copper fields' of Gib
sonville and Newark, and were pleased with the numerous 
indications of extensive lodes at both places, the only 
company organized and at work is the Grey Eagle, whose 
ledge is located at Mt. Pleasant, Gibsonville. Their shaft 
was down 56 feet and is on the lode, showing a vein of 
nearly solid mineral from five to six inches in thickness, 
which is increasing. The ore is very finegrained and 
supposed to be rich in sulphurets of copper, with a 
mixture of silver. Nearer the surface the ore possesses a 
yellow hue, somewhat resembling bell-metal. Upon a 
thorough test of this sheet of mineral depends, we think, 
the success of the Eagle Company .. 

"The croppings of the Newark ledge, which crosses 
the ravine just above Messrs. Gottig and Shoeman's store, 
are decomposed talc, or soft bed rock, such as is readily 
worked with a pick without blasting. It contains a bronze
like deposit of native copper, disseminated through the 
rocks in delicate sheets and fine particles. By the aid of 
nitric acid a knife blade is readily coppered by these 
croppings. Ounce nuggets of pure copper have been 
repeatedly found in the hydraulic diggings crossed by this 
ledge. 

"On the Wh iskey Diggings branch of Slate Creek, 
between Second and Third Ravines, near Gibsonville, 
there are croppings 30 feet in width, indicating a copper 
ledge running north and south, with a gradual dip to the 
west. From the bearings of this ledge we should Judge It 
would cross the Table Rock ridge in the neighborhood of 
Potosi, at which place a similar strata of rock, prolific 
with particles of native copper, has been cut through by a 
bed rock tunnel. Native copper has been found In all the 
tunnels crossing the course of the Slate Creek ledge at 
Mt. Pleasant, but none of them have been run low enough 
to strike the solid ledge. The value of these copper in
dications we are unable to estimate, our observation and 
knowledge of such formations being very limited." 

A TRAGEDY AT THE SLATE CREEK HOUSE: 

In the early 1850's a wayside house, known as the 
Slate Creek House, was established nearthe head of Slate 
Creek about three miles northeast of Gibsonville. Here 
travelers could get a night's lodging and a meal. The place 
in 1852 was being conducted by a Mr. Dunbar who em
ployed a cook by the name of Fillmore. In that year the 
place became the scene of a murder. 

Dunbar was missed from his business for several days 
and upon inquiry, Fillmore indicated that he had left to 
buy supplies . A month or more went by and Dunbar did 
not return ---- Fillmore carrying on the business ---

whereupon suspicions developed that harm had come to 
Dunbar and that Fillmore was involved . Fillmore was 
taken into custody, appeared before a Justice in Gib
sonville, but as evidence was insufficient to hold him , he 
was discharged. 

It happened one day in the winter that a guest at the 
House in going hunting one day, and paSSing through the 
corral of the place, stepped on some ground which sunk 
beneath his weight. The earth was removed and the body 
of Dunbar was uncovered . Fillmore was again arrested, a 
trial held, he was found guilty, and sentenced to be 
hanged. Fillmore, fearful of death, made a confession in 
which he stated that two men named Thomas Parks and 
Harry Miller, were the real murderers, but that the deed 
had been committed in his presence, and that he had 
nothing more to do with the murder other than helping to 
bury the body. The three men were brought to trial and all 
were found guilty of murder in the first degree, the 
sentence being death by hanging. They were taken up a 
hill where Fillmore was hanged from the first tree found 
suitable, Parks was hanged from another tree a little 
further on, and a stop was made at a third suitable tree 
where Miller was hanged. The bodies were allowed to 
hang through the night, but in the morning a group of men 
came to the scene and buried the bodies of the three men 
near the places where they had been hanged . 

Douglas Fir Tree in the Cemetery of Gibsonville which was 

Struck and Shattered by Lightning in 1967 - Photo 1970 


Following is a short article about the Slate Creek 
House which appeared in the Mountain Messenger of 
October 11th of 1862: "The proprietor of this stand are 
eccentric landlords. They furnish the best kind of meals 
i~ an out-of-the-way place near the very summit 'of th~ 
Sierra N~vada R~nge,. at the valley price, 50 cents per 
meal. ThiS ranch IS a frne one, and will prove exceedingly 
valuable upon the opening of the Beckwith Pass Road. 
Messrs. West and Yates intend keeping a large dairy next 
season, when they will be able to furnish many of their 
mountain neighbors with an article of fresh butter 
superior to any we have tasted from the valleys" 

In the middle 1850's, Patrick Hanley was the proprietor 
of the North Star Hotel at Gibsonville and was succeeded 
by Mr. McCartney and Mt. Grace in 1859. In the late 
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1850's , Hough and Shoemaker were the proprietors of the 
\I1ountain Cottage Hotel. In the early 1860's, Doc Brewster 
md the Walter Bros. were operating a pack train from the 
'lower country" to Gibsonville and way points . In 1863, 
J.P. Wharton purchased Ford's Express and had his 
)rincipal office at Gibsonville, with his route extending to 
_a Porte, Jamison City, Hopkins and Poorman's creeks, 
'Jelson Point, and Richmond Hill. 

In 1862 and 1863 the people of Gibsonville and Newark 
oined with the people of the other communities of the 
irea in efforts to have a wagon road built from La Porte via 
Jamison Creek and Johnsville to connect with the Beck
Nourth Pass Road. They were successful, and work was 
Jegun in June of 1863. In 1870 a petition was presented to 
'he County Board of Supervisors requesting that a road be 
)uilt connecting Gibsonville with Howland Flat. The 
3stimated cost of this road was $1,500. 

Following are excerpts from the Sierra Democrat of 
~pril 5th of 1859, and the Mountain Messenger of May 
9th, 16th and September 2nd of 1863, and the M.M. of 
May 7th of 1864, which afford information about several 
3.spects of the life of Gibsonville in those years: 

GIBSONVILLE 
April 4,1859 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
.. . ...AII is excitement here at this time about 

the division of the county, (17) and the only great dif 
ficulty seems to be whether we have a sufficient number of 
patriotic men who are willing to sacrifice their personal 
interests to serve the dear people. Such a spirit of 
nagnanimity seems to prevail, however, that It will be 
rather difficult to locate the county seat. La Porte would 
?erhaps take it if neither St. Louis, Pine Grove, nor 
.... ibsonville wants it.. ... . 

"No local news of any Importance. Times have been 
:ind are still very dull, and it seems that water never will 
;ome ... . We have now about twelve feet of snow. Old 
nhabitants say that we have had the heaviest storms this 
"linter, that have ever been known to the white settlers . 
·here have been several men lost In this region, one of 
{hom is well known in the vicinity of Downieville. He was 
nown by the name of 'Red Charley', a German. 

"Politics runs pretty high, and It seems hard for us to 
ecide who we will have for President ..... ' 

E.F.S. 

I.M . 5-9-63 GIBSONVILLE 
May 6, 1863 

)ITOR MESSENGER: 
"The weather is fine and water plentiful in our quiet 

d beautiful village. Spring -- lovely spring -- is upon us, 
d the miner has already commenced to reap the reward 
his labors , and the shining oro is now becoming quite 
mtiful. Everything begins to wear a business aspect; 
~rchants are smiling, and the miner looks contented; 

hotels are full of honest boarders, and their lords are 
3erful and happy. There is not an idlet to be seen on our 
3ets from morning to night . ... .. .. . 

"On Saturday, May 3, Doc Brewster's passenger train 
de its first appearance In Gibsonville, and was hailed 
ill as a messenger of great convenience to this place. It 

followed on Sunday by the Walters and Bro. pack 
n, and again by the Doc's train, which Is Intended to 
(e daily trips . 
;'Most all of the tunnel claims In and about this place 

have paid as well as their owners antiCipated, while some 
of them have paid enormously. Amongst the latter claims 
are the Blue Tunnel Company's (situated on Gibson 
Creek) Mount Pleasant, Levi Day, Penn Haven, and Dr. 
Porter's. Indeed every one who has a mining claim here 
has a fortune if he will but work it. ... . . " 

" 'Greenbacks' are dOing something in the way of 
business, but as a general thing, 'metallic currency' Is all 
the go among the honest miners of this place ...... 

CLAUDIUS 

M.M. 5-16-63 GIBSONVILLE May 10, 1863 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 


" . . . . . .. Some of our tunnels continue to pay largely. 
The Blue Tunnel Company made their second clean up 
last week, having something over six thousand dollars. 
The Pennhaven Company cleaned up about seven 
thousand dollars...... The richest pan of dirt that I have 
heard of for some time was taken out of the Mount 
Pleasant claims In this place today. It was taken off the 
bed rock and not selected, but just shoveled Into the pan, 
and when washed It yielded $23.73 ... . . " 

"We are going to have a meeting In the Town Hall here 
on Monday for the purpose of organizing a Union League. 
Gibsonville boasts of having more Union men and fewer 
Copperheads in proportion to the number of votes cast 
than any other town in Sierra County.... . . " 

CLAUDIUS 

M.M . 9-2-63 : GIBSONVILLE : "Some of the claims about 
this old camp have maintained their former reputation, 
but others have done less than usual. One copper and one 
quartz ledge are being opened, but with no definite results 
as yet. The sawmill company contemplate moving one of 
their mills to Reese River before long. They have the only 
shingle machine we have seen in the county.. .. . During a 
run of ten hours it Is capable of turning out from thirty to 
forty thousand well finished shingles, cut smooth with 
the grain. A pair of valuable saddle horses belonging to 
the livery stable here have been missing a week or two, 
and are supposed to be stolen . Gerlchten has sold the 
brewery to Mr. Hanny, and Intends soon to visit Europe 
and his friends In Germany. Newhouse and Scheellne, 
having sold out their flourishing business here, Intend 
going to Boise River." 

M.M . 5-7-64: 
GIBSONVILLE: "The diggings at this place are mostly 
drift-worked , and have been among the richest In the 
county, but this year some of them have been nearly a 
failure , while others have paid little better than wage~. 
Fortunately the claims at Mt. Pleasant, nearby, have done 
remarkably well . .. . . " 

"Mr. Cl inton Shane, the popular and well known 
writing teacher, has classes at this place and Newark. We 
gave him a call one evening and were astonished at the 
proficiency of his pupils . . . . " 

LODGES: 
On July 26th of 1862, Grand Master William C. 

Belcher granted a dispensation for the establishment of a 
Masonic Lodge at Gibsonville, and a Charter was Issued 
on May 14, 1863, with the title of: Gibsonville Lodge No. 
158. Officers and members were : Michael Rutledge, 
W.M . ; William W . Sim, S.W.; Amos G. Cole, J.W.; 
Matthew Maughn, Treas.; David T. Bush, Sect; John 
Corbett , S.D.; Wm. L. Puntin, J .D. ; James P. Guthrie, 
Tyler. Master Masons: Samuel T. Anderson, James E. 
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Center of Gibsonville, View Northeast - Photo about 1913 

Courtesy: Mrs. Margaret Wiltshire 

Berry, Henry Bottcher, Charles Burr, Robert Francis 
Andrew Grunsell, Chas. Hagemann, Carlos D. Jillson: 
Abel McFarland, George W. Swain, Joseph H. Walters. 
Fellow ~rafts: John F. Schultz, Walter Spell. Entered 
Apprentices: B . Calligan, Charles O. McQuesten. 

At a regular meeting of the Lodge held on December 
5th of 1864 the following officers were Installed: Abel 
McFarland, W.M.; C.O. McQuesten, S.W. ; J.P. Guthrie, 
J .W.; M. Maughn, Treas.; Robert Francis, Sect.; J.D. 
Downing, S.D.; C.D. Jillson, J.D. and Augustine Hosmer, 
Tyler. 

In 1898 there were thirty-two Master Masons on the 
roll, with the following Officers and Past Masters: Of
ficers: Francis M. Spencer, W.M.; Robert Foster, S.IfT; 
Philip H. Fraser, J .W.; Elias G. Squier, Sect.; Jacob S. 
Gouid, S.D.: Henry G. Reed, J.D.; Hector Forbes, 
Marshall; George Fisher, James Waterworth, Stewards; 
John Wiegand, Tyler. Past Masters: Abel McFarland, 
Roderick Sutherland, Elias G. Squier, Benjamin J. 
Sammons, Jacob S. Gould, August Holtz, John Wiegand, 
Francis M. Spencer. 

The only charter member on the roll in 1898 was Abel 
McFarland, several changing their place of residence and 
becoming members of other Lodges. Many of the Meikle 
family were members of this Gibsonville Lodge, including 
Peter R., P.M.; Lorenzo S., P.M.; Donaid, William and 
Adam. 

In July of 1863 the following were elected officers of 
Pilot Peak Lodge No. 91, 1.0.0 .F. in a meeting at Gib
sonville: William Kimball, N.G . ; Robert Francis, V.G.; 

E.N. Wheeler, Sect.; Chas. R. Spencer, Treasurer. For 
1864 the officers were: Robert FranCis, N.G.; M.A. 
Knapp, V.G.; E.N. Wheeler, Sect.; and C.R. Spencer, 
Treasurer. 

Gibsonville also had a Sons of Temperance Lodge. In 
1862, officers of this Lodge No. 61, were: J.P. Wharton, 
W.P.; G. Spooner, W.A.; R.E. Elliott, R.S.; I. Boll, 
A.R.S.; C. Hagler, F.S.; J. Vanmeter, T.; J. McWilliams, 
C; J. Oliver, A.C.; G. Kahrs, I.S.; Lewis Counts, O.S. 
and Chaplain, Ira Powers. In 1863 officers were: R.E. 
Elliot, W.P.; R. Francis, C.; L.H . Hagler, W.A.; J. 
Vanmeter, A.C.; E.N. Wheeler, R.S.; J.T. Nelson, O.S.; 
J. Roll, F.S.; D. Wilson, Chaplain; G. Kahrs, T; and J.P. 
Wharton, P.W .P. 

DEDICATION OF FRATERNITY HALL: 
At Gibsonville on October 24th of 1862, members 

of Gibsonville Lodge, F. AND A.M., and Pilot Peak Lodge 
of the I.O.O.F., dedicated Fraternity Hall which had been 
built by both Orders. Following is an account of the 
dedication as described in the Mountain Messenger of 
November 1st of that year: 

"Friday last proved a lively day for Gibsonville. The 
morning was very fine, and during the forenoor,l large 
delegations of Odd Fellows and Masons came In from La 
Porte, St. Louis, Pine Grove, Howland Flat, Newark, 
Onion Valley, and Richmond Hill, to partiCipate In the 
dedication of Fraternity Hail, and enjoy the festivities of 
the occasion. Fraternity Hall is a frame building 25 by 50 
feet, two stories in height. The Inside of the building is 
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Masonic Hall at Gibsonville - Photo about 1913 

Courtesy : Mrs. Margaret Wiltshire 

completely lined with tongued and grooved lumber, well 
finished. It was built jointly by Gibsonville Lodge, U.D.F 

- and A.M ., and Pilot Peak Lodge, No. 91, 1.0.0.F .. The 
first story, ten feet in height, is Intended for a town hall 
and exhibition room; the second contains two ante
rooms and a main hall for lodge meetings. The lodge 

- room is neatly finished, and Is certainly one of the 
handsomest in Northern California. 

"The Odd Fellows Lodges represented were: Alturas, 
Table Rock, and Pilot Peak; Masonic Lodges, Jefferson, 
St. Louis , and Gibsonville. At 11 o'clock A.M . the latter 
assembled at the old hall of Pilot Peak Lodge in 
Newhouse and Scheellne's building, formed In 
procession and marched to the new hall, where, In secret 

j.. session, the fine structure was solemnly dedicated In 

accordance with the ancient rites and ceremonies of the 
Order. The services were conducted by J .T. Demasters, 
W. M. of Jefferson Lodge, acting as Deputy under the 
authority of the M.W. Grand Master of California. 

"At 2 P.M . the Odd Fellows formed In order, and 
headed by a band of music, proceeded to the hall. A large 
number of spectators were present, including many 
ladies . Considerable time was necessarily consumed in 
comfortably seating as many as possible. District Deputy 
Grand Master William G. Long officiated as Most Worthy 
Grand Master In the ceremonies ..... .. By request of Bro. 
Walter Forbes, N.G. of pilot Peak Lodge, M.W. G.M. Wm . 
G. Long proceeded to dedicate the Hall. 

"In the evening a fine party of over eighty couples 
assembled in the lower hall of the new building, and 
through the efficiency of the managers and the assistance 
of an excellent band of music, the services of the day were 
concluded by a grand ball ..... Brown's supper at the 
Mountain Cottage, was duly appreCiated." 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION: 

Gibsonville was very active socially and 
recreationally . As indicated earlier, In the early 1860's 
there were two Singing schools and two acadamles for 
teaching dancing. Gibsonville In the 1860's had organized 
a brass band, which like the bands of other towns not only 
gave concerts for the home folks, but journeyed to other 
towns of the northern region of the county and elsewhere 
on the occasion of celebrations . In 1870 the band played 
for the Fourth of July Celebration and Parade at 
Downievi lle, In which Parade the Firemen and Clampers 
were the principal participating units. Later, In 1890, a 
Literary Club was organized, and programs consisting of 
readings, recitations, and songs, were presented. And 
then, of course, there were the great snowshoe races, 
with some of the tournaments being held at the race track 
at Mount Pleasant near Gibsonville, and with the Gib
sonville team of racers going to Howland Flat, La Porte, 
Poker Flat, etc., for other races. 

Following from the 3-7-63, 1-2-64 and 2-18-65 Issues 
of the Mountain Messenger are excerpts from articles 
wh ich tell about some of the social and recreational 
activities of Gibsonville: 

Crowd on the Dance Floor of Frank Spencer's and Henry 
Hewitt's Hotel in Gibsonville in 1892 Courtesy : Frank Reilly 

.. 
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M.M. 3-7-63: "THE LIVELIEST MOUNTAIN TOWN" "The 

snow is deep, covering many of our cabins --- all save the 

stove pipes, which stick out a few feet above the snow. 

Business Is dull, money Is scarce, and all hands laying off 

waiting and praying for water. Yet, our little town Is not so 

stili and lonesome a place as It might be. The boys are 

lively and full of sport. They spend a few hours each day 

practicing on their snow-shoes to be ready for the 

Whiskey boys, for they expect a challenge from them to 

run a race, as they have challenged and got beaten In 

almost every adjoining town; and the boys Intend to be 

ready for them. We occupy our evenings in attending the 

different societies and schools In the place. There are two 

different Lodges here, a Division of Sons of Temperance, 

and three dancing schools -- all of which are prospering 

finely, the Division In particular, in which the ladles take 

an active part .... One of our singing schools Is German, 

and is a fine one. The other schools are Yankee, and are 

prospering. They might have had as good a school as 

could have been got up In the mountains had It not been 

for some misunderstanding at the commencement. One 

school has run the other out of the town hall Into a 

lawyer's office, where they expect to have justice done 

them. I believe both schools Intend to give a grand 

concert at the close of their terms, which will be in a few 

weeks .... The danCing schools are good of the kind. They 

have many ladies to attend them and make their 
amusement interesting. Taking all things into con
sideration at the present time, I think we have the liveliest 
town in the mountains." 

M.M. 1-2-64 GIBSONVILLE December 1863 
EDITOR MESSENGER: l " .......... Not withstanding the hard times and 
scarcity of cash the good people of Gibsonville and 
vicinity seem to be enjoying themselves and spending the 
holidays after the old style. The dancing and festivities of 
the season were opened by the members of the Gib
sonville Lodge F. and A.M. on Thursday evening, 
December 24th, being the date of their annual election of 
officers. After the new officers were installed, they, 
together with the members and visiting brethren, repaired 
to the hall room under the Hall, where a gay assemblage 
of ladies and gents awaited their appearance, after which 
the dance commenced and went merrily on until mid

r 	 night, when the party formed In procession and marched 
over to the Cottage Hotel, where an excellent supper was

I 	 served, after which the party returned to the Hall and 
danced with a hearty good will until a right merry 
Christmas dawned upon all ...... 

M.M. 1-16-64: GIBSONVILLE January 12, 1864 
MR. EDITOR: 

" ............ The unusually dry and open winter has 
given us a good chance of enjoying the holidays. The total 
absence of water has left us almost destitute of the 
metal I ic essential, but stl II the dances go on at the rate of 
two or three a week, which with the singing school, gives 
us enough exercise an1 amusement those fine evenings, 
leaving us little else to wish for than water, as there are 
numerous piles of rich gravel In the dump yards about 
here which with a few days water will turn out thousands 
of dollars, when we hope again to see the commercial 
wheels of Gibsonville in motion.. .. " 
M.M. 2-18-65: GIBSONVILLE: "Nothing new, times 
rather dull, snow-shoeing has revived, and 'dope' Is in 
demand. Our boys cleaned out the Whlskyltes and won a 
small pur,se on Tuesday last, at Mt. Pleasant Hill, James 

McQuillan being the winner. There was a grand rush for 
Onion Valley on Saturday, to witness the great race on 
that old and famous track, for the valley prize, a beautiful 
gold breast pin of trlangu lar form, bearing the arms. of the 
club ..... 

"A good crowd has assembled early in the day and the 
valley presented a lively appearance. Upon the first race or 
trial trip, several small bets were made, many betting on 
McQuillan at odds but lost their money as the race was 
won by a hardy little snow-bird known as Napoleon. Next 
came the grand prize race, there being no less than ten 
ambitious competitors. Considerable anxiety was felt by 
friends of all parties regard Ing the start, upper and lower 
sides of the track, etc. But down they came with lightning 
speed, now one and now another being ahead. But when 
they arrived at the pole McQuillan was so far In advance as 
to leave no chance for dispute ... . . Young Duncan of 
Sawpit Flat was second In the race .... " 

SOME OTHER MINES OF THE GIBSONVILLE AREA: 
In the 	 1870's two new mines were begun In the 

vicinity of Gibsonville, the Go-Ahead, located between 
Gibsonville and La Porte and the mine of the Michigan 
Company which was located between Gibsonville and 
Newark. 

Two of the greater mining operations of the vicinity of 
Gibsonville, which continued to operate through the 
1890's into the early 1900's, were the Thistle Shaft and the 
Bellevue, the former located about a mile and the latter 
about two miles southwest of Gibsonville. The Thistle 
Shaft in its later history was Incorporated as the Feather 
Fork Gold Gravel Company by capitalists of Glasgow, 
Scotland, which company sunk a new shaft. The first 
Thistle Shaft was sunk by James Lowell In 1867. By 1900 
nearly $400,000 had been Invested by the Glasgow 
Company. In the early 1900's the Bellevue Mine; after 
running a great 5400 foot tunnel, struck the gravel channel 
of the Thistle Shaft Mine. More about the Thistle Shaft 
and the Bellevue mines will be found In the Chapter on: 
"Accounts of Some of the Mines of Northern Sierra 
County." 

Here from the Mountain Messenger of July 24th of 
1869, is news about several mines of the Gibsonville arca 
wh ich were active at that time: 

GIBSONVILLE 
July 17,1869 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"The Chalcedony and Bootjack, two sets of ad
jOining claims running in from Gibson Creek, which have 
been working for sometime below drainage, have struck 
an increase of water that has driven them from their lower 
works, and which will necessitate another tunnel or 
stream machinery before their gravel can be successfully 
worked ...... H. Taber is pushing his tunnel ahead as fast 
as muscle and powder will do it. The material he Is 
tunneling through alternates between cement or volcanic 
breccia and a very heavy fine-grained rock ..... The Union 
claims, as usual, are paying handsome dividends. They 
have water for their claims most of the year. The Nip and 
Tuck, Messrs. Schofield and Company, have their claims 
in fine working order. They have just purchased the 
Michigan Company's ground, adjoining their claims.... 
The Nevada claims, next above, are still yielding weil. 
Antra Cook, of the North Star Hotel, Newark, Is In with his 
bed-rock tunnel some six hundred feet ..... 

The Redding, Phoenix and North American com
panies, at Hepsidam, are dOing well. The latter company 
are having to run a new tunnel. Their bed-rock, instead of 
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Bellevue Mine in 

I-)itching off like the Bootjack and the Chalcedony, Is on 
he rise, necessitating a chute . .. .. The tunnel will be 

about a thousand feet long through gravel and pipe clay 
instead of rock, consequently the work will be com

r-,aratively light." 
MICHIGAN 

FIRES: 
In July of 1880 a fire which started In the middle of 

he night and had its origin in a COW-barn of Mr. Vanzini, 
Jestroyed almost the entire business section of Gib
sonville. Vanzini 's hotel, near the barn, was soon on fire 
F\ nd the flames spread to other business buildings. 
3ibsonviile had no pressure fire-fighting water works, and 
Jfforts to combat the flames with buckets were fruitless. 
3uildings on both sides of Mai., Street from the Brewery 
:0 as far as the Masonic and Odd Fellows Hall, which was 
:aved, were burned. Among the buildings burned were: 
Volter's Store, Gourkey and Company's Store, P.erry's 
10tel, Vanzini's Hotel, Gould's Saloon, Corbitt's Saloon, 
>pencer's Stable, Gould's dwelling, Perry's dwelling, 
udge Winchell's office, Sutherland's Butcher Shop, a 
,hoe shop, Judkin's dwelling, Skinner's dwelling, Elias 
:quire's Blacksmith Shop, and Newhouse's Stable. 

Many saved a part of their furniture. Many of the 
uildings had part insurance coverage. Several of the 
Uildings had fire-proof cellars, but so intense was the 
eat that they did not stand the fire well, and their con
lnts were badly damaged. Total loss was estimated at 
etween $50,000 and $60,000. It was thought that the fire 
as of incendiary origin. Many of the business men 

the Winter - 1890's Courtesy: California State Library 

suffering loss re-built soon after the fire, but some did 
not. 

In the same month in 1888 a fire consumed nine 
buildings of the Chinatown district. In the early fall of 
1883, a fire which started in the forest near the town, 
burned the buildings of the Bootjack Mining Company 
and those of the Wild Boar drift mine. The town was in 
danger of destruction for a time, but valiant fire-fighting 
efforts limited the loss in the town proper to a few 
dwellings. 

GIBSONVILLE BRASS BAND VISITS STRAWBERRY 
VALLEY 

Gibsonville in the 1870's had a notable Brass Band. 
Here is an article from the M. M. of October 27th of 1877 
by the correspondent CROQUET of Strawberry Valley is 
an account of a visit by the Brass Band to Strawb~rry 
Valley and of a concert which It presented. A dance at 
night followed the concert: 

Strawberry Valley, 
Oct. 14, 1877 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"Thinking that a short scribble from this 'neck of 

the woods' might be acceptable to your readers, I take it 
upon myself to try the role of a newspaper correspondent. 
What makes the task agreeable is that I Intend describing 
the pleasant visitation of the Gibsonville Brass Band to 
this place. By posters distributed in this vicinity, it was 
announced that the Band would give a concert and ball 
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here on Friday evening, October 12th, and of course 
everybody and his wife made preparations to attend, as it 
was something new to have a Band Concert here. The 
days 'dragged their weary length along' and the evening of 
October 12th finally appeared, and with it, from all 
quarters came the pleasure seekers. I noticed familiar 
faces from Gibsonville, Newark, Onion Valley, La Porte, 
Clipper Mills, Indiana Ranch, Bullard 's Bar, Forbestown, 
Ohio Flat, Challenge Mills, etc. In the early evening, on 
the hill between here and Eagleville, the dulcet tones of 
the band were heard playing "We're Coming Father 
Abraham" , and as the echoes reverberated through the 
pines, from hill to hili, it made me wish that they might be 
stationed there every night to waken the echoes of this 
grand forest, as nothing is so inspiring to me as music. 
To say that this Band is one of the best the mountains 
afford is not complimentary, as it certainly can be equaled 
by but few and excelled by none. And not only is their 
music splendid, but their deportment and gentlemanly 
bearing is equally good. There was but one thing with 
which I was not favorably impressed, and that was that I, 
being a single lady of marriageable age, found, upon 
inquiry, that so many of them were married. or worse than 
that , engaged. There was one of the handsomest of them 
that undertook to commence a flirtation with me, and I 
noticed that when in the course of conversation, I in
nocently inquired if his wife did not attend parties, he 
looked very much bewildered. But enough of this. The 
Concert was a complete success. They played some very 
intricate and difficult pieces in splendid time and tone. 
DanCing -was commenced at 9 o'clock and kept up until -
well I do not know as I dare say how late it was as Mrs. 
Good Morals might say: "You had better have gone home 

r I earlier. I wish I knew the names of all those present so 
that I might 'Jenkensize' the party, but I do not, and then if 
I did, I might offend . 

"The party was an eminent success, as every one 
seemed to vie with each other to make it pleasant for all. 
The floor was underthe management of Messrs. Pratt and 
Russell, and notWithstanding the scantiness of the 
hirsute appendage on their heads they endeavored to 

I 
make it agreeable for the young as well as the Old. When I 
learned that Mr. Russell was not a married man, it was a 
source of some wonderment to me how that vacancy 

~ 
occurred on his pate. but without divulging any secret, I I 
think I learned. about the time the guests departed in the 
morning. I heard several members of the Band speak in 
the highest terms of the treatment, by Mr. Cunningham 
and lady of the American House, of themselves and party 
from Gibsonville, while on their journey here. Mr. Cun
ningham says that they were probably a gentlemanly 
crowd .. .. Of our own Mr. Davy of the Columbus House, I 
must say that he fully sustained his reputation as a lady's 
man, and as everyone knows that ever visited his house, 
his skill as a landlord cannot be excelled. As the Band and 
guests departed in the morning, and one of their number 
publicly thanked him for his kind treatment, I could not 
help but think that their compliments to him were well 
deserved . 

"I understand that it is the intention of the Band to 
give a Concert and Ball in a number of the upper towns 
before winter, and I hope that their efforts to please the 
public will be as well received as they were here." 

CROQUET 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE: 
Among those serving as Justices of the Peace of the 

Gibson Township during the years 1871-1900 were : 
George Winchell, Richard J . Sinnott. and Thomas E. 

Winrod . Some of the Constables for the same Township 
during the same period were: J.E . Berry, J.S _Gould and 
John Wiegand. W.H. Proceus was an attorney in many of 
the cases before the Justice Court of the TownShip. Much 
of the work before the Court involved matters such as 
suits brought to secure the payment of a debt, charges 
of assault and battery, suits brought by miners for the 
non-payment of wages, and the performance of marriage 
ceremonies. During the period referred to above, only 
three cases required the selection of a jury . In one of the 
cases the jury was composed of : William Meikle, Philip 
Doray, A.W. Carmichael, Jacob Emerton , Thomas 
Costello . C.R. Spencer, Edward Barnes, and Eliakim 
Squier. In another case the jurors were : Miles SChofield , 
William Corbett, M . McFarlane, J.P. Emeron , John Kiefer, 
Cochran , Kane, Alf Schofield, John Barrett, John 
Wiegand, Dan Boland, Nick Bealor and William Knowles. 

SCHOOL: 
Among the early teachers of the Gibsonville public 

school were: Miss Janetta Wh ite - 1866-67 (Upper 
Grades): Miss Alma White - 1866-67 (Primary); John 
Hayes 1867-68; Miss Jeanette White 1867-68; Mr. C.C. 
Bangs 1868-69. Teachers of tl"te Gibsonville Sc~oo1 from 
1885 to its discontinuance in 1915 were : Richard J . 
Sinnott, 1885-86, 1891-92 and 1900-1903 ; Charles Mills 
1885-86; Frank A . Butts 1886-88; R.E. Robinson 1886-87 
and 1888-89; H.C. Perry 1887-88; D.A . Macphee 1888
89; SpencerC. Garrison 1889-90; William Bankhead 1890
91 - Kate E. Finane 1893-94; Miss Annie E. Sinnott 1898
1900; Lo-uiseW. White 1903-04; Clara Cahill 1904-1905; 
M.P. Donnelly 1904-1906; Emma Bockman 1905-1908; 
and Mrs . M.L. Peterson 1908-1915. 

CARRYING MAIL: 
During the winter of 1889-90, John Schofield 

carried the mail from Gibsonville to Quincy on 
snowshoes, making the trip one way one day and 
returning the next. On one of his trips -- as related to the 
author by Mrs. Jessie Modglin, and Miles Schofield, a 
daughter and son of Mr. Schofield, he met a Chinaman on 
snowshoes who was carrying a basket of chickens . 
Coming back the next day from Quincy his snowshoes 
encountered an object in the trail. Scraping away the 
snow he discovered the body of the Chinaman. A 
snowstorm had devel-oped and apparently the Chinaman 
had become exhausted and perisheu. 

SOME GENERAL NEWS ABOUT GIBSONVillE: 
Following are excerpts from articles of general 

news about Gibsonville which appeared in the Mountain 
Messengers of 8-9-90, 8-8-01 and 9-23-93 : 
M.M . 8-9-90: "Jake Gould is still in the saloon business , 
and mines in between times . Mr. and Mrs. D. Corbett 
keep, as usual, one of the best hotels in the mountains . 
Wolter Bros. are constantly receiving goods for their 
general merchandise store...... . Jacob Brassel still 
brews excellent beer.. .. Carmichael's butcher shop 
supplies the public with the best meats in the market. . .. 

Average depth of snow here last winter was twenty-five 
feet. North America Company, Hepsidam, have gravel in 
their main tunnel. It is coarse and appears well on the 
bottom, but has not been prospected . Length of main 
tunnel about 8,000 feet , extending into Plumas County . 
Mark Schofield has charge of the property during the 
absence of his brother Miles, who, with Dixon Brabban of 
La Porte , owns the mine. 

"Average grade of channel from La Porte to the North 
American driftmine is five feet to the hundred. as figured 
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Corbett's Hotel at Gibsonville - 1913 
Courtesy Mrs. Margaret Wil tshi re 

by U.S. Mineral Surveyor, C.W. Hendel , who says it is the 
steepest that he has ever had. From Howland Flat to 
Happy Hollow, the grade is three feet. This is interesting 

- as against four feet to the hundred grade in the Bald 
Mountain and Extension channel in the Pliocene Ridge 
above Forest City. 

The future prosperity of Gibsonville rests mainly on 
- favorable developments with the new Thistle shaft being 

put down by contractors . Richard Gillis and Henry 
Phillips of the Comstock, Nevada, chief timbermen of the 
Bullion Mining Company, Virginia.. .. " 

M.M . 8-8-91: "J. Gould's saloon is in full blast. Jacob 
Brassel brews the best beer In the county. Woiter's and 
Bro . supply the people, as of yore, with all the essentials 

- needful for the comforts and pleasures of life . ... . G. 
Winchell still officiates as Justice of the Peace. D. 
Corbett's hotel and saloon is liberally patronized; also 
Carm ichael 's meat shop and the livery and feed stable. D. 

I-Corbett employs 20 men, working tailings in the North 
America . Horace Taber has commenced work on his old 
drift claim, incorporated under the name of Taber Gold 
Mining Company.-Tunnel is in 23000 feet . ... Richard Sin· 

;.nott teaches the public school with 30 pupils, who will give a 
jance, Saturday evening, August 8th, the profits of which 
ue to be used for continuing the school term .. .. The 
Downieville Stage Company have purchased the LaPorte 
,and Marysville Stage Line. 

M.M. 9-23-93 : "Sixty men are working at the Thistle 
Shaft. Nearly all needed winter supplies are laid in and 
everything is in excellent working order ... . B.L. Jones, 
lately of Johnsville, is building a house opposite C.R. 
Spencer's livery stable, and will soon open a general 
merchandise store . He has applied to Wells Fargo and 
Company for an express agency for Gibsonville. 

The Nevada Drift Mining Company are building a new 
)ffice and store-house on their claim at Newark. Alarge 
>upply of timbers have been laid in for drifting purposes , 
lnd the ground, like all on this ridge , prospects well, 
Iveraging $2 to $5 a car-load. A quartz specimen , 
~e i ghing five pounds, recently found in th is mine, yielded 
,964 . , 

The Niagara Consolidated drift and hydraulic mine, at 
iepsidam, three m iles northeast of Gibsonville, owned by 
he late Miles S9hofleld, Is being operated by her sons, 

Alfred and Miles. Good paying gravel has been for years 
run through by two main tunnels, In 4,000 feet. 

H. Tabor's tunnel is in 2,400 fee.t, face in hard rock. He 
is working five men , and indicat ions are that gravel Is 
within 100 feet. This lead is a part of the Thistle Shaft and 
Feather Company's Gibsonville and La Porte channel. 

The Hewitt Bros . hotel is liberally patronized and 
affords the best accommodation. Elias Squire is working 
at the Thistle Shaft. 

Richard J. Sinnott, when a teacher of the Gibsonville 
School in 1891-92, was also a contributor to newspapers 
of general news about Gibsonville. Following are excerpts 
from news contributed by him in 1891-92 to either the 
Mountain Messenger or the Plumas National Bulletin. 

GIBSONVILLE GLEANINGS [1892] 
"This is, at present, a town of industrious people. We 

have no gentlemen of leisure here. Even some of our 
business men are swinging the heavy ax 'with measured 
beat and slow' . The results of all this labor, as narrated 
around the evening fires , would make the adventures of 
Baron Munchausen assume diminutive proportions. 

"The Thistle Shaft is employing about sixty men , 
with good prospects for large re-enforcement in the near 
future. August Holtz is Supt. , Eugene Squier, Clerk, arid 
T. Costello and P. Frazer, shift bosses. This is 
unquestionably a very valuable mine, and its success will 
ultimately lead to the opening up of other locations along 
the Gibsonville Ridge. It will open a new era in the mining 
industry of Northern Sierra. It was formerly supposed that 
the Gibsonville channel and the one worked by the Thistle 
Shaft were identical , but It is now an established fact that 
the latter is a separate and much more extensive lead . 

"Pilot Peak, Swiftsure, Michigan, Union, Excelsior, 
Empire , Tabor, and other mines along the Gibsonville 
Ridge, are thought to be very valuable locations. The 
Tabor Mine, joining the Thistle Shaft on the north, will 
soon be pushed ahead. Its owners think that in a short 
distance their tunnel will tap the channel. The entire 
community trust that the company's hopes may be 
realized , mainly because the principal, Horace Tabor, has 
expended many thousands of dollars in trying to develop 
the property. 

"The Fall River quartz mine of Butte County, owned 
mostly by Wolters and Bro. of this place, Is another 
deserving of special mention. The company Is running a 
hard rock tunnel to tap the main ledge, which It Is 
thought, will be reached about Sixty feet ahead and yield 
handsome returns . 

"Theminingfraternlty seem satisfied with results of the 
Miners' Mass Meeting of the 5th Inst., and are eagerly 
awaiting the action of Congress. (18) • 

"But few towns in this State can compare with ours In 
regard to the animation and interest displayed in behalf of 
its public school. The parents and public generally are 
liberal in aiding the children to secure a good common 
school education. On the 19th inst. the people gave a ball , 
the proceeds of which are to be devoted to maintaining a 
longer term of school. Although the weather was in
clement, nearly every one was present. Mr. Brassel 
generously gave the use of his kitchen, dining room and 
hall . The ladies furnished an excellent supper, and Elias 
Squ ier liberally donated his valuable services as caller and 
musician . Eight-seven dollars were realized with but five 
dollars expense, leaving eighty-two dollars to be applied 
on the teacher's salary . The social affair was a success in 
every particular, especially so as a party of unalloyed 
pleasure. Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the 
trustees , lad ies, musicians and public generally, for their 
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Co urtesy Mrs. M argare t Wilt shireView of Gibsonville in about 1913 

endeavors to further the interests of the children. Your 
dollars are well spent. 

n 
"The young men of Gibsonville, La Porte and Howland 

Flat, have petitioned for a Native Son's Parlor. The signers 
are worthy, energetic and will exert themselves to be 
exemplary members should the petition be granted .. .. 
Jack Crossman, our genial mail contractor, is making his 

r 
regular trips with a horse-sleigh from La Porte. His son, 
carries the mail from this point to Quincy. They are 
rustlers and deserve liberal patronage ... There is talk of 
organizing a band here this Spring . As we have our own 
teachers, the boys certainly ought not to permit the other 
side of the county to lead them in this respect." 

GIBSONVILLE GLEANINGS [1892Jr "On Saturday last, the town folks gave a farewell dance 
to Miss Ida Totman . All who attended pronounce it to 
have been a pleasant affair . Miss Annie E. Sinnott of 
Howland Flat , left on Monday's sleigh for San Jose, 
where she intends entering the Normal School to prepare 
herself for her chosen profession .... William Schuld, the 
popular surveyor, was with us this week. He seems to be 
kept busily employed by the Thistle Shaft Company . 
David Corlett returned from San Francisco with his son 
William who has entered Heald 's Business College ... 
Gibsonville Public School closed Tuesday. Remarkable 
progress has been made by the majority of the pupils . The 
pupils and parents of Gibsonville are to be commended 
for the lively interest they take in school work ... John 
Crossman, our new mail contractor, brought in his horse
sleigh on Monday --- first trip with a horse this winter . 
About one foot of snow fell here during the recent storm, 
but our local prophets say that the end is not yet, and that 
we will have more snow ere long ... John Madden, the 

boss snowshoe makerof the Sierras, is kept constantly at 
work. At the rate snow-shoes leave his shop, people 
evidently appreciate h is skill .. .. J .R. Sinnott has been 
appointed Justice of the Peace of Gibson Township by the 
Board of Supervisors vice G. Winchell deceased. 

"Owing to the severe weather most of our people are 
housed constantly, so to get Items of interest, one must 
visit the 'assemblyrooms',whlch luckily do not fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Plumas County Board of Super
visors. Numerous are the topics we there hear discussed . 
Belligerent Chile wou ld become as docile as Mary's lamb, 
could the sanguinary orations of our local tragedians fall 
upon the ears of its war supporters. The plan of campaign 
agreed upon by our 'Solons ' , should at once be forwarded 
to the war department ..... The Plumas County Saloon 
Ordinance receives considerable attention. The prevailing 
opinion seems to be that the quantity of Family Distur
bance, alias 'Sheep Herder's Delight' , consumed will be 
rather increased than diminished, while the county 
pocketbook, like the miner's flannel shirt, wrung out of 
the suds will be considerably shrunk . Their high license 
fence won't work. The people will break through it, and 
many of them will drink more than ever before. 

"The miners' convention is another topic which calls 
for our own comments. Sierra County delegates are there 
in force, and are all representative men. We trust that this 
great coming together of the people may be productive of 
much good ---- that it may be successful in securing 
immediate national aid . No one event of which I am 
cognizant, could be of so much benefit to this county, as 
the re-opening of the hydraulic mines . It would touch the 
dormant energies of our county, and at once all would be 
act ivi ty and prosperity ." 
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GIBSONVILLE LITERARY CLUB: 
Recitation .... "The Topper" .... Frank Barnes 

" .... "Payment by Proxy" ... Tanie Sutherland 
Song ..... "Whiskers, Five a Bag" .... The Club 
Recitation .... "The Lay of the Last Chicken" .... John 

Haffey 
Recitation .. .. "There's But One Pair of Stockings to Mend 
Tonight" .... Emma Wolters 
Song ... "Marguerite.. . .. Mary Wolters, Emma Wolters, 

Rose Wiegand, and Dora Emerton 
Recitation .... "The Devil a-Fishing" .... Albert Gould 
Reading .... "Mine Moder-in-Law" .... Mary Wolters 
Instrumental Music .... "The Grand Fantasia" .... Rose 
Wiegand 
Recitation . .. . "A Distracted Parent" .... Josie Delahunty 
Reading .... "In der Schweedt Long Ago" . ... Nellie 
Skinner 
Song .... "Maiden's Prayer" ... .. The Club 

FIVE MINUTE RECESS 

Scenes from childhood to old age, taken from Jean 
Ingelow's famous poem: "The Seven Times Seven". 
Once Seven .... The Child ... "Rock-a-Bye" ... Ruby Squier 
Twice Seven . .. The School Girl ... . "Gay and Happy" . .. 
Elsie Squier 
Three Times Seven ... --The Maiden ... "Somebody's 
Coming when the Dew Drops Fall" ... Dora Emerton 
Four Times Seven ... The Wedding March .. . Organ, A. 
Wmerton ;Guitar, M. Wolters; violin, D. Emerton-Bride, 
R. Wiegand; groom, E. Squier; minister, J. Gould. 
Five Times Seven ... The Mother '" "Lullaby" ... Emma 

Wolters 
Six Times Seven . .. The Widow .... "Thy Will Be Done" .. . 

Mary Wolters 
Seven Times Seven ... Old Age ... "Nearer my God to 

Thee" ... Nellie Skinner 
Reading .... "Book Agent beats the Bandit" ... Dora 

Emerton 
Song .. . "Embarrassment" ... Mary Wolters, Emma 

Wolters, and Dora Emerton 
Recitation ., . "Warning to a Bashful Man" Marion 

Nave 
Recitation .... "Fontenoy" .... Mary Barnes 

" .. .. "Frozen Out" .... John Barrett 
Song .. . . "In the Gloaming" ... The Club 
Recitation .... "The Lover's Sacrifice" ... . Nellie Skinner 
Reading .... "Traveling in a Mixed Train" .... Emma Wolters 
Recitation . . .. "Song of the Market Pi'ace" .. . . Dora 
Emerton 
Song ...... "Alice, Where Art Thou?" .. . Rose Weigand, 

Emma Wolters, Mary Wolters, Dora Emerton 
Recitation "Ginger-Bread Land" Florence 

Delahunty 
Recitation . .. . "The Drummer Boy" ..... Mary Wolters 
Recitation .... "Why Don't God Kill the DeVil" ... J. Gould 
Recitation .... "I'm RC:CI.dy to Wed" .... . Katie Haffey 
Recitation .... "The Little Dutchman" .... Seth Corbett 
Recitation .... "The Valedictory" ... Teddy Nave 
Song .... .. "Bid Me Good-bye" ... . Emma Wolters, Dora 
Emerton, Rose Weigand, Mary Wolters . 

Observance of Independence Day in 1894 for several of 
the towns of the "Over North" Country was held at Gib
sonvi lie. A Li berty Pole, 107 feet tall had been erected a 
few days previous to the celebration, on top of which was 
mounted the figure of a bear. Following is an account of 
the program: (M .M. 7-28-94) 
"A~out9 A.M. the morning of the Fourth, people began 

to arrive from the surrounding towns and by noon the 

town presented a lively appearance. La Porte, Howlan 
Flat, Port Wine, St. Louis, and Nelson Point were we 
represented. 

"The afternoon program began at 1 : 30 P. M. and was c 
follows: 

Parade March .. . Gibsonville Brass Band 
Columbia the Gem of the Ocean . . . Gibsonvilie Brass Ban 

America's Ahead of Them AII. ... Six Children 
Opening Address .... Eugene Squier 
Mantua Quick Step .... By the Band 

On the Boys Came Marching ....Gibsonville Choir 
Reading of Declaration .... Miss Alice Emerton 

Star Spangled Banner. ... Gibsonvilie Choir 
Old Log Cabin ....Quick Step... Band 

Oration by Richard J. Sinnott 
Fort Miflin Quick Step .. . Band 

America.... by the Choir 
Glory Halielujah ... . Band 

"The principal feature of the day's proceedings was t 
oration so ably composed and rendered by R.J. Sinno 
We hope at some time in the future to be able 
reproduce it for the benefit of our readers. 

"A procession by the "Horribles" completed the da' 
proceedings. The ball in the evening was well : 
tended ... . Music was furnished by Messrs. George a 
Oliver Caya and Elias and Eugene Squier, assisted by la 
organists . ... The Gibsonville Band certainly deserves gn 
credit for so successfully performing ....July 4th of 11: 
will ~OrTg be remembered as one· of the gala days 
Gibsonville." 

In 1896 Gibsonville observed Admission Day witt 
fine celebration which was organized by Anchor Parlor 
the Native Sons of the Golden West. The M.M. of S. 
tember 29th gives th is account of the event: 

"From early morning, parties in carriages, on h 
seback and on foot, commenced arriving by every r< 
and trail, until the little town was crowded to its capac 
About 10 o'clock the procession was formed In front 
the danCing pavillion and marched to the tune of 
patriotic airs from one end of the town to the other.. 
order of procession was as follows: 

Grand Marsnall ....C.A. Hewitt. Aide: F.W. Hogan 
Quincy Brass Band 

Pioneers in six-horse coach 
Float: California, handsomely decorated with tI 

Florence Delahunty as Minerva. 
Golden Anchor Parlor, No. 182, with delegations f 

Downieville and Quincy Parlors 
School Children under the direction of Miss Annie 

nott. This was one of the most attractive features of 
day. The little misses were dressed in white and car 
Japanese parasols, and were followed by the t 
dressed in their best Sunday clothes. 

Following was the program: 
Music by the Quincy Brass Band 

Introductory Remarks by A. Johnson, President 01 
Day. 

Son~: America, by the Glee Club, composed of I 
Allen, MIss Woltefs, Miss Elsie Squier and Messrs . ( 
Thomas, Frank Sparks, Bender, and Montrose. 

Oration by R.J . Sinnott, a plain every-day common SE 
talk which was well received. 

Music by the Band 
Duet: The Star Spangled Banner, by Mrs. Allen and ( 

Thomas. The chorus was by the Glee Club. 
Song by the Glee Club to the air of The Red White 

Blue. ' , 
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Young Men of Gibsonville 1890's Courtesy: Frank Reilly 

left to Right: John Barrett, Henry Hewitt, Dave Corbett, Alfred Schofield, Charlie Hewitt (seated} and Miles Schofield (sitting on floor) 

After dinner, athletic games were held, and the 
festivities concluded with a Grand Ball on a 48 by 62 foot 
dancing floor that had been erected for the occasion. At 
the end of the Ball the Quincy Band played: "Some Day 
We'll Wander Back Again." 

ACCIDENTS 

Since most of the accidents recorded here occurred at 
Gibsonville, or its vicinity, the author chooses to enter 
them all in this account of the history of the town, so that 

1- accounts of accidents are thus grouped rather than
I separately entered in histories of several towns. 

M.M . 10-12-78: "Thos. McGrath of st. Louis was killed 
last Monday when the brake on his wagon gave way and 
he fell under the wagon which passed over him, crushing 
him to death." 

M.M. 2-11-82: "Orlando Phippen of Howland Flat 
narrowly escaped death while on snowshoes scouting for 
timber. The snow was very hard and he was traveling on 
the srde of a ridge above Canyon Creek (on the slope of 

Mt. Fillmore) when his snowshoes slipped on the hard 
snow and he found himself sliding with lighting speed 
into Canyon Creek . He noticed a tree on the slope and 
when he reached it he struck it fairly with his right foot 
and grasped one of the limbs with his right hand . The 
shock broke his right thigh bone off near the hip-joint and 
his shoulder was dislocated. His partner finally found him 
and he was cared for. His broken leg was set and he is 
now getting well as rapidly as could be expected ." 

M.M. 2-27-85: "While working in a raise in the Nevada 
claim at Gibsonville, John Barrett and H. Forbes suddenly 
broke through into an underground cavern filled with 
water and were carried down and into the flume , but 
Barrett managed to get a grasp on the side and haul 
himself out and was able to haul Forbes out." 

M. M. 9-22-88: "The seven-year old son of George An
drews was drowned while trying to swim in the reservoir 
at Brandy City. He waded in and was held by the 
treacherous ooze which covered the bottom of the 
reservoir ." 
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Gibsonville in about 

M.M. 10-11-90 : "C .S. Vaughn of Port Wine was killed by 
the explosion of part of a cartrtdge of giant powder. He 
was at work in the Bella Union Mine near the Lewis Ranch 
on Canyon Creek." 

M. M. 4-25-91 : "Two boys, aged 6 and 11 years, sons of 
Daniel Conlan, a merchant of St. Louis, were drowned in 
Slate Creek on Sunday last. The The boys were playing 
along the stream when the younger slipped and fell into 
the water and the elder, in trying to save the life of his 
brother, lost his own." 

M. M. 11-29-90 : "Mark Schofield, a native of New York, 
aged 54 years, lost his life by suffocation In the North 
America Tunnel at Hepsidam, when deadly carbonic acid 
gas escaping into the tunnel from old workings, overcame 
him. The news was sent to telegraph to Miles Schofield at 
San Francisco." 

M. M. 5-20-91: "Herman Bruckerman, long a resident of 
Poker Flat, was found dead in his mining claim near that 
place on Sunday last by James Scott. A bank under which 
he was working caved on him. County Supt. of Schools, 
T.J. McGrath read the burial service of the Catholic 
Church at the funeral which took place at Howland Flat." 
M.M. 1-7-93: "At Happy Harlow a big landslide carried 
away two houses, the blacksmith shop, and the dump, as 
the result of a heavy storm. The bridge over Little Canyon 
Creek between Eureka and Craig's Flat, has been washed 
away." 
M.M. 5-8-97: "C.R. Spencer, an old and respected 
resident of Gibsonville, was killed on Saturday, April 24, 
while working in his hydraulic mine. Mr. Spencer was 
working beneath a forty-foot bank when a cave occurred 
catching and fatally injuring him." 

ACCIDENT AT THE THISTLE SHAFT MINE 
In 1898 in an accident at the Th Istle Shaft Mine about 

five miles northeast of La Porte, John Schofield, Griff 

1890 - View is Northeast Courtesy: Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

Thomas, and Michael Sinnott underwent a narrow escape 
from death when a huge underground reservoir of water 
burst through the walls of the drift tunnel in which 
they were working and swept them out of the drift. They 
saved themselves by clinging to mine timbers that were 
washed from their footings. So great was the flood that 
the drift tunnel was filled to nearly two thirds of its 
capacity. The men had to duck beneath the cap timbers as 
they were carried along. 

An earlier tunnel of the Bootjack Mine had been run 
from Gibson Creek, just west of Gibsonville, toward the 
later shaft of the Thistle Mine. It was the reservoir of water 
that had become trapped In the workings of this old 
Bootjack Mine, as the mine decayed and caved, that 
supplied the water for the great flood.This flood ter
minated the work at the Thistle Shaft. 

After the Thistle Shaft Mine closed, the Bellevue Mine, 
began its operations, running a tunnel toward the Thistle. 
In running this tunnel the workers encountered anothel 
channel --- the one that comes down from the Feather 
Fork Mine, a mine that was located just over the ridge 
from Gibsonville on the South Fork of the Feather River. 
The Bellevue continued in operation until 1910, working 
about 4,000 feet of channel. It was at this mine in 190E 
that Thomas Costello, John E. Buckley, and Ben Meriam 
were killed when caught in a cave-in . 

M.M. 4-9-98: A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE 
"John Barrett of Gibsonville met with an accident in 

which he had a most miraculous escape from instant 
death. While Mr. Barrett, William Schwering, and Charles 
Scott were on their way from Downieville to their homes in 
Northern Sierra, the horse Barrett was riding stumbled at 
a narrow point in the trail and at a place where the hillside 
descended preCipitously to the ravine, a distance of 400 
feet. Mr. Barrett freed himself from the horse after rolling 
for about 100 feet, but became unconscious from the fall. 
His companions hastened to where he lay, expecting to 
find him dead. They were overjoyed to find that aside from 
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Thistle Shaft Mine near 

a few severe bruises about the head and body he had 

escaped uninjured. The horse rolled to the bottom of the 

ravine and was killed." 


M.M. 11-22-1900: PERISHES IN STORM 
" Last Friday morning, Roderick Sutherland left 

here (Downieville) for his home at Gibsonville . Wednesday 
afternoon, his dead body was found in the snow within 
half a mile of his destination. It was a stormy day, and a 
heavy wind blew on the mountains. Sutherland left the 
Gold Bluff Mine (a mine two miles northeast of 
Downieville) at 7 o'clock in the morning, going on hor
seback until he reached the edge of the snow belt about 
three miles this side of Poker Flat on the North Fork trail, 
when he turned the horse back and proceeded on foot, 
reaching Poker Flat, partaking of a dinner, and continuing 
r,js journey by noon. It is supposed that he became so 
greatly exhausted from the arduous tramp through the 
deep snow and against the heavy wind, that he had to sit 
down to rest, and falling asleep, was frozen to death ." 

June 6, 1903: ACCIDENT AT THE BELLEVUE MINE: 

, The following account of an accident in the Bellevue 
Mine appeared in the Mountain Messenger of the 
date above, being taken from an article that a La Porte 
correspondent sent to the Quincy National Bulletin : 

"The Bellevue tunnel met with an accident last 
Sunday, which will result in the loss of a great amount of 
money and time. Last Saturday, one of the bore holes for 
Which the main tunnel was directed, was struck. The 

Gibsonville in the 1890's Courtesy: Museum at Downieville 

gravel, having been softened, caused about sixty carloads 
of gravel and sand to come down, making an opening 
which was with difficulty closed and thought to be safe . 
But the water accumulated therein causing a sort of 
reservoir, the weight of which crushed the heavy timbers 
in the main tunnel for some distance and filled the tunnel 
completely for a distance of about two hundred feet and 
partially for about the same distance more , When the 
break came and the rush of water and gravel came, it was 
with the merest escape that the five or six men who were 
at work at that time, including Superintendent August 
Holtz, did not lose their lives, for it required haste and 
dexterity in keeping ahead of the rush, and had a train of 
cars not been standing in the main way, which checked 
the flow for a few seconds, loss of life would have been 
inevitable." 

M.M. 9-27-1902 : DROWNED IN MINING RESERVOIR 
"A sad accident occurred between Whiskey 

Diggings and Gibsonville last Saturday afternoon by 
which Mr. and Mrs. GeorgeW. Cox are bereft of their only 
son, George Cox, Jr. The boy had fitted up a sailboat with 
which to ride on the large reservoir which had been built 
for mining purposes. A strong wind had been blowing and 
when the boy was about in the middle of the reservoir the 
wind grew stronger and a squall struck the boat, capsizing 
it. Before aid could reach the boy he had sunk to the 
bottom of the pond. The young man was a graduate of the 
University of California, and was well-known and liked 
throughout the northern part of the country," 
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The Bellevue Mine in the 1890's 	 Courtesy: Cecil Costa 
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M.M, 6-9-1906: KILLED AT THE RATILESNAKE MINE 	 friends he went in swimming and was taken with cramps 
O.C.Ermatinger plunged in after him, but the drownin~

"S.H. Shaw was killed at his claim at Rattlesnake. man caught Ermatinger by the leg and pulled him under 
He worked alone at the mine and the indications are that Ermatinger was finally pulled out by C.A. Edgar. The~
he had set off a round of holes and had thought that one were unable to resuscitate Brown." 
of them had not gone off, and that he was on his way to 
reload it when in some manner the powder ignited, SAWPIT FLAT
causing the explosion. Bert Dondero, who had a claim 
about a half mile distant from Shaw's cabin, discovered About six miles (airline distance) or about nin(
the body. miles by road, north of Gibsonville, and about a mile wes 

of the road between Gibsonville and Quincy, is the site 0 
M.M. 2-1-1908: THREE KILLED AT THE BELLEVUE MINE the small settlement of Sawpit Flat, which develope( 

"Thomas Costelio, foreman, John Buckley, and around several mines of the area. Though a small place 
Benjamin Merian, were killed when a cave occurred in the some of the finest snowshoe racers of the region cam( 
tunnel of the Bellevue Mine last Saturday about noon. from the Flat. 
Two other men, Noah Cadman and La Plant, narrowly The Mountain Messenger of August 2nd of 1862 
escaped death. The five men were working in a branch speaks of there being a lull In mining activity at Sawpi 
tunnel running a gangway, and had put up the first set of Flat: "SAWPIT FLAT: But one or two claims here art 
timbers and were putting ina second set when the cave doing anything worth mentioning. The Eagle claims hav( 
came. A big force of miners were at once put to work to averaged some seven or eight dollars a day to the hand 
rescue the men. After working continuously the first body since the commencement of the season." And the M.M 
was recovered on Monday, It being that of Buckley. The of 9-2-63 says of the place: "This place gives revewe( 
rescuers kept on, and on the following day the body of signs of life. New cabins and old ones newly repaired an 
Merian was brought out. But it was not until Wednesday the order of the day. The prospects of the Diggings wer' 
at about 1 o'clock in the afternoon that the body of never so good, and the probability is that very soon tho 
Costello was recovered. The funeral of the three un place will be the most important in Plumas County. Th· 
fortunate men took place Thursday. John Buckley and following news about Sawpit Flat and Richmond Hill i 
Benjamin Merian were buried at La Porte, and Thomas from Richmond Hill is from the M.M. of October 10th c 
Costello at Howland Flat. Father O'Reilly conducted the 1863: SAWPIT FLAT: "The news here Is neither funny
services for Mr. Costello." interesting or important, still it may be Interesting to a' 

Editor to know how little news a place like this can furM.M. September 1908: DROWNED AT BRANDY CITY 
nish. We are in the midst of a very warm and pleasan HEAD DAM 
Indian summer, and everybody seems disposed to ac"La Monte E. Brown, a resident of Scales and 
upon the old maxim 'make hay while the sun shlnes'.Th. vicinity for many years, was drowned in Little Canyon 
morning dawns amid the notes of carpenters' saws ant Creek at the head dam of the Brandy City Mining Com
hammers, the shrill 'OH HOHE' of men handling heav:pany's property last Tuesday. Against the advice of 
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timbers, and the sun sets to the cheery music. Little 
houses are springing up around like mushrooms. Where I 
noW sit writing I can count ten new residences, two 
saloons and a livery stable that have sprung up in a few 
weeks past. Besides this the Union Company and the 
Franklin are erecting very large dump houses, timber 
sheds and smith's shops, and Messrs. Newhouse and 
Scheeline are putting up a store. So you see Sawpit is 
looking up. 

"The old Saloon of Howel and Egbert at Richmond 
Hill is lookirig ' very gloomy indeed. It is standing 
doorless, floorless, and windowless. The store of 
Newhouse and Scheeline will leave the Hill in a few days; 
its destination is Sawpit. The butcher's shop at the Hill is 
closed, and the butcher gone to Sawpit. The livery stable 
keeper is building a large stable at Sawpit and will soon 
abandon the Hill establishment. In fact Richmond Hill has 
moved to Sawplt. The mining claims present but little 
interest now when there is no water to extract the 
precious metal. The Union Company have taken out a 
large pile of gravel in anticipation of the 'good time 
coming'. The same may be said of the Eagle Company. 
The Franklin and the Comet are in bed rock yet, but nearly 
into gravel it is supposed. The New York Company, in
corporated a few weeks ago, has let a contract to run 650 
feet of tunnel. The Monitor has, I think, fallen asleep until 
spring. The John Morcom seems waiting for something to 
turn up. The saloon of Howell and Egbert opened up on 
Friday evening last, and gave a ball in honor of the oc
casion, and Sawpit had a general dance. Another dance 
followed on Saturday evening and the saloon was con
sidered fairly dedicated ." Yours, EMIGRANT 

In 1865, the 89th Anniversary of our Independence was 
celebrated at Sawpit Flat. A firing of anvils ushered in the 
Day, there being no cannon at the Flat. There was a 

procession in the morning which was followed by the 
singing of national songs by the Glee Club. The In
dependence Declaration was read by M. B. Sturgis and the 
oration of the Day was delivered by Mr. Bramall, G.T.G.S. 
of the Sons of Temperance Lodge. He spoke for two hours 
and it was reported that he was "listened to with marked 
attention throughout." 

WASHINGTON HILL AND NELSON 
About half a mile east of Sawpit Flat is Washington 

Hill where there was also early mining. The following, 
about the place, is from the M.M. of 8-2-62: "The 
Australia Company at Washington Hill, have at length, 
after long and patient toil, struck the richest kind of 
prospects, taking out as high as from three to six dollars 
to the pan . All their dirt yields well, and has greatly 
confirmed the hopes of owners in adjacent claims, who 
are pretty well in with their tunnels and expect to strike 
the same range before the close of the season." 

Nelson Creek flows northeast, its watershed being a 
part of that of the Feather River, and is about nine miles, a 
little east of north of Gibsonville, and is crossed by the 
Gibsonville-Quincy road. The issue of the M.M. above 
quoted has the following information about mining at 
Nelson Creek: "NELSON CREEK: On this creek the 
stream has continued high, and the miners are but just 
getting in wing dams and commencing their Season's 
work. At the head of Nelson's some gold has been taken 
out. The Australian Company have rich surface diggings 
and have been taking out for a month past some $20 a day 
to the hand. The English Company are also doing well, 
making some $7 a day to the hand. A French Company are 
taking out considerable gold, but as they keep things to 
themselves, the amount of their earnings is not definitely 
known ." 

FOOTNOTES 

(14) 	 A statement in Hutching's California Magazine - (1856
1866), records the population of Gibsonville In 1856 as being 
700. 

(15) 	 "In The Diggings in '49" by Owen C. Coy. Published by 
the California State Historical Association --- Los Angeles. 
Printed by the California State Printing Office. 

(16) 	 A tunnel (drift) mine not included in this list of early 
tunnel mines of Gibsonville and vicinity was the Bootjack, 
the claims of which were in Gibson Ravine, and on which 
work was begun in 1857. 

(17) 	 A reference to the formation of the new county of Alturas, 
part of which was to be composed of the northern section of 
Sierra County. 

(18) 	 This is a reference to Anti-Debris legislation, i.e . , Ine 
enactment of legislation which would again permit 
hydraulicking under certain conditons. 
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History of St. Louis 

The site of the early mining town of St. Louis is 
about midway between La Porte and Howland Flat and 
northeast of the former place. It was located in a region of 
placerQ.iggings named Sears Diggings, and since St. 
Louis was the largest of several mining settlements in the 
general area of these diggings it was often referred to as 
Sears Diggings. In the Mountain Echo of April 2nd of 1853 
the early mining settlement of Chandlerville, which was 
about a mile and half northeast of St. Louis is described 
as being in the center of Sears Diggings. It can be reached 
by two roads; one from La Porte via Yankee Hill, and the 
other a longer route but a better road, south from La Porte 
down across Slate Creek and on through Queen City . This 
latter road is maintained in good condition during the 
summer by the Sierra County Department of Public 
Works. 

st. Louis is believed to have been one of the earliest of 
the many mining settlements of Northern Sierra County, it 
being thought that Captain Sears made his discovery of 
'the section of the gold-bearing gravel of an ancient river 
channel in 1850 or 1851. The reader is referred to the 
Chapter on the History of Gibsonville for more about 
Captain Sears. It was also one of the towns at which the 
ancient river channel was most extensively worked. 

A Mr. R. Hodson in a note sent to The Mountain 
Messenger in 1909, stated that he crossed the plains in 
1852 with an ox team and settled in Sears Diggings which 
were near St. Louis in the fall of that year. He stated that 
the town received its name from the fact of a group of men 
from Missouri, of which he was one, establish ing itself 
there . The following paragraph from an article which 
appeared in a Mountain Echo of May 1853 attests to how 
rapidly St. Louis grew . "St. Louis last summer contained 
one cabin and a tent store, but now can show some fifty 
houses, including several fine hotels, two large and one 
small saloon and a number of stores, shops, etc., where 
can be purchased all the necessaries and most of the 
luxuries of civilization . On the Flat are some one hundred 
buildings, principally miners' cabins." 

A distinctive characteristic of the early mining in the 
diggings of St. Louis was the construction and operation, 

as early as 1854, of a huge flume, known as the in
dependent Flume, about fifteen hundred feet long, 

running through the flat, which was used to remove the 
tailings of the many sluices. This flume method, however, 
was not adequate to remove all of the tailings effiCiently, 
and like.the method employed in other placer diggings, a 
drainage ditch named the "Mountain Ranger", had to be 
dug. By 1858 mining operations were so extensive that 
this ditch had to be cut down ten feet in order to better 
drain the diggings. 

The following quotations from the Mountain Echo of 
May 28th of 1853, and the Sierra Citizens of February 18, 
March 11 th, and March 18th of 1854, afford us much 
interesting news of St. Louis early in its history. An 
estimate of the extensiveness of the diggings can be had 
from the statement In the Sierra Citizen of March 11 th of 
1854 that there were about 180 sluices preparing to work, 
and that there was water sufficient for 250 heads. The 
population of the area Is given as 900 --- almost all of 
whom were miners --- and there were to be many more 
expected when in a week or two more water would 
become available for sluicing. The following com
munication of the correspondent "Pick" to the Echo of 5
28-53 speaks of mining operations being in "full blast", 
meaning that water was abundant for sluicing. W.S. 
Spear, referred to in the article, was an early attorney of 
Downieville. He was killed when with others of a volunteer 
military group ---- many of them from Downieville --- he 
went to the vicinity of Pyramid Lake in 1860 to "chastise" 
the Indians : 

St. Louis (Sears Diggings) 
May 24th, 1853 

EDITOR ECHO: 
...........Our mining operations are now In full blast, 

with a fair show of a long and beautiful yield of the 
glittering oro. I have never as yet had the pleasure of 
paying a visit to your locality, but I should judge from all 
accounts that you have your share of the good things of 
this life . 

"Your fellow townsman, W .S. Spear, and Charles 
Stanwood of Goodyears Bar, have been with us for a 
couple days, and we have derived no little pleasure from 
their society . .... A few of us happened to be assembled 
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together this afternoon, Spear and Stanwood considered, 
and we had a very pleasant reunion. Politics were cussed 
and dis-cussed, etc, particularly the so-forth. At an early 
hour in the evening we adjourned to the Miners' Hotel for 
supper, and although none of us were hungry, I think the 
landlord could testify, with tears in his eyes, that we 
performed no delicate part towards his table. No very 
ancient formalities were observed by the party, except 
that of conversing on National topics, the principal one of 
which was who should be Foreign Minister to 
Marysvil Ie .... 

"I must now close, with a promise that as soon as 
regular communication between your town (Downieville) 
and ours is open, you shall be kept posted on passing 
events." 

Yours, PICK 

s .C. 2-18-54: St. Louis (Sears Diggings) 
February 15th, 1854 

EDITOR CITIZEN: 
" ...........Since the late rains our place presents a 

lively appearance. Hitherto, the faces both of miners and 
traders have been gradually lengthening, and fears were 
entertained that general bankruptcy would ensue. But 
now everybody is at work, and I believe that the season 
will yet make amends forthe long delay of the rains . 

"You know Sears Diggings never were famed for ex
traordinary riches, but every day one can safely reckon on 
fair wages and often for much more. Hitherto, no very 
large strikes have been made, though a vast amount of 
gold Is dally taken out in the vicinity. 

"You have heard of the movement In favor of a new 
county to be called 'Summit' County. The proceedings of 
the Gibsonville convention have been forwarded to the 
Citizen for publication, which saved me the trouble of 
explanation. The law-going portion of our citizens do not 
admire the scenery between this and Downieville -- which 
may be exceedingly romantic when sketched on paper, 
but very commonplace where one is forced to climb the 
hills in six feet of snow. People generally care but little 
about the matter --- but in every community there are 
embryo statesmen and patriots who would take pleasure 
in serving their country in any little offices where their 
services might be required. At present there is but little 
opportunity in Sierra County for such benevolent In
dividuals to do the State some service, inasmuch as the 
loaves and fishes are monopolized at Downieville. On this 
account we have determined to have a county of our own, 
provided we can get it, where experimental genius can 
have a chance to spread itself. ... Besides, In all mining 
towns there are professional witnesses who attend rows, 
and for a consideration give clear statement of the whole 
affair at the next court. This useful class a-re greatly· in
convenienced by having to go all the way to Downieville, 
and frequently miss profitable engagements during their 
absence. 

"Our amusements here are confined to exercise of the 
pick and shovel, occasionally varied with a pugilistic 
entertainment, in which o~erations are performed on the 
eye with promptness and dispatch. Now and then a ball is 
advertised, but for my part I have not had the opportunity 
of observing the dOings thereat for several reasons----flrst 
because I did not get an invitation, and secondly, because 
my regimentals woaldn't pass muster. What sort of a 
figure would I cut among the gifted and the gay, with my 
great stogie boots, thundering on the floor like a quartz 
mill? Some of these years I'll lay aside my venerable pea
Jacket, don a white shirt and high crowned belltaezer, and 
some fine evel)ing in the leafy month of June quietly walk 
across the prairie to a certain little log cabin--and--and-

for the present, good night." 
SPOON 

S.C. 3-11-54: 	SEARS DIGGINGS 
March 6th, 1854 

MESSRS. EDITORS: 
"Having seen many accounts of the various mining 

localities with their profitable yield, etc., in the Sierra 
Citizen, it occurred to me that there is one that has been 
entirely looked over, much more worthy of note than the 
rest.. .. 

"The new diggings discovered some four weeks ago on 
this flat, are said to be the richest now known in 
California, paying from $1 to $2.50 to the pan, having from 
two to six feet depth of paying dirt, and varying from eight 
to twelve feet in depth. The company have put in a fine 
flume some fifteen hundred feet long in order to work 
their ground, which is named the Independent Flume, and 
the cost of which amounted to about $8,000. This work 
has been prosecuted by men of energy, and in such a 
manner as betokens the rich reward the proprietors expect 
to receive for their indefatigable perseverance. The job 
has been completed in four weeks, being the neatest job 
of work that has ever been performed in the mountains in 
the same length of time. 

"The miners throughout this neighborhood average 
about sixteen dollars per day, but there are claims paying 
as high as $50 per day to the hand, and it is supposed that 
the Independent Company will make as high as $150 per 
day to the hand when they get started. There are about 900 
people in this district, nearly all of whom hold, or are 
interestec1 in claims. There are proviSions enough in this 
place to last over four months, and at the Eureka Store of 
Depew and Teil, can be had in addition to this large stock 
of provisions, clothing, etc., all the luxuries that the 
country can afford. The hotel keepers are beginning to do 
a profitable business; the North Star, City Hotel, and 
Wisconsin House, are well filled with strangers and 
others ... . 

"All the miners lack at the present time is water for 
sluicing, but there are all appearances of being well 
supplied with that indispensable necessity ere long, as 
there are about five feet depth of snow here at the present 
time .... The number of sluices In this vicinity preparing 
for work is estimated at 180, and the quantity of water in 
an ordinary thaw amounts to. over 250 sluice heads, 
leaving a surplus of 70 heads for those who want to try 
their hand or prove their luck." 

MARLENE SPIKES 

S.C. 3-18-54: MINING ITEMS: 

"Nothing of much importance has reached us from 
any of the mining districts. The deep snow and stormy 
weather prevented the Expressman from reaching Sears. 
At Eureka Flat, Craig's, Morrison's Ravine, etc., very little 
is dOing for the want of water. 

"We received a note by way of Marysville from a friend 
in St. Louis, dated March 11th, stating that up to this time 
the miners were dOing but little, for the same reasom . 
Pack trains had been trying to reach that place but had not 
succeeded at the time the note was dispatched. The writer 
apprehended a diet of pork and beans, with variations. We 
think, however, from our own observation while residing 
there in the fore part of the winter, that no apprehensions 
of of a scarcity need be entertained, as most of the stores 
were filled with provisions, which will be sufficient to 
supply a very great addition to the mining population. 

"There is generally a rush addition in the spring to 
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Sears, and during those months we know of no other 
place where we would rather go to look for work if out of 
employment. But after the snow has melted off, the little 
brooks dry up, and vast numbers are thrown out of em
ployment. The ditches supply great quantities of water 
until late in the summer, but nothing in proportion to the 
extent and value of the diggings. While the water lasts, 
but little runs to waste. Night and day the work goes on, 
and by the time the water fails an astonishing amount of 
gold has been taken out, and the diggings seem no nearer 
exhausted than the year before.' 

As it was with all of the other mining settlements 
almost all of whose industry wag based on placer mining, 
times in St. Louis became very dull during the fall and 
winter when there was insufficient water. But with the 
melting of the snow in the spring and the having of water 
for sluicing and hydraulicking, the towns leapt to life 
again. The reader will find many references in the ac
counts of the histories of the many settlements of Nor
thern Sierra County to the fact of the direct connection of 
water and prosperity. Such a reference is found in the 
newspaper article just quoted above. However, even 
during the winter a few mines found themselves able to 
work, particularly if the winter was an "open" one and not 
as cold as usual. For instance the Mountain Messenger of 
February 7th of 1863, notes that: "Mining in St. Louis is 
dull . Eight companies only are drifting in the vicinity of 
the town." (NOTE: In these cases, in high probability, the 
men working in the drift tunnel were bringing out the 
gravel only to stock-pile it in a "dump" to await adequate 
water in the spring when it would be run through the. 
sluices. So it was, that some of the drift tunnel placer 
mines could be worked for part or all of the winter. 

DITCHES: 
Two of the earliest ditches supplying water for the 

diggings of St. Louis and vicinity were the Sears Union 
Water Company Ditch and the Emery Ditch. The former, 
which was the most extensive, had its beginning in 
August of 1853 when Miles Hollingsworth, A.L. Williams, 
William A. Davidson, C.A . Purinton, and C. Griswold 
incorporated the Sears Union Water Company. Object of 
the company was "to convey the waters of the various 
branches of Slate Creek and other streams to the mines 
known as Sears Diggings and vicinity by means of ditches 
which said company have already constructed or may 
hereafter construct to the mines for mining and other 
purposes ." Capital stock of the company was $75,000. 
This company came to have one of the most important 
and extensive ditch systems in the whole of the area of 
Northern Sierra County. The Emery Ditch brought to the 
diggings as much as 140 miners' inches of water. 

The following article from The Sierra Democrat of April 
7th of 1860 gives us the following information about 
ditches which were supplying the mines of St . Louis and 
vicinity at that time : "The Sears Ravine flume will 
commence operations next week . The flume is a new work 
recently completed, to take up tailings from sluices of the 
mining companies, and is expected to be a good 
speculation. About five or six ditch companies will 
commence work next week, and soon eight or nine will be 
contributing to the flume. Chas. W. Hendel has been in 
:11is business in Sears Ravine for years, and has made a 
deal of money, of which he is well deserving. 

North Ravine Flume Company has stripped top-dirt 
from two claims, and. will soon have the tailings from 
several sluices running through .... "Judson's Flume is 
running, receiving tailings from J's piping claims and one 
other company's grounds... . At Juke's Point, the com

panies are all piping , and expect to come up to the 01, 
character of this rich-yielding tract .... A tunnel for a flum 
has been commenced which cannot be completed in les 
than a year." 

FIRES! 
St. Louis suffered disastrously in its early histor 

from fires in 1854, 1857, and in July of 1862, which latte 
fire destroyed all of the main part of the town, leaving onl 
the fire-proof build ings. In an effort to halt the spread a 
the flames of this latter fire one house was taken up fran 
its foundation by the sills and removed by hand from th, 
row of buildings where it stood into the middle of th, 
street. An account of the fire spoke of: "The water fron 
the place being all riled and unfit for drink, that the man' 
thirsty men engaged in quenching the fire had recourse tl 
Wolf's lager beer manufactory which was open with. 
plentiful supply of lager, free to all. And the many hungr; 
men at noon helped themselves to a bountiful supply 0 
crackers, cheese, lager, etc., furnished by Charles 
Gerichten and Engler and Company, who were so for 
tunate as to lose nothing worth m~ntioning by the fire .... 

Cinders and bits of paper fell in Gibsonville ani 
constituted the first news this town had that there was; 
fire in a town of the area somewhere . A correspondent c 
The Sierra Citizen spoke of, when leaving St. Louis fc 
Pine Grove, a day or two after the fire: "Noticing a hous· 
moving down the street toward the ruins propelled by 2 
or 30 men on each side of it." He remarked that: "SI 
Louis boys have got the real California grit, and what w 
saw goes a great way in the prospect of the place bein~ 
rebuilt. " 

Within a few weeks of this great 1862 fire the town ha, 
made a substantial progress toward a recovery. Th 
following article from the M.M. of 7-26-62 tells of thl 
recovery: "REBUI LDING: Our unfortunate friends at SI 
Louis are reconstructing their town with rapidity 
Although it may not be quite so large as formerly, th 
place will doubtless present an improved appearance. Th 
effort to remove the location of the town higher up on th 
ridge, away from mining ground, signally failed. BrOWE 
and Company are going to erect their hotel, ~he Westerr 
upon the old Depew lot, a very central location. It wi 
be larger than their former house, much handsomer an 
more convenient." (NOTE: The business building 
destroyed in this great 1862 fire will be found listed in th 
section on Businesses in this history of St. Loui~ 
following shortly, with the notation 1862 (F) after th 
name of the business." 

Again in 1880 St. Louis suffered a material loss by fir 
when six buildings were consumed. This fire came nee 
destroying much of the town. A miner coming in from th 

. diggings in the middle of the night discovered Swartz' 
Hotel to be on fire. People staying at the hotel wer 
immediately aroused and all were able to escape. S 
'_ouis, being without a pressure water system, it wa 
impossible to save the hotel, and the fire spread to an 
destroyed Dan Conlan'S and Charles Brundidge' 
dwellings, two barns and several out-buildings, before 
was brought under control by a bucket-brigade. Conlan 
stone store caught fire Inside where a wooden bulldlr 
jOined it, but the fire was discovered and put out betol 
any damage was done. Mr. Brundage was asleep in tt 
back part of his saloon, and when awakened by the alrn 
ran out to discover the whereabouts of the fire. When t 
returned he found that some one had taken his pants, 
which there was considerable money, his gold watch, ar 
several other articles. The fire started In the rear of It 
hotel, but its cause went undetermined. 
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SCHOOL' 
A school , set up in a building not specifically built 

for such, and the cost of operat ion of which was met by 
public subscription , was opened in 1853 with about 20 
pupils in attendance. Two years later a school build ing 
was constructed to which improvements were made in 
1862. 


Some of the early teachers of the St. Louis school 

were : Miss McCrory 1862, Mrs . Van Winkle 1863, Miss 
Maggie McKee 1866, and John Hayes 1867-69. Teachers 
of the school from 1885 into 1914 were: Thomas McGrath 
and H. Childress 1885-86, Miss Maude Wolcott and Hugh 
Bankhead 1886-87, Mr. H .H . Childress and Miss Wolcott 
1887-88, Mr. Bankhead and Miss Lizzie M . Finane 1888
89, Lizzie Finane 1889-91 , Al ice S. Kingdon and Ol ivia 
Aldridge 1891-92, Nellie Hartly , Ellen Alexander and 
Carrie Carr 1893-94 , W .R. Honodel 1898-1900, Miss 
Annie E. Sinnott 1900-1903, Eva B. Moak 1903-04, 
Joseph ine Delahunty and Eleanor F. Stilson 1904-05, 
Ellen Rhodes and Eva Woodward 1905-06, Anna Gaffney 
and Mrs. Kate Donnelly 1906-07, Mrs. Donnelly and Mae 
Carmichael 1907-08, Mae Carmichael 1908-10, Martha 
Kimball and Eva McKenzie 1910, Martha Kimball and Eva 
McKenzie 1910-1 1, and Eva McKenzie 1911-14. 

In connec tion with church services in St. Loui s a 
Sunday Sc hool was held . In April of 1875 the pupils of this 
school presented the fol lowing musical and recitation 
program at Fraternity Hall: 

Recitat ion: .... , The Coming of Spring . . . Anna Horn 
Recitation : ... . . If We Knew .. . Lizzie Parker 
Recitation: . .. . . Made Happy . .. Rebecca Carmichael 
Recitation : . .... If I Were a Sunbeam . . . Alice Sherman 
Dialogue .... . Peter and Andrew Carmichael 
Dialogue .... . The Wonderful Scholar '" Henry Jones, 
Mary Mooney,. and Lizzy Parker 
Dialogue .... Somebody and Nobody . .... Willie Jones and 
Fred Sammons 

1
i 
- Song ..... Don 't Marry a Man that Drinks .... Miss Lewis of 

Port Wine 

EARLY BUSINESSES: 
Among the businesses of St. Louis from the late 

1850's into the 1880's were the following : (The business 
build ings destroyed in the great f i re of July of 1862 are 
noted by placing an (F) after the name of the business.) 
H. W. Johnston .. .. . Physician and Surgeon .. .. 1858 
John Wolf's Brewery " 1862 (Wolf also had a Brewery at 
Port Wine) 
SI. Louis House . . . Brandt and Conlon ... Proprietors 
1861 
H. G. Weston's Alturas Meat Market ... 1861 . . .. (F) 
Patrick Logan . .. . . Saloon .. 1862 (F) 
Chinese Wash House .. ... 1862 .. . (F) 
Joseph Vangundy 's Store and Saloon ..... 1862 
Gerichten and Engler ... General Store ... 1862 
Fredenburr and George .. Hydraulic Water Power Pumps 
'" 1863 
Kerr and Gordon ... Saloon ... 1862 . . . (F) 

I Christ Kehrer .. . . Hoteland Bakery .... 1862 . . . (F) · Office of the Sears Union Water Company . . . . 1862 . . . (F) 
White and Tranor . .. General Store .. . 1862 . . . (F) 

I_ JH ' SBolt .. .. Saloon .. . 1862 . .. (F) (F)i . mall and Company . . . General Store ... 1862 . . .. 

I Thos. Depew .... General Store .. .. 1862 . .. (F)

I John Block ... . Barber Shop ... 1862 . .. (F) 

, Office of Dr. Alemby Jump .. . Physician and Surgeon .... 

- 1862 ... (F)
, 

Henry Fink .. . . Boot and S hoe Shop .... 1862 ... (F)
I Lew Beard sley .. . . Saloon .. .. 1862 ... (F) 

Carter and Danforth .. . ... Saloon .. . . 1862 . .. . (F) 

Boucher's Butcher Shop ..... 1862 . .. . (F) 

Sam Krebs .. . . General Store ... 1862 .. . (F) 

Robert Bowyer ... . Carpenter Shop . . . .. 1862 . . . (F) 

Brandt and Conlon .. .. General Store .... 1862 (F) 

W. F. Thomas .. . ... General Store . . . . 1862 (F) 
John Gibson's Hotel . .. . 1862 
Babb and Johnson ... Livery Stable .. . . 1862 (F) 
Brower and Company ... Western Hotel .... 1862 
Fruit and Cigar Store of Henry (?) .... 1862 

W. F. Thomas was Postmaster of theSt. Louis Postoffice. 
From the late 1870's for many years, Dan Conlan was 

the proprietor of the principal general store of St. Louis . 
One of the principal general stores of the town in the 
1860's was that of C.P. Gerichten and Jacob Engler. Here 
is the way their AD appeared in issues of The Sierra 
Democrat in 1862: 

C.P. GERICHTEN (19) JACOB ENGLER 

At St. Louis 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers 

In 

Groceries, Provisions , Wines , Liquors , Hardware , 
Clothing, Dry Goods, Boots and Shoes, Mining Im
plements 

And a General Assortment of Useful and Fancy Articles 

- '.~. 

St. louis in the Early 1900's 
Building Shown was the Home of Richard Mooney 

Co urtesy : Fra nk Rei ll y 

LODGES: 
In 1860 the members of the I.O.O.F . of the "Over 

North " area of the county celebrated in SI. Louis the 
Forty-first Anniversary of the establishment of the Order. 
The Sierra Democrat of May 5th reported the event : "At 2 
o'clock P.M . a procession, formed by the members of 
Table Rock Lodge No. 91 , accompanied by delegations 
from Alturas Lodge No. 80 and Pilot Peak Lodge No. 91, 
and the members of Olive Branch encampment No.9, 
preceded by the Pine Grove Brass Band, formed in 
Fraternity Hall. The procession under the marshallship of 
John K. Walls and H. Burlingham, marched to the upper 
end of Main Street; then countermarched, and upon 
arrival at the Western Hotel a number of ladies joined the 
procession, and the throng proceeded to the Town Hall to 
hearthe oration of L.E. Pratt. .. . At 6 o'clock the members 
of the Order and invited guests assembled at the Western 
Hotel , and partook of a sumptuous dinner prepared by 
Messrs . Runny and Elliot. Intheevening a fine party came 
off at the Town Hall. .. . SI. Louis, during the day and 
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evening, presented a lively appearance." 
In 1869 the Order of F. and A. M. celebrated St. John's 

Day at St. Louis. The M.M. of 7-10-69, carried the news of 
. 	 the observance: "The Gibsonville Brass Band, coming by 

way of La Porte, followed by a cortege of carriages and 
buggies filled with Masonic brethren , their ladies and 
friends, arrived at St. Louis amidst glees and music that 
made the valleys and mountains resound echoes of joy. 
At the appointed hour a Masonic procession, conSisting 
of the members of st. Louis Lodge and visiting brethren, 
led by the far-famed Gibsonville Brass Band marched 
through the principal streets of the place. Thence to 
Union Hall, to be agreeably charmed and entertained with 
appropriate odes by the very amiable ladies and gen
tlemen of Port Wine Glee Club and music by the Band. 
The President of the Day, Brother B.J. Sammons, ad
dressed the audience with eloquent allusions to St. John, 
the Baptist, and the object and character of Free masonry. 
Afterthe oration, glees, music and songs filled the hearts 
of all present with delight, joy, and gladness. We have 
seldom known a day to pass off so harmoniously. The 
observance was concluded by a dance at Union Hall. At 
mid-night there was a dinner at Corbett's Hotel and then 
the dance continued. 

RECREATION: 
In early March of 1863 there were snowshoe races 

held on a 900-foot track on a hill named the "Five Points" 
near the town. The feature of the day was a speCial match 
race between Horn and Fink, the latter a shoemaker, and 
Horn asaloon keeper, both of St. Louis. Fink won the race 
with a time of 1° seconds, with Horn falling before 
crossing the finish line. Both racers had in earlier runs on 
the hill made better times than the 10 seconds. Races 
were scheduled the following week between the St. Louis 
and Pine Grove snowshoe clubs. 

St. Louis, in common with most of the towns of Sierra 
County, had a "big gun" or cannon which was fired on 
appropriate occasions and at some times without there 
being what would normally be regarded as ·sufficient 
warrant for such an event. It appears that the St. Louis 
"gun" some time in 1863 had been delivered to Port Wine, 
for in July of that year a "subscription was raised among 
the patriotic citizens of the town for the purpose of 
sending a messenger to La Porte, to get the gun 
belonging to the St. Louis Artillery from Port Wine. The 
gun was brought home in due time and a salute of 32 
rounds was fired. At the same time a magnificent flag 
pole was raised in center st. Louis. 

Following are excerpts from two letters by St. Louis 
correspondents which appeared in the M.M.'S OF 
8-30-62, 2-7-63 and 5-16-63, which give us some further 
information about mining, condition of the town, and of 
there being a danCing school and a dance group: 

ST. LOUIS 
August 27, 1862 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"The streets of St. Louis look lively with the stir of 

building, and the sound of hammer and saw is constant 
from early dawn to set of sun. There are quite a number of 
fine new buildings rapidly approaching completion, and 
all of them appear to be of the most substantial kind. 
Quite a number of vacant lots will be left this season, 
which, it is presumed, will be built upon another year. The 
post office and fruit store of Mr. Thomas is a neat building 
on the lot formerly occupied for the same purpose. The 
Western Hotel is now temporari Iy kept in the stone 
building under the Odd Fellows Hall ... . 

"The mining claims about here are still paying bett 
than they did for several years since 1857. The Conic 
boys' claims, at the head of Charley Hendel's flume, hal 
cleaned up after twenty days' work of four men, and he 
140 ounces. Th is was from ground which was previous 
considered not very rich. Charley Hendel, accompanie 
by his brother, is back from the East, and Is at work on h 
flume. The Sierra claims at Chandlerville have paid large 
this season, some $6,000 having been taken out by s 
men. These claims are owned by Andrew Snow. 

Despite our fears in the Spring that the water sease 
would be short, and that but a limited quantity of go 
would be taken out, it is a noticeable fact throughol 
most of the towns in this section of the county, whe 
hydraulic diggings are being worked, that the water he 
been more abundant and lasted longer than has bee 
known before for years, so much so that diggings usual 
abandoned at this season continue to be worked, wi 
the prospect of water for a long time yet. 
The first robbery of the season, here, was committed th 
morning, at about half-past nine o'clock, from the mone 
drawer of Mr. Krebs. He was standing In front of h 
house conversing with Mr. Small, and while so engagE 
some adroit scroundrel entered by the back door and toe 
between fifty and sixty dollars in cash from his monE 
drawer, besides a gold watch valued at $125. Mr. Kreb: 
like many others of our town, was burned out at the tlIT 
of our recent calamity, and was so unfortunate a year , 
two ago as to lose one of his arms .... Business in S 
Louis is improving, and I think that our town will t 
rebuilt·to- its size before the fire, at least. The Union tick, 
posters are pasted upon every barn door In town. Even tt 
women and children love to read them, and all admire II" 
eagle, the flag, and the nominees. 
W.F.T. 

M.M. 2-7-63: ST. LOUIS: "The sleighing from this pla( 
to La Porte is excellent." 

Mining, at this season, is of course, dull . Eigl 
companies only are drifting in the vicinity of the town. BI 
preparations have been made for taking out an unusu 
amount of gold next season. A numberof companies hal 
substituted iron for canvas hose, and are well pleaSE 
with the result. The price of canvas duck Is now very hlg l 
Probably not less than $25,000 worth of iron pipe will t 
manufactured at St. Louis and Howland Flat next seasor 
J. Small and Company, and Munter and Engler Sol 
between $3,000 and $4,000 worth the past year. We al 
informed by Messrs. Gerichten and Engler that tt 
Caledonia Company at Cedar Grove, are working elgl 
hands and drifting out about $1,000 per week. The Com 
Company at Gardiner's Point, are doing about equally e 
well .... Campbell recently opened a dancing school, ar 
has now from 25 to 30 pupils In attendance. The boys a 
bound to exercise their 'understandings' .... An amatel 
dramatic company are drilling, and will doubtless make 
good show one of these days or nights .... Mr. Brower, It 
industries landlord of the Western Hotel, Is bound to ha' 
one of the finest hotels in the county." 

M.M. 5-16-63: ST. LOLliS: "The road to this place from I 
Porte is nearly bare. A few days' work will place it in gO( 
condition. A subscription was raised at Howland Flat ar 
Pine Grove on Wednesday, to clear the road of snow, : 
that the stages can run from La Porte to the former pia, 
early next week. There are no loafers in the streets her 
everything looks quiet, but there are a good many men 
work in the diggings. The ditch companies of this pial 
sold more water last week than they have been wont 
furn ish for several years past." 
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SADDLE TRAIN AND MAIL: 
In 1864 C. Sherman was running a saddle passenger 

train between Downieville and 5t. Louis. Issues of the 
Mountain Messenger of that year from May on, contain 
the following notice of his animal train: 

NEW PASSENGER TRAIN 

On and after this date the undersigned will run a train of 
saddle animals to : 

ST. LOUIS 

Sundays excepted, going by way of Excelsior Hill, 
Deadwood, Poker Flat, Cold Canyon, Potosi , Howland 
Flat, and Pine Grove. 

For Passage apply at the Downie Hotel, Dowieville, and 
the Sierra Nevada Hotel, Howland Flat. 

Trains will leave Downieville, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday at 8 o'clock and leave 5t. Louis on alternate days at 
7 o'clock A. M. 

Downieville, May 12th, 1864 
C. SHERMAN 

In 1882, A.H. T~vis was awarded a contract in the 
amount of $272 per year to carry the mall between St. 
Louis and Downieville, and in 1886 a four-year mall 
contract for the same route was awarded to Robert Morse 
of Downieville. 

Here from the Mountain Messenger of October 14th of 
1893 are excerpts from an article of general news about 
SI. Louis: 

NEWS FROM ST. LOUIS 

"Saturday evening, September 9th,adance was given by 
Manuel Miguel, one of the pioneer residents of this 
mining camp, and music and calling was furnished by 
Geo. Cay a of Port Wine and Geo. Goard of Howland Flat. 
.... Swartz's Hotel has some boarders. Work Is steadily 
successfully progreSSing in the development of the Ex
celsior drift mine at Cedar Grove. Conlan's general 
merchandise store supplies the miners with almost 
everything essential for their comfort and happiness. A. 
Carmichael continues in the meat business . F.M. 
Sutherland of San Jose is teaching the public school, 
average attendance twenty-five pupils. F. X. Becker took 
Mrs. J.P . Denoon of Gibsonville in his carriage to 
Marysville on her way to San Francisco. Summit Lodge 
No. 127, I.O.O.F., with a membership of twenty-four, 
celebrated the anniversary of the institution of their lodge, 
Saturday evening, Oct. 7th, with a dance at Schwering's 
Hall. Elias Squier, Oliver and George Cay a furnished good 
calling and music. Robert Timson is Postmaster and 
keeps one of the best general variety stores in these 
mountains. Supervisor Hough is putting the roads in good 
order for winter. The Pacific Company are running a hard 
bed-rock tunnel of thirty feet, half of which is completed. 
Work will soon be resumed by the Forest Queen drift 
mining company. Overstreet and Todd are cleaning the 
tailings in the south fork of Slate Creek from the Hawkeye 
drift mine. About ten feet of snow remains on the nor
theast side of Table Rock. Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Costello, 
late residents of this place, recently married, have located 
In Gibsonville, where Mr. Costello is shift boss at the 
Th istle Shaft. ....W. F. Schwering and Geo. Goard lately 
!:.eturned from a business trip to San Francisco. There 
IS. not a barber shop in Northern Sierra. Jas. Keleghan , 
Simon l-iolfherr, Michael Sinnott, and Chas. Llttick are 

I~ 

working in the old Pioneer claim at Grass Flat, and Chas. 
Lowden, Tim Crowley and Joseph Nipp at the Excelsior 
drift mine near St. Louis. Misses Rose and Mary Helbach 
are stopping at Lassiat's boarding house... . Jack Costello, 
Chas. Goard, and Jas. McDannel are working at the 
Thistle Shaft. F .X. Becker's Hotel is a favorite stopping 
place, and his store and livery stable are well supplied 
with the best available. '" At Schwering's Saloon the 
choicest liquors and cigars are sold, and Wolf's Brewery 
turns out the best beer in this county .. . . A dance was 
given in Schwering's Hall, Tuesday evening, for your 
correspondent, and the participants enjoyed a good jolly 
time --- till the boys went home with the girls in the 
morning." 

St. Louis continued to be a reasonably active mining 
town until about 1915 with several drift companies 
continuing to operate during the years from the early 
1880's when Anti- Debris legislation prohibiting hydraulic 
mining was in effect. Some gravel tunnel mines could 
continue to operate for it required far less water for the 
working of the gravel than was necessary for a hydraulic 
mine, and so the tailings from their smaller sluice 
operations could be taken care of and their disposal not 
be in conflict with provisions of the Anti-Debris laws. 

Long after concerted mining ceased in the diggings of 
SI. Louis and vicinity, interest continued in them and 
from time to time attempts were made to try and find a 
'''pay streak" which had been overlooked. In the early 
summer of 1970, Thomas Brown of Medford, Oregon, 
purchased trom the Wycoma General Corporation of 
Nevada, on a bond and lease contract, the old St. Louis 
diggings, a total of sixteen claims and area which 
comprises the entire townsite of St. Louis. Brown worked 
the gravel with a drag-line, with the gravel being run 
through a washing plant. 

Adjacently west of tha site of SI. Louis is the old 
cemetery where rest many of the pioneer residents of the 
town. It is one of the largest of the several old cemeteries 
of Northern Sierra County. Here can be seen many graves 
with the headstones still intact, with a few being bounded 
by ornate wrought-iron fences, and a few enclosed by 
heavy mortised and squared timbers which are crumbling 
to ruin . 

Grave with Wrought Iron Fence in the Cemetery at St. Louis 
Photo 1970 
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All that remains of the once significant and bustling of 1970, Thomas Brown of Medford, Oregon, purchas, 
St. Louis is that here and there one can see a decayed from the Wycoma General Corporation of Nevada, on 
timber which once was part of the foundation of a home or bond and lease contract, the old St. Louuis diggings, 
business building, and a few stones arranged in an order total of sixteen claims and an area which comprised tl 
which suggests that they were the foundation stones of a entire townsite of St. Louis. Brown worked the gravel wi 
building. a drag-line, with the gravel being run through a washi, 

St. Louis continued to be a reasonably active mining plant. 
town until about 1915 with several drift companies Adjacently west of the site of St. Louis is the 0 

continuing to operate during the years from the early cemetery where rest many of the pioneer r~sidents of tl 
1880's into the 1890's when Anti-Debris legislation town. It is one of the largest of the several old cemeteri, 

prohiting hydraulic mining was in effect. Some gravel of Northern Sierra County. Here can be seen many grav, 


, tunnel mines could continue to operate for it required far with the headstones still intact, with a few being bound, 

I j 	 less water for the working of the gravel than was by ornate wrought-iron fences, and a few enclosed I 

necessary for a hydraulic mine, and so the tailing from heavy mortised and squared timbers which are crumbli, 
their smaller sluice operations could be taken care of and to ruin. 
their disposal not be in conflict with the provisions of the All that remains of the once significant and bustli, 
Anti-Debris laws. SI. Louis is that here and there one can see a decay, 

Long after concerted mining ceased in the diggings of timber which once was part of the foundation of a home 
St. Louis and vicinity, interest continued in them and from business building, and a few stones arranged In an ord 
time-to-time attempts were made to try and find a "pay which suggests that they were the foundation stones of 
streak" which had been overlooked. In the early Summer building . 

FOOTNOTE 

(19) 	 Charles P. Gerlchten was one of seven brothers, three of 
the others being Fred, Louis, and Philip, who came to the 
United States from Mannheim, Germany , in the early 1850's, 
They lived at various towns in the mining districts of Sierra 
County, mined for several years, and air;" later, went into 
business and were successful. 

The reader is referred to excerpts from several letters of 
Fred Gerlchten (Von Gerlchten), which were written to his 
mother in Germany when he was mining at Downieville. They 
appear in the author's first volume of this series of books on 
the history of Sierra County, entitled: "Downieville, Gold 
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Histories of Poker Flat, Cold Canyon 

and Deadwood 

(A) POKER FLAT : 
It appears to be not certain that the Northern Sierra 

County mining town of Poker Flat, which had its 
beginning in the early 1850's, was the setting for Bret 
Harte's "Outcasts of Poker Flat" . Even if it was Poker Flat 
it did not need to be the locale of a book by a great author 
for it to become possessed of a valued history. For the 
facts of the iocation of the settlement in one of the most 
rugged parts of Sierra County on the fabulously rich 
Canyon Creek at the bottom of the terribly rugged canyon 
of that creek ; the yield of hundreds of thousands dollars 
worth of gold extracted from the creek and from the 
tunnels of the mines of the town and its vicinity; the 
exceptionally rugged and fierce independence of the 
character of its inhabitants, who braved the cold and 
heavy snows of from ten to twenty feet----Cold Canyon 
near the Flat was so-named because of the severe cold 
of its winters ---- were sufficient for Poker Flat to come to 
have a history encased in an aura which was the product 
of the nature of the character of Its people and of their 
relationships to the distinctive character of the en
vironment. It is, of course, true that other of the mining 
settlements of the region also had developed about them 
a valued history . 

The site of Poker Flat ---- little of which remains to day 
to teil the visitorof its Significant size and the extent of its 
mining activity---is on Big Canyon Creek about two miles 
southeast of Howland Flat , where Grizzly Creek flows into 
Canyon Creek. Poker Flat, like its neighboring towns, had 
its beginning in the early 1850's. By 1854 the community 
was well established and the first tent and crude shacks 
were being replaced by larger and better-constructed 
dwellings of sawed lumber. 

The mining claims paid well from the start, first 
Worked being the gravels of the beds and the bed-rock 
crevices of Canyon and Grizzly creeks and the bars along 
them . In 1854 Carlisle and Company took out 60 to 120 
ounces of gold during one week; Derray and Company 
were taking out 4 to 5 ounces per man per day; and the 
O'Harron claims were yielding from $500 to $600 per day 
some of the weeks of their operation. It is said that from a 

recovered one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in a 
week, and that the following year the same crevice was 
more thoroughly worked and yielded thirty thousand 
dollars more. 

As was the case with many of the mining settlements 
of the county, during the earliest years of their existence, 
the yield of gOld, which was almost entirely from placer 
diggings, was steady and abundant, but the years of the 
early 1860's were those of a declining production, the 
reason being that many of the placer diggings had been 
almost worked out. Beginning in the late 1850's and early 
1860's a far greater proportion of the total gold produced 
came to be from ledge mines. Here, in an article from the 
Mountain Messenger of August 1st of 1863, is an in
dication of this slackening of industry and of prospecting 
work being done on ledges : "This old camp, Poker Flat, 
appears to be just holding its own. Many of the miners In 
the vicinity are employing their leisure in prospecting 
quartz, ledges of which are numerous in the vicinity . We 
have seen some valuable specimens of rock, taken from 
them. Work has been done on several ledges, and the 
future looks hopeful for the development of new 
resources of wealth , which may yet restore the town to its 
former proportions. We have examined the different kinds 
of rock , which differ in quality and color, from the 
beautiful white and rose varieties to the bronze and 
granite, and all of them plentifully spangled with 
sulphurets of different kinds, indicative of their value. 
This is a good section for the miner, yielding a rich return 
for his industry or investment. It has not been owing to 
lack of prospect that these ledges have been allowed to 
retain their treasure, but because of the ignorance of 
those who have endeavored to crush the rock; they lost 
the gold and their confidence through the same channel. 
From rock which should have yielded a hundred dollars to 
the ton, judg ing by the gold visible, they realized less than 
wages, and gave up in despair. Such has been the early 
history of many valuable ledges. Many of the creek claims 
above here are doing well. At. Miller's claim several large 
pieces of gold have been taken out , varying from one to 
fifteen ounces in weight." 

crevice which was about a foot wide and about four feet In the early 1850's a small mining settlement, 
deep which crossed Canyon Creek, that four men originally known as Little Grizzly, sprung up in the vicinity 
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I of Bunker Hill about two miles south of Poker Flat. This Ball given by Mr. Odlem. During the week, fine en
little town in the 1860's was known as Empire City. The tertainments were given by Mrs. H. Ballard and Mr. G.W. I ~ following quotation, which is from the Sierra Democrat of Keese, at which all the delicacies of the season were set 
December 8th of 1860, describes this mining camp: forth and fair justice done.... 1will not trouble you further 
"EMPIRE CITY ... ...This prosperous little mining camp, at present, but will keep you posted on the doings at our 
formerly known as 'Little Grizzly', is situated at the head place." 
of Grizzly Canyon, one mile from Poker Flat, and about PROSPECT CITY Jan'y 2nd, 1855 A. MINER 
six miles from Monte Cristo. There are at present about 

I -

forty men at work. The town is composed of about twenty
five houses. All the ground supposed to be valuable is 
held by three companies: Orleans Company - 10 shares. 
1,000 feet front; Democrat -- 8 shares, 800 feet front; and 
the Independent Company -- 8 shares, 800 feet front. The 
last two companies named have jointly run a prospect 
tunnel 1 ,400 feet and have gound gravel that will yield an 
average of $12 to the car load. Empire city will be a rich 
place." 

Following is an article which appeared In the Sierra 
Citizen of January 20th of 1855, which speaks of the 
mining settlement of Prospect City. The author is not 
certain of the exact location of this very early little town, 
but it was in the vicinity of Poker Flat, since the account 
reports of a company having been organized to bring 
water to the diggings of that place from the falls of 
Canyon Creek, and these fails are about a half mile below 
Poker Flat. It would appear from the above fact of the 
iocation of the fails that Prospect City was about three to 
four miles below Poker Flat, and probably on the south 
side of Canyon Creek, since there is a reference to It 
possibly' becoming "a far better business place than 
Craig's Flat", from which reference it Is a reasonable 
inference that it was not far from Craig's Flat. 
PROSPECT CITY: "Permit me to trouble you with items 
concerning our 'diggings', and the manner in which the 
people of Prospect City passed the holidays. Our mining 
interest will prove far more beneficial to all classes this 
season than it did the last. There are one third more 
persons here, and greater preparations for mining are 
made, and the only hindrance to our pockets and purses 
being lined, is the universal want of water. A number of 
Companies are drifting, and to say that they are not doing 
well, would not be telling the truth. G.W. Keese and 
Company have run a drift in their claims about one 
hundred feet, and have taken out from $1 to $2.50 to the 
pan --- and the further they go the better It pays. Hack 
Ballard and Company and W.F. Scott and Company have 
run in drifts of about sixty feet in length, and have been 
paid from 40 cents to $1 to the pan. Many claims prospect 
from 25 to 50 cents and the present indications for good 
and lasting diggings here are better than any other 'dry 
diggins' I know of at this time. 

"There is much ground here that has never -been 
prospected, and a company has been organized to bring 
in water in a ditch from the falls of Canyon Creek, which 
they will be able to complete by next Fall . The route is 
partly surveyed and greded and ready for excavation. The 
ditch will be very large, and it is confidently expected that 
it will supply the place with water all the year through . 

"Our city, in a general way, is improving very fast, and 
is destined to be a far better business place than Craig's 
Flat. A large Hotel has lately been erected and is now in 
full blast. It is kept by our friend Z. Odlem, Esq .. Also one 
store and two others close at hand, with ample supplies 
of pr~visions for the winter....We have also, among the 
inhabitants, two of the softer sex, and our population has 
been increased by the addition of a very young miner 
lately ....The Holidays passed off pleasantly to all hands. 
The boys commenced early Christmas morning and kept 
merry until New Year's night --- and wound up by a Grand 

Of interest is the fOllowing advertisement, which 
appeared in the Mountain Echoes of the fall of 1853, of the 
Mancineta Ranch, tow and one half miles from Poker 
Flat: MANCINETA RANCH: "This popular establishment 
formerly known as 'Kelly's Ranch', situated on the trail 
leading to the Upper Crossing of Canyon Creek, two miles 
and a half from Poker Flat. The proprietors are prepared to 
accomodate guests who may favor them with a call, with 
everything good to eat and drink. All the luxuries common 
to a Farm House can be enjoyed at our Ranch, such as 
MILK, FRESH EGGS. and all kinds of VEGETABLES." 

KELLOG AND CAREY 

As it was the case with most of the early Sierra 
County towns, disaster in the form of fire visited Poker 
Flat. The first major fire occurred in December of 1859 
when almost two-thirds of the town was destroyed. Then 
in July of 1876 a second disastrous fire consumed many 
buildings. The town made a courageous start toward a 
recovery from this fire, rebuilding with better homes, but 
the recovery was slow. The Mountain Messenger 0 
August 5th of 1876, reported: "Poker Flat has only 
partially-rebuilt since the recent disastrous fire, but new 
houses are in course of erection." 

In 1858 the Feather River and st. Louis Canal Com
pany was incorporated, with a capital stock of a half 
million dollars, to construct a canal and flume system 
which would take water from ravine sources which led 
into the Middle Fork of the Feather River, and from lakes 
of the vicinity, including Gold Lake, and conduct it to 
many of the diggings around Poker Flat, St. Louis, 
Howland Flat, Port Wine, etc., and on to Mount Pleasant 
--- the latter a place later to become more commonly 
known as Ermatinger's ---- and Scales. The tremendous 
project was never completed, but a few miles of the 
proposed ditch from the vicinity of Grass Flat to near 
Poker Flat, were constructed. 

By the early 1860's a number of the early diggings, as 
indicated above, had declined in productivity and thp. 
settlement underwent a period of decreased activity. An 
exception to this decreased production of the mines of 
the area, according to a report, were the claims of Charles 
Scott, who continued to get considerable "pay". Com
plicating the condition of the economy of the town was 
the fact that by the early 1860's many Chinamen had comE 
into the area and their competition with white miners wa~ 
beginning to be felt. 

In 1863 the area of Poker Flat and vicinity was made c 
new school district, and Miss Mary McCreery became thE 
first teacher. This public school took the place of earl Ie 
private schools and of home tutoring, which had ar 
irregular existence. Some of the pupils of the early pub/lr 
Poker Flat school came from Deadwood and Bunker Hill 
In the late summer of 1863 a Catholic Church was erecter 
and it was dedicated on Septmeber 6th of that year wltl 
the Reverend Bishop O'Conner officiating. 

An early business of Poker Flat was the saloon c 
Thomas Cleghorn, the foster father of Tommy Cleghor 
who later lived for many years in Downieville and er 
tertained with his violin. The older Cleghorn opened hi 
saloon in Poker Flat in July of 1864 and the Poker FI, 
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Group in Front of Charles Scott Home in Poker Flat - About 1900 

Courtesy: Mrs. Sophie Lassiat Hill 

correspondent of the Mountain Messenger verified that 
"he keeps the best of liquor, as we can testify". L.H. 
Osgood had a meat market in the early 1860's, which 
business was purchased by Charles Scott In 1865. Ap
parently Charles Scott had one of the better-producing 
mines of Poker Flat, for we find the Messenger reporting: 
"At Poker Flat, C.R. Scott has had a good return from his 
claims." C.R . Scott's claim yielded very well for the short 
water season. and: "The river mining this season has 
been productive generally, and many a slug has con
tributed to the average run of luck. Charley Scott showed 
us some of the richest specimens we have seen for a 
twelve month, and told us (confidentially of course) where 
such things were to be found ... ...We always did say Poker 
was rich in specimens, and being now convinced, we 
expect at our next visit to be shown many huge 
specimens of gold mixed with a little rough quartz, and if 
Charley will only raise his injunction of secrecy, we will 
tell all we know about it.. .... (M.M. 10-1-64) 

In 1864 a Union League, in support of the Union cause 
in the Civil War, was formed at Poker Fiat, starting with 
twenty-five members, and being named for General 
Sheridan. 

In 1876 the Pioneer Company of Grass Flat was at 
work building a flume in the viCinity of Poker Flat. 
However, in general, the 1870's were not prosperous years 
for Poker Flat, but faith remained that further work would 
resuit in the development of some new mines and In the 
discovery of new streaks of rich pay gravel In some of the 

old diggings. Evidence of this promise of the future was 
the building of a new hotel by Frank Bettinger in the 
summer of 1877. 

The following, about Poker Flat in the late 1870's, was 
included in a long account by Charles D. Cooper of the 
mines of Northern Sierra County, which appeared in 
the November 9th issue of the Mountain Messenger. 
Other sections of this account appear in the Chapter on 
the : History of some of the Mines of Northern Sierra 
County: "The steep, almost perpendicular grade leads 
you down in a circuitous course to, In the early years of 
the gold fever, the far-famed and densely populated 
district of POKER FLAT, where on ttle creek shore, 
sheltered by the high precipitous bluffs, hoary with the 
dust of ages, there once assembled over a thousand 
rugged , sun-burnt miners, fresh from their picks and 
shovels, up and down the ravines and canyons, to attend 
a circus performance near the gold-fringed bed of the 
stream, where now it would be difficult to rally a baker's 
dozen..... A Company from Los Angeles have taken up a 
considerable tract of ground, and are sinking a shaft 
opposite the Sierra works, where they will connect with a 
tunnel from Empire Flat. It Is believed they have a rich 
blue lead channel, under the lava, a supposed con
tinuation, though far away, of the famous Empire lead .... 
A tunnel one hundred and fifty feet in lerfgth, run in 1855, 
will be continued into the mountain. Gravel already struck 
in the shaft pays from ten to fifteen cents to the pan . Bed 
rock is looked ·for one hundred feet down." 
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Poker Flat in the 1880's Courtesy: Mrs. Sophie Lassiat Hill 

In early January of 1880, P.T. Dltmas was killed by a 
snowslide In Tennessee Ravine, about two miles above 
Poker Flat, the creek of which ravine Is a tributary of 
Canyon Creek. He was living alone In his log cabin and 
was reading a newspaper at the time the slide struck his 
cabin, for a portIon of the paper was found In his hands 
when the body was recovered. The slide carried the cabin 
bodily down the ravine, demolishing It, and It appeared 
that one of its logs struck Dltmas, killing him Instantly. 
Ditmas had come to California In about 1853 and had 
mined with Hiram Weir at the forks of Canyon Creek 
during the summer of 1854. 

In the early 1880's, Richard J. Sinnott, an uncle of the 
author, was the teacher of the Poker Flat School. A 
Mountain Messenger of 1862 contains this note about the 
school: "The public school, R.J. Sinnott teacher, at this 
mining camp has a good attendance, and all the scholars 
are progressing well In their various studies." Among the 
pupils of the school In 1886 were: Annie Dugan. Nellie 
Dugan, Belle Alexander, Ellen Alexander, Rosalie 
Bettinger, Sophie Bettinger, Carl Bettinger, Isabel Scott, 
Walter Scott, Christie Corlett, Frances Scott, Gustavve 
Bruckerman, Frank Bettinger, Fred Bruckerman and 
Annie Boland. In 1886, Blanche S. Lyon was the teacher. 
Some of the teachers of the Poker Flat school were: Mr. 
C.C. Bangs, 18S7; Blanche Lyon 1885-86 and 1887-88; 
Nora Hardy 1885-86; Kate E. Finane 1886-88;- H.H. 
Childress 1886-87 and 1888-89; Hettie May Corlett 1888
90; Miss Josle Finane 1890-92; Christie Corlett 1893-94; 
Ellen Alexander 1893-94; Miss Belle Scott 1895-96: and 

Isabel Thompson '898-99. 
In late March of 1882 -- a winter of heavy snows -- a 

snowslide occurred at Poker Flat, which, however, did 
not result In any fatalities. The M.M. of April 1st of that 
year describes this snowslide: "On Saturday last at 6 
o'clock in the evening a heavy snowslfde occurred just 
above Poker Flat. The slide came down from the south 
side of Canyon Creek, crossed the stream, and ran up on 
the others Ide, wrecking two cabIns. Fred Herman, living 
in one of the cabins, had left before, fearing the danger, 
but his partner and another man named Gardner, 
remained In the other cabin. They dug theIr way out, 
neither being hurt. Herman's dog was In his cabIn but was 
got out alive." 

Here from the 8-29-85 and 9-18-86 Issues of the 
Mountain Messenger are excerpts of artIcles which repon 
on mining activities of Poker Flat and vicInIty. The 8-29-& 
issue includes some Information about the early history 
of Poker Flat: "The Belmont Consolidated Company'e 
mill is not running on account of the scarcity of water 
The upper tunnel Is In about 70 feet, and connects wlt~ 
the middle tunnel by a shaft 80 feet deep. The quartz thm 
far has averaged about $30 per ton ..... Sierra Phoeni> 
Company have a ten stamp Huntington quartz mill run· 
ning night and day with 8 men at work ...... The lower malr 
tunnel is in 100 feet and delivers are to the mill chute frorr 
above, 75 feet, connecting there on a line with the ledge 
Prospecting tunnels have been put In at various places fo 
3,000 feet, with satisfactory results. There Is available 15' 
feet pressure of water --- all that of Canyon Creek -- to rul 
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Poker Flat in the Early 1900's Courtesy: Mrs. Margaret Wilt shire 

the mill and drain the mine so that the ledge can be 
worked to a great depth . 

"Ross, O'Donnell and Mr. Wooo are running a bedrock 
tunnel in their drift mine and expect to reach pay gravel 
this Fall . Wor!< has been temporarily stopped on the 
Grand Prize on account of need of supplies .. . . A. Mcintyre 
and M.. McFarland, owners in the Ballarat, will soon 
resume extending their main tunnel, and pay gravel is 
expected 300 feet ahead. Bonanza Extension Company 
will extend their main tunnel in 50 feet toward the pay 
channel in the Grand Prize this winter. 300 feet Is ex
pected to tap gravel and 700 feet good pay. Sunnyside 
Company have their tunnel in n~ar 500 feet, with the face 
in the prettiest kind of soft grey and light blue slate rock 
similar to that in the North America. An upraise is being 
made for the channel. Bunker Hill Company, whose 
ground is mostly in Sierra near Pilot Peak, obtained a 
prospect of 20 cents to the pan the other day. Soft slate 
rock in main tunnel. The business houses of Poker Flat 
are: McFarlan's hotel and store, and Bettinger's hotel. 
Miss Lyon is teaching the public school with 10 scholars. 

"From 1852 to 1855 Poker Flat was a large and 
populous town, with a dozen or more stores, five saloons, 
a Masonic Hall , two butcher shops, blacksmith shop, 
Jeweler shop, three hotels, and many other business 
houses . Canyon Creek was about the richest with gold in 
the country. In 1854 Risley's circus performed here with 
'Old Dog Tray', and a thousand people attenaed. Poker 
Flat has been burned, first in 1856 and the second time in 
1876. The largest nugget found by Mr. Thomas Cleghorn, 
near his house in. early days at Poker Flat, was valued at 
$403.00 ... Others much larger were discovered. If the rich 

quartz ledges are proved what they are thought to be, 
Poker Flat will again become one of the leading and 
prosperous mining camps of Sierra ." 0 

M.M. 9-18-86: POKER FLAT: "This noted mining camp, 
whose canyons, gulches, and river beds were so richly 
laden with gold nuggets in the days of the long ago, 
would scarcely be recognized by the old time residents . 
The lower part of the town, down stream, where used to 
be crowded togetherhotels, stores, saloons and cabins , 
daily thronged with hundreds of miners, is now but piles 
of boulders and debris . Only a few roughly-constructed 
houses remain of the once large and prosperous town .... 

"Recently, in four days, $1,200 was pounded out of 
quartz from the Belmont ledge. W.F. Baker, mining on the 
west branch of Canyon Creek, just above the falls, nor
theast of Poker Flat, has a good-paying placer claim. G.C. 
Wilber, whose similar diggings adjoins Baker's took out, 
lately, $40 in a day .. ... Frank Kinselback of Alleghany is 
here developing the Rattlesnake ledge, located a mile 
northeast of the Phoenix, and obtains good prospects. 
Jas. Kendall has done well in his gravel mine this year, 
and is preparing to resume work next season. Four men 
are working at the Belmont ledge taking out pay. Ballarat 
Company have let a contract to run a hundred feet of 
tunnel to A.C. Burington, through cement to bedrock . 
Gravel over the cement pays $1.50 per car-load, and 
beyond is expected to yield $5.00. .. Simon Whitehead , 
Cold Canyon, has reached fair-paying gravel. Rouse and 
Company at Deadwood, are rolling out gravel worth $3 .50 
"per car-load. T.C. Corlette is sinking a shaft at the head of 
Tennessee Ravine, and has obtained encouraging 
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prospects. The Phoenix ledge, owned by Chas 
Sutherland, Is one of the most promising In Sierra 
County. Brown, HIli and Company, are running a tunnel at 
Steamboat, and have good prospects. Forest Queen 
Company, whose ground adjoins north of the Grand Prize, 
have their main tunnel In about 500 feet.. .. Wm. Jones, N. 
Berets, and J.F. Linsley are engaged In mining. Frank 
Decker of Scales Is hauling lumber over here from 
Sammons and Atkinson's sawmill. M. McFarland Is 
constantly receiving goods. and soon his store will be 
amply supplied with all the usual necessities In the 
general merchandising line for the coming winter.... 

Following are a few Items, mainly of personal note, 
from news of Poker Flat which were entered In the 8-18-88 
and 7-5-90 Issues of the M.M.: "Miss Hattie Corlett has 
returned to San Francisco to attend school. C.R. Scott 
and family have gone to Gold Lake. Frank Bettinger stili 
resides here with his family, keeps a saloon and oc
casionally works In the mines. A Post Office Is very much 
needed at Poker Flat as the pooulatlon is large and 
steadily Increasing. H.H. Childress of Chico is teaching 

I · 	 the public school with thirteen pupils. The blacksmith I;; 
I I 	

shop at the Sierra and Phoenix quartz mine burned 
Thursday night at 11 o'clock. Dave Meikle Is foreman of 
the Sierra and Phpenix quartz mine. Misses Anna and 
Marvey Sherman of Port Wine are stopping with Mr. and 
Mrs. McFarland at their hotel. Thos. Cleghorn, one of the 
oldest settlers of Poker Flat, will be eighty five years old 
April 22nd, 1889. He was born In Schyler, Hercumer 
County, New York. Fred B. Sutherland, who has been 
attending school at the University of California, Berkeley, . 
Is passing his vacation with his father at the Sierra
Phoenix quartz mine." 
M.M. 7-5-90: "The trail for about two and a half miles 
below Bunker Hill Gap Is In miserable condition, and 
evidently little or no work has been done there this year. 
Snow is very deep on both sides of and at the gap. There 
is fifteen feet of snow behind Beret's cabin at Bunker 
Hill .... His tunnel is in 1,600 feet. A cave in his shaft 
necessitated an air blast, which keeps the tunnel well 
ventllated .... Eight men are employed. Snow averaged 
about thirty feet in depth here this winter. 

"At Poker Flat, F. Bettinger keeps a saloon at the 
lower end of town and is engaged In mining. M. Mc
Farlane still holds his own In the hotel, saloon, and 
general merchandising business.... T.C. Corlett last 
year rolled out of his drift claim, two and one half miles 
southeast of Poker Flat, 400 car-loads of gravel 
averaging $9.00 a car load. He has three men working and 
expects to do well this year. C.R. Scott Is busy as usual 
in his drift clalm ....The Gibralter Company, Howland Flat, 
are in 1,000 feet with their tunnel and will soon raise for 
gravel. Forest Queen Company will soon let a contract for 
an extension of their tunnel, now In 300 feet. Sam Miller Is 
sluicing at Deadwood, where he and his family reside. 
Messrs. Wilbur, Fant, and Gibson are working the west 
branch of Canyon Creek. Betzer and Smedley are ground
sluicing at the head of illinois Canyon." 

Here from the M. M. of August 8th of 1891 is some 
news of various natures about Poker Flat and vicinity: 
"Nick Berets is employing seventeen men in his drift mine 
at Bunker Hill. Twelve men are breasting ....Average yield 
of gravel is $1.25 to $2.00 a car-load ....A new tunnel is 
contemplated in the near future to reach the iead within 
500 feeL .. Mr. Berets runs the boarding house in Dryden 
Alexander's old buliding......At Steamboat Hili mine, 
owned by A.R. Brown and Wm. Jones, there was a recent 
cleanup of $700.00. They are helping John Costa to tunnel 
through a paint for a ditch for mining purposes .....J.K. 
Walis of Howland Flat has a contract for 100 feet of tunnel 

a\ $8.50 a foot, through lava, for the Forest Queen 
Company. Miss Josle C. Finane of Forest City Is teaching 
the public school with 16 pupils. Ben Sammons of Scales 
was at Poker Flat last Monday, July 27th, looking after his 
lumber and mining interests." In late September of 1886 
the dwelling of Charles Scott burned to the ground with 
all of its furnishings. 

Partly offsetting the decline, in the 1880's, of some 01 
the gravel workings was the opening up In the middle 
1880's --- as preceding quotations indicate --- of several 
promising properties in quartz. In the late 1880's mining 
conditions at Poker Flat Improved and the population of 
the town began steadily to Increase and several new 
homes were built. The Post Office up to this time for 
Poker Flat had been at Howland Flat, the office being 
officially designated Table Rock, this being the name of 
the township. With the return of better times the people of 
the town argued for the establishment of a Post Office at 
Poker Flat. Prior to this time a special messenger from 
Poker Flat went to Howland Flat · once ortwlce a week tor 
the mall and distributed It up and down the canyon to the 
many miners. 

Just above the junction of Canyon Creek of the east 
and west branches, Is located the well known Soda 
Spring, the water of which Is very cold and deliciously 
refreshing, and which, It Is said, possesses desirable 
health-giving properties. The. Spring Is frequented by the 
wild animals of the area, as Is evidenced by the many 
tracks of them to be seen around the Spring. 

On December 16th of 1892 the children of the Poker 
Flat scbool. under the direction of their teacher, Miss 
Josle Finane, presented the following program: 
Address of welcome ..... Nellie Dugan 
"Making an Editorout of Him" .... Francis Scott 
"Barbara Fritchle" ...... Maggie McKeever 
Dialogue: "The Sewing Society" ... Annie Dugan, Nellie 
Boland, Francis Scott, Maggie McKeever, Nellie Dugan, 

May MCKeever and Carl Bettinger. 
"Engaged" ........ Belle Scott 
"The Stowaway" ....... Nellie Dugan 
"Christmas Welcome Song" ..... School 
"Betsy and I are Out" .... Annie Boland 
"Lament of Jacob Gray" ...... Carl Bettinger 
"The Peddler" ......... Micky McFarlane 
"The Cobbler" ........ James Dugan 
Dialogue: "The Assessor" ... Carl Bettinger, Walter Scott, 

Nellie Dugan, Robert Scott, Francis Scott. 
"Neddie's Thanksgiving" .. , Robert Scott. 
Dialogue: "The Photograph Album" ... Francis Scott and 

Neflie Dugan 
"Gettysburg" ...... Nellie Boland 
"The Widow" .... .. Walter Scott 
"Over the Hills to the Poorhouse" ... Annie Boland 
"Overthe Hills from the Poorhouse" .... Belle Scott 
Dialogue: "The Cooper" .... Jimmie Dugan and Sadie 

McFarlane 
"A Difficult Problem" ..... Francis Scott 
Dialogue: "Through Children's Eyes" ... Carl Bettinger, 
Nellie Dugan, Walter Scott, Nellie Boland, Robert Scott 

and Francis Scott. 
"In the Signal Box" ... Annie Dugan 
"Land of the Shining Gold" .... Nellie Dugan 
Dialogue: "Mind Your Own Business" .... Annie Boland, 
Belle Scott, Ross Bettinger, Annie Dugan, Nellie Boland, 
Robert Scott, Carl Bettinger, and Walter Scott. 
"Vacation" ...... Nellie Boland 
Dialogue: "A Good Way to Playa Joke" .... Walter, 

Francis and Robert Scott. 
Dialogue: "1776-1886" ... Annie Dugan and Nellie Boland 
"The Baby had its Way" '" Mamie Dugan 
"Vacation Song" ...... School. 
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Group in Poker Flat Photo about 1890 Courtesy: Mrs. Sophie Lassiat Hill 
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in Poker Flat in 1975 Pen and Ink Sketch by Ruth Armstrong 
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Poker Flat in the Early 1900's - John B. Lassiat Home in Center of Photo 

Courtesy: Mrs. Sophie lassiar Hill 

On January 26th of 1895, Azariah Rolf Brown of Poker Hall. A Literary and Social Club was organized in the ear 
Flat was killed by a snowslide in a ravine at Steamboat 1900's. At meetings the group had programs consisting 
Flat, about two miles and a half above Poker Flat. Brown readings, discussions, and declamations, which we 
was on his way to visit a friend on the opposite side of the frequently followed by a dance. In 1905, Admission D. 
hill, and had to cross a big "comb" of snow. Just as he was observed at the Flat with a celebration in which tl 
got on the "comb" it gave way and carried him down the Poker Flat Glee Club participated. Music for the occasi( 
steep mountain side several hundreds of feet. The ac was furnished by J.S. Sheehan, Hugh Dugan, ar 
cident happened when he was only about 400 feet of his Robert Scott. A report of the affair spoke of : "tv 
friend's cabin. Upon finally noticing that he was Higgihs breaking all records by hauling twenty-sev. 
missing, a search was made and his body discovered persons to the celebration in one wagon." Earlier in 189 
against a tree at the bottom of the ravine . Independence Day was celebrated in grand fashion. Und 

From the mid-1880's to 1894 Malcolm McFarland the direction of the committee In charge, which consist, 
had a hotel, general store, and saloon at Poker Flat. of Mrs. Charles Scott, Mrs. Patrick Dugan, Mrs. Fral 
Earlier, in the 1880's he had operated the Bunker Hill Bettinger, Mrs. John B. Lassiat, Mrs. Haley, Miss Bel 
Mine. In 1894 he moved to Gibsonville where he had a Scott, and Misses Annie, Nellie and Mary Dugan, 
hotel. Later, and for the many years from 1907 to 1932, he pavilion of boughs of evergreens was erected at Empi 
and his sons owned and operated the Feather Fork Placer Flat and the day was begun with the firing of anvil 
Mine on the South Fork of the Feather River northeast of Children of the school, under the direction of th, 
La Porte , During the period from 1922 to 1932 they took teacher, Miss Belle Scott, presented a program of mu~ 
out about $150,000.00. and recitations. 

Poker Flat had its recreational activities . There were A road connecting Poker Flat with Howland Flat w 
snowshoe races held nearthe town, and riders from Poker built in the 1890's, which is the existent road. It is a VE 
Flat participated in races held at Howland Flat, La Porte, steep route for the section of it from the top of Port Wi 
Gibsonville, and Port Wine. There were programs at the Ridge down into Poker Flat. Bob Scott related to t 
schoolhouse; observances of Independence Day at the author that the people of the area used to ask Joe Houg 
town or the assisting of other communities of the area in who was at the time the member of the Country Board 
such observances ; and there were dances at Bettinger's Supervisors from that district, how the survey for the ro 
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was made. Hough's reply was that he "took a wild steer 
and turned him loose at the top of the ridge and then 
made the road where the steer went." It is said that 
reporter of the San Francisco Call, who visited the area, 
described the road as a "Chapparal-fringed ground 
sluice", so rough and steep it was. Trees had to be at
tached to wagons when descending the hill to hold them 
back. About 1961, James Stephenson and Leal Garner 
built a road to Poker Flat from Deadwood tc provide better 
access to their mine .... In 1910 a stamp mill was erected 
at a mine at Reese Ravine. Robert Scott and others whip
sawed the lumber for this mill, cutting about 200 board 
feet per day. 

Poker Flat's schoolhouse was located on the upper 
part of the town which was known as Empire Flat. It was 
still standing in 1970, though in an extremely delapldated 
condition. Children of families residing at places several 
miles distant from Poker Flat, such as the Gibralter Mine 
and Bunker Hill, walked to school. Thus the Trlmpln boys 
came to school from Gibraltar, and Belle and Ellen 
Alexander walked from Bunker Hill. School, however, was 
not in session during the winter months. 

Following is a list of mining claims active at Poker Flat 
and vicinity in 1897, the names of the owners and the 
number of men employed: : 
GRAVEL CLAIMS: Copper Ledge, J.P. Massie (2); Blue 
Lead, F. Bruckerman, (3); Ballarat, J.Z. Hough (2) ; Chas. 
Scott and Sons (5) ; Winchester, G. Goodell, (2) ; Beaver, 
Cornfort and Son (2) ; Illinois, J. Wolff (1) ; Alturas, E. 
Brouchee (1) ; Empire, J.M. Pond (2) ; Magalio, Pierson 
and SulUvan (4) ; Bunker Hill, Hood and Keller (2) ; 
Sebastopol. L. Heidersdorf (3): Liberator, Corporation (7) 
; Happy Day, Clark and Corlett (2) ; West Branch, Jones 
and O'Donnel/ (2) ; Rocky Point, F. and C. Bettinger, (2) ; 
Sunshine, P.H. Dugan and Weeks (2) ; Swallow, Haley 
and Company (large force) ; Golden Nugget, Johnson, 
Scott and Frank, (3) ; North Side Com pany, Haskell and 
Harvey (2) ; Tennessee, Dugan and E. Clark (2). 

QUARTZ CLAIMS: Alabama, J. Freeborough (2) ; 
Wingate, Wingate and Company; No.2 Quartz, Terhune 
and Company (2). 

The Mountain Messenger of September 12th of 1902, 
contains a notice of the silver wedding anniversary of Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrich H. Dugan, who were pioneer residents of 
Poker Flat. "Mr. and Mrs. P.H. Dugan of Poker Flat 
celebrated their silver wedding anniversary at Poker Flat 
on Saturday evening, September 5th. The occasion was 
made one of great enjoyment to Mr. and Mrs. Dugan and 
their many guests, and will long be remembered as a 
noted event in that little burg." 

One of the more important of the mines of Poker Flat 
has been the Tennessee Mine. This mine was originally 
located in early times by Charles R. Scott. Adjoining the 
mine was the claim of John Walls, who was a prominent 
resident and businessman of Howland Flat for many 
years. The Tennessee became the property of Robert 
Scott and his brothers upon the death of their father. In 
1912 the Scott Brothers sank a shaft and ran a drift from 
the shaft. Then in 1930 the mine was leased to State 
Treasurer August Johnson, who employed Rinaldo Danerl 
of Downieville as his mine foreman. During the course of 
several succeeding years considerable work was done. 

The last regular resident of Poker Flat was Pat 
O'Keane, who made the famous old town his home for 
many years into the early 1970's from spring until late fall 
in a comfortable cabin at the western end of the site of the 
old town. Hewas athoroughly good-willed man and, and 
his many friends made his days at Poker Flat happy ones 
by frequently visiting him there. He gave to the area a 

sense of its earlier years and took speCial delight In 
describing Poker Flat's early history. and In showing 
those who were new to the Flat, and unltlated, how to pan 
for gold. He died in 1974, and Is burled In the Catholic 
Cemetery at Howland Flat. 

PLACE PLAQUE ON GRAVE AT POKER FLAT: 
On October 9th of 1971 a group composed mainiy 

of members of the Auburn Ski Club, of which Wendel 
Robie was President, placed a plaque on the grave of 
William F. Weir who when 23 years old lost his life on 
December 17th of 1853 in a snowslide at Poker Flat. The 
placque reads: "God and nature provIded William F. Weir 
at a period in California history that led up to ski clubs 
and snow sports of the Sierra ---- being the first gold
seeker of record to meet death suddenly here, then a 
lonely wilderness, he deserves a kindly thought from 
those of us who have come along so much later --- he 
probably did not know of snowslldes until he was hit --. 
and then all help was too late for him." 

Auburn Ski Club and the Historical Committee 
of the U.S. Ski Association 

Weir was a native of Wellsburg, Virginia and had come 
to California and to Poker Flat to rrlne. 

About fifteen four-wheel-drlve and pick-up vehicles 
and fourteen people on horseback made the eighteen-mile 
trip from Downieville to Poker Flat, while others came 
from La Porte and Quincy. In all, there were about eighty 
people in the old historic mining settlement to witness 
the placingof the plaque. It was an exciting experience to 
see the vehicles, close together and moving very slowly, 
move down the precipitous mountain side for the two 
miles from near Deadwood to Poker Flat, on a road which 
has only existed since 1961, to the bottom of the steep 
canyon of Canyon Creek. Present at the Dedication were 
representatives of the Auburn Ski Club, the California 
Historical ASSOCiation, U.S. Forest Service, Native Sons 
and the Daughters of the Golden West, E. Clampus 
Vitus, and the Auburn '49 er Whlskerlnos. Stanley Apple 
represented the Scott Family, one of the oldest of Poker 
Flat families. 

The author here wishes to express his appreciation 
and acknowledge an indebtedness to James Dugan and 
Robert Scott, who were both born In Poker Flat of pioneer 
parents of the "Over North" area of Sierra County, for 
their help in describing the history of Poker Flat and its 
area, and for greatly aSSisting the author in becoming 
much more familiar with the region . Mr. Dugan ac
companied the author on two wide-spread trips of the 
Northern Sierra County region in the early 1970's and was 
of great help in pointing out sites of several old towns and 
in telling of the history of several of the mines. The author 
conferred with Mr. Scott at his Nevada City home and 
learned about the early history of Poker Flat. 

A POKER FLAT LETTER OF 1900 

Possessing an entrancing and native nature Is the 
following letter of March of 1900 which Mrs. Patrick H 
Dugan of Poker Flat -- the mother of Jim Dugan -- wrote te 
August Costa and Henry H. Meyer who were at the time 
the Proprietors of the Washington Meat Market 0 
Downieville, ordering some beef which her son, .Jlmmle 
was to take to the family home at Poker Flat fran 
Downieville. 

The letter is entered In this hIstory through th. 
courtesy of Rae Kalustian, who a few years ago purchase. 
the over-100 year old building which housed the mea 
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market, and found this letter among some old papers left 
at the shop. 

At this time (1900) there existed only a trail from the 
Rosasco Ranch, which is about three miles from 
Downieville, to Poker Flat, and a narrow wagon road from 
this ranch to Down leville. It was not until 1908 that a road 
was built from the ranch to the Telegraph Mine, and not 
until the 1960's that there was a road from Deadwood 
down the steep south watershed of Canyon Creek to 
Poker Flat. The distance from Downieville to Poker Flat Is 
about 18 miles. 

At Cold Canyon, about a mile and a half north of Poker 
Flat, a smail settlement of that name, which was also 
later but still early in Its history, known as Montrose, 
developed about the mines there. Cold Canyon runs 
northwesterly from Its mouth on Canyon Creek about a 
quarter mile above Poker Flat. Among the mines about 
which the settlement developed In the late 1850's were the 
Fashion No. 1, Fashion ' No.2, Monterey, Sierra, 
California, and the Table Rock. 

Following are several articles from issues of the 
Democrat and the Mountain Messenger of the late 1850's 
and early 1860's, which give us Information, mainly of 
mining, about Cold Canyon: S.D. 7-3-58: "The tunnel 
diggings at Cold Canyon, discovered this season, bid fair 
to form an important feature to the already extensive gold 
fields of this county. Week before last the Fashion 
Company No.1, working 18 drifters, took out 218 ounces, 
among which was one chunk weighing 22 ounces. Mr. 
O.K. Plank, a shareholder, Informs us that the average 
yield per week Is from 200 to 250 ounces. Two other 
~ompanles, the Montertey and Fashion No.2, have found 
good pay and 'are preparing for successful operations. A 
serious drawback, the lack of water, Is now being obli 
viated by the construction of a ditch to Intersect Stud 
Horse Canyon, a distance of two miles from the diggings. 
Quite a thriving little village has sprung up In the Canyon, 

'
which is near Canyon Creek, and about one mile and a '. 
half above Poker Flat." 
S.D. 11-27-58: "MONTROSE : This flourishing mining 

camp in the northern part of the county (formerly known 

as Cold Canyon) gives promise of rapid growth and great 

yields. The Monterey Company has struck gravel, and will 

soon commence washing. Prospects are very good. 

Fashion No.1 runs from three to five cars. Works thirty 

men. Yields two to three thousand dollars per week . 

Fashion No.2 commenced breasting this week, and also 

to run a drain tunnel of 500 feet to the Sierra tunnel. Mr. 

Crum, Fashion No. 2's foreman, deserves credit for some 

of the handsomest work ever done underground. He has 

made an excavation of 6 feet width, with length and height 

17 feet each, in which revolves a drum wheel, 16 feet, 

propelled by a mule, working within the wheel. By this 

power the cars are drawn up the Inclined tunnel. In 

another excavation nearby Is a 'leat little stable for the 

mule, provisioned for several weeks at a time." 

M.M. 7-12-62: "Cold Canyon, lying on the opposite side 

of the ridge from Potosi, is a mining town of considerable 

importance. The Fashion Companies, No.1 and No.2, 

have one of the best tunnels In the State, together with 

sheds for dirt, and all the modern appliances used In 

mining. They have worked for years with varying success, 

owing chiefly to their being In a 'break-out' of the main 

channel. They are now In the main basin with prospects of 

good pay. The Sierra Company, also, after running 2.200 

feet of bed-rock tunnel, have reached paying gravel. All 

the way from Potosi to Cold Canyon claims are held at a 

high figure, ranging as high as $1,200 per share for 

unopened and un prospected ground. The Nebraska 

Company, just above the Pittsburg, are sinking a shaft for 

hoisting cars. They are now down some forty feet In 

cement. .. . 


"Water is still plentiful, money is easler, and traders 
look cheerful. Our little ranches begin to look green, and 
promise a good crop .... Robbers are again making ther 
yearly cali and giving us a sample of their genius .... Hurly 
Gurdies, who are celebrated for such winning ways, are in 
the full zenith of thier glory here." 

Truly Yours, W 

M.M. 2-21-63: "I see in one of your late issues that you 
speak of Jackson (a snowshoe racer) being a Norwegian. 
This is a mistake, as he Is a Swede. I notice also that you 
speak of a 150-foot jump as having been made by him on 
snowshoes. Jackson wishes it to be understood that he 
will not take but twenty-five feet of It himself, leaving the 
balance to be taken by your Morristown correspondent, 
which. without doubt, he will be happy to do.... " 

SNOW SHOES 

M.M. 10-1-64: "COLD CANYON: "This place has 
decidedly smarted up this summer and the prospects on 
this side of the ridge are promising of great results. The 
Fashion Company have been making great Improvements, 
both external and Internal, enlarging the dump and 
preparing to work a strong force of men, repairing the 
tunnel and getting in timbers .. .. We judge that there are 
now about fifty men belonging about the claim. The Sierra 
Company, nearby, have connection with the Fashion by 
an air tunnel, In driving which, very satisfactory prospects 
were found. Mr. Bangs, late of Rattlesnake, Is putting up 
a capacious boarding house near the Sierra, and another 
season will bring the hum of business, and, quite IIkeiy, 
some excitement, such as but a year or two ago made the 
north-side attractive to a large foot-loose population from 
other parts of the county. 
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"Though engaged about half the time In running out 
waste dirt, during the four weeks preceding the last 
washing, the Fashion cleaned up 300 ounces. The 
California claim is improving in prospects, and the Table 
Rock, in close proximity, are pushing ahead their tunnel. 
We should not be considered as indulging In editorial 
sensation if we predicted that within two or three years 
this side of Table Rock would be nearly equal in 
population, prosperity and wealth to the other." 
M.M. 10-1-64: "COLD CANYON: "The Sierra Mining 
Company at this place, have been engaged continually 
since the spring of 1858 in running a bedrock tunnel, 
whivh is now extended to a distance of twenty-two 
hundred feet. About a month since, a shaft was raised 
into gravel, a distance of sixteen feet, and a gang-way 
started from the head of the shaft to connect for air with 
one being run from the tunnel of the adjoining company, 
Fashion NO.2. The air soon became so bad In the Sierra 
Company's ground as to prevent work there, whereupon 
they put two shifts at work on the other side, furnishing 
air for the men to work by means of a bellows In the 
Fashion Company's tunnel ..... The Sierra Company will 
be enabled to soon commence taking out pay-dirt; and 
from the richness of the adjoining Company, as well as 
the character of the claims on the opposite side of the hili 
at Howland Flat, there is a good prospect that the 
Company will be richly rewarded for their perserverance 
and outlay." 

In October of 1877, William Stone, who had been a 
resident of Howland Flat and vicinity, was shot and killed 
bya group who were in the act of robbing the sluices of 
the Sierra Tunnel Company at Cold Canyon. Stone was an 
owner of the mine along with T.A. McFarlane and Alex 
McNee. He was awakened at night by noises made by the 
robbers and he and another man of the mine made their 
way toward the gravel dump from which the noises had 
come. They had gone but a short distance when one of the 
robbers, who had been placed on watch. fired, killing 
Stone, who was in the lead, almost Instantly. The shot 
aroused the other men of the mine who Immediately 
turned out, but not in time to capture any of the robbers , 
who got away with about sixteen ounces of gold. Further 
efforts by groups of men scouring the country did not 
result in the apprehension of the robbers. 

A news item of 1878 (M.M 11-9-78) reported that: "The 
Sierra Company are working a large force of men, and 
under the direction of Alex McNee, are steadily 
developing one of the richest gravel leads In the country. 
The miners keep here what is termed a 'club house', by 
means of which they obtain board and lodging much 
cheaper than in the ordinary way. Adjacent claims are 
reported paying well." In 1879 the Fashion and Sierra 
companies were consolidated under the ownership of 
McFarlane and McNee. 

[C] DEADWOOD 

The site of the early mines of Deadwood, or 
Deadwood Diggings, is north of Deadwood Peak about a 
mile and about three miles north of Saddleback Mountain 
and between Big and Little Canyon creeks. Among the 
mines of Deadwood and vicinity were those of the Central 
Company, the Blue Tunnel Company, the New York 
Company, Deadwood, Independent, Basalt, and the 
Manzanita Company, which were operating in the early 
1860's. James R. Alexander had claims near Deadwood at 
Little Grizzly Creek about a mile northeast. which he was 
working In the 1870's. Here, as elsewhere, where there 
were a number of mines in close proximity, a settlement 
developed. 

The Mountain Messenger of June 27th of 181 
reported on the efforts of Peace Democrats to arrange 
meeting at Deadwood to elect delegates to a conventlor 
A correspondent "Pewter Bullet", writing from Deadwoo, 
gave a humorous account of the "fizzle" made by tI 
Peace Democrats of that preCinct in their efforts 
organize the meeting. It was duly advertised, but the 
being no attendance, it never came off. On the other han, 
said the correspondent, there was a first-rate meeting · 
the Union men. Speaking of mining prospects t 
reported: "There is every prospect of the New York clalrr 
(hydraulic) yielding a rich return for the labor that hi 
been expended on them, but as the company have wat 
to r>ipe for the next two weeks, they will not clean up t 
after that time. The Blue Tunnel, as usual, shelling 01 

good wages, and regular at that. The Central is still beir 
driven ahead, and when we get to the 'yellow pewter', yc 
may look for a little noise in our section." 

The following article about Deadwood from the M. M. ( 
8-1-63, reports on the building of homes and of minin~ 
"Improvements, such as the erection of tenements an 
the settlement of families here within the last year al 
noticeable. Mining has been profitable this season. n 
Blue Tunnel is still paying handsomely. Some of the boy 
have struck a lode of cinnabar, said to be rich. It will n< 
probably receive much attention at present. We have bee 
shown a quartz prospect, as panned out from a ledge i 
Reese Ravine, between here and Eureka, in which the gol 
was invisible before crushing, which is the richest thin 
we ha~e _seen In the country. Work will be commenced c 
the ledge immediately; by the parties claiming it." 

A year later, both the Blue Tunnel and Central wer 
running. Following is a statement of their work from th 
M.M. of 10-8-64: "The old Blue Tunnel still pungles to th 
picl'< and shells out the precious ore. The Central Corr 
pany are putting in machinery to hoist with one c 
Fredenbur's wheels. They have a propelling power c 
220 feet pressure and more than sufficient for all PU I 

poses. Their tunnel is straight, thoroughly timbered, an· 
the track is smooth with a gentle down-grade from th 
incline, at the head of which a large roomy excavation ha 
been made and pillared up in the most substantic 
manner to receive the powerful little engine which seem 
destined to draw untold wealth from the very bowels c 
mother earth." 

West of Deadwood about a mile and on the east side 0 
Little Grizzly Creek, was the New Orleans Tunnel, whicl 
was being driven as early as the late 1850's. An item in th' 
M.M. of 10-8-64 reports: "The New Orleans has been Ii 
progress some six years and running for the riches 
gravel range that has been tapped among the Sierras. WI 
did not visit the tunnel, which Is now near the deslre( 
point of more interesting operation. It is supposed to bl 
low enough, and if the present contract does not strikl 
gravel, it is the intention, we understand, to raise up to i 
with a shaft or chute." 

I n the late 1870's and early 1880's the Deadwoo( 
Claim was owned by J.H. Thomas. The mine had not beer 
worked for three years previous to 1879, as water neede( 
for washing the gravel was being used at the Americar 
Mine, which was also owned by Thomas. In 1885 a ne ... 
ledge was being prospected at Deadwood and a hOUSE 
was being built there by David Ross. Andrew Johnson 0 

Downieville was caretaker of the mining properties a 
Deadwood for the years from about 1910 to the middlE 
1920's. The author recalls a trip the Sinnott family -- thE 
author, his sister and father and mother --- made t( 
Howland Flat on horseback in 1914, and passing bl 
Deadwood seeing the Johnson family at the door of thl 
mine cabin, waving a greeting as we passed by a shor 
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distance above onthe trail. About ten years later while the 
Johnson family was at the mine during the summer, 
Clarence Johnson and the writer, who were then in their 
teens, were at Deadwood. I remember our hunting quail at 
Tamarack Flat near Deadwood and of the nice stay with 
the Johnsons. 
RECENT WORK AT DEADWOOD: 

During the course of the past twenty-eight years, 
Roy Thompson has been prospecting at his New Cum
berland claims near Deadwood .. . . an earlier mine there 
being named the Cumberland --- in the vicinity of Reese 
Ravine, and near where James Alexander, many years 
ago, mined. Mr. Thompson's work has been principally 
directed to finding the ledge-source of a number of 
promising prospects which his work has revealed. As 
indicated in this account of Deadwood, there were both 
placer and lode mines in the Deadwood area. Thompson 
has done considerable open-cut work, washing the dirt1 
with water stored in the tunnel of the old Reese Ravine 
Mine, which mine was operated for a time about 1912 by a 
mining company of Maryland, who erected a five-stamp 
steam-powered mill. The boiler, weighing about seven 
tons, was brought to the mine from Marysville via Poker 
Flat and Deadwood. On the steeper grades, and on that 
part of the route which still consisted of a primitive wagon 
road, it is said that as many as twenty-two horses were 
employed, and that they were aided by using a block and 
tackle. This old boiler is still to be seen at the site of the 
mil/. 

In the summer of 1975, Mr. Thompson and his wife, 
Betty , began the work of raising honey, there being a fine 
variety of plants in the Reese Ravine area for the bees to 
work on. During that summer the Thompsons harvested 
several thousand pounds of the finest honey and 
established a ready market for it. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson are actively Interested In the history of the 

"Over North" country and that of the county as a whole, 
and Mrs. Thompson has been dOing research on the 
history of the Deadwood area. 

Following are a number of quotations from early 
newspapers which give information about Deadwood : 
M.M.9-6-62: "A number of new claims have recently been 
located at Deadwood ." 
M.M. 6-27-63: "The Blue Tunnel at Deadwood is, as 
usual, shelling out good wages, and regular at that. 
M.M. 8-1-63 : "Mining has been profitable this season. 
The Blue Tunnel is still paying handsomely." 
M.M. 8-1-63 : "At Deadwood the Central Company has 
found very rich diet. This Company has been engaged in 
prospecting the ground since 1855 and has been in a 
tunnel 1,400 feet with a shaft at its end 56 feet in depth." 
M.M. 5-4-64: "At Deadwood the Central Claims have 
struck gravel after working three years. An average of an 
ounce per 12 or 14 car-loads is being obtained." 
M.M. 7-15-65: "A SOCIAL PARTY IS TO BE GIVEN ON 
July 21 by William Hill of the International Hotel. As an 
additional attraction, Mores De Lay wili perform his great 
feat of rope-walking on that day." 
M.M. 3-16-67: "At Deadwood 12 feet of snow fell in 
eight days." 
M.M. 1-9-74: "J.R. Alexander of Deadwood reported 
everything prospering over his way." 
M.M. 7-8-76: "The mining claims of Jas . Alexander, 
near Deadwood, were robbed a few days since of nearly all 
the gold washed out this season ." 
M. M. 3-5-87 : "In March of 1887 there were 14 feet of snow 
at Deadwood." 

Here Is a Map of some of the mines of the Deadwood 
Mining District which was prepared by I.E. Jones, who 
was Surveyor of Sierra County, from field notes he made 
in 1857: 
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THE EXECUTION OF MICHAEL MURRAY IN 1859 

On December 27th of 1857, Michael Murray and Daniel 
Sweeney engaged in a fight in Poker Flat in which R. 
Galloway was also involved, In the course of which 
Sweeney was wounded by a knife thought to have been In 
the hand of Galloway. Shortly afterwards In the fight, 
Murray plunged his knife into the chest of Sweeney, 
which passed through the heart killing him instantly. 

Murray and Galloway were brought before Justice F. 
Descombes. Murray was held on a second degree murder 
charge and Galloway as an accessory. Murray's case was 
begun in the Court of Sessions in Downieville in May of 
1858 it requiring considerable time for him to be able to 
appe~r as he had received several wounds In the fight, but 
the case was transferred to the District Court and came 
before Judge Niles Searles in July. Harry I. Thornton, Jr. , 
prosecuted the case as District Attorney, and Robert H. 
Taylor and J.J. Musser were attorneys for Murray. On July 
15th a verdict of murder in the first degree was brought in. 
Later in July, Judge Searles set the day of execution for 
September, 1858. 

Murray's attorney's appealed the case to the S 
Supreme Court, but the lower court's decision \ 
upheld. The attorneys worked hard to save Murray, ' 
since there was evidence that the death of Sweeney, 
the result of a general fight and one In which there wa~ 
proof of "prior intent" on the part of Murray, time went 
and there existed much feeling and sympathy in his fa' 
But these feelings did not influence the processes of 
law; Murray's execution was set, for a second time, 
January 21, 1859, by Judge Warren T. Sexton of Bl 
County, who was on the bench for the December tem 
the District Court. 

The execution was carried out by Sheriff Edward Ir 
"within an enclosure in the Courthouse Square." Fat 
Delahunty attended the prisoner. It is reported: "He I 
his death with great calmness. The prisoner was eleva 
by a 300 pound weight let off by a trip-hook, which 
paratus is now preserved in the Courthouse, waiting 
another victim. The body hung 19 minutes before it ~ 
lowered." (History of Plumas, Lassen and Sierra Counl 
- Fariss and Smith ---1882) 
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Histories of Pine Grove, Chandlerville, 

Cedar Grove and Sackett's Gulch 

PINE GROVE 

The site of the early mining settlement of Pine Grove is 
about a mile southwest of Howland Flat. During the late 
1850's and the early ~860's there was considerable rivalry 
between Pine Grove and the larger town of Howland Flat, 
though there was little possibility of the settlement ever 
coming to approach the size of the latter town. 

Following is an account of how Pine Grove was first 
settled in the early 1850's as told to the correspondent 
G.H.T. who wrote the following article which appeared in 
the Sierra County Tribune of August 17th of 1882: 
"Passing through Gibsonville, the prospecting party of 18 
were traveling still further into the mountains when they 
observed a large pine tree lying upon the ground, blown 
over by the wind. In the fall, a large quantity of earth had 
been upturned by the roots, and one of the party, ever 
eager in search of gold, began washing some of the dirt in 
the clear, cold stream, which flowed near by. The dirt 
yielded six-bits worth of gold dust to the pan. This was a 
rich enough prospect for that company, and so they 
located their claim and began work." On the Fourth of 
July of 1852, says the narrator: "We heard that we could 
obtain some butter and milk in Gibsonville." Starting back 
to camp the next day, the miners purchased a large 
quantity of provisions, especially whisky, and hastily 
constructed a Mexican cart in which to haul their pur
chases . The cart was a two-wheeled affair, with the 
wheels being of oak or pine, with a square hole in the 
center for t he axle which turned with the wheel. 

"Events of a tragic character are connected with the 
history of every mining camp, and Pine Grove was no 
exception . In the early years of the history of the set
tlement, a tavern-keeper of the camp, who had made 
considerable money, disappeared. A few days later the 
Cook in his employ left for San Francisco. The landlord, 
failing to make his appearance, the camp began searching 
for him, but their efforts were unsuccessful. They decided 
to interview the cook who had suddenly gone to San 
FranCisco. They found the cook, who, upon questioning, 
told them that 'my employer was murdered by Henry 
Palmer and Joe Miller for his money.' These two men 
were residents of Pine Grove and were there at work when 
the cook was brought back. A jury was summoned , such 

only as was common to the times, and all three men were 
put on trial for the murder. All three proclaimed their 
innocence, but it was generally felt that the cook alone 
was probably guilty. To try and get him to confess, the 
jury twice put a rope around his neck gave him a choking. 
But he still claimed to be innocent. To be certain of the 
guilty party the jury determined to hang all three, and 
procuring ropes, in the canyon in the darkening shadows 
of sunset, they hanged the murderer and the innocent to 
the limbs of three separate trees there to hang until 
morning . 

"A miner from Gibsonville, knowing nothing of the 
tragedy, came upon the hanged men the next morning. He 
hurried back to Gibsonville and excitedly said: 'Oh my 
God' The mountains are full of men hanging by the neck.' 
However, mob law was not always as criminal in its 
justice as in this case." 
MINING LAWS OF THE PINE GROVE MINING DISTRICT: 

In 1856, miners of the Pine Grove Mining District 
adopted the following regulations controlling mining: 
Article 1st: We, the miners of Pine Grove District, do 
affirm this to be our permanent boundaries, viz: Com
menCing at the south side of Table Rock; thence in a 
straight line down Harrison's Gulch to Slate Creek house; 
thence along the ridge to the place of beginning. 
2 d: The extent of all claims after the passage of these 
laws shall not exceed 100 feet square', or its equ ivalent. 
3 d: Each person residing in the District shall be entitled 
to hold two claims, either by purchase or location. 
4th: When a person,. or persons, taking up a mining 
claim, he or they shall at the same time measure and 
stake off the same, and set up a notice In one corner, 
(written on a board) describing its bounds, extent, etc. 
5th: Claims that are in working order shall be worked or 
renewed by notice once in ten days. 
6th: All hydraulic or sluicing claims shall be held from the 
first of August to the first of April 1857. 
7th: All claims under 100 feet in depth shall be ru led by 
Article sixth. 
8th: Persons holding claims in a hill, back of prior claims, 
shalf have the right to work through the same, if not to 
their disadvantage. 
9th: Any difficulty arising about said tunnel shall be 
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decided by three disinterested persons, one chosen by 
each party, they to choose the third. 
10th: If any person, or persons, fail to comply with the 
above laws, he or they shall be considered as forfeiting all 
right to whatever mining claims he or they may have in 
this District. , 
11 th: There shall be copy of these Laws left with J.W. 
Downer, J.P., for exhibition at any time; also a copy sent 
for publication in the Mountain Messenger. 

B.P. HOWLAND, Pres't. 

John DAVIDSON, Sec'y. Pine Grove, April 2, 1856 

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION AT PINE GROVE 
1858: 

Pine Grove in 1858 celebrated Independence Day In 
handsome fashion. A series of salutes was fired in the 
morning to open the program for the Day, and a flag was 
run up on Sugar Loaf Mountain. The colors also floated 
from a tall pole in the upper part of town. Later in the 
morning a procession came in from St. Louis headed by a 
large platform on a wagon which was drawn by eight 
oxen. On the platform were gaily-dressed women and 
children . Each ox was ornamented with ribbons and on 
the head of each was a small flag of the nation. P.J. White 
was Marshall of the Day, and led the procession to back of 
Sugar-Loaf Mountain, where the program was held. Rev. 
Newton spoke a prayer, the Declaration was read by Ralph 
Ellis, and Mr. Kirkpatrick gave the Oration. In the evening 
there was a brilliant display of fireworks, and all was 
capped with a Grand Ball at the Town Hall. 

FRACAS AT PINE GROVE: 
Here is an account of a knifing affray at Pine Grove In 

1.858: "At an early hour on the morning of the 6th (July), a 
fight occurred between George Poor, commonly called 
'Mose', and a fellow named Stafford . Both are 
represented as being desperate and low characters. 
Stafford was in a house, having a quarrel with some one 
else, when Poor came in and commenced putting in his 
oar. Some one, about this time, handed him a knife. He 
made demonstrations towards Stafford, who dodged 
behind a door or partition. Poor dared him to come out 
and fight, but he would not. Poor then threw his knife at 
Stafford, who thereupon came out and charged upon his 
assailant, who now fled down the street. Stafford 
overtook him just below the United States Hotel, and cut 
him up at a frightful rate --- literally butchered him. Poor 
died on the spot, and Stafford took flight. At last ac
counts officers were in search for him, but without any 
strong probability of overtaking him." 
MEETING OF DEMOCRATS AT PINE GROVE: 

In 1860, Pine Grove was the place of a meeting of 
Democrats. The Sierra Democrat of 8-4-60 speaks of the 
event and also of an accident which followed the 
meeting: 
RATIFICATION MEETING: "The Democracy of Pine Grove 
and vicinity had a glorious old-fashioned jollification 
meeting Tuesday evening. Who presided, we are not 
informed--our correspondent states that the large town 
hall was crowded beyond all precedent; but George Cox, 
who formerly had faith in the Democracy of Buchanan, 
acted as Secretary. The meeting was addressed by John 
Doherty of Howland Flat, and A.F. Williams, and Judge 
A.J. Howe of St. Louis.... The audience seemed of one 
mind, and that unflinchingly and uncompromisingly 
Democrat and Douglas . It was the most spirited, en
thusiastic gathering ever had in town, and all passed off 
most pleasantly till the occurrence of this: 
Sad Casualty: After the meeting the national salute, 33 

guns, was firing, when by a premature explosion 
Uriah Rogers lost both his arms and his right eye. 
Alemby Jump amputated his right arm close to 
shoulders, and the left about three inches above 
elbow. On Wednesday, Rogers was in a fair way to sur. 
his injuries. He is from Mt. Vernon, Knox County, at 
where he has a wife and two children. He will be kin 
cared f?r by his friends at Pine Grove and St. Louis, c 
when his wounds have healed will be amply provided f( 
return to his other friends on the Atlantic side." 

Here, in a short article from the M.M. of August 3 
of 1862, is an indication that Pine Grove was coming te 
regarded as a sattelite settlement of Howland Flat: "I 
pleasant little place seems likely, to all intents c 
purposes, to succumb and be overshadowed by its r 
and powerful rival, Howland Flat. The change has alre, 
begun . Pine Grove residents seem to have concludee 
move together to a new place, and have stopped at 
Flat for the present." 

1862 was a poor year for many of the mines of 
region due mainly to the spring and early summer of 
year being a poor water season. Here, in articles from 
Mountain Messengers of May 23rd and October 10 ttl 
1863, are indications that in that year Pine Grove ~ 
recovering: "Pine Grove is quiet. Improvements are go 
on which will make the old place resume an impro' 
aspect of affairs another season, if we are correctly 
formed. A good yield of gold will be taken out in both 
Louis and Pine Grove this summer. Sears Union We 
Ditch Company are selling a large amount of water. 
took -a peep and must say we rmve( saw a more perfe( 
kept record of accounts. Figure work in clock-work 
der." 

M.M. 10-10-63: "Pine Grove seems to be recovering 
degrees and likely to settle down again into a prosper( 
little camp of itself, notwithstanding the ravages of I 
year which seemed to threaten annihilation. Mr. HitzrT 
has been putting up a new and substantial residence 
himself on the west side of the street. The Water Ce 
pany have just completed a new porch in front of tt 
stone building, and other improvements are going t 
ward . T.J. Eve, J . Parker and Thos . Fant are runnin. 
bed-rock tunnel into Pine Grove hill, and expect to ' 
ready for hydraulicking in the Spring, at which time tI 
contemplate systematic and extensive operations. Eas' 
Sugar Loaf, Robinson, Proceous, and others are putt 
up sheds, etc . , preparatory to working valuable grounc 
that vicinity. The dirt is to be raised by horse POIII 
Walls, Noyes, and Spicer are progressing with It 
tun.nel ~rom Barnes' Ravine, which will, when complet 
slUice rrch claims lying north and east of Sugar Loaf." 

CHANDLERVILLE, SACKETT'S GULCH, 

AND CEDAR GROVE 


Located only about a third of a mile apart and SOl 

west of Howland Flat about two miles were the small e 
mining settlements of Chandlerville and Sackett's Gu 
Below Chandlerville about three-fourths of a mile was 
settlement of Cedar Grove, a smail settlement not te 
confused with Pine Grove. An item of news in 
Mountain Echo of April 2nd of 1853, places Chandler 
"in the center of Sears Diggings.", a name applied; 
general way to the diggings of the vicinities of St. Lo 
as well as being a name by which St. Louis was also e 
known . 

The following items from the Mountain Messenger 
July 18th of 1863 and January 16th of 1864, give t 
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news of some of the mining at Chandlerville, and of an soft as slum and about one foot deep, crawling up on the 
accident: "CHANDLERVILLE : "Campbell Brothers, at bank of the ditch, where he gave an alarm, was heard , and 
this place, took out about $4 ,000 at their first washing in was carried into his cabin and properly cared for ." 
May; cleaned up again the 1st of July, taking out $9,700 ; An early ditch, which obtained Its water from Slate and 
an'd expect to take out about as much at the close of the 
season . In addition to this , over a thousand dollars was 
taken out of the sluice in the spring. Altogether, this/ makes a pretty good summer's work ." 
ACCIDENT : "William Leidesdorff , of Chandlerville, on the 
night of the 8th inst., while on his way to Pine Grove, fell 
into a shaft thirty feet deep, breaking his leg just above 
the ankle. The shaft connected with a tunnel passing 
through the hill for the purpose of conveying water, the 
nearest outlet from the shaft being about 400 feet. There 
was much mud and some water in the tunnel. Leldesdorff 
attempted to climb out of the shaft, but when about ten 
feet up , again fell to the bottom . He then crawled the 
distance of 400 feet on his hands and knees through mud 

/ -


Potosi creeks , delivered water to the diggings of Howland 
Flat, and Sackett's Gulch. Well-defined traces of this 
ditch are still to be seen. The ditch was , of course, 
continued in use throughout succeeding years of 
operation of the hydraulic and ground-sluicing mines at 
Howland Flat and vicinit ies. 

What was regarded as a mysterious robbery took place 
at Sackett's Gulch in October of 1862, when the safe of 
Chandler and Company was robbed. The safe was in the 
boarding house and the robbery occurred during the time 
the people were attend ing a funeral. What was mysterious 
about the robbery was that the safe had again been 
locked . Evidently, the investigators of the robbery con
cluded , someome had a key which fitted the safe. 
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Histories of Port Wine, Queen City, 


Gardner's Point, Grass Flat, Slopeville, 


Wahoo, Chief City and Happy Hollow 


" ' .. 
The site of the early mining settlement of Port 

Wine is about five miles (road distance) southwest of La 
Porte on Port Wine Ridge, a ridge extending from Poverty 
Hili at its southwest end to Howland Flat at its nor
theastern extremity, and Queen City Is located a short 
mile northeast of Port Wine. Queen City was for many 
years, into the 1960's the home of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Modglin, Mr. Modglin being the member of the County 
Board of Supervisors from the Northern Sierra County 
district from 1928 to 1963, a period of thirty four years. In 
1963 this Supervisorial District was merged with that of 
the Downieville Goodyear's Bar area. The existing road 
southeast from La Porte which descends to Slate Creek 
and on to Queen City, triple branches at this laUer place, a 
road southwest going to Port Wine and on to Poverty Hili 
and Scales; a road northeast passing through Grass Flat 

. -4: 
c~ . and on to Howland Flat; and a road east to end near Big 

Canyon Creek. 
There were many mines working the sections of an 

ancient river channel at and near Port Wine and Queen 
City by the middle 1850's. The Sierra Democrat of April 
2nd of 1859, reported that there were about fifteen tunnels 
into the gravel and that they were "prospecting well". One 
of the largest companies was the Erie, which the same 
issue of the above newspaper reported" has a pile of pay 
dirt ready for working which they estimate will yield 
$23,000." The S.D. of April 21 st of 1860 reported: "The 
tunnel companies at Port Wine are at work drifting. About 
the best claims In the district are those of the Copper 
boys, who have In a tunnel of 800 feet. They are about a 
mile above the village. The Golden Gate Company, just 
above, are still In the bed-rock, running for the same lead. 
The Monte Cristo Company, stili further up, are preparing 
to run an incline." 

Apparently In the late 1850's, despite continuing work 
in many tunnels, there was a period of a year or two when 
the mines of the Port Wine - Queen City area were not 
producing well. But by the early 1860's production had 
improved. We find these comments in the Sierra 
Democrats of 5-4-61, 6-29-61 and 5-23-63: "Business Is 
very lively in Port Wine." "The mining camp of Port Wine 
has taken a great start In the past two years. It had run 
down at the heels, but today It is livelier than ever before." 
And: Diggings at Port Wine are said to be paying better 

than for two years past." The Mountain Messengel 
July 26th of 1862 spoke of a rich strike in the Qu 
Tunnel and of the erection of a "Liberty Pole" for 
Fourth of July Celebration: "The mining prospectf 
this .viGinlty have been rather dull for a month or two, 
our little- friend Davis informs us the boys recentlystr 
into new gravel in the 'Queen' tunnel, which proves tc 
highly auriferous. This strike encourages other c( 
panies, as well as the business prosepects of the plaCE 
fine liberty pole, Intended for the Fourth, was raised Sl 
afterwards, and, while unfurled In Its ethereal home, 
Port Wine banner can be distinctly viewed from the h 
mountains above La Porte." 

The people of the area were pressing Jor the build 
of a wagon road from La Porte to Port Wine in 1861, bL 
was not until 1871 that a road connecting these two tov 
was completed. (The reader is referrad to the Chapter I 
"An Introduction to the History of Northern Sh 
County" for more Information about this road.) 

During the fall of 1862 two fire-proof stone bulldll 
were erected at Port Wine. One was built by the Kleck 
Brothers adjacent to a store they had, and the other by 
Mason, on the west side of Main Street. The comm 
was made at the time that: "The add Itlon of such S( 
business houses gives a decidedly permanent appearal 
to the town." The following article from the M.M. of 11 
62 speaks of these two stone buildings, but is mal 
about mining at Port Wine, and vicinity, and Indicates 
beginning of a recovery from what was, In general 
rather poor mining year: "PORT WINE: This pi; 
presents a more hopeful appearance than for se.me tl 
past. Two new stone buildings of handsome dimenslo 
are now being finished off -- one on each side of 
street. This makes three good fire-proofs, including ' 
Jacob's. The erection of these costly stores Indicates 
confidence of business men In the permanence of 
place. There is considerable mining both above and bel 
the town, and fears have been entertained that In case 
place should be destroyed by fire, business would cer 
at other points In the vicinity. 

"The boys at the old French claim have recently stn 
a rich prospect, getting 25 cents to the pan, several f 
from the bed-rock. The St. Lawrence Company will bE 
gravel next season, and If they strike good pay will ~ 
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much to the prosperity of the place. Other claims are 
being opened below. Some of which will in all 
probability pay next season. Two above here, at the 
Queen and Siopeville, we are informed, the claims are 
now doing well. The Manzanita Company, after struggling 
against adverse fortune for a couple of seasons --- having 
been almost within grasp of the golden prize --- have at 
length decided to run a drain tunnel, and are already at It. 
This, it is probable, will also drain the claims of the 
"Chief", and another season will see the fulfilment of 
great expectations, so long deferred. The "Manzanita" 
boys are grit to the bottom, and are bound to stick 
together and realize the benefit of their own labor when 
the good time comes. A ball and supper were given at the 
"Chief" a week ago last Saturday evening, on occasion of 
the birthdays of a couple of the boys belonging to that 
burgh. Those who ought to know say it was a very 
sociable affair, and passed off splendidly and to the 
satisfaction of all who participated. Quite a number of 
ladies were present, and the dancing was lively till a late 
hour in the evening ...John M. Bennett has been appointed 
postmaster at Port Wine. Mr. B. will prove a faithful and 
honest officer. In later years one of these stone buildings 
spoken of above became the general store of Ham and 
Morse. 

PRIZE FIGHT AT PORT WINE: 
Likely no event of entertainment character --- at least 

as far as the men were concerned --- exceeded an event 
Which took place at Port Wine on the 31st day of May in 
1862. On that day a great prize fight came off between 
Tom Daley and Bill Davis, each of whom put up a stake of 
$500. The fight was witnessed by "at least 800 people" 

Old Stone Building at Port Wine - Photo about 1928 Courtesy : Angus and Ida Ja mes 

including a large group from Downieville, who made the 
long trip by trail via Deadwood and Poker Flat to be 
present. William Matthews was referee and Frank Martin 
and Dennis Dougherty were umpires. The fight got under 
way at 4:40 P.M. Dougherty, being about twenty pounds 
lighter than Davis, was knocked down several times, and 
after forty-one minutes of fighting, failed to "come to 
time", and his seconds threw in the sponge. Despite the 
pronounced difference in weight and the knock-downs, 
Doughtery made a good fight. Total receipts for the fight 
were $1,503. Expenses were $600., leaving a purse of 
$903. for the winner, which was in addition to the $500 
which each fighter put up... Later in the same year in 
December at Queen City two Welch young men got into a 
quarrel which resulted in a fight which lasted over two 
hours. Several "long rounds" were fought and an eye
witness to it testified that it was a better fight than that 
between Davis and Daley. 

BalanCing this form of entertainment with another of 
different kind was a Social Ball which was held at Culver's 
Hotel in Port Wine on the evening of December 24th of the 
year. Members of E. Clampus Vitus had a torchlight 
procession and "a good time generally." 

In May of 1863, at a meeting meeting held at William 
Howell's Saloon at Port Wine, a Union League was for
med. Resolutions were adopted in support of the Union 
Cause, and the following Pledge was sworn to: "In ac
cordance with the spirit of the above resolutions, we 
pledge ourselves to an unconditional loyalty to the 
Government of the United States; to an unswerving 
support of its efforts to suppress the rebellion, and to 
spare no endeavor to maintain unimpaired the National 
unity, both in prinCipal and territorial boundary. The 
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primary object of this league is and shall be to bind 
together all loyal men of all trades and professions in a 
common Union, to maintain the power glory and integrity 
of the Nation." ' 

The following excerpts from articles about Port Wine 
which appeared in the 6-2-63; 4-27-64 and 4-15-65 issues 
of the Mountain Messenger, report principally on mining 
of the Port Wine and Queen City area, with the news of 
April 27th, 1864, giving the production figures of mines 
operating in the diggings at Port Wine: 

M.M.6-20-63: PORT WINE 
EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"This place, after the dry season of last year, which 
frightened some of the timid into a traveling fit, has 
resumed its wanted position as one of the best mining 
camps in the mountains. The Monte Cristo, Eagle, Golden 
Gate, etc., are rolling out their hundreds of ounces 
weekly; while the Queen, Gate, Erie, Sailor Boy, and 
others have been paying big wages for a long time. last 
week the Monte Cristo cleaned up 137 ounces, the Gate 
120, and the Queen 86 ounces, which is probably about an 
average yield, these claims at time making much larger 
weekly washes. The Queen Companny, having run their 
main tunnel 1 ,950 feet, have struck another strata of rich 
dirt, and everything prospects favorably for the future. 

"A good bit of fun was had the other day by some cruel 
wa~, who set the town agog by raising a great quartz 
eXCitement, a la Fraser River. Going down to the old ledge 
JusJ below the graveyard, he brought up his specimens 
'salted' the mortar with a few grains of gold and com~ 
menced pounding . His neighbors, gathering around soon 
discovered his 'prospects', which (in his joy) he w~s not 
carefu.1 to conceal. Gold was in the old ledge sure, and the 
cropplngs were extensive. A general rush was made for 
the .Iedge. Old, rusty picks, sledges, and bars im
mediately advanced a hundred per cent in the market and 
were in lively demand. Notices of claims were h~stily 
written and blazed on every whortleberry and manzinit a 
bush in the vicinity ... . . The women, finding the town 
nearly deserted, and discovering the cause, were about 
sailing in, when lo! the bubble burst. The secret was out. 
Stocks suddenly'declined; a great crash followed, and 
ever:( man r~tired to his store, saloon, or other place, 
looking as Innocent of excitement as if he had just 
returned from Cariboo without a color. Every man now 
believes in gravel diggings ---- quartz is played out .. . . " 

M.M . 4-27-64 PORT WINE: 
"The Queen claim struck it richer than ever about a 

week ago and shares have doubled in sale value. The 
hurdies are dancing at Dick Nagle's, and the social world 
moves on apace. There is to be a May festival at Grass 
Flat, a week from next Saturday, in which the children of 
the public school will be the prominent featLJre, although 
it is expected will turn out and carry their own luncheon 
and enjoy themselves as befits the occasion. We presume 
there may be a little dance, as the Port Winers are some 
on having a good time, and Grass Flat is just the place to 
have it. There will be a May Pole and May Queen, some 
good singing, no doubt, and other things to fill the bill for 
a happy May Day, which, by the way, happens on Sunday. 

"The weather continues dry, and from all parts we 
I~arn that water is failing rapidly, we are sorry to say, with 
little hope for more in quantity sufficient for hydraulicking 
purposes. Some of the short ditches are already dry, and 
many companies that have started to work do not seem 
likely to realize half their expenses. 

"YiELD OF GOLD: The following is a statement of 
returns from the diggings at Port Wine, of dust deposited 

from the various companies for the two weeks e 
April 23rd, 1864: Monte Cristo Company, $12,09 
Eagle Company 4,497.20; Golden Gate Com~ 
$3,544.66; SMALL lots, $1,510.91. For the week er 
April 23rd, we have the following: Indian Queen 
pany, $911.92; Evans, Lewis and Company, $1 ,2~ 
French Company, $535.61, and the Sailor Coml 
$576.44. A total of $25.342.91." 

M.M.4-15-65: PORT WINE 
EDITORS MESSENGER: 

"Our little town is still loyal. When the news rea 
here confirming the previous report of the captu 
Richmond, the town flag was got out, and flung tl 
breeze from the top of the flag-staff, and the boys 
generally jubilant, drinking to the health of C; 
Sherman , etc ... . . 

"Our heretofore prospect of a wet season ha! 
appearance of being a failure, the snow going off raJ 
and giving us but little water. None of our neighb 
towns have had sufficient for more than half 
hydraulic claims. The past storm bids fair to supply: 
water and renew our joys. 

"What we want here is a little outside capital to c 
us in opening the extensive gravel deposit, or cha 
that is known to pass from Howland Flat by SI. Loui 
Cedar Grove, back of this place and down the rid 
Poverty Hill and Scales' Di~gings. The hardy mine 
put in many months and years time in trying to ope 
channel below this place, and it can be done; but the 
ouf 01 means and have to suspend work and hire c 
make a raise to go ahead again: Already the deposi 
been reached, but not low enough to drain the cha 
As soon as that is accomplished, we have digging~ 
will last for twenty years, and as good as any we 
now, or ever have had in the county . Two camp 
above Queen City have been operating with un 
energy for years to open the deposit by means ( 
engine, working through a perpendicular shaft, but c 
have not been able to reach bed-rock on account c 
large amount of water in the bed of the channel. 
prospects are now quite favorable. The breaking of a 
spur wheel some days ago caused them some dela~ 
without much trouble a mechanic was found with a 
to mend it, and they are now at work again. 

"The claims here are not paying as well as heretc 
the front channel being pretty well worked; but the· 
sufficiently to make some revenue to the Governr 
That reminds me that the Federal Assessor was here 
days last week to give the boys a chance to me 
statement of their incomes for 1864 .. .. " 

SNOW SQUALL, Port Wine, April 11 , 

A VISIT OF PEOPLE OF PORT WINE TO MI 
PLEASANT 

People of the many settlements of Northern 
County early visited with one another with g 
traveling on horseback or on foot, where there was ( 
trail, or in wagons and buggies where there was a 
But such pleasure visits were not limited entirely to 
weather months of the years. Here is an account of. 
of a group from Port Wine to Mount Pleasant ma 
February of 1863 in which most of them made the t 
snows~oes, a~ described by a Port Wine correspor 
Theartlcle, which appeared in the M.M. of that mont 
year, is particularly of interest for its description, 
operation of a huge water-wheel which was used to 
water from a mine shaft. 
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Snowshoe· Race Group from Howland Flat and Port Wine in La Porte to Participate in Races - Photo about 1910 

"A correspondent informs uS that a party of ten Port 
Winers took a jaunt from that place on Thursday morning 
of last week to the Mount Pleasant (or dutchman's) 
Ranch , about five or six miles distant. The object of the 
expedition seems to have been to enjoy a little hearty 
recreation, and visit a large water-wheel recently erected 
by Mr. William Thomas, upon the claims of the Red, 
White and Blue Company on the above mentioned ranch . 
Six of the men wore snowshoes, the remaining four 
traveled without these fashionable appendages. The trip 
was made in one hour and a quarter, which was decidedly 
good . Our correspondent was well pleased with the 
operat ions of the attractive wheel, which had brought out 
such an appreciative audience to witness its operation . 
The correspondent said : 'The owners of the R.W. and B. 
have a very cheap method of hoisting water and dirt from 
their shaft by means of a hydraulic wheel forty feet in 
diameter. Twelve i:1ches of water applied at the top of the 
wheel has proved sufficient to hoist a bucket containing 
sixty gallons of water from the shaft .. It is so contrived 
that while the upper bucket is being emptied of Its 
contents, the other one at the other end of the rope is 
filled at the bottom of the shaft. The water can be turned 
on so as to reverse the motion of the wheel, raising the 
lower bucket while the upper one is going down. 

"The boys had a sumptuous dinner served them at the 
ranch, followed by a free and easy dance and plenty of 
lager. As a consequence, they started for home in good 
spirits, but were overtaken on the ridge of Bald Mountain 
by a terrific gale of wind accompanied by snow, which 
dispersed their ranks. Those on snowshoes reached the 

Co ur tesy: Tru man Gou ld 

'port' in safety. The others, not coming In during the 
evening, much anxiety was felt for fear they had perished 
in the snow . In the morning a volunteer corps put out In 
search of the lost lambs, who were finally discovered 
roosting high in the wheel-house, still gazing at the 
ponderous object of their perilous journey." 

The correspondent added : "The prospects of a 
successful mining and business season are promising. 
The Monte Cristo at Siopeville, and the Golden Gate, a 
little above town, are taking out gold by the hundred 
ounces per week, despite the fact that they have only 
water sufficient to wash about half their dirt . The 
prospects of several other companies are also reported to 
be improving. An aCCident, by which one man was 
severely Injured, took place at the Manzanita claims one 
day last week .. . .. Frank Culver announces a WaShington's 
Birthday party at his hotel on Friday evening, February 
20th ." 

In 1863 Port Wine had a fine celebration in observance 
of Independence Day. The following excerpts are from a 
description of the event as it appeared in the M. M. of 7-11
63 by a Port Wine correspondent to that newspaper: "The 
Celebration here on the Fourth was one of the most 
successful in which we have participated in the moun
tains. The preparations were extensive, the contributions 
liberal, and the whole programme, with but Iittle variation, 
was fully carried out. The glorious morn was ushered in 
by a grand salute from the St. Louis Artillery. People in 
large numbers came flocking into town at an early hour 
from the neighboring towns. After a short march in 
procession, the assemblage became seated in the arbor to 
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listen to the oration, which was eloquently delivered by 
Frank Anderson. We judge there about five hundred 
persons present, including many ladles. The music for the 
occasion was performed by the La Porrte Brass Band, and 
was much appreciated. Under their leadership the 
procession reformed after the oration and marched to the 
hotels, where sumptuous dinners were prepared and 
hundreds satisfied their patriotic appetites . The Welch 
concert --- or rather convention, (we have lost the Welch 
term) -- soon followed, with songs in both English and 
Welch, during which exercises considerable sums of 
money were given away in prizes for compositions in 
prose, poetry and music by members of the society, 
which meets annually and distributes premiums 
previously offered for literary productions .. .. 

"The pavilion was crowded to Its utmost capativity, 
some seven or eight hundred persons being present. the 
music by the Cambrian Choir of North San Juan and 
Camptonville and the Sierra Songsters of Port Wine, was 
of the highest order. The pieces were well selected and 
the action appropriate and well done. The whole affair 
passed off most happily to the satisfaction of all. We are 
joined by others in the hope that we may again enjoy the 
pleasure of listening to these mountain songsters, who 

I ,. 	 have entertained us so much. The day's festivities closed 
with good fireworks and slavos of cannon. On Sunday, 
the French citizens of Port Wine marched in procession to 
the roll of a drum, with the American and French flags 
displayed, and singing the Marseilles." 

In 1864 there was a fine Christmas Party at Culver'S 
Hot~r. After singing and a turkey dinner, a sleigh-riding 
party of four couples from Howland Flat surprised the 
gathering . Earlier, in August of the year, Harry Fowler and 
James Williams settled differences between them In a 
formal fight for $500 a side. The men fought through 
twenty-three rounds in forty-seven minutes, during which 
there were more than a dozen knock-downs, most of them 
scored by Fowler. Wiiiiams severly injured his hand and 
the fight was concluded at the end of the twenty-third 
round. 

In 1864 the existing schoolhouse at Port Wine was 
enlarged and improved. Mr. Phalln was the teacher and 
had about fifty pupils. It was regarded as one of the most 
flourishing schools in the county. In 1866, as was the 
case in other years as well, County and State monies for 
the support of the Port Wine school --- this being 
frequently the case in many of the school districts of the 
county --- was inadequate, and the people of the Port 
Wine School District found it necessary to raise more 
money. In the year above, the trustees of the Port Wine 
School District took up a subscription, and among the 
contributors, in addition to the people of the District, 
were the Erie, Eagle, Indian Queen, Golden Gate, and 
Monte Cristo mines. 

MINING AT PORT WINE IN 1869: 
A correspondent "R" of Port Wine to the Mountain 

Messenger ina letter dated October 28th of 1869, reported 
on mining at Port Wine: 
EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"Being an old resident of Port Wine, and feeling a little 
interested in its welfare, I have concluded to drop you a 
few lines occasionally, to the end that you and the rest of 
creation may know how we are progressing. I have left the 
old log cabin and moved up nearer the 'front', and can 
consequently keep you better posted. 

"The Monte Cristo Company has been sinking their 
slope one hundred feet deeper so that they are now lOW 

enough to work their lower channel. The bed-rock pitched 
off about fifty feet, and they have now to run a bed-rock 

tunnel of about five hundred feet when they will strike 
richest diggings in Sierra County. Their ground 
already been proved by the old Gate Company, so you 
see the boys are running for a dead thing, and have e\ 
encouragement to put in their best licks and push ti 
tunnel ahead as fast as money and muscle can do it. 
stock of this company is changing hands dally at ab 
fifteen hundred dollars per share, which is a very gl 
sign. 

"The Oid Gate and Chief, now the Union Mine, 
until recentiy been paying well. The company are r 
replacing their Adams' wheel with a Fredenbur wheel, 
Adams' not being able to raise the dirt and water I 
enough. For some time back they have been raising Wi 

by hand, but found that that would not answer. T 
contracted for the new wheel sometime since, anc 
should have been in working order before this, but jus 
they got it nearly set up, it was discovered that some I 
of it would not fit, a mistake having been made in castl 
so that the wrong part had to be shipped below 
correction. The wheel will probably be in operation ab 
the first week in November. 

"The Pioneer Company of Grass Flat are stili at w 
running their bed-rock tunnel. The rock is softer tha 
has been for a long time, and the owners 
correspondingly encouraged. There Is little doubt 1 
they have a rich prospect ahead." 

ACCIDENTAL DEATHS: 
In January of 1870, Edward Reynolds and Alexandel 

Deoui<e., workers at the mine of .ttle Union Mining Cc 
pany, formeriy 	the Golden Gate and the New York C 
soiidated, were killed when caught In a cave-in. Earl 
the roof of the breast in the tunnel had be observed to 
sagging. The men continued to work and (he roof g 
way, crushing them to death. Bad air in the tur 
hampered efforts in the work of trying to reach the rr 
and it was necessary to install a bellows so that the VI 
could proceed. 

In late March of the same year, P.H. cRussell, who \ 
more familiarly known as Charley Russell, who was lor 
resident of Port Wine, came to his death while attempl 
to cross Big Canyon Creek while on his way from F 
Wine to Downieville. He had left Port Wine on snowsh 
and had taken the lower trail which crossed Big Can 
Creek some distance below where the Morristown I 
corssed it. There had been a bridge across the creek 
that route, but it had been destroyed for all but 
stringer. It was doubtless while Russell was attemptln, 
cross the creek on this old log stringer, which was at 
twelve feet above the bed of the creek, that he lost 
balance and fell on the rocks below. His body was fa 
several rods below where he had fallen, but he 
managed to crawl out upon the bank where his body 
found. 

A letter, which was entered in the M.M. of 2-12-70 
correspondent "Bolus" of Port Wine, reports the follm 
news of Port Wine: 
MR. EDITOR: 

"The late rains caused many a face to wear sm 
even in this little town. The Monte Cristo boys washec 
little dirt they had on hand, and it panned out 
thousand dollars. They are also getting along very 
with their bed-rock tunnel, and will soon have their t 
hundred feet completed . The Union Mining Compan~ 
taking out good pay, but the late accident threw , 
back considerably. The Old Eagle Mining Com 
washed what dirt they had, and it turned out better 
they expected. Betterthan this, however, they have s' 
good diggings in the hill this week. The old Never S 
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diggings, better known as Jack Cayote's Claims, now 
owned by George Vaughn and Company, has been 
thought all summer to be doing pretty well. They had 
quite a pile of dirt out, and made considerable 
calculations on the said dirt, which no doubt was of good 
quality; but I am sorry to say that the ditch broke one 
night, and that was the last of the dirt. There Is one 
consolation, however, and that Is he owns the upper end 
of the ravine, so it Is not a total loss; but as his means are 
limited, It will be a serious Inconvenience. 

"I have heard it reported recently that the rock was 
much softer in the Grass Flat tunnel. 

"It looks now as If Port Wine was destined to be itself 
again . The other day a large company was formed here 
and took up all the ground that was not claimed in what is 
known as the Wahoo District, and mean to commence 
work on it In the Spring. It is the general impression that 
rich diggings may be found there. We stili have a night 
school here, and almost every young man in the place 
attends it. It is taught by my friend, Mr. Phalin, who says 
he will teach them almost everything that they wish ex
cept the art of courtship, that he claims to know nothing 
about." 

A Good Templars Lodge was formed in Port Wine and 
on an occasion in March of 1870 held a social dance at 
which the children of the school presented a program, 
along with numbers by the Port Wine Glee Club..... In the 
early fall of 1881, a number of Port Wine People attended 
a Mexican Fete at La Porte, which consisted of a Grand 
8all. The hall was decorated with evergreens and on one 
of the walls was a large Mexican flag. Music for the affair 
was furnished by Messrs. Caya, Chamberlain, and Goza. 
Supper was served at B. Goilhard's Restaurant. 

In 1881, Libertie and Company, at their mine near Port 
Wine, were busily engaged in repairing the ditches and 
reservoirs of their mine operation. Other mines of the area 
working at this time were the Queen and the Union. The 
Ohio at Wahoo, was paying very well and was employing 
twenty men. Five new buildings had been constructed at 
Wahoo. 

SCHOOL PROGRAM: 
The following program of recitations and songs was 

. presented by the Port Wine SchOOl on the occasion of the 
close of the school for the year after a term of eight 
months, on November 25th of 1881, with Miss Lizzie E. 
Ross as teacher: 

Work and Play . .... by Charlotte Harris 
A Pretty Sight . . ... by Edward Canney 

Early Rising ..... by Ida Abbott 
Sleep Dolly . .... by Georgie Sherman 

The Crust of Bread ..... by Mattie Harris 
The Swallow and I ..... Sarrah Canney and Annie Sherman 

Frightened Kittens by Harold Kinman 
Little Doll .. ... by Hattie Abbott 

Tom Thumb . .. ... by James Lewis 
Nannie's Song ..... by Winnie Jones 

r Tom Tucker ..... by Charley Caya 
The Bird's Nest ..... by Maggie Canney 

The Gossips .... . by Annie Caya, Aiice Sherman, Susan 
Cassidy and Mary Jones 

Lord Ullin's Daughter ..... by James Beran 
My Brother ..... by Marfydd Sherman 

The Syrup Cup ..... by Sarah Canney 


I'll Never Chew Tobacco ..... by Charley Abbott 

The Sheep ..... by Annie Sherman 

The Printer and the Dutchman ..... by George Caya and 
James Beran 

My Country's Flag ..... by Susan Cassidy 
Last May-Day on the Playground ... . . by Alice Sherman 

J 

In October of 1888 the schoolhouse was destroyed by 
a fire. There was time to save the furniture, and school 
was resumed in a building that had been a store. Miss 
Annie E. Sinnott was teaching the Port Wine School in 
1890. The Mountain Messenger of August 9th of the year 
had the following news item about the school: "An 
American Flag purchased by the patriotic citizens of Port 
Wine and vicinity was waved to the breeze from the 
flagstaff at the public schoolhouse (the first raised in our 
County) on the morning of July 3rd. Miss Annie Sinnott, 
teacher of the public school, is justly entitled to and 
receives much credit for this beautiful emblem of our 
nationality. " 

Some of the teachers of the Port Wine public school 
(Union School District) through the years were: Mr. A.M. 
Phalin, 1866-69; Mamey Murray, 1885-86; Florence 
Crichton, 1885-86 and 1887-89; Selina Durstone 1886-89; 
Miss Annie E. Sinnott 1889-92; Everett A. Holland 1891
94; Minnie J. Ross 1893-94; Alice S. Kingdom 1898-99 
and 1901-1903; W.R. Hanodel 1900-1901; Isabel A. 
Th oms on 1903-1905; G race Coates 1905-1906; Josephine 
Delahunty 1905-1908; and Mary McDonnell 1907-1910. 

In 1886 the yield of some of the mines of the general 
area was good. The tunnel of the Bunker Hill mine was in 
270 feet; Isaac Copeland at Wahoo was employing eight 
men, and Jack Lloyd was running a tunnel below Port 
Wine. Miss Florence Crichton, of San Jose, was the 
teacher of the Port Wine School in that year and had 
nineteen pupils. Some of the businesses at the time 
were: Caya's Hotel, Saloon and Livery Stable, Lewis's 
Hotel and Libertie's Saloon. 

In 'the late 1880's and early 1890's, James Modglin was 
County Road Overseer for the roads of the Port Wine Road 
District and carried out his work efficiently as this item of 
news, :.vittily expressed in the Mountain Messenger of 

July 12th of 1890, testifies: "Jas. Modglin, Road Overseer 
of the Port Wine Road District, was over this week to 
settle his road account. He nearly paralyzed the Board by 
showing that he had done $300 worth of work and still had 

... -----

Old Maintenance Building of County Road Department 
at Queen City - Photo: 1976 
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$30 road money in his hands, which he offered to pay over who introduced the orator of the day, Dr. Frederic~ 
l~ to his road fund. The Chairman of the Board was so Lord of Port Wine. Following a fine address the b 

tl.J
.' overcome at !his showing that he wanted to throw himself played the Star Spangled Banner, and the Declaratiol 

on Bro. Modglin's neck and weep, but the brother, looking Independence was read by Miss Minnie J. Ross. In 
as though he might object, it was not done." evening a Grand Ball was given by S.R. Farren, \ 

music furnished by Oliver Caya's String Band.In 1883, on order of the County Board of Supervisors, 

l 
i 

i 
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the road from Queen City to the middle of the ridge 
separating Canyon and Slate creeks, a distance of one 
mile, which section made up a part of the road between 
Port Wine and Wahoo (19), was declared a county road. 

In 1894 a large crowd attended a fine Christmas Party 
and Program at M.H. Ham's Hall in Port Wine with music 
being furnished by O.F. Caya and Mrs. S.R. ~arren, violin 
and piano. Following was the program: 

Opening Address ..... "Welcome" ... Mrs. Ham 
"The Night Before Christmas" ..... Bertie Ham 

"The Night After Christmas" .. ... Golitha Sherman 
Pantomine, "Pricilla" .. .. . Charley Caya, Morvie and Percy 

Sherman 
Song: "Umpah, Umpah Boong" .... . Children 

Dialogue: "Snapping Turtles" ..... Annie Boland and 
George Miller 

"Christmas Eve" .... . Laura Grant 
"Something for Baby" ..... Orlie France 

Duet: "Mr. and Mrs. Thompson" ..... George Caya and 
Mrs. Farren 

Dialogue: "Making a Match" ..... Chas. Caya, Bessie 
Cameron and Sarah Davis 

"Santa Claus" ..... Frank Modglin 
"Nine Little Chickens" .... . David Dubuque 
"Santa Claus Letter" ..... Blanche Cameron 

Duet: "Biddy Mulligan" ..... George Caya and B. 
Washington 

"Two Bumble Bees" ..... Leon Miller 
Song: "I Really Can't Keep Still" ..... L. W. France 

Duet : "Paper of Pins" ..... Myrtle Farren and Orlie France 
Drama: "Midnight Watch" .. ... Golitha Sherman, Bertie 

Ham and Orlie France 
Song: "Forgiveand Forget" ..... Bessie Cameron 

Dielogue: "An Irish Love Letter" .... . Lillie Kinman, 
Morvie and Percy Sherman 

"The Billville Christmas Tree" ..... Willie Dubuque 
Song: ''Lager Beer" ...... George Caya 

Dialogue: "Conjugal Lovers" ..... Nellie Boland and 
Chas. Miller 

Song: "When I was Single" .... . Leon Miller and Mary 
McKensie 

"Lucy Gray" ..... Louisa Proseus 

"Hurrah! Hurrah! .... . Luther Sherman 


Duet: "0 Lady" ..... Myrtle and Pearl Farren 

"Rock Me to Sleep" ..... Mary McKensie 

"Christmas Stocking" .... . Willie Grant 


Song: "I'm GOing to Write to Papa" .. ... Blanche Cameron 

Dialogue: "A Load of Wood" ..... Chas. Caya, George 

and Percy Sherman 
Song: "Come Home Father and Answer" ..... George 

Caya and Golitha Sherman 
"Ji mmy Butler and the Owl" ..... Edward Canney 

In 1895, Port Wine observed Independence Day in fine 
fashion, with people from all sections of Northern Sierra 
coming . Thirteen 'signals' echoed through the town to 
start the evehts. Flags were displayed from every house in 
town. Music by the Grass Flat Brass Band maintained the 
day lively . All went to the town hall at 1 :30 P.M. which 
was beautifully decorated with evergreens and flags 
where there were selections by the band and the crowd 
welcomed by the President of the Day, William M. Clark, 

In October of 1897, Port Wine defeated La Porte 
baseball game played on the La Porte field . Players of 
two teams were: 

PORT WINE LA PORTE 
R. Sherman Pitcher Joe Muller 
G. Clark Catcher G. Shaw 
A. Greeley 1st Base W. Merrill 
E. Honesdale 2nd Base J. Williams 
I. Adams 3rd Base L. O'Rourke 
C. Caya Short Stop Buck Muller 
G. Sherman Right Field J . McLaughli
A. Caya Center Field E. Williams 
A. Lewis Left Field E. Muller 

In 1898 Th e F ou rth was observed at Port Wi ne \ 
appropriate exercises, opening with a baseball g. 
between teams of the town and La Porte. Players w' 
For Port Wine : P. Sherman, Evans, Greeley, Shaw. 
Williams, Donohue, C. Caya, Dubuque and Craig. Fo 
Porte: Honodel, J. Muller, Merrill, O'Rourke, McLaugl 
Oats, Canney, O. France and Adams. 

The exercises were held in the afternoon at the T, 
Hall_wbich were opened by an address by President of 
Day, L.W. France, who presented Richard J. Sinnott, 
was Orator of the Day. Following Mr. Sinnott's 
dress , National airs were sung by the choir and play81 
the band --- the choir consisting of Mrs. l.E. Caya, I 
A.J. Greely, Miss Golitha Sherman, Miss Annie Kingc 
Miss Alice Kingdon, Charles Caya, W.B. Stansbury, [ 
Sylvester and L.W. France; and the band of O. C. 
violin, Mrs. E. Pike, organ, and Mr. Sylvester, cor 
The Declaration was read by Mrs. L.E. Caya. The 
ternoon exercises were closed with a minstrel 
formance by Mr. Stansbury, Mr. Charles Caya and 
Sylvester. A Grand Ball in the evening concluded 
observance. Floor managers for the dance were: HI 
Skinner and J. Smith of Gibsonville, A.J. Greely of , 
Wine, W. Clark and l. O'Rourke of La Porte, and' 
Livermore of Scales. Music was furnished by O.F. C, 
Elias Squier, Mrs. Pike and Mr. Sylvester. The supper 
at Masson's Hotel. Marshall of the Day was A.J. Gre 
and the Committee on Arrangements was John Mas~ 
Joseph Gibson, Oliver Caya and O. Libertie. 

It was the custom for the towns of Northern SI, 
County, just as it was forthe towns of the other region: 
the county, to alternate in being the place wt 
celebrations, such as those of the observance of 
dependence Day and Admission Day, would be held S( 

to avoid conflicts and to assure a fine crowd . When 
place for a certain celebration was determined, the 01 
settlements of the area assisted in the preparations 
the event. 

The Fourth of July Celebration for 1898 for Nortr 
Sierra County was heid in Port Wine, on which occa~ 
Richard Sinnott delivered the oration of the day . . 
account of this observance in the Mountain Messenge 
July 9th, described this address: "Mr. Sinnott was at 
best in the oration. It was a splendid effort, well-wrl1 
and well delivered . It teemed with patriotic truths, and 
reference to the phenomenal victories of the Amerl ' 
Arms on land and sea (in the Spanish-American War) k 
his auditors in a continual state of cheering." 
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On the occasion of the closing of the Port Wine school for sisters filled the hall with sounds harmonious. Their 
the winter In December of 1898, the following program efforts were fully appreciated, and I hope they will favor 
was given: us with another entertainmeent before long. The little 

Song: .. . . There's Music in the Air .... . School boys also did well. 
Recitation: ... The Death of the Flower ... Frank "The following are the names of those recently In

Modglin stalled as officers of our Templars' Lodge at the last 
Dialogue: .... Grammatical Difficulties .. . Rilla Mason regular meeting: Thomas T. Davis, W .C. T. ; Precela 

and Mary McKenzie Evans, W.R.H.S.; Rachel Pierce; W .L.H.S.; Ellen Pierce, 
Recitation : .. .. Thanksgiving Day .... Joe Mason

J Song : .... Little Boy Blue .... Golitha Sherman 
Dialogue : .... Flea Powder .. .. Orlie France, Lucha 

Sherman, and Sadie DuDubuque 
Recitation: The Stars and Stripes ... Six Little Ones 

Song: .... Robin Red Breast .... School 
Recitation: The Common Path .. .. Sadie Dubuque 

Dialogue : .. . Plenty of Proof. .. . Sarah Davis, Orlie France, 
Lizzie McKensie, Arthur Caya 

Rectiatlon: .... Getting Ready .... Emma McKenzie 
Recitation: Thanksgiving .. .. Jennie Modglin 

Song: .... Whip-Poor-Will .. Myrtle Farren, Arthur Caya, 
and Rilla Farren 

Reading: ..... Uncle Stebb at Owen Grace .. .. Golltha 
Sherman 

Dialogue: .. Trials of a Canvasser . ... Joe Mason, Myrtle 
Farren, Luther Sherman, Amelia Rutishauser 

Recitation: ... How They Saved the Battery at Fort 
Duncan ... Mary McKenzie 

Song : .... Beautiful Sunset .... School 

Christmas was observed at Port Wine In 1899 with the 
following program which was held at OliverCaya's house: 
Instrumental Music .... Mrs. Libertle, O. Caya and C. Caya 

Song: ... Far Away .... Children 

Recitation : .. . Star of Bethlehem .. .. Bert Brunt 


Piano Solo: ..... Arthur Cay a 

Reading: ... Old Santa Claus ... Myrtle Farren 


Mandolin and Guitar Selection .... Oliver and Charles 
Caya 

Recitation .... Rilla Farren 

Song : ... Whispering Hope .. . Little Children 


Recitation : .. . Boys . .... Arthur Caya 

Recitation: .. .. An Old Carol .... Roy Mason 


Recitation: ..... A Tale of Xmas Eve.... Miss G. Sherman 

Instrumental Music.... Mrs. L1bertie, Oliver Caya, and 

Charles Caya 

The following letter to the Mountain Mesenger In 
March of 1869 by E.G. of Queen City, speaks of the efforts 
of the Good Templars' Lodge to control Intemperance, 
and of a program in observance of Washington's Bir
thday: 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"It would be a great favor'to me if you would allow me 

a little space in your paper to make known the fact that the 
Good Templars of this vicinity are still alive and battling 
for the temperance cause. It is not long since we captured 
a few that were in the midst of danger --- but are now safe. 
We are ready to receive all who will join us who are in 
earnest in putting aside the stuff that steals men's brains. 

"Monday, February 22nd, we celebrated the an
niversary of the birth of the illustrious Washington by 
giving a public entertainment, consisting of singing, 
dialogues, recitations ; all hands, from the children of s ix 
years to the old bachelors of forty, taking an active part. 
The doors were opened at 6 Yz o'clock, and our School
room Soon filled with old and young. Some appropriate 
remarks were made by the chairman when the meeting 

W.V.T. ; Jeremiah Griffith, W.S.; S.N. Bllnman, W.A.S.; 
Mary Jane Brown, W.F.S.; Peter O'Neil, W .T.; John N. 
Evans, W.M . ; Margaret Brown , W.D.M. ; William 
Robinson, W.I.G.; A.M. Phalin, W.O.G.; and Thomas 
Lewis, W.C." 

Queen City Feb. 27th, 1869 I. G. 

LATER MINING IN THE PORT WINE - QUEEN CITY AREA 

Andrew and James Modglin worked their mining 
claim, the Wild Rose, at Queen City for several years in 
the late 1930's. In the 1940's and 1950's, Andrew, with 
A.J. Just and William Pike, worked the Pioneer Placer at 
Grass Flat, which is located about a half mile above 
Queen City on the road which leads to St. Louis. 

It is reported that the last significant amount of gold 
taken out of the channel at Port Wine was that recovered 
by John B. Lassiat from his claims In 1913. Mr. Lassiat for 
several years was Superintendent of the Excelsior Mine, a 
property located two miles southeast of St. Louis. 

From the 1930's into the 1950's, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Cummins worked the Lucky HIli Mine during the summer 
and fall months. The mine is located about three miles 
below Port Wine on the summit of the road to Scales. 

In the early 1900's, John B. Lasslat became the owner 
of the Lucky H III Gravel Mine which had earlier been 
owned by Charles Hendel. The mine Is about 5 miles 
south of the Port Wine diggings. Lasslat ran a drift, part 
of it though bedrock, into the channel, but the work did 
not result in finding pay gravel. 

was opened by singing Old Hundred . Next wasI Modglin Home at Queen City - Photo: 1976 

I Wash ington's Birthday, and the voices of our young 
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GRASS FLAT, GARDENER'S POINT, CHIEF CITY, 
HAPPY HOLLOW, SLOPEVILLE AND WAHOO 

North of Port Wine and Queen City at respective 
distances from the latter place of about one half, two 
thirds, and one mile, were the small early settlements of 
Siopeville, Grass Flat, and Gardener's Point --- (also 
found spelled: Gardiner' and Gardner) . Near Queen City 
were also the several dwellings of the small settlement of 
Happy Hollow, which was about a mile east of Queen 
City, and Ch ief City . And on the north side of Canyon 
Creek and about a mile and a half east of Grass Flat was 
the small mining settlement of Wahoo. 

L 

An article in the Mountain Messenger of December 6th 
of 1862, has the following to say about mining at Gar
dener's Point and speaks of a tunnel being run to drain the 
diggings at Grass Flat: "An enterprise of great magnitude 
has been commenced at Grass Flat Ravine near Gar
dener's Point. Iserman and Company have commenced 
runnning a tunnel from the ravine to drain Grass Flat. The 
tunnel is now In forty feet , and when the workmen get In 
under the flat they will be one hundred feet from the 
surface . When completed, the tunnel will undoubtedly be 
one of the most useful enterprises ever undertaken in this 
county. At Gardener's Point, Mltler and Company, are 
fixing up and putting their claims In working order for next 
spring. The Comet Company are not doing much work at 
present. The place is improving greatly. Quite a number of 
new buildings are in course of construction." 

,~ 
I ' Th'e M.M. of June 20th of 1863 speaks of the Pioneer 

Company at Grass Flat : "The Pioneer Company of Grass 
Flat, lying between here (Port Wine) and Gardener's Point) 
have commenced running a bed-rock tunnel, which it will 
take some three years to complete. This company owns 
eight hundred feet front of ground, running a long 

I ;' distance back to the summit, and their tunnel when 
completed, will drain other claims as extensive as theirL: 

I own. They have suspended operations for the present, but 
II . 	

plan to incorporate and push the work to completion 
wi thout delay." 

J i A few dwellings and mine buildings which existed 
' <--! between Gardener's Point and Grass Flat, which It ap

pears developed In the late 1850's or early 1860's around 
the mine of the Chief Mining Company, was given the 1I 	 name Chelf City. Here from the M. W. of 6-30-63 Is some

--l 	 news of the Chief Company: CHIEF CITY: "The Man
zanita boys are still persevering, and again almost within 
grasp of the golden prize for which they have battled so 

I ,! long and well. Their surface drain tunnel enables their
! 

engine and pump to subdue the rising flood, and In a week 
or so they expect to be In gravel again. The Chief Com
pany are stili pushing ahead with their work. We notice 
that many other parties, whose claims surround these, are 
looking with intense Interest at the result of their 
prospecting, and If these claims prove rich, as they are 
generally supposed to be, the fortunes of many men will 
be suddenly made, for the claims In this vicinity are as 
extensive and perhaps as rich as those of Howland Flat, 
to which range of gravel they appear to belong. Messrs. 
Polley and Thompson, who have a saw-mill here, are 
building a good timber road to Grass Flat. Mr. Cassidy, 
who had his hand crushed at the Chelf last winter, Is now 
keeping a saloon at the lower end of the street." 

The issue of the Mountain Messenger referred to 
above has the following news about Gardener's Point : 
" things look a little dull at present. The Comet Company 
are forwarding their main tunnel. The hydraulic and tailing 
diggings are paying wages, we understand . Mr. Isaman 
showed us a handsome specimen from the latter, 

weighing about twenty dollars, which he took out t , 
morning we were here: Messrs. Williams and JanE 
having bought a goodly strip of front ground alongsl 
the Comet, are now running a tunnel for the hit lea 
which has been paid so well .... . 

"Mr. E. Harris, who has resided and mined here fOI 
number of years, left for the Humbolt country this weE 
While here we noticed a curious phenomenon, which he: 
we were informed, been in progress for several da} 
Large quantities of brown butterflies , of full size, Wf 

passing in a constant torrent toward the north, as far 
the eye could reach. A similar migration was observec 
few years since, followed by their return southward abc 
a month later, in a very exhausted state apparently, 
many of them strewed the ground and filled the ditches 
such an extent, in some cases, as to choke up t 
screens. The succeeding seasons were followed by sm 
millers and worms, which, in some places, destroy 
almost every sign of vegetation, filled reservoirs seve, 
feet deep, and when shoveled out soon produced 
disagreeable stench. I have noticed this butter 
phenomenon in other places this season, all taking 
direct course north , though not in such quantities as WE 

seen here." 

An article in a Mountain Messenger of 1870, report 
that: "The Pioneer Company of Grass Flat , through th 
Contractors, David E. Stover and Company, are s 
hammering away at the bedrock In their main tunnel. 
They are now about 1 ,500 feet in and have finished ~ 
feet of their present 1 ,000 - foot COAtract, and if they e' 
strike the lead, which the Union Company at Port Wine, 
now working at, then you will find Grass Flat to be qu 
as fast and celebrated a town In Northern Sierra County 
any of them. This Company has now nearly expend 
altogether about $60,000, but no doubt their perseverar 
will yet be rewarded." 

Here from the M.M. of October 14th of 1893 are I 

cerpts from articles about Happy Hollow and Grass Fl. 
HAPPY HOLLOW:"Evan Jones, whose left eye was ba< 
injured while he was cutting chaparral last year and w 
underwent a successful operaation, conducted by I 

George H. Powers --(who treated Mrs. M. Costa 
Downieville for .her eyes) -- has not been able to WI 
much since, and intends to make another trip this win 
for further medical treatment to San Francisco. Mr. Jor 
warmly recommends his mountain friends, needing 
fective medical treatment, to Drs. Powers and Hopkins 
that city .. . . . Dan McKensie has purchased the Kaskl 
house of the Union Consolidated Company, which 
being removed to the site of Frlssel's which was burr 
two years ago. Reason for the change is danger of grou 
slides underneath the dwelling. Union Consolidated , 
running a tunnel 900 feet through worked-out ground 
No . 11 gangway, where there is about 250 feet of I 

prospected channel to the Pioneer line. Two men , 
doing outside work. George Miller Is Supt. and [ 
McKenzie has the contract to run the tunnel , and emple 
several miners. Two sets of timbers are put in ee 
twenty-four hours, day and night shifts, running throL 
gravel. 

"George Andrews has leased a piece of ground 
Canyon Creek, working twelve men. The gravel prospe 
very good, but no clean-up has been made. Con Ker 
and Dan McLaughlin have leased a part of Canyon CrE 
above Andrews, and employ a small crew. If the weatl 

. is favorable both parties will do very well by the prospe· 
obtained. 

"Mrs. David Burgess and children are here fn 
Sacramento on a visit to her husband , and will soon retl 
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~o the State Capitol where they have been sojourning for 
the past three years." 

"Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert May, with her sister, Miss Sarah 
Davis, reside at Gardiner's Point; also John Downs and 
Joel Treasure. The bond of the Treasure drift mine, given 
to San Francisco capitalists, expired Sept. 4th, and the 
prospect Is that work will soon be resumed. The mine was 
bonded to L.W. Wheaton." 

GRASS FLAT: "Four men are working at the Riffle drift 
mine owned by William Prosser, O. Owens and Thomas 
Prosser, (of Sutter Creek, Amador County), Mrs. E. 
Pritchard, (EI Dorado County)" Joseph Jones, (Tolumne 
County), Watkin Prosser (Martinez). William Prosser and 
o. Owens are the oldest owners, having been interested 
for the past thirty years. Main tunnel is in 3,000 feet, and 
the heart of the channel will soon be reached. Gravel pays 
about wages, with ttydraulicking the forty and fifty feet 
deep banks of gravel, of known width ---- gold all through 
it -- twenty feet above bedrock yielded eight to ten dollars 
to the set of timbers. 

"Henry Hartley is building a house, and 'tis slyly 
whispered that he will soon wed one of the belles of 
Northern Sierra... . Mr. and Mrs. Owen Thomas, and their 
daughter Miss Agnes, have taken charge of the boarding 
house, and will run it this winter. 

"The Pioneer Mining Company, of which our well 
known former Downieville attorney Frank Cowdery, for 
years a resident of San Francisco, is a leading 
stockholder, Chas. Deason, of Howland Flat, Supt., are 
,building a dump house and shed to the mouth of the 
tunnel, and a storehouse. Timbers, spiling, etc., are being 
laid in for winter. A flume, 16 by 18 Inches, has been laid 
in the Pioneer tunnel, 1,950 feet, to carry out the gravel 
from the dump house to the ravine below, where dams are 
to be constructed to restrain tailings. Thirty-five men are 
employed, and this force will be largely increased as 
soon as suffiCient working room has been obtained In the 
mine. Ventilation is secured by a 229-foot perpendicular 
shaft, at the base of which is a 140-foot slope to the 
bottom of the channel that will be worked to connect with 
the diggings at Happy Hallow. The air shaft has two 
compartments --- for air and manway --- with a good, solid 
ladder from top to bottom, and the exhaust pipe of the 
gasoline engine extends upwards through the manway in 
the shaft, twenty-nine feet above the surface. The mine is 
in very complete shape and excellent order for working. 
There are two iron platform switches at the bottom and 
top of the Incline to switch cars from one to the other 
track. Cars are new. Gravel prospects well. The Wahoo or 
Suffolk channel pitches down the ridge towards Grass 
F!at, and there is an extensive lead to be worked by the 
Pioneer and Riffle companies. A 12 horse power gasoline 
engine hoists the gravel and pumps water. About 
$360,000 have been already taken out of the Pioneer 
channel, and undoubtedly millions remain for ad
v~nturous and persevering millers . A part of the old 
Pioneer tunnel, run years ago by Dr. Alemby Jump of 
D.ownieville, Charles Hendel of La Porte, and others, is 
discernible in the southwest end of the old cut. 

BASEBALL 

In the 1890's, baseball was an active sport in many of 
the towns of Northern Sierra County, as It was In the rest 
of the county. In a game played at Grass Flat In November 
of 1897 between teams of Grass Flat and Port Wine 
fOllowing were the players of each team: ' 

GRASS FLAT PORT WINE 
Stanbury Pitcher P. Sherman 
Clark Catcher France 
J. Lewis 1st Base Greely 
Day 2nd Base May 
G. Sherman 3rd Base McElroy 
B. Brandt Shortstop F. Modglin 
A. Caya Right Field L. Sherman 
J. Modglin Left Field Dubuque 
Masson Center Field Casey 

In a game earlier the same Fall at Grass Flat between 
Port Wine and St. Louis, members of the teams were: 

PORT WINE 	 ST LOUIS 

P. 	 Sherman Pitcher E. Honedale 
G. Clark Catcher George Day 
A. Greely 1st Base F. Adams 
W. Stansbury 2nd Base R. Miller 
E. Kenny 3rd Base William Horn 
James Lewis Short Stop C. Sweezy 
O. Caya Left Field J. Conlan 
C. Caya 	 Right Field P. Mooney 

? Center Field John Brown 

WAHOO (20) 

Located a short distance north of Canyon Creek on the 
southern slope of Port Wine Ridge and east of Queen City 
about two miles, was the small settlement of Wahoo 
which developed about the mines of the place, two of 
which were the Ohio and the Suffolk. The Mountain 
Messenger of October 1st of 1881, has the following note 
about the former mine: "The Ohio Company mine at 
Wahoo is paying very well. Last week $1,200 was taken 
out. Twenty men are working at this claim." An Item In the 
October 14th of 1893 issue of the same newspaper speaks 
of the Suffolk Mine: "The Suffolk Drift Mining Company 
at Wahoo, are working thirty men, and doing well. 
Prospecting ahead is in progress with success. The 
tunnel is 2,500 feet long. Five gangways and breasts are 
open. Cars are 28 inches wide, 4 Yz feet long, with a depth 
of 30 inches. Some of the Happy Hallow cars are five feet 
in length--same width and height. Swelling bedrock is 
soomewhat troublesome. A large storehouse will be built 
this Fall, and repairs made on the dump sheds. A large 
number of timbers have been laid In, and winter supplies 
are coming. D.W. Corbett is acting Supt. 

Isaac Copeland, who later promoted the development 
of several mines around Downieville, was Superintendent 
of a mine at Wahoo in the 1880's, and Griff Thomas Sr., 
who was a prominent mining man of Sierra County, and 
who later in the early 1900's, for several years was 
Superintendent of the Telegraph Mine not far from the 
head of Goodyears Creek and below Fir Cap Mountain, 
was Superintendent of a mine at Wahoo. 

FOOTNOTE 

(20) 	 The site of the mining settlement of Wahoo Is about one 
and one-half miles northeast of Morristown and a short 
distance west of Canyon Creek. In later years Griff Thomas 
Sr. was Superintendent of a mine at Wahoo. 
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Histories of Newark (or Whisky Diggings) 

and Hepsidam 

Newark and Whisky Diggings are two names for the (Secession), who thrust their odious manifestations 
same early mining settlement of Northern Sierra County disloyalty constantly in the face of loyal citizens -- e 
which had its beginning in the early or middle 1850's and to the disgust of milder partisans of their own stripe
which was located about two miles northeast of Gib these things are persisted in, it will be surprising if th 
sonville. The author chose to enter this account of Its are nor some bloody noses made -before a great m. 
history under the separate headings ·of the two names to days. 
retain the manner in which much of the Information about MINING: The Boston claims have been doing well 
the settlement appeared in Issues of early newspapers of the season. They work eight men, and wash every we 
the county. Hepsldam was separated from Newark or averaging 20 ounces to a washing . The Vermont claims 
Whisky Diggings by only about half a mile. The sites of Dominion, have been averaging about seven dollars a ( 
both are northeast of Delahunty Lake --- a small lake now to the hand during the season .. .. Peterson and Compc 
also known as Pilot Lake -- about a mile. in piping claims, at the same place, have been work 

Newark or Whisky Diggings and Hepsidam were four hands, and making an ounce a day to the hand. 1 
amonQ the smaller of the many settlements of the region St. Nicholas Company have not cleaned up yet. The I 

and consisted of a few dwellings in addition to the Niagara claims, which have been worked about five ye: 
structures of the nearby mines, principal of which was the without much success, have been finally abandoned. 1 
North American. Being so close together the two set old Ironbound Tunnel Company on Whisky Creek he 
tlements were commonly regarded as being one town. been dOing handsomely for some time, making from $8 
The reader will note that sometimes the North American $10 a day to the hand. Perkins Company, just above, i 

"' 1 Mine is indicated as being at Newark, and in other 
-1 statements as being at Hepsidam. Other early mines of 

the Newark-Hepsidam Vicinity were: the Swiftsure, New 
York, Gem Company, Nevada Company, and the Shoo
Fly, which latter mine was located between the two 

settlements, and the Ne Plus Ultra. Mark Schofield, who 

was for several years Superintendent of the North 

American, lost his life in Novemberof 1890 by suffocation 

in the tunnel of the mine when he entered it to see why 

one of the workers had not come out, and was overcome 

by poisonous gases. 


Here, in an article from a correspondent of Newark to 
the Mountain Messenger of July 26th of 1862, is evidence 
of the very strong support of the Union Cause in the Civil 
War, which was general in the "Over North" part of the 
county, as it was in Sierra County as a whole. The article 
also records information about some of the mines of the 
Newark area: "Most of the mining claims at this place 
seem to be paying well, yet there appears to be a scarcity 
of water. The cry of 'hard times' still prevails, but with no 
apparent cause, unless attributable to the hurdy mania, 
which has been raging for some time past -- two sets 
having been in biast here at one time. Considerable 
gambling, and plenty of money among that class called 
'sports'. There is also quite a sprinklln of Secesh Lake Delahunty at Whisky Diggings 1970 
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il also doing finely. J. Simpson and Company's tailing 
claims in the creek are turning out over an ounce a day to 
the hand . The boys of the Nevada Company, just below 
town , who had such a battle with the stumps, have come 
to pay, and have been taking out from $8 to $12 a day to 
the hand for some time past." 

"HURDlE GURDIES": 
"Ladies of the evening" were known as "Hurdy Gur

dies". Not residents of the towns, a few would make a 
visit to them for a short time in either the late spring or 
early summer after the mines had returned to .full activity 
with the coming available of water for hydraulicking and 
sluicing, and men once more had money. Here from the 
M.M. of 6-21-62 --- as well as in the issue of that 
newspaper quoted above --- is a reference to the 'ladles', 
and also to gamblers who similarly made their ap
pearances: "The hurdy gurdies are entertaining the boys 
at (). The gals are much better looking than the last set we 
had here, and the cash is much more plentiful than at that 
time. We have an unusual influx of gaming gentlemen , 
vulgarly called 'sports' . Several games are in operation, 
and all seem to be doing a good business." 

The following excerpts from an article which was 
entered in the M.M. of 11-1-62, gives us news of what was 
happening at Newark : "We found this town exceedingly 
stili and quiet last Saturday. Business is as dull as in 
winter .. .. . We observe that the village stores of Messrs. 
A. Bona, Chandler, and Company, and Gottlg and 
Shoeman are well filled with goods for the coming winter. 

"Several robberies have been comm itted in this 
vic inity during the past week. Gottlg and Shoeman's store 
was entered on the night of Oct. 23, and seventy pair of 

pants and $32 in money stolen. The thieves effected their 
entry through a window .. . . . The sluices of the Swift Sure 
claims were robbed the same night. .. The cabin of William 
Morris, situated on the opposite side of Gimlet Hili from 
Hepsidam, was broken open and robbed of a quantity of 
provisions .... Ed Wick's cabin, not far from Morris', has 
also been relieved of some $70 worth of clothing and 
underpinning leather. 

"Corbett and Blair have opened the fine large saloon 
formerly known as Smith and Blair. They present an 
amiable disposition to supply to customers a choice 
st ock of cigars and warrant their liquors not to kill at over 
100 yards. The two market establishments have been 
merged into one. Jack Cain's old house does the entire 
business, without raising the former rates. Holland , 
Morley, and Company's Express Agency is also kept at 
this house.... 

"Mining prospects are brightening. The Boston claims 
are averaging an ounce a day to the hand ....The New York 
Company have large piles of rich looking gravel out .... 
The North American Company are quite sure they are on a 
good paying streak, and will soon wheel out their for
tunes .... The Swift Sure Company are on a new lead, and 
anticipate that they will soon take out something worth 
talking about .. .. " 

The following item of news from Newark from the 
M. M. of 12-6-62, again indicates how al most all else 
about the towns depended upon the having of water with 
which to mine: "Everybody here is 'awful dry'--not for 
whisky, of which there is plenty, but for water --- cold 
water to wash out their dirt.. ...T.here are no hurdles, no 
parties, no anything here now --- all owing to the terrible 
drought. Even snow-shoeing, the usual pastime of the 

North America Mine at Hepsidam - Photo Early 1900's Courtesy: M rs. Margaret Wil tsh ire 
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season, cannot be Indulged in to let off the pent-up 
suffocation of this awful drought. Some fifty new shoes 
have been made here for the expected season, which, 
added to the old fleet, now await the opening of the 

campaign . When all fairly begins, I presume you will 
hear from your old 'war correspondent' . Richmond (Hill) 
will surely be taken, and probably there will be a list of 
casualties, which, for the benefit of our champion, we 
hope may not be as serious as those recorded last winter. 
Yes, water is scarce, not only here, but in all the mining 
camps in the mountains, and we fear its want will greatly 
retard mining operations ." 

DRY UP 

The following excerpts from the correspondent "S.S." 
to the Mountain Messengers of 5-16-63 and 8-29-63, give 
us information about mining, businesses, roads, and of 
two big nuggets found near Newark: 

"The Golden Eagle Restaurant, at this place, is now 
open under the superintendence of Mrs. Phillips, who 
keeps the house in No. 1 style .... "The Howland Flat 
theatrical troupe were here Monday and Tuesday evening. 
They had full houses and gave general satisfaction . We 
also have a soldier man in town, with red stripes and 
brass buttons. He is recruiting for the First Calvary 
Regiment, C. V. , and has already found one ortwo. 

"A young man named Giovanni Gobbi, a Swiss, aged 
23 years, was instantly killed by the caving of a bank while 
-at work in the Swiss claims near the Slate Creek House, 
about 5 o'clock Friday afternoon, May 8th .iJ" . 

"On Wednesday, this week, the Swift Sure Company 
found a nugget of gold which weighs 32 ounces ; and the 
Vermont Company found one which weighs over 14 
ounces. Newark is good for 'shelling' out big lumps." 

NEWARK 
M.M . 8-29-63: 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 


.. . . . .. 1 assure you that this city has never In the 
memory of the oldest inha bltant, been so thoroughly 
'strapped' and 'dead broke' as it is at present. Business is 
dead, politics quiet, and the hurdies have left In disgust. 
The Golden Eagle Restaurant is closed for the Winter; 
J.L. Chandler has closed out his business; and Gottlg 
and Shoeman are preparing to do likewise. The prinCipal 
place in town where signs of life and better days may be 
seen, is at Mullen and Grant's Saloon, where liquors, 
cigars, and a set of pool-pins keep the house warm. 
Notwithstanding the misfortunes above stated, the ever 
hopeful miners keep a-going, and dump - sheds are filling 
up Jast in anticipation of Fall rains . 

. 

"Messrs. McQuesten and Fassett have struck another 
big prospect in the old Putnam Ravine, where such strikesi

f 
- were made a few years ago. Dr. William Dutch, a good 

looking gentleman, and dentist , is stopping with us for a 
few days. The doctor is prepared to do anything and 
everything in his line of business. 

"The Marysville and Beckwourth Pass Turnp ike Is now 
in good hands, and we may look for its completion at an 
early day. A contract of the entire route from La Porte to 
the eastern terminus of the road has been given by the 
Directors to Mr. Isaac Jennings, an energetic and ex
perienced contractor, for the sum of $53,000. The road is 
to be twelve feet wide and to be put through next year In 
running order. The following year it will be widened four 
feet , making a sixteen-foot road, to be delivered to the 
company in December, 1865 .... 

"The enterpriSing citizens qf Richmond Hill and Onil 
Valley are about constructing a road from the latter nam. 
burg to this place. The course laid out crosses the rid, 
below Pilot Peak, and comes round to this place by way ' 
Hepsidam . The work is already in progress between Ric 
mond Hill and Onion Valley . When these roads a 
completed the only link wanted to complete our chain 
communication will be that between Howland Flat and tl 
Slate Creek House, and which it is to be hoped our nelg 
bors of the Flat will not neglect." 

S . ~ 
In the spring of 1878 a fire destroyed several buildln 

of Newark. Here from an article from the M.M. of 11-9· 
is a reference to losses in this fire: "Cook's Hotel ha! 
rather sombre appearance, the effects of the tannl 
given it by the disastrous conflagration here last Sprln 
but its energetic proprietor Is engaged on repairs, and 
its pristine beauty will be fully restored . S. Ross, also 0 
of the unfortunate sufferers by the fire , stili resle 
here, and is bravely strugg::ng with adverse fortur 
which, it is sincerely trusted, will abide with him but fo 
brief period before he is again on the topmost waves 
prosperity. I heard that the North American had done VI 

well this season. " 
The following paragraph from The Sierra Age of Ju 

7th of 1871 ,a newspaper published in Downieville in , 
early 1870's, describes a visit of the Editor to the No 
American Mine: 
"RICH: We called on some of the North American be 
one day last week and happened to get there just as tt
were finishing up their day's work. When we used to mlr 
this finishing up part was the most trying and had' 
effect to make us cheerful or despondent as we WI 

successful or not. Judging by the amount of shining ( 
we saw in the pan , Hepsidam is no bad place to live 
especially those who own in the North American ." 

Fo llowing are a number of brief quotations taken fn 
issues of the Mountain Messenger which refer to Newa 
Hepsidam and vic inity : 
May 16,1863: "At Newark, the North American, the N. 
York and Gem Co. are doing well." 
May 23, 1863: "Everyone in Gibsonville and Newc 
appears to be anxious for the completion of the La Po 
and Beckwith Pass Wagon Road." 
July 26, 1862: "Most of the mining claims at Newark se! 
to be paying welL" 
July 2, 1870: "A fire at Newark destroyed about 
buildings. O'Neil's shop and Parlin's livery stable are 
the buildings left on the west side of the creek. Mess 
Schofield and Swlftsure claims lost their dump shed a 
blacksm ith shop." 
Feb . 4, 1871 : At this time there were 23 pupils In t 
school of the Newark school district; at Eureka there Wf 
40; at Mt. Pleasant, 21 ; at St. Louis, 41; at Glbsonvll 
42; and in the Table Rock School District, 194. 
May 31 , 1873: "The hotel formerly owned by Shaughne~ 
at Newark is being torn down and removed to Gibsonvi 
where it will be re-erected." 
August. 1, 1874: At this t ime there were 30 pupils 
school in the Newark District; at Mt. Pleasant there Wf 
30; at Poker Flat, 19; and at Morristown, 10. 
Aug . 26, 1876 : "The Swiftsure claims at Newark have th 
tunnel in 1,000 feet." 
Aug. 5, 1876 : "The North American claim at Hepsida: 
under the able superintendence of Miles Schofield, 
doing well this season." 
Dec. 30 , 1876 : "On Sunday, December 17, the works 
the North American Mining Company at Hepsidam, WE 

destroyed by fire ." Th is mine had a yield of $180,000 
1877. 
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Hepsidam Photo of a Water Color of 1860 Cour tesy: Mrs. Margaret Wilt shire 

Hepsidam and North America Mine - about 1913
Courtesy: Mrs. Margaret Wiltshire 
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Sept. 1, 1877: "A company has been formed to build a 
road from Newark to the Plumas-Eureka Mine." 
Aug. 26, 1876: "The North American Company opened in 
1857-58. It was sold to an English Company, in 1871 for 
$400,000. It was leased last June to Tom Wheeler of La 
Porte. The tunnel is in 4,000 feet. Eighty men are working 
and are being paid $3.50 per day." 
Apr. 12, 1879: "The Pilot Peak Mining Company of 
Hepsidam filed articles of incorporation with the 
Secretary of State, capital $204,000." 

.~, Nov. 27, 1880: "At the Shoo-fly claim, located between 
Hepsidam and Newark, a tunnel was run as early as 

1850." . 
May 13,1882 : "The North American Company, with Miles 
Schofield as Superintendent, has the usual number of 
men at work and is dOing well." 

LETTER OF JAMES H. GALLOWAY: 

The following letter of James H. Galloway, which was 
written from the early mining settlement of Newark in 
Northern Sierra County in 1860, to members of his family 
at Hickory Grove, Jackson County, Iowa, Is entered here 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Margaret Wiltsh ire .. For 
more information about James H Galloway see the in
troductory ~tatement to the section on: "Excerpts from 
the Diary of James H . Galloway" In the Supplement. 

NEWARK, Sierra Co., Cal. 
August 19th, 1860 
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Courtesy: Mrs. Margaret Wi I tsh iOld Sluice Boxes and Buildings at the North America Mine at Hepsidam - Photo about 1913 

Dear Father, Mother, Brothers, and Sisters: 

I believe I have written one or two letters to you sin· 
received one from you, but as I have an hour or twc 
spare time before I go to work I will begin a letter to yo 
suppose you are so busy that you scarce find time 
write. Well I think, Mary, you might find time to w 
when father has not. I have not much to write that wo 
be interesting. I bought a house three weeks ago 
which I paid $175.00. I am living alone. I got it for a gl 
deal less than cost. It has three rooms In it and a wo 
house attached to it. I am working in my claim every da. 
go to work about 4 o'clock in the afternoon and quit at : 
the morning. I have been getting wood for winter the I 
day or two. I cut down an old dead pine that would b 
sight In Iowa. I will get about 8 cords of limbs off of it. 
are piling our dirt up outside at present as we have had 
water to wash for the last two weeks. The last two we' 
that we washed, our dirt paid $8.00 per day to the hanc 
is the same tunnel that I once owned In before, viz., 
New York. The Reading has proved a failure so far but 
last few days it looks more favorable, so they told me 
night. I guess I was fortunate in selling out there but h· 
it will turn out good for if it does I will get $450.00 m 
for my claim that I sold there. I want to get my provisl· 
for the winter, next week if I can. It is very cheap no' 
will give you the list of a few of the leading articles 
costs about $4.00 per week to board at the folio ..... 
price: Flour $4.62 10 $ 5.50; Butter 31 cis . to 45 cis. 
the Firkin; Corn Meal 7 cts.; Sugar 14 to 18; Tea 75 I 



IJ 
to $1 .00; Coffee 20; Lard 20 to 25; Ham 25 to 28; Boston 
Syrup $ 2.50 per gal.; On ions 7 cts . ; Clear Pork 10 to 17 
cts., and so on. Potatoes 4 to 5 cts. All these prices is the 
rate per pound. 

Never since I have been in California has there been a 
time when there has been so many robberys committed as 
there has been in the last two months in this country. It is 
not safe to go ten miles on the road if you have a hundred 
dollars, as you stand a good chance of being relieved of It 
by some of those foot pads. I suppose you are busy 
harvesting now. I hope It will be a good crop. I expect I 
would hardly know that country now, it Is settled up so, 
and the places where I used to hunt for deer and other 
game, is now innabited by dears of another kind. Perhaps 
there is as much sport or more in hunting the latter, as the 
former. 

I have not heard from Uncle James Herzlet since last 
Spring. I wrote to them but never received any answer. 
Have not heard from Galloways or the Cowden boys for 3 
months. The Washoe excitement has died away, scarcely 
ever hear It spoken of. At least this State appears to be 
free from excitement of a general nature with the ex
ception of politics, and out here there is not much sal~ 
even about that there is so many candidates in the field It 
is hard to tell who will be the favored one. I think Douglas 
stands as good a chance as any. 

I wish I could be at home with you all this evening. It is 
here a calm and holy Sabbath evening. All is stili and as I 
sit and write this I feel very home-sick. Oh! how I wish I 
was going instead of this letter, but it Is willed otherwise 
and I must submit. Where Is myoid friend S. C. Wilson? If 
he Is there give him my best respects and tell him I often 
think of him. I have got the letter still that he wrpte to me 
in 1853, also the first one you wrote to me to Kanesville in 
April, 1853, and two or three of dear John's letters. These 
are sacred mementos to me and I have kept a daily Journal 
of wanderings and doings in this State since the first of 
March, 1854, also a Journal of my trip to this State. 

I have filled up this sheet pretty well. Much that I have 
written will perhaps be of little interest to you, but there is 
so little going on in my life out of the regular routine that I 
have not much to make up a letter from. I received a letter 
last week from William. It was dated the 8th of July. He 
says he has not received one from me for a long time. I 
wrote to him I believe it was the 22nd of July. 

Weill will close so good evening to all. 
From your affectionate Brother and Son, 

JAMES GALLOWAY 

John Galloway 

Elizabeth Galloway 

William 

Mary 

Joseph 

Bingham 

George 

Juanita 


WHISKY DIGGINGS 

There is a cemetery at Whisky Diggins which has 
a neat wooden fence, which was built a few years ago, 
at which time the cemetery was cleared and some head
stones, which had fallen or become displaced, were 
restored. Several members of the Schofield family -- a 
pioneer family of the "Over North "country, are buried in 
this cemetery. 

Among the eariy mines of Whisky Diggings and 

Grave with Heavy Old Wooden Fence in the Cemetery 
at Whisky Diggings - Photo 1970 

Irish Rose and Pilot companies. 
A letter from the Whisky Diggings correspondent G. C. 

H. to the Sierra Democrat, which appeared in the Juiy 
13th of 1861 issue of that newspaper, reports some news 
of the town: 

WHISKY DIGGINGS 
July6th,1861 

FRIEND FORBES : 

"Here I have been in the mines for the two weeks and 
have not seen the homely face of a Democrat for that 
length of time. 

"This Whisky is a great place, as you will perhaps 
observe. It derives its name from a nourishing beverage 
greatly in vogue among the ancients. The place is noted 
for its extensive manufactories of grand cash, and the 
people for their love of country and old rye. They take the 
latter undiluted -- acting upon the Colonel's principle of 
reserving the water for mining purposes. 

"Speaking of patroltlsm, we had a glorious time here 
on the Fourth. In the morning we raised the Stars and 
Stripes upon a staff 120 feet high, of Nature's own set
ting, while cannon (of the Downieville pattern) burst 
innumerable pounds of Independence powder and 
patriotic lungs, gave three .tImes three, with a round of 
jollities, and at night a grand ball came off in Smith and 
Company's new hall. 

"The day passed off without a mishap, but last night 
the community was disturbed by the occurence of a sad 
and nearly fatal accident. A young man named Burgess, 
who was having a jolly 5th with some companions, was 
dangerously wounded in the side by the accidental 
discharge of a pistol on the person of a friend with whom 
he was having a friendly scuffle. I believe the Docs do not 
consider the wound necessarily fatal." 

Respectfully yours, G. C. H. 

Following is an item of news from the vicinity of 
Whisky Diggings, which appeared in the Sierra Democrat 
of September 24th of 1859, which, indicates the richness 

J 
viCinity were the Ne Plus Ultra, and the mines of the Wild of many of the bed-rock crevices in the beds of streams: 
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"One pan of dirt taken from a crevice in the claims of 
Scofield (Schofield) and Company on Whisky Creek, 
above Whisky Diggings, on Tuesday of this week, yielded 
the astonishing amount of twenty-four ounces. More 
gravel of the same sort stili remained, and It would not be 
surprising if $ 1 ,000 should be cleaned up from this small 
cavity in the bed-rock. The claims had not paid much for a 
few days previous to working on the bed-rock." 

Whisky Diggings, like Sawpit Flat, though two of the 
smaller of the many settlements of the region, boasted of 
having some of the finest snowshoe racers. In the early 
1860's a young man named Frank Lee of Whisky Diggings,: " was one of the best. In February of 1863 a match race was 
arranged between him and William Metcalf, who had been 
a companion at races held at Onion Valley. Here from the 
M. M. OF February 21st of the year are excerpts of an 
account ·of the race: 
"SNOW SHOE RACE OF THE BIG HILL AT ONION 
VALLEY: .. .. . . .. Poorman's, Hopkin's Forks, Sawplt Flat, 
Richmond Hill, Gibsonville, and Whisky Diggings were 
largely represented at the race ground at an early hour. 
The snow was light, heavy, soft, hard, wet, and dry -- ali 
mixed up together in such a manner that the knowing 
ones were puzzled to get a coat on their shoes that would 
run over the track. .. .... 

"The reputation of Whisky Diggings, and the fame of 
On ion Valley lay heavily on the minds of all. There seemed 
to be but comparatively little outside betting until the very 
last moment. Metcalf fell in a trial trip, early in the day, 
and his friends erltertained a good deal of anxiety about 
his riding his shoes safely.. ... . . Both started hand
somely, making some half dozen strokes with the snow 
shoe poles in a very quick time, that sent them forward 
with great velocity. Young Lee seemed to be leading his 
man in gallant style until they came to the most 
precipitous part of the track, where Metcalf's shoes darted 
by and led the way to the poles, winning the race by about 

,;iJI 

fifteen feet. Time: l1alf a mile : n twenty-five second 
Ailow me to say here that was the time certain; but as 1 
the distance, deponent sayeth not. Many have se 
swifter races, but none claimed to have seen a me 
handsome race. Both contestants struggled nobly for t 
prize, both rode their shoes In splendid style, and 
seemed almost a pity that either should lose the rae 

n . 

Here are a few newspaper Items about Whls 
Diggings which are from issues of the Mounte 
Messenger: 

Oct. 17, 1863 : "Whisky Diggings Is quite dull. Ma 
miners have left for the Reese River country." 

July 27, 1867: "Times are lively now In Whisky Digging: 

June 22,1872: "Mining claims at Whisky Diggings, ot~ 
than the Ne Plus Ultra, are those of The Pilot Compar 
and those of the Wild Irish Rose Company, next to t 
Pilot Company." 

May 31, 1873: "Mr. Cook of Whisky Diggings is engagf 
in building a wagon road to commence at Whisky ar 
extend on an easy grade to the top of the ridge near tt 
sawmill between Howland Flat and the above place.' 

Nov. 1,1873: "The Ne Plus Ultra Mining Company beg. 
work at Whisky Diggings with a capital of $ 48,000." 

In the early 1960's a church group acquired a piece 
propertyadjacently east of Delahunty Lake. They erectf 
several buildings, Including a retreat house and dormlto 
hail, a mess hail, and individual cabins tor it 
mangement and supervisory personnel. The establls 
ment serves as a religious instruction and recreation 
center for the youth of the church and as a retreat faelli 
for min isters of the order. 
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History of La Porte 

Though the town of La Porte is in Plumas County, an 
account of its history is presented in this book, since 
from the time of the formation of Sierra County out of 
Yuba County in April of 1852, until 1866, in which year 
part of the boundary between Sierra and Plumas counties 
was changed, making Slate Creek a part of that boundary, 
La Porte was a town of Sierra County. However, in this 
relating of the history of the town emphasis has been 
placed on the period when it wasa town of Sierra County. 

The reader is referred to a history of La Porte entitled: 
"La Porte Scrapbook" by Helen Webber Gould of La Porte, 
which was published in 1972; to a series of articles in 
Publication NO.6 of 1961 of the Plumas County Historical 
Society; and to another series of articles in Publ ication 
No. 23 of July 24th of 1966 of the same society, for a 
wealth of information about La Porte. 

La Porte, the first name of which settlement was 
'Rabbit Creek", is located on Rabbit Creek at an elevation 
of 4,800 feet, and is the southern part of Plumas County. 
One account of the early naming of the settlement is that 
several miners who were working on a stream, which in a 
few years became known as the West Branch, saw a rabbit 
which was quite l,;nusual in that area, which led them to 
give the name"Rabbit Creek' to the stream which flows by 
the town. 

It is believed that the first gold to be discovered in the 
La Porte area was at the head of Little Grass Valley in the 
Fall of 1850 by Hamilton Wark, h is brother and James 
Murray. Some other accounts of the initial discovery of 
gold indicate the year was 1851. 

Among the earliest of arrivals at the beginning set
tlement was part of the party of a large emigrant wagon 
train which had left St. Joseph, among whom was John 
La Salle, who it is said, was with James Beckwourth 
earlier when the low pass over the Sierras, which became 
known as Beckwourth Pass at the northeastern end of 
S!erra Valley, was discovered. After crossing the Humbolt 
Sink, east of Reno, Nevada, the party divided, some 
continuing on to Donner Lake, others proceeding over 
Henness Pass, and a third group, of which La Salle was a 
member, went through Beckwourth's Pass and down the 
headwaters of the Feather River, ascended the mountains 
to pass by the location of where the town of Johnsville 
was to be founded in a few years, and up and along 

ridges, past the soon-to-be-founded settlement of 
Gibsonvillel and on to Rabbit Creek. The party arrived at 
Rabbit CreeK in November. 

By 1852, mining in its several forms of drift mining, 
hydraullcking, ground sluicing and the work of extracting 
gold from the gravels of the beds of creeks, was well 
underway. By the middle 1850's three major ditches of the 
La Porte area had been completed which provided water 
for extensive hydraulicking and ground sluicing 
operations. Siller's Ditch was completed in either 1851 or 
1852; Foster's Ditch in 1852; and one of the greatest of 
the early ditches to supply water to the diggings of La 
Porte and vicinity --- the Martindale Ditch --- which waS 
later to become known as the Geeslin Ditch, was com
pleted in 1855. This latter ditch furnished about 1,200 
miners' inches of water, the cost at first being one dollar 
per inch per day, which was later reduced to 50 cents per 
inch per day. Construction of a flume, known as the 
Rabbit Creek Flume, which brought water to some of the 
mines of the La Porte area, was begun in the summer of 
1857 by William Reed and J. M. Barry, and at that time a 
(housand feet of the flume was completed. Reed, Un
derhill, Bourom and Barry continued the flume another 
1,850 feet and also built a branch flume of 1,000 feet up 
the East Branch. The flume was 6 feet wide and the 
branch flume 4112 feet. By 1860 there were four ditches 
bringing water to the diggings of La PQrte and vicinity--
the Yankee Hill Ditch, the Feather River Ditch, the Mar
tindale Ditch, and the John C. Fall Ditch, together sup
plying sufficient water for 185 sluice heads. 

In 1852 some miners of the vicinity of Rabbit Creek 
formed a Stock Company for the purpose of conveying the 
water of the creek to a placer claim known as Flemming's 
Diggings. Following are the regulations of this Company: 

"Whereas the Undersigned have this day associated 
themselves together for the purpose of conveying the 
water of Rabbit Creek to a place called Flemming's 
diggings beyond the right bank of said Creek, it is 
therefore resolved that we adopt the following rules and 
regulations as the laws of our organization: 

1st: The Capital Stock of said Company shall consist of 
the sum of three thousand two hundred dollars which 
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La Porte Looking East 

shall be divided into eight shares of four hundred dollars 
each. 

2 nd: Each member shall furnish in money or labor his 
equal proportion of the expenditures of the Company from 
day to day and from time to time according to the 
determinations of the Company. 

3 rd: The Officers of this Company shall consist of a 
President, Secretary and Treasurer who shall be elected 
quarterly and shall be removable at the pleasure by a two 
third vote of the Company. 

4 th: It shall be the duty of the President to preside and 
maintain order at each meeting, which meeting may be 
called at the request of any two members of the Company. 

5 th: It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep and 
preserve a true record of the proceedings of the Company 
and notify each member of the Stated meetings of the 
Company . 

6 th: It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to safely keep 
and disburse the funds of the Company according to its 
direction and he may be called upon to report by any 
member. 

7 th: No member shall sell, transfer, or dispose of his 
stock or any part thereof without first consulting the 
Company to whom he shall give the refusal of purchase. 

8 th: This Company shall not consist of more than eight 
members who will be constituted share-holders by 
subscribing to these articles. 
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9 th: Th is Constitution may at any time be altered 
amended by a vote of two thirds of the Company. " 

SPANISH FLAl 
June 12th, 185: 

NAMES: 
F. M. Barnes James Samolle 
Daniel I. Berry James Martin 
Jacob Vandeement R. H. Rose 
JaCOb Gregg 

Supplemental clause to the above water privilegE 
Article 10: This Company shall be known by the na 

and style of the Illinois Canal Company." 

EARLY MINES: 

Among the earliest of the mining claims of Rabbit Cr 
and vicinity were those of the Wisconsin Company, w~ 
it is thought, was operating in 1851, and those of Harri 
and Company, Hillard and Company, O'Hara and 0 
pany, Hockett and Company, Brown and Comp~ 
Hudson and Company, and Wagoner and COIT'F)any, 
the West Branch; and Newton and Company and E 
Smith and Company on the East Branch, all In 1852. 

An article in the Sierra Citizen of June 3 rd of 1; 
gives the following report of the weekly productlol 
several of the mines of Rabbit Creek: Dolley and C 
pany, 4 hands, 18V2ozs; Ruttlerford, 4 hands, 11 % ( 
Richardson and Company, 5 hands, 24 'Yo ozs; C 
Peterson and Company, 5 hands, 4 % ozs; J. M . Pen 
hands, 24 % ozs; Miller and Company, 4 hands, 31 ' 
Medior and Company , 2 hands, 19 1/.j ozs; Taylor anc 



these places. And, of course, there were the mines of the 
early 1850's, about which the many settiements of the 
"Over North" country developed, which were only a few 
miles from Rabbit Creek or La Porte. 

The following news about mining at Secret Diggings 

,
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I Old Hydraulic Diggings at Northeast End of La Porte - Photo 1976 

I Candless, 100 ozs, $ 2,500; D. Fredance and Company, 40 
ozs; and Coulter, Lester and Company, $ 735. 

I Coincident with early mining at Rabbit Creek there 
was intensive mining going on at the following diggings 
in the vicinity: Spanish Flat, Secret Diggings and Bar
nard's Diggings, and at the following places more 
distant : Warren Hill, Richmond Hill, Sawplt Flat, NelsonI ~ 

1
Creek , Poorman's Creek, and Yankee Hill. The reader is 
referred to the Maps in this volume for the location of 
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appeared in the April 21 st of 1860 Issue of the Sierra 
Democrat, the article being quoted in an issue of the 
Mountain Messenger: "The Pioneer Company cleaned up 
last week after eight days running, and realized $ 1,100. 
The English boys on Illinois Ridge, took out upwards of $ 
1,300, the result of seven days piping. This is doing well 
when we consider that the ground washed was almost 
entirely top dirt. Right glad the companies in that district 
are making so fine a start this season ." 

EARLY BUILDINGS AND BUSINESSES: 

It is believed that the first substantial structure to be 
constructed at Rabbit Creek was the Rabbit Creek House, 
which was erected by Eli S. Lester In the Fall of 1852. The 
earliest building of the vicinity of Rabbit Creek, it ap
pears, was the Lexington House, which was located a
bout 2 miles south of Rabbit Creek and which was built In 
1851. In 1853 Lester and Mortimer Cook had stores. In the 
Spring of 1854 more buildings were erected, among them 
being butcher shops of A. Lefever and Thomas Tregaskls, 
a blacksmith shop of J. W. Perry, dwellings of Thomas 
Tregaskis, Allen, Ball and Henry Smith; a tin shop of 
Davis and Smith; express office of Everts, Davis, and 
Company; and a sawmill of Rigby and Company. In 1855 
more buildings were constructed, including the Hotel de 
France of Madame Cayot, Murray's the Kltt Hotel, a 
brewery and hotel of Jacob Peters, the EI Dorado Saloon 
of V. Bona, and the Bowling Alley of Dan Daley and 

-.-:::.- . 

Courtesy: 

California State Library 
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Company. In that year also Mr. Cook, Mr. Loeb, and Fuller 
and Buell had general merchandise stores and there was a 
community meeting place named American Hall. In 1856, 
Fuller and Buell built a brick store which was the first 
brick building to be erected In Rabbit Creek and one of the 

Jl .earllest of the entire county, and in the same year John 
Conly began a banking business. In 1854 a Postofflce was 
established with Ell Lester as the first Postmaster. In

' T 1855, Frank Everts, who was operating a mule express
Jl train, began a general banking business. In 1855, a 

newspaper, which had Its first appearance In Gibsonville 
on November 19th of 1853 as the Gibsonville Trumpet, 

, t' though also referred to as the Herald because It was 
printed at the place of business of the Marysville Herald In 
that city, was sold, and. the location of Its publication 
became La Porte. Prlorto Its removal to La Porte the name 
of the paper I n May of 1854 was changed to The Mountain 
Messenger. This newspaper, which Is the oldest weekly 
newspaper of continous publication of California, being 
now in its 123 rd (as of 1976) yearof eXistence, was moved 
from La Porte to Downieville in March of 1864, with the 
first issue in its new home being that of April 2nd. The 
reader Is referred to the author's first book of this series of 
volumes on the history of Sierra County entitled: 
"DOWNIEVILLE, GOLD TOWN ON THE YUBA" for more 
information about the history of The Messenger, and to an 
article by B. W. Barnes which appeared in the May 20th of 
1893 issue of the Mountain Messenger, and which Is 
entered as a Footnote to this history of La Porte. 

Here from the Sierra Citizen of May 20th of 1854, Is an 
advertisement by E. S. Lester and Company for the sale of 
The Rabbit Creek House. It is worth entering In its en
tirety. 

FOR SALE: THE RABBIT CREEK HOUSE 

"The proprietors being about to return to the Atlantic 
States, offer at private sale, forcash, the hotel and trading 
establishment known as the Rabbit Creek House, situated 
on the wagon road leading from Marysville to Gibsonville 
and the City of Seventy-Six, at the paint where the trails 
leading from St. Louis, Chandlerville, Pine Grove, Port 
Wine, Craig's Flat, and Eureka intersect the main road. 

"The location for either a Hotel or Miners' Store is 
unsurpassed, situated as it is in one of the best mining 
districts in the State, within less than a mile from Spanish 
Flat and Warren Hill. In addition to the ordinary Hotel 
fixtures, the proprietor has on hand a large stock of goods 
suitable for the Mining Trade, which will, be sold either 
with the hotel or separately. 

"There are on the premises two excellent barns, one 70 
by 20 feet and the other 60 x 18, with floors overhead and 
about five tons of good hay; alsa five thousand pounds of 
barley on hand . 

"To a person of active business habits and well 
.---'. 

acquainted with the business of hotel keeping and trading 
in the mines, no better opportunity can be offered in the 
mountains; and to any such desirous of purchasing, the 
proprietors will take pleasure in exhibiting the income of 
the establishment forthe last two years. In addition to the 
patronage of the traveling community, the house is well 
sustained by the miners in the immediate neighborhood, 
who prefer to purchase their supplies there. No better 
location for a permanent and lucrative business can be 
found, where all the advantages of a wayside hotel and a 
miners' store can be combined. 

"The proprietors are desirous of disposing of the above 
property for n a other reason than that they are determined 
to leave the State. The house Is in good repute and dOing 
a better business than ever before, and the purchaser will 

find it in good order, well stocked and well patroniZE 
"All persons indebted to the subscribers will plea 

make Immediate payment, and all persons having clair 
against the establishment will please present them, 
they are ready to settle all claims whenever presente, 

E. S. LESTER AND COMPAr 

Rabbit Creek, Mary 18, 1854 

In 1862 Mullen and Topping had a livery stable In 
Porte. Mc Math was the proprietor of a fresh produce IIr 
bringing fruit from the Marysville area to La Porte and w 
towns, and Mr. Nelson had his fire-proof store In La POI 
for sale. 

The reader will find the names of many of the ottl 
businesses of La Porte in the section on: Eal 
Businesses in the Chapter on: A General Introduction 
the History of Northern Sierra County. 

Charles W. Hendel and Home at La Porte - Early 1900's 

Courtesy : California State Library 

THE HANGING OF MODECAI HARLOW IN SLI 
CANYON NEAR DOWNIEVILLE IN 1856 

Mordecai Harlow, who had murdered a man nam 
Smith in La Porte on October 12 th of 1854, was hanged 
Slug Canyon, a car.yon and creek which has Its mouth 
the North Yuba River half a mile west of Downieville, 
year and a half later. 
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The account is that Harlow had been meeting secretly 
with the wife of Smith, and that on the occasion of Harlow 
and Smith cutting trees In the woods the former"spllt the 
head of the latter open with an axe." Harlow escaped to 
Oregon where he remained undiscovered for over a year. 
He returned to Sierra County, thinking himself safe, but 
he was soon apprehended. He was brought before Judge 
Niles Searles of the District Court at Downieville on 
February 12, 1856, being defended by Att. William S. 
Spear, an early and prominent attorney of Downieville. 
The trial took only one day and the verdict of guilty was 
brought in by the jury. A sentence of death was 
pronounced by Judge Searles on February 27 th, and the 
date of execution was set for the 18th of April .. 

The defense had based its case on the alleged Insanity 
of the prisoner. Doctors Cyrus D. Aiken and Dr. Carr had 
earlier made an examination and found symptoms which 
tended toward such a belief. The feeling against Harlow 
was so strong, however, that It tended to the Jury having 
no difficulty In reaching a verdict of guilty. 

The execution was carried out by Sheriff William J. 
Ford in Slug Canyon on the day set, In the presence of a 
great number of people who gathered on the hillsides. It Is 
said that the execution was not carried out with dispatch, 
as at the drop, the rope stretched sufficiently to permit 
Harlow's feet to touch the ground. Several men at once 
took hold of the repe and raised the man to a higher 
poSition, and death came in a short time. 

RE-NAMING THE TOWN: 

There was a general early dissatisfaction with "Rabbit 
Creek"as the name of the town, and so In 1857, principally 

through the efforts of Frank Everts, who was one of the 
most active and public-spirited men of the community, It 
was agreed to change the name to "La Porte" In honor of 
Evert's home town In Indiana. 

WATER SYSTM: 

In 1858, B. W. Barnes completed the work of the 
construction of a domestic and fire-protection water 
system for La Porte, bringing the water from a big spring 
on La Porte Bald Mountain about a mile northwest of the 
town in wooden pipes. (21) It Is of Interest to note that part 
of the water for present La Porte comes from this same 
spring, only now a 10,000 gallon redwood tank has been 
erected on Bald Mountain to serve as a more adequate 
reserve. This supply !S currently being supplemented by 
the water from another spring on Lexington HIli on which 
there is another 10,000 gallon redwood tank. The two 
springs together have a flow of about forty gallons per 
minute, and the water is brought to La Porte In a four-Inch 
plastic pipe with a pressure of eighty pounds per square 
inch. 

GREAT FIRES OF 1855 AND 1861: 

A terrible fire destroyed the entire business section of 
La Porte in 1855 with a loss estimated at about .$150,000
-- an extremely great dollar-loss In those times. The town 
quickly rebuilt and by 1858 there were thirteen fire-proof 
structures. 

On July 27th of 1861, La Porte suffered its second 
disastrous fire with about three-fourths of the town being 
burned. The ioss was estimated at $160,000. An account 
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Ruins of Old General Store of La Porte - Photo: 1976 

of the fire stated: "About 3 o'clock in the morning of the 
27th - a fire was discovered in the rear of the Pinkard 
building in La Porte, Sierra County. The cause Is sup
posed to have been the burning out of a candle on a 
kitchen table. The flames spread until the whole business 
portion of the town, excepting two buildings, was 
destroyed. Arnold and Company's fire-proof store, and 
Gordon and Tranor's escaped. No air was stirring and

! dwelling houses were saved. The loss is estimated at $j 166,000. We regret to enumerate in the list of heavy lo-sses 
our friends, Dewey and Byrne, (22) publishers of the 
Mountain Messenger." 

According to a listing of the losses in this great fire, in 
which the entire business section was destroyed except 
for two buildings, there were the following businesses In 
the town at that time: John Canney's Saloon; J. C. 

I Aubertee's Jewelry Shop; S. Dockery's Liquor and
J Tobacco Store; Vaughn and De Master's Livery Stable; N. 

B. Dover's Saloon; A Nelson's Wagon Shop; R. C. Logan, 
Lawyer; H Barman's General Merchandise Store ; Drake 
and Marble's Drug Store; The Mountain Messenger, 
Dewey and Byrne, Editors and Publishers; the Water
Works of B. W. Barnes; G. W. Shultz, Lawyer; Hill and 
Parvin's Restaurant; Carter and Spoor's Stationery Store; 
F. Auerbach's General Mdse. Store; B. F. Horn's Tin
smith Shop; General Mdse. Store of A. Stifle; E. Cohn's 
General Mdse. Store; D. Bailey's Saddle Shop ; Rooker 
and Davis's Butcher Shop; the Butcher Shop of Jacob and 
Newman; Howell and Waite's Blacksmith Shop; George 
Seeley's Butcher Shop; V. Bond's EI Dorado Saloon with 
billiard tables, jewelry, etc.; T. H. Merry, Lawyer; the 
Union Hotel of Crew and Wetherbee; General Mdse. Store 
of R. Tregaskis; Sylvanus Arnold's Mdse and Tin Shop; 
Liquor Store of Thomas Kinney; Ease and Scott's Saloon; 
Wheeler and Allen's General Mdse Store; Express Office 
of Everts, Wilson, and Company; Adler and Bros. General 
Mdse Store; Lavenberg and Company's General Mdse 
Store; John Miller's Shoemaker's Shop; R. Williams, 
Jeweler; Louis Fiduance's Saloon; the Office and Agent 
for the California Stage Company; Dr. Call's Drug Store; 
Madame Cayo.t's French Hotel; Mr. Cajoux's French 

Restaurant; C. Lerch's Billard Saloon; H. Buckle) 
Saloon; J . Baron's General Mdse. Store, and sevel 
Chinese Stores. 

However, the town made a quick recovery from th 
great fire loss, so that by the late Summer of 1862 most 
the buildings had been rebuilt. It is said that at this tin 
(1862) La Porte had sixteen stores, three hotels, a bowlir 
alley, fourteen saloons, two livery stabies, two lodge hal 
(a Masonic and an I. O. O. F .), and Catholic and Methodl 
churches. Dr. H. G. Drake had a drug store, and the M. t 
of 2-28-63 re\:>orted rather humorously that: "Jim Blair, 
Dr. Drake's Drug Store in La Porte, is manufacturing; 
article which the boys say is "greased lightening" ( 
snowshoes." 

DULL TIMES: 

As was the case with all the mining towns who 
economy was prinCipally based upon hydrau, 
operations, activity drastically declined, or entire 
ceased , from the late summer (or earlier) through t. 
winter because of lack of water. But with the coming 
spring and the renewal of water from the melting snol 
mining was again restored to full activity. The followlr 
items from issues of the Mountain Messenger speak 
this conditiOn: 
M. M. 10-25-62: "La Porte is excruciatingly dUll." 
M. M. 12-20-62: "Times are dull at La Porte as is true 
most of the country 
M. M. 5-2-63: " All is activity and bustle at La Porte." 
M. M. 3-12-64: NO WATER YET : "The miners around I 
Porte-nave about given up all hopes- of being able to ( 
anything in hydrauliC mining this season . Claims at th 
place are mostly hydraulic diggings and require larl 
heads of water to run the gravel off, and are as rich as ar 
in tfle country. Most of the mines in the different towns , 
this County are tunnel claims, and have the advanta{ 
over our locality, as they do not require as much water' 
wash their dirt. From all accounts, most companies hal 
got through washing for this season, and with goe 
results ... 

And the Sierra Democrat of 8-1-63 recorded: " There 
a report of dull times at Howland Flat, Port Wine, and l 
Porte. The miners had short water season ." 

EXODUSES: 

During the severa~ years of the period of the late 1850 
into the early 1860's, the discovery of prospects of gol 
and sliver in other parts of the country, led to an al 
preciable number of the miners and some business me 
of Sierra County leaving for the new fields. 

In 1858 reports of rich strikes of gold in the Frase 
River coun.try of Canada lured some away. In 1862 som 

left to work in the mines of the Washoe country at an 
near Virginia City when fabulous prospects of sliver an 
gold (mainly the former) were reported. The followln 
article from the Mountain Messenger of July 19 th of thl 
year speaks of the interest in the Washoe mines: "GOO 
FOR WASHOE: Several of our citizens are in possessio 
of mining ciaims in Nevada Territory, which hall 
recentiy been reported of great value. Capt. A. N. Smitt 
H. B. Holland, and Van Bunchoten OWl) a large number ( 
feet in the Hirst and Meredith Company in Cedar HII 
They have just struck into casing, which is a sure ir 
dication that they will be on the ledge in a few days. Tt' 
Sacramento Company, adjoining on the same ledge, ha~ 
struck fine gold-bearing rock of honey-comb appearancI 
which will pay $ 1 ,000 to the ton. Our friend, J . Baron, • 
fortunately interested in this ground, which Is valued at 
400 per foot. George Wolters, of Secret Diggings, an 
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Group of Men at Card Table in Some Town of Northern Sierra County or in La Porte - 1890's Courtesy: Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

John Sterrett, formerly of the same place, are 
stockholders In claims which are said to be very rich. Mr. 
Holland, who has recently returned from Virginia City In 
company with Capt. Smith, over the Jamison route, 
reports times lively .at Washoe, and business in a· healthy 
condition. Money readily commands an astonishingly 
high rate of interest, 10 and 15 per cent per month being 
paid in some instances. W. F. Myers, a predecessor of 
ours in the Messenger Office , In company with Dagget of 
San Francisco, (another print) is keeping a Real Estate 
and Intelligence Office, and transacting a good business. 
Warren also holds large interests In several claims, which 
are undoubtedly auriferous. We rejoice that so many of 
our friends are In good luck." 

In 1862, also, a significant number from Slerra.County 
were drawn to the newly-discovered sliver mines of the 
Reese River country of the Territory of Nevada at Austin, 
and in the Summer of 1862 some left when reports came 
of gold being discovered In the region of the Boise River 
in Idaho. The M. M. of 7-4-62 has the following to say 
about this last exodus. "FOR BOISE RIVER: The Boise 
River fever appears to be raging here (La Porte) as well as 
in the lower cities. Messrs. H. Meredith, H. W . Fink, C. 
W. Greeley, W. C. Hllands, (?) Helm, R. Robinson and S. 
Newso, left La Rorte last Wednesday morning for the 
Boise River mines. The majority of these men have 
resided in our town for several years . Whatever reports 
they may send from the new mines will be relied upon by 
our citizens ." 

There were stili some leaving the mines of Northern 
Sierra County for the Boise River Mines in 1864 as the 
following article from the M. M. of April 27 th of that year, 
which was submitted to that newspaper by a 

correspondent from Howland Flat, relates: "M ESSRS. 
Editors : Enclosed I send you an advertisement of the 
Union Company. The Boise River Mines are taking away 
so many old timers from this neighborhood, that the want 
of experienced hands Is severly felt by all the companies 
working in wet ground, for which reason they have raised 
the wages to $4.50 per day. The yield of all the claims In 
operation around here is very satisfactory; the shipments 
of dust, even after all the old dirt has been washed up, 
amount to over $45,000 every steamer day. 

"The lumber for a capacious schoolhouse (Howland 
Flat) is expected on the ground within a few days, when 
the carpenters w i ll Immediately commence work upon it." 

Yours, etc. 
J. C . 

FOREIGN MINERS' TAX: 

Miners, who were not natives of our country, or who 
had not become naturalized citizens, were subject to the 
payment of a tax. The tax applied not only to those 
engaged in mining, but to other pursuits as well, as the 
following article in the news from Port Wine, which ap
peared in the M. M. of May 12 th of 1864, attests. 
"HURDlES AND CHINAMEN: We trust that the Con
stables and Collectors will be charged by the Board of 
Supervisors th is year to fulfil the law In regard to these 
two classes of persons. Chinamen engaged as cooks, or 
following any occupation beside mining are liable for the 
foreign tax the same as if mining during their stay in the 
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mining counties, and should be made to pay it. In fact, 
they are t belter able to pay than those who sport the pick. 
The hurdy law for some unexplained reason has been very 
loosely enforced. It is time these things were seen to." 

L 

L This foreign miners' tax was in effect in the early 
1850's. It was customary for a deputy or helper of the 
County Assessor's Office to assist in the collection of the 
tax by visiting the mines where fore igners were working 
claimed ground . An account is given in an early 
newspaper of the county of an instance of such collec
tion, but not, however, by authorized assistant or 
deputies of the Assessor's Office. The event occured at 
some of the mines of the Downieville area when two or 

. three In·dians --- having noticed the manner in which the 
tax was being collected ---- represented themselves as 
official tax collectors, and collected the tax monies from 
several foreign miners and used it for their own needs . 

QUARTZ MINING: 

As has been indicated in other books of this series on 
the history of Sierra County, in those sections dealing 
with the character of the general history of mining in the 
county, by the iate 1850's , interest In quartz-ledge, or lode 
mining, had become much more significant ---- one 
reason being the fact that the production of gold from the 
gravels of rivers and creeks and their bars, and the low 
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Bridge Across Slate Creek 	between La Porte and Port Wine 
Photo 1976 

benches of gravel along them, had greatly , in many cases, 
declined ---- it requiring only a few years for these gravels 
to be thoroughly worked. 

This shift in relative emphasis from placer to lode 
mining --- (but it is erroneous to think that placer mining 
went into a long and material decline, for it remained a 
fact that for many more years that the greater fraction of 
the total production of gold of California came from 
placer mines) ---- was of lesser consequence in the mining 
region of Northern Sierra County than in any of the other 
mining regions of the county, simply because there were 
fewer ledges of consequence discovered and developed in 
this area than, for example , in the southern part of the 

county at Alleghany 	and vicinity. 
Here from the M. M. of April 27 th of 1864, in the new, 

from La Porte, is a reference to interests in quartz: "Th, 
quartz interests here seems not a Jot abated , and th, 
'bears' and 'bulls' of the stock market make quite a shov 
on the street, at the usual hours of the day. We have seel 
fine prospects from the ledge in question, and ar, 
satisfied for ourself there is no 'wildcat' about it, anI 
when worked, the dividends are certain to follo~ 
assessments. Despite the prospects of the season 
considerable life and improvement is noticeable abou 
town . New fences are being extended in front of thl 
houses on the 'Ridge' , which add greatly to the ap 
pearance in that part of the town. McCrery is fitting up hi: 
house as if he meant to stay , and other places on batt 
sides of the street, are being laid out with garden walk: 
and shrubbery, so essential to the appearance of comfor 
of a cottage home. John Johnson is buidling a nice housf 
near Dr. Drake's iate residence, now occupied by Mr 
Waite." 

FREIGHTING, STAGING, AND ROADS: 

Among those in the 1850's and 1860's who were thl 
proprietors of animal freight and passenger trains, anI 
who had mail contracts serving the towns of Northerr 
Sierra County, were the following: In 1853, F. Rumrill am 
Company operated an animal train service named thl 
Northern Express from Marysville to the towns of Nor 
them Sisrra County, and to towns on the North Yub< 
River, i.e., Goodyears Bar and Downieville . ln1854,Adam~ 
and Company's Express had a daily mule express froIT 
Marysville to all portions of the Northern Mines. By 185f 
the California Stage Company was operating a twice· 
weekry stage line between Marysville and Rabbit Creek vic 
Oregon House, Indiana Ranch and Strawberry Valley, anc 
in 1858 the t rip was made daily. By 1858 and in thE 
1860's, Doc Brewster was the proprietor of an animal 
saddle passenger train between Quincy and La Porte . In 
the Summer of 1862 he erected a stable on the site of the 
old Rabbit Creek House. During the winter sleighs were 
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Horses Wearing Snowshoes - Building was Rosenberg's and Jones' 
General Store in La Porte - Photo 1890's 

Courtesy: Mrs. Sophi e Lassiat Hill 

employed when the weather permitted. The following iterr 
of news about a newly-contrived brake for sleighs of Dr 
Brewster is from the M. M . of 3-14-63: "SLEIGH BRAKE: 
Dr. Brewster has an ingen iously constructed brake upor 
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Church Street in la Porte - About 1910 Courtesy : Mrs. Ruth Broughton and The Museum at Downievil le 

the sleigh running between La Porte and Columbus 
House. By means of the brake the sleigh can run down the 
steep and slippery hills of this region with comparative 
safety. Messrs. Vaite and Howell manufactured this 
valuable improvement; and if the junior partner of that 
firm never happens to make a worse 'break' than the one 
alluded to, he may consider himself a fortunate young 
man." In 1858, W. E. Shelton brought into La Porte with 
his six-mule team at one load, ten thousand one hundred 
and forty-two pounds of freight: By the year above there 
was a daily animal express operating between La Porte, 
Gibsonville, Onion Valley and Nelson's Point, and also a 
passenger and mail animal train from La Porte to 
American Valley via Gibsonville and Onion Valley. Everts, 
Snell, and Company were the proprietors of a mule and 
horse daily express from Marysville to Gibsonville and 
places of the Feather River region as early as 1853-54. 
Everts, Wilson and Company In the late 1850's and into 
the 1860's was operating a daily express train named the 
Mountain Express between Marysville and La Porte. In 
July of 1862, Mr. Chapman, of the Easterbrook stables of 
Downieville, began his contract of carrying the mail 
between Downieville and La Porte, leaving Downieville on 
Tuesdays and Fridays and return ing Wednesdays and 
Saturdays . In 1863, Capt. E. J. Rossiter was the proprietor 
of a freight service operating between Marysville and La 
Porte in connection with Jacob Miner's Pioneer Freight 
Line, which latter line daily served several of the towns of 
Northern Sierra County . He had eight mule teams. 
Rossiter was Miner's agent in Sierra and Plumas counties . 
In the early 1860's, Vaughn and Bryant operated a saddle 
passenger train between Downieville and Port Wine via 
Eurekn and Morristown. Jesus Bustillos of the pioneer 
and prominent family of La Porte, was among the earliest 
of the freight packers, delivering goods to the towns of 

Northern Sierra, employing as many as a hundred 
animals . In later years members of the Bustillos family, 
including Albino, Michael, Joseph, and Arcadio, were 
teamsters of Northern Sierra and Yuba County. 

Stage accidents occured, but not with the frequency 
one would be inclined to expect when considering the 
nature of the early roads traveled, mainly because the men 
'handling the reins' were exceedingly expert, and the 
horses or mules well trained. Here from the Mountain 
Messenger of June 20th of 1863 Is an account of an 
accident to the stage on the route between La Porte and 
Gibsonville : "STAGE ACCIDENT: The stage running 
between this place (La Porte) and Gibsonville was upset 
last Wednesday morning, while descending the steep hill 
in the vicinity of the latter town. It appears the horses 
began to run, and while passing a dangerous sideling 
place in the road the stage was completely tipped over. 
The fore wheels were smashed, and the horses continued 
on the run , while the driver, Ned Bryant, held on to the 
reins, and tried to stop their progress. While endeavoring 
to do so he fell under the axle and had an ankle sprained, 
besides being severely bruised In the side. There were 
several passengers, all of whom were more or less 
bruised, but none injured severely. The stage was badly 
smashed. Mr. Bryant was immediately brought home to 
this town (La Porte), and is receiving every care and at
tention, which will probably accelerate his speedy 
recovery ." 

Following are the charges in the early 1860's for 
passengers and freight to various places on the route from 
Marysville to La Porte, and from Marysville to towns on 
the North Yuba River. Fares to several of the towns were 
omitted in the listing which is from an early newspaper : 
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TABLE OF DISTANCES, FARES, AND FREIGHTS 

MARYSVILLE TO LA PORTE: 

STATIONS DISTANCE FARE FREIGHT 
Oroville via 28 miles $2.00 

Northern Railroad By Team, 
Forbestown 48 $15 per ton 
Clipper Mills 56 
Strawberry Valley 60 
Eagleville 62 
La Porte 74 $10.00 

Connect at La Porte with stages for Gibsonville. 
Clipper Mills is situated near the eastern edge of Butte 
County, within one quarter of a mile of the Yuba County 
line, and in one of the best sugar-pine sections of the 
State from which large quantities of clear lumber are 
made for the San Francisco marnet." 

MARYSVILLE TO DOWNIEVILLE: 
Distance Fare Freight 

Brown's Valley 12 miles $1 .00 Express , 2 cents 
per pound 

Foster's Bar 36 6 cents per pound 
Camptonville 41 $5.00 9 cents per pound 
Goodyears Bar 57 $9.00 10 cents per pound 
Downieville 62 $10.00 

.. 
ROADS: 

By 1863 a wagon road had been completed connecting 
La Porte with Marysville and In the same year the con
struct/on of a road between La Porte and St. Louis was 
completed. In 1871 a road connecting La Porte with Port 

La Porte in 1911 

Wine was bui It. In the summer of 1862 a new bridge a 
Rabbit Creek at La Porte was constructed . It was 280 f 
in length and was erected by J .A . Rigby at a cost 
$1,500. 

(The reader Is referred to the section on : ROADS in 
Chapter on : A General Introduction to the History of 
Early Mining Settlements of Northern Sierra County, c 
to the Supplement for information about other roads 
the region.) 

LODGES, CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, MILITARY CO 
PANIES, AND UNION LEAGUE: 
LODGES: Pilot Peak Lodge, I.O .O.F., was Instituted 
La Po(te on November 10th of 1859, the proceedin 
being conducted by Right Worthy Grand Warden T 
Kibbe of Downieville . Alturas Lodge No. 80 of 
I.O.O.F. was organized on December 8th of 1858. In J 
of 1862, the following were installed as officers of tl 
lodge at La Porte: Robert Carter N.G.; H.B. Hollar 
V.G.; James M. Daughters, Sec'y; A.H. Chew, Trea 
Trustees: G. Underhill, H.B. Holland and C. Lowry. A 
meeting in April of 1863 of Alturas Lodge, which was hi 
at their lodge hall in La Porte, the following Past Gra 
Masters were elected representatives to attend the n 
session of the Grand Lodge which was to be held at 0 
Fellows Hall in San Francisco : H.G. O. Drake, B. 
Barnes, W.S. Byrne, J.M. Daughters, F.D. Everts, A 
Dewey and T.J. Demasters . The lodge functioned ur 
1938. 

Jefferson Lodge No. 97, F . and A.M. was Instltul 
on May 8th of 1856. At a meeting of this Masonic Lod 
held alThair hall In La Porte on December 17th of 1862, 1 
following were elected officers for the ensuing year: J 
Weber) W.M. ; J.D. Reed, S.w.; M.G. Hili, J .W.; r 
Holland, T; G. Underhill, S. ; L.G. Wilson and 
Brobbin, Stewards; H.V. Kimberlin, M; and · 
Meredith, T. 

Cou rtesy: Mrs. Margaret Wiltsh ire 
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Arrival of Group from Downieville at La Porte in 1905; September 9th - Left to Right: Evan Kelly, Mrs. J.B. Lassiat, Frank Mora, Mrs. Henry 
Spaulding, Mayme Dugan, Adolph Sheehan, Nettie Costa, Josie Groh. 

Courtesy : Mrs. Sophie Lassiat Hill 

Bridge Across Rabbitt Creek at La Porte - 1910 Courtesy : Mrs. Ruth Broughton and the Museum at Downieville 

121 




. 

i 
, 
. 

l 

i 
: 
' 
: 

. 

. 

' 
; 

L 

.... ,.. ' 

CHURCHES: 

L 
In November of 1862, Father Bernard Morris In behalf 

of Bishop O'Connel of Marysville, purchased a house and 
lot In La Porte which was altered and Improvements made 
for It to become a Catholic Church. In the spring of the 
following year plans were underway to erect a new 
church, and bids were advertised for In April, and work of 
construction was completed In August. The new church 
was dedicated on September 6th by the Rev. Bishop 
O'Connel. 

There were missionary Methodist-Episcopal Church 
services for some of the settlements of Northern Sierra 
County beginning in the fall of 1857 when the area was a 
part of the Marysville District of that church , the first 
minister being Galen A. Pierce. 

(The reader is referred to the author's first volume of 
this series of books on the history of Sierra County, 
entitled: "DOWNIEVILLE, GOLD TOWN ON THE YUBA", 
and to the Chapter of this volume on: A General In
troduction to the History of the Early Mining Settlements 
of Northern Sierra County" for more information about the 
history of churches in that region of the county. 

:,. SCHOOLS: 
" 

Though the author did not in his research learn of the 
exact nature of the formal education of the children of La 
Porte in its earliest years, it Is to be readily inferred that 
prior to the establishment of a public school In the town, 
schooling was of a private school nature, as was the case" 
in most of the towns of Sierra County. The Mountain 
Messengers of February 7th and 21 st of 1863! speak of Mr. Clark the "very able teacher" of La Porte ' " L closing school for a regular vacation, the trustees, one of 
whom was Dr. H.G .O. Drake, having agreed that there 
should be two months vacation each year and that the 
months should be February and March, which months 

,
'

had proved to be those of greatest storms and mos 
severe weather and which hence presented the greates 
problems in children getting to school. However, on thi 
particular occasion, school was reconvened after only 
vacation of two weeks . 

Two articles in the M.M. of June 20th of 1863 speak c 
the dilapidated condition of the La Porte schoolhouse 
"EDITOR MESSENGER : On passing our La Porte schoc 
house a few days since, I was very agreeably surprised V 
see, through the open door, the room so well filled wit 
busy little girls and boys. On taking a second iook at th 
building, I must call it a shanty, for to call it house woul 
be a misnomer. I was disagreeably surprised ani 
ashamed to think that this rich mining town should ap 
pear to place so Iowan estimate on the generatio 
growing up around us, as to huddle them together in tha 
Iittle, rickety, uncomfortable shanty. 

"I have frequently heard public speakers revert to the 
school days with great pride and pleasure. It was not onl 
because they had good teachers, and were properl 
educated, but the 'old school house' which the 
remembered was well and substantially built, always kep 
in good repair, neatly painted, or perhaps smiling In a nlc 
coat of whitewash, well-ventilated and lighted 
surrounded with shade trees and greensward, and fur 
nished inside with comfortable seats and good desks. Th 
school house, surrounded with pleasing associations 
becomes attractive to children, and they scamper to it Ii 
the morning as cheerfully as they wend their wa 
homewaroin the evening . I know we·cannot have shad 
trees, fiowers and greensward here, but we can and ough 
to have a good school house, with all the modern con 
veniences and comforts for the children and their teacher 

Students and Teacher of the La Porte School - Early 1900's 

Courtesy: Ca liforni a State Library 
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La Porte Schoolhouse 

"Messrs. Trustees, will you see to this little matter? It 
is one of the duties of your office to attend to the wants of 
these bright-eyed rosy-cheeked little girls and boys. Call a 
meeting of the voters of the district, and ask them to 
authorize you to levy and collect a tax to build a school 
house, such a one as can in the future be looked back to 
with pleasing recollections by all who may receive In
structions therein. 

La Porte, June 14 th, 1863. A VOTER 

"THE SCHOOL HOUSE: The views of a correspondent 
(the above) on the subject of our school house Its 
dilapidated condition, and the necessity of erecting a' new 
and more suitable building, meet with our hearty ap
proval: The building at present used for school purposes 
IS a disgrace to the town, and the wants of this com
munity demand the Immediate erection of a better one. 
We have this week heard that the children In attendance at 
school complain of want of ventilation In the miserable 
old shanty where they assemble; and their health as well 
as their convenience and contentment, should re~elve the 
earliest possible attention of our citizens ." 

During the summer of the year above the school 
trustees organized a community subscription campaign in 
order to secure funds with which to build a new 
schoolhouse. Th~ M. M. of July 4th reported that: "The 
school trustees have been on a collecting tour among our 
cltlzen~ the past week, for the purpose of raising, by 
SubSCription, a sufficient amount to build a new 
SChoolhouse. So far they have met with fair success, 
some persons having subscribed very liberally. If other 
parties, who have not yet been called upon, open their 

- Photo about 1950 Courtesy : Angus and Ida James 

purses as freely, there is little doubt that ample means to 
erect a creditable and comfortable building for school 
purposes can be obtained. We would argue those who 
have not yet come forward to do so, and contribute their 
mite toward this noble object." 

William C. Pond, who was County Superintendent of 
Schools from 1862 to 1865, and who kept a Register or 
Journal in whlc~ he made note of school matters and of 
his visits to the schools of the county, records visiting the 
La Porte school on November 9th of 1863 and on June 8th 
of 1864 when Mr. Clark and Mrs. Mc Math were -the 
teachers. 

Among the teachers of the La Porte public school from 
the middle 1880's to 1941, in which year school was 
discontinued, were: Eva Hasty, Mrs. L. Grove, H. C. 
Perry, N. Malcolm, Charles Mc Laughlin, Richard Sinnott. 
Katherine ~ullen, nee Donnelley, Eva Quigley, Hatth:! 
Treecher, MISS Mary Jones, A. Glover, H. C. Swain, Gus 
Berg, M. P. Donnelley, Mary Beever, J. V. Parks, Miranda 
Arms, Tillie Kruger (who served later for many years as 
County School Superintendent of Plumas County), 
Frances Reed, Bertha Crabb, Juanita Jones, Orville 
Moore, Rebecca Oatis, Mabel Pain, Laura Frakes, Merle 
McGrath. and Mrs. McGrath . 

MILITARY COMPANIES: 

In 1858 a company of the Sierra Grays was organized 
in La Porte . A news Item from La Porte In the Sierra 
Democrat of November 27th of that year, stated: "The 
Sierra Grays is now having Its trl-weekly drills. Although It 
has been organized but a short time, Its members now 
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understand military tactics as well as a company of men 
of many years of military experience." 

In 1863 a Company of the Sierra Brigade named the La 
Porte Guards was formed. At a meeting held in June of 
that year the following were elected officers of the 
Company: Captain, S. H. Alley; 1st Lieut., S. S.Russell ; 
Senior 2nd Lieut. , J0hn Kirk; Junior 2nd Lieut., Orrin 
Durrel; Orderly Sergeant, J. A. Dutcher; 2nd Sergeant, F. 
J. Rigby ; 3rd Sergeant, R. C. Penrose; 4th Sergeant , D. 
Dave ; 5th Sergeant, John Thomas ; 1st Corporal, R. E. 
Rowell; 2nd Corporal , D. Hunnewell; and 3rd Corporal, J . 
D. Gilman. A news Item in the M. M. of 8-29-63, 
reported: 'The La Porte Guards held their first drill on 
Wednesday evening. They intend to drill every evening, if 
possible , until the encampment of the brigade (Sierra 
Brigade), which will take place near the capitol 
(Sacramento) on the 19th of September, continuing ten 
days. The arms of the Guards have been Issued bv the 
State, and are en route ; their uniforms will shortly follow ." 

: I UNION LEAGUE: 
. t' L

La Porte , as did all of the towns of the county, early In 
.,. ; the Civil War, organized a U.nion League and made liberal ,t~ , . : contributions to a Sanitary Fund, the monies of which 

.L... . were used to care for the ill and wounded men of the 
forces of the Union in the conflict. The Union League of 
LaPorte was organized in late April of 1863. The M. M. of 

'Ii' , May 2nd reported the event : "THE UNION LEAGUE 
ILt MEEIING : The meeting last Monday night for the pur

"J. pose of organizing a branch of the National Union League, 
was a great success. Our patriotic citizens responded 

",··· nobly to the call, and at an early hour the room was 
\ 

.L 

crowded with miners , storekeepers, mechanics al"!d 
others. Several gentlemen were called upon to speak, and 
responded with a few patriotic remarks , pointed and 
appropriate . The right spirit is aroused, and we feel 

t 

L 

assured that La Porte will not be behind any of her sister 
mountain towns In unselfish devotion to our national 
unity . Fifty-one signatures to the pledge were obtained, 
and many more will sign at future meetings ... .. . . We 
urge upon the gentlemen who have taken this matter in 

L 
hand, as they love their country, not to let the enthusiasm 
die out, but to keep it at a white heat , by following up 
'iheir efforts. The League will meet again next Monday 
evening at Social Hall." 

E CLAMPUS VITUS: 

A lodge of the fun-loving and benevolent order of E. 
Clampus Vltus (E . C. V.) was active In La Porte for many 
years. It was reactivated , after being dormant for a 
considerable number of years, in the early 1960's, when 
for the years into the 1970's a picnic gathering which 
attracted as many as 1 ,500 to the town, was held annually 
in the summer. 

In 1970 a bronze plaque was mounted In La Porte by 
the E. C. V. On it is Inscribed: 

LA PORTE 

KNOWN AS RABBIT CREEK UNTIL 1857. IN 1862 A 
TOWN OF THREE HOTELS , SIX LARGE STORES , AND 
FOURTEEN SALOONS. 

BY 1890, $ 93,000,000 IN BULLION HAD BEEN EX
TRACTED FROM THE AREA. 

DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE HARDY SOULS WHO 
PIONEERED THIS PART OF PLUMAS COUNTY. 

LAS PLUMAS DEL ORO CHAPTER 
E CLAMPUS VITUS 
SEPTEMBER 1970 

Truman Gould of La Porte, a member of the pion! 
Gould Family of La Porte and Its area, and whc 
Grandfather, Jacob Gould, came to Onion Valley in 18! 
was the principal speaker at exercises dedicating t 
Plaque, speaking on the history of La Porte. 

FOURTH OF JULY 1862: 

In 1862, La Porte celebrated the 86th Anniversary 
our Nation's Independence in fine fashion. Following Vv 
the program for the day: 

FOURTH OF JUL Y 
1776---------1862 

"Eighty-Sixth Anniversary of American Independer 
will be celebrated in La Porte with appropri< 
ceremonies. " 

PROGRAMME 

A NATIONAL SALUTE will be fired at sunrise. 

A PROCESSION will be formed under the dlrectlo'n of 
the Marshall of the Day. 

S. T. Brewster and E. B . Evans, at 10 o'clock A. M., in 
front of the Union Hotel , on Main Street, in the 
follo~i~g order: . 

Band 

President and Vice-President of the Day 


Masonic Fraternity 

Orator and Reder of the Day 


Orderof Odd Fellows 

Chaplain 


Sons of Temperance 

Invited Guests 


Citizens and Strangers 


The Procession wi ll march down Main Street to First 
up First and across to Second Street --- down Second 
Street to Main Street --- down through Main Street to 
First, and thence up Second Street to a Spacious Arbor 
fitted up for the occasion, where the following will be 
the: 

ORDER OF EXERCISES 

Music .... .... . ..... by the Band 

Prayer by the Chaplain .. Rev. J . J. Cleveland 


National Anthem .. .. . by the Choir 

Reading of the Declaration of Independence .. . . 


S. F. Seabur 
Fi ring a National Salute 
Music .. ..... . .. ... .. by the Band 
OPERATION . ... . . . .... ... .. Hon. J. W. Coffroth 
Music ... .... .. . ... . . . ·By the Band 
Star Spangled Banner . .. .. by the Choir. 

Pres ident of the Day --- B. W. Barnes. 
Vice- Presidents: James Crawford , La Porte, L. 

A . Goza, Gibsonville, and D.r. A. R. Jump , St. Louis . 

A Grand Display of FIRE-WORKS, and Dinner to 
invited guests in the evening. The Festivities of the Day 
to close with a GRAND BALL.. 
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Traveling Minstrel Show in La Porte in 

Circuses and groups of entertainers who visited the 
towns of the North Yuba River Country and those of 
Norther Sierra County beginning as early as the 1850's 
frequently Included La Porte In Its Itinerary. For example, 
in August of 1862 Joe Pentland's Circus, which was 
represented to be one of the best clrus troupes of the 
State, came to La Porte; and In May of 1863, an en
tertainment group known as the California Comedy 
Troupe, presented several programs In La Porte, It earlier 
having been at Howland Flat where performances were 
given all through the winter. 

An event with rather humorous overtones occured In 
July of 1863 when a Chinaman attempted to sell some 
'doctored' gold dust. The M. M. OF July 25th spoke of It: 
"MORE DOCTORED DUST: Another Chinaman attempted 
to sell 'doctored' dust at the Banking House of John Conly 
and Company, Wednesday last. Suspicion being excited, 
as upon the previous occasion, the test was applied, and 
it was found that brass and sliver filings were mixed with 
genuine gold dust In the package offered for sale. On 

-', 	 being questioned about It, the Chinaman represented that 
the package had been entrusted to him to sell by another 
Celestial. A Chinese merchant here testified to the good 
character of the man who presented the dust for sale, so 
his story was accepted by the Messrs. Conly and Com
pany and he was allowed to depart, but the dust was 
'confiscated' as no one appeared to claimed it." 

FIRES: 

On January 11 th of 1870 another major fire occured 
which resulted in the destruction of almost all of the 

Front of Burrelle's Hotel - Photo 1896 Courtesy: Truman Gould 

business section of La Porte. The estimated loss was $ 
42,425. And In August of 1873 the business part of the 
town was again subject to a great fire loss when about a 
dozen places of business were destroyed. 

In 1884 a fire ravaged the town and again in Sep
tember of 1885 a fire threatened to consume much of the 
town, but was limited to the destruction of a few 
buildings. The Mountain Messenger of 9-12-85 gives the 
following account of this latter fire: 

"Only a little over a year ago the town was almost 
entirely destroyed by fire, and now again yesterday, the 
3rd instant, the destroying element visited us again. 
About 11 A. M. fire was seen Issuing from the large 
slaughter house of Canny and Company on Hilman Ridge, 
which was entirely destroyed. Then the fire spread to the 
house and barn of John McLaughlin entirely destroying 
them ., ....... . Canny's loss was about $1,500 and fully 
insured. McLaughlin's loss was about $2,000 with no 
insurance. It was a great miracle how Bustillo's barn, 
warehouse, and dwelling were saved, as the wind was 
blowing a gale at the time. For a time It was thought that 
the whole town would go. As It was, fire was blown over 
the town into Buckley's Ranch n~rly three-quarters of a 
mile distant and buried 2,000 feet of fence. The origin of 
the fire is a mystery, as there had been no fire in the 
slaughter house for two months or more." 

La Porte -- September 4th P 

ROBBERIES: 

Robberies, most of them occurlng on roads or trails, 
were of a rather frequent happening, they being mostly of 
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line. Ae l s very accurate and thorough in his profession . 
travelers and stages. After clean-ups at mines, stages or ... Miss Eva Hasty, of MagnOlia, Butte County, 
animal express trains were entrusted with the gold to teaching the public school with forty-five scholars.... 
transport it to a town of the " lower country"from where it \ / The telephone office is at Cayot 's Hotel. The charge of tf 

L 
went usually to the value of the gold, less a certain words to Oroville is 75 cents. 
amount for minting. Miners, after being paid, were Jacob Wilhelm, formerly a resident of La Porte ar 
frequent travelers to towns of the "lower country" and later of Grass Flat, recently, while com ing up In a buck, 
became subjects of robberies. out of a well that he was cleaning, fell to the botton 

L 
In June of 1863 two Chinamen were held up on Illinois fracturing his skull and causing his death. . . . . ! 

Ridge a short distance below Secret Diggers and robbed Kingdon of Scales passed through La Porte last week c 
of all they had on their persons which was about twenty his way to Indian Valley, Plumas County..... D 
dollars in money, a watch, and some jewelry items. The Rinehart is stili located here; has a lucrative practice, ar 
robbers were disappointed In the meagerness of this is quite popular..... Dr. Mussy, for many years 
"take'; and after commanding the Chinamen to remain practicing physician here, continues to retain his share ' 
where they were until after dark, went to the camp of the the public patronage..... B. H. Chamberlain has one'

L Chinamen and "cleaned out" the whole establishment, the cosiest saloons in La Porte, and a firstclass billial 
getting altogether about one hundred dollars . The robbers table . .. .. Frank Cayot's new hotel is complete in all ' 
were armed with pistols and knives. its apPOintments, and, is as of yore, the stage hous, 

During the course of the Summer of 1878, several Give him a call when you visit this mining camp. Tt 
robberies were committed in the vicinities of La Porte. In Marysville stage arrives on Mondays, Wednesdays, ar 
late July of the year the stage was stopped about five Fridays, returning on alternate days. The business hOUSE 
miles below the town, but only about seventy dollars was of La Porte are: Gayot's Hotel, Babb's livery stabl 
obtained by the robbers. Russell's blacksmith ship, Harris' tlnshop, Gamba 

Hotel, Mc Niel's shoe store and shop, Durbin's varie 
SOME GENERAL NEWS ABOUT LA PORTE IN 1885: store, Rosenberg's dry goods and qrocery store, Bank · 

La Porte, Dixon Brabban, Manger." 0 
Here from the Mountain Messenger of September 5th 

of 1885 are Items of general news about La Porte which TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES: 
were submitted to that newspaper by the correspondent 
D: In June of 1856 a company named the Sierra Telegral 

"Willie McDonald, formerly of Downieville, is driving Company was formed by John O'Rear, John C. James aJ 
for Green and Cole between La Porte and Strawberry . . . . . John Charlton for the purpose of constructing a telegral 
Three years ago the snow was twelve feet deep on the line from Downieville to Rabbit Creek (La Porte). T! 
level at La Porte during the winter. .. .. Miss Minnie course of the line was via the early mining settlements 
Goard of Oakland , who is visiting her sister at Mohawk Monte Cristo, Eureka, and SI. Louis. It is to be suppos· 
Valley, is stopping with Mr. and Mrs. Barnes at La Porte that either by the end of the Summer of that year, or in t 
for a few days . . ... Dixon Brabban has built one of the following year the line was completed . 
finest residences ever In La Porte. It is elegantly fur In 1879 a telephone line was constructed betwe 
nished . .. . . Wm . Schuld, U. S. M. S. ,office at the Oroville and Howland Flat, the line running through a 
Union Hotel, La Porte, is prepared to do all work in his providing service for Brownsville, Clipr.er Mil 
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La Porte in 1910 

Strawberry Valley, La Porte, Gibsonville, and Hepsldam. 
The following article from the Mountain Messenger of 
January 10th of 1880, speaks of this line: 'The telephone 
line recently built between Howland Flat and Oroville Is In 
excellent working order. The rates are fifty cents for a 
message of ten words or five minutes conversation over 
the entire line, and half that between all way stations. 
There is one continuous wire from Howland Flat to 
Oroville, and a branch line between Gibsonville and 
Hepsidam which may be connected with Howland Flat or 
Oroville. The entire distance traversed Is estimated at 
fifty-two miles. The names of intervening stations are: 
Brownsville, Clipper Mills; and Diamond Springs will 
soon be added. The voice can be far more distinctly heard 
from Oroville to Howland Flat than between the way 
offices, an as yet unexplained mystery of this wondrous 
contrivance. One reason for the carrying through of this 
Telephone was to enable the merchants of Northern Sierra 
to have their freight hereafter shipped from Oroville as a 
most practical solution of the debris squabble." 

December 20th, 1880 D 

In 1880, I;:lais Squier purchased the telephone line 
between Howland Flat, Gibsonville, La Porte and Oroville 
with the intent, in conjunction with Mr. Sutherland, to 
take the wire and insulators down between the last two 
towns, and extend the line to Downieville. 

In the Spring of 1897, work was done on the planning 
of the construction by the Sunset Telephone Company of 
about 100 miles of telephone line connecting Marysville 
and Quincy and all of the Intervening towns. It was also 
planned, late on, to extend the line to Camptonville, 
Downieville and Sierra City. The new line was to run as 
follows: Marysville to Browns Valley, 12 miles, to 
Stewart, 8; Stewart to Oregon House, 6; Oregon House to 

Courtesy : Mrs. Ruth Broughton and the Museum at Downieville 

Dobbins, 4; Dobbins to Indiana Ranch, 4; Indiana Ranch 
to Challenge, 6; Challenge to Brownsville, 4; Brownsville 
to Forbestown, 6; Forbestown to Woodville, 6; Woodville 
to Clipper Mills, 4; Clipper Mills to Strawberry, 5; 
Strawb erry to North Star, 3; North Star to American 
House, 9; American House to La Porte, 4; La Porte to 
Thistle Shaft, 5; Thistle Shaft to Gibsonville, 2; Gib
sonville to Bunker Hill, 4; Bunker Hill to Onion Valley, 3; 
Onion. Valley to Nelson Point, 12; and Nelson Point to 
Quincy, 12. 

FOURTH OF JULY 1892: 

The Plumas National Bulletin and the Mountain 
Messenger reported the Fourth of July Celebration in La 
Porte in 1892: 

THE FOURTH AT LA PORTE 

"Independence Day was ushered in with an usual 
amount of explosives. At one o'clock P. M. the school 
children, attired In white with the National colors freely 
displayed, marched to the school-house, where a large 
audience had already collected to witness the exercises of 
the Day. 

"Mr. B. W. Barnes, President of the Day, with much 
feeling, addressed the audience, followed by many 
pleasing and well-rendered recitations, solos and 
choruses by the pupils, after which all repaired to the 
grounds to assist the Trustees In raising the Banner of 
Freedom over the public school building. On resuming 
the program, Miss Mary Jones, our teacher, sang the 'Star 
Spangled Banner', the choir aSSisting In the chorus. Miss 
Maggie Mc Mahon then read in a pleasing manner the 
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Declaration of Independence. The orator, Mr. R. J. Sin
nott, delivered an excellent address suitable to the oc
casion in his genial and effective style. The exercises 
were concluded by a patriotic selection by the choir. The 
fire-works exhibited in the evening were considered as 
good as any in mountain towns on such occasions. 
Dancing was indulged In by young and old till an early 
hour ." 

SNOWSHOE RACES: 

La Porte, In the late 1850's, was the loc atlon of the 
first organl:red snowshoe races and the organization of 
the first Snowshoe Club -- not only of Sierra County but it 
is thought of the United States --- named the Alturas 
Snow Shoe Club. The La Porte course or "track" for the 
races was on a beautiful, long and steep slope of a 
mountain named Lexington HIli about half a mile west of 
town. 

It Is not necessary here to describe more fully these 
exciting snowshoe race tournaments which were held at 
various towns In Northern Sierra County and In La Porte 
and Johnsville among several towns of Plumas County, 
for a complete description Is given in the Chapter on: 
Snowshoe-Racing, Snowshoe-Making and about 
Snowshoe Thompson. 

Jake Gould , who settled in Onion Valley In 1853, 
coming from Plattsburg, New York, rode In these races in 
the 1860's and 1870's, and was regarded as one of the best 
makers of snowshoe dope. Arthur (Art) Gould, the Father 

Snowshoe Races at La Porte in 19.10 Courtesy : Truman Gou ld 

of Truman Gould, the Proprietor since 1950 of La Porte's 
General Merchandise Store, was also a fine rider, com
peting in the races held in the early 1900's. Both of these 
men rode '·shoes" • made by Johnny Madden, who was 
commonly regarded as the finest craftsman of the area, 
particularly in the making of racing snowshoes. 

Roy Post, a long:time and present resident of La 
Porte, who was born there in 1890, and who worked In the 
Bellevue Mine about four miles northeast of La Porte, and 
at the Miner's Home and the hydrauHc China Mine, the 
latter two at Howland Flat,had as a boy the Interesting job 
of smoothing out the furrows In the track made by the 
racers when they braked to a stop by riding their poles 
after they crossed the finish line. 

SNOWSHOE RACES IN 1895: 

Three days of snowshoe racing were held at La Porte 
in early February of 1895. The races were conducted on a 
tract 1,500 feet long with there being ten feet of snow. 
Squad winners of the races for the first day were: Joe 
Bustillos, George Caya, George Williams, John Williams, 
Oli';er Caya, 'Charles Hewitt, Will Smith, and Henry 
Hewitt. In the "saw-off" of the squad winners, Charles 
Hewitt won. 

On the second aay, squad winners were: Joe 
Bustillos, Oliver Caya, Nell Mullen, Charles Cosker, John 
Williams, Ed. Williams, Tom Hayes, and Bill Cosker. In 
the "saw-off", Charles Cosker was the winner. 

A report of the races stated that "in these races the 
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Entrance to the General Store of James Jones in La Porte, about 1910 
Courtesy : Tru man Gould 

track was exceedingly rough and the spectators wit
nessed some remarkable acrobatic feats." 

TWO DIE IN SNOWSTORMS: 

1

In the Winter of 1901, David Merean, while traveling 
from Howland Flat to the Happy Hollow Mine, became 
lost because of an increase In the intensity of a 
snowstorm. When he did not report at the Happy Hollow 
Mine at the expected time, search parties went out from 
Howland Flat and La Porte. After an arduous search, his 
body was found not far from Canyon Creek . Merean thus 
had wandered under the condition of likely zero visibility 
down the steep slope into the canyon of Canyon Creek, 
had become exhausted and perished. 

In May of 1922, Jack Costello, in going from La Porte 
to the Feather Fork Mine, which was located near the 
head of Little Grass Valley, became lost in a terrific 
snowstorm which developed, and perished. La Porte had 
ten feet of snow at the time. 

THE 1905 FIRE: 

Still another t ime --- in September of 1905 --- La Porte 
was devasted by a fire which destroyed a major part of the 
town . Following are excerpts from an account of the 
conflagration, which appeared In the Mountain 
Messenger of September 23rd of the year: 

"A fire occured at La Porte on Monday, September 
18th. It very nearly wiped the town out of existence. The 
fire started in the Chinese quarters and aided by a heavy 
wind, which was blowing at the time, soon gained great 

headway ...... . Few of the dwelling houses remain . 
only business building known to be saved was tha' 
Rosenberg and Jones, which is a large brick and st 
store .. . .... . Among the buildings known ~o be destro 

../ 	 are Frank Cayot's Hotel. Mall contractcrrs, Pauly Bl 
and the Delahunty Bros., were among the loses 
property in the stable. Burelle's Hotel was comple 
destroyed as was the big warehouse of Rosenberg 
Jones. Other buildings burned were the hardware st, 
John Thomas' drug stofe; and many homes and the F 
Office were burned. The Chinese were also heavy los 
The Auk Wai Company, carrying general merchand 
were the heaviest losers, their stock being worth m 
thousands of dollars. The total loss Is not known. nc 
the amount of I nsurance, If any, known at this time." 

Henry Hewitt, Andy Hewitt and Frank .Reilly Sndwshoing Near 
La Porte in 1922 

Courtesy : Frank Rei 

Entries in a notebook of Henry Hewitt, a member of 
old-time family of La Porte, kept In the 1880's and 1891 
afford the following two items of Interesting Informat 
about cost at this time: Mr. Hewitt paid James Costell 
41.50 for board from October 1, 1887 to Febraury H 
1888. In Decemberof 1887, Hewitt received $60.00 for 
mining timbers (Posts, 7 feet; Caps, 5 feet), supplied t 
mine, and $18 for hauling the same. 

Frank Reilly, a long-time and present resident of 
Porte, related to the author an account told him by J( 

Manuel Miguel 's Saloon in La Porte - Photo 1906 

Courtesy : Frank Reili ' 
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Old Steam Boiler in La Porte from a Mine of the La Porte Area, 

Was Used in the Morningstar Mine at Nelson Creek 

L 
Mc Farlane, who had a hotel at Poker Flat, about some 
Mexicans who were working the Black Diamond Mine near 
Bunker Hillin the vicinity of Pilot Peak, In the 1860's. The 
Mexicans worked the lower grade of are by means of an 
arrastra, but on the occasion of their taking out a large 
and exceedingly rich pocket, carried the are by burros 
over the trail to Downieville. Much of the gold from this 
mine and the narby Bunker Hill Mine, was coated with a 
black substance, which Is likely how the mine got its 
name of the Black Diamond. 

L 

L The north em part of La Porte became known as Dublin 
because this was the section where many Irish people, 
such as the Mullens, Mc Laughllns, Quigleys, Devers and 
Doughertys, lived. 

L 

Coming up to comparatively recent times In mining at 
La Porte, Frank Reilly, who came to Howland Flat In 1913, 
and who In later years was the Proprietor of Reilly's 
Restaurant and Bar - a business he sold to Mr. Vaughn 
Webb In 1964 ---- found In July of 1938, while working the 

L 
gravel tailings of the old Bunker HIli Mine near Pilot Peak, 
a nugget which had very little quartz In It, which weighed 
43 ounces. The nugget had a fineness of 930 and was sold 
to the San Francisco Mint for $ 1,350. 

RICH DIGGINGS: 

L A very extensive gravel mining operation early began 
about a mile southeast of La Porte at which a settlement 
known as Spanlsh Flat developed. These diggings, along 
with the great Upper Dutch Diggings at the north end of 
town were two of the greatest producing diggings of La 
Porte and immediate vicinity. 

L 
LITTLE GRASS VALLEY RESERVOIR AND RECREATION 
AREA: 

L 
In 1960 work was begun by the Wyandotte Irrigation 

District on the construction of a dam on the South Fork of 
the Feather River, which would form a reservoir which 
would cover Little Grass Valley about four miles north of 
La Porte, the purpose of the project being power, flood 
contrOl, irrigation, and recreation. A splendid recreation 

l 131 

area has been developed by the U. S. Forest Service and 
the Irrigation District, and through the years since its 
completion, through the summer and fall, thousands of 
people --- many from the valley area of Marysville, 
Oroville, Sacramento, and Woodland, and others from 
more distant places, drive the scenic route via Challenge 
and Strawberry to the area for a fine vacation. 

P. G. AND E. POWER LINE TO LA PORTE: 

In 1963 the Pacific gas Gas and Electric Company 
began the right-of-way work of extending one of Its power 
lines to La Porte, the extension being a distance of eleven 
miles, being from near Strawberry Valley to La Porte. 
Work on the project was completed in the Summer of 
1964. 

Group Taking Mrs. Tom Cosker, Who Had Become III, to 
La Porte and Tilen to Woodleaf on "a Sled in 1937 

Courtesy: Frank Reilly 

GOULD STORE DESTROYED BY FIRE: 

On December 24th of 1967, an explosion, Inside the 
buldling, which occasioned a terrible flash fire, burst the 
iron doors at the front of the General Store of Truman 
Gould in La Porte, and completely destroyed the famous 
old buidling and its contents. The building, which had 
been erected in 1856, was La Porte's oldest structure, and 
had been the General Merchandise Store of Mr.Gould from 
1850 when he had purchased it. The building also housed 
La Porte's Post Office. Lost in the fire, in addlton to the 
building itself and Its stock of groceries and hardware, 
was a fabulous collection of hand rifles and shot guns, 
which were estimated to have a value of between $15,000 " 
and $25,000. Lost, aiso, were several pairs of 12·{oot 
racing snowshoes, which had been made by Johnny 
Madden --- the most renowned of makes of the famous 
old-time racing snowshoes. 

Though members of La Porte's volunteer fire 
department valiantly fought the flames, which spread with 
great rapidity through the building, they were unable to 
bring the fire under control in time to avoid complete 
destruction, they being hampered in their efforts by deep 
snow .. Mr. Gould, the year following the fire constructed 
a fine new building and stocked it with goods which has 
made it thro.ugh the years the finest general store of that 
area of Plumas County. 

Making their home in La Porte for many summers have 
been Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hill (Mrs. Hili nee Sophie 
Lassiat) whose parents, Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lassiat, 
had the family home at Poker Flat for many years from the 
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BUSINESSES OF LA PORTE:' tu! ,'1.I ~ 
Truman Gould's General Merchandise Store. Mr. Go 
was born in La Porte in 1910. Following graduation fr 
Standford University where he earned a degree 
Mechanical Engineering, and sixteen years of f 

ployment as an Engineer for the Johnson Gear Compa 
he retired to La Porte in 1949, purchased the store in 1£ 
and was its Proprietor until 1975 when he sold the ston 
Chuck and Steve Burroughs. 
Reilly's Cafe and Bar: - Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Webb 
Proprietors. 
This business was established by Frank Reilly in l ' 
who was its Proprietor until 1964 when he sold 
business to Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Webb. 
Rabbit Creek Resort - Russel and Catherine - Thrash 
Proprietors 
Have been in business 19 years. 
The La Porte Hotel- Harold Thrash -Proprietor 
La Porte General Store: - Chuck and Steve Burroughs 
Proprietors (See above) 
Mrs. Truman (Helen Weber) Gould is Postmaster of 
Porte with the Post Office being in the Gould Gem 
Store. 

General Store in La Porte - Photo: 1976 
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Home of Mrs. & Mrs. Robert Cassano in La Porte - Photo: 1976 

Among the several new homes built at La Porte in 

recent years is that of Mr. and Mrs. Robbert Cassano of 

Sacramento. Mr. Cassano is employed in Sacramento and 

visits and spends his vacation with his family at this La 

Porte place durning summers. Mrs. Jessie Modglin, nee 

Jessie Schofield, also of Sacramento, and the Mother of 

Mrs. Cassano, regularly spends several weeks each 

summer in La Porte at the Cassano home. 
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Home of Mr. & Mrs. Leif Thormod-nee Rose Lassiat in La Porte 

Photo: 1976 


1880',s into the early 1900's, Mr. Lasslat worked In many of 
the mines of the area and was a Superintendent of several 
of the mines of Northern Sierra County. The present Hill 
home occupies the site of the old Native Son's Hall. 

Reilly's Cafe and Saloon in La Porte - Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Webb, 
Proprietors - Photo 1976 



Main Street of La Porte in 1976' 

LA PORTE LAND TRANSFER: 

In 1963, after several years of discussion and 
preliminary work, an agreement was reached between 
residents of La Porte and the U. S. Forest Service, by 
which a 50-acre townsite was deeded to the people of La 
Porte. It had for many years been thought that the land of 
the town was owned by the residents as handed down by 
their ancestors , or In some cases, purchased from earlier 
owners by present owners, but the land was part of the 
Plumas National Forest. During the course of recent years 
about forty lots of this townsite have been sold and 
several nice dwellings have been constructed on them. It 
is to be expected that La Porte will countinue to enjoy an 
expanded summer and early fall travel and business. 
~ontribut i ng greatly to the activity of the town and vicinity 
IS the presence of the fine Little Grass Valley Recreation 
Area, which is only about four miles north of La Porte 
and the fine and scenic road from Challenge to La Porte: 

WARREN HILL 

About a mile and a half east of La Porte is Warren Hill 
where some of the early mining of the La Porte area took 
place. The Sierra Citizens of April 29th and June 3rd of 
1854, give the following data on several of the mines of 
Warren Hill: 
SC. 4-29-54 :"Quite a brisk business Is doing at this place. 
Last Saturday, Wm . Mc Clelland, with only three hands 
took out $ 1,500. Messrs. Reuder and Company during 
the .week, realized about $ 800. Several other cl~lms are 
paYing ext~emely well. A number of parties are busily at 
work opening up new claims which are supposed to be 
valuable ." 
S. ~. 6,-3-54: " Messrs. Snyder and Company, 2 shares, $ 
428 , Kidder and Company, 3 shares , $ 1,185; Bosworth 
anhd Company, 14 shares, $ 985 ; and Hall and Company 5 
s ares , $ 2,468 ." ' 

week in piping at the lower end of the tunnel, through 
some 1 ,400 feet of hose, and it Is expected that it will be 
agai~ in .ru.nning order in a few days. The operation of 
clearing It IS a most hazardous one, and if successfully 
accomplished without accident, will be a common cause 
for rejoicing. " 

RICHMOND HILL 

At Richmond Hill, about six miles north of Gibsonville 
and near Sawplt Flat, a small settlement developed about 
several mines. Here from several Issues of the Mountain 
Messenger, information, mainly, of the mines of Rich
mond Hill: M. M. 8-2-62: "The Eclipse Company washed 
up just before the 4th of July, after three-week's run 
working eight men -- and had eight dollars to the hand. 
The Ohio Company, since the water season commenced, 
have been averaging about half an ounce a day. They work 
twelve men . 'Richmond' was 'taken' last week by a gang of 
hurdy-gurdys, fiddlers, and gamblers from Whisky and La 
Porte, many of the latter being dead broke. The miners, 
be it said to their credit , patronized neither the gamblers 
nor hurd ies, keeping entirely aloof from their corrals." 

A correspondent at Richmond Hill, under date of July 
27 , sends us the following: EDITOR MESSENGER : "There 
is nothing new transpiring here, or at least i f there Is your 
correspondent has not been able to discover It. Clark and 
Sney's ditches are still well filled with water, and the 
miners are all busy as bees. The piping claims are 
preparing to clean up their ground sluices , and the tunnel 
companies are doing their utmost to get out large plies of 
pay dirt for the last washing. It . is predicted by the 
knowing ones that water will last six weeks longer. The 
town is filled with 'sports', fair frail ones, and hurdys, and 
I suppose I might venture to say that times are 
lively . . ..... . . . .. " Yours, EMIGRANT 
M. M. 4-18-63: " 'Emigrant', our correspondent at this 
place (Richmond Hill), under date of April 6, writes as 
follows : The weather is warm and the snow-clad moun
tains glow in the hot sun. The snow lies deep on the north 
sides of the hills, but is fast melting away, and yet water 
is scarce. Several companies have lately commenced to 
wash up their winter's work, but nothing so far has been 
cleaned up, and money Is scarce. At Saw Pit Flat, Onion 
Valley, and Washington HIli , nothing Indicates that any 
company intends to wash soon. Sunday passed off at 
Onion Valley with only a very moderate amount of snow
shoe racing. The boys were quite busy all day racing for 
bets of one or two dollars a side, but nothing noteworthy 
occured. Quite an excitment exists about a quartz 
prospect struck not many days ago at a piace near Butte 
Bar, Feather River. I have seen some specimens of gold
bearing quartz take~ from the newly discovered lode by 
Pennfleld and Company, which are very rich. Many claims 
have been staked off on the lode, and time will tell the 
extent of the discovery. The Division of Sons of Tem
perance here has become quite a thriving and popular 
institution . On the 4th inst. the following were Installed 
officers for the present term: Jos . Greenwood, W., P.: 
John Hobbins, W. A .: Geo. S. Beers, R. S.; Jos. Davis, 
A. R. S. ; Orlof Zetterholm, F. S. ; Wm. Aldersley, Treas.; 
W. O. Carlston, C.; John Soudan, A. C. : Robert 
Witherspoon, I. S.; John Anderson , O. S.; John Duncan , 
Chaplain ." 
M. M. 5-23-63: RICHMOND HILL: '''The Butte Bar of 

tunnel and shaft -of the Northampton Company Warren 
The Mountain Messenger of 6-21-62, reported: "The 

Penfield quartz excltment Is not dead but seems to sleep a 
Hill, filled up on Sunday morning last, and put ~ sudden little. Two or threee compan ies here are very busy 
~top to all operations. The tunnel is filled for a distance of whipping up ways and members, trying to get them Into 

etween 200 and 300 feet with sand and gravel, but It Is the traces to organize and Incorporate, but the old 
~ot known whether the shaft is filled with anything more

J 
maxims; 'Many men of many minds', and 'large bodies 

an water or not. Men have been engaged during the move slowly' , are being verified every day. 
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Home of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hill in La Porte - Photo 1976 Log· Loading Station Between Challange and La Porte - Photo 19 

! 
L 

L Load of Logs in La Porte in 1970 New Home of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Graves in La Porte - Photo 19 

The Old Mose Primeau Home in La Porte - Photo 1976 Loaded Logging Truck Between Challenge and La Porte - Photo 19' 
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"Jos. E. Smith, a week or two ago, sold 50 feet in the 
first location on the Penfield quartz ledge to Robert Clark 
for $1,000. George Norman in the same company only a 
few days ago sold 50 feet also for the sum of $700-
George Spears being the purchaser. These are all the 
sales here in the Penfield ledge that I have heard of. Our 
miners are busy washing up dirt and they are, generally 
speaking, pretty well satisfied, but I have nothing large to 
report. The fact is, but few, if any, of the companies here 
know with any certainty how their claims are paying, they 
have done so little as yet in the way of cleaning up." 

Phil Coyot, a member of the pioneer Cayot Family of 
La Porte, the earliest member of which in that town was 
Francois Cayot who came to La Porte In the early 1850's 
and who established a hotel In La Porte In 1863 and was 
its proprietor for many years, it being In succeeding years 
owned and operated by other members of the family, 
continues to spend part of each summer at La Porte. Phil 
Cayot's sister, Eva, was for many years a teacher of 
schools in Plumas County, and served as County 
Superintendent of Schools of that county. 

. ... 
Addition to Roy Post Home in La Porte under Construction 

Photo: 1976 

J 
Roy Post, who was born in La Porte in 1890 and 

continu~s to make his home there during the summers, 
worked In several of the mines of the area including the 
Bellevue. He carried the mall on snowshoes between La 

J 
Porte and Nelson Point during the two winters of 1917-18 
and 1918-19 traveling a total of about 3 500 miles. In the 
1930's he did hauling with a Chevrolet truck he had and 
delivered the hugh arrastra stone of naturally-fused q'uartz 
to Downieville which was mounted on the grounds of the 
Courthouse Square, the arrangements being made by 
Court, Supervisor, Andrew J. Moglin. The great and 
magnificent stone came from diggings a short distance 
below the site of the early mining settlement of Pine 
Grove. 

J 

Doping Snowshoes Preliminary to Races at La Porte-Photo about 1908 
Frank Stewart, 4th from Left in Holding "Dope Bag" and 5th from Left 

is Roy Post 
Courtesy: Truman Gould 

In 1974 a Frank Reilly Chapter of the E. Clampus Vitus 
was instituted at La Porte. At its annual celebration and 
initiation in July of 1976 thirty new members were in
ducted into the Chapter. There was a parade with the 
initiation of the new members and refreshments taking 
place at the La Porte Picnic Ground. 

PLAQUES: 

A Plaque on Main Street in central La Porte reads: 

KNOWN AS RABBIT CREEK UNTIL 1857. IN 1862 A 

TOWN OF THREE HOTELS, SIX LARGE STORES 

AND FOURTEEN SALOONS. BY 1890, $ 93,000,000 

IN BULLION HAD BEEN EXTRACTED FROM THE 

AREA. 


DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE HARDY SOULS WHO 

PIONEERED THIS PART OF PLUMAS COUNTY. LAS 

PLUMAS DEL ORO CHAPTER OF E. CLAMPUS 

VITUS, --- SEPTEMBER, 1970 


Another Plaque at the western end of La Porte reads: 

EMIGRANT TRAIL --1850 

GOLD DISCOVERED RABBIT CREEK ---1850 


RENAMED LA PORTE ---1857. 

DEDICATED BY PLUMAS PIONEER PARLOR NO. 219 

--- N. D. G. W. 

GOLDEN ANCHOR PARLOR -- NO.182, N. S. G. W. 

---JUNE 24,1928 


J 

135 

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight

Don Quigley
Highlight



I 

11( " 
~" 

! FOOTNOTES 
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(21) 	 Wooden pipes of the large diameter, Le" eight inches or 
more in inside diameter, used in early days, were constructed 
as some are today, Le., by binding boards together, 

., " , ' 	 longitudinally, with a continuous wrapping of heavy wire, or 
, , by encircling the pipe with round or flat iron bands regularly 

spaced along the pipe. 
Another type of wooden pipe, but that of smaller 

diameter, Le., one to three Inches In Inside diameter, were 
made by cutting conifer trees (main Iy Douglas or Spruce) of 
very little taper and from four to six inches In diameter, 
cutting them into convenient lengths, and then boring a hole 
through the section of the tree with a long wood auger or by

1"~~ . 	 using a latheborlng machine, boring from both ends so as to 
.'C... 	 obtain as long a single section of pipe as possible . 

It 

I , A third early way of making wooden pipe was to cut trees 
or limbs of small diameter, e.g., 2 to 4 inches, and then 
encase them in a mortar made of sand, small gravel, and 
lime. When the mortar hardened, the wood in the interior was 
burned out, leaving a pipe of mortar. The sections were then 
joined using mortar or by using metal bands and tar. There Is 
a short length of such "mortar pipe" in the Museum at 
Downieville which was found close to the Henness Pass 
Road near Middlewaters. It has an Inside diameter of two 
inches and an outside diameter of sIX TnChes. 

A few years ago, Truman Gould and Frank Reilly of La 
Porte, while digging trenches in which to lay new water pipes 
in La Porte, came across sections of the old wooden water 
pipes laid by B. W . Barnes in either1857 or 1858. [NOTE : The 
first fire-fighting company was organized in La Porte in 1858, 
and an account states that this company was formed not long 
after Barnes had laid the pipes of a water supply system .) The 
pipe had been made from sections of trees six to eight Inches 
in diameter. The bore, or inside diameter, was about two and 
one-half inches. The lengths, which were from six to eight 
feet long, were united by tapered male and female joints. The 
holes had been bored with a long auger which was part of a 
boring machine of lathe-like character which held a section of 
the tree in position for the boring. The tapered jOints were 
also formed In the same machine. 

Of interest Is the fact that the author was told that Orson 
Ermatinger of the Ermatlnger Ranch at Mount Pleasant near 
Scales, had such a lathe-type boring machine which in high 
probability had been used to make some wooden pipe for a 
place or places of the area. 

(22) Albert T. Dewey and William S. Byrnes, Editors andI 
Publishers at this time of the Mountain Messenger. The 
Office of this newspaper was totally destroyed In this great 
fire, but the printing equipment only suffered slight damage, 
and the paper was able to resume publication immediately . 

" . 

.,, 
; , 

.~ 
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Histories of Scales, Poverty Hill, Mount 


Pleasant (Ermatinger's) and the Rose Ranch 


The town of Scales is located In northwestern Sierra 
County, about two miles west of Canyon Creek on Rock 
Creek. The road northeasterly from Strawberry Valley, 
leading to the road up Port Pine Ridge, passes through 
Scales. Poverty Hill lies slightly west of north, two and 
one half miles from Scales, and Mount Pleasant is located 
about three-fourths of a mile northeast of Scales. It Is 
equally well known as Ermatlnger's. The natural economic 
and social relations of these communities, because of 
their location and geography, have been as much or more 
with Yuba County as with Sierra County, and they stili 
have close ties with La Porte to their north. 

j 

An early trail led from Scales across Canyon Creek to 
the Mc Mahon Ranch and on up the ridge to Eureka from 
which place there was a trail to Morrristown and Craig's 
Flat. There was also a trail connecting Scales with Brandy 
City. The following news Item in the Mountain Messenger 
of May 25th of 1867 refers to the trail between Scales and 
Morristown from which latter place there was a trail to 
Downieville: "We are Informed by Mr. William Scott of 
Scales Diggings, who came through from La Porte a few 
days since, that mules can come this way, i.e., toward 
Downieville), as far as Morristown. The only difficulty in 
getting clear through is between Morristown and Craig's 
Flat, where the snow is yet deep." In 1876, discussion 
began on .the proposal to build a road connecting Scales 
with Camptonville. There is now a road to Scales nor
theast from Strawberry Valley, which branches from the 
Challenge-La Porte road; a road westward also branching 
from the Challenge-La Porte road about three miles above 
Strawberry Valley; and a road northeasterly by the Poverty 
Hill Fire Lookout, up Port Wine Ridge and on to Howland 
Flat. 

Among the earliest of the several mining claims at 
Scales were those of the Buckeye Company, which in

J 1862 had a yield of $ 8,500 for a washing of twelve days, 
and the Utah Company, which cleaned up $ 6,300 for a run 
of similar length. 

J 
I 

Scales and Poverty Hill prospered from their placer 
diggings in the late 1860's and 1870's. The following 

POVERTY HILL, Dec. 29th, 1869 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"Thinking that a few lines from our town might be 
acceptable to your readers, I take the liberty to write a few 
facts of general interest: 

"The Gold Valley Main Tunnel ~ining Company have 
recently sold one-half of their capital stock to Messrs·. 
Judson, Woodman, and Doe of San Francisco, who are 
said to be wealthy and influential citizens of that place. 
Operations have already been commenced to push the 
tunnel ahead as fast as muscle and Giant powder can do 
so. They have erected a powerful water blast, which will 
clear the tunnel from the unhealthy odors ar:sing rom the 
use of this most subtle agent. They will work three shifts, 
thereby employing every hour of the day and night to 
utmost advantage. It is supposed that six hundred feet at 
the most will carry the tunnel into the bed of one of the 
finest gravel deposits in Northern California. Two years 
from this time, under ordinary circumstances, thousands 
of men will have remunerative employment rolling the 
golden sands through this great thoroughfare. The above 
named parties have located a timber ranch covering an 
area of sixteen square miles on which they Intend to erect 
a steam sawmill, and also a sash and blind factory, early 
in the coming Summer. This operation in Itself will be the 
means of building up a large and vigorous town. 

"Kingdown and Bros. intend to run their water ditch 
into Slate Creek next Summer. This ditch will be capable 
of carrying two thousand inches of water. He intends to 
employ about three hundred Celestials in pushing the 
work through. Mr. Kingdon has his diggings in fine 
working order, and is expecting a rich reward for h is labor. 

"Westall and Company are working days and night~ 
and Sundays, driving their bedrock tunnel ahead, whicr 
has already been ten years in running, and it will take 
about two years to complete the same. The tun nel is no"," 
fifteen hundred feet in length, and there are about fiVE 
hundred feet to run. 

"John A. Hubbard is engaged both in mining anc 
excerpts from an article from the correspondent, hunting . His hunting exploits, however, have proved more 
"BEESWAX",which was entered in the M. M. of January successful than his mining operations. He was ou 
8th of 1870, describes mining at Poverty Hill: hunting a few days ago, and found a fine herd of deer 
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Old Mine Boarding House at Scales - Photo 1976 

Happening at the time to be occupying a favorable 
position, he got a_dead rest against the side of a big pine 
Iree and banged away. Jumping to his feet quickly, he 
'stripped to the place where the supposed dead deer lay, 
and to his surprise and consternation he found a poor, old 
sheep lying dead and bleeding at his feet." 

BEESWAX 

I' I, 
~ • j Here from the Mountain Messenger of Febraury 121h 

of 1870, in a letter from Scales is both some general and 
mining news: 

I 

SCALES DIGGINGS, Feb. 1st, 1870 I: 

MR. EDITOR: 

"II has been a long time since this place has been 
represented in your paper, but during that time we have 
nol been idle. Our town has been growing finely, and now 
boasts of two stores, three hotels, and a billiard saloon, 
which is a sign that these diggings are not quite 
exhausted yet. 

"Suprise parties have been all the go here this Winter, 
and are so still. They generally send the lady to be sur

I~ 

·1 prised, word, so that she can get them something good to( ,- eat. Quite a sensible idea, Isn't it? All Scales needs to 
render it an agreeable place to live In is some young 
ladies. At present there are only two, which Is one to 
thirty men. Of course the bashful ones don't stand any 
show at all; and I am one of them ---- why, I have to stand 
back. I have a pretty good time though, watching them 
perform. They hum around like bees in a cask. Only 
twenty-seven escorted a young lady home from the dance 
at the Occidental last Saturday evening. Don't be sur
prised to hear of three or four duels in the Spring ---- and 
several suicides. I consider myself in luck that the silver 
threads have made their appearance In my hair, as I am 
Iherefore not supposed to be susceptible to the darts from 
Cupid's bow. 

"Water is the cry from everyone, but it doesn't seem as 
if we were to be gratified. The miners have nearly all broke 
their necks watching the sky, and every little cloud has 

been hailed wilh delight, as the forerunner of a storm 
guess we'll get it this month. If we don't, there'll be 'ha 
limes in Georgia'. 

"The Concord and Fair Play claims are being worke 
They are the only ones that have water. Cox and COl 
pany's big tunnel is almost completed. When It is finish 
and they get their ditch in, it will give employment 
about 50 men, which will be quite an addition to a 
population. We intend to send them a petition, prayi 
them to hire none but married men with large families 
girls ." 

RINGLEADE 

Following, from issues of the Mountain Messenger, 
some information about mining at Scales and Poverty I
in the 1870's: 

June 4, 1870: "Westhall and Company of Poverty HIli c 
working night and day at their tunnel, but will not finis~ 
until next Fall." 

June 20,1872: "Westall, Hughes, and Company have be 
to a great expense during the past season repalri 
ditches and constructing new flumes at Poverty Hill. 

July 25, 1874: "The Fair Play Diggings at Scales paid 
6,000 per month this season, working two little glan 
The bank is 200 feet high. Blasting is necessary. ThE 
was aoeut five months run this year." 

December 5, 1874: "A blast of 200 kegs of powder was l 
off in a 200-foot bank at the Scales Diggings." 

November 25, 1876: "Poverty Hill claims are ready to
worked this winter." 

November 25, 1876:"Scales Diggings are flourishing. 

March 3, 1877: "Everybody is working at the Sca, 
Diggings." 

March 24, 1877: "The Iowa Company at Mt. Pleas; 
Ranch have struck the richest kind of gravel." 

Included in a long report of events at many of 
towns of Northern Sierra County, which appeared in 
Mountain Messenger of November 9th of 1878, is 
following about Scales: "Scales Diggings fairly ralt 
with artillery when powder by the hundredsof kegs 
fired, reverberating through the deep silence of 
trackless forests and dense chaparral with a thous. 
echoes, tearing down the high banks like a mon: 
earthquake. In the Powder House, just above town, 
stored tons of ammunition capable of creating gl 
internal and exterior disturbances with the mild I 
suation of the slow, but usually effective, burning fl 
The rich hydraulic mines of Boyce Bros. McChesr 
Cleveland Company, and others, have yielded their Il. 
owners princely dividends this year, and the usual 
tensive preparations are being made for a vigor 
prosecution next season. Chas. Ham and James D 
phrey, recently out from the Atlantic States, have 
chased the Scales Hotel, and under their able 
courteous supervision this house will offer superlol 
ducements to the traveling public, as well as local 
ders. The store of Pratt, Alley, and Company Is 
stocked with groceries for the winter trade. 80 
blacksmith shop resounds, day and nighl, with the ~ 
ring of the sledge and anvil; and such is the rush of ' 
that its energetic proprietor, Mr. Bond, has been obi 
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to employ an assistant to complete his contracts on time. the ground at that time. Mc Mahon, or Eureka, went out 
B. J. Sammons has removed his family from St. Louis to with his stock about a week ago. The different mining 
Scales where he is engaged in the sawmill business. Your 
ex-county Supt. of Schools, A. M. Phalin, Is teaching the 
Scales public school. Gibson's saloon and dancing hall 
are among the best in the county, and 'Pedro John' Is the 
ali-prevailing game, at which the lucky proprietor well
spring of as delicious lager as obtainable In the moun
tains. Between Scales and Mt. Pleasant, it Is not generally 
known that there Is a mammoth spruce tree, fourteen feet 
in diameter, and forty-five feet in circumference." 

Huge Douglas Fir Tree Near Scales - Photo about 1930 (See pg. 147) 

Courtesy: Mrs. Rita Royat 

A letter of the Scales correspondent VENUS, In 
December of 1880, contains the following news about the 
town; (M. M. 12-18-80): 

SCALES DIGGINGS, December 4th, 1880 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

J 

"Winter has once more wrapped our little town in its 
white mantle. The snow commenced to fall on the last 
night in November, and stili continues to fall, there being 
about 3 feet and a half on the ground at present, and by 
the looks of things we are likely to have as much more 
before the sun will be able to show his warm and genial 
face to us once more, which at this time of year Is doubly 
welcome. Election being over, everything goes on as 
usual. Considerable stock has been caught out in the 
storm. King and Company have about 100 head in the 
woods as yet, so heavy a storm having come rather 
unexpectedly to all parties. Ermatinger, Lewis, and 
Lawrence, and Decker went out with their stock the day 

claims around here are all In readiness for water whenever 
it starts. Business is as flourishing as can be expected at 
this time of the year. J. Dumphrey Is still proprerlator of 
the hotel, and always has plenty of good grub Oil hand. A. 
Sieves, our shoemaker~ Is stili able to furnish boots, 
shoes, and slippers on short notice, and cheap for cash. 
Charles Butterfield having purchased the old stand of 
Pratt, Alley, and Company, has got a large stock of goods 
on hand, which he deals out to the public at astonishing 
low prices. J. Gibson and J. Rutishauser stili deal out the 
frost these cold winter days, as the miners hug the stove 
and spin long yearns to pass the time. The Band Boys are 
progressing finely and are able to playa number of dance 
pieces already. There Is some talk of having a dance 
Christmas, but I suppose It depends on the weather. The 
Hoosier Ditch Company have been obliged to layover on 
account of the storm. J. Bean has recovered from the 
effects of having kicked a sharp pick with his bare foot. 

"Hoping you will give this a place In your worthy paper, 
I remain as ever." VENUS 

In September of 1881 the Brass Band of Howland Flat 
visited Scales, and with the Scales Brass Band, presented 
a concert. Here from a letter to the M.M. of 9-17-81 Is an 
account of the affair: 

SCALES SCALES DIGGINGS, Sept. 12th, 188~ 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"Our town presented a very live Iy appearance last 
Sunday, the people upon the streets reminding one very 
forcibly of the 'good old days of '49'. The occasion being a 
visit from the Howland Flat Brass Band to the Scales 
Brass Band. The Band, numbering 18 members, arrived 
about 11 o'clock In a large spring wagon drawn by six 
horses. They are all fine looking, gentlemenly young men 
and well dressed in a very becoming dark uniform, blue 
caps and red plumes. They were received by the members 
of the Scales Band who gave them a cordial welcome. 
After dinner the two Bands appeared In front of the hotel 
and discoursed some very fine music, playing alternately; 
after which they formed in a square and marched the 
length of main street to the time of 'Red, White and Blue', 
played by both Bands. This music made by a Band of 28 
pieces was the best ever heard In our town, and was so 
powerful that It could be heard for miles. At 4 o'clock the 
Howland Flat Band took their departure for home, in
tending to go via La Porte. They made many friends here 
by their gentlemanly behavior. It was handled by Its able 
and efficient teacher, Elias Squier of Gibsonville, while 
the Scales Band was In charge of its Bandmaster, Prof. 
Ganiard of Camptonville, who has had charge of It since 
its organization. Our Band Intends to return the com
pliment and visit Howland Flat some time before Winter 
sets in. It is worthy of remark right here, that arthough 
there was liquor in abundance to be had, not a drunken 
man was seen during the day, and both Bands have just 
reason to be proud of the manner In which the day passed 
off ." 

In 1883, the Scales Brass Band In addition to 
presenting a concert on the Fourth of July, organized a 
Grand Ball. The Band ranked with the best In the county. 

In the early 1880's S. Kingdon was managing the 
diggings at Poverty Hill. Ben Sammons had a sawmill at 
Scales in the 1870's and 1880's from which he supplied 
lumber not only to Scales and Poverty HIli, but also to 

J before yesterday, there being about two feet of snow on other towns of Northern Sierra County. The Messenger of 
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Sawmill, Believed to be Near Scales - Photo about 1920 Courtesy : Mrs. Sophie (Lass iat) Hil 

November of November 27th of 1880 had the following 

'
f 
r 
~ .. 
i
I '' ., ; 

:u'l'~··· 
'j ;.! . ; 
Ir 
:1 D. Moore of Port Wine, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fennlmol'L__ interesting item of news about his delivery of a load of Miss Lizzie Ross of Wyandotte, and Miss Anna Brown 
: ~ 	 lumber to Morristown ; "40,000 feet of lumber was hauled Scales, will start for Mohawk Valley on a fishing excusl 

from Ben Sammons' mill at Scales to Morristown on some time this week... . . Ham and Morse are laying Ir 
wagons. There was one eight and one six-mule team large stock of goods for winter. . .. . . At Sammons a 
employed. The teams passed over the wagon road to Adkinson's sawmill there are some nice sugar pine 10 
Fuller's Flat and then took to the bed of Big Canyon Creek six feet in diameter. The mill Is run most of the time." 
andwent up it for four miles. The accumulated tailings 

'I made this poss ible. Sammons and Company's sawmill IsI SCHOOL:running steadily to supply the constantly Increasing1~ 
demand for lumber. Scales Is a flourishing mountain town In 1866-67, Miss Maggie Skinner was the teacher1 

j and can boast of a brewery, hotel, store, blacksmith shop, tl1e public school at Scales in the Mt. Pleasant Schc 
1 saloon and butcher shop, all of which are doing a rushing District; in 1868-69, Miss Linkfleld was the teacher of f 
i business ." school ; and in 1878-79, Mr. A . M. Phalin was the teach 

In a column of mainly personal news of Scales In the Teachers of the Scales school for most of the yei 
M. M. of 8-29-85, there appeared the following items; " C. from 1885 through the 1921-22 school year wei 
H. Butterfield and P. J. Alley have sold their grocery and Henrietta E. Kingdon and Miss Ella Kelly, 1885-1 
general merchandise business to M. W. Ham and W. E. Henrietta Kingdon and Will Mc Intosh, 1886-87; M 
Morse. . .. . . . ..... .... .. . . .. ... . .... ... . ... ............ The Rock Kindon 1887-88 ; William Mc Intosh and Kate Finane 18 
Creek bridge, about a quarter of a mile below Scales, 89; Miss Kate Finane 1889-92; Alice Kingdon 1892-! 
needs new caps. The structure is 30 feet above the creek Belle Alexander 1898-1903; Jennie F Shafer and Ma 
and should be speedily repaired as it cannot long sustain Sheehan 1904-05 ; Mabel Sheehan and Beatrice Bla 
the heavy freight traffic over It. . . . . Mr. J . H . Gibson has more 1905-06; Beatrice Blackmore 1906-07; Beatr 
a nice croquet ground opposite his hotel, that is a source Blackmore and Effie C. Sheehan 1907-08; Effie Sheel 
of much amusement, especially for the juveniles, some of and Hallie Thomas 1908-09; Mae Carmichael and Jes 
whom are very good players. Miss Ella Kelly Is teaching Gray 1909-10; Mae Carmichael and Gene Hayes 1910

the public school with twenty-five scholars . . . .. The Gene Hayes and Nettie Vance 1911-12; Nettle Vance; 
business houses here are Gibscn's Hotel, saloon, and Mrs. Alice Brown 1912-13; Miss Alice Brown 1912
livery stable, Ham and Morse, general mechandlse, J. Miss Alice Brown 1913-22. Teaching at Poverty Hili 
Rutishauser's saloon and brewery, Sammons and 1885-86 were Henrietta Kingdon and Georgletta Congd 
Adkinson 's sawmill, and a shoe shop. . . . . Mr. and Mrs. and for the 1887-88 school year, the' latter was the teae! 
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Sierra County school records do not indicate any teachers 
of the school at Poverty Hill from 1888 on, so It Is sup
posed that the school was discontinued In that year. 

Among the pupils in the Scales school In 1886 were 
the following: Della Westall, Sam Westall, Lizzie Westall, 
Willie Tull, Eddie Tull, Leslie Livermore, Guy Livermore, 
Johnnie Lewis, Ella Bean, John Bean, Frank Bean, 
Lincoln Bean, Rhoda Bean, Annie Lewis, Olin Westall, 
Amanda Bean, Annie Lewis, Genia Kelly, Annie Brown, 
Ulysses Bean, James Lewis and Carl Ruet. Henrietta E. 
Kindon was the teacher. 

Old Building at Mt. Pleasant Ranch Near Scales - Photo 1976 

The following article from Scales, which appeared in 
the M. M. of January 14th of 1893, centers around a 
description of a Christmas Party, but included also is 
some general news . A recent storm had destroyed several 
bridges of the area: 

SCALES, January 1893 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"'t has been a long time since we gave you a call, so 
Xmas we ventured out of our hiding place, and made an 
attempt to collect a few items. Although the storm was 
exceedingly severe we were partly successful in our 
mission. We first stole a sight of the Christmas tree 
which was gotten up by the young and gay ladies of ou~ 
town. The tree was a decided success and was heavily 
laden with appropriate presents, such as jumping jacks, 
Jack's in the box, Snakes, etc.. After the distribution of 
the numerous and costly presents, the hall was cleared of 
the diamond dust and popcorn, and dancing ensued. 
Prof. Archie Greeley, formerly of Marysville, but now 
general superintendent of the Cleveland Mine, with his 
usual pomposity, came forward and acted as general 
manager, director, instructor, and caller. The dance was a 
decided sucess, we should judge, from the high praise of 
al.1 the children who attended. Dancing ceased at mid
night, there being no collection taken for the able 
musicians, for fear of exposing our prominent citizens (all 
dead broke). We wish ye, Mr. Editor, to know that the little 
town-of Scales ts not to be laid In the shade when it 
comes to getting up an enjoyable and harmonious en
tertainment. 

':B: ~. Brown Is still in the employ of the government 
offiCiatIng as U. S. mail carrier. He never fails to make his 
regular trips, even if it does take him two days and a 

night. Boys you should help Uncle Ben In time of bad 
weather and show your good will toward him, as he has 
shown his to the people of our town. Mont Brown received 
a very elegant and costly present In the shape of a 
drinking cup, but was vexed at the sender for neglecting 
to send the best part of the present; the sender being laid 
up with rheumatism, we should suggest that he be ex
cused if he did overlook the bottle. 

"We took a peek In Miss Brown's variety store, and 
there met the first surprise our town affords In the shape 
of presents, costly and grand, from gold watches down to 
Jack's in the box, the surprise consisted in a long ~trlng 
of jumping jacks, which It appears was attached to a 
small motor, the hideous beings officiating In the light 
fantastic toe. From here we slipped and seated ourselves 
behind the bar-room stove, and listened to the Interesting 
conversation until the small hours. Here we also heard the 
Cleveland superintendent speak of his masculine strength 
and his superior skill.He allows he is going into the wheat 
business and construct a Flour Millon Rock Creek, In 
which he will employ the town boys......... . 

"The recent :=;torm was somewhat heavier than any we 
have experienced for some time. The high wind mowed 
the high and beautiful timber as a farmer would his crop 
of hay. The water was astonishing to behold. All of the 
creeks and streams were swelled to their full capacity. It 
is reported that the following bridges were shipped down 
to the red dirters, not by man but by a freak of nature: 1. A 
portion of the St Louis bridge; 2. The county bridge 
between Scales and Brandy City." 

Old Home in Scales - Photo 1976 

DECORATION DAY OBSERVANCE: 

Ir, 1894 the people of Scales celebrated Decoration Day 
with a very fitting program. The children of the sChool, 
under the direction of their teacher, Miss Alice Kingdon 
assisted by members of the G. A. R., presented th~ 
following program at the Scales school : 

Song: .. . "Hail My Country" . .. School 

Remarks: .. . Origin of Decoration Day .. . Mr. L. J. 


Liverrrore 
Prayer: . . . Rev. Thomas Lewis 
Recitation: . . . "Driving Home the Cows" ... Willie Lewis 
Recitation and Song: . .. "Our Flag" .. . Rhoda Lewis and 

Primary Class. 
Flag Salute: ...... School 
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Reminiscences of the Battle of Franklin and Nashville . . . . 
Mr. B. H. Brown. 

Song: ... "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" .. .. School 
Recitation : .... "Sheridan's Ride" .... Willie Erwin 
Recitation: .. . . "Drafted" .. .. Laura Grant 
Song: .. . "Marching Through Georgia" .. .. Lulie Liver

more, Ernest Marvin, Charlie Brown, 
Willie Erwin , and Arthur Kingdon . 

Recitation: ... . "The Blue and the Gray" ... Frankie Grant 
Recitation: ... "Barbara Fritchle" ... Lulie Livermore 
Song : ... "Mt. Vernon Bells" ... Six Girls 
Recitation: .. . "Our Heroes" .... Morgan Bean 
Nine Quotations: .. . Nine Pupils 
Recitation: .... .. "Soldier Rest" ...... Charlie Brown 
Recitation: .. . "Decoration Day" .. .... Amanda Bean 
Song: .... "America" ..... School 

p. 317 
Song ...... "Children of the Union" .. .. School 
Composition .. .. "Big Trees of California" ..... Fidelia 

Edgar 
Recitation . .. .. "A Miner's Reverie" .... Elsie Marvin 
Composition .... "Yosemite Valley" ..... Nettle Bean 
Recitation .... " Barecola" .. .......... Frank Bean 
Song .......... "A Life on the Ocean Wave" .. .. School 

Reading .... .. .. "Fremont's Peak" ...... Fidelia Edgar 
Recitation ...... "What I Can Do" .. ...... Avery Sheehan 

Composition ...... "Forests of California" .... Frank Bean 
Recitation .... . "California Mine Own".. Chester Lewis 
Reading . .. ..... : . "Legends of the Yosemite" .. , Nettie Bean 

Recitation . .. ... "Days of Old" ...... . .... .. Clifford Lewis 

Compos it ion ...... "History of California" .... Laura Marvin 
Recitation ....... "California Poppies" ....... Nettie Bean 

Recitation .... ... "One Thing at a Time" ...... Etta Quock 

Song ..... .... ..... "The Com Song" ....... .. .. Schooi 

Quotat ions ... ...... Schooi 

Compos ition .. . .. ... "California's State Flower" .... Elsie 


Marvin 
Recitation .... .. .. . "Song of the Sierras" .. .. .. .. . Fidelia 


Edgar 
Composition .... .... "The Redwoods" ...... . Chester Lewis 
Reading .. .... .... "California, One and Indivisable" .... ... 

Elsie MarvIn 
Song ..... .... .. ... . "Our California Home" ........ . School 

After concluding the exercises, all marched to the 
little graveyard, where, after the Singing of "Nearer My 
God to Thee" by Mrs. Erwin, Miss Lena Scheffer and Miss 
Alice Kingdon, and a prayer by Rev. Thomas Lewis, the 
graves were decorated with beautiful flowers contributed 
by everyone, but especially by Mrs. Robeston of 
Strawberry Valley, Miss Minnie Onken of North Star, and 
Mrs. Ermatinger of Mt. Pleasant Ranch. 

"Thus in memory of the loved ones gone before, did 
our little populace observe the beautiful custom which 
gave to the 30th of May the title of Decoration Day." 

A. K. 

A FIRE: 

On January 5th of 1924, the hotel at Scales caught fire 
from an over-heated stove pipe and was destroyed. 
Despite all efforts to save the building it was a complete 
loss, as it burned for a considerable time inside the 
building before bursting through the roof and had too 
much of a start to be controlled. Most of the clothes and 
personal belongings of men staying in the hotel were iost. 

Fire lookout Station .at Poverty Hill - Photo anout 1928 

Courtesy: Angus and Ida James 

DREDGING AT POVERTY HILL IN THE 1940's: 

In the 1940's, a company named Poverty Hill, the 
property consisting of 1 ,100 acres. The gravel was first 
worked by hydraulicking, but In succeeding work a huge 
bucket dredge, having 82 buckets of 6 cubic feet capacity , 
was used, it working in a pond of one of the hydraulic 
pits. Huge carryalls , drawn by caterpillar tractors, were 
employed to strip about forty feet of overburden from the 
channel preparatory to the dredging. 

An art icle, which appeared in the Mountain Messenger 
of April 16th of 1870, by the correspondent ''Quicksilver'' , 
included the following about the Scales, Union HIli and 
Poverty Hill area : 

"I w i ll now go down to Scales Diggings (from Port 
Wine) as your special reporter, to look after 'Ringleader' 
and Mary Ann, your correspondents there. I had seen by 
their letters , that the people of Scales' Diggings had a fine 
time, and I must say I found the same verified, for as 
soon as I entered town I was at once Invited to a private 
party, and i must confess I enjoyed myself to my heart's 
content , notwithstanding my No. 16 boots. I cannot see 
why 'Ringieader' was complaining about the scarcity of 
ladies , for I had all the dancing I wanted, and sure enough 
another partner every set I danced. About Mary Ann's 
correspondence, I hardly know what to s'ay, knowing her 
no more than I do 'Ringleader' . At Council Hill are Messrs . 
Hughes, Howell, and Company, working with all 
Ingenuity the ir deep and rich diggings, trying to fill up 
Canyon Creek, and no doubt will after all make a big 
clean-up when water fails . I understand that Messrs. 
Boyce and Bro. are also piping very rich bottom dirt. The 
Sears Union Water Company are raising their shaft and 
stili have hard work to contend with. Henry King (or 
Kingdon) is supplying everybody with meat, and John 
Rut ishauser and Actman are furnishing as good lager as 
you can find anywhere. They have built and finished a fine 
town hall, and I understand that a Clam per's Lodge will 
soon be started there for the benefit of all bachelors . 
There are also two well stocked stores, a billiard saloon 
and three hotels, besides the large sawmill of Chandler 
and Company. 

" Everybody appears to be in good spirits. At Union Hill 
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The Ermatinger Ranch at Mr. Pleasant, Early 1900's Courtesy : Mrs. Rita Roya t 

Messrs. Miles, Evans, and Daniels are also doing well In 
tiir hydraulic diggings. They have ground to last them 
f' over fifty years to come. Messrs. Lafferty and Com
p."lY in Poverty HIli, I understand, sold about one-half of 
their claims and tunnel for $26,000, and are driving their 
t---,nel as fast as the muscles of six men and Giant powder 
v I let them. They are opening hundreds of rich claims, 
t. ..lir tun·nels coming in from Gold Run Ravine. While 
there, I also had the pleasure of seeing old 'Beeswax' 
(<>nother correspondent of the Mountain Messenger) 
I /king hale and hearty. I am glad to see that he Is doing 
\ II, for h Is wife has a boy or girl, I do not know which - It 
may be both. Turner and his young wife are as happy as 
larks. Kingdon and Bro. were piping, I suppose, very rich 
( t. They have also a good many claims for many years to 
( me, and ground supposed to be very rich . I was also In 
the great tunnel of Messrs. Westall, Bliss, Eberle, and 
Hughes, they having at present very hard work; but when 
. -ay get through with their tunnel, they will be well 

Narded,' for they have very rich dirt before them --- all 
they now want is plenty of fall. The Iowa Company, near 
Mt. Pleasant Ranch, have a 30-horse-power engine on the 
-ound, and will sink their shaft down to the bed-rock 

lout next May, expecting to open rich diggings. Their 
:,naft is nearly one hundred and sixty feet d~ep, and a 
tunnel of 1 ,360 feet in length Intersects said shaft for the 
. Jrpose of running the water from said shaft by pumping 

,e eater Into It. Ermantinger, of the Ranch, has Improved 
"Ie same to a great advantage. In coming ~ome this 
evening from Port Wine, we received the news that a man 
~d been found drowned in Canyon Creek below Craig's 

lat or the lower crossing, supposed to be Mr. Charles 
..ussel'." 

QUICKSILVER 

In the middle 1920's a company named the Associated 
ilines, incorporated, which was earlier the Blue Gravel 

Company, operating under a bond from the owners of a 
group of mines known as the Hardscrabble Group, which 
comprised the Hardscrabble, Poor Boy, Bella Unlon,Bon 
Ton, and several other claims on the ridge between Scales 
and Port Wine, ran a 2,500-foot tunnel. The claims took In 

, 
1,. 

about 14,000 feet of the channel existing there . 

BOWMAN SAWMILL NEAR SCALES: 

From 1947 Into the early 1950's, Walter and Clyde ",. . 
Bowman, brothers, set up a small sawmill a short 
distance south of the Ermatlnger Ranch and between that 
place and Canyon Creek and logged some of the timber : , 
land which had long been owned by members of the 
pioneer Westall family of the area. The mill, which was a 
diesel-powered circular-saw mill, was preliminarily 
assembled at the Bowman home at Loganville two miles 
west of Sierra City and then transported to the place of 
operation near Scales. Walter, prior to engaging In this 
lumber business, had worked at the Arizona Mine In the 
vicinity of the Cornish Ranch on the Henness Pass Road 
above Alleghany, and had served in the Air Forces 
Division of the Armed Services in World War II. The mill 
had a capacity of about 10,000 board feet per day, and 
there was a ready market forthe lumber produced. 

THE ERMATINGER RANCH AT MT. PLEASANT 

The author is indebted for much of the following in
formation about the Ermatlnger Ranch at Mt. Pleasant to 
Mrs. Rita Royat, nee Ermatinger, who lives near Dobbins 
in Yuba County, and to Fidelia Lawton, nee Edgar, of 
Bangor, also of Yuba County, who is a grand-daughter of 
John C. Ermatinger. (23) 

Before settling at Mr. Pleasant near Scales, a place 
which soon was to become as much known as "Er
matingers", John Casper Ermatlnger mined on the North 
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Home at Ermatinger Ranch - Photo, Early 1900's Courtesy Mrs. Hita Hoyat 

Courtesy: Mrs. Rita Royat Hay Wagon at Ermatinger Ranch - Photo, Early 1900's 

,
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Courtesy: Mrs . Rita RoyatHay Press at Ermatinger Ranch - Photo, Early 1900's 
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Yuba River from 1849 to 1851. In 1851 he made a trip to the 
Mid-West returning with 500 head of cattle and in that 
year opened a butcher shop in Goodyear s Bar. Flood 
waters of the North Yuba in the Fall of 1852 swept away 
his ship , sheds and corrals, letting the cattle loose on the 
surrounding mountains. To supply the needs of the town 
for meat he butchered the cattle where he found them, 
hung the sections of beef on the limbs of trees to cool 
overnight, and then brought the meat into Goodyears Bar. 

In August of 1859 Ermatinger purchased the Mt. 
Pleasant Ranch from Joachim Ouest. The ranch early 
became renowned for the quality of Its produce and for 
the care and industriousness with which Its work was 
performed. The Mountain Messenger of August 16th of 
1862 speaks of the ranch in the following fashion : "The 
Mount Pleasant Ranch is in a flourishing condition, the 
p.otatoes, cabbages, and other vegetables looking 
vigorous and fresh, as If the dry season did not prevail. 
The light frosts that have appeared of late have done no 
damage. The contrast between this and other ranches 
which we have seen In the mountains, with crops 
?v~rgrown with weeds and dried up for want of care and 
Irrigation, Is striking indeed, and it is plain to be seen how 
some men starve where others thrive. From what we have 
seen, we doubt if any class of labor In the mountains is 
more surely or largely remunerative, or more pleasant and 
healthy than ranching, when properly conducted. It Is a 
pleasant sight, especially In the country, to see a field 
flourishing with growing crops, while the sight of one 
neglected and grown to weeds ISequallydlsagreeable to 
the senses, and prompts a hasty conclusion In regard to 
the character of the owner. 

. "Another thing which we noticed In connection with 
thiS place is worthy of mention, and commends Itself to 
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general attention In this and neighboring counties. The 
various trails leading from here to other places are 
marked, where they fork, with the directions and 
distances; and the springs and watering places are 
furnished with a tin dish, a piece of earthenware, or some 
other vessel, for the convenience of travelers. Such little 
indications of care forthe comfort of strangers, are a sure 
prelude to hospitality and friendliness, wherever seen." 

The Messenger of November 16th of 1878, refers again 
to the wonderful and various crops grown on the ranch: 
'·C. Ermatinger, proprietor of the Mt. Pleasant Ranch, has 
had a very successful season this year, raising over fifteen 
thousand pounds of potatoes, some of them weighing 2Y. 
Ibs. a piece -- (largest, King William, Early Rose and 
Peach Blow) --- ; also a vast quantity of cabbages, turnips 
--- (some of which weigh as high as seventeen pounds, 
sweet and tender .as the smallest size) --; a fine crop of 
hay, besides some most delicious strawberries and 
raspberries, part of which he has canned and stored away 
amongst his winter provisions." 

And the following issues of the M. M. comment on the 
Ermatlnger Ranch: (7-6-72) "C. Ermatinger, of the Mt. 
Pleasant Ranch, Mt. Pleasam Ranch, has 1,800 cabbage 
plants under cultivation that now weigh five, and will soon 
be ten, eighteen, and twenty pounds. He will raise a crop 
of 15,000 pounds of all varieties of potatoes this year, 
besides a large number of Thanksgiving turkeys .. " 

A paragraph of news by the correspondent '0' In the M. 
M. of September 11 th of 1886, speaks briefly of Mr. Er
matinger's work of mining as well as his ranching: "Mr. 
and Mrs. Ermatinger continue to keep and run this 
beautiful and productive oasis in the woods. The hay crop 
this season amounted to about 30 tons, and his son 
(Orson),andtwo hired men are getting out 40,000 shakes. 
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Courtesy : Angus JamesErmatinger's Hall at Mt. Pleasant - Photo about 1928 

Ermatinger Hall at Mt. Pleasant Ranch - Photo, Early 1900'sCourtesy : Mrs. Rita Royat and Mr. & Mrs. Angus James 
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Last winter over $ 200 was cleaned up from the old tailings 
~of the Iowa shaft. There was a usual an abundance of fruit 

and vegetables, finest in the world ." 
Through the years produce of the Ranch, but prin

cipally potatoes and cabbage, was packed and sold to the 
- people of the settlments of the area, and to the mines. In 

the 1940's, cabbage and carrots especially, were marketed 
in Oroville by Orson Ermatinger, where the cabbage was 
advertised as "Ermatlnger's Mountain Cabbage." The 

- principal kind of potato raised on the Ranch was known as 
the"Blue Centennial", so named because of the dominant 
color of the skin. The potatoes had a mottled blue and 
white colored skin. About six acres of the land of the 

_ 	Ranch was cultivated, which included one acre of 
potatoes and a half acre of cabbage -- the greater part of 
the remaining acreage being devoted to hay for the stock 
of the Ranch. 

John C. Ermatinger went to La Porte from Goodyears 
Bar In the middle 1850's, and as noted, purchased the Mt. 
Pleasant Ranch In 1859. At La Porte he became the 
proprietor of a butcher shop. He was a master of the trade 

_ of butchering, and It Is said - knew how to make 240 kinds 
of sausage. 

Fidelia Lawton recalls the great Fourth of July 
Celebrations at Mt. Pleasant. The Day featured Horse 

_ 	Races on the track, a Brass Band Concert, and a Grand 
Ball . Refreshments for the Ball featured home-made Ice
cream made entirely from products of the Ranch, a large 
tureen of soup, and home-made cake, which was ar
tiscally decorated by Charlie Harvey who came from 

- Downieville to help with the preparations for the dinner. 
Mrs. Lawton remembers that on the occasion of one such 
celebration oflndependence Day, two Inches of snow fell, 
and that they picked strawberries for the dinner In the 

- midst of the storm, having to search for them underneath 
the snow. She also recalls the humorous nature of 
Chinamen Ah Toy and Wah Kee, one Instance of which 
was evident when they were haggling about the price of 

- chickens they were in the process of buying from Mrs. 
Ermatinger. 

Also notable about the Ermatlnger Ranch was the 
presence there of a large General Meeting and Dance Hall, 

- the lumber for the construction of which came from a 
Single huge sugar pine tree. It stood until the middle 
1940's. The dwelling house on the Ranch bu.rned In May of 
1903, but was immediately rebuilt. 

A· Frame Barn at Mt. Pleasant Ranch Near Scales - Photo 1976 
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Alongside the road and between Mt. Pleasant and 
Scales there existed until It was cut down In about 1949 
one of the largest trees of the region. It was a Douglas FI~ 
with a diameter at its base of about twelve feet. It had a 
pronounce.d taper and hence was not of great height, a 
feature which had been further reduced through having Its 
top damaged in its distant past. The great tree had 
become over-ripe and there existed the possibility of it 
falling or being shattered during a storm, so It was Judged 
best to cut It down. 

Following Is a description of an accident -- which 
happily did not result in serious Injury -- which involved 
Mr. Rutlshauser, a member of an early family of Port 
Wine, when he was engaged with Mr. Ermatlnger In 
driving some cattle across Slate Creek. The account Is 
from an issue of the Mountain Messenger of May 1869: 

"Messrs. Ermatlnger and Rutlshauser were lately 
driving some stock across Slate Creek, during the high 
water, when Mr. Rutishauser lost his balance and was 
carried down stream together with his mule, and lodged 
against a large log. At last he succeeded in getting on the 
log. With the help of Mr. Ermatinger he finally reached dry 
ground. He says: 'Water is very good for mining pur
poses, but he can't see any particular fun in sitting astride 
a teetering log In Slate Creek In water as cold as snow can 
make it' " 

THE ROSE RANCH 

Located about a mile and a half west of Scales Is the 
beautiful Rose Ranch, which since 1943 has been owned 
and cultivated and been the home of Mr. and Mrs. Forest 
Sheehan, where Mr. Sheehan was born, and where they 
raised their four children. 

The author Is indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Sheehan for the 
following information about the Ranch and the Sheehan 
family; 

The Rose Ranch, which Is the last of such small 
ranches of the Scales area, was named by Mr. Sheehan's 
mother, Anna Bean, because of the abundance of wild 
roses --- Rosa Gymnocarpa and Rosa Plsocarpa --- which 
were and continue to be there. 

It is believed that the Ranch was first settled In the 
early 1860's. In about 1880, Philander C. Bean, who was 
the grandfather of Mr. Sheehan, and who had been at 
Gardiner's Point -- a small mining settlement above Port 
Wine, and where Mr. Sheehan's mother was born --
purchased the Ranch from the Kingdon family, a 
prominent family of the Scales and Poverty Hill area. Mr. 
Bean made his living at the Ranch, seiling ranch products 
and by making shakes which he sold at from $ 5.00 to $ 
6.00 per thousand. He also sold spiling and square-set 
timbers, breastlng caps and foot blocks, all of which were 
used In the timbering of drift tunnels which were being 
run into the gravel of the ancient river channel existent In 
the Scales and Poverty Hili area. 

In the transfer of the land of the Ranch from the 
Kingdons in about 1880, only a squatter's title was 
received by Philander Bean, but later a homestead patent 
was granted to Mr. Bean. Upon Mr. Bean's death - he 
surviving his wife only a few months -- the place was sold 
to Lincoln Bean, a cousin of Mr. Sheehan's mother. 

Mr. and Mr. Sheehan bought the Ranch In 1942, and as 
Indicated above, have made It their home since that time 
being there also most of the winter times. There Mrs: 
Sheehan taught her and her neighbor's children through 
the grammar grades -- some of them going on to college. 
Several members of the Sheehan family are burled In a 
private cemetary on the ranch land. 

Mr. Sheehan's father, Robert, was born and raised at 
Oak Ranch, which is located on the east watershed of 
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Goodyears Creek below the diggings of the famous old 
mining settlement of Monte Cristo, and about five miles 
from Downieville via the Saddleback Mountain Road. 

Rose Ranch has been in continuous use through the 
years, and today the Sheehans produce and market 
raspberries, apples and potatoes. Some of the buildings 
of the Ranch are at least one hundred years old. It has one 
of the most beautiful settings of any ranch of Sierra 
County and for many years has been considered a show 
place, with names such as"Shangri La""Ind"Heaven"belng 
applied to It. 

How fine it is to think of Mr. and Mrs. Sheehan, 
owners and resident of the Ranch for so long, stili caring 
for it and its crops and making their living there. 

THE LEWIS-MARVIN RANCH AND THE UNION RANCH 

About a mile north of the Mt. Pleasant Ranch or Er
matingers', and about three miles northeast of Scales, 
was a ranch which from the 1870's and for many years was 
owned and operated by Thomas Lewis, and known as the 
Lewis Ranch. Mr. Lewis in the earlier 1870's had operated 
the Queen Gravel Mine near Port Wine. He then in the 
middle 1870's moved to this piece of ranch land near the 
Mt. Pleasant Ranch, where he cleared some additional 
land around the old ranch of Buchanan and Kinman. Here 
he built a residence, a large barn, and outbuildings. The 
frarr.ework of his home was transported from Port Wine. 
In 1878, news of his ranch stated that: "This year he has 
raised large crops .of potatoes, cabbage, turnips, and 
other vegetables, besides strawberries, red currants, and· 
cherries, which are easily grown here at this high altitude, 
4,725 feet, where the snow-fall last winter was five and a 
half feet. He also raised near a ton of Timothy hay. Mr. 
Lewis has just put through a good road. from the Iowa 
shaft, and next year, by more thoroughly manuring his 
land, he expects to at least treble its value." 

In 1886, Mr. Lewis was still operating the ranch. The 
Mountain Messenger of Sept. 18th of that year has the 
following reference to the ranch: "The Lewis Ranch 
consists of 160 acres, part of which is under cultivation. 
The barns are full of hay, cut this year. All varieties of 
vegetables are raised, besides strawberries, raspberries, 

red currants, and rhubarb. Mr. Lewis has three horses·. J. 
Marvin, son-in-law of Thos. Lewis, and family reside nea, 
the old homestead in a two-story residence built last Fall. 
The soil is very fertile, properly cared for, producing nice 
tender vegetables and fruits. Mr. and Mr. Thos.Lewi~ 
lately visited their son, James and his wife at Quincy, 
Plumas County. Grant and Jones of Brandy City are 
running a tunnel a mile above Lewis Ranch for gravel, ane 
are now in 70 feet --- soft picking rock. Pay is expected Or 
completion of the first hundred feet of the tunnel. W. J. 
and D. Lewis are doing the work ." 

THE UNION RANCH 

Near Strawberry Valley was the Union Ranch, which Ir 
the early 1860's was owned and operated by Mr. Beal 
Here he raised some of the finest Irish potatoes of c 
region extemely well fitted for the raising of fruits anc 
vegetables. A news item in the Mountain Messenger of 
November 29th of 1862, speaks of a giant radish grown 0f'1 
the ranch: "We have hanging up in our office (The OffiCE 
of the Messenger) as a specimen of mountain agriculture 
products, a monster radish, which weighs 23/4 pounds 
and which was raised on Mr. Beal's Union Ranch this side 
of Strawberry Valley. I t Is of the white variety. If any 0 1 

the cow counties can beat this radish we should like te 
hear of it." 

HARDSCRABBLE 

A small mining settlement with the name of Hard· 
scrabbte -::".." so named probably from ' a characteristic Of 
the gravel-ground, a layer of It being cement gravel, beln~ 
worked --- arose in the late 1850's about a mile and a hall 
from Poverty Hill. Here from the Mountain Messenger of 
June 28th of 1862, is some news of mining operations 
from a correspondent there: 

HARD SCRABBLE 

"This is the decidedly tough name of a mining district 
now springing into importance between the Mt. Pleasan1 
and Buchanan Ranches, at the head of Rock Creek, 1112 
miles from Poverty Hill. Turner and Company, whc 
commended prospecting over a year ago, have been 
working into pay dirt for the past four months, and now 
realize $ 4 a day to the hand. They are running a main 
tunnel with every prospect of reaching a good thing. There 
are three stockholders, and they own over 180 acres of the 
lead. The gold is of a pure quality, readily seiling at $ 
18.50. A handsome miner (for 'handsome Is as handsome 
does'), gave us a fine specimen from their claims, which 
we dropped (with a line) to one of the Messengers fair 
contributors. A Port Wine Company holds a large tract of 
ground between Turner and Company, and the M.T. 
Pleasant boys, containing several hundred acres. The 
claims have over '12 mile front, and extend from the face of 
the hill to the summit, a giadual ·slope of 3/4 of a mile. 
These Port Winers are running an Incline shaft and have 
already over 1,500 feet of lumber on the ground. Westall 
and Company have worked hydraulic diggings In front of 
Turner and Company's during the water season, making a 
very favorable run. So much for Hard Scrabble." 

Mary Erwin, who was the mother of William and 
Joseph Erwin, was the proprietor of a hotel at scales in 
the early 1900's. The family lived at both Scales and Union 
Hill, and William mined at Scales. 

Old Building on lewis Ranch near Scales - Photo 1976 
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Believed to be the First Automobile of Northern Sierra County, a 1911 Cadillac. In the Car: William l. Erwin, 
Mary Alexander Erwin and their Children, leland and Wilma. Photo about 1912, taken at Scales 

Courtesy : Mrs. Mildred Winstead 

FOOTNOTE 

(l3) The reader may have noticed that there have been 

references to two Mt. Pleasants. The one known as Mt. 

Pleasant, Mt . Pleasant Ranch or Ermatlnger's, and the one an 

account of which Is given in this Chapter, was about a mile 

above Scales. The second Mt. Pleasant was a smail set

tlement consisting probably of from four to six dwellings 

which existed on a small flat between Gibsonville and Whisky 

Diggings, and about a mile and a half northeast of Gib

sonville. 
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History of Brandy City 


The site of the once thriving mining community of 
I Brandy City, one of the earliest and greatest of the mining
II,. settlements of Sierra County based upon a massive 

hydraulic operation is located six miles from IndianI:'.L 
. Valley in a northeasterly direction. It lies on the ridge 

, ; between Cherokee Creek on its east and Canyon Creek on 
I;~ its west at an elevation of 4,000 feet. 
L~ The presence at the location of the settlement of part 

of the great rich ancient river channel that continues with 
interruptions through Scales where the river branches, 
with the fork on the west continuing north through La 
Porte, and the fork on the west going northeast through 
Howland Flat and then turning south in the direction of 
the Telegraph and Monte Cristo mines, accounted for the 
location and rapid growth of Brandy City. The direction of 
the flow of this ancient river was from the north in a 
general course west of south, to continue down beyond 
the town of Smartsville in Yuba County. This ancient river 
channel, it appears, forked at Brandy City, with its nor
therly branch having the course outlined above, and a 
northeasterly branch going up the ridge through Eureka, 
Craig's Flat and Morristown. 

There were two great hydraulic diggings at Brandy 
City, named the Lower and the Upper Diggings, each 
being about a third of a mile long and a quarter mile wide. 
The northern section of the Upper Diggings became 
known as the Windy Diggings, while the southern part 
was comprised mainly of the diggings of James Arnott. 
The work performed during the later history of Brandy City 
in the early 1900's when George F. Taylor was Superin
tendent, was principally done in the Upper Diggings. 

The Lower Diggings were divided into the Cortez, the 
Boyce, and the Portuguese. The Lower Diggings are 
located a few hundred yards southwest of the site of the 
town, and the Upper Diggings are about a quarter mile 
northwest of the site of the town . Young's Ravine, which 

I 

, is crossed on the road from the site of the mill of the 
Calida Lumber Company to Brandy City, runs northward 
Into the lower end of the Upper Diggings. A concrete 
culvert to carry the water of this ravine was bulit In 1966. 
The historic old cemetery of Brandy City lies a few 
hundred feet east of the site of the town . A number of the 
old headstones are stili to be seen. 

Placer mining activities at Brandy City began early In 
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the 1850's, either In 1851 or 1852. Its growth was ex 
ceedingly rapid -- like Monte Cristo and Eureka -- so the 
by the middle 1850's it was the principal center of thl 
mining-and business activity of a mining district whlcl 
extended for several miles up the ridge to Eureka, Craig': 
Flat, Mc Mahon's Ranch and Morristown. In 1854therl 

were about one hundred fifty miners at work In thl 
Diggings at Brandy City and the population of ~he tOWI 
numbered several hundred. Through the 1850's the tOWI 
continued to prosper, with new claims continuing to bl 
opened up and new businesses being established to tak! 
care of the growing population. By 1860 the town had I 

population of about five hundrE'd. 
The event of the 1850's which brought the greates 

attention to Brandy City was the Tevis-Lippincott due 
which took place near Brandy City, shortly after th! 
Fourth of July In 1855. 

THETEVIS-LiPPINcon DUEL 

In July of 1855 a tragic event place near Brandy Cit} 
just over the county line In Yuba County --- the Tevis
Lippincott duel. 

A Temperance Society had a short time before beln~ 
organized in Downieville and Miss Sarah Pellet, who waf 
very active I n the cause, was asked to deliver an addres~ 
at the Fourth of July Celebration, Robert Tevis, a youn, 
lawyer In his thirties and politically ambitious, was tc 
read the Declaration of Independence, but Insisted to thE 
Committee in charge of the Celebration that he be per 
mitted to make a few remarks following his reading -- c 
request which was not granted by the Committee 
However, when the program came to pass, Tevis enlargec 
upon his reading of the Declaration. 

An article In the Issue of THE SIERRA CITIZEN whlc! 
immediately followed the Independence Day observance 
criticized Tevis severely for his action. Dr. Lippincott, wh( 
it appears may have had political ambitions which madl 
him and Tevis political rivals, had submitted the article t( 
the paper. Tevis replied by placing a note in THE CITIZH 
which denounced Lippincott a "liar and a slanderer" 
These pronouncements led to arrangements being madl 
for a duel, the weapon to be double-barreled shotgun: 
loaded with one-ounce balls at forty yards. Plans for thl 
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duel were quietly made. Tevis and Lippincott, each with a 
second and a doctor, went on horseback to a place not far 
from Brandy City and the location of a track at which 
horse races were held. 

But meanwhile the Sheriff of Sierra County learned of 
the arrangements for the duel and with a posse quickly 
took after the Tevls--Lipplncott group. While 
arrangements at the plac~ of the duel were being com
pleted, the Sheriff and his men were seen approaching. 
Hurriedly the dueling group went the short distance on 
into Yuba County where the Sheriff was without 
jurisdiction. On a signal both fired, Tevis falling with the 
ball through his heart, while his shot just missed lip
pincott, clipping a bit of hair above an ear. 

Tevis was buried at the site of the duel, but the 
following day he was interred in the cemetery of 
Downieville, which at that time was located adjacently 
northeast of the present school building. Approval was 
given in 1876 by the County Board of Supervisors to mine 
the ground of this cemetery, after the removal of the 
remains of those burled there. At this time Tevis's 
remains were reinterred In a new cemetery, which had 
been established adjacently north of Zumwalt Flat at the 
northeastern end of Downieville. Later, Tevis's brother had 
the remains removed and burled elsewhere. 

Evidences of refreshing recreational activities during 
the period of the early history of Brandy City are revealed 
by the following quotations from THE SIERRA 
DEMOCRAT: 

July 3, 1858 : "There was a Grand Ball at Brandy City -
formerly known as Strychnine City -- on the evening of 
the 27th inst., given by the Canyon Creek Ditch Company 
and others, and you can bet it was a fine affair ...... . 
Eureka turned out about twenty in all, Including your 
humble servant. Seven of the ladles were taken to the Ball 
in a Concord A No.1 four-horse coach. The balances were 
carried on horse and mule flesh, and danced all night till 
broad day-light." 

August 7, 1858: 
PROPOSED MULE RACE 

"A mule race was on the tapis here (Eureka City) during 
the week, but after due consideration, was laid over until 
another day, when it is hoped the parties will come to 
time. The animals may be known as Vanaukln's B. H. 
'Bub', and the 'Sawmill Nag'. The distance was twelve 
miles --- from here to Brandy City -- over the wagon road; 
purse $ 100 --- approved paper." 

More anon. 
BOSWELL 

July 13, 1861 : "The people of Brandy City purchased In 
San Francisco a six-pounder cannon which was delivered 
at Camptonville. It was hauled by hand from there to 
Brandy City over a bad trail --- having to cross the Yuba In 
the trip." (24) 

THE FOURTH OF JULY IN BRANDY CITY IN 1861: 

The Fourth of July In 1861 was celebrated at Brandy 
City in good old-fashioned style. The program opened in 
the morning with a 34-gun salute, using a six-pounder 
cannon which had earlier been purchased In San Fran
cisco, and which had been hauled from Camptonville over 
the trail. In preparation for the occasion the town was 
beautifully decorated with "arches, arbors, flags, mot
toes, and devices." There was a procession in the mor
ning which marched to a grove near the town "where Mr. 

Sherman, assisted by Mr. Cole, conducted the services ." 
There were patriotiC selections by the choir; a reading of 
the Declaration of Independence by L. D. Adkinson; and 
then Alonzo Platt of Downieville delivered an oration. 
After the momlng exercises the crowd returned to town 
and had dinner at Jones' Hotel. 

The City Guards, under the command of Capt. Wells, 
was a feature of the procession. At night there was a 
display of fireworks, and the Celebration was capped by a 
Grand Ball. . . 

Another event, which was not exactly a part of the 
program of the Celebration, was a grand torch-light 
procession --- after the fireworks were over --- by the 
Ancient and Honorable Order of Sackers (E Clampus 
Vitus) in full dress and regalia, this latter consisting of a 
small-sized white sack and one pint of pulverized wheat In 
a small box. The Grand Master of the Order was carried In 
the procession on the Holy Chair. 

EARLY DITCHES AND SAWMILLS: 

The immensity of the diggings at Brandy City required 
a great amount of water for the huge monitors or 'pipes'. 
One of the earliest of the several ditches was the Mc 
Gowell Ditch, which was constructed in the early 1850's, 
and which obtained its water from Fiddle Creek east of 
Brandy City. This ditch later In the 1860's became known 
as the Arnott Ditch. The main supply of water for the 
diggings was supplied by a great ditch and flume about 
ten miles long, which took its water from Canyon Creek . 
This ditch was in existence by the late 1850's. It was 
known as the HOOSier Ditch In the middle 1860's, and later 
was referred to as the Brandy City Ditch. Iron rods, which 
supported a flume section of this water system, are stili to 
be seen where the flume edged Its way around a bluff of 
rock above Canyon Creek. 

An 1867 map by Crossman and Cochrane, which was 
prepared from surveys of I. E. James and I. G. Jones, 
County Surveyors, and O. S. Dodson, Deputy County 
Surveyor, indicates that there was a ditch lying between 
the Canyon Creek and Fiddle Creek ditches which had a 
course northeast from Brandy City along the south 
watershed of Canon Creek. Water for this ditch was 
obtained from the several ravines It crossed. A ditch from 
Cherokee Creek furnished water for the diggings at Grizzly 
Hill about a mile southeast of Brandy City. 

In early years a sawmill was built near the head of the 
Canyon Creek ditch with most of the lumber from the mill 
being used to build the flume part of the water system. 
Another sawmill In the vicinity of the town furnished most 
of the lumber for the buildings of the town. Later, In the 
early 1900's,- a new steam-powered mill was erected just 
above the junction of Little and Big Canyon Creeks, to 
furnish lumber for the reconstruction of the flume of the 
same water system. Water first came from Little Canyon 
Creek, but then a cribbed log dam was constructed across 
Big Canyon Creek. 

A log chute was built from the mill to the top of the 
ridge -- a distance of 1 ,800 feet --- and logs were let down 
the chute on a cable controlled by a donkey engine. It was 
usual to "dog" four logs together and then lower them In 
tandem fashion to the mill. James Dugan, who worked at 
this sawmill operation tending the spool of the donkey 
engine which directed the logs into the chute, recalled 
how, on occasion, some of the logs would break loose 
and hurtle down the chute and do considerable damage at 
the foot of the chute. Men going to work In the woods, or 
at the chute-loading station, rode a "boat" up the chute 
and returned down it at the end of the day's work. A 
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Men in "Boat" in Log Chute- The chute delivered logs to the sawmill 
near the head dam for the Brandy City flume and ditch. Among men 
in "Boat" are Jim Dugan and Duke dugan. - Photo about 1908 

Courtesy : Jim Dugan 

Courtesy : Genevieve T. Quinn 

Monitor at Work in Brandy City Ciggings - Photo 1912 

boarding house near the sawmill was erected so that the 
men did not have to return to Brandy City at the close of 
each day's work. The flume was one of the largest for any 
purpose In Sierra County, measuring 4 feet by 4 feet. 
Lumber from the mill was floated down the flume to the 
point of construction. 

A matter of political Interest was an address by Tirey 
L. Ford, who was -a prominent Sierra County attorney and 
a ,candidate for the office of District Attorney, to the 
people of Brandy City In October in 1888 on the subJect: 
"Reduction of Tariff or Protection to American Labor". 

It Is interesting to note that the hydraulic mines at 
Brandy City used pipe that was made at Camptonville by 
Everett and Me Lelland. This pipe was as large as 24 
Inches In diameter where It led from the reservoir, and 
narrowed to about 12 Inches at the monitor, where the 
water shot through a nozzle from 3 to 6 Inches In 
diameter. Some nozzles were adjustable, Qut In most 
cases the diameter was changed by replacing the one In 
use by another. The pipe was made of sheets of Iron 
which were roiled into a tubular form and then riveted. The 
sheet Iron for the construction of these hydraulic pipes 
came mostly from firms In San Francisco, one of them 
being the Union Iron Works. 

Contributing to the continuous growth of Brandy City 
was the moderate success met with In the discovery of 
lode mines In the area. Though the work of hydraullcklng 
continued to be the mainstay of the town, the discovery of 
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Courtesy: James L. Jackson Old Rooming House of the Brandy City Mine - about 1930 

Brandy City Sawmill - Was near the Junction of little and Big Canyon Creeks. Was operating in the 1890's and early 1900's 

Courtesy : Mrs. Jessie Modglin and Mrs. C.S. McKeown 
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Stage and Buggy in Front of Camptonville Hotel in 1890 Courtesy: Mrs. Harold Hallman 

quartz prospects served to help fill the gap created In the 
fall and winter when water became short Tor washing of 
gravel. Attesting to the Interest In quartz mining Is the 
fact that In June of 1863 the quartz miners of the area held 
a meeting at Brandy City at which boundaries of the 
district were determined and regulations adopted for the 
control of mining operations. (25) 

AN EARLY ROAD AND A PROPOSED ROAD: 

By the middle 1850's there was a wagon road from 
Brandy City to Eureka though the -town was connected 
with Camptonville and Indian Valley by only a mule trail. 
In the early 1860's there was a dally stage between Eureka 
and Marysville via Brandy City and Camptonville. The 
stage left Eureka at 3 o'clock in the morning and arrived In 
Marysville at 4 p.m. the same day. The fare forthe trip was 
$ 8.00. The trip was made In a wagon or coach from 
Eureka to Brandy City. There a change was made to horse 
or mule back and the descent made to the North Yuba 
where a crossing was made on a trail-bridge near the 
mouth of Cherokee Creek. The trail then led up the south 
watershed of the Yuba to Oak Ranch where it made 
connection with a road. "rhe balance of the way to 
Marysville was by wagon. 

In 1860 there was a proposal by a Company of nine 
men to construct a wagon road from Depot Hill to Indian 
Hill and Indian Valley, and then up the ridge between the 
North Yuba and Canyon Creek to Eureka North. A 
preliminary organizational meeting was held in Indian 

Valley In August of that year. The section of the proposed 
road from Depot Hill to Indian Valley was completed --- a 
bridge crOSSing the North Yuba at a point on the south 
bank of the river near the later-named Joseph Ponta 
Ranch. But the section from Indian Valley up the steep 
ridge to Brandy City was not completed at this time, and It 
was not until 1908 that such a road came to exist. 

In November of 1863 Brandy City underwent the 
scourge of a disastrous fire In which many of the 
buildings of the town were destroyed. The loss was 
estimated at between twenty and fifty thousand doilars. 
The fire broke out In Jones's Hotel. 

By the middle 1860's it was believed that most of the 
paying gravel of the channel had been worked. Some men 
turned to prospecting In the area for gold-bearing quartz 
ledges, while others left the diggings for other mines. 
MOUNTAIN MESSENGERS of June 1,1863 and August 8 
of 1864 report: "Parties have been prospecting the quartz 
ledges of this region. Brandy City is pretty well petered 
out In the diggings for this season and few miners have 
made anything. Cole and Stevens may be mentioned as an 
exception, having done remarkably well. Many men have 
left these diggins for other parts. "However, the decline 
proved to be only temporary, for by the late 1860's there 
were several Companies, Including Arnott and Company, 
Rensalalr and Company, Morgan, Cole and Stevens, Mark 
and Company, and the Butts Company, that were active. 
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER of May 25,1867, reported: 
"Everyone Is piping away In a lively manner making the 
best use of the water while It lasts. Van Rensalair and 
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Courtesy: Marcella Fischer PontaHydraulic Mining at Brandy City in the Early 1900's 

Co., Morgan, and Arnott and Co., are all actively at work 
and the prospects are flattering for good returns. II And the 
issue of March 16, 1868, says: "There are no Idle men at 
Brandy City of Indian Hill. There Is plenty of water at both 
places. Lots of water Is available for piping at Eureka and 
Morristown." 

Brandy City, like most of the other mining towns of 
the county, had early organized a brass band. Even in the 
winter, In the early years, communication was maintained 
with the people of neighboring settlements , such as 
Morristown, Craig's Flat, and Eureka. THE MOUNTAIN 
MESSENGER of March 14 of 1863, noted: "A party of 
ladles paid a snowshoe visit to Brandy City last week:" . .. 

In 1866, on petition of the citizens of the town, a school 
district was established and schooling changed from a 
private institution to a p.ublicone. 

The Report of J . Ross Brown of 1868, contains this 
significant note about Brandy City: "Brandy City Is the 
principal hydraulic camp of the country, using about 
3,000 Inches of water. There are twelve piping claims." The 
same Report gives a list of the more Important ditches 
then In use In Sierra County . Included are the following of 
the Brandy City region: 

Name of Ditch Source of Water Length In Miles 

The Arnott Ditch Fiddle Creek 7 
Grizzly Hili Cherokee Creek 2 
Hoosier Canyon Creek 11 

HUGE BLASTS: 

An event of a captivating nature took place In April of 
1874 when a huge blast of 450 kegs of powder was set off 
in the gravel bank being worked by Marks and Company. It 

was the greatest blast -- exceeding any previous blast t 
50 kegs --- that had been set ott In the Brandy CII 
diggings. Prior to the detonation, many of the people ( 
the town lined the banks of the diggings to witness tr 
explosion. 

To those readers who may be unacquainted wll 
hydraulic and ground sluicing operations, It should t 
mentioned that it is frequently necessary to loosen tt 
gravel by blasting so that the monitors used 
hydraulicklng, or the stream used In ground sluicing, cc 
better work the g ravel.. If the bank of the gravel of tI 
channel being worked Is high, the common procedure 
to run a small-bore tunnel into the bank at a low levE 
then run a short cross-cut tunnel at the end of the bor, 
prepare the powder charge In the cross-cut; seal t' 
tunnel; and then detonate. The result is a great 'heavll 
action' In which the great mass of overhead gravel Is 11ft, 
a short distance and thoroughly shaken . The chann' 
gravel Is thus loosened and made more adaptable to t 
washing and tearing action of the water. There Is VE 

little danger from blasts of such character hurli 
boulders, because of the depth at which the great char 
is placed . But there is danger from the poisonous ga~ 
formed by the combustion, being heavier than air, settli 
in pockets at some distances from the blast and C( 

stituting a hazard to men who may have taken Sl 
positions to be away from the blast. All blasts set off 
placer diggings were, of course, not of the magnitude 
the one just described, but when blasts of such greatnf 
were planned, wind conditions were taken Into accou 
and if the winds that prevailed were such as to carry 
gases in the direction of the nearby settlement, the bl 
was delayed. Furthermore, If the wind was away from 
settlement and conditions otherwise were favorable 
the blast, the direction of the wind was noted , and 

156 



1""""""'

Piping at Brandy City 

workers moved away from the location of the blast in a 
direction contrary to the direction of the wind. 

The above is relevant to a gigantic blast that was set 
off at Brandy City on December 24th of 1916, as a result of 
which four men were asphlxiated by poisonous fumes and 
smoke from the explosion. The dense gases drifted Into a 
part of the diggings where some of the men were, and 
they were overcome. It is a little realized fact that such 
gases act upon the human organism In a fatal or very
serious mannerin a very short time. James Dugan, an old-

Photo about 1910 Courtesy Mrs. John Martin 

time miner, described this disaster to the writer and said 
that the powder of the Great Blast was made up of ten 
tons of Judson (black powder), and one ton of 40 per cent 
gelatin of Hercules Powder -- a total of 22,000 pounds of 
powder! 

The men who lost their lives were: Ernest Godfrey, 
Jack Hayes, Mr. Sadler, and an Italian. 

A problem of most of the placer operations Is that of 
proving sufficient water for a continuous run through the 
year. Most of the placer mines could only work for from 

Brandy City . Diggings - Photos 1976 
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Courtesy: James l. JacksonOld Rooming House of the Brandy City Mine, about 1930 

Courtesy: Mrs. John Martin
Brandy City Hydraulic Diggings, about 1910 
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Flume and Trestle Across Little Canyon Creek Not Far Above the Union 
of This Creek with Big Canyon Creek 

Courtesy: Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

four to six months of the year, I.e., during the length of 
time the run-off from the rains and melting snows of the 
previous winter provided water. There were a few placer 
diggings which were fortunate enough, by reason of their 
location, to be able to obtain their water from a large 
stream, and so were able to operate for a longer time of 
the year. Thoughl Brandy City obtained water both from 
Canyon Creek and Fiddle Creek, both relatively good 
sources, stili there were several months of the year when 
the supply of water was insufficient to carry on mining 
activities at their full scale. 

In the Winter of 1879-80 considerable damage was 
done by slides to the ditch and flume of the Brandy City 
Mining Company, which took water from Canyon Creek, 
and much of the Summer of 1880 was employed In 
rebuilolng It. With the repair of this water supply, mining 
renewed with full vigor. THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER of 
March 5, 1881 ,reported : " At Brandy City things are 
flourishing as usual. The Arnott claim Is working a large 
force of men. The Brandy City claim, of which H. A. 
Lawrence is Superintendent, are working a full crew. 

"0. B. Andrews at Brandy City continues to run one of 
the best hotels in the mountains."THE SIERRA COUNTY 
TRIBUNE of April 12th of that year stated: "The Brandy 
City Company has sufficient water for all purposes, 
although the ground is not of the richest kind .. . . . The 
Arnott mine Is likewise being worked this season though 
the Company is under the necessity of purchasing water. 
The Grizzly Will mine, owned by the Sharpe Bros., Is now 
In a favorable condition for working, although water Is 
scarce with them this year." 

An article in the SIERRA COUNTY TRIBUNE of 
September 6, 1883, states that: "the first teams ever 
driven into Brandy City from the outside world" arrived In 
the town. The teams brought part of the machinery that 
was to be used In running the long drain tunnel at the 

Brandy City Mine, and It was stated that toey came In "by 
way of Morristown and Eureka and so on down the ridge 
to Brandy City." A news Item of February 24, 1884, states 
that the machinery"was hauled in over the rough roads by 
way of Grass Valley and Eureka .... " 

In August of 1883 a change was made In the rates of 
toll at the Cherokee Bridge which crossed the North Yuba 
near the mouth of the Creek of that name. The changes 
were: Horsemen $.30 (formerly $.75); pack animals $.25 
(same as before); cattle $.08 per head (formerly $.10; foot 
passengers, principally Chinamen, $.15 (formerly $.15); 
sheep per head $.05 (unchanged). 

In the Summer of 1883, the Brandy City Mining 
Company began the work of the construction of a 3,400 
foot sluice-tunnel that would drain the water from the 
diggings. It was estimated that it would take two years to 
run the tunnel. 

In early April of 1881, Alex Arnott, long a resident of 
Brandy City, was killed while blasting at his claim there. 
He and others were engaged In blasting boulders, when, 
after one charge had been placed, Arnott went only 
behind a clump of bushes to shield himself. The others, 
who had gotten behind a large log, advised him that he 
had better join them, but he replied that he felt that he 
was perfectly safe where he was. He did not appear after 
the explosion, and his companions went to where he had 
sought to protect himself from flying rocks and found him 
dead, with his head badly bruised and an arm and a leg 
broken, where rocks from the blast had hit him. He was 
burled at Camptonville, the services being conducted by 
the Order of F. AND A. M., of which he had long been a 
member. 

THE SIERRA COUNTY TRIBUNE of February 14 of 
1884, reported: "The Brandy City Min Ing Co. have made a 
short run, but owing to the scarcity of water, had to 
suspend operations. The machinery for running the drain 
tunnel, which was hauled in over the rough roads by way 
of Grass Valley and Eureka, Is In splendid order, running 
by water-power and doing good work." 

To try to improve mining operations, Gardnier and 
Company in 1883 built a new reservoir, the old one being 
too low to work their gravel successfully. In 1883 the 
citizens of the community were arguing the need for the 

Head Dam on Big Canyon Creek - The flume from this dam furnished 
water for the diggings at Brandy City. It was destroyed in a flood of 

1928. 
Cour t esy: Mrs. Jessie Modgl in 
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construction of a wagon road to Oak Valley, a distance of 
only four miles, but a tough four miles. They argued that 
such a road could be built for from four to five thousand 
dollars. The Brandy City Mining Co., through Mr. 
Lawrence as Superintendent, offered to donate $ 1,000 
towards the building of such a road by the county, and the 
people of the town offered to subscribe a similar amount. 
The people were hoping that the County Board of 
Supervisors would consider the matter at Its next 
meeting . 

ANTI·DEBRIS LEGISLATION: 

For many years preceding the 1880's, the farmers of 
the valleys and delta regions had been protesting the 
deposition of gravel tailings and silt In the beds of the 
streams, which deposition occured principally during the 
spring freshets. The building up of this debris, most of 
which came from the hydraulic operations of mines in the 
mountains and the deposition of tailings in the beds of 
the streams caused the streams to overflow their banks, 
and to deposit unwanted silt on the lands of the farmers. 
By the late 1870's and early 1880's the protests of the 
farmers had increased in Intensity. Then in 1884 an in
junction decree of a United States Circuit Court forbade 
injunctions put an end to certain hydraulic and sluicing 
mining operations until such time as studies could be 
made of the conditions, and plans developed whereby 
hydraulic mining could be carried on without injury to the 
lands of the farmers. Specifically, in 1884, a decree ·of 
Judge Sawyer of the United States Circuit Court, 
prevented the North Bloomfield Mining Company from 
discharging the debris from its hydraulic operations Into 
streams. 

In issuing this decree the Court reserved the power"to 

modify or suspend the injunction upon the defenda 
showing that conditions had been so changed that 
discharge of debris might be conducted so as not 
continue the nuisance complained of: that Is to ~ 
hydraulic mining was not declared to be illegal, but 
discharge of debris into the streams was forbidden . M 
after mine was closed by injunctions based upon 1 
deciSion, and the federal legislation passed In 1893 ~ 
Debris Commission Act or Caminetti Act) embodied 
principles declared by these injunctions, but enac 
more severe penalties for their non-observance." (26) 

In the above connection It is Interesting to note 1 
news item which appeared in the Sierra County Trlbunl 
August 17, 1883 : "There are signs of decadence on e'l 
hand as the effect of the debris injunctions. However 
Brandy City there is an unprecendented yield because 
injunction suits have given out for this side of that po 
i .e., Brandy City."And in the April 17, 1884 issue of 
same newspaper there occurs the following article wh 
was taken from the Marysville Appeal: "President Sexel 
the Anti-debris Association, has received a c( 
munication from Supt. Lawrence of the Brandy ( 
Hydraulic Mining Company in which he states that 
Company has closed operations and is disposed to 
law-abiding ." 

"Supt. Lawrence says that all the alluvial soil of 
claims has been worked off, and nothing remains but 
heavy material. The mine Is represented as being 
shallow to drift, and it is supposed that as It cannot 
worl5.eg under the hydraulic process It must be ab 
doned." However, work continued at Brandy ( 
through 1883, and well Into the year 1884, though c 
reduced level of activity, and work also continued on 
construction during the same period on the drain i 

sluice tunnel. 

Hydraulic Mining at Brandy City - about 1904 
Courtesy : Leslie D. Morrison 
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The Sierra County Tribunes of September 6, 1883, and 
~ebruary 24,1884, contain the following Interesting Items 

)f news: "A portion of the machinery to be used In 
. unnlng the tunnel at the Brandy City mine arrived at the 
place last Thursday. It was taken in on wagons by way of 

_ 'v1orristown and Eureka, and so on down the ridge to 
3randy City . These were the first teams that were ever 
Jrawn into that town from the outside world." And: "The 
Brandy City Mining Co. have made a short run, but owing 

-10 the scarcity of water, had to suspend operations ." . . . . 
'The machinery for running the drain tunnel is In splendid 
)rder, running by water power and doing good work." 

By the end of 1884, however, the full effect of the 
.-injunctions on hydrauliC min ing struck Brandy City. The 

rribunes of December 1, 1884, and September 17, 1887, 
Jive us this concise picture: "All are leaving Brandy City 
who can get away. Sawmills have shut down . Six ranches 

yholly dependent on mining are ruined. Most of the men 
Nho remain here are waiting to see If something can be 
ione to start up. This once prosperous camp Is now 
ruined. " And: "Jas. Arnott, an old citizen of Brandy City, 

_ has sold his entire interest In the mines at that place, and 
Nill soon remove to Oakland to reside permanently ." 

The work of prospecting for gold-bearing quartz veins 
(hat took place during the middle 1860's when Brandy City 
underwent a short decline because of the belief that the 

- Jay "streaks"in the great channel had given out had failed 
.0 disclose any ledges of wor1<able promise. Thus there 

were no opportunities for the miners who had wor1<ed in 
the placer diggings, to turn to lode mining. And so it 
came to be as a result of the closure of hydraulic 
operations that a community of several hundred, In a few 
months shrank to less than fifty. Some who remained 
mined on the extremely small scale that could be carried 
on without violat ing the injunction as individuals or 
partners , but this level of activity could not support a 
town. However, Brandy City was destined to flourish 
again, and the diggings once more were destined to yield 
their harvest of gold. 

By 1889 a Debris Commission, that was brought into 
existence by an Act of Congress, was af work on 
the problem of resolving the impasse between the miners 
and the farmers of the low country, and the Corps of 
United States Engineers was in the field making studies 
of the problem, and finally made the recommendation to 
Congress that dams be built at selected pOints on the 
streams, carrying the debris of the hydraulic workings to 
hold back the silt and fine gravel from making Its way into 
the valleys. The fight was at times a bitter one, with the 
miners, with reason, maintaining that the problem had a 
solution which could be effected with little difficulty , 
namely the aforesaid construction of retaining dams. 
Thus in 1889 an influencial miner named George W. Cox 
wrote the following on: "Mining Debris in California", 
which appeared in the Mountain Messenger of April 20 , 
1889: "We as miners know from practical experience that 

View of Brandy City Uiggings in 1912 Courtesy : Genevieve T . Qu inn 
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all material of a damaging quality or quantity can be 
impounded in the mountain canyons for all time, and by 
this means mining can be carried on with benefit to all 
and injury to none." 

To further their own interests in the work of bringing 
influence to bear to have the retaining dams built, a 
Miners' Association of Sierra County was organized at a 
meeting held at the Armory Hall in Downieville on March 
15,1892. Tirey L. Ford was Chairman of this Convention . 
Among the resolutions adopted were the following: 1. 
"That Congress be requested by this Convention, in 
passing any laws providing for methods of continuing 
hydraulic mining without injury to other interests, to 
embody in all such laws a proviso that no Chinese shall be 
employed on any work constructed in furtherance of the 
Government policy oron any mine which may be operated 
under protection of such work; and 2.: Resolved that it is 
the sense of this meeting that we enforce in this County 
the recommendation of the Executive Committee of the 
California Miners' Association to the effect that all 
hydraulic mining within this State be not resumed until 
the action of Congress in the matter of building 
retaining dams be known." Finally in March of 1893 the 
Caminetti Bill, which legalized hydraulic mining under 
certain fixed conditions, among which was the con
struction of retaining dams, after being modified by a 
Conference Committee, was adopted by both houses of 
Congress, and signed by the President. 

But recovery of the earlier activity and prosperity of the 
town did not follow immediately upon the passage of the 
law making hydra:Jfic mining a lawful enterprise, because 
the retaining dams had to be constructed, and it took 
time for people again to have their interest and faith 
awakened and restored in the productive potential of the 
diggings. So it was that the Fourth of July in 1893 was 
reported as "passing off very quietly here. The only thing 
that reminds us that it v'as the Fourth, was that a few of 
the principal business houses had the stars and stripes 
floating. Celebrations in Brandy City are things of the 
past. " 

But later in 1893 there were beginning to be a few 
signs -- though it was not until several years later that a 
substantial recovery was being made --- that conditions 
were beginning to improve, because at this time there is 
the note in the Mountain Messenger of November 4th of 
the year above that: "Wm. Shaughnessy of Downieville 
has taken the contract to deiiver logs at the Brandy City 
sawmill." --- a sign that lumber was being needed to 
repair houses, flumes, etc. The Mountain Messenger of 
July 6, 1895, gives us the following additional picture of 
the effect of the Anit-Debris Law and the beginnings of 
the recovery of prosperity: "Brandy City was one of the 
first places to suffer -from the restrictions placed upon 
hydraulic min ing. Before this Brandy City was illustrative 
of the benefit the working of one or two good mines are to 
a small community." The two largest mines were the 
Arnott and the Brandy City Mine. There were 40 to 75 men 
employed the year around." Good wages were paid and 
men with families were given the preference, the con
sequence being that the money distributed by these two 
mines made one of the most prosperous little villages in 
the county." 

"One of the companies has obtained a license from the 
Government to work its mine behind a brush dam, 
situated in an old pit made by former workings, and the 
preparations have brought to the place some of its old
time prosperity. About three miles above Brandy City 
considerable prospecting is gOing on, in the way of 
running tunnels to reach a channel supposed to be under 
the ridge. Gravei is known to exist and it is probabiy only 

a question of time when paying properties will be found . 
By the Summer of 1889, prospecting to uncover ne' 

pay streaks in the channel were being vigorously renewec 
and work was begun at the Monterey Mine with Jame 
Arnott, Jr., as Superintendent. And in September of th 
same year Charles Bracken and Louis Cortez wer 
cleaning up the Arnott drain tunnel so as to drain the lak 
that had formed at the head of the tunnel, as a preparat/o 
toward renewing work in the diggings. An item of intere( 
at this time was the visit of a group of tourists from th 
Hawaiian Isiands. The Mountain Messenger of July 1 
1899, has this news item: "A party of tourists from th 
Hawaiian Islands passed through here last week en rout 
to Eagleville, Plumas County. Owing to there being n 
bridge over Canyon Creek, they were obliged to go b 
Eureka." 

Recovery was steady though slow so that by 190 
prospecting had indicated new pay sections of th 
channel and there was the report that: "Brandy City has 
bright future before it. There is a revival of mining. Polle 
and Strandburg are working the newly-named 'Blue Lea 
of Sierra' mine. Eugene Covey has things ready to work ~ 
the Wiggle Waggle Mine. M. Cortez Sr. has a splend i 
piece of g round in the Sailor Boy Mine, and Dave William 
is taking out good pay from what is known as the Welc 
ground." Then in the Spring of 1907 the Brandy City Mint 
one of the iargest operations, and a mine that had bee 
idle for twelve years, was being reactivated, having bee 
granted a permit to renew hydraulicking by the Debri 
Commlsion. Jason B. Meek of Marysville was th 
Supertntendent at this .time and among the first wor 
contemplated was the construction of a wagon road fror 
Brandy City to connect with the road at Indian Valley. Th 
Mountain Messenger of November 16, 1907 and April 2£ 
1908, give us the following information about Brandy Cit 
at this time: "Brandy City, which has been a deserte 
village for many years, is about to be revived. The Brand 
City Mining Company is making preparations to resum 
the operation of the famous Brandy City Gravel Mine. "I 
is pianned to build a road from Brandy City to India 
Valley, and a bridge across the North Yuba at India 
Valley, and to rebuild the old Hoosier flume which too 
water from Canyon Creek to the mine, and to construct 
long drainage tunnel. And: "The road from Indian Valle 
to the mine is practically completed, and is also the twc 
mile road from Marvin's Ranch to Little Canyon Cree 
where the Company is planning to erect a sawmill." 

"The Company will build retaining dams In ac· 
cordance with places already approved by the U. S. Debri 
Commision. Geo. F. Taylor is the Superintendent i 
charge of the work, with Frank Strandberg as gener. 
foremen. And the latter issue had news to the effect that 
"The wagon road from Brandy City to Indian Valley ha 
been completed and also the bridge across the Nort 
Yuba is finished . The sawmill is now In operation and 
second sawmill at the head of the ditch is about to b 
built. Work will soon start on the construction of a ter 
mile flume leading from Canyon Creek to Brandy. It wi 
take about two million feet of lumber to build the flumE 
About 35 men are empioyed." 

In September of 1908 there were 65 men working at th 
Brandy City Mine under the Superintendency of George F 
Taylor. Work was being done at the head dam and part ( 
the nine-mile flume to take water from Little Canyo 
Creek until it had been compieted. Continuing th 
progressive outlook; in December of 1908 a three-stam 
mill, run by water power, was built for the purpose ( 
testing a method of processing the cemeted gravel. An 
in the Spring of 1909 the people "hoped to have a publi 
school district established here this summer so as th 
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Flume at Mammoth Bluff- This is part of the Brandy City Flume and 
Ditch which took water from Big Canyon Creek. 

Courtesy: Mrs. C.S. McKeown and Mrs. Jessie Modglin 

little ones can have a chance to go to school. This has 
been talked of for several months past." And so it was 
that Brandy City became again a thriving settlement, and 
the men working In the diggings approached the number 
of earlier, halcyon days. George F. Taylor continued for 
many years as Superintendent of the Brandy City Mining 
Company, and had Mr. Strandberg and Henry Spaulding 
as foremen. In the Summer of 1909 there were about one 
hundred men working for this Company, the work being 
divided between working in the diggings, at the sawmill, 
and on the flume. The August 27, 1910, Issue of THE 
MOUNTAIN MESSENGER tells us of this flume: "The 
flume from the Head Dam to Brandy City was completed 
last Monday, and piping at the mine has commenced. 
This flume is nine miles in length and will carry 2,000 
inches of water. This is the same flume that was formerly 
known as the Hoosier Flume and heads in Canyon Creek. 
The completion of the flume has been a long watched for 
event in Brandy City, and now insures the Company water 
for a continuous run. "The property Is owned by a San 
Francisco Company and is under the management of 
George F. Taylor as Superintendent and Henry Spaulding 
as foreman." 

Before this second era of prosperty for Brandy City, 
mines of the town had produced four million in gold from 
their beginning in the early 1850's. The operations of the 
latter period of the early 1900's added several hu ndreds of 
thousands more to this amount to give a total yield of 
approximately four and one half million dollars. In these 
later years of its history Brandy City possessed all of the 
ingredients to make it a balanced and thriving community, 
for supplementing the wealth in gold that came from its 
mines, there were business houses, ranches, churches, a 

Main Street of Brandy City in 1911, Left to Right: Office, Hotel, Schoolhouse in Center, Righthand 	Building Unknown 
Courtesy: Genevieve T. Quinn 
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school, and participation in recreational activities. As an 
example of the latter, an entertainment planned by Mrs. 
George F. Taylorand Mrs. P. O. Strandburg forthe benefit 
of the school was presented March 18th of 1911 : 

The correspondent to THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER 
reported that "it was generally agreed by the whole 
audience to be the best performance they had ever wit 
nessed." 

Following was the Program: 

Music by the Orchestra 
Song and Chorus --- Daisies Cannot Tell .,-- by the 


School. 

Under the Old Umbrella --- Muriel and Ronald Mac 


Donald. 

Instrumental Duet --- Mrs. and Miss Mac Donald. 

A Play in One Act : Mother Goose Comedy: 

Participating in the Play were: Grace Taylor, 
Lucene Hayes, Bert Mac Donald, Vernon Taylor, 
Donald Strandburg, John Mac Donald, and Robert 
Taylor. 

Instrumental Duet -- Jas. Gassl and A. Mangini 
Accompanist: Ruth Mac Donald 

Dance in Highland Costume --- Grace and Robert 
Taylor 
Vocal Solo --- by John Ranier. 

Comedy in One Act: "A Little Game with Fate." 

Cast: Helen Morton, Gene Hayes, Genevieve 
Knight, Rita Horwege, Alice Mac Donald, and Ruth 
Mac Donald . 

Song in Colonial Costume; --- "Take Your Hands 
Away" 

Lurene Hayes, Grace Taylor, Robert Taylor, and 
Donald Strandburg. 

Song: School Days --- by the Company 

Song: America --- Everybody. 

There Is little today, when one goes to the site of thE 
town, to foster the realization that In the early years of thE 
history of gold mining in Sierra County, and again sixt} 
years ago during the second period of its great activity, 
there existed a community of such size and Importance 
for there remains only a single deserted one-roorr 
building in a dilapidated condition, which, it is said, wa~ 
the Wells Fargo Express Office. Where once there werE 
beautiful orchards, now all one can see are a few applE 
trees with more dead limbs than live, with the spaces 
between overgrown with pine, fir, and cedar trees. The 
once beautiful locust trees now present a ragged ap
pearance. The view is one that brings to vivid con
sciousness a sense of the significance of time - an agenl 
that sometimes works inevitably to make for Improvemenl 
and amelioration, and at other times works inexorably to 
bring about decay. Stili, with the passing of the many 
once-prosperous mining towns of Sierra County and their 
reduction to ghost towns, th.ere Is the undeniable fact of 
what we may call their"objective Immortality" :that Is, the 
fact th1lC In a very profound sens"e, the glory and 
magnificence of their past history shaped In many 
necessary ways the history that was to follow. That which 
once was is never lost. 

Outing of a Group of Brandy City People on July 4th of 1911 
Courtesy: Mrs. John Martin 

164 



--
Brandy City were reactivated in the early 1900's, and 
improved some in the intervening years --- was realigned 
and reconstructed by the U. S. Forest Service and Sierra 
County. Logs were delivered to the" mill from the area of 
the ridge and Saddleback Mountain , and an extensive ~rea 
north of the mountain, with the lumber delivered by trucks 
to a finishing plant of the company at Auburn on State 
Highway 49. 

The Calida Lumber Company operated contlnuol,lsly 
with only one or two minor shutdowns until 1967, in 
which year sawing at the mill was discontinued and logs 
were processed at a new mill erected at Camptonville, 
with however, some of the logs for this latter mill con
tinuing to come from iogging operations in the region of 
the Brandy City--Eureka Ridge and the area north of 
Saddleback Mountain. Logging through the years was 
carried on a 'sustained yield' basis -- the objective being 
to not denude the forested areas, but instead make 
possible the existence of the industry for an extended 
period of time by not cutting more timber in a given period 
than grew in the same time. Through the many years of Its 
operat ion the Calida Lumber Company made a major 
contribution to the economic welfare of Downievnle, 
Sierra City, Goodyears Bar, Camptonville and Auburn, for 
many men from these towns were employed by the 
company. It, with the operation of the Brush Creek Mine 
near Goodyears Bar, accounted for a major fraction of the 
total wealth produced in the region of westem Sierra 
County for the years from the mid 1940's until 1967 . 

AI Fisher, Fred Baumhoff and J. R. Simplot were 
principal owners of the Cal.ida l,umber Company with 
George Duff, whose principal office was at Auburn, as 
General Manager. Calida was the largest sawmill 
operation ever to exist in western Sierra County, in terms 
of capital investment, number of men employed and 
production. The mill averaged between 90,000 and 
1000,000 board feet of lumber per 8-hour shift, with it 
operating two shifts from four to five mOrlths of each year 
during the summer and early fall. The mill had a 9-foot 
Band Mi ll (Band Saw) and a 7-foot Band resaw. Logs were 
delivered to and dumped into a pond irom which they 
were drawn up by a bull-chain to a landing at the entrance 
to the mill where an electric powered cut-off chain saw 
sawed the 32-foot logs into two sections of 16-feet each. 
The 9-foot Band Mill and log-carriage were powered by 
steam, which also generated electric entilrgy for powering 
the samller pieces of equipment of the mill. Later, 
electricity came to be more widely used throughout the 
mill. However, the Band Mill and carriage continued to be 
powered by steam, the fuel for the boilers being the 
sawdust and chips from the mill. In the early years of the 
operation of the plant, the green lumber was piled in a 
yard near the mill to dry before delivery to the finishing 
plant at Auburn , but when the Auburn Plant came to be 
equipped with dry kilns, the lumber from the mill was 
transported by trucks without having to wait for curing at 
the mill yard. 

It is estimated that through the twenty-two years of 
operation of the sawmill, that about 800,000,000 board 
feet of lumber was produced, which had an approximate 
retail value of $ 160,000,000. The company employed 
about 150 men, of which 50 worked in the mill and 100 in 
the woods. 

Some of the men employed by the company in the mill 
and shop were: 
Harold Hallman, Alivin·"Dutch" Patient, Superintendents 
Mill Wright, Milton Creviston 
Sawyers: Jack Glover, H. E. Collier 
Resaw Men: 'Bud' Harris, Bob Hayes, Mr. Klauss 
Shop: Charlie Ebbert, Vernon Huffman, Don Upchurch, 

James L. Jackson of Indian Valley described to the 
author an account that was related to him , how, before 
the road from Indian Valley to Brandy City was built in 
1907, and the only way from the vicinity of the North Yuba 
River from pOints west and south, was by the early trail 
that descended to the river from Oak Valley, crossed the 
Yuba near the mouth of Cherokee Creek, and then 
ascended the steep mountain side to Brandy City, a piano 
was taken to the town. It was lashed to a frame made of 
wood which rested upon the backs of two mules. 

Mr. Jackson in 1944 filed on several of the old mining 
ciaims of the Brandy City mines of the"lower diggings". 
Through the years since then several with mining in
tentions have been interested in working the old hydraulic 
diggings. 

CEMETERY SU RVEY: 

Miss Darlene Messner, who has made a very fine .and 
authoritat ive survey of fifty cemeteries and ind ividual 
graves encompassing entire Sierra County. Miss Messner 
plans to have her work published. The survey was begun 
as a project in a graduate geography field class at the 
University of San Francisco. She recorded about tow 
thousand graves having discernible markers, but there 
were about double that number with no markers of any 
kind . 

Brandy City Cemetery - Photo 1976 

THE CALIDA LUMBER COMPANY 

In 1944 a large-scale logging and sawmill operation 
was begun with the construction of a major sawmill on 
the ridge about two miles south of the old mining town of 
Brandy City by men from California and Idaho --- the 
company deriving its name of Calida from this fact. The 
company and the U. S. Forest Service constructed a main 
logging road up the ridge to the vicinity of Saddleback 
Mountain and built many branch roads into timbered 
areas from this main artery. That section of the early road 
from Brandy City to Indian Valley from the location of the 
new mill to Indian Valley --- which had been originally 
constructed in 1907, when the old hydraulic diggings of 
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Green Chian and Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 
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Logging Crew of Calida Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 
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Mill of the Calida Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 Courtesy : Harold Hallman 

Orville, Creviston, Levi Williams to the junction of the East branch of said creek; thence up 
Carriage Men: Gordon Tucker, R. Heldstab said branch to the Eureka Mining District; thence along 
Edgermen: Henry La Barr said Eureka District Line to the Brandy City road; thence 
Mill Carpenter: James L. Jackson on the summit to the place of beginning. 
Pond Men: Bob Pense, George Costa, Pat Conway, Bill 
Jeffrey, O. M . Lattin 
Deck Cut-Off Sawmen: Gunnar Wallstrom, Frank 
Trudgeon, "Bud" Harris 
Oiler: Elmer Christiansen 
General Relief Man: Bob Little 
Woods Bossess: Charlie Mc Kenzie, W. Fields, Don 
Minter 
Tail-Off Man: Sam Bekoff 
Woods Fire Control: Jim Dugan 
Fireman: H. H . Brown 

MINING LAWS OF THE JAYNESVILLE DISTRICT 

At a meeting of the miners of the Jaynesville Mining 
District, Sierra County, on Monday 20th of 1861, a 
committee on mining regulations consisting of John D. 
Jayne, P. Ketcham, and J. R. Mc Farlan, was appOinted 
and the following rules and by-laws were adopted: 
RESOLVED: That this district shall be known as 
Jaynesville Mining District, and bounded as follows : 
Commencing about one-half mile below Blake's wagon
road, where it intersects with the Brandy City road on the 
summit of the hill on said Brandy City road, near the 
headwaters of a certain ravine known as 'Pigs'; thence 
down said ravine to Canyon Creek; thence up said creek 

Old Office Building of the Calida Lumber Company, Now the Home 
of Cliff Laurent - Photo 1976 
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Superintendent, Foreman and Cook of Calida Lumber Company - Photo about 1950 by Philip Newberg Court esy: Harold Hallman 
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Watering Wagon of the Calida Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 
Courtesy : Harold Hall man 
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Piling Lumber in Yard of Calida Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 Courtesy : Harold Hallman 
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Lumber Carriers of Calida Lumber Company - Photo by Philip Newberg about 1950 
Court esy : Haro ld Hall man 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Article 1: a claim for mining purposes within this district 
shall be one hundred feet front to each man, and running 
in a northernly direction to the summit of the hill. 
Article 2: That no man within the bounds of this district 
shall hold more than one claim by location. 
Article 3:That each company within the bounds of this 
district shall perform actual labor upon such claims to the 
amount of one day's labor for each company, to be 
performed within -ten days from date, until such time as 
facilities can be afforded to work the same ad
vantageously with water brought by water companies. 
Article 4: The bounds of claims shall be established and 
defined by putting up good and substantial stakes at each 
corner, and recording the description of the lot in the 
booksoftheprecinct registry, and by putting up one notice 
on the front of a claim, signed by each person or In
dividual of a company, and the names of the several 

C -a. rn p-re Ii v~ ile ) 	 1905" , 
. 	. 

-	 -,-.. .~~ 
Wagon and Stage on Main Street of Camptonville in 1905 Courtesy: Mrs. Harold Hallman 

persons holding such claims shall be signed in the boo 
of registry. 
Article 5 :That in case of sickness no miner shall forfeit hi 
claim . 
Article 6: That a Recorder of this mining district shall b 
chosen, and shall be paid fifty cents for recording the titl. 
of each mining claim. The Recorder shall have tho 
custody of the books, laws and proceedings of thi 
mining district. 

On motion J. R. McFarlan was appointed Recorder fa 
this District. 

Moved that these laws and regulations be written in ; 
proper book by the Secretary as a book of registry. 

On motion Resolved: That the Secretary furnish thl 
Sierra Democrat with a copy of the proceedings of thi: 
meeting adjourned sine die . 

J. 	L. May, President 
J. 	R. McFARLAN, Secreta,) 

FOOTNOTES 

(24) 	 A cannon which was cast in 1863, and which was brought 
from Brandy City, is mounted at the entrance to Heston's (25) 
Indian Valley Outpost Store. The cannon was placed by the 
N. D. G. W., Naomi Parlor of Downieville on May 17th of 
1933. Since this cannon was cast In 1863 and the cannon (26) 

referred to was purchased in 1861, It appears that Brandy City 
had two cannons in her early history. It may have been that 
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the 1861 'Big Gun' blew up. 
Lying northeast of the Brandy City Mining District wa! 

the Jaynesville Mining District . The mining laws of this lattel 
district are entered at the end of this chapter. 

Placer Mining For Gold In California -- Bulletin No. 135 
issued by the State Division of Mines, San Francisco --- 1946. 
California State Printing Office. 



I 

L 


12 


Histories of Morristown, Craig's Flat 

and Me Mahon's Ranch 

Located on Morristown Ridge between Big Canyon 
and Little Canyon Creeks are the early great diggings of 
Morristown and Craig's Flat, the site of the town of the 
former being only a mile north of the site of the settlement 
of the latter. Giving rise to and supporting these early 
mining towns, both having their beginning in the early 
1850's, (with Morristown attaining the larger size, at its 
greatest probably having a population of about three 
hundred, and Craig's Flat about two hundred), were 
sections of the same channel of a huge ancient river, 
which had its course in a general north and south 
direction through the country. 

L 

As one today visits these diggings, there is astonish
ment at their extensiveness -- but especially those at 
Morristown --- and the amount of the acreage of the great 
channel, which was removed down to the bedrock to 
obtain the gold. The courses of the old drain ditches in 
the diggings, which lead down into the watershed of 
Canyon Creek, are readily discernible. In both old 
diggings there are piles of boulders, almost entirely 
quartz, left from the washing of the gravel, and at 
Morristown are stili to be seen many sections of the huge 
riveted sheet-iron pipe which carried water to the 'pipes' 

l or monitors --- now completely flattened by the ac
cumulated circumstances of the years since the time of 
their use, probably in the 1880's. 

The first miners to work the gravei at Craig's Fiat, as 
far as is known, were those making up the Buchannon 
Company, who it is said, discovered and worked the 
channel there in the Spring of 1850. This Company 
discontinued Its work in the fail of the year. The ground 
was then relocated by the Craig Brothers in January of 
1851, who worked it with rockers and small sluices until 
July when they left, at which time they thought that they 
had obtained just about all of the gold. Soon after the 
Craigs left, it was discovered that the flat was very rich --
the first workings, as later described, being in two ravines 
and on the side-hill of the flat. Ditches were constructed 
to bring water from Big Canyon and Little Canyon Creeks 
and contributory ravines to Craig's Flat and Morristown, 
and through the years hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of gold came from the diggings as giant monitors 
tc.re away at the great banks of gravel, with gravel being 
directed into great sluice boxes where the gold was 
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trapped in riffles. 
Here from the Mountain Echo of May 14th of 1853, in a 

letter by the correspondent J. C. B. of Craig's Flat, is a 
description of mining and activities at Craig's Flat at that 
very early time in its history. This article, and the one to 
follow, certainly are among the earliest accounts of the 
Craig's Flat and Morristown area to be found in print. The 
Editor of the Echo prefaces the letter with this statement: 
"We are indebted to our friend, Mr. W. Ward, for the 
following interesting letter (of J . C. B.) from Craig's. We 
shall be happy to hear from him often, as all com
munications about miners' doings are of great interest to 
the majority of our readers." 

It is of importance to note from this letter that the 
inital workings at Craig's Flat were in the two ravines from 
the flat, one leading down into Big Canyon Creek, and the 
other into Little Canyon Creek, and the side-hills of the 
flat. At this time, i.e . , May of 1853, the work of mining the 
flat had not yet begun in earnest, though a canal was 
being dug through the flat to drain away the tailings by 
the McHatton Company, which expected to start sluicing 
the "top off in a few days". The diggings referred to in the 
letter as being 'a mile above' were those of Morristown. 
Oscar O. Ball was Editor of the Mountain Echo at this 
time. 

CRAIG'S FLAT, May 11 th, 1853 
DEAR BALL : 

"As 'curio' has of late been somewhat remiss in 
posting you on our diggings, I have taken it upon myself 
to give you a few items. Since the last storm the ditches 
running into thse diggings have been full, and the miners, 
in consequence, (to judge from their pans of an evening), 
are doing a 'Custom House business'. The claims that are 
now being worked are paying from one to six oun?es to 
the sluice -- sometimes we hear of one paying as high as 
twelve to fourteen. The McHatton Ditching and Mining 
Company are now in full blast. They have severai sluices 
running which are paying them very well. The French 
Company are also prospering . These companies deser,e 
much credit for the enterprising spirit they have exhibited 
in getting water on their diggins, which without it would 
be valueless, but which now gives business to hundreds 



of miners, merchants, etc.. This flat, as you have been 
informed, is situated on the divide between the two 
Canyon Creeks. A ravine runs down from either side, one 
emptying into Big Canyon and the other Into Little

1 Canyon. These ravines are now being worked on either 
side up to the flat, when the bed rock pitches from all 
sides into the centre, forming a complete basin. The Mc 
Hatton Company are now engaged In cutting a canal from 
the west side through the rock for the purpose of draining 
this basin, which is supposed to be rich. They will 
commence sluicing the top off in a few days, and If the 
flat should pay as well as the side hills and ravines, this

l will be a place of considerable Importance. The gold Is 
fine and pays regularly. There are also diggins about a 
mile above, which are paying those who have water, very 
well. A ditch Is now being dug to carry water to them,

1 which will be completed as soon as possible. Upon the 
whole, I think this one of the best mining regions In this 
section of the State. 

"We had a sermon preached us some few weeks since 
by the Rev. Mr. Wilmot of the M. E. Church. He was 
listened to with the greatest attention, and we are looking 
anxiously for his return, for he is a gentleman well 

L 
I" 

calculated to make an impression In the mines, being 
perfectly at home under all circumstances. Success to his 
ministry. 

"As yet we have had no ladies in our place, and It Is to 
be regretted that such is the case, for nothing softens the

l dispositions of men like the presence of the fair. Yet, 
notwitAstanding, our citizens are sober and orderly ~ no 
gambling is going on at all. The merchants are doing a 
lively business, as well as the landlords. Indeed, 

~ . everything seems to be prosperous. There Is no political 

h 

L news of importance. The Democrats held a meeting some 
few days since, and appointed delegates to attend the 
Eureka Convention. The Whigs are not dead, but sleepeth. 
Yet they will awake and come forth when the tocsin 
sounds 'to arms'." 

I Yours truly, J. C. B . 

The following letter, also of J . C. B. , THE Craig's Flat 
correspondent, which appeared in the April 16th of 1853 
issue of the Mountain Echo, is of interest for its 
description of the settlement at this early time in its 
history, of two ditches which were supplying water to the 
diggings, and for the early display of the nation's flag: 

CRAIG'S DIGGINGS 
April 10, 1853 

MR. EDITOR: 
"In my last letter I promised to give you a description 

of Craig's diggings and its prospects. The place is 
beautifully located amid the streams of the mountains. Its 
most remarkable feature is an American Flag, elevated to 
the height of one hundred and fifty feet, erected by the 
miners in the centre of the Plaza; the neatness of its 
cabins and regularity of its buildings; its cold springs and 
shady pines, make it the most desirable place for the 
weary miner in the mountains. 

"There are two ditches running into the diggins. The 
French ditch runs twelve sluices and Mc Hatton's, fifteen. 
The former is fed by Little Canyon and covers Craig's, and 
is seven miles long. The latter is taken from a tributary of 
Big Canyon and covers three dry diggins, the first im
mediately below the head of Kelley's Ranch, the second 
five miles from the first called Morrison's diggings, and 
two miles furtheron to Craig's Flat, and when full will run 
sixty sluices ." 

Yours truly, J. C. B. 
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View of Part of Old Diggings at Craig's Flat - Photo 1970 

In June of 1858 a night watchman saw two Chinese 
the act of robbing a sluice at Morristown. One of the 
was caught, but the other managed to escape. It was fir 
proposed to hang him, but finally "fifty lashes we 
administered with a raw-hide on his bare back". He We 
taken in charge by the Morristown Constable and taken ' 
Downievilla and lodged in jail to await trial. 

With the coming of spring, and the availability of wat, 
for piping, the settlements, whose economy was foundE 
upon placer mining, were aroused from the slack montt 
of the late fali and winter. A correspondent to the Sier 
Democrat in the issue of May 31 of 1862 speaks of such e 
awakening at Morristown: 

"Our little mining town is once more beginning 
brighten up .. ... The American Company cleaned up f· 
the first time this season, 146 ounces. The Ravine ar 
H ig hland Ch ief averaged 100 ounces each for the pa 
three weeks, and the Pennsylvania 60 ounces. Scrlbn 
and Company's first clean-up yielded $ 4,000 ..... . 
Samuel Kistler, working on the brow with four me 
cleaned up 20 ounces last week ..... Saturday was a ga 
day in this place. Jacob Rogers retruned from a visit to tl 
East with a blushing bride. The Stars and Stripes were n 
up, amid the cheers of Roger's old friends. In the evenlr 
the boys serenaded the happy pair with such impromp 
musical apparatus as could be found ..... " 

Among the early mines operating at Morristown we 
the American Company, Union Company, Smith al 
Company, the Morristown Company, Highland Chi! 
Ottawa, Keavy, and Company, China Company, and tl 
Rough and Ready. The following article from tl 
December 6th of 1862 issue of the Mountain Messeng( 
speaks of these mines : "MINES AND MINING: Watl 
wa,ter, is the universal cry of the mining companies no' 
All are ready and waiting. The American Company ha 
procured additions to their iron pipe, and are in splend 
condition for working. One more season will probably 'I 
them out' of working through their present tunnels. Th· 
have a large one now in progress, which, per contract, 
to be completed in season for working one year from ne 
March. Smith and Company have the contract at $ 11,QI 
for 700 feet. Th is is the only hydraulic claim of any no 
that will be worked the coming season. The Uni( 
Company have a large pile of pay dirt out, and tI 
'shoemaker' says it will pay big, and who says he dOl 
know? The Highland Chief, Keavy and Company, Ottaw 



Scribner and Company, and the China Company, have 
good piles of the precious grit, and all that is wanted is a 
little water to separate the gold from the dirt. The Last 
Chance Company, who have been prospecting for two or 
three years, opened into gravel last week, and have good 
prospects ahead. The Morristown Company adjoining the 
above, are pushing their bed-rock tunnel ahead as fast as 
possible. As soon as the much needed element is ob
tained you shall be duly Informed of the proceeds. 

"A sad and painful accident occured at this mining 
camp Sunday, Nov. 30th. It occured in the Ottawa 
Company's drifting claims. Patrick Burns, a workman 
engaged in drifting, came to his death by having a piece of 
cemented gravel cave upon him. The roof of the breast, 
being very good, he worked quite a large space without 
timbering, and hence the consequences. He was a native 
of Louth County, Ireland, and 23 years of age ......... Of 
the. thirteen grown persons that are buried in the little 
graveyard just back of town, eight have lost their lives by 
accidents incident to mining . A sad death surely for the 
miner." . 

The greatest hydraulic mining operation at Morristown 
was that of the American Company, which also worked 
the channel at Craig's Flat. During the later stage of its 
operations this company completed the construction of 
another ditch to th is latter place in December of 1880. The 
company had a long period of operation, extending from 
1852 into the 1880's, during which period it produced, 
according to one estimate, about one million dollars 
worth of gold. A paragraph in The Weekly Stanadard of 
September 17th of 1864 notes that: "The American 
Company at this place (Morristown), are laying 20-inch 
pipe (the largest in the county), which they intend to use 
to convey water from their ditch to the diggings. The latter 

View of Part of Old Diggings at ' Morristown - Photo 1970 

are open and In good shape, and only require the 
assistance of the winter accompanyments to make them 
highly remunerative. They have a water wheel erected to 
work the derrick, and, from the size of the conducting 
pipe can work six streams upon the bank." The original 
ditch built by this company from Canyon Creek in the 
early 1860's was enlarged in 1875 to provide water suf
ficient to operate as many as six monitors pouring forth 
watE\r at the same time. This ditch was so large that Its 
remains are still clearly evident, and of a width that still 
today parts of it appear as wide as a roadway. In 1877 
there were 20 miles of ditches delivering water to the 

diggings. 
Another company which had claims at Morristown and 

also at La Porte in the 1870's and 1880's was the Gold 
Gravel Hydraulic Mining Company of which Geroge Swan 
was Superintendent. To better coordinate these mining 
interests at both places, Swan was giving consideration in 
1881 to the build ing of a road from Canyon Creek to 
Morristown and Craig's Flat, and then to connecting this 
section with another section of the road which would join 
the road to La Porte . James Alexander, who in the late 
1860's h·ad mining interests at Morristown and a store, 
reported to the Mountain Messenger of March 16th of · 
1867 that "four feet of snow fell in Morristown in twenty
four hours." 

The following letter of the Morristown correspondent 
"Prospector': which appeared in the Mountain Messenger 
of 7-19-62, tells us briefly of mining at Morristown and 
Craig's Flat and on Canyon Creek: 

EDDITOR MESSENGER: 
"The mining interest has presented a brighter aspect 

up to the present week than for some time previous. The 
American Company have struck a rich lead, which is 
paying thirty dollars perday to the hand. This company's 
claim, under the judicious management of its able 
foreman, L. E. Benson, has paid largely for several years, 
and now, with their improven facilities for working, they 
will undoubtedly receive a much larger dividend than 
heretofore. The last few days have witnessed quite a 
display of nuggets, taken out within a short time. Among 
these is one taken out by Jimmy Grist and Company, 
worth over twenty dollars . The boys at Craig's picked up 
another small specimen worth $ 25. On Canyon Creek 
several companies are making money enough to sati:;fy 
even an old forty-n iner. Among these are Harkless and 
Buck, who have picked up several chunks worth from ten 
to thirty dollars respectively. A company of Portuguese, 
in an adjoining claim, are clearing an ounce per day 
apiece. So, notwithstanding the backwardness of the 
season, we shall be able to furnish our usual supply of the 
circulating medium. 

"A young man by the name of Thomas Adams, a native 
of Wales, aged about 25 years, died here suddenly on the 
19th of June. He was stopping temporarily with some 
friends, when he was taken suddenly ill in the shape of an 
apoplectic attack, which terminated his existence within 
36 hours." PROSPECTOR 

DISASTROUS FIRE OF 1862: 

On Juiy 29th of 1862 Morristown suffered almost 
complete destruction by fire. Following is a description of 
this great fire as given in the Mountain Messe~ger of 
August 2nd of the year: -- . 

Morristown, July 29th, 1862 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"One of the most destructive fires, in comparison to 

the size of the place, that ever took place in the moun
tains, occured here this morning. It originated at Mrs. 
Maggie Inca's boarding house, and undoubtedly from a 
candle left burning on retiring. She and the boarders 
escaped with hardly clothing enough to cover them. Some 
dastardly rascal stole four hundred dollars in coin that she 
had in the pocket of a dress which was thrown from a 
window. The fire caught the house of E. W. Dolley, who 
lost everything he ~ad in the house. He also lost two 
valuable horses that were in a stable adjoining his house. 
Next, the hotel and store of Thomas Smith took fire. He 
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had a large amount of gold dust and coin which were in a 

safe, and are, of course, all right. ...... .. From here the fire 

spread upon both sides of the narrow main street of the 

town, taking everything in its course. There is not a hotel, 

store, boarding house, or saloon left . The Union, Ravine, 

and Highland Chief mining companies lost their timbers, 

dump houses, shops, tools, etc . . ...... Thomas Smith, 

Alexander and Company and O. B. Dolley and Bro. had 

fire-proof cellars, and what goods they had in them are 


I coming out in good order. 
,i 

"The burnt district covers the whole of the main part of 


the town, what there is remaining being scattered around 

upon the outskirts. The town will probably be rebuilt as 

rapidly as possible, but necessarily slowly, on account of 

the scarcity of lumber, as the only mill in town is 


.~ i destroyed. " 

j-:: r 
L 1 :_ The total loss was put at $ 52,890 with only $ 4,500 


I being insured. 

Prior to this great fire there were the following
I 

businesses in Morristown, all of which were destroyed : r Thomas Smith ..... Hotel, Store and Saloon 
J. E. Rogers ....... Ambrotype fixtures, etc. 

O. B. Dolley and Bros .... Store and Saloon Commemorative Stone at the Old Morristown Cemetery - Photo 1S 

II , E. P. Rines ........ Liquors
I.L D. W. Rogers ....... Butcher Shop retarded building this season, and the construction 
I number of houses has been deferred to next year. Alexander and Company ... . Saloon 

impression which has obtained that this and some 0H. Johnson .......... Saloon 

mining camps in this part of the county were getII,; i Fister and Hersom ..... Livery Stable 

Jt, played out, is entirely erroneous. More work will be cTQe Brooklyn Hotel 
1 i henrirrthe approaching seasons than has been perton M Mc Arthur ............ Blacksmith Shop
i for several years past. There are six tunnels now payE. Shrader ............. Shoe Shop 


t; 
 ave rag i ng not I ess than $ 8 or $ 10 a day to the hand.
W. Walker ............. Store and Express Office 

or two of the companies have averaged the past seasol o. S. Burnham .... .. . . .. Store, Drugs and Medicines, 

ounce a day to the hand. A few have ground suff lcierand Express Office 
work only two or three years, but most companies tAmerican Mining Company ... Steam Mill, Hose 
enough to last six or eight seasons."House, Shops, Lumber, etc. 

In 1862 the Rough and Ready Company obtalne< Union Company . .. Timbers, Dump House, Shop and ....... ' 
 ounces of lead when it refined the smaller particle:Tools. 
gold which had been collected by mercury. The follo~Ravine Company . .. same as above 
article from the M. M. of 6-21-62 reports the event: 

! . Highland Chief Company . . . same as above It· : 

The following lost their homes in the conflagration: L. Morristown, 
E. Benson, E. W. Dolley, Maggie Lucas, J . Gaffney, Ed 
Johnson, Linus Dolley, P. C. Mc Fadden, C. Coakley, ED. MESSENGER: 
David Campbell, Joseph Gilbride, Peter Kelley, C. Mc "Matters remain about as usual over In this cornE 
Closkey, Paine and Willard, Thos. Edwards, J. R. Rogers, Uncle Sam's potato patch, and the diggings continu 
James Ward, John Mc Devit, Richard Williams, W. P. pay the same. The Rough and Ready Company t 
Jones, C. Mc Claughlin, J. E. Rogers, F. Mc Swiggen, struck the tallest kind of a lead mine In their claims, ' 
Robert Campbell, and D. W. Rogers. which they are as delighted as was the man who won 

Morristown made a gallant recovery from this elephant. From 200 ounces of amalgam they rece 
disastrous fire, but it appears that the town.never did again obtained 25 ounces of lead of the very best quality. 1 
achieve its earlier size, as this article which appeared in expect to obtain enough at their next clean-up to SUI 

the M. M. of 11-1-1862, attests: the California Volunteers with bullets for ten years. 
"This place is rising from the ashes of the late fire, and lead appears to be of splendid quality and uncomr 

several buildings on the street are about being occupied. fineness. Some narrow-minded, parsimonious < 
Tom Smith has a new fire-proof store, one of the best of insinuates that fruit cans and China tea covers Cf 
its size in the mountains. The stone for this building was account for the mine, but this idea is Indignantly repE 
hauled from 'Solomon's Temple', a peak situated on the by the company. We have been favored the past week' 
ridge towards Poker Flat, about three miles distant. The a visit from a Salmon River adventurer who pronour 
'Temple' is a curiosity of itself, the stone being regular In that country an unmitigated humbug . He says there 
its formation, much of it bearing the appearance of having some rich claims, which are confined to a very Sl 

already been prepared for building purposes. Mr. Smith extent of territory, and outside of these the country I 
has also a fine hotel nearly completed , and will give his free from gold as the pockets of those who are retun 
friends and the public a 'warming ball' next Friday from there. He brings news that C. W. Gray, a for 
evening, on opening his house to custom. James resident of this place, had his feet badly frozen, as ' 
Alexander has a fine saloon nearly finished and will open had several others in the same company. Such has I: 
it in a few days. Wm. Walker has got Into his new office the fate of many a gold-seeker." 
with the express business, and an assortment of fruit, PROSPECTOR 
cigars, and confectionery. A new butcher shop is ap

proaching completion. The scarcity of lumber has In 1863 a clean-up of amalgam by the Union Com~ 
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at Morristown resulted in the discovery that much of It 
was lead or solder. The following article from the M. M. of 

~ I 

5-16-63 gives an expanatlon of the occurrence of the 
solder. This, then, was also the reason why lead was 
earlier recovered by the Rough and Ready Company. 

Morristown 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

............ I hear of no big strikes being made of late, with 
one exception. The Union Mining Company, while 
sluicing top dirt a few days ago, struck It big. In two 
weeks run they cleaned up a common amalgam pan two 
thirds full of as nice looking amalgam as ever was seen. 
Nice looking specimens of from five totwentydoliars each 
were abundant. One of the company, on vle.wlng said pan, 
was highly elated; swinging his hat above his head he 
exclaimed: 'We've struck It at last.' But, alas for human 
expectations, a generous supply of nitric acid upon the 
amalgam reduced it down to a few hundred dollars. It was 
ascertained that some tin-faced tinker had been burning 
cans upon their ground to obtain solder for his business, 
and did not gather it up very clean. But, without jesting, 
their claim is paying very well, probably better t han any on 
the hill. In cleaning bottom they average twenty dollars to 
the man. The American Company are now working a full 
complem~nt of men, but have not as yet made any clean
up. Their new slucing tunnel is fast pushing on to 
completion, and will be in readiness against another 
season's work. The remaining companies all mine by 
drifting and are paying as well as usual. By way of 
diversion, we came very near having a duel In town last 
week, but owing to the unwillingness of gent No.1 to kill 
gent No.2 for so small a matter as it was, the affair was 
postponed. The trouble was brought on about a game of 
cards and was caused by the unwarranted Interference of 
Thomas Ginn, Esq., more familiarly known as 'Old Tom'." 

MAJOR 

Following are excerpts from articles and letters, which 
appeared In issues of the Mountain Messenger of 2-7-63, 
6-27-63, 9-24-64, and 5-13-65, which give Information 
about mining, mainly the work of the American Company, 
and an account of a planned match snowshoe race. The 
reference to a snowshoe jump of 150 feet 1 Yo inches was 
corrected in an Issue of the M. M. to a distance of about 
25 feet. 

Morristown 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
............ A snowshoe race, in expectation, will un

doubtedly displace the 'ennui', anderelongbruised shins, 
sprained ankles, and scratched faces, will require all the 
attention of those that are not in the above condition. The 
champions are already fitting for the eventful occasion. 
The usual amount of chafing, long walks, dieting, etc., as 
also the regular practice upon the shoes. Both parties 
have Slightly injured themselves since the last training 
cO~~enced. Benson, in practicing the feat of leap-frog, 
as It IS called, (viz: riding down a steep hili on his shoes, 
~nd jumping a log or a ditch near the foot of the hili), 
InJu~ed the small of his back, and he being a man of 
family, it is feared that he will not be In prime shape for 
the race. In the leap he eclipsed the great racer, Jackson 
gf Cold Canyon, jumping 150 feet 1 Yo Inches, thereby 
eatin~ him 1 Yo inches. Dolley, his competitor, In en

deavonng to strengthen the muscles of his legs by 

standing on one and shaking the other, contracted the 
cords of his permanent leg to such a degree that It Is 
partially stiff. The referee has, however, decided that both 
remaining in the same condition, the race will come off as 
advertised. The belt to be awarded the winner of the race 
is being manufactured at 'Deadwood'. The design and 
execution is said to be beyond comparison. The Biblical 
legend of: 'The race is not to the swift' is represented in 
characters upon the front. The button of the buckle was 
manufactured to order at San Francisco by the California 
Leaf Lard Company. A more complete description will be 
given as soon as It Is exposed to the view of the public. As 
the 'Major' is the person designated to make the 
presentation speech, you shall be advised of the whole 
proceedings In due season." 

MAJOR 

M. M. 6-27-63: "This season the American Company are 
pretty much out of fall. Their bed-rock tunnel will be 
finished next season, when they will resume operations 
on a more extensive scale. Drifting diggings, though 
paying wages, are not yet doing as well as last year. There 
are not near as many men in town, and things look quiet. 
Walker and Company's diggings at Craig's Flat have done 
well, but the water Is failing fast. The trail from La Porte to 
this place and beyond has been much improved siQce last 
season to the comfort and convenience of the traveling 
community." 
M. M. 9-24-64: "The American Company are getting into 
the best possible condition for operations whenever water 
shall come. They are running a deep bed-rock sluicing 
tunnel and laying down a long 15-inch hydraulic pipe, 
which will have, we judge, a little over one hundred feet 
fall. This company will comprise most of the mining 
operations at this place for the future." 
M. M. 5-13-65: "The American Company have six or eight 
pipes playing and will do a tremendous season's work. 
Their water coing from the highest snow region will give 
them a long season. Mr. Perkins showed us about the 
diggings, which appear to be about as big as the country 
affords. The news of sixty pounds of amalgam was rather 
large, and in fact the truth was big enough without 
enlarging upon. The company are working a large number 
of men." 

Following are excerpts from a letter to the M. M. in 
July of 1871 by a Morristown correspondent signing 
himself 'D': 

" ...... Visted the school house after suppper and 
watched old and young folks skate. The public school is 
taught by Miss Dodson of Downieville, with whom the 
community Is very much pleased. 

"Mining interest are flourishing. The Galena hydraulic 
claim owned by R. H. Williams, Wm. Perkins, J. Doherty, 
and D. Campbell, was opened this season after being 
unworked for eleven years, and now is paying some 
dlv!dends over wages. The ditch will be extended this 
Summer. The American hydraulic claim employs twenty
five men, working night and day, and uses 1 ,000 Inches of 
water. The Watson Champion Hydraulic Machine, 
manufactured at Nevada City, Is running here. It throws 
500 inches of water through a single nozzle .......... The 
boarding house kept by Daniel Rafferty has a well-spread 
table, and a good run of patrons." 

o 

Morristown had a Good Templar's Lodge. At a meeting 
in February of 1870, the Lodge, with Deputy G. W. C. T., 
H. Wi II iams officiating, Installed the following officers: 
W. H. Walker, W. C. T. : Miss Fannie E. Brown, W. R. H . . 
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Equipment and Blacksmith Shop (left) and Cook·House (right) at the McMahon Mine - Photo 1974 

S.; Mrs. M. J. Wheeler, W. L. H. S.; E. Walker, W. V. T.; 
S. Wheeler, W. S.; Miss A. Walker, W. M. ; J . M. Pike, W. 
D. M.; J. J . Jones, W. I. G.; D. Rafferty, W . O. G. ; J. D. 

Alexander, W. G.; and M. Arthur, P. W. C. T. 


At Craig's Flat during 1853, and early 1854, the 

American Company expended about $ 23,000 In digging a 

ditch and constructing sections of flumes with which to 

bring the waters of Little Canyon Creek to the diggings. 


The author drove along the Morristown Ridge from the 
site of the sawmill of the Calida Lumber Company, which 
is about three miles east of the site of the old mining 
settlement of Brandy City, past the old McMahon Ranch 
and Mine, which lies a short distance west of the main 
road, and on to Craig's Flat and Morristown, In the early 
Fall of 1970. As is always the case when one returns to 
visit such sites of early mining activities, there comes to 
one anew and in a refreshing flood, the thought of the vast 
amount of work done in the diggings, and of the great 
effort involved in the digging of the many miles of ditches 
and the laying of the long sections of flume which was 
done to bring water to the location of the mines working 
the sections of an ancient river channel in sufficient 
quantity to permit the hydraulicklng of the banks of the 
huge ancient river. Note has been made that at the peak of 
the water season in the spring there was enough water for 
the American Company at Morristown to operate six 
monitors at the same time. As the road winds through 
Craig's Flat, acres of quartz boulders are to be seen 
existing in piles, placed there either by hand or more 
probably hoisted there by water-powered derricks. From 
the end of the branch road that leads down Into the 
Morristown Diggings, a similar view is had of the malnly
quartz boulders which were washed from the ancient 
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Courtesy: James Henry McMahon Family 

channel, as the banks were hydraulicked, and the stone~ 
then piled out of the way of the mining operation. It I~ 
estimated that a plot of about ten acres of bed-rock waf 
uncovered at Craig's Flat, and that the diggings al 
Morristown have an area of uncovered bed-rock of aboUl 
thirty-five acres. What a vast labor! 

The cemetery of Morristown was located on the rldgt 

Old Diggings at Craig's Flat - Photo 1970 



adjacently east and overlooking the diggings . Still 
discernible are eight graves with headstones and 
depressions marking the graves of others. On November 
2nd of 1969, a plaque which was prepared by Mr. Bud 
Elhert and mounted in a hugh granite stone was placed at 
the Morristown Cemetery. The plaque has engraved upon 
it the . following poem written by Stanley Apple: 

A VISIT WITH THE PAST 

Yesterday's joys, yesterday's sorrows, 
Now passed into their tomorrows. 
Gone forever these Argonauts, 
Gone now too is the gold they sought. 
How soon we see that nature reclaims, 
And all that is left are just the names. 
We know not what their lot lias b~en, 
Did they I ive by the Lord or live in Sin? 
We ponder now what took each life, 
Typhoid, Cholera, or perhaps a knife. 
We wonder too ..... with a twinge of fear, 
How soon for us, what has happend here. 

Glenn Ellender for many years worked in the old 
diggings at Morristown, living in a cabin on the south side 
of the main road and a short distance from the /diggings, 
and making a living from his recovery of gold . He died 
several years ago at his cabin . 

During the late 1960's Ed Sharpe worked at the 
Morristown diggings and in 1970 was joined by Les 
Crawford. The men in 1970 drove short drifts into the 
channel at the Southern edge of the old diggings, and 
washed gravel in a trommel and sluice. Though they 
encountered some of the old workings, they ran Into a 
new section of the channel on bedrock, and had hope in 
their drifting to uncover a low spot In the bed-rock that 
may have trapped some gold . 

Pond in the Old Diggings at Morristown - Photo 1974 

MORE ABOUT MINING AT MORRISTOWN: 

The year 1877 was not a year of good production for 
the American Company, as this article from the M. M. of 
12-15-77 indicates: The article affords us add ilional 
information about the workings of this company and of 
the plans of the new owner, J . H. Thomas of La Porte: 

MORRISTOWN 
December 1877 

EDITOR MESSENGER : 
" ........ The American Company's mine has been one 

of the most famous mines of northern Sierra County . It 
was first discovered in the year 1852 (25 years ago), and 
from that time to this, work has been prosecuted ear
nestly and successfully with handsome profits to its 
shareholders, with enough ground left to work 50 years 
longer, seeming to increase in wealth the farthe.r back 
they get into the main ridge. They have never in thiS long 
time had occasion to levy one dollar of assessments, 
besides giving employment to a large force of men when 
water was plentiful. It is supposed by men that know, that 
no hydraulic mine in the State has paid more taxes, taken 
out more money, and given employment to more men 
than the American Company during its long period of 
existence. This claim is now owned (by purchase) by J . H. 
Thomas of La Porte, Plumas County, one of the most 
energetic and striving men, who has had it fitted up the 
past summer in a scientific manner, and under the able 
supervision of Mr. J. M. Pike, as foreman, and a good 
water season, he may expect to reap a golden harvest next 
spring. He has about 500 acres of valuable mining ground 
still left, 20 miles of water ditches that will furnish water 6 
months of the year, and by extending the ditch, known as 
the Irish Ditch, three miles farther, which I understand he 
contemplates doing next summer, will have water 10 
months of the year. He has also 3 strings of iron pipe with5 
monitors attached, facing the bank, besides plenty of 
grade to run the gravel away, being from 30 to 80 feet in 
the bed-rock, said grade being given by a tunnel which 
cost in the neighborhood of $ 100,000. Mr. Thomas has 
also purchased the old Galena Company's mine, which is 
also another valuable addition to his claim, and fitted it up 
the past summer by ~unning 250 feet of new tunnel in hard 
rock, and raising 80 feet of shaft also in bed-rock coming 
up at the face of the bank, and a new flume in said tunnel, 
monitor, reservOir, etc., and with all he surely will have 
quite a draft on the Bank of Morristown, which has never 
failed to yield its golden harvest. I do not know but what I 
am taking too much space in your valuable paper for one 
time, so I will close. More annon." 

QUARTZ BOULDER 

Twin Culverts on the Road Between Calida and Craig's Flat. 
and Morristown - Photo 1970 
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RUINS OF THE OLD STONE BUILDING AT 
MORRISTOWN: 

Still to be seen at Morristown are the ruins of the 
wonderfully-constructed great stone store of Thomas 
Smith which had huge iron doors, which was erected 
following the 1862 fire. Much of the stone for the building 
was brought from the Devll's Post Pile (27), which was 
known also in early years as 'Solomon's Temple'. The lava 
stones from this place, which Is about two miles nor
theast of Morristown, because of their length and shape -
- lent themselves readily to the construction of the walls 
of a building. The article from the Mountain Messenger of 
November 1 st of 1862,quoted earlier in this account of 
the history of Morristown and Craig's Flat, tells of this 
stone building. 

At the Museum at Downieville is to be seen one of the 
huge iron hand-operated gate valves, weighing about 500 
pounds, which was installed In one of the great iron-pipe 
waterlines in the Morristown Diggings to control the flow 
of water to the monitors. 

Ruins of Old Stone Building at Morristown - Photo 1974 

The following description of the work of the American 
Hydraulic Company at Morristown, which appeared as 
part of a long account of mining activity in Northern Sierra 
County in the September 18th of 1880 issue of the 
Mountain Messenger, gives consideratable worthwhile 
information of the history of. the operations of this 
company In the diggings of Morristown: 

"Morristown with its hundreds upon hundreds of acres 
of productive gravel banks has a record that cannot be 
equaled or excelled by any mining camp in the State. For 
miles and miles all the ground has been located and 
bought up until it is now about all concentrated In the 
hands of a few experienced and energetic miners by 
whom it has been successfully worked for many years 
past. They are associated in what Is known as the 
American Hydraulic Company, whose revenues this 
season have indeed been princely. A bargain Is nearly 
consummated for the sale of these rich diggings to New 
York capitalists. There was about three months' water 
season this year. Usually it lasts for about double that 
time. Richer ground has been found this year than for 
years. Fifty-seven men were employed washing down six 
claims, one hundred feet square, averaging each $8,000. 
$165,000 was taken out of this mine one season. About 

ten years ago, working bottom, $1,500 was realized in 
twenty-four hours. One partner sold out his one-tenth 
interest, a few years ago, for $45,000. Fifteen hundred 
inches of water are used in piping season. Outward in
dications go to show that this rich gravel range extends 
up to Deadwood and Big Grizzly. The most wonderful 
feature about this mine is that it has never needed any 
assessments, having paid dividends from the start. The 
gross yield for the past twenty-eight years since 1852 has 
been over $7,000,000, during which time but 200 acres 
were worked, and half of that at Craig's Flat. Early in the 
period of its development, 2,000 feet of deep bedrock · 
tunnel, for tailing purposes, was run at an expense of 
$67,000. There are 1,340 acres yet undeveloped, 12,000 
feet long by 6,000 in width . This Summer $16,000 was 
washed out of one small tract of ground with only $5,000 
expense. When the New York Company begin operations, 
a new ditch six feet wide and three feet deep will be 
constructed from Canyon Creek and the two Grizzly 
Canyons, and extended onward to Craig's Flat. A store 
and boarding house is to be erected, and a large force of 
laborers hired steadily by the year. Drifting will be 
prosecuted during the winter months. It is estimated that 
fully one hundred men will be needed which will tran
sform that now rather slow-going sparse population into 
one of the liveliest and most prosperous mining camps in 
California. One hundred ounces was an ordinary day's 
yield in early times at Craig's Flat." 

THE Me MAHON RANCH 

Located on lower Morristown Ridge and south of the 
famous diggings of Morristown and Craig's Flat about 
four miles is the old Mc Mahon Ranch, which was settled 
by the Mc Mahon family in the 1860's. It Is about three 
miles from Scales and is on the eastern side of Canyon 
Creek and about a mile from it. The place was located on 
the early trail from Scales across Canyon Creek and up the 
ridge to Eureka. 

Here from a book of records of Sierra County is a 
notice and filing of a claim of land by Edward H. Mc 
Mahon for agricultural purposes, which was recorded on 
September 25th of 1868. This preemption, however, was 
not the original taking up of land at this place as the M c 
Mahons were on the Ranch for several years before this. 

"EDW'D H. MC MAHON: Know all men by these 
presents that I, Edward H. Mc Mahon of Sierra County, 
California, do hereby make known my Intention to claim 
for agricultural purposes the following described piece or 
parcel of Public Lands of this State, situated In Sierra 
County, State of California, containing less than one 
hundred and sixty acres and described as follows, to wit: 
One stripuf land, one half mile in length by one quarter of 
a mile in width containing 80 acres, lying on the North 
side and adjoining the Porter Ranch, and a like strip of 
land one half mile in length by one quarter of a mile In 
width, containg 80 acres, lying on the South of, and 
adjoining the said Porter Ranch, the same being in Eureka 
Township, Sierra County, and State OF California, 
together with all water and springs thereon for Irrigating 
purposes. Located this 25th Sept. A.D., 1868. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25tn Sept. 
1868. 

H. STRANGE --- Clerk 

By Wm. Kimball -- Deputy 

Recorded: Sept. 25th, 1868 -- H. Strange Record at 12 
M. by , , 

Wm. Kimball--- Deputy 
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A long article about several of the places of the 'Over 
North' country of Sierra County by the correspondent '0', 
which appeared in the November 16th of 1878 issue of the 
Mountain Messenger, has the following to say about the 
Mc Mahon Ranch: "The Mc Mahon Ranch, encircled by a 
vast, apparently illimitable sea of manzanltas where the 
snowfall some winters measures fully sixteen feet, en
route from Scales to Eureka, near the top of the ridge, 
luxuriates in good, flourishing crops, this year, besides 
considerable trade in the dairy line. Mr. Mc Mahon does a 
large amount of 'packing' with his mules, every year, 
besides looking out, with his wife, after the interests of 
the farm, one of the most productive hereabouts. Bear 
tracks are frequently seen In this locality, and oftentimes 
Bruin has been found to 'bite the dust' under the unerring 
fire of our skillful marksman, Mr. Mc Mahon. From his 
portico over the topmost peaks and ridges of the Sierras, 
is had one of the loveliest panoramic views of the wild and 
picturesque scenery of the Coast Range, to be obtained in 
these observatories in the clouds." 

Old Cook· House of the McMahon Mine, john Morgan 
McMahon with Pick - Photo about 1930 

Courtesy : James Henry McMahon Family 

The Mountain Messenger of July 2nd of 1881, reports 
"Hugh Mc Mahon called on us this week. He said that hi 
father, E. H. Mc Mahon, will have a good crop of hay an, 
potatoes this year." And in the M. M. of August 29th 0 
1885, there is this news of the Mc Mahon Ranch : "Mr. M 
Mahon (lnd his three sons, Hugh,James, and Eddie, hav, 
charge of thier ranch this year, while Mrs. Mc Mahon, on 
boy and five g iris, are stopping on their farm in the fool 
hills near Brown's Valley. The principal business thl 
season of Mr. Mc Mahon is fitting up his place, diggin~ 
and prospecting for quartz. He has only a small band c 
cattle, having sold most of his stock iast year. No butte 
is being made. Mrs. Mc Mahon and the rest of the famll 
are expected soon." 

Water for the Ranch needs came from a large sprin 
which was adequate for the Mc Mahons to have a larg 
plot of potatoes and to raise hay sufficient for the animc 
stock of the Ranch --- horses and a few head of cattle 
Some of the finest potatoes raised in the county cam 
from this Ranch . More was raised than for the needs c 
the family and so some were packed and sold to th 
people of the neighboring settlements and mines. 

In the early 1880's, the Mc Mahons bought a farm j, 

Brown's Valley in Yuba County, but they stili continue' 
for several years to return to the Ranch for part of the yeal 
The Mc Mahons, for a number of years, mined a piece c 
ancient riverchannel that was a secondary to the grea 
primary channel which runs through the area, but th 
gravel did not have a great yield. 

DurIng the course of the years of the operation of th 
Calida Lumber Company, beginning in 1944, the road t, 
the Mc Mahon Ranch was improved and extended.Thi 
road branches from the main Calida to Eureka road abou 
two miles above the site of the Calida Sawmill an, 
continues in a general north-easterly direction to Join th, 
road to Eureka about a half mile east of Sugarloa 
Mountain. 

John J. Mc Mahon, a son of the original settlers of th, 
Ranch, and grand-father of Mrs. Richard (Pat) Jones 0 
Downieville, entered the profession of the Law, and il 
1930 was elected District Attorney of Sierra County an! 
served until 1935, in which year he became Judge of th' 
Superior Court of Sierra County. He died in 1936 and wa: 
succeeded as Superior Court Judge by Mr. J. M. Inman 

FOOTNOTE 

(27) 	 The strange formation of columns of lava which was early 
given the names of Solomon's Temple and the Oevll's Post 
Pile, Is located about two miles northeast of Morristown, and 
about 200 yards north of the Morristown Ridge Road . The 
formation came to be when a pool of lava, not too far beneath 
the earth 's surface, cooled comparat ively quickly, and In so 
dOing, crystallized Into long five-sided columns united In 
parallel fashion . Through thousands of years of erosion of 
the earth's crust the column of lava became exposed, and 
further weathering resulted In the separation of the lava Into 
individual columns along the lines of the crystallization. 
Through the years the effects of weathering and freezing, 

have resulted In the separation of chunks of various lengths 
from the columns which now II~ strewn about the base of the 
Pile. The thicknesses of the Individual sections of the 
columnswhlch have become separated, vary from a foot to 
two feet In diameter, and have lengths from two to six feet. 

The famous Oevll's Tower of Wyoming, which rises to a 
height of 800 feet, was fonmed In the same manner. It Is more 
than a quarter of a mile In diameter at Its base. Here the 
cooling lava also formed five-Sided columns, but having 
diameters of from six to eight feetl Huge chunks from the 
columns, each weighing many tons, were detached from the 
Tower many years ago, and lie In a rubble around Its base . 
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History of Eureka 


The site of the significant early mining settlement of 
Eureka, or Eureka City, Eureka Diggings, or Eureka North 
--- by which latter name it was also known to dlstlnqulsh 
it from Eureka South on Graniteville Ridge In Nevada 
County, (which later had its name changed to Graniteville) 
--- and its great diggings, lie northwest of Downieville, 
not far from the head of Goodyears Creek, into which 
Eureka Creek flows, and at a road distance from 
Downieville via the Saddleback Road, through the old 
diggings of Monte Cristo, of ten miles. 

The diggings and the town had their beginning In the 
early 1850's, with the settlement through the period of Its 
greatest size, It appears, having a population of about 
four hundred. By the early 1850's there was a trail to the 
diggings, which had its course up Goodyears Creek from 
Goodyears Bar, passing by Cooper's Ranch --- a place 
soon to be. known also as Oak Ranch, and then as the 
Sheehan Ranch. There was also an early trail from 
Downieville via Monte Cristo on a course approximating 
the present road, and a trail up the ridge from Brandy City, 
which by the middle 1850's had become a road --- it not 
being too difficult in early years, before the growth of 
dense t imber, to make one's way or fashion a road along a 
ridge. 

The diggings of Eureka, along with those of Monte 
Cristo, Excelsior, Craig's Flat, Morristown, and 
Mugginsville, are located on the channel and tributaries of 
a great ancient river. An appreciation of the extent of the 
mining operation at Eureka and its vicinity can be ob
tained from the following statement from the Sierra 
Citizen of April 15th of 1854: "About 500 men are at work 
in and about this place." Further evidence of the early 
significant size of Eureka is attested to by the fact that as 
early as the Spring of 1853 the Democrats of the county 
held a Convention there. Here, from the Mountain Echo of 
May 21 st of 1853, are some excepts from the account of 
the proceedings of the Convention. Judging from the 
number of votes cast in deciding the nominees of the 
Party, at least one hundred attended the -Convention as 
delegates. (Issues of County, State and National politics, 
from the very beginnings of the many settlements of the 
territory, (which was then a part of Yuba County, but 
which was to become Sierra County in April of 1852), were 

of great interest to the people of these mining towns, and 
political affairs were entered Into actively): 

"The Democratic Convention met at Eureka on May 
17th, 1853, to nominate officers for the Senate, Assembly 
and County ..... On motion of Dr. C. D. Aikin, (28), B. M. 
Fetter was called to the Chair, James Donohue elected 
Vice President, and E. T. Hogan and H. Nulty appointed 
Sec'ys ..... On motion, J. W. Nicholson was allowed a 
seat as reporter for the Mountain Echo ..... Numerous 
preliminary debates took place between the delegates 
from different townsh ips, which occupied the greater 
portion of the evening, after which the meeting was called 
to order for the transaction of business ..... D. F. Finley 
moved that three be appointed to examine the credentials 
of Delegates. Dr. C. D. Aikin ammended the motion by 
having one from each precinct. J. C. Stanley moved an 
amendment of all motions, that the Chair appoint one 
from the North, one from the South, one from the East, 
and one from the West, as a Committee. Motion carried. 
Whereupon the Chair appointed A. J. Lowell from the 
North; John Goodheart from the South; James Kane from 
the East; and D. H. Tower from the West. The report of 
the Examining Committee on Credentials, accepted." 

The Convention nominated J. H. Gardner for the State 
Senate, and Frank Anderson and J. C. James for the 
Assembly. William J. Ford was the nominee for Sheriff, 
H. B. Cossitt for District Attorney, Ben Hull for County 
Clerk, E. Frazer for Assessor, Mr. Jonson for Treasurer, 
M. M. Stone for Surveyor, and E. T. Hogan for Public 
Administrator. 

Following are a number of articles which appeared In 
issues of the Sierra Citizen of 1854 and the Sierra 
Democrat of 1858 a~d 1859, which give us Information 
about several other aspects of the early life of Eureka, as 
well as mining : 

EUREKA CITY 

S. C. 4-22-54 : 
April19th,1854 

EDS. CITIZEN: 
" . . .... . .. . . The first thing in order with me Is mining 


news .. .. . ... The miners here are dOing well; the claims 
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Hydraulic Diggings at Eureka Courtesy: Museum at Downieville 

are all open and you can hear nothing but the roaring of 

water, the rattling of gravel, and that never to be forgotten 

grating of the sluice fork. 


"The claims of Messrs. Davis and Company, adjoining 
mine, for the last ten days, have been averaging six 
hundred dollars per day, three men; the next adJoining, 
Bloom, Mc Cellop, King, and Company, $20 to $25 per 
day to the man; the 'King Boys' claim about the same, and 
from the start never paid less than 1 oz. per day to the 
man . We now come on up the creek to Kerr, Waite, and 
Company on the same side; they are ave rag Ing $20 per 
day each; next Totten and Company, $20 to $30 each. The 
Smith boys have the best claims In this locality --- last 
week three men took out $700. One claim, adjoining, sold 
two days ago for $1,000 cash. Wiley and Company, 
Stewart and Company, Mc Cormick, Cooley and Com
pany, ' and Irish Barney and Company, next above are all 
doing well. We will now cross the creek to the flat where 
the town is situated. Here Adams and Company (not the 
expressman, but the veritable Jake), are making $20 per 
day to the man. From here we strike the point in the 
direction of Craig's Flat. It would consume more than this 
sheet of paper to notice all the claims individually. Along 
this ridge for a mile the miners are going into it from both 
sides; claims are considered of more value here than in 
any other portion of our extensive diggings. There must 
be at ieast three hundred men at work along this ridge. 
The claims of Messrs. James Quin and Company, Dan 
Ryan and Company, Mazon and Company, are considered 
the best. They average $20 to $30 per day to the man. 
Water sells for six dollars per day and four per night --
two dollars cheaper than at Craig's. 

"The Democrats have already begun to calculate the 
chances of certain aspirants for a seat in our legislature. 
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Several prominent gentlemen are spoken of but from what 
I can learn from different portions of the north end of our 
county, I think In convention they will go unanimous for 
Maj. Frazer of Poker Flat." 

ADIOS, 
IWANA 

S. C. 5-20-54: ACCIDENT AT EUREKA 
"On Tuesday morning last, while the Lighthouse 

Company at Eureka North, were at work In a deep cut, 
they observed the bank giving way and all made their 
escape except Mr. Silas H. C. Blair, who was buried In a 
mass of earth and rocks and killed. Mr. Blair'lost his life 
by delaying but a moment to obtain a lantern which they 
had been using on the previous night. He was found 
buried under some six feet of earth and rubbish, standing 
'erect, still retaining his grasp of the hoe he was using 
when the alarm was given. He was but 25 years of age and 
leaves a wife and child In Niles, Michigan." 

S. C. 11-11-54: DITCH AT EUREKA 
"Ben Green and Company are dlgging a ditch at 

Eureka which will cost some ten or twelve thousand 
dollars. It will be finished in a few weeks. Every little 
stream available is being conveyed to the hill diggings, 
and at the first fall of rain, mining will begin in earnest. A 
ditch some three miles in length is now finished, which 
will convey water to the diggings above the graveyard. 
This will be a profitable investment, for the hill side wiil 
all pay when sufficient water is brought in." 

From the S. C. of 12-9-54: "The diggings here (Eureka) are 
very extensive and are mostly hill diggings which are 
worked by drifting, or by means of the hydraulc hose ..... . 



We have two Hotels now open, and I understand that Mr. 
- :rizell is soon to open another. H. P. Benton Is also 

luilding a fine hotel. 
"There is considerable talk here about a wagon road 

from this place to Marysville by way of Indian Valley." 

',. D. 7-3-56: EUREKA CITY 
July1st, 1858 

........o:.DITOR DEMOCRAT: 

"Since I last wrote you, which is now some three 

./eeks or more, quite a change has come over-our little 
mountain town, caused by the excitement In regard to the 
~ew Caledonia, Frazer River. Nearly one hundred of our 

ltizens have already left to better their condition In the 
~,ew EI Dorado ....... . The topiC of conversation now-a
days Is, 'all aboard for Frazer River'. 

_ "I have gathered a few mining Items within the last few 
ays, which are as follows: P. Dewey and Co. last week 
nd the week previous, 89 ounces; Grey Eagle Co. 20 ozs; 

Smith, Short and Co. 36 ozs; Ed Dorado Co. 50 ozs; 
.-Galena Flumlng Co. 46 ozs; Nelson Fluming Co. 18 ozs; 

as. Golden Fluming Co. 45 ozs; Bed Rock Flumlng Co. 
7 ozs; Olomon and Co. 42 ozs; Chapparall 30 ozs; Chas. 

Comfort, working three days, 22 ozs; Smith, Hughes and 
Co. took out over $1,500 yesterday. 

"A very pleasant party came off last Saturday evening 
t the City Hall, gotten up, I believe, by the young ladles 

of this town, and you can bet It didn't take them long to 
get the ball a rOiling when they want to shake the light 

- mtastic toe. 
"The Mountain Dramatic Company played to crowded 

/louse two nights this week ....... " 
"From your nameless correspondent ." E. C. 

EUREKA CITY 
July 28,1858 

v. D. 7-31-58: 

" lR. EDiTOR: 
" ........... During the water season, Eureka presents a 

...lively appearance, not excelled by any of the mountain 
)wns; but no sooner does this native element (water) 
egln to slacken, than her energies are weakened, and she 

puts on the gloomiest and driest look Imaginable. 
"Several families have departed for their winter 

~sldences, some of whom will return In the Spring, while 
tany will never seek our h ills again, but whose places will 

be filled by such as 	are not altogether consumers, but 
..Qroducers. Strangers who pass through here invariably 

xpress the opinion that this town has apparently suffered 
lore by the Frazer humbug than any other place In the 

North. Admitting the fact, she has been purged of a class 
.lwlth few exceptions), who have never assisted In any 

.tanner to advance her interests, and who have long been 
burden to traders and business men genrally, whose 

places, though vacant, do not create an 'aching void', to 
the detriment of those who remain here. 

- "Of mining, there Is not much use to write. In that line 
othlng is now being done; many miners are preparing 

lneir diggings for another season, when you may expect 
to hear of lively times here again, and money more 

- Ientiful than ever, as nearly all the miners are out of debt. 
... In politics, but little is doing, though Douglas stock is 

II) the ascendent, as we bellve it will be throughout the 
county of Sierra and the State when the people take the 

--"'latter in hand on election day." 

Yours, etc. BOSWELL 

S. D. 7-31-58 : 
EUREKA CITY 

July 28, 1858 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"As the water has dried up and gone -- some say to 

Frazer --- I have nothing to write in regard to mining. 
Several letters have been received from 	our townsmen 
from Frazer, within the last two weeks, 	which are very 
discouraging. There was a grand ball at Brandy City --
formerly known as Strychnine City - on the evening of 
the 27th inst., given by the Canyon Creek Ditch Com
pany and others, and you can bet It was a fine affair. 
About thirty-five of the fair sex were In attendence, and 
some sixty tickets were sold. Eureka turned out about 
twenty in ali-- eight ladles and twelve gents - Including 
your humble servant. Seven of the ladles were taken to the 
ball in a Concord A No.1 four-horse coach. The balance 
were carried on horse and mule flesh, and danced all night 
till broad daylight, 	 and went home with whom they 
pleased in the morning." 

E. C. 

EUREKA CITYS. 	 D. 8-7-58: 
August 5,1858 

FRIEND FORBES: 
" .......... A project is on foot to bring water Into town 

from a spring above here, forthe purpose of supplying the 
traders, butchers, saloon and hotel-keepers, as well as 
families, during the long dry season. Reservoirs, or 
cisterns, are also to be built, In which water will be kept 
forthe use of the public in case of fire. It is surprising that 
something of the sort has not been contemplated before, 
for certain It is that if ever a fire does get under way here 
at this season of the year, the town would be completely 
wiped out in a short space of time. On last Thursday the 
town had a narrow escape. About 5 o'clock P. M., the 
house of one Patrick O'Connor was discovered to be on 
fire, but through the timely exertions of a few persons It 
was overcome before It had made much headway. The fire 
originated from a box of matches which sat upon the 
window-sill in the house, and were Ignited by the sun's 
rays through the glass, setting fire to the lining above. 

"The Frazer River fever has died out here, and nearly 
every day a deluded victim returns from the new mines, a 
wiser but a poorer man. 

More anon. 
BOSWEll 

S. 	 D. 5-14-59: 
EUREKA CITY 

"The strike for a reduction of the prices of water 
considerably retarded mining operations this season. 
That matter has been adjusted, however, to the 
satisfaction of all parties, and the boys have commenced 
work in earnest. There is a great deal more snow lying 
than is usually seen at this season, and It Is calculated the 
supply of water will be maintained to the 1st of August 
about a month later than usual. 

"Pack trains have commenced to go over the snow to 
Morristown, and the express will shortly connect Eureka 
and La Porte via Morristown. That will bring us of 
Downieville within earlier hall of the towns north. 

"The trail to Eureka up Goodyears Creek, is good, with 
two or three exceptional places beyond Oak Ranch. Dr. 
Miller and others were engaged the early part of the week 
cutting out logs and other obstructions." 
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gauge two inches high, opening horizontally, and that S. D. 12-10-59: 
ROBBERY AT EUREKA 

In Septem ber of 1859 the store of Mr. Beck at Eureka 
was broken into, the safe taken and carried Into a tunnel, 
where it was broken Into, and gold, coin, and jewelry to 
the value of $2,500 was taken. Though several suspected 
were questioned by authorities, no solid evidence 
developed, and no one was jailed forthe robbery. 

Much of the water brought to the Eureka Diggings and 
those of its vicinity, was delivered in ditches which had 
been constructed by others than the miners themselves, 
with it being sold to the miners. It was to be expected that 
disagreements over the rates charged would from time to 
time develop. One such difficulty occured In late 1858 and 
early 1859. As a result the miners organized a public 
meeting which was held on January 22nd. Following are 
excerpts from the Sierra Democrat of the 29th of that 
month which describes the nature of the complaint of the 
miners and the action which was taken at the meeting. 
The following resolutions were adopted: 
"Wnereas, the miners of the district of Eureka have for a 
long period of time been compelled to pay the most 
exhorbitant price for water, to-wit: Sixty cents per Inch In 
day time, and forty cents per inch In the night time, 
making one dollar per inch for twenty-four hours; which 
price is higher and more unreasonable than is exacted by 
any ditch company in any other mining district In this 
State, and vastly more so in proportion to the amount of 
capital invested in ditch property. And whereas, it Is most 
expedient ·to purchase Water by the inch, for the reason 
that there is not nor never has been any regularity or 
custom as to the amount of water that shall constitute a 
'sluicehead', nor under what pressure to be delivered, 
such having heretofore been under the sale and arbitrary 
control of ditch companies, who have, in the same water 
season and on the same day, delivered to one mining 
company twelve inches of water, to another ten inches, 
and to another eight inches of water as constituting a 
'sluicehead'. 
"And whereas, it is the common custom of ditch com
panies of this district --- for three-fifths of the water 
season -- to shut off water from claims five and six hours, 
thereby reducing the mining working time to considerably 
less than twenty hours per day. 

"Now therefore, for the purpose of a more perfect 
unity of action among the miners of this district In ef
fecting a reduction of the price of water to a fair and 
reasonable rate , and in determining the number of hours 
which water must be delivered to constitute a day and a 
night's water --- and actuated by a spirit of impartial 
justice alike to ditch companies and to themselves, in 
offering a just remunerative and equitable rate for water, 
which rate is as much as claims can possibly afford to 
pay, and net any profit to the owners: 

"We the undersigned miners of this said district, 
adopt the following resolutions and hereby pledge, each 
to the other, our firm and unwavering support thereto: 
RESOLVED: 1st. That twenty-five cents per inch for water 
in the day time, and twelve and one-half cents per Inch at 
night, is a fair, just and equitable price, which we can 
reasonably afford to give, but that we will not pay any 
higher rate. 
RESOLVED: 2nd. That to constitute one day's water, the 
water shall be delivered, through the purchaser's water 
gauge, for ten hours; and the same length of time for a 
night. 
RESOLVED: 3rd . That we adopt the usual custom of ditch 
companies in other mining districts of this State, In the 
manner in, and pressure under which, water shall be 
delivered, to-wit: Water shall be delivered through a water 

there shall be a pressure of seven Inches of water over the 
gauge, measuring from the top of the opening. 

Jerome T. Totten George Myer 
Wm . M. Short Emile Simon 
Peter Delany James Dudley 
Albert Adams John Klason 
Philip Mead John L. May 
H. Fairbrother Patrick Martin 
W. H. Stallard A. L. Walker 

David W. Owens Vidal Bouillier 

Amost Marvin Owen Mc Gillicardy 
Peter Helmeritch Joseph Singler 
B. R. Palmer Casper Wirtz 
J. R. Ellis Byron S. Totten 
David Richards William Frank 
Michael Young Isaac Frank 
John H. Bell Wm. W. HOiSington 
Timothy Mc Carty H. H. Frietag 
Henry Jones Thomas Gibson 
John Hendry S. Allemann 
C. Shoemaker Joseph Mc Guinness 
Philip Grammas George P. Baright 
Jacob Schmeiker Benj. F. Folsom 
M. Louton George W. Beatty 

Ordered that the proceedings be published in the 
Sierra Citizen and Sierra Democrat. 

PHILIP MEAD·, President 
ALBERT ADAMS, Secretary 

The names of some of the early businesse.s of Eureka 
will be found entered in the quotations given and others to 
follow, and still others are to be found in the Chapter on 
the: General History of Northern Sierra County. 
SCHOOL: Education of the children in the beginning at 
Eureka was in a private school or by tutoring at homes, 
which was almost universally the case in the settlements 
of the county, but by 1857 Eureka had become a school 
district and a public school had been established. In that 
year there were 48 pupils in the school. The first building 
deSigned to be a schoolhouse only was erected in either 
late 1861 orearly1862. Mr. A. M. Phalim, who later from 
1872 to 1878 was to serve as County Suerintendent of 
Schools, was the teacher at Eureka in 1861-62. In 1863-64, 
a Mr. Cook was the teacher. In 1866-67, Mrs. Amanda 
Baker was the teacher. In 1867-68 Mr. C. C. Bangs, and in 
1868-69, Mrs. Boiey were the teachers. 
A POSTOFFICE was established at Eureka, deSignated 

"Eureka North'; on November 20th of 1861. In 1858, 
Jerome T. Totten was Justice of the Peace and a Notary 
Public at Eureka. 

Just as did all of the other mining communities, 
Eureka balanced the hard work in the mines with 
amusement activities. For example, the Sierra Citizen of 
December 23rd of 1854, records that "tttere was a Ball at 
the Pacific Hotel at Eureka on Wednesday night"; and the 
Mountain Messengers of 2-14-63 and 4-29-65, indicate 
that the E. Clampus Vitus of Eureka "has been put to great 
expense this season for regal ia and jewels"; and "the 
Eureka Brass Band, on a recent visit, found Downieville a 
prosperous town." 

As noted earlier, by the middle 1850's a wagon road 
down the ridge from Eureka to Brandy City had replaced 
the earlier trail. It appears that by the late 1850's there was 
a mail and passenger stage on a route from Eureka to 
Marysville via Brandy City, a foot bridge across the North 
Yuba near the mouth of Cherokee Creek adequate for the 
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assage of animal trains, and on to Oak Valley and 
Marysville. If not such a stage route by the late 1850's 

J!1en certainly there was by the early 1860's, for county 
ewspapers of this latter time describe the stage leaving 
ureka very early in the morning --- the trip to Brandy City 

oeing made with a coach or wagon, at which place a 
transfer was made to horses for the steep descent down 
- 'e mountain to the North Yuba, where the river was 

rossed on a substantial foot-bridge, an ascent made to 
uak Valley up the south watershed of the Yuba, where a 
transfer was made to a coach or wagon for the balance of 
~le long trip to Marysville, where arrival took place In the 

vening, a time of about fourteen hours from Eureka. The 
,dre from Eureka to Marysville was $8.00. In 1883 the rates 
of toll over the foot-bridge near the mouth of Cherokee 

4reek were : Horsemen 30 cents; pack animals 25 cents, 
attle 8 cents per head; men on foot 15 cents; and sheep 
cents per head. 
Th~ Sierra Democrat of May 14th of 1859, contains the 

---'--Jllowlng note about pack trains : "Pack trains have 
.ommenced to go over the snow to Morristown (from 

...;ureka), and the express will shortly connect Eureka and 
La Porte via Morristown ..... The trail to Eureka, up 

---.t:]oodyears Creek, is good, with two or three exceptional 
liaces beyond Oak Ranch." 

In 1860 the cleanup of one of the mines at Eureka 
yielded 400 ounces of gold, and another made after only 

----a duration of two weeks work, recovered 265 'ounces. A 
:orrespondent to the Sierra Democrat In June of 1861, 
;ent the following Information about the gold production 

of Eureka in a half-serious and half-humorous reference 
-.-Which ~howed the intensity of the sentiment of loyalty t~ 

he Union preceding the start of the Civil War: "The 
ollowing is a portion of the gold dust taken out since I 

last wrote. James Smith, 300 ounces; Haley and Com
~any, 82 ounces; North Star, 130 ounces; Morse and 
~ompany, 50 ounces; Red Jacket, 74 ounces; and Last 
Jhance, 50 to 60 ounces --- per week ... . .. "I noticed today 
a r~nchman from Goodyears Creek carrying the Stars and 
Stripes on the head of his Jackass. In deference to the 

- Jack's antecedents and undoubted sentiments the 
lecession flag ought to be substituted." ' 

Following are entered a considerable number of ex
cerpts from and complete articles from issues of the 

Sierra Democrat and the Mountain Messenger about 
early times at Eureka: 

S. 	D. 6-2-60: EUREKA NORTH 
May 29, 1860 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"Mining success in this district, for the last week, has 

been excellent, judging from the amounts of gold dust 
sold here during the week ending the 28th of May, which 
was no less than 1,088 ounces. The loost paid per ounce 
was $17.75, and the highest $17 .80. The Last Chance Co. 
sold 129 ounces ; George P. Smyth and Co., 72; Green 
and Mc Knight, 101; Huntsman Co. 26; Washburn 44' 
Light House Co., 74; North Star Co., 68; Mc GIIII'cudy 
Co., 105. The remainder of the 1,088 ounces was brought 
from other parties in smaller quantities. Morse and Co. 
have averaged th Irty dollars a day to the hand for the 
whole season. All the companies heard from are doing 
well . The season has been cold, but the water has been 
kept up by frequent snows and rains, while the prospect is 
that the mining season will be protracted equal to that of 
1855. 

"There have been two hotel robberies in town some 
fights, and outrages , dancing and gambling, so that we 
have in some measure lost our boasted name of being a 
moral and quiet town . On last Thursday night G P. Smyth 
was attacked by a highwayman, but managed to escape 
inflicting, as he believed, a wound on the robber. This wa~ 
on the trail from Downieville. On the same night the sluice 
boxes at Chapparel Hill were robbed. No trace of the 
robbers has been found ." 	 M 

S. 0 . 1-19-61: EUREKA NORTH 
January 18th, 1861 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"On the evening of the 17th Inst. one of those sad 

accidents that make the life of the miner so hazardous 
took place in the town, the result of which has cast a 
gloom over us all. Kenneth Mc Donald, aged 23 years, a 
native of Picton, Nova Scotia, was killed In the Red Rock 
Tunnel by the caving in of the top. As soon as the disaster 
was known, every one able to work was on the spot and 
with willing hands and ready hearts set to the rescue, but 
from the nature of the cave and the narrow space there 
was to work in, It was several hours before the body was 
reached, and when found, life was extinct. This was to be 
looked for, as it appears the deceased was in a stooping 
position, with his legs broke and one shoulder crushed in. 
Mc Donald bore an excellent character, and leaves many 
warm friends to mourn his loss and to sympathize with 
his brother John, a much esteemed citizen of this town. 
The funeral will take place tomorrow." 

M 

S. D. 	6-29-61 : EUREKA 
June 27,1861 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"Since I last wrote you several of the mining com

panies in this town have ceased operations, on account of 
the scarcity of water. The Chapparal Co. of Chapparral 
Hill, being a Union Co., some time since sent to San 
Francisco for the Stars and Stripes --- 20 by 30 feet - at a 
cost of $130, and on Saturday afternoon, 22nd Inst., a 
pole 130 feet in length was erected In front of said claims 
for the occasion. The thirteen guns were fired in honor of 
the original thirteen States; the halyards were attached, 
and the flag representing the thirty-four stars of these 
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United States was attached and run up 130 feet by the fair 
hands of Mrs. Hughes, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Linn, and last, 
but not least, Miss Gilmore and Miss Frost - who In our 
opinion are in favor of the Union, amidst the echoes of 34 
guns. As soon as the firing was over three cheers were 
given for the new pole, and three times three for the flag 
of our Union. 'Long may it wave over the land of the free 
and the home of the brave! The Star Spangled Banner was 
sung by the ladies, and cheer after cheer rent the air in 
honor of the ladies and the flag. The performances closed 
with a grand ball in the evening at the Billy Young Hotel. 
Eureka sent a fair representation, and by two o'clock the 
whole concluded with the laughable farce of Harry Miller's 
fireworks. Thus ended the celebration of the great 
American flag raising at Chapparal Hill. 

"The amount of gold dust taken out since I last wrote 
you is as follows: Thos Mullen, 43 ozs; Vulcan Co., 19 
ozs; Chapparral Co., 500zs; Bed Rock, 80 ozs; H. Bliss 
and Co., 170 ozs; Funk and Co., 49 ozs; Last Chance, 45 
ozs; Jas Smith, 200 ozs; besides small lots too numerous 
to mention." 

Yours, etc., UNION 

M. M. 6-21-62 : 
ACCIDENT AT EUREKA CITY 

"A sad and fatal accident occured in the claims of Mr. 
H. Bliss last week, on Friday night, resulting In the death 
of Charles Cornforth, formerly of st. Louis. Cornforth 
went Gown at midnight to call off the night shift, which . 
had been working in the tunnel, clearing out the shaft . 
which had got filled up. Before going into the tunnel, he 
let on the water, and soon after entering, the water came 
down with great force. One of the men, named Nesbit, 
permitted himself to be carried out of the tunnel on the 
water, and escaped with only a few bruises. The two other 
men clung to the timbers, until struck by the boulders and 
gravel, with which they soon became mixed up, and were 
carried down to the creek some half a mile, where their 
bodies were found an hour or two afterwards, with their 
heads badly bruised, Walker having several cuts on the 
head and a fracture of the skull. Cornforth was a single 
man, about 30 years of age, and hailed from Waterville, 
Me... ..." 

S. D. 6-21-62 : EUREKA NORTH 
June 18th, 1862 

MR. EDITOR: 
"I've been waiting a long time for something to turn 

up, and 10 and behold , we have it. First, the Buchanan 
Troupe has paid us two visits within the last two weeks. 
Each afternoon previous to the performance, the band 
marched out to lighthouse point, and down to the 
beautiful town of Mugglnsville, in good order -- Indian 
file --- and played some of their sweetest music. The 
result was they dreamed up many a miner, all anxious to 
get a peep at the beautiful Miss Virginia..... "The Hurdles 
have called on us twice this Spring, spent a few evenings, 
coralled several quarters, then left in disgust ......... 
Yesterday was the warmest day of the season. The 
thermometer in front of H. Miller's ranged from 48 to 90 . 

"As for mining, it never was brisker. Water is in 
abundance and the gold is taken out by the pound........ 
H. Bliss, who has the most extensive mining operations, 
takes out about $3,000 per week -- working from t~nty to 
forty men. Bed-Rock Co., about $1,000 per week. Doctor 
Palmer, about $100 per day to the hand. Last week he had 
about 80 ounces. J. L. May, from $20 to $40 a day to the 

hand -- working six men. Morse and Co. and Short and 
Co., have done well ...... Jack Wolfe, proprietor of the 
What Cheer, is making from eight to twelve dollars per 
day to the hand, working three men in tailings. 'Friday' 
took out in four weeks, in the front ground of the old Bat 
State Claims, about $300. This piece of ground was 
purchased last year for $50. Cook and Mulholland's 
slUicing claims in Mugginsville, are paying well . Red 
Jacket and other drifting claims, are making good wages. 
The last clean-up of the Mc Gillicuddie's was over 100 
ounces --- so I've been informed. The amount of gold dust 
purchased at the Banking Houses is from $15,000 to 
$20,000 per week." 

RIP 

M. 	M. 8-9-62: 

NEWS FROM EUREKA CITY 


August 7, 1862 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"On the evening of the 28th of July the topic of con

versation was,'The stage is coming, boys', and at about 7 
p.m. the rumbling sound of the Concord wheels could be 
heard in the distance. At 7 Y. o'clock, four fine horses, 
with a new Concord Coach attached, emerged from the 
forest, at a short distance below town, with twelve 
passengers on board, including the Brandy City Band. It 
was ungo_ubtedly a Union institution,. judging from ap
pearances ; for each horse was decorated with an 
American flag. Men, women, and children gathered 
around to witness the arrival of the first stage that ever 
came into Eureka. As the stage passed up Broadway 
street the band played some of their sweetest music , and 
cheer after cheer rent the air. On arriving at the What 
Cheer House, several rockets were sent aloft, and three 
cheers and a tiger were given in honor of the occasion. 
The boys from Brandy City kept up a jubilee all night. We 
now receive our Marysville papers daily, through this 
enterprising stage company. Success attend the en
terprise. 

"I send you a specimen of petrified wood which was 
taken from the claims of Thomas Mullen in Mugginsville. 
It was extracted from the bowels of the earth, three 
hundred feet from the front of said claims, and one 
hundred and sixty feet perpendicular from the surface 

PHIL GARLIC 

S. 	 D. 2-8-62: EUREKA 

February 3, 1862 


EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"There is no mining news to send you now-a-days. It 

has been so cold for the past ten days that hydraulic 
claims have been 'hermetically sealed'. On the morning of 
Jan. 28th the thermometer In front of the Eureka Hotel 
stood at 5 below zero. It was so cold that it froze Holmes' 
hole over, near Sebastopol. The trees In and around this 
vicinity snapped and cracked tremendously. Ice three 
inches thick, wherever there was water. The ball of the 
liberty pole must have frozen off, for there Is none on it 
now. That's as true as war news ..... Mc Gillicuddy's boys 
in Mugglnsville, a short time since, took out 260-odd 
ounces ..... Local: The deacon says he Is going below 
tomorrow to meet his family, or as soon as the Bullard 
bridge is finished . He would have started ere this, but he 
doesn't approve of rope-walking --- making a Blondin of 
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himself -- expecially across rivers ..... The butcher shop 
was moved last week and will be found, from this time 
henceforth, in the center of the street, near Davison's 
hotel. For about eight or ten days the stock In the meat 
market consisted of a small quantity of sausages. I notice 
very few canines around now-a-days. A few fat beeves 
came into town the other day, that would make many 
good lanterns, provided the in'ards were only extracted 
and lighted tapers inserted..... During the last rains a 

_ 	 large land slide occured at Jaynesville, near Pig's Ravine. 
Several acres slipped their fastenings and lodged In the 
ravine a st"!ort distance below in the form of a plug .... . .... . 
Balls twice a week." 

Yours, RIP 

In September of 1862 a fire destroyed about ten 
buildings of Eureka. Here from the Sierra Democrat of 
September 13th of that year is an account of the fire: 

EUREKA NORTH 
Sept. 11 , 1862 

THE CONFLAGRATION: 
"At 25 minutes past 2 o'clock, P. M., the 9th inst., a 

fire broke out in the What Cheer Hotel, J. W. Wolfe, 
proprietor, and in less than ten minutes the entire 
building was reduced to ashes. The fire originated from 
the cook stove in the kitchen, and swept through the 
dining and bar-rooms as if by magic . Nothing being saved 
from the Hotel except a small amount of bedding. The 
inmates saved nothing but what they had on their backs. 
The fire next caught in Mr. Bliss' flume, and next the roof 
of the Masonic Hall, and about the same time it caught in 
Parker's house in front of the What Cheer and carried it off 
in no time. The wind was high, blowing from the South 
and southwest, which was favorable, allowing the 
business portion of the town a chance to be saved. 
Notwithstanding the intense heat, wet blankets were 
spread over several buildings in the vicinity of the fire, and 
kept constantly dampened with water. Had that been 
neglected, the whole town would certainly have been in 
ashes .... .. ... . 

"The losses, as far as I can ascertain, are about as 
follows: J. W. Wolfe, Hotel and fixtures, 80 cords of 
wood, outbuildings, etc., $10,000; Masonic Hall, $4,000; 
Freemason's regalia, etc., $700; Gilbert Parker, house, 
$200; Ira D. Rollins, house, fixtures and provisions, $300; 
H. Bliss, damage of goods, loss of blacksmith shop, etc., 
$750; B. F. Folsom, carpenter shop and tools, $500; D. 
W. Mitchell, warehouse, $300; H.· S. Beck, loss and 
damage of goods, $1,200; S. Alleman, liquors, wines and 
cigars, $300 . ... .. Howe, better known as 'Kentuck', lost 
about $100 in cord wood; Burns and Company, about 
$200 in timber; ...... Total loss is $18,350.00." 

Yours as ever, RIP. 

Though the winter time was a period of considerably 
reduced activity in the towns whose prinCipal work of 
mining consisted of placer operations, the people con
tinued their social and recreational activities. 

The following communication from Eureka, which 
appeared in the M. M. of 2-14-63, informs us of the nature 
of some of these social doings: 

EUREKA CITY 
February 1863 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"I can but repeat the burden of your song --- days are 

dreary, but nights are joyous. Houslngton and Brown are 
running a dancing school of thirty scholars, two evenings 
in the week. The E Clampus Vitus Lodge has been to great 
expense this season for regalia and jewels, and Is now as 
well appointed and in as flourishing condition as any in 
the State. It meets semi-weekly and Is fast adding to its 
list of members. A grand ball and supper will soon be 
given underthe auspices of the Order. Besides the above, 
we have a singing school two evening each week, 
supervised by Prof. Ryan, at which times floods of 
miners' quavers (demi-semi, etc.) gush from the windows 
and doors of the St. Lawrence Hall, filling the neigh
borhood with most eloquent music. Uncle Sam Richards 
has just arrived from the East with many Interesting tales 
of his visits to the battlefields of 'My. Maryland' and other 
localities. Havinng a spare evening every week we may 
expect from Sammy's efforts to have divine service, as 
before his departure." 

Yours, etc. E. Q. 

M. 	M. 3-14-63 : EUREKA CITY 
March 8th, 1863 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"On February 28th, from some unaccountable ac

Cident, the house of J. H. Pomeroy caught fire and was 
consumed, together with about three hundred dollars 
worth of hydraulic hose. 

A party of ladies and gentlemen paid a snow-shoe 
visit to Brandy City last week. They visited, feasted, and 
danced for three days, and returned highly delighted. 
They report Brandy City as the best place in the moun
tains for fresh eggs and good company." 

E. Q. 

M. 	M. 6-27-63: Eureka City 
June 1863 

"The water season here has been a failure. Some of the 
hydrauliC claims will not have paid much over expenses, 
and but a few companies can be said to have done well. 
Some of the boys have been prospecting quartz from 
Grizzly (Hill) and got good prospects. At Mugglnsville the 
drifting claims of McGillicuddy and Owens are and have 
been dOing well; the former paying good wages and the 
latter yielding big pay. Little or nothing is doing at 
Chapparral Hill." 

SAWMILLS: 
To supply lumber for the dwellings of Eureka and the 

neighboring settlements, and lumber for flumes, several 
sawmills were erected in the region. Two of these, 
designated the 'Lower' and the 'upper', were owned and 
operated by G. Merideth, and another was owned by 
Goodrich, Wyman and Company. This latter mill suffered 
damage by a fire in September of 1860. The lower 
Merideth sawmill was located a short distance below the 
location of the present Sherman Thompson cabin, and the 
upper mill was located northwest of the diggings on the 
trail from Eureka to Poker Flat. William Owens, who with 
his brother Dave, owned and operated the earlier John 
Peter Kuder Ranch on lower Goodyears Creek, (which 
place is now the property of Mrs. Ruth T. Druary of 
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Goodyears Bar, who has her home on the Ranch) , worked gives much general news of Eureka, is some information 
at the lower Meredith sawmill. about the early history of the town ; 


The ledger of a general store which existed at Eureka 

during the years 1862-69, and which was presented to the 
Museum at Downieville by Mrs. Neva Mc Mahon in 1936, 
contains the names of the following residents of Eureka 
who did business with the store : Jack Wolfe , Alex Mc 
Mahon , William Morse, John Mackey, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Owens, S. A . Goard , Craig's Flat Company , E. H. Me 
Mahon , and John Davison . 

The Mountain Messenger of August 21, 1875, gives 
this summary of activities at Eureka: " Henry Backer has 
been taking out rich pay gravel all summer. Jack Hardy is 
doing well in the old Blue Gravel Ground . E. M . Parks has 
had good returns from his diggings. J. T. Boil of Chap
parral Hill is preparing the ground for next season 's work . 
Henry Kimball is running a hard-rock tunnel , as is also 
Tom Beard . D. Richards is still working in his tail ings 
flumes in Sawmill Ravine. Folsom and Mulholland have 
done well in theirdiggings.G.Meredith is now running his 
upper mill. Ji m Murrow of Downieville drives the bulls ." 
(oxen) 

The follow ing article from the M. M. of October 26th of 
1878 gives a good general view of what was going on at 
Eureka at that time: 

EUREKA 
October 21 st , 1878 

EDITOR MESSENGER : 
"Tom Beard has hi~dlumes all run up to the bank ready 

for the breech-loader; when winter comes he may go to 
Brandy City. David Richards has just finished a f lume 
across Sawmill Creek to Eureka Creek, to sluice down the 
brow of Eureka Hill into the flume., which he thinks will be 
a bonanza if he has plenty of water this season. Wm . 
Morse is building a trest le work across his cuts , Kimball 's 
old claims, so that the hill can slide without interfering 
with his pipes. When water comes he intends to allow the 
top to run for two years, or until he strikes bottom, when 
he thinks he will amply rewarded for all his labors . E. M. 
Parks is still busy at Chapparral Hill with good prospects 
for future clean-ups. G. Meredith has just f inished sawing 
at the uppermill and returned to Eureka. He will complete 
his lumber contract this week at Brandy City , when he 
leaves for his winter residence in Oakland . He has done a 
rushing business this seaon . Tommy Julian has got in his 
stock of goods for the winter, and is ready for customers . 
W . Frank is aSSisting Wm . Blake at Eureka Point, cleaning 
the bed-rock . The public school is taught by Mrs. J . T. 
Boley, and giving satisfaction . J . Davison has a fine lot of 
cattle, which he will sell for winter beef at six cents a 
pound . He sti ll keeps his old-time hotel, and is ever 
pleased to welcome h is friends. Here is a good chance for 
you butchers to invest. Jack Hardy is working in gravel at 
Chapparral Hill, but cannot wash until water comes. Jake 
Miller is f i tting his old Chapparral Hill claims , which 
promise well when water comes. He will employ about 30 
men. B. F . Folsom is sinking a shaft on Snow Creek , 
which shows nice gravel on each end of the claim. Owen 
Thomas has nearly completed the old Bliss ditch, now 
owned by Weil , Scamman and Thomas, the best job ever 
done in the county. Jack Wolf still runs one of the best 
hotels in the county , and is always happy to see his 
numerous friends from all quarters. " 

o 

Included in the following excerpts from an article to 
the M. M. of 8-22-85 by the corresponedent 'D ' , which 

EUREKA 
August 1885 

" .. . .. The roads and trails are very dusty. There is less 
water flowing from the springs than the oldest settler 
remembers. Mrs . Ham of Scales is visiting her parents , 
Mr. and Mrs. Morse. . ... . For seven weeks work, Mr. Blake 
c leaned up $5 a day. March 24th his sluices were robbed 
of last season's profits ..... . William Franks still resides 
at Muggingsville . He spends his leisure hunting. Tommy 
Julian still owns the grocery store .. . .. . Sheehan's ranch 
had a good crop this year. Owen Thomas, W. A. Morse, 
Harry Richards, B. F. Folsom, and Wm . Franks are 
engaged in mining .... Mr. and Mrs . Thomas Lewis were 
visiting her parents, Owen Thomas and wife, on Sunday 
... .. Main street contains but three tenanted bu i ldings . 
The building of the town was commenced in 1853. In 1856 
it contained 763 voters. There were then six hotels , three 
stores, two blacksmith shops, one sawmill, eight 
saloons , two bakeries, two butcher shops, one barber 
shop , one Masonic Hall, one tailor shop, one express 
office and branch banking house of Sam Langton and 
Company , two clothing stores , and one livery stable. One 
quarter of a mile East of town was the little village of 
Mugginsville , with a board ing house and blacksmith shop 
besides a number of cabins . About a mile southeast was 
Chapparral Hill, with one store . The drift and hydraulic 
mines hereao outs have yielded hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of gold, and there remains much ground that is 
scarcely prospected , which it is believed w ill pay well. 
Eureka had its share of exciting times assoc iated with the 
mining camps of California. The project of a wagon road 
from Downieville to Poker Flat, is again being agitated. It 
is thought the work can be done forabout $5 ,000. A road 
would do much to stimulate prospecting in this section. " 

o 

William Fisk , for the years from the middle 1850's into 
the middle 1860's, was the Recorder for the Eureka Min ing 
District. Here from the records of the Eureka Mining 
District are its mining laws: 

REGULATIONS OF THE EUREKA MINING DISTRICT: 
At a meeting of the Miners of Eueka, held the 12th day 

of June 1853, the following regulations respecting mining 
were agreed upon : 
1st : That the old code of Laws now in existence at this 
place be adopted as respects Ravine diggings. 
2nd : That the Miners be allowed two hundred (200) feet 
square for drifting claims and the same for Hill and 
SluiCing claims . 
3rd: That those drifts already started in the flat be exempt 
from the above limit and that they be allowed to go as far 
into the flat as they may deem proper. 
4th: That A Recorder be appointed forthis preCinct . 
5th: That Wm. Fisk be the Recorder and that every 
claimant record their claims (either located or purchased 
with in five (5) days after located or purchased, and those 
claims already located or purchased within five days from 
this date. Also that the Recorder receive a fee of One (1) 
Dollar for each claim recorded. 
6th : That every person be entitled to one claim by location 
and three (3) by purchase. 
7th : That all persons having their claims recorded can 
t"lo ld said claims during their absence .in the dry season 
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and for the (10) days after water comes or the workable 
- eason commences. 

T. W. Graham --- Chairman 
Edm. Comfort --- Secretary 

1924 was one of the worst years for the occurrence of 
.orest fires in Sierra and neighboring counties . In June of 
that year one of the largest forest fires to burn in Sierra 
~ounty for many years, broke out near the head of Fiddle 

:reek. Forest Ranger, George E. King, with men from 
->ownieville and Camptonville, numbering about 80, 
fought the fire , which extended from its north line, which 

-'-Vas near Sugar Loaf Mountain near the Eureka Diggings, 
o the south line in the vicinity of what is known as 'Bear 
'rap', Clnd south and east of the Mc Mahon Ranch, for a 

week before bringing the fire under control. An area about 
-lwo miles long and about the same distance wide was 

·urned over. A gale wind every day made controlling the 
ire difficult and also dangerous. 

One of the fire camps was located near Sugar Loaf 
....M ountain. One evening an usually strong wind carried the 

ire through the camp, the flames 'crowning ' , and racing 
hrough the tops of the trees as they were pre-heated to a 

combustion temperature by the advancing flames. Men 
-..bad sufficient warning of what was about to happen, and 

lere able to save all of the camp equipment and supplies 
•f 	food. 

.-COMPARATIVELY RECENT WORK AT THE OLD EUREKA 
)IGGINGS: 

For two years beginning in 1934, Sherman Thompson 
worked at his White Channel claim at the old Eureka 

...Qigg fngs,using a dry-wash machine, the work consisting 
Jrincipally of the re-cleaning of the bed-rock . Fair wages 
vere made. Continuing work in 1938-39, Thompson 

cleaned out an old ditch from the head of Eureka Creek, 
and laid over a thousand feet of pipe to bring water to his 

- ,round . Some gravel of the rim of the channei at the lower 
!nd of his claim was worked during the Spring of 1939 
with a monitor, w ith a fai r return . Thompson in 1940 
formed an agreement with Jerry Bickel , who had earlier on 

I lease worked the old claims of Dave Owens. The two 
len restored and old Eureka ditch, and laid 1,700 feet of 

.::.2- inch pipe to bring water to their claims, which adjoined 
claims which had earlier been worked at Mugginsville by 

""""'e Morse brothers. Water for the restored ditch came 
'om Old Mill Creek and from Goodyears Creek near the 

,elegraph Mine. Thompson and Bickel worked during 
1940 and 1941, but with a meager yield . 

Following World War II, during the years of wh ich 
rhompson d id no work on his claims, he from the 1950's 
nto the 1960's dry-washed, and did some washing with a 

pump when suffiCient water was available. 
Beginning in 1944 the Calida Lumber Company 

;onstructed a fine, gravel -surfaced road , from its sawmill 
Nhich was located about three miles southeast of Brandy 
City, up the ridge through the Eureka Diggings, to the 

J egion of Saddleback Mountain, for timber access, and in 
3ucceeding years , built a number of additional roads to 
'he main artery. 

There is nothing today at Eureka that tells of the many 
_	 buildings that were there , and of the intensity of the 

activity of the town . But the great extent of the diggings 
and the presence of great banks of the ancient river 
channel--- some of them between 75 and 100 feet high --

_	 continue to reveal the extensiveness of the diggings, and 
the fact that was done there . At the location of the old 
cemetery, which lies about a quarter of a mile east of the 
road through the Diggings, a few graves are to be seen . 

MUGGINSVILLE 
Southeast of Eureka, about a mile, a small settlement 

named Mugginsville developed. Here was worked a 
section of the same ancient river channel which was 
worked at Eureka.Among those who worked claims of the 
diggings of Mugginsvilie in the 1860's were : Thomas 
Mullin --- who it was reported was employing 13 men who 
were making about $15 a day to the man. --- William 
Morse, Dave Owens, and Mc Gillicuddy . Mullin also had a 
claim at Eureka,and along with John Weil, owned ditches 
there. Later, in the 1880's, and on into the early 1900's, the 
gravel at Mugginsville was worked by the members of the 
Morse family , brothers Robert and Albert. A third brother, 
Henry, was from the early 1900's until about 1915 the 
proprietor of a hardware and general store in Downieville, 
the building being adjacent on the east to the Up-to-Date 
Dry Goods Store of Mrs. Bertha 8 Aiken, which store 
occupied part of the Fritz Kaiser Building on lower Main 
Street. 

The Mountain Messenger of August 22nd of 1885, in 
news from Eureka, refers briefiy to (Mugginsville) as it is 
in the earlier times : "One quarter of a mile East of town 
(Eureka), was the little village of Mugginsville, w ith a 
boarding house, and blacksmith shop, besides a number 
of cabins. " The diggings of Mugginsville --- very small in 
comparison to those of Eureka --- can be seen from the 
Monte Cristo --- Telegraph Mine Road, as a scar on the 
west watershed of Goodyears Creek . 

CHAPARRAL HILL 
At Chaparral Hill, which is about one mile sOl'theast of 

Eureka, several mines developed which were early worked 
from the middle 1850's into the 1860's. An item from the 
Sierra Democrat of January 15th of 1859, speaks of: "The 
tunnelers at Chapparel Hill have good prospects, and in a 
few weeks will be doing a lively business at breasting and 
washing. The Chaparral Hill, Vulcan, Star Point, 
Michigan, and Canyon companies all have excellent 
ground , and will turn out big pay the coming season." 

A letter of the correspondent "Union" to the Sierra 
Democrat of June 29th of 1861, from Eureka, speaks 
interestingly of the people of Mugginsville, and of their 
strong Union sentiments and of their erecting a huge flag 
pole, running up the Stars and Stripes , and saluting it 
with their cannon. (See earlier in this Chapter the full 
quotation from this S. D. of 6-29-61.) 

In November of 1862, in a fight wh ich developed at the 
dump-house of the mine of the California Company at 
Chaparral Hi ll, out of a quarrel about the manner of 
working the ground of claim, Noah Jones was stabbed by 
David Jones, from which he died the following day. Jones 
was arrested, prior to Noah's death, and in a hearing 
before Justice of the Peace Wray was committed to jail to 
answer to the charge of assult and battery , which charge 
was changed to murder upon the death of Noah. 

FOOTNOTES 
(28) 	 Dr. Cyrus D. Aiken was, as a young man in his twenty's , a 

phYSician and surgeon begiining in 1850. It was he who tried 
to save Juan ita from being hanged for having stabbed a man 
to death . The trial was held In Downieville on July 5.th of 
1851 . The reader is referred to the author's Volume I of this 
series of books on the history of Sierra County: "DownlevIIJe, 
Gold Town on The Yuba" for a full acount of the cir 
cumstances of the stabbing. the trail, and the hanging. 

Dr. Aiken was an uncle of the author. In 1864 he pur
chased a home on Commerical Street In Downieville, which 
was built in 1854, and which has been lived in continuously 
by members of the same family since 1864 --- a period of 113 
years --- and has been for many years, and presently is the 
home of the author and his sister, Mrs. Bertha B. Reed , with 
their famil ies . 
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Histories of Monte Cristo, Excelsior and Fir Cap 

The site of the famous old mining settlement of Monte 
Cristo and its diggings, which produced from the early 
1850's into the early 1900's several hundreds of thousands 
of dollan~worth of gold, lie north of Downieville about five 
miles distant by the Downleville-to-Saddleback Mountain 
road, which bisects the diggings. The diggings and old 
town site lie about two miles south of the crest of Fir Cap 
Mountain and the side of a mountain which descends 
precipitously to Oak Ranch, a place earlier known as 
Cooper's Ranch and later as the Sheehan Ranch . Here by 
the middle 1850's developed a community of several 
hundred people possessed of all of the kinds of business 
enterprises, and initiating and nurturing an aura of the 
lure of gold which still lingers In the transfer-talk of the 
few still living who had tr'ansmltted to them actual ac
counts of the later mining at Monte Cristo. It Is great to 
hear them tell again what was told to them by their 
forebears. 

The earliest mining of the section of ancient river 
channel existent at Monte Cristo was mainly that of the 
running of drift tunnels Into the gravel as the 1856 
lithograph of the diggings which appears In this volume 
indicates. Later, the channel was worked by 
hydraullcklng , but along with this method, and following 
hydraulicklng, some of the ground was again worked by 
drift ing . The author's father, Michael J . Sinnott, worked at 
Monte Cristo when William J. Belcher was Superin
tendent of a mine there In the early 1900's, and remembers 
him telling later that some of the ground worked at that 
time was rich "clear to the grass roots", meaning that the 
gravel was paying all the way from the bed-rock to the 
surface. 

Among the early mines of Monte Cristo were: the 
Swallow, Empire, West Point, Exchange, Bluejay, 
Poodle, Cold Springs, Swanton, the claims of Byington 
and McMann (or McMahon), and those of Thatcher and 
Company. Some of the early businesses of the town are 
given in the section on : A General Introduction to the 
History of Northern Sierra County. 

The following two quotations, the first from the Sierra 
Citizen of April 29th of 1854, and the other from the Sierra 
Democrat of July 3rd of 1858, though brief, let us know 
that in those years Monte Cristo was a flourishing town: 
"Everything is hustle and bustle at Monte Cristo." And: 

"Monte Cristo is the liveliest and most even-going town In 
the county. Frazer --- (a reference to the exodus of miners 
to the Frazer River country of Canada upon news being 
received 0f- rlch strikes there) ----- has little effect on it. 
The tunnels are too rich.;' 

The following letter of the Monte Cristo correspondent 
"Gog" to the Sierra Democrat In the August 7tr, 1858 issue 
of that Downieville newspaper, tell Interstlngly of Monte 
Cristo : 

MONTE CRISTO 
August 5, 1858 

MR. EDITOR : 
"Notwithstanding the great struggle of Frazer rlverlsm 

and evil-doers against the interests of our country, and 
the honesty of our people, Monte Cristo stili flourishes In 
prosperity . Mining affairs continue about the same as 
heretofore. Some of the companies are at present 
repairing their tunnels; others are gleaning the products 
of their labor. The Empire Company, which was the last to 
find diggings, is doing well. 200 ozs. were washed out by 
them last week. Mercantile business is rather on the 
increase. Messrs. Ally and May have just completed a 
large stone building, which Is an ornament to the place 
and an honor to its enterprising builders . . ....... . . About 9 
o'clock this evening, a cabin on the border of town was 
destroyed by fire , but fortunately, there being no wind , all 
further damage was prevented. A few evenings since, the 
saloon of Messrs. McGinn and Thomas was entered and 
$153 stolen from behind the bar. The thief has not yet 
been detected . The health of the town Is remarkably good. 
As far as we can learn, with the exception of occasionally 
a slight accident, there has not been a case of sickness In 
town for several weeks, and all that Is desired among us Is 
a continuance of the same blessings which we already 
enjoy." 

GOG 

The following, which is from a letter of Capt. W. 
Wilburn, describes some of his experiences In Sierra 
County and of his going to Monte Cristo In 1855, and will 
be found interesting. The letter appeared much later In the 
November 30th, 1895, issue of the Mountain Messenger: 

CECILV!LLE 
Siskiyou County, Cal. 
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EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"It is forty years since I and two other boys left E I 

)orado County to go to Monte Cristo. We reached Forest 
':;ity all right, going via Grass Valley and Nevada City. We 
left Forest City late in the afternoon and reached what was 

-qfterward the lively town of Rock Creek, but which at the 
ime had but one cabin built by J. H. Hickox. At that time 
:orest City was yielding her hundreds of ounces of gold 
per day. From the City of Six we had a hard time to find 

---the trail to Downieville. After wandering around until dark 
ve finally camped by a large log and awaited the advent of 
mother day. We reached Downieville early, and had 
breakfast at the Temperance House, on the spot where F. 

-Kaiser's piace now stands. This was on August 5th, 1855. 
shortiy after went to Monte Cristo. At that time there 

vere but two ladies in camp. 
"Monte Cristo was a lively camp in those days. 

sverybody was taking out gold. At the West Point Mine I 
ecollect a nugget was taken out that was worth $1 ,000. It 
vas sold at auction of $1,050. I remained at Monte 

Cristo until 1858. I have since visited manyof the mining 
..samps of California and witnessed many changes. I was 

)ne of the 5,000 who witnessed the hanging of Harlow in 
>Iug Canyon (29), an incident in the history of the town 

that is yet fresh in the minds of the old-timers. It was by 
no means a pleasant sight. Half of my life has been spent 
~n Downieville. I left there in 1887 .. ... . 

"In my opinion there are no mining sections that come 
up to Sierra County. It is without a doubt the best county 
in the State for the prospector to go to, and the best for 

- hose who want to buy rich mines. I have met several 
3ierra County miners while up north. They all were 
,naking tracks for Sierra County." 

CAPT. W. WIBURN 

In early August of 1858 the safe of Stege's Restaurant 
at Monte Cristo was robbed of $350 in cash and a gold 

-~Natch. Two days previous, Chris. Klein, who roomed at 
:he restaurant building , was robbed of his watch and $14 
.n cash. Assuming it was the same man, the robber could 
certainly have "given one the time" . In October of the 

---'3ame year, Stephen S. Hayden of Nevada County, who 
lad been to see his cousin at La Porte, and was returning 
)n foot to Down ieville, was held up by three men dressed 
as Chinamen, when he was passing the sawmill near 

-Monte Cristo. They robbed him of 7 ounces of gold dust 
3.nd $295, after which they tied his hands behind him and 
Jlind-folded him. 

In April of 1859 a land slide at Monte Cristo, wh ich 
_ resulted when earth at the lower road through the 

diggings, which led to Poker Flat, parted, and was 
precipitated down the mountain side a distance of about 
400 feet, carried away three dwellings. It was soon 

_ ascertained that four persons were miSSing --- Mrs. Howe, 
two of her children, one an infant, and the young son of 
Mrs. B. Wright. The immediate search soon recovered 
the bodies of Mrs. Wright's boy and that of the infant. 
Another avalanche at night compelled a cessation of the 

- work of finding Mrs. Howe's body, but it was recovered 
when work was resumed early the following morning . The 
body of Mrs . Howe's daughter was not found until later in 
the day . 

A report of the sad occurrence in the S. D. of 4-23-59 
stated that, following the slide: "During all of Monday 
night fragments of rock and earth were heard tumbling 
down the mountain side, and another slide is looked for. 

- A large fissue in the earth a foot or more in width and 
upwards of a quarter mile in length exists stili higher up 
the mountain, into which ali the water from the melting 

snow above discharges itself. The fissure extends 
through the grave yard, leaving, in places, the coffins of 
the dead exposed. Preparations are being made for 
disintering the bodies. The flat underlying the Impending 
slide, on which a good portion of the town stands , Is 
entirely deserted. The loss is beyond estimation. Work in 
the tunnels has been suspended, the miners being afraid 
to venture into them, since the terrible calamity." 

In July of 1859 a fire, which destroyed the cabin of 
Peter Oeff, which was in the rear of Morgan and Com
pany's store, threatened for a time to consume other 
buildings of the town, but a bucket brigade in which 
several ladies partiCipated, put into action When the 
supply of water Immediately at hand gave out, proved 
effective in limiting the flames to the one building. A 
house belonging to Mrs. Wright, adjoining the Oeff cabin, 
was on fire two or three times, but the flames were not 
permitted to get a good start. To stop the spread of the 
fire, part of of the Oeff cabin was shoved down the 
mountain side. 

Only two months later, in September, a terrible fire, 
which had its origin in the gravel dump of the Swanton 
Mine, devasted Monte Cristo, almost destroying the 
entire town. A high wind made it impossible to control the 
flames, and the entire destruction of thirty-five buildings 
took less than an hour. Here from the Sierra Democrat of 
September 29th of 1859 is a description of the fire and a 
list of the losses: 

FIRE AT MONTE CRISTO 

"At about 2 o'clock of Monday afternoon, a fire was 
discovered in the dump house of the Swanton tunnel --
supposed to have originated in the blacksmith shop. The 
wind was high, and before a sufficient number of men to 
do any good had been alarmed, the flames spread to the 
neighboring buildings, and passed all mastery. The upper 
part of the town was all in flames in a few minutes, and 
before half an hour elapsed, the whole village was a red 
ruin. 

"Men strove at first to check the progress of the fire, or 
a great deal of the furniture and other loose property 
might have been saved. When all hope of arresting was 
given over, it was too late to save anything but life. 
Scarcely anyone took out of the town more than the 
soiled garments they wore while fighting the fire. Ally and 
May's store was the only fire-proof building In the place. 
The walls of it were somewhat affected by the intense 
heat from the burning town, but everything in the home 
was found unharmed. 

"A messenger was dispatched from the burning town 
to Downieville, and immediately a meeting was called 
upon the Lower Plaza to take measures for the relief of our 
neighbor. A committee was appointed to solicit sub
scriptions. About $500 was soon contributed, and the 
amount forwarded by 4 o'clock to the sufferers. All the 
mules in the town were saddled and sent up, and most of 
the ladies of the place were brought to town, where every 
provision possible was made for their comfort. For
tunately, no lives were lost, and no serious injury other 
than pecuniary, was sustained by anyone. To Mr. J. 
Stowe we are indebted for the following statement of 
loses --- figuring up about $75,000. 

"Isaac Stevens, Livery. Stable, $2,000; B. C. Stevens, 
$350; Dow, Childs and Co, $3,000: James Van Dyne, 
$500; (?) Jackson, $800; Newman and Bush, $4,500; 
Myers (store), $500; David Leach, $1,000; Stich and Co, 
$800; Barber, $1,000; Wm. Jacobs, $800; Ally and May, 
$4,000; C. K. Wright, $1,000; John Emerine, $1,000; 
George Emerson, $3,500; Thomas and Co., $800; John 
Weil, $2,500; I .ee Knight, $2,500; Mc Ginn, $1,500; L. 
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1856 lithograph of Early 	 Drift Mining at Monte Cristo 

Byington, $8,000; L. Lobenstein, $200; Thomas Freehill, 
$2,000; A. P. Williams, $1,000; E. C. Southworth, $800; 
Mrs . R. Fairchild, $800; Swanton Mining Co., $2,500; 
Monte Cristo Co ., $800; P. Leahigh, $4,000; Mrs. E. 
Fairchild, $500; Fred Rudge, $1,000, and about 100 
private dwellings valued at $250 each." 

In 1858 E. C. Southworth and O. P. Williams were 
attorneys at Monte Cristo; McGinn and Thomas were the 
proprietors of the Empire Saloon; and Lee Knight had the 
Exchange Saloon --- both places had billard tables ---; B. 
H. Johnson was the proprietor of the Monte Cristo Drug 
and Variety Store; and Dow, Childs, and Company had a 
saloon and were succeeded in its ownership in 1859 by 
Ralph Donovan. In 1859, Dr. E. G. Bryant succeeded 
Jo h nson as the proprietor of the drug store. In 1862, Peter 
Newman was the proprietor of th'e Monte Cristo Saloon, 
and in 1864 Owens and Newman were the proprietors of a 
brewery . 

The following news about Monte Cristo from a roving 
reporter of the Mountain Messenger, which appeared in 
the 6-28-62 issue of that newspaper, gives us some in
formation about some of the mines of Monte Cristo : 
"MONTE CRISTO: The claims now being worked are 
paying handsomely to the number of men at work. The 
Empire Company, working from 4 to 6 men are averaging 
from $6 to $7 per day to the hand. The Ravine Company 
are making good wages, and Sol Wood's claims, working 
only 3 or 4 hands, are from all appearances turning out a 
fortune. Spencer and Company, working on the west 
pOint, are also doing handsomely, and several parties 
working in ravines are making wages. The old Incline is 
pushing forward vigorously, and raising up, with ap
pearances of soon striking the 'blue land'. Three other 

Courtesy: 	Marcella Fischer Ponta. Mrs. Ruth Broughton 

and Museum at Downieville 

tunnels are also being worked at the same place." (NO· 
The reader will find more information about early mini 
at Monte Cristo, along with that at Excelsior, Fir Cap e 
the Telegraph Mine, in the many quotation items wh 
are entered as a supplement to this Chapter:) 

Following are four letters to the Editor of the Sie 
Demo! rat by the early Monte Cristo 'Oh Joe', which, 
peared in issues of that newspaper in 1863. The letters' 
of many things about Monte Cristo in a way which 
much more interesting than having a current writer 
express thGm. The first letter, that of January 25th, ref· 
to a change by some of the mines, from drifting (
running of tunnels into the gravel of the ancient ri 
channel) to hydraulicking . 

S. 	 D. 1-31-63: MONTE CRISTO LETTER 
MONTE CRISTO, January 25, 18' 

MR. EDITOR: 
"Ali quiet at Monte Cristo. Perhaps some of yl 

readers may think that the old and auriferous Mo 
Cristo is dead; but it is not so; she only sleepe 
beneath the snow-capped summit of the Sierra. I'll mak 
private bet, that in less than three years Monte Cristo \ 
shell out the ore as in the days of yore . Drifting herE 
about played out; and the different mining companies 
commencing to make preparations for the hydral 
pressure. Fisk and Co., of Eureka, have constructe( 
branch ditch from the head of Whisky Creek to this pI; 
during the past season, capable of carrying 500 inchee 
water. It is their intention next season to complete s 
ditch to the head of Goodyear's Creek. 

"H. S. Beck and Co. have purchased the old Crant 
claims, adjoining Bigelow's, and have constructed slul, 
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--
on the side of the hill nearly opposite Oak Ranch. They are 

- nearly ready for operation . The dirt in these claims 
prospects fifteen cents to the pan. Chas. Sponsel and Co. 
have constructed a large tailing flume, commencing near 
the rim rock of the Bigelow clnims and extending down 

- the hill nearly half a mile, in which they intend to convey 
the tailings of the Crandal, Bigelow, and Cold Spring 
claims. Charley has been to a great expense this season 
in constructing ditches, acqueducts, etc., and un

_ 	 doubtedly will be well remunerated for it. Next in rotation 
are the West Point, and Exchange, which in my opinion, 
will be the richest slucing diggings on the hill. Adjoining 
the Exchange are the Monte Cristo claims, owned by Sol 

_ 	 Wood. These claims have been under process of slucing 
for about two years, and little rumor says, have paid well. 
On the first start, freeze-out was the game, and con
sequently they did not pay grub; but now they have top
dirt that will prospect 12V2 cents to the pan; and any 

- quantity of dirt at that. Sol will eventually make a good 
thing of it. He has a water flume of his own, and is in
dependent of outside ditch companies. He employs one 
man, and expenses about $3 .62V2 per day; all under the 

-:- superintendence of 'Brother Jonathan'. ... .. Adjoining 
the Monte Cristo is the Swanton, owned by H. S. Beck 
and Co ., who intend to run a sluiCing tunnel next season. 
.... " Next is the Keystone; next, Ravine; and next, 

- Empire; all of which will be sluiced as soon as there is 
sufficient water. 

"The population here is variously estimated at from 
thirty-five to thirty-six persons. There are a few large and 

- commOdious houses, which could be leased to small 
families. Terms of rent to suit the occupants. A stone 
building has partly caved in . The roof is as flat as one of 
Griss' pan cakes ---- as is also a portion of. the walls. The 

- business portion of the town is composed of two whisky 
mills and a beef market. The depth of snow is about six 
feet ; while on the top of the Fir Cap, which is poco mas 
arriba (30), it is some twelve feet. Today the weather is 

- calm. Tomorrow, in order to keep up with the times, I 
expect it to be showery . The six days snow-storm caused 
a mighty large cavity in some of the wood plies around 

I here, and before the first of March I would not be sur
1- - prised if the boys should be compelled to pack some of 
: the loose buildings, in the shade of the evening, out of the

1_wet." 
Yours, etc. 

OH! JOE 

I P.S. Since writing the above, I understand that Wood's 
i flume, on the top of the hill near Excelsior, is lost. The 
; storm is supposed to have carried it off . Three men are 
--.., hunting for it today, and more wanted. 

O. J. 
I 
I 
I 

~ S. D. 3-14-63: MONTE CRISTO CORRESPONDENCE 
MONTE CRISTO , March 10th, 1863 

MR. EDITOR: 
"I've been waiting for a long time for something to 

'-- ' turn up " and 10 and behold! we have it. Snowshoe raCing 
is in vogue every Sunday. I think there are a few snow
shoe engineers at Monte Cristo who can distance the 
Alturas champions all hollow. The boys have two kinds of 

- dope which they use on their snow-shoes. One kind is 
termed the' inclined, up hill dope, ' and the other is 

. known as the "Monte Cristo telegraph lightning down hill 
dope." The first trial of the latter kind (to those few who 

- are in possession of the secret), was made two weeks 
sinco by one of the boys. He started from the top of Know 
Nothing peak, which is about one third of a mile back of 
town, and on an angle of about seventy degrees , and all 

that the spectators could see was a black streak coming 
down the hill. Time 9V2 seconds. It certainly was the 
swiftest running my eyes ever beheld. 

"The ladies have been taking a series of lessons in the 
art of snow-shoeing, also. On the first attempt, one of 
them in descending a small hill lost her balance, and 
brought up all standing on the top of . her cabaso . Last 
Sunday, one of the ladies went up near the top of the hill, 
with the up hill dope on her shoes, and on arriving at the 
starting point she was about to apply the down hill dope, 
when on searching her pockets she found that she had 
forgotten it and had to go down hill on foot very much 
disapPointed, and on arriving in town she said : • The next 
time I go out snow-shoeing I'll take my down hill dope 
with me, you bet!' In justice to the ladies I will say that 
they are adept scholars in the snow-shoe art . They can 
keep their balance while on the shoes as well as the 
gents, and apparently travel with as much art as a 
Polander. I expect that some of the Dead Broke and SI. 
Lawrence boys at Excelsior want to get some of our newly 
invented down hill dope to grease their cart wheels with . 
Be careful boys that you don't get the wrong dope, for 
Griff carries both kinds with him. 

"A grand race is expected to come off on Sunday the 
22nd, for $50.00 a side, and each party is to furnish his 
own dope. You can rest assured that the boys are sound 
on the up and down hill dope question, and should you 
• or any other man' have occasion to come this way on 
snow-shoes , the first salutation that would greet your 
ears would be -- what kind of dope do you use? Several of 
the boys have just finished a few of what they term Monte 
Cristo racers, ten and twelve feet in length, all polished, 
greased and doped to perfection. Uncle John has a pair of 
wild colts that jump stiff-legged with him occasionally . 
He taiks of sending for Rarey, as does also the 
shoemaker. Jim says, •Ohl Joe has been feeding his 
racers so high lately that he Is afraid to mount them for 
fear they will run away with him'. 

"We have one of the best weather gauges here that can 
be scared up. When Frank commences to shovel the trail 
for beeves, then look out for snow storms. Lager Beer 
Pete came in this morning with three jacks ioaded with 
beer. My advice to Pete is not to load his jacks quite so 
heavy the next time he packs them up the Monte Cristo 
hill. 

"Mining is at a standstill. The Nary Red Co. is ready 
for water, and the Dead Broke Co. (Charley Spaniel or 
Sponsel, Foreman), is still cutting their ground sluices. 
Brother Jonathan, as I have been informed, has found his 
flume in the vicinity of Fir Cap ..... The babe of Monte 
Cristo injured his back yesterday, caused by packing too 
large a load of wheat. He filled his box too full. You will 
·hear from me again, perhaps, next time I write ." 

Yours, etc. 
OH! JOE 

MONTE CRISTO CORRESPONDENCE 

S. 	D. 4-4-63: 
MONTE CRISTO: March 30th, 1863 

MR. EDiTOR: 
"We and every mother's son of us have been lying idle 

now for about two weeks, in the long month of March, and 
all the cry is Water, water, water. Fisk, why the devil don't 
you send us some? Griff says if you don't send some 
soon , he will try the virtue of down hili dope in the 
Siuices. 

"The Spring fights have already commenced, and the 
ball is open. The first lesson in the manly art was given a 
short time since by Billy and old Davy. Before, and during 
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the battle, Davy was well supplied with down hili dope, 
and the supposition is that Billy had applied the up hili 
dope before commencing the attack, from the fact that 
during each round , Davy was seen to fall under. Finally, 
was reenforced with a little more dope, and making a 
desperate charge on Billy's frontispiece, crying at the top 
of his voice, 'dowl de mucha, you know I am drunk, for 

\ you wouldn't take the advantage of me If I wasn't '. The 
'.Iast charge closed the scene, and both contestants were 
willing to call it a draw, Davy in particular. 

"The grand race that was expected to come off the 
22nd inst ., came off in a horn. The day was fine, the track 
clear, but the contestants failed to come to time. Con
siderable money would have changed hands no doubt, 
had the race come off. The boys were In great glee - 
each, as a matter of course, expecting to win on his man. 
The day's entertainment closed with a few scrub races for 
refreshments, such as lager, cigars, etc.... . . On Thurs
day night the 19th inst., Wm. Thomas of Excelsior, was 
overtaken by a snow-storm, and had to lie out all night on 
the topof Fir Cap.He left Howland Flat on the afternoon of 
the 19th in company with one Camford of Rock Creek, and 
when a short distance this side of Dead Wood, Camford 
began to peg out, and thought he would fall should he 
attempt to make the riffle to Excelsior that night. Thomas 
then advised him to go to Sebastopol, and In order to put 
him on the direct course, detained himself about thirty 
minutes; consequently, when he arrived on the top of the 
ridge between Saddle Back and Fir Cap, darkness spread 
his mantle over him. Thomas, knowing he was lost, took 
lodgings-under the shelter of a large fir tree, without fire 
or blankets. Resolved as he was, he bid defiance to the 
Storm King that was howling around him In every 
direction . For twenty-four hours in this perilous situation 
--- to use his own expression ; -- daylight made its ap
pearance, with snow falling thick and fast, and so goggy 
one could scarcely see twenty feet ahead. Being cheered 
up somewhat by having a little more daylight, he started 
(as he supposed) for Excelsior. Four times he traveled 
around on the top of the ridge, and each time round 
brought him to his camping ground. Being somewhat 
disheartened, he finally concluded to take a shoot down 
the hill --- as he supposed, to the North Fork --- iet him 
bring up where his snowshoes might chance to take him. 
In less than ten minutes, after running a distance of about 
one mile and a half, through a very thick growth of timber, 
he found himself landed on the top a miner's cabin at the 
head of Goodyear's Creek, near Fisk and Co.'s ditch. After 
refreshing the inner man, he arrived in town about 3 
o'clock P.M. of the 20th very much fatigued . Bill says it 
was the longest night he ever experienced." ..... "I have 
heard it whispered in social circles that a wedding is on 
the tapiS. Bully for the bridgegroom, whoever the lucky 
cus may be." ... "I am pleased to See' MINER' after 
Philosopher Pond with a sharp stiCk. Had' MINER' not 
made his debut before the people, I should have 
suggested that resort . 

"Tell Quciksilver that I think the up hill dope will work 
to a charm. It is the just the compound he is In search of. 
Why it is that people should remain in darkness so long, I 
can't conceive. I've noticed several boys from the other 
side , returning home, use it in order to 11ft the hill . As it is 
a very valuable article, I will endeavor to send a small 
decoration labelled, 'Genuine up hill dope' to 
Quicksilver, Sierra Buttes" with the following postscript: 
'This package must not be opened till the invoice is paid . ' 
Now Quick, no shenanigan, old boy...... As regards 
Lager Beer Pete and the new species of long-eared jacks, 
I'll attend to him the next time I find him in a cigar store. 
Pete is a 'brick', you bet. . .... The defunct beef merchant 

at Eureka sent two men over one day last week, and carted 
off about 100 pounds of our choicest beef from Lew 
Byington's shop, very much against Frank's consent. The 
Eureka cusses are too lazy, or negligent, 	to keep the trail 
open from Oak Ranch, and come over here and pack It 
from us poor devils. Frank, if you let that firm serve you 
so again, we'll enter a protest. .. .. Some of the boys talk 
of going to the Gutta Percha mines soon." 

Yours, etc. 
OH! JOE 

S. 	 D. 4-25-63: 
MONTE CRISTO 

Aprl I 22, 1863 
MR. EDITOR: 

"Water has come and the hydraulic companies have 
commenced piping up to the tune of 8 hang up the fiddle 
and the bow", and use"the shovel and the hoe, for there Is 
plenty of hard work, etc. The Gold is so plentiful you can't 
see it for dirt. When the boys clean up, 	I will report ac
cordingly. It Is our opinion they will do well this Spring, 
notWithstanding the lateness of the water season. 

"Yesterday, while piping, the Deadbroke Company 
tapped the mouth of the Bigelow Tunnel, and about one 
thousand Inches of water came rushing out, and down the 
cut into the slucies, and over the grizzly, carrying with It 
boulders, dirt, track, track iron, timbers, 	tools, and what 
not down to Oak Ranch, howling In the distance ilke a 
mighty cataract. When the reservOir, ortunnel, first broke, 
the boys, four in number, were ail down 	In the cut, who, 
thinking -dIScretion the better part of valor, skeddaddled 
up the bank, over stone, timber and other obstacles as 
fast as leg ball could be given, crying to one of the Nary 
Red boys who was near the receiver, to 'shut pan'. The 
roaring lasted for about ten minutes, then all was quiet. 

"The Empire, Ravine, and Keystone, I am Informed, 
are making good wages. It was reported here last evening 
that six or eight of the Excelsior boys are about to join 
Captain Cochran's company of volunteers. Amongst the 
number is J. C. Metler, merchant, who offers to give $100 
besides. Joe is a man who has many friends, and should 
he enlist, he will carry with him the best wishes of both 
young and old. Hugh Corbett oHers $200, and other 
parties from $100 down to $50, $40, etc. The Names of 
other vol unteers I have not as yet ascertained ......... " 

Yours, OH I JOE 

Mining at Monte Cristo continued active through the 
1860's into the 1870's, with, however, the general con
dition being that production of many of the mines 
declined from earlier yields. Considerable information 
about several of the mines at Monte Cristo is given in the 
excerpts here quoted from an article of the November 
24th , 1877, issue of the Mountain Messenger It is to be 
noted that placer mining almost totally dominated mining 
at Monte Cristo, but that at this time a tunnel was also 
being run to develop a quartz ledge there. 

MONTE CRISTO 
November, 1877 

EDITOR MOUNTAIN MESSENGER : 
"Perhaps a few items from this precinct would not be 

uninteresting to some of your many readers , Mr. Ed i tor, 
to let them know how we are getting on . Six companies 
are working here at present, besides the tunnel being run 
to develop the Johnson Quartz Ledge. 

"Fi rst , the Empire at the south end of town, not paying 
at present, the boys pushing back for the low channel in 
the ridge. Next , the Swailow Company, working more 
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men than for a year past, and paying its usual good 
- dividend. The Poodle Dog joins the Swallow, in which the 

dirt looks well and is paying handsomely. Then the Ex
change, now paying well and promising to continue doing 
so for some time to come, as the boys are working new 

- ground well back into the hill . Next northerly is the Cold 
Spring, which for the past three years has been 
prospecting the middle ground without finding much pay, 
but are now opening out in front, where good pay is 

_ known to exist. The north end of the town is flanked by 
the mine and tunnel of Charley Sponseil, et al. ---- the 
Basalt Rock Company. Th is Company for years have been 
taking out good pay in the front ground, but this Winter 

_ intend running back northeasterly into the ridge to see 
what is in store for them there. You ask Charley what he 
thinks about there being pay in the Ridge, and, with a 
little French toss of his head, and rolling of the eyes 
toward the summit of the hill, he will tell you that 'those 

- mountains are full of gold'. Joining the B. R. Company on 
the northeast is the Ben Lomand Mine, owned by the 
same Company, whose tunnel will develop this mine also, 
when it's back far enough. In the ampitheatr9 of the hills, 

- lying to the north of and joining the Ben Lomand, is the 
Buena Vista Mine, owned by W. M. Towle, et. al. This 
place, being properly a suburb of Monte Cristo, has lately 
been christened Echo City. ... . .... We found our old friend 

- and irrepressible prospector, Towle, still pushing ahead 
here, (where he has been at work for the last four years), in 
good spirits, and with full expectation of getting the pick 
into the pay dirt on the proper level for profitable working 

- during the coming Winter .. ...... ..." 


M 

- The following article from the M. M. of 11-9-78, reports 
on the resolutions which were adopted at a meeting of the 
people of Monte Cristo, the meeting being occasioned as 
a result of the frequent robbing of the sluices by Chinese: 

MONTE CRISTO 
November, 1878 

_ EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"At a meeting of the citizens of Monte Cristo held at 

.the residence of Michael Gillespie on the evening of Nov. 
1 s t, 1878, whereat W. M. Towle was elected President and 

_ Charles D. Cooper, Secretary, the following committee 
-vVas chosen on resolutions, to-wit: Charles Brooks, John 
McBride, Charles Sponseil, Jacob Lewis, William Lewis, 
Thomas Hughes, Michael Flynn, who reported the 
following preamble and resolutions which were un

n aminously adopted: 
"Whereas, Since their departur:e .n.othing of the kind 

occurred, but all has been peace and quietness, and 
WHEREAS, Rumors are abroad that Chinese are 

- meditat ing coming here again to live, it is hereby 
RESOL VED, That we the Citizens of Monte Cristo, in 
public meeting assembled, proclaim that it is with regret 
that we hear of such rumors, and that it is our desire that"0 more Chinese shall come here again to work or reside; 
'lnd we pledge ourselves jointly and sevE'rally to use our 
influence against their dOing so. Should they, however, 

'see fit to come, the well known hospitality of our citizens 
- Nill not permit them to suffer with the cold. 

RESOL VED, That a copy of the proceedings of this 
;neeting be forwarded to the office of the Mountain 
Messenger, with request for its publication. The meeting 

- then adjourned sine die. " 

CHARLES D. COOPER, Secretary 

SNOWSLIDES: 
On January 12th of 1911, Fred Phelps and Thomas 

Edwards were caught in a small snowslide which came off 
the bank at Monte Cristo. They were covered by the slide, 
but the Chinese cook at the mine happened to see the 
slide, and with the help of Mrs. Phelps, dug them out. 

In March of the same year, John Deal was swept to his 
death in a snowslide at Monte Cristo, and Tony Peckwith, 
John Noland, Ira Olds, L. P. Hansen and Jake Brand, 
narrowly escaped. The men had gone from Monte Cristo 
to the White Bear Mine to shovel snow from the buildings 
of that mine, and after finishing that work were returning 
to Monte Cristo, and were croSSing a sag in a small 
ravine, just south of the diggings, when the snow broke 
away just above them. "The last anyone of the boys saw 
of Deal he was standing almost on ris head in the sliding 
snow with half his body buried. His feet stuck straight up 
in the air with his snowshoes still on them, and his body 
was being carried along down toward V:hiskey Creek like 
the wind. Peckwith rushed back to Monte Cristo to get 
shovels and help, and Noland went to the White Bear to 
get help. Hansen and Band were carried down 350 feet 
and Olds not so far, but all three were only partially 
buried. They all worked at searching for Deal's body, 
working until well after dark, but were unable to locate 
him although they found his snowshoes near the bottom 
of the slide. In the morning the men left for Downieville to 
get help, and a large group of volunteers from the town 
made the trip to Monte Cristo to search for the body, and 
men from the White Bear and Telegraph mines, including 
Albert Morse, John Daneri, Heyward Brown, Joe Thomas, 
and Ira Olds, also joined the search. After trenching about 
25 feet, Deal's body was found under about four feet of 
snow, and being about 400 feet below the pOint of origin 
of the slide." 

Within a few days of the above snowslide, another 
slide at the Telegraph Mine demolished the quartz mill at 
the mine, but no one was injured. This mill had been 
rebuilt three years previously, which in turn had replaced 
a mill which had been destroyed in a snowslide the winter 
before. 

In January of 1913, a small snowslide, that started at 
Monte Cristo, went all the way down the mountainside to 
Oak Ranch, but no damage was done to any buildings . 

A FIRE: 
A fire at the West Point Mine at Monte Cristo in 

November of 1907 entirely destroyed the board Ing house 
and its equipment and supplies. The fire was discovered 
by the Chinese cook shortly after the men had gone to 
work. Efforts of the men to control the fire were hampered 
because a very large quantity of blasting caps was stored 
close to where the fire was raging. In a short time the caps 
exploded, completely demolishing the building. It was a 
hard blow to the owners of the mine, John Peckwith and 
son, Tony, and Henry Spaulding, as their winter supply of 
provisions, wood, etc., were but recently laid in and 
everything was in readiness for the season's work. 

EXCELSIOR 

The site of the early settlement of ExcelSior, which 
developed around the mines which early worked a section 
of an ancient river channel, lies about a mile --- airline 
distance -- northeast of Monte Cristo, or about a mile and 
a half by a road from Monte Cristo. The diggings lie near 
the head of Excelsior Ravine which has the mouth of its 
creek on Downie River about four miles north of 
Downieville. Among the early mines of Excelsior were the 
Excelsior Company, the Deadbroke Company, the St. 
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Lawrence Company, the claims of the Eagle Company, 
those of Sol Woods, and the claims of Dyke and Lewis. 
Sol Woods, who was one of the most prominent mining 
men of the Monte Cristo-Excelsior-Eureka area, also 
owned a ditch and flume system, part of which obtained 
its water from Shamrock Springs and fr0m the ravines 
north and east of Fir Cap Mountain. Water beyond his 
own needs was sold to other mining companies. 

The following letter to the Editor of The Sierra 
Democrat of the Excelsior correspondent "Deacon", wh ich 
appeared in the March 19th of 1858 issue of that 
Downieville newspaper,and which describes some races 
on what the article calls "snowskates" ,i.e., snowshoes or 
skis, is of sufficient worth to quote in its entirety. Here we 
have evidence of the use of snowshoes in races, even 
though the races described in this particular instances 
were not of the character of the great snowshoe race 
tournaments, which were held beginning in the early 
1860's in several of the towns of Northern Sierra County, 
including Howland Flat, Gibsonville, La Porte, St. Louis, 
and Port Wine. 

EXCELSIOR 

Excelsior, March 16, 1858 

ED.DEM : 	 _ 
"A few items from this elevated district will no doubt 

be of interest to you, if in no other light than to give 
variety to the dull routine of local news gathered in and 
around your devoted 'Sleepy Hollow', and political 
quibbles clipped from exchanges. Come up and spend a 
week with us --- I know you will be pleased with the 

• 	 prospect at this season of the year. A trip from here to the 
top of the Fir Cap, on snowskates, would be nice healthy 
exercise and valuable to you. The immense banks of snow 
drifted in many places to the depth of fifty feet are grand 
to Oehold. 

"Business has been completely prostrated for several 
weeks on account of the heavy fall of snow; but since the 
inclemency of the weather has compelled us to stop our 
work, the fun-loving citizens of Excelsior have not been 

_ 	 dormant, and let the hours while away without a good 
share of social amusement. The ancient and honorable 
order of E. C. V. has met more frequently than usual, thus 
adding fourfold to the social influence and pleasing in
structions derived therefrom. The ancient order of P. W. 
C. is in full blast --- regular meetings twice in each week 
and oftener when it is thought necessary to meet. The 
object of this organization is naturally calculated to do 
much good to its members, both locally and in

-	 tellectually. 
"The. most interesting and novel engagement of the 

season, was a match race against time, between Boston 
Jack and Fraser, which came off on the 9th inst. --

- distance 120 yards down hill, through three feet of new 
fallen snow. A large crowd assembled at one of the most 
popular saloons to witness the race. Side bets were of
fered and freely taken on both sides. One spent all his 

- money on Boston Jack, and others were strongly in favor 
of Fraser. At the appointed time the signal was given, and 
Fraser led off, well balanced, and came through in nine 
and a half seconds. It was then though best to have an 

- umpire chosen. to avoid difficulty. This being arranged, 
the word was given for Boston Jack to try his speed, 
which was a signal failure in the first attempt, he lost his 
balance on the start, and 'broke' badly; then floundered -

-	 - made a desperate effort to recover --- but lost the first 
heat by eleven seconds. A second race against time was 
arranged, in which Fraser was declared winner, after 

repeated breaks and flounders. It was then agreed for 
others to enter the list and run against time for the lager-
- the loser of courSe to treat the field. Of those who 
entered the list were Boston Jack, Fraser, Bar-keep, AI, 
Ned, and Joe. After repeated rounds and as many times to 
lager, Joe was declared first best, and Boston Jack loser 
again ~- time varying from nine to fifteen seconds. 

This was rather too slow a process --- too much 
valuable time was lost while so many contestants were on 
the track one at a time, so it was proposed that all run at 
once, the last man home to pay the whisky for the field. 
This was cheerfully acceded to by all, as it promised fairly 
to curtail time between drinks. All being stationed at a 
proper distance apart, at the instance of the umpire 
started abreast. The first bound made by AI and Boston 
Jack resulted in a collison, and caused them to break up, 
but they soon recovered . Fraser and Bar-keep next in turn 
broke badly and then floundered --- giving AI and Boston 
Jack time to pass on the port side. Boston Jack and 
Fraser broke again; Bar-keep and Ned passed. AI lost his 
balance, but soon gained his equilibrium and made ~ood 
time home . Joe found his level once, but recovered in 
time to come in three lengths ahead of AI. Bar-keep was 
again forced to measure his length on the track, while 
Boston Jack and Ned took advantage of his confused 
condition and gained the ring two lengths ahead, leaving 
Fraser fifty feet in the rear, making a desperate effort. He 
was completed to succumb and whisky the field. A 
general jollification ensued, and repeated feats similar to 
the last described followed. The approach of night 
arrested their progress, and drove them from the scene of 
the evening's entertainment. 

"People are very anxiously awaiting the result of a race 
that will take place soon between two of our most 
dignified Citizens, who agree to run 100 yards for 
overseer of the road --- the loser to have the office --- it 
being classed second to the Presidency of the United 
States --- and by common consent to be subject to all the 
abuse possible from an indignant community . 

"We have all of the scientific games of the day, from 
chess up to the celebrated shanghai ~- such as high-Iow
jack-game, whist, crib, euchre, five's and forty, pitch 
seven -up, Whistle-jaCk, etc . 

"Some time will elapse before business will liven up . 
The great depth of snow impedes the miner's progress at 
present , but the harvest is nigh at hand, and is looked to 
with high hopes of a prosperous season." 

Yours respectfully, 

DEACON . 

The following paragraph of news from the Sierra 
Democrat of August 21 st of 1858, tells of the richness of 
several of the mines of Excelsior: "The tunnels at this 
place are being put in with all possible dispatch. The 
Excelsior and Dead Broke companies are taki:1g out good 
pay. I n the former the g ravel is found to be richer than any 
at Monte Cristo, on this side of the mountain. From two 
cars, running during last Saturday afternoon and night , 
the boys washed up over 26 ounces." 

In June of 1860, the Haven Brothers shortened and 
improved the trail from Excelsior to Downieville . From 
Red Dog they went down the east side of the hill. and then 
along the said hill toa point on the Monte Cristo trail, where 
they took the west side of the ravine and kept on an easy 
grade down to Zumwalt Flat at the northeastern end of 
Downieville. They left out many crooks and steep pitches 
that were on the earlier trail . 

The M. M. of 6-6-60, reported: "Excelsior has sti II no 
place where liquor is sold. The boys come to town to do 
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their drinking. The population consists of about 100 
persons --- 10 ladies, plenty of children, and good 
prospects for more gold than all of them will ever need." 

A snowslide at Excelsior in mid-January of 1862, killed 
two persons, injured others, and did considerable damage 
to property. C. W. Johnson and J. B. Marshall were both 
killed while sitting in the store of the former. G. W. 
Martin, Hercules De Rosier, and H. G. Larned were In
jured. Porter and Beaumont's house was totally 
destroyed, and the houses of S. W. Steel and Harry 
Williams were damaged. Dr. Kibbe left at once to help the 
injured and "had a terrible time in getting over the deep, 
wet snow." 

In 1861 the people of Excelsior wished to be in a 
separate road district and separate voting precinct from 
that of Monte Cristo . The following article from the S. D. 
of March 9th of the year, speaks of this desire: "EX
CELSIOR: This thriving place is anxious to secede from 
Monte Cristo. The latter has seen its best days, while 
Excelsior looks a long way forward to them. Excelsior is 
in Township 9, and Monte Cristo in 4, so that there is no 
justice in obliging the new burg to remain in the same 
precinct and road district with its old neighbor. The 
Excelsior people have distinct road interests from their 
neighbor, and wish to make such use of their labor and 
money as will enhance their own facilities of travel. Being 
in a different township, too, they are entitled to a precinct 
of their own. The Board of Supervisors will be 
memorialized conc~rning these matters , and will of 
course grant the little place its rights." . 

The Excelsior correspondent "Dead Broke" in the 
following letter which was entered in the S. D. of 6-29-61, 
writes, among other things, of many leaving the set
tlement, they having obtained a fine yield from their 
mining operations: 

EXCELSIOR 
June 26, 1861 

EDITOR DEMOCRAT: 
"As I see that our prosperous little mining town is 

entirely neglected in your excellent journal, I thought I 
would drop you a line and inform the readers of the 
Democrat how we get along . The diggings are all paying 
well. The Dead Broke had last week 95 ounces, and only 
worked a small force, as they were repairing their main 
tunnel. The st. Lawrence had 50 ounces, working only 
two cars . In a few weeks more they expect to strike the 
main channel, when they will astonish the miners of 
California with some big licks. 

"A great many of our citizens have left within the last 
few months, and many more are preparing to follow, I am 
glad to state from personal knowledge that they are all 
leaving with means enough at their command to Insure 
them a happy home in some of our fertile valleys. Your 
correspondent, however, is not one of them, as he thinks 
he will have to stay on the mountain until Gabriel blows 
his horn. 

"As to politics here, tell you frankly and candidly that, 
with the exception of two or three, we are all strong for the 
Union. The nominations made by the Union Democracy in 
Downieville on the 17th inst., give entire satisfaction, and 
will receive a large majority, if not all the votes cast on 
this hill . On that you may rely, sure. 

"We were a little surprised on Tuesday morning when 
we got up and learned that there was a grocery opened 
last night. Now I tell every person opening a run-hole on 
Excelsior Hill it won't pay; the boys will not support it. 
Although we like our cocktails, etc., as well as anybody, 

we won't take them here; and in two weeks from date the 
one that has opened will close." 

DEAD BROKE 

The M. M. in a paragraph of its 6-28-62 issue con
tributes the following about mining at Excelsior: "This 
place does not seem to improve much during the last 
year, but all the claims appear to be doing well. The St. 
Lawrence Company, working 15 men on a shift, average 
about 175 ounces per week, and have run up as high as 
250 ounces some weeks. Dead Broke works 14 hands to 
the shift, and averages 100 ounces per' week. The Ex
celsior is working only 12 men in all and averages about 
80 ounces. Vandyke and Lewis are sluiCing, and average 
$10 to$12 to the hand." 

The ExcelSior group of mines for many years, and at 
the present time, is owned by the estate of the late John 
Costa, of which for many years until 1974, John C. 
Folsom of Downieville, who until his death In 1974 had a 
one-fourth interest in them, was agent. The mines of 
Excelsior in recent years from 1966 have been under fease 
to Vernon Huffman of Downieville. In 1932, Claude Wills 
built a road connecting Excelsior with the Downieville
Saddleback Mountain Road. This road branches from the 
latter a short distance west of Monte Cristo. The channel 
worked by the Monte Cristo and Excelsior mines, 
designated the Monte Cristo-Excelsior channel, has an 
east-west direction, is from 800 to 1,500 feet wide, is 80 to 
100 feercreep, and has a grade of about 100 feet to the 
mile. 

The author is indebted to Mr. John C. Folsom for the 
following information about the comparatively recent 
history of mining at Excelsior: 

About 1900, N. B. Fish --- who was the grandfather of 
Mrs . Emma Folsom, the mother of Mr. Folsom -- and a 
Mr. Bergen, who were operators of the Excelsior group of 
claims, i .e., the Deadbroke, SI. Lawrence, Eagle, and the 
Excelsior at the time, bought the claims of Sol Wood. few 
years later the two George Brothers and Fish and Bergen 
entered into an agreement according to which the former 
would bring water from Gyant's Ravine to Excelsior with 
which to hydrauliC the ground, for one-half Interest In the 
above claims . The George Bros. and Fish and Bergen 
began their work of hydraullcklng, using four monitors, at 
the north end of the Excelsior group of claims, but the 
gravel yielded but little gold. They then shifted their 
operations to the south, and the yield increased suf
ficiently for them to break even. They worked these claims 
until 1904, in which year John Costa purchased the in
terest of Fish and Bergen. The Costa Brothers continued 
working the channel toward the south. The last year 01 
their work yielded a profit of $6,000. 

In 1906 the Debris Commission, enforcing the Anti· 
Debris legislation, ordered the closing of the hydrauliC 
operations. After this closing, hydraulicklng was nevel 
resumed. In 1934 John C. Folsom and Andrew Johnsor 
opened the old Eagel Tunnel with the object of reachln~ 
the ground of the Excelsior claim through it. They hac 
reason to believe , from information supplied them, tha 
there existed an opportunity for good returns in the Ex 
celsior. They worked at opening up the old tunnel and ir 
putting up a raise until 1938, in which year Mr. Johnson': 
death brought the work to an end before they were able te 
make the connection with the old Excelsior workings. 

FIRC4P 

The early and small settlement of Fir Cap was locate 

on a small flat about 300 yards distant northeast of tl" 

portal of the current Telegraph Mine. It is to be judge 
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from general circumstances that the town probably 
consisted of no more than than 10 to 15 buildings and had 
a population of about 50. The author's grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Sinnott, Sr., lived for several years at Fir 
Cap following living on lower Goodyears Creek for a time, 
but returned to this Goodyears Creek home for the 
winters. One of the daughters 01 the family was born at Fir 
Cap. The family then moved to Howland Flat and made its 
home there from the 1880's into the early 1900's. 

Among the mines of Fir Cap and vicinity were the 
~ollowing; The Richardson Company --- which was later, 
In the early 1860's, to become known as the Hibernia 
Company --- the Spoletto, the Marino, Pyramid, Jackson, 
Shamrock, Washington, Golden Gate, Philadelphia, New 
York, and the Antelope. The following excerpts from a 
letter of S. Old to the Mountain Messenger of June 11 th of 
1864, affords a clear identification of the nature of the 
work of several of these mines of the Fir Cap Mining 
District. The reference to the town of Pyramid is of in
terest. The author made known this reference to Mr. 
Vernon Huffman of Downieville, who has a thorough 
knowledge of the Monte Cristo, Telegraph, Excelsior, and 
Fir Cap areas, and he readily identified the "Pyramid 
Rocks" mentioned in the letter, and helped the author 
locate the very probable site of what appears to have been 
a very small settlemnt. 

FIR CAP MINING DISTRICT ---- FIR CAP 

Sierra County, Cal. 
June 7, 1864 

MR. EDITOR: 
"The Richardson Company at the head of Goodyears 

Creek have for the last two weeks been opening new gang
ways through soft bed-rock ...... . . I understand they 
intend to put on more men next week, and start the 
'golden ball' a rolling once more . .... The Spoletto ad
joining the Richardson Company, on the South are 
running a bed-rock tunnel in the mountain which is ~ome 
fifty feet lower than the Richardson tunneL They are now 
some five hundred feet in the hill, through bed-rock and in 
ce~ent. Next on the south of the Spoletto is the Fir Cap, 
which commenced operations, I believe some time in 
1855, and which has been running off and on since that 
date ........ They are now in the mountain nearly 800 feet 

and in solid bed-rOCk, some of which has cost them a~ 
high as $80 per foot .. .. ... Next are the Marino claims 

lying. dormant. Next is the Pyramid, which has been 
running a cement incline in order to find the level of the 
be~-rock . Ne.x~ are the Jackson and the Washington, 
~hlch are waiting on the Pyramid to propect for them to 
find out how low to start their tunnels .. .... Some of the 
boys were out prospecting for quartz yesterday and found 
a good prospect ...... Today they are locating claims and 
grea,~_ excitement prevails on account thereof. .. .. 

rhe heaviest clap of thunder I think I ever heard was 
~xperienced here on Sunday afternoon the 5th inst. ' The 
lightening struck the Pyramid rocks on the top of 'Fir Cap' 
Just back of the town of Pyramid, and sent a thousand 
tons of rock, more or less, down the steep precipice and 
Into the canyon below ........ Some of the boys say hail 
stones fell here on the 29th of Mayas small as large sized 
goose eggs. I think they did, for I saw one of my room
mates at the time, chewing something ." 

Yours truly, 

S. OLD 

The following article from the M. M. of June 27th of 
1863, affords considerable information about the early 

history of the claims of the Hibernia Company, which 
were earlier known as those of the Richardson Company, 
and includes data on the lengths of drift tunnels of several 
of the mines of the area: 
"NEW DIGGINGS: " . . ...... We give what we were able to 
gather in a recent visit to the Hibernia claims, (formerly 
known as the Richardson Company). This tunnel, 
commenced eight years since, has been worked, with but 
little intermission, from the commencement, and during 
the time has been once sold out at Sheriff's sale, many 
members of the old company buying in again and 
determiningly pushing ahead the work ..... . There is no 
doubt in regard to the richness of the lead, as all who have 
seen the dirt will testify. A pan of dirt which we saw taken 
from Gt car panned out nearly two ounces of very coarse 
gold, besides much fine gold which escaped in lumps of 
gravel during a hasty panning out, and which could be 
plainly seen by crushing in the hand. Gold was visable 
also throughout the dirt in the car, the gravel being of a 
very dark blue color --- almost black -- and of volcanic 
formation apparently. The men who have stuck to the 
work from the beginning have been regarded as fools by 
their former partners, and few others have any confidence 
in their success, but they are now reaping the reward of 
their perseverance. After their claims were sold by the 
sheriff, the name of the company was changed to the 
Hibernia, and all the owners in it, except one, are Irish
men. John Dooly and John and Moses Furlong remained 
here during the long months of winter in the Sierra, living 
on bread and water, hard beans and hard work, and seeing 
only two or three other human beings during the whole 
season. ' " They seem to have run over the channel about 
a year since and struck into hard top rock. Returning to 
near the old channel and running off in an angle, they 
struck it again, but at a lower depth and very rich; and 
sinking down a few feet, they now have prospects which 
rival the fabulous Cariboo. Hundreds of men who lost 
their time and money years ago --- some of whom have 
wandered about in poverty ever since ---- will now return 
to realize, or see others realize, fortunes out of their old 
claims located along the ridge. Surveyors are now busy 
running over the boundaries and jumping has already 
commenced. A new trail, crossing just above the Hibernia 
claims and Fisk's ditch, from Eureka to Excelsior, will 
soon be completed, when the pack trains will leave the old 
trail by Oak Ranch, thus avoiding both the descent and 
ascent of heavy grades. A saloon will be completed at this 
point of the trail in a few weeks, and it is probable that 
considerable other building will soon commence. 

"As it will be interesting to many, I give you the names 
of the different tunnels below this, and the number of feet 
they are in, as near as I could ascertain from miners 
acquainted with the works since their commencement. I 
will begin at Monte Cristo: Eureka, 1,200 feet; Incline, 
300 feet, shaft, and about 2,000 feet tunnel; Golden Gate, 
600 feet; Washington, 1,300 feet; Jackson, 200 feet; 
Philadelphia, 150feet; New York, 600 feet; Antelope, 400 
feet, and also a new tunnel in 100 feet; Fi r Cap, 800 feet; 
the claims of which Geo. Stafford was foreman, 300 
feet; Nie Freeman, 100 feet; Hibernia, 1,700 feet. Besides 
these there are a number of tunnels above on which work 
has been suspended from two to five years . We doubt if 
any of these claims are jumpable, and very likely those 
who attempt it will roll in the dirt fornothing. 

"Another correspondent from this promising mining 
district, June 22nd, says: 'Our little hamlet is getting to 
be the centre of attraction. Today we were visited by a 
delegation of ladies from Excelsior Hill, loaded down with 
fruit, cake and wine, of which we partook freely and 
enjoyed the treat. A fine quartz ledge has been discovered 
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here, which has been traced about a mile. Some very rich 
specimens have been taken from the cropplngs. There is 
every indication of a rich and extensive lead, and I think 
that in the course of twelve months we will have the 
largest mining camp in Sierra County." 

A note in the M. M. of 7-25-63 stated that: "The 
Hibernia Company cleaned up last Saturday, and from 
seventeen car loads of dirt, obtained an average of 16% 
ounces per car load." 

In July of 1863 a picnic party was held at Fir Cap, with 
people from Downieville, Eureka, and Goodyears Bar 
being present. The M. M. of July 25th of that year records 
the event: "A picnic party, which proved to be a 
magnificent affair, was held here Saturday last, and was 
participated in by parties from Eureka, Downieville, and 
Goodyears Bar. Our correspondent has furnished us an 
account of the festive occasion, which is well written, but 
not of sufficient interest to the general reader to justify its 
full publication. Numbers of handsome ladies were 
present; an oration was delivered by Han. Mr. Kirk of 
Goodyears; cheer after cheer arose; an excellent dinner 
went down; and toasts and champagne circulated freely. 
Music was struck up, and a dance on the green sad went 
merrily. The shades of evening came and the party ad
journed to Cooper's Ranch (31), danced a" night, and 
dispersed to their homes in the morning." 

Here from The Sierra Age of May 31 st of 1871 --- a 
newspaper published in Downieville, is some information 
about the Shamrock Mine of the Fir Cap area: 

FIR CAP AND THE SHAMROCK 

MR. EDITOR: 
"A few days since I visited the Shamrock claims 

situated on Fir Cap. The ground looks first rate. There are 
23 men at work now, and in the course of a week or two 
the Company intends to put on about 20 men. They have 
about 150 feet of ground opened. Where they are at work 
is in 16 feet from the tunnel's mouth. The Shamrock boys 
deserve credit for their work, inside and out, looks well, 
and is finely managed. He told me that it was 16 years 
since the Shamrock tunnel was first started ...... Pat Daly 
keeps the Shamrock saloon, and I would advise those who 
may be traveling that way to drop in and see him and try 
some of his old Mountain Dew just for the stomach's 
sake, you know." 

TRAVELER 

PERISHED IN THE SNOW 

In March of 1902, Matt Burth perished in the snow in a 
blinding snowstorm on the top of Fir Cap while on his way 
from Downieville to Poker Flat. 

On the morning that he left, indications were that it 
would be a clear day. However, a sudden storm set in 
shortly after he started. Burth reached Finney's camp at 
Fir Cap where he waited for the Fortier brothers and John 
Wolff who had left Downieville several hours later than he, 
and who W6re on their way to Deadwood. Burth was 
exhausted from his traveling through the storm and has 
not been in good health, and so the Fortiers and Wolff 
tried to persuade him not to continue the trip, but the 
insisted on gOing on. 

The group set out but became lost in the blinding 
snowstorm. Burth grew more feeble. The men remained 
with their worn-out comrade until he could proceed no 
further. They realized that they must leave him and reach 
shelter and obtain help or else all would perish. Burth 
requested them to go and procure help. After several 

hours wandering about they accidentally came upon 
Belcher's camp. The men at the camp at once started out 
in search of Burth, but the snow had entirely obliterated 
all tracks, and they were compelled to give up the search. 
Tre search was renewed the following day, but It was not 
until several days later that Burth's body was found on the 
top of Fir Cap by C. F. Bettinger of Poker Flat and Carl 
Poor of Deadwood. 

Following is a notice of the Incorporation of the 
Pyramid Gold Mining Company, whose mine was In the 
Fir Cap Mining District. A reference to the small mining 
camp of Pyramid Is In this section on the history of Fir 
Cap in the quotation from the Mountain Messenger of 
June 11, 1864. 

PYRAMID GOLD MINING COMPANY 

This is to certify that the undersigned have this Day 
un ited themselves together and formed a Corporation 
under the Corporate name of "The Pyramid Gold Mining 
Company". 

The Corporation is formed for the purpose of mining in 
all its branches, in the County of Sierra and State of 
California, and for acquiring by purchase or otherwise 
such real and personal property as may be necessary to 
carry out said purpose. 

The Amount of the Capital Stock of the Corporation 
shall be One Hundred and Ten Thousand Dollars. The 
term of the_existence of the Corporation shall be twenty 
years. 

There shall be Five Trustees and William Fisk, E. C. 
Miller, J. W. Miller, E. Griffy and J. R. Mc Farlan, shall be 
such trustees to manage the concerns of ~he Company for 
the first Three Months. 

The principal place of business of the Corporation 
shall be at Pyramid, Fir Cap Mining District, County of 
Sierra and State of California. 

In Testimony whereof we have hereof we have 
hereunto set our hands and seals this the ninth day of 
October, A. D. 1863. 

Wm. Fisk Signed and Sealed in the 
J . W. Miller presence of George W. Wray. 
S. C. Miller 
G. I. Gray 
E. Griffy 
Henry Snell 
J. R. Mc Farlan 
Stephen Burke 

Fo"owing are many items of news quoted from issues 
of the Sierra Democrat and Mountain Messenger during 
the period from 1858 to 1890, which inform us more about 
the Monte Cristo, Excelsior, Fir Cap and Telegraph 
mines: 
From The Sierra Democrat: 
Sept. 4, 1858: "Some amateurs of Monte Cristo and 
Downieville have consented to entertain our citizens with 
a concert at the new stone chapel (at Downieville), the 
proceeds to be devoted to the building fund of the 
Congregational Church. 

October, 1859: "TI'le Excels ior Company is taking out first 
rate pay." 

Mar. 5, 1859: "The snow at Monte Cristo is 8 to 10 feet 
deep." 
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Mr. 19, 1859: "A letter to The Democrat by a miner of 

~ 	Excelsior notes that "business has been completely 
prostrated for several weeks on account of the heavy fall 
of snow. " 

- Mar. 26, 1859: "In the Spring of 1859 about 60 men were 
breaking a trail through the snow to make a passageway 
for pack trains and express men between Eureka, Monte 
Cristo, and Down ieville. 

Apr. 28, 1859: "A landslide occurred at Monte Cristo. 
Three houses were carried away. Two persons, a boy and 
a girl, lost their lives. Work on' the tunnels was sus pen

-	 ded." 

May 7, 1859 : "At the Excels ior the workers have had water 
for about five weeks. 80 to 100 ozs. are being taken out 

~each week . 
"Miners are ground-sluicing at Monte Cristo for gold 
coins lost in the recent landslide. Five $20 pieces have 
been recovered." 

July 9, 1859: "On Sunday, a fire at Monte Cristo 
destroyed the cabin of Peter Oef1." 

_	 Dec. 31, 1859: "At the Excelsior the Deadbroke Co. took 
out 191 ozs. of gold last week." 

May 5,1860: ''There is not much doing at Monte Cristo. 
~	We have two dally stage lines, one from Marysville, and 

one from Nevada." 
June 16,1860 : "At Excelsior, the Dead Broke Company's 

• tunnel is in 1200 feet and the ground stili seems as rich 
_ ahead as that they have worked. Appearances Indicate 

that the lead continues through the hili, under the Gap, 
joining the Monte Cristo claims. 
"The Monte Cristo tunnel is in about 1200 feet and has 

_	 good gravel and will soon be washing ." 

July, 1860: "The Excelsior took out 125 OlS. in a week." 

_ 	August, 1860: "Tunnel repair work is under way at the 
Excelsior mine." 

Aug. 18, 1860: "The Monte Cristo Glee Club proposes to 
give a number of concerts in the county." 

Sept. 1, 1860: "The tunnels at Excelsior are yielding good 
pay.~' 

- March , 1861: "The Dead Broke Co. at Excelsior is 
averaging about 125 OlS. a week and the St. Lawrence Co. 
is getting out good pay." 

- Jan. 31, 1863: "Sol Wood's flume, on the top of the hill 
near Excelsior, is lost. The storm is supposed to have 
carreid it off." 
"There is 12 feet of snow at Fir Cap." 

June 13, 1863: "Very rich and extensive gravel diggings 
have been discovered recently in the Richardardson 
tunnel at Fir Cap. Forty car loads of gravel yielded 30 ozs . 

·-	 of gold." 

July 11 , 1863 : At Fir Cap "the Hibernia Co. has taken out 
$32,000 the past three weeks". 

September, 1859: "A fire at Monte Cristo in late Sep
tember of 1859 destroyed and damaged about 35 
buildings. The loss was estimated at $75,000." 

Oct. 23 , 1858: "The stores of Monte Cristo are receiving 

large stocks of goods. " 


Mar. 5, 1859 : "There are 50 to 70 people at Excelsior. 

There were 5 births the past two years ." 


May 14,1859 : "The trail to Eureka up Goodyears Creek is 

good." 


May 26, 1860 : "A quartz boulder weighing 48 pounds, 

thickly interspersed with gold , was taken from the claims 

of Byington and McMann at Monte Cristo." 


Mar. 9,1861: "Excelsior is anxious to secede from Monte 

Cristo . The latter place has seen its best days . 

"The Dead Broke Company is doing well , cleaning up 

about 125 ozs. per week." 


Aug. 7, 1861: "Excelsior, formerly vot ing at Monte Cristo, 

is now an election precinct." 


June 6, 1863 : "Very rich and extensive gravel diggings 

have been discovered recently in the Richardson tunnel at 

Fir Cap. Forty car-loads of gravel yielded 30 OlS . of gold." 


From the Mountain Messenger: 

June 28, 1862: "The Empire Co. at Monte Cristo is 
averaging from $6 to $7 per day to the hand. Sol Wood's 
claims , working only 3 or 4 hands, are from all 
apearances, turning out a fortune. 
"A t Excelsior the sf. Lawrence Company is worki ng 15 
men and taking out about 175 OlS. per week. 
"The Deadbroke Co. is working 14 hands and averaging 
100 ozs. per week. 
"The Excelsior has 12 men working and is averaging about 
80 ozs. per week. 
"Van Dyke and Lewis are sluicing and are averaging $10 to 
$12 to the hand ." 

June 20, 1863: "The Richardson tunnel in Fir Cap 
Mountain, above Monte Cristo, after eight years labor, 
have struck the lead very rich." 

June 27,1863: From the correspondent at Fir Cap .: " Our 
little hamlet is getting to be the center of attention . Today 
we were visited by a delegation of ladies from Excelsior 
Hill." 

Dec. 1, 1866 : "The Monte Cristo claims are paying better 
than usual." 

Dec. 10, 1864: "A big slide occurred at Monte Cristo." 

June 25, 1863: "A picnic party was held at Fir Cap and 
there were people from Eureka, Downieville, and 
Goodyears Bar in attendance. 

Sept. 2,1871: "The Shamrock Gold Mining Co. at Fir Cap 
has declared a dividend of $7 per share ." 

Sept. 14,1867: "The Fir Cap mine is paying enormously -
about $4 ,000 a week." 

Sept. 28, 1867: "The Fir Cap mining company took from 
their claims the past week 400 ozs . of gold. " 

Sept. 7, 1867: " New cabins are being built at Fir Cap ." 

Dec . 9, 1865 : "Cooper, at Cooper's Ranch near Eureka, 
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has some of the finest canaries we have ever seen offered gravel." 
for sale." 

May 18, 1872: "The owners of the Telegraph Ledge have 
come for the purpose of gOing to work to develop their 
purchase. ". 

Aug. 16, 1873: "Parties from below are at work developing 
the Telegraph ledge." 

June 13, 1874: "Thatcher and Co. of Monte Cristo have 
struck a fine channel in their diggings." 

Dec. 16,1874: "The boys at Fir Cap are taking out good 
pay." 

Aug. 16, 1873: "A company composed principally of 
Scotchmen has been formed for the purpose of running a 
prospecting tunnel somewhere in the vicinity of the old 
Fir Cap diggings." 

June 15,1875: "The sluices of the Exchange Mining Co. 
at Monte Cristo were robbed on Tuesday night. The 
estimated loss was $200. 

Feb . 5, 1876 : "The timber shed and blacksmith shop of 
the Exchange Co. at Monte Cristo was destroyed by fire 
on Tuesday night." 

Feb. 26,1876: "The Swallow Mining Co. of Monte Cristo 
have opened a large amount of solid ground which 
prospects finely." 

July 22, 1876: "The claims at Monte Cristo are doing 
well." 

Aug . 26,1876 : "The Swallow Co. made nine dollars a day 
to the pick last week." 

Nov. 18, 1876 : "All seven claims at Monte Cristo are being 
worked . The claims are: Empire, Swallow, Poodle, 
Exchange, Cold Springs, Scotch, and the Blue Jay." 

June 16, 1877: "The Monte Cristo Quartz Mining Co. are 
pushing forward their bedrock tunnel at Monte Cristo. 
They are in 220 feet and have about 70 feet more to run 
before tapping the ledge." 

Nov. 24, 1877: "The Empire Mine at the south end of 
Monte Cristo is not paying at present. However, the 
Swallow Co. is paying its usual good dividend." 

Apr. 24, 1880: "A snowslide occurred at Monte Cristo 
striking three Austrians, names unknown. Although two 
of the men were buried, though not deeply, they escaped 
without serious injury." 

July 16, 1881: "Sol Wood who has a claim at Excelsior 
has a large home for sale on Jersey Flat. The home has an 
orchard and a garden." 

Oct. 4,1890: "That good gravel diggings may be found in 
the large flat above Fir Cap is more than probable, it being 
almost a certainty that a gravel channel runs, or sometime 
did run , from near Saddleback to Monte Cristo." 

Feb. 7, 1891: "The owners of theTelegraphMining claims 
of Fir Cap are raising a shaft, expecting to find pay 

July 4,1863: "118 ozs. was taken out by the Hibernia 
Company at Fir Cap." 

June 20, 1863: "Dirt from the Hibernia tunnel averaged 

$100 to the car load." 

"The St. Lawrence claim pays from 140 to 199 ozs. per 

week." 


Mar. 7, 1868: "A snowslide at Fir Cap destroyed a cabin:' 

Dec. 24, 1870: "Sol Wood opened a marble yard on Jersey 
Flat." 

June 13, 1874: "A gold strike was made at Oak Ranch, 
and Alexander and Company near Deadwood also made a 
strike. " 

Apr. 18, 1874: "Work at the Oak Ranch Mine is tem
porarily suspended on account of water in the shaft." 

July 22,1876: "Jack Wolf Is In the cordwood business at 
Monte Cristo and is gathering balsam to make snowshoe 
dope." 

Mar. 22, 1873 : "The Editor of the. Mountain Messenger 
visited the Deadbroke mine at Excelsior and found it in 
excellent working order, paying $2.00 to the carload. Four 
men are ~~ployed." 

Aug. 30, 1873: "A company have commenced running a 
tunnel to prospect the ground under Saddleback. They 
have commenced work near Meredith's upper sawmill 
near the Eureka and Poke Flat trail." 

Oct. 25, 1873: "Dryden Alexander had the small bones of 
one of his legs broken by a cave in a tunnel at Little 
Grizzly ." 

Oct. 29, 1881: "Sol Wood left Downieville last week with 
his family to locate in San Francisco. Mr. Wood will return 
next spring to supervise the development of his rich and 
promising gravel claims near Monte Cristo. He purchased 
this year one of the large buildings in the Chronicle Block 
on Kearney Street whose rentals yield a fair return on the 
investment." 

Mar. 5, 1887: "I n March of 1887 there were 14 feet of snow 
at Deadwood; 6 at Sheehan's Ranch (Oak Ranch); 8 feet 
at Eureka; and 15 to 18feet at Little Grizzly ." 

Jan. 2, 1892: "The workmen in the Telegraph Mine found 
good pay a short time since. The gravel prospects from 
ten to twelve dollars a carload." 

Aug. 6, 1892: "In the Telegraph Mine, situated at Fir Cap, 
there is a quartz ledge that contains a large percentage of 
pyrites of iron. An assay of these pyrites gave a value to 
them of $2 a pound." 

Oct. 4, 1890: "Under the supervision of John Mitchell the 
old t ;mnel at the Telegraph Gravel and Quartz Mine has 
been repaired, and the task of exploring the ledge begun. 
Quartz that prospects exceedingly well has been taken 
out. That good gravel diggings may be found In the large 
flat above Fir Cap Is more than probable, It being almost a 
certainty that a gravel channel runs, or sometime did run, 
from near Saddleback to Monte Cristo." 
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FOOTNOTES 


(29) 	 Mordecai Harlow, who had been convicted of murdering 
a man named Smith in La Porte on October 12th of 1854, was 
hanged in Slug Canyon, a canyon and creek which has its 
mouth on the North Yuba River about a quarter mile west of 
Downieville and on its south watershed. The reader is 
referred to the author's Volume I of this series of books on 
the history of Sierra County, entitled: "Downieville, Gold 
Town on the Yuba" for a full account of the murder, the trial 
and hanging. 

(30) "Poco mas arriba" is Spanish for: "a little higher up". 

(31) 	 An 1897 U. S. Geological Survey Map of the Downieville 
Quadrangle shows a Cooper Ranch near the early mining 
settlement of Fir Cap, which latter place was about a quarter 
of a mile north of the location of the present tunnel of the 
Telegraph Mine on Goodyears Creek. Oak Ranch, below the 
diggings of Monte Cristo, and at the base of a precipitous 
mountain, was earlier the ranch of Christopher Columbus 
Cooper. The explanation may be that Mr. Cooper in the 
course of years had two ranches or places --- one near Fir Cap 
and the other at the later-named Oak Ranch and Sheehan 
Ranch . 
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Some Big Nuggets Discovered in the Mines 

of Northern Sierra County 

S. D. 10-1-59: S. D. 5-26-60: 
BIG NUGGET FROM POKER FlAT 

"Frank Descombes took out of his claim in the creek 
(Big Canyon Creek) a few days ago, a piece weighing 
eleven ounces. Next day he found a piece worth $30. The 
ground has already been worked twice, but is paying well 
this season. 

S. D. 12-24-59: 
BIG LUMP 

"The Eureka Company at Cumberland Ravine (north of 
Eureka) took out one day this week a piece of gold 
weighing 60 ounces." 

M. M. 7-5-62: 

DELIGHTFUL TO THE VISION 

"While at Gibsonville this week we were shown two 
beautiful articles by our excellent friend, Scheeline. First, 
a handsome little rock of gold weighing 90 ounces, 
containing a few clear particles of alabaster quartz. The 
second article was the gorgeous banner of Pilot Peak 
Lodge, I. O. O. F. recently gotten up by the Grand Scribe, 
T. Rogers Johnson, at an expense of $150." 

M. M. 7-5-62: 
LARGE LUMP FOUND 

"There has been quite a show of big lumps at Gib
sonville the last week. A lump weighing 92 ounces was 
found by Mr. Myers while working in the sluices outside 
the tunnel of the Pittsburgh Company. A Chinaman in the 
same locality has found three pieces, one of which is 
worth $600" . 

M. M. 11-8-62: 
BIG LUMP FROM A MINE AT NEWARK 

"A lump of gold weighing over 12 ounces, and worth 
about 216 dollars, was found one day this week in the 
tunnel of the Swift Sure Company at Newark." 

GOLD AND QUARTZ BOULDER FROM MONTE CRISTO 

"A quar.tz.- boulder weighing 48 pounds, thickly in
terspersed with gold, was taken from the claims of 
Byington and McMann (or McMahon) a few days ago." 
(These claims were at Monte Cristo.) 

M. M . 2-7-63: 
GREAT GOLD AND QUARTZ BOULDER FOUND 

AT GIBSONVILLE 

"Hurrah! for the Gravel Hill Company of Gibsonville. 
Today one of the Company, while at work in the claims, 
found a gold-bearing boulder and tried to stow it away in 
the claims . The third time he tried to lay it up on the wall 
and failed. It being covered with clay, he concluded to get 
water and wash it off to see what made it so heavy. The 
first dash of water revealed the glittering ore very rich. The 
boulder is worth $1 ,500. In the Nevada Tunnel, at Newark, 
very rich wavel has been struck, which yielded $12 to $15 
to the car-load ." 

M. M. 5-1 6-63 : 
BIG NUGGETS FROM NEWARK 

"On Wednesday, this week, the Swift Sure Company, 
found a nugget of gold which weighs 32 ounces, and the 
Vermont Company found one which weighs over 14 
ounces. Newark is good for 'shelling out' big lumps." 

M. M. 4-30-64: 
ANOTHER NUGGET FROM NEWARK 

"A nugget weighing 46 ounces and 2 dwts and worth 
about $800 was found last Friday in the sluice of the North 
Star claim at Newark by Mr. Grant. It had several marks of 
the pick on its surface." 

M. M. 1869: 
NUGGET FROM DIGGINGS AT LITTLE GRIZZLY 

"At the Little Grizzly Diggings north of Howland Flat a 
nugget of almost pure gOld valued at $2,000 was found." 
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DOWNIEVILLE DEMOCRAT OF 11-3-70: 

BIG NUGGET FROM THE SHAMROCK AT FIR CAP 


"A big chunk was found one day last week by the 
Shamrock boys at Fir Cap, while working on their claim. It 

_ was part quartz and weighed 27 pounds and Is worth 
&3,100. We are glad to hear of the success of the 
Shamrock boys as they have worked hard and deserve It." 

_ D. D. 1871: BIG NUGGET FROM CLAIM NEAR LITTLE 
GRIZZLY 

"A friend residing at Little Grizzly writes us (Editor of 
the Downieville Democrat) that the New Orleans Mining 

- Company recently found a nugget in their claims which 
was worth about $2,000. He says : 'the boys up here think 
that will do to marry on'. We concur.Two thousand dollars 
is a goodly sized piece of gold, and the Orleans boys 

----ueserve it all, and more too, for their perseverance and 
industry. May they find more like it." 

SIERRA AGE OF 6-24-71 : 

ANOTHER CHUNK 


"Messrs . Ware and Donahue on Rattlesnake near 
Clark's Ravine, a few days since found a nice little nugget 

- weighing six ounces." 

S. 	C. Tr. 7-26-83: 

WHISKY DIGGINGS NUGGET 


"A rich quartz boulder weighing 160 pounds was found 
in the Nevada Hydraulic Mine at Whisky Diggings. The 
boulder contained gold estimated to be worth about 

• $2,500." 
-{Another report of the discovery of this great boulder

nugget from the same newspaper) 
"W. A. Skidmore was in town (Downieville) last week 

and reported to us the finding of a remarkably rich quartz 
-·boulder weighing 160 pounds in the Nevada Hydraulic 

Mine at Gibsonville. Its value is about $2 ,500." 
M. M. 7-10-86: This issue of the Mountain Messenger 
contains an account of the "reported discovery" of a huge 

-boulder of quartz and gold "at a place called P~ach Flat, at 
or near Howland Flat, on Monday or Tuesday . The value of 
'his nugget at the weight given would be $34,128." 
(NOTE: This discovery was never verified .) 

M. 	 M. 3-26-1890: 
BIG NUGGET FROM THE UNION CONSOLIDATED MINE 

A nugget weighing 	96 ounces and valued at $1,824, 
- Nas found at the Union Consolidated Mine located on the 

Gibsonville-La Porte ridge in March of 1890. H. G. Squier 
Jater made a cast of this nugget. 

NEVADA DRIFT MINING COMPANY NUGGET 

The following report of the discovery of a big nugget 
was taken from an issue of the Mining and Scientific 

--Qress, it being sent to this newspaper by the 
::orrespon~dent from the Mountain Messenger, it ap
;>earing in the September 30th of 1893 issue of that 
newspaper : 

"A 4uartz specimen weighing five pounds "was 
recently found" in the mine- of the Ne"ada Drift Mining 
Company on their claim at Newark in northern Sierra 
County. The quartz rock yielded $964 in gold. 

REPORT OF THE FINDING OF A SIXTY-POUND NUGGET 

The following account of the reported discovery of a 

great nugget 	at Howland Flat in 1901 appeared In the 
Plumas Independent, and then was printed In the 
Mountain Messenger of June 29th of that year, with an 
acknowledgment to the first newspaper. The report of the 
finding of this 	nugget went unconfirmed: 

"A report is going around to the effect that Chinese 
miners had unearthed a nugget sixty pounds in weight at 
Howland Flat, a short time since. The ground in which 
this valuable specimen was found was looked upon as a 
worked-out claim years ago. John Doherty who sold It to a 
San Francisco 	Chinese some years ago, found it un
profitable to 	work it with water costing thirty cents an 
inch, and sold it as already stated. The present owners 
(Chinese) have been using water furnished at a much 
reduced rate than was paid by Mr. Doherty. The claim was 
at one time known as the America or Yankee and joins 
ground that formerly was owned by Cox and Donahue. 
While it is possible 	that such a large piece of gold may 
have been found as stated, and while the story of the find 
is generally accepted as a truth in the Slate Creek basin, 
close inquiry fails to discover the name of any white man 
who has seen the sixty pound nugget. However, let us 
hope it is a reality, and that many more of greater value 
may yet be found in the Slate Creek basin." 

M. 	M. 5-1 4-1 904 : 

ANOTHER BIG NUGGET 


"A nugget weighing 28 ounces and valued at $475 was 
found at the White Bear Mine last Saturaday. 'This f"!ugget 
is a little larger than the one found at the same mine a few 
weeks ago." 

M. 	M. 4-2-1904: 

LARGE NUGGET 


"The attraction of the town (Downieville) last Saturday 
was the gold nugget on exhibition in the drug store 
window . Its weight was 26 ounces, value $450, and it was 
taken out of the White Bear Mine, which continues to 
yield splendid returns ." 

M. 	 M. 10-8-1 904 : 

DISPLAY OF FINE NUGGETS 


"There were on exhibition at the Downieville Drug 
Store last Sunday three nuggets from the White Bear Mine 
valued at $265, $125, and $110. They were taken from the 
mine last week. A force of about thirty men is employed 
under the superintendency of W. J. Belcher, and ex
ceedingly rich gravel has been found In the channel." 

M. 	 M. 4-28-1906: 

MORE FINE NUGGETS 


"A. C. Sheehan and William Penman, who have been 
operating at the Best Chance gravel mine near Oak Ranch 
for some time past, were in town last Sunday and had in 
their possession a fine lot of gold recently taken out of 
this mine. The gold weighted about 24 ounces and was 
valued at about $450. The sight -was good for sore eyes, 
and we hope they will continue taking out the precious 
metal." 

M. 	 M. 8-11-1906: 
FINE NUGGETS 

"Tony Peckwith, one of the owners of the West Point 
Mine at Monte Cristo, exhibited some fine nuggets last 
Sunday recently taken out of the above-named mine. 
There were three of them valued at about $90 each, and 
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one about $50. From all accounts the Company has a rich 
body of gravel in sight." 

BIG NUGGET FROM A MINE NEAR ONION VALLEY 

In July of 1908, William Smith found a nugget valued 
at $625.25 while working a hydraulic mine which he and 
others had near Onion Valley. The nugget was shaped like 
a cucumber and "created considerable excitement in that 
part of Plumas County". 

BIG NUGGET FROM HOPKINS CREEK 

M. M. 7-17-1909: "Arthur Gould, one of the owners of the 
Quincy-La Porte stage line, exhibited a beautiful nugget 
of placer gold which was found in the claims which he 
owns with his brother Albert and J. D. Smith, on Hopkins 
Creek . The piece, uncleaned, weighed over 20 ounces ." 

BEAUTIFUL SPECIMEN FROM THE NORTH YUBA RIVER 
NEAR DOWNIEVILLE 

John Hamilton and Neil Textor, on August 1st of 1975, 
while dredging in the North Yuba about a quarter of a mile 
east of Downieville, recovered an especially beautiful 

nugget of crystallized gold in quartz, which contained 2 
ounces and 18Y2 dwt of gold . A smaller piece weighing 1 
ounce, 2 dwt, was found at the same time. The nugget 
had very little water-wear, and was found in a crevice in 
the bedrock about eight feet below the level of the river . 
The discoverers estimate the specimen value of the 
beautiful piece to be about $3,500. A highly probable 
source of the nugget is Hungrymouth Ravine, which is fed 
by the Mountain Vernon channel, or from the early-mined 
and early-named Mineral Mountain, on the · south 
watershed of the North Yuba, and which is adjacently 
west of Hungrymouth Ravine, and which from early years 
into the early 1900's, produced many big "pockets" 
ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 at the old price of gold at 
about $20 per ounce. 

Though this discovery does not directly relate to the 
history of Northern Sierra County an account is entered 
here so that it will be recorded . 

BEAUTIFUL NUGGET FOUND ON DOWNIE RIVER 

Robert Bolle, working his claim on Downie River about 
seven miles north of Downieville in June of 1976, found a 
beautiful gold and quartz nugget of specimen quality 
which contained two and one-half ounces of gold . 
Specimen value of the nugget was estimated to be $1,500. 
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Accounts of Some Mines of Northern Sierra County 

In this Chapter are entered accounts of some of the 
mines of northern and near-northern Sierra County. 
Dozens of brief accounts of some of the mines of the 
region occur throughout this volume, along with hun

- dreds of references to mines . and mining in general. No 
attempt has been made in this Chapterto give accounts of 

• all of the important mines of the area nor to give complete 
histories of those here included. Serving as a good in

- troduction to this Chapter is the following analysis of the 
general character of the several mining districts of 
Northern Sierra County. The analysis is from an article by 
William B. Clark, which is contained in Bulletin No. 193 of 

-	 the California Division of Mines and Geology, San 
Francisco, California, 1970. 

BRANDY CITY DISTRICT: 
"The placer diggings of Brandy City are on the main 

Mouth of Cherokee Creek on the North Yuba River - Photo 1976 
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channel of the Tertiary North Fork of the Yuba River, 
which is also known as the La Porte channel, and which 
extends in a south-southeast direction from Poverty Hill 
into the Brandy City district and on to Indian Hill . Gravel 
of the channel is from 700 to 800 feet wide and up to 200 
feet thick, with the entire deposit averaging about $.25 per 
cubic yard at the old price of gold. Gravel near bed-rock is 
reported to have yielded as much as $2.50 per cubic 
yard." 

EUREKA DISTRICT: 
"The principal Tertiary Channel deposits are at Eureka, 

Craig's Flat, Morristown, and Monte Cristo, the most 
extensive being at Eureka. They are part of the Eureka 
channel, an indistinct branch of the Tertiary North Fork of 
the Yuba River ........ ... . There are a few gOld-quartz 
veins, the most productive having been at the Telegraph 
Mine, which is on a slate-serpentine contact." 

GIBSONVILLE DISTRICT: 
"The channel of th is district is part of the Tertiary 

North Fork of the Yuba River, which runs in a south-west 
direction through the district. The Channel is as much as 
1,500 feet wide. Most of the gold was found in quartz 
gravels near the bed-rock. Some of the ground yielded up 
to $3 per yard at the $20.67 per ounce price of gold." 

POKER FLAT DISTRICT: 
"The Port Wine channel, a Tertiary quartz-gravel 

channel, extends west and northwest through this 
district,· and then west and southwest Into the Port Wine 
district. There are some narrow gold-quartz veins in the 
slate and amphibolite formations." 

PORT WINE DISTRICT: 
"The Port Wine channel is a main branch of the La 

Porte channel. It extends in a direction southwest through 
the district. It is roughly parallel to the La Porte channel 
for some miles and joins it at Scales. The channel Is rich 
with quartz and is several hundred feet wide." 

POVERTY HILL DISTRICT: 
"The main channel of the Tertiary North Fork of the 

Yuba River, or the La Porte channel, enters this district 



from the north and continues south and southeast to the 
Brandy City 'and Indian Hill districts. The Port Wine 
channel, a branch of the La Porte channel, enters the area 
from the northeast at Scales ....... At the Poverty Hill 
pit, the channel is up to 1,500 feet wide and 150 feet 
deep. The lower 'blue' gravels are quartz-rich and 
cemented in places ...... At Scales the channel Is 
similar." 

Jackson Swimming Hole at Indian Valley - Photo 1976 

Here from the Mountain Messenger of August 26th 
and November 11 th of 1865, are excerpts from two articles 
which give information about a number of mines of 
Howland Flat and its vicinities: 
M, M. 8-26-65 : This question is from a letter of the 'Over 
North' correspondent Wingate : 

" .. .. . . .. .. . The mi nes are producing their average yield. 
The Pittsburgh Company's month's dividend was $1,734 
to the share ...... .. The Hawkeye Company have made 
arrangements with the Union Company at Howland Flat to 
finish the drain tunnel connecting the two companies in 
four month's time ...... . . Lewis Grass an<;l Company have 
now resumed work in their tunnel ..... The Montreal Drain 
Tunnel Company of Potosi have about 1,000 feet com
pleted and are progressing speedily with the work. The 
Down East Company's lamp still holds out to burn. 
Wabash stock is up.They are mining $10 and $12 per day 
to the hand. The Shirley Company are making medium 
pay. The Union Company are running out a large pile of 
dirt daily, paying very well. The Mountaineer Company are 
not taking out much gravel just at present, owing to a 
portion of their ground having to be drained by pumping 
. ..... . Messrs. Fredenburr and Company are putting in 
one of their celebrated wheels for pumping . It is only 6 
inches in diameter and is to be run with one inch of 
water, running a 4-inch pump with a 9-inch stroke .. .. The 
French Company, adjoining the Mountaineer, in Barnes' 
Ravine, are again at work . 

"John Grogan was killed while at work in the Union 
and Hawkeye drain tunnel." M. M. 11-11-65: "The Shirley 
Mining Company are opening into the old Hibernia's 
ground, which they have recently secured ....... The Union 
claim has now the best tunnel in the county, having a 
double track for nearly 3,000 feet in the main tunnel, 

which is 9 feet wide and well timbered, ...... 
"The Pittsburgh are reported in gouo pay again , and 

the Hawkeye prospects are improving ..... . The 
Monumental, above and adjoining the Pittsburgh, has a 
tunnel nearly completed, and are in soft rock .. .... . The 
Down East and the Mountaineer are paying handsomely 
.... ... The French Company are down with their shaft and 
taking out pay dirt .. ... . The Sierra Tunnel Company at 
Cold Canyon is reported as paying extravagantly .....'.. 
They are on the lead which paid so well in the Fashion 
about a year since..... . Jourdan and Shattuck are making 
it well in their claims on Slate Creek." 

The following article from the M. M. of July 12th .of 
1862 in news by a correspondent of Pine Grove, gives brief 
information about several mines of that town and Its area: 

"Mining at this place (Pine Grove) is somewhat at a 
standstill, owing to the failure of a few hydraulic claims 
that were supposed to be rich. I may mention the Lone 
Star, Hook and Bull , and Let Up and Jingle companies as 
among the drifting claims that are paying fine proceeds. 
Clark and Company are now making the necessary 
arrangements for opening their claim, lying undoubtedly 
on the celebrated 'lead' of the Let Up and Jungle claims. 
The Sugar Loaf Company are also running for the same 
channel, and are confident of soon striking it. At Rabbit 
Point and Chandlerville the prospects of the miner are 
most cheering. The West Point Company this week 
cleaned up 100 ounces --- all from top dirt --- for a short 
run ; while Campbell and Company, a few days before, 
took out $2,500, from top dirt also. Howland Flat, 

' celebrated for- its rich diggings, fails not; and Potosi is 
just on the eve of giving the reward of years of toil to its 
inhabitants. A number of shares in the Hawkeye and 
Pittsburgh companies, at this place (Potosi) have recently 
been sold at $9,000 for the former and $10,000 for the 
latter --- supposed to be good investments at that." 

"This morning, Joseph Cowden had his left leg broken 
below the knee in three places by a boulder falling upon 
him while he was engaged excavating a sluice-cut for the 
Pittsburgh Company. Drs . Allen and Jump were speedily 
in attendence, and properly administered to the wants of 
the sufferer." 

In 1878 the correspondent 'D' wrote a long article to 
the Editor of the Mountain Messenger about the mines of 
N<;>rthern Sierra County, which appeared in the November 
9th and 16th iss),Jes of that newspaper of the year. Here 
are excerpts from this article : 

M, M. 11-9-78 : EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"Most everywhere in this section of Sierra have the 
gravel mines yielded well this year, and some of them 
princely dividends, and the cheering fact is becoming 
more and more evident that the rich leads hereabouts are 
simply inexhaustible, at least for a century to come. With 
cheap and improved appliances they can be worked with 
profit to an incredible depth, and capitalists are just 
awakening to the truth that here is a sure prospect of good 
interest on investment of their surplus funds . .. .... , 

"Howland F-Iat has done nobly this year, fully in 
keeping with the prestige of its past brilliant career. 
Chittenden's hydrauliC diggings, as usual, have yielded 
handsome dividends, as also did Cox's claims at Pine 
Grove . I learned from good authority that all the mines 
have realized golden returns for their season's work 
... ..... .... .. The Bonanza Company are now in 1,800 feet 
with their bed-rock tunnel and expect to pierce gravel 
every day. Their ground is the extension of the rich Empire 
lead, recently worked out, from which its lucky owners 
realized so handsomely for years. An attempt was made 
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to purchase the Empire works and tunnel but on failure of 
..the parties to come to an agreement, it 'was determined, 

nd we deem wisely too, to run a new tunnel with which 
Ie claim could be more advantageously developed. A 

large and efficient corps of workmen are busy night and 
stay, and under the able supervision of Alex McNee 

lerything is progressing favorably with splendid 
'aspects of princely dividends." 

At and near Poker Flat, the Hayes Gravel Company are 
vigorously preparing for another water season and will 


:art their pipe next week. Wellsdorff and Company are 

tting up their ditches for the rains. Grant and Company 


have been busy on their ditch all Summer. Tom Darling, 
step-son of G. Meredith of Eureka, Is mining here and 
---:ports that he is taking out half an ounce per day ...... C. 

. Scott's diggings are, as usual, doing very well con
sidering many drawbacks Inseparable from the p~rllous 
ventures of mining localities. Bettinger has built a new 
-~idence near the site of his old hotel, and supplies his 

lIghbors with beef." 
M. M. 11-16-78: EDITOR MESSENGER: 

_ "Like most other mining camps this season of the 
~ar, Gibsonville has a rather dull aspect, but lively times 
'e looked for on advent of winter. The Union Company, 

Mt. Pleasant, have resumed work with good prospects 
,a..head ....... The Gibsonville Company, owning twenty 

aims, is composed of: J. Keifer, Geo. Mc Cloud, W. B. 
ussel, T. F. Lawrence, J . Kling, Chas. Jilson. Fred 

"MIller, Jake Gould, J. P. Emerton, J. E. Perry, and Geo. 
Perry. They have run fifty feet of tunnel and are in 
~~drock. Pay gravel is expected In about two thousand 

et. The Michigan Company, Mt. Pleasant, now are 
Qreasting with the claim well opened, employing fifteen 
men . Their dumps are nearly full, and as soon as water 
- arts, more help will be needed. Everything is in good 

lape for winter. Under the able direction of Supt. W. B. 
"ussel, heavy dividends may be confidently looked for the 
coming winter. Elias Squier, one of your oldest and most 
~adfast subscribers, Is blacksmithing at this claim, 

here he has fitted up a residence for his family. This 
,... Iuable mining property is owned by Clough and Lowell. 

"The Gibsonville saloon, J. Gould, proprietor, is doing 
A....fine business. Perry's Hotel has its usual good run of 

larders. Vanzini's Hotel and saloon are prospering and 
'_ fitted up tor winter traffic. D. Corbett can always be 
found at the old stand, where is kept the choicest brands 
of Cigars and liquors. 

"The new road between Eureka Mills and Gibsonville, 
lS completed Sept. 21st, a distance of only seventeen 

miles. The contractors, Messrs. McCloud and Perry, 
deserve much credit for the prompt and able manner in 

hich they constructed this public highway. Supt. Johns 
the Eureka Mine, will have all his freight shipped over 

this route, thereby saving forty miles travel around by 
Quincy. This also shortens the distance traveled by teams 

ltween Northern Sierra and the ranches in Sierra Valley, 
labling the farmers to send over their yearly shipments 

with more ease and dispatch." 
_ "At La Porte the old diggings of Conly and Gowell, 

)w owned by San Francisco capitalists, have yielded 
eir usual princely revenue, this year; and adjacent 

Claims have done proportionally as well ........ Your old 
!:?rt Wine celebrity, H. Mason, runs his grocery store as J 

yore. F. Cayot keeps one of the best hotels in this 
lad-center of the mountains. A. Harris is busy 

manufacturing tinware and selling his usual com
moduies, and Buckley, one of your old patrons, has lately 
~moved his quarters to the Washington Hotel at the 

rther end of town, where he Is always happy to see his 
",ends. S. S. Russel, who runs the La Porte blacksmith 

shop, has opened a hardware store with one of the largest 
and most complete assortments in the upper county. 
'Goza' still 'speels' the violin and reins one of the liveliest 
teams west of Bonner's, between La Porte and Quincy, 
where he had the pleasure of driving his sociable but 
irrepressible banking friend, S. Wheeler, the other day 

"The centerof mining interest (about the Lewis Ranch, 
a place northeast of Scales about two and one-half miles), 
is vested In the operations of the Iowa Mining Company, 
who are working nearly the same as they were a year ago. 
Since reaching bedrock they have returned to an upper 
strata of rich gravel from which has been taken thousands 
of dollars. As yet It has not been discovered that this pay 
streak pierces to bedrock, but the general supposition is 
that it does. The channel runs east of north like that of 
your far-famed Bald Mountain at Forest City, as far as 
followed. Up to now the red gravel has proved more 
remunerative than the blue. Gangways are being run to 
cut up the ground, preparatory for breasting, so as to be 
ready for water season. It is believed by many that with 
proper appliances sufficient water could be halsted, 
(perhaps with a Cornish pump), with the same fuel now 
being used, to wash all of the gravel that could be taken 
out by a working force of two hundred men. Over fifty are 
now employed. Winter supplies for the mine are now 
enroute to the mountains. J. Rowland, formerly of the 
North America Claim at Hepsldam, is Supt.; S. Wheeler 
of La Porte is Secretary. A large quantity of surplus 
gravel, 30,000 carloads, is already on the dump, awaiting 
the usual early rains. Only water enough to wash half the 
gravel taken out, which a little more than pays running 
expenses. The incline or shaft is five hundred and ninety 
feet deep. But one car is being hoisted now, owing to one 
of the steel wire ropes being too much worn for use.. ... 
The main tunnel is five hundred and eighty feet long, 
besides many laterals." 

The best that can be said of the promising Poverty Hill 
diggings is that work is steadily progressing in the 
tunnels to unearth the Immense beds of rich gravel 
supposed to exist somewhere in the encircling ridges . 
Kingdon and Judkin's claims have paid well this year. In a 
few years this section may became the wealthiest and 
most populous mining district in Sierra County." 

The following excerpts from an article of the M. M. of 
April 12th of 1879, gives some information about several 
mines of Northern Sierra County; 

"We know of no section of country that has a fairer 
prospect of being lively in the near future from the 
development of its mines, and the active working of those 
already developed, than the northern portion of Sierra 
County. Among those in successful operations, we will 
first mention the BUNKER HILL MINE. This mine, 
situated on the ridge south of Poker Flat, is under the 
active management of Han. C. S. Abbott, late of Monterey 
County and a member of the last Legislature, and Is now 
being rapidly developed under his management. The mine 
is proving to be what all belived it really was. Mr. Abbott 
struck pay on the bedrock on the second week In 
February, and the first week all the men employed at the 
mine engaged in drifting, and for several days took out 
$20 per day to the pick. During the month of March the 
tunnels were extended and prepared for an increase In the 
force. The pay gravel continues, and the force will soon be 
increased. A contract has been let upon favorable terms 
for the company to ex~end the main tunnel 200 feet. This 
extension will thoroughly open the main channel and will 
enable the company to put on a large force. The company 
having an abundance of living water, a large bullion 
product will be produced this season. This mine has a 
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brilliant future, and will, doubtless in time, become one of 
the leading drift mines of the State. 

The Bonanza Company of Potosi is pushing Its work 
with rapidity, and will have its tunnel into pay gravel by 
September next, and from the fact of its lying next ad
joining the famous Empire mining company's ground, and 
that the latter worked In rich ground up to the line, there 
can be no question of its proving a veritable bonanza in 
fact as well as in name. 

"To the left of the Bonanza, as you face northeast, and 
adjoining, lies the property of the VIRGINIA COMPANY. 
This compa!1Y is joint proprietor with the Bonanza of 
about 2,000 feet of main tunnel, but has now branched off 
and expect to strike pay within 200 feet, in fact it may be 
reached any day. 

"Lying still further to the northeast is the old Aurum 
Hill, or as it is now called, the Hunters' Mining Company. 
The ground of this company lies 'leneath the ridge of 
which Mount Fillmore is the most conspicuous polrit. The 
ground lies across the course of the rich lead of the 
Howland Flat mines of days gone by. The Union, 
Hawkeye, Down East, Pittsburgh, Monumental, Empire, 
all drew upon this deposit, and now the Bonanza takes it 
up where the Empire left off, and the Hunters' joins im
mediately upon the Bonanza, covering the whole ridge, 
from beyond the sumrT!it northwest to the outcrop of the 
rim-rock upon the southeast, and for a full mile along the 
natural and inevitable course of the lead. The claim has a 
tunnel into and 400 feet above the bottom. A shaft will be 
sunk in the said channel this Summer, and when Its riches 
are thus demonstrated another tunnel will be run to tap 
it." 

In January of 1880, the correspondent '0' again 
submitted a long article to the Mountain Messenger, 
mainly about the mines of Northern Sierra. Here from the 
M. M. of January 10th of the year are excerpts from his 
article titled 'Snowland' : 

SNOWLAND 

"Hear the sledges with the bells, Silver Bells! 
What a world of merriment their melody foretells!" 
"Such were the musical rhymes vividly recalled to your 

correspondent as with Brother Goza he enjoyed a genuine 
sleighride from La Porte to Gibsonville, a distance of nine 
miles. The .snow was just deep enough for runners. Along 
the stage road h ig h on the trees were rudely constructed 
shingle signs for guidance when snow falls to a depth of 
trom sixteen to twenty feet or more. Near evening we 
reached the lively mining burg of Gibsonville, where I 
enjoyed once more one of the substantial suppers at 
Perry's Hotel that now has a good roll of boarders. 
Judging bY the healthy and robust apperance of your legal 
friend, Bro. Winchell, who stops here, 'the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating'. 

"Under the supervision of Jas. Gould, the Gibsonville 
saloon continues to maintain its well merited popularity. 
Other trade marts adjacent are also thriving. 

"There is a temporary lull in the gravel interests here
abouts just now, but with fair prospects of a speedy 
revival for the better. The Michigan Company are just 
through raiSing an air shaft. Bad air has been the trouble 
here, which the 250-foot shaft will obviate. Future outlook 
is favorable . The Union are working the usual number of 
hands, and have taken out gravel all Summer that paid 
well. The Chalcedony is idle at present owing to a change 
of hands . The supposition is that it will be opened anew 
through another tunnel. Their ground is rated good, but it 
has not been advantageously managed. Gravel Hill 

Hydraulic claims are prepared for active operations. All 
Summer was consumed running a bedrock tunnel. As 
near as ascertainable the gravel yields good returns. Elias 
Squier and his father are working Second Ravine ground 
with good pay..... At Newark, O. Boland stili keeps his 
grocery store and is Secretary for the Pilot Peak and 
Bunker Hill Gravel Companies. Cook's Hotel retains its 
old hospitable appearance. 

"The North America gravel claims at Hepsldam are 
reputed as very remunerative this year. The Pilot Peak 
Gravel Company have a good location, 300 acres of 
ground, but are not financially able to push ahead. Here is 
a good chance for capitalists seeking a lucrative in
vestment, as th is is the grand center of the richest gravel 
deposits in California. Their tunnel is In near 3,000 feet, 
within about three hundred feet of gravel. The Enterprise 
Gravel Company are doing well. 

"An hour and a half's walk over the hard beaten snow 
trail, toward evening, landed me In good season for 
supper at Cosker's Hotel at Howland Flat, one of the best 
kept houses in the mountains. Our old friend, J. H. Thorp, 
who has been teaching the public school recently closed 
up for the Winter, kindly Invited me down to his residence 
where I stopped all night and was most courteously 
treated by mine host and his amiable better half. After 
breakfast next morning, Mr. Thorp guided me through the 
snow up to Potosi for a visit to the tunnels and shafts now 
developing the rich ancient river channels of this part of 
Northern Sierra. He ran me In a car 3,838 feet, over two
thirds of a mile overthe old Empire works Into the heart of 

. Table MouQtain, where we found a poor unfortunate 
tugging away for dear life In a breast of gravel, with 
scarcely enough air to breathe. The atmosphere was so 
impure that our lights but dimly burned, and oftentimes 
entirely vanished. An air shaft Is being raised 2,800 feet 
from daylight, 353 of which has been completed. A further 
extension of the tunnel is twenty-five feet into pay gravel. 
The tunnel is well timbered -- some swelling bedrock 
with the works quite dry --. The mine has olJ.t-bulldlngs, 
timber shed, mule stable, dump house, blacksmith shop, 
supper room for the night shift and a carpenter shop. 
There are twenty-five steadily emplQyed. More will be 
worked on completion of the shaft. Entire cost of the 
tunnel was $19,190, average price a foot, five dollars, 
besides expenses of raiSing the shaft, $3,000. The 
Bonanza promises to prove as rich, if not more so, than 
the noted Empire. The persevering owners deserve the 
success that is now rewarding their energy In unearthing 
earth's hidden treasures. Inside of a year the Bonanza 
Company ran 2,300 feet,· inclusive of a double tunnel of 
200 feet. Over two years was required to reach the Empire 
line through hard blasting rock, cement, and pipe clay. 

"The Virginia Company have their tunnel In, from the 
terminus of the Empire, 300 feet. and are within 25 feet of 
gravel. Breasts are opened In the old Empire where gravel 
is rich enough to pay for all of the necessary supplies . 
Forty men are employed. L. Gross is Supt. Seven 
thousand dollars were paid for the old Empire works, and 
three thousand for the adjacent tailing claim. The net 
dividends of the Empire, the four years It was worked, 
amounted to the handsome sum $440,000. Expenses of 
opening the claim and forthe first six months' of supplies 
was $40,000. Gross proceeds, $765,000; annual ex
penditures, $78,000; wages averaged $5,000 per month. 
Schusler, Mayne, Babcock, Parrott, Johnson, Barrolet, 
Manager of Belloc Bank, San Francisco, and J. P. 
Denoon, Supt., Sierra County. Length of main tunnel is 
3,700 feet. The Monumental claim that preceded the 
Empire in four years yielded thousands of dollars in 
dividends. The old Down East cleared over $200,000 in 
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about ten years, working ten men with a small amount of 
- vater. On the far-famed Blue Lead, Howland Flat, I am 

nformed by an old experienced miner, the average pay to 
(he man has been from eight to twenty dollars per day. 

"The Lincoln, formerly the Nebraska Company, are 
~unning a side tunnel sixty feet, by permission of the 

30nanza, to drain their Italian shaft ninety-nine feet, so as 
,0 prospect their ground and thereby ascertain whether 
pay sufficient will befound to justifY'pushing their tunnel 

"lOW in nearly 700 feet. Course of the gravel leads north 
Ibout seventy degrees east." 

In thEllate Summer of 1880, the Editor of the Mountain 
Messenger made a trip from Downieville to several of the 

- "Ilining settlements of Northern Sierra County and their 
nines. Here from the September 18th Issue of that 

.!ewspaper of that year are excerpts from a report of his 
trip which gives considerable information about many of 

.-.the mines of the area and about mining in general : 

NORTHERN SIERRA 

"Never in the history of mining in Northern Sierra, has 
a season been more prosperous for our drift and hydraulic 
mines than that for 1880. During our recent hurried trip 
through the old camps, not a single dissatisfied miner did 

__ 	we meet. All were joyous over their rich foraging raids and 
sanguine that the future is bright with promise of still 
larger golden harvests. As convincing proof that there is 
substantial foundation for this belief, are the total 

_ 	 shipments made by the Bank of La Porte, of gold dust 
and bullion for eighteen years previous to 1873, equal in 
value to $60,000,000. Four companies at Howland Flat 

• and Potosi---Down East, Union, Hawkeye, and Plttsburg
_ 	 -- realized from 2,365,000 square feet of bedrock 

$2,251,653, the pay gravel being estimated at four and a 
half feet in thickness, an average of ninety-five cents per 
square foot, or $5.70 a cubic yard of gravel washed. The 
material was mined and washed at a cost of forty-seven 

- cents a square foot, leaving a profit of forty-eight cents. 
These estimates do not include the heavy yields of many 
very rich diggings whose returns could never be traced. 
Attracted by the favorable inducements thus held out to 

- them, capitalists from the leading money-centers abroad 
are already anxiously seeking judicious Investment for 
their surplus funds, as Is evidenced by the recent bonding 
of numerous lucrative mines from the rich gold leads of La 

- Porte through Gibsonville to Howland Flat, St. Louis, and 
the broad acres of valuable hydraulic claims In and around 
the somewhat isolated but productive minerai region of 
Morristown. All this augurs well for the hardy sons of toll 

- to whom Sierra Is indebted for the greatest measure of her 
success as the Banner Mining County of the State. 

"The old mining camp 01 La Porte has some of the 
richest and most extensively worked hydrauliC mines on 

~	 the coast, which have added thousands and thousands --
near into millions --- of dollars to the world's store of 
gold; and still there is no cessation of the golden shower. 
Extensive preparations, complete in every detail, are 

--. being made for a vigorous campaign next season, which 
promises to eclipse that of many a previous year since the 
days of old, and the days of gold, and the days of forty
nine. 

"Gibsonville, as a rich mining center of this section of 
Northern Sierra, has held its own against heavy odds, 
remarkably well, and will probably continue to do so for 
the next decade. The proof of this is clearly indicated by 

_ 	 tlTe unmistakable geolological evidences on almost every 
side. The entire ridge of miles In extent between Gib
sonville and La Porte is believed to contain as rich a gravel 
channel as ever as our noted Bald Mountain - (at Forest 

City in southern Sierra County). Such is this confldance 
that all of the territory In that direction has been marked 
out and located, and as soon as practicable, tunnels will 
pierce the mountains from most every point of the 
compass, to ascertain the truth or falsity of this theory . 
...... The Union have suspended operations, except as 
regards their main tunnel, which is being driven into the 
back channel, seven hundred feet, by a double shift of 
fOUT hands. The Michigan are running for the same point, 
and take out some pay, employing twelve men. The Gravel 
Hill Mining Company have just finished their clean-up 
with satisfactory returns. Your old ex-stable man, Ike 
Thatcher, has charge of a gang of men repairing ditches 
and sinking cuts preparatory for next season. The cor
poration is composed of George Cox, W. F. Lang,and F. 
A. Gourley, three of the most successful and experienced 
miners in the State ..... E. Squier and Sons are working 
from twelve to fifteen men, and take out very good pay 
with prospects of soon doing much better. H. Tabor is 
repairing his tunnel, now In 2,000 feet, and contemplates 
pushing vigorously ahead for the back channel this Fall 
and Winter. The Go Ahead and Gibsonville Consolidated 
ground between Gibsonville and La Porte, has been 
bonded to H. Wallis and James McGregor of F'orest City. 
.. .. The mines around 'Newark are not very active just 
now, but the prospect is very cheering of a general revival 
in this section ere many months have rolled around. At 
Hepsidam, a short distance above, the North America 
have done a good season's work with fair dividends . From 
forty to fifty men are employed. The upper tunnel is being 
run for the back channel. The lower tunnel is also being 
worked . It was finished about a month ago...... The Pilot 
Peak Gravel Claim, amongst the most promiSing mines in 
this part of the County, would be a most desirable in
vestment for capitalists, and could be purchased at a fair 
price and worked advantageously with good Interest on 
the sum needed for its purchase and development. ... . 
Howland Flat is the liveliest and most prosperous mining 
camp, excepting Forest City, at present In Sierra. All the 
drift and hydraulic mines are panning out a generous 
supply of gold in such large quantities that the lucky 
owners of quite a number have succeeded In bonding their 
property for hundreds of thol,lsands of dollars, on but a 
few month's time, when the probability Is they will sell 
out to Easten capitalists whose Intention Is, In con
nection with others, to develop the vast and comparatively 
unexplored rich gravel fields on the north on a grander 
scale than ever attempted heretofore In ali the checkered 
career of our intrepid and adventurous wielders of the pick 
and Shovel, since the inauguration of the industry of 
mining in the vast mineral belts of the Sierra Nevada. 

"The Sears Union Water Company have had a very 
good clean-up this season . Our accommodating and 
genial hydraulic friend, Mr. Cox, dazzled our eyes with a 
sight of about one hundred pounds of bullion. Many large 
shipments have been already made and more are under 
way. The Boys are still engaged In pounding out the gold, 
and are also busy scouring out the balance of their gold 
harvest in their claims, previous to putting them in order 
for another year's running . .. . . H. H. Chittenden and 
Company are flush with golden ducats this year from 
the usual heavy yield of their hydraulic mines, and are 
pushing through a new tunnel for the more thorough 
development of the same ... The Bonanza Gravel Claim at 
Potosi, above Howland Flat, Is bonded for $225,000, and 
will probably be sold this Fall. The gravel in some of the 
breasts is so rich with gold that it can easily be picked out 
with the aid of a miner's candlestick by the handful. In 
company with Foreman, and one-third owner of the mine, 
Alex Nee, we explored the gangways and breasts, and he 
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generously allowed us the privilege of retaining enough of 
the gold we found for a Bonanza ring ....... Mr. McNee 
is one of the oldest settl.ers of this County, and probably 
understands the abstruse science of mining ...... He is 
now a gentleman of wealth, most of which has been 
acquired by hard work in the Sierra mines.. ...... The 
Bonanza tunnel is about 4,000 feet in length, and the 
atmosphere through, owing to the air shaft, Is clear and 
bracing. 

"Poker Flat, way down in the deep, precipitous 
canyon, where in early days over three thousand hardy, 
adventurous miners attended a circus, still has a large 
gold reserve though rather securely hidden in the fastness 
of her mountains. Fred Bruckerman has made heavy 
shipments below from his rich hydraulic mine, and Carr's 
hydraulic and bank claim, east branch of Canyon Creek, Is 
paying well ..... Kendal and Company's hydrauliC ground, 
Little Grizzly, have succeeded this year far beyond their / 
most sanguine expectations. C. R. Scott has done as well 
as usual this season. St. Louis has her full share of the 
gold leads, and the mining interests there were never 
more thriving. Morgan and Donuhue are reported to have 
taken out $115,000 worth of bullion out of their hydraulic 
diggings this year. Brundrige and Weimer's drift claim has 
a large amount of gravel in the dump which will be washed 
in the course of a month, which is expected to yield, as 
heretofore, satisfactory returns . Brundrlge and Colan 
commenced work recently on their drift claim, and are 
breasting their background. The gravel Is rich with gold, 
and no sardine of a bonanza, Judging by the healthy
looking nuggets so often found." 

The Mountain Messenger of May 13th of 1882 records 
the following about several mines of the Northern Sierra 
County region: "The Virginia Company have on a crew of 
sixty white men, all of the Celestials having been 
discharged. last week eight dollars to the pick was 
realized, and there is an abundance of pay gravel ahead. 
Geo. W. Cox has a large force at work in his hydraulic 
claim that will pay well this season. The Bonanza 
Company are running their main tunnel, No.4, in soft 
bedrock and pipe clay, and its energetic, tireless and ever
perserving Supt. M. L. Stangroo, is doing all possible to 
develop this valuable tract of mining property. A small 
crew is being worked now, but more than current ex
penses are being realized. The drifting claim of John 
Doherty is yielding large returns and he employs ten men, 
James Duffy has double that number in his gravel claim 
that pays well . Quite a number of claims are being 
profitably operated at Poker Flat. At the Phoenix gravel 
diggings, Fir Cap, the main tunnel is now in a little over 
2,000 feet and is now in soft bedrock. Pay gravel is ex
pected any minute. Water is plentiful all over the north, 
and this season promises to be a good and lasting one for 
the miners. From the high ridges down the mountains and 
foohills to the great valleys below, the country is one 
great vast sea of green and flowers . Coming over, Thomas 
Hayes and George Graham, Trustees of the Phoenix, gave 
out, and were obliged to layover for three hours at James 
Alexander's at Reese Ravine. All of the mines at Gib
sonville are being worked with large crews . Donahue and 
Morgan, at SI. Louis, have a good force busy in their 
hydraulic diggings. The Hotel at Hepsidam, owned by Mr. 
Helbach, was destroyed by fire on May 3rd. Loss about 
$2,000. No insurance. The North America Company, Miles 
Schofield, Supt., has the usual number pick and 
shovelers at work and is doing well. Anyone journeying 
north should go via Hayes' and Graham's cut-off." 

Here from the M. M. of August 2nd of 1890 is a 
detailed account of the Bald Mountain Consolidated Gold 
Mining Company whose claim was east of La Porte: 
"LA PORTE: The greatest average depth of snow here last 

winter was thirty feet. The snow on main street, where it 
had been shoveled from the roofs, was fifty feet deep. The 
town appears nearly as large as It was before the last fire. 

"The Bald Mountain Gold Mining Company's ground, 
owned mostly by Eastern capitalists, Is located near 
Wisconsin Ravine east of La Porte. The principal place of 
business is Streator, illinOis, which is one hundred miles 
from Chicago. Length of the main tunnel is 4,525 feet --
1,500 feet of which is on the bedrock, 200 feet in pipe 
clay, 1,500 feet gravel and bedrock and the balance in soft 
slate bedrock. The gravel prospects only flour gold which 
does not pay for drifting. From the face of this tunnel an 
upraise of thirty-six feet was made, and thence a tunnel 
run west which is now in three feet of bedrock and four 
pipe clay, intermingled with bunches of gravel,. Another 
upraise of seventy-five feet has been made, and thence a 
tunnel is being run north, which is now in one hundred 
and twelve feet through pipe clay. Bedrock Is expected 
fifty feet ahead and pay gravel in about four hundred and 
fity feet. As indicated by the boring machine it is one 
hundred and forty-three feet from the surface to bedrock. 
Three other holes were bored: two in Buckley's Ranch, ail 
pipe clay with a few inches of gravel, 175 feet to bedrock; 
2nd, 190 feet in pipe clay except fourteen feet of gravel; 
and 3rd. , on Bald Mt. Ext. 435 feet, Including 127 feet, 
gravel. The air shaft is 229 feet deep at the face of the long 
tunnel, and is used for dumping as well as ventilation. 
Mules draw the cars. Seven men are employed with James 
Lillie of La Porte as General Supt. There Is an abundance 
of room for dumping and ample water. The mine has 639 
acres of ground --- the Bald Mt. and other ground, and the 
La Porte and Gibsonville channel being run for by these 
tunnels. Probably $45,000 has been expended. Three 
prospect tunnels have been run in the course of three 
years of development work." 

In 1893, Mr. Hail, Editor of the Plumas National 
Bulletin, a newspaper published at Quincy in Plumas 
County, visited several of the mines of Northern Sierra 
County and wrote an article which appeared in that paper 
and also in the Mountain Messenger. Following Is his 
account of three of the mines he visited from the article of 
the M. M. of December 12th of 1893: 
"THE HENDEL AND PACKER MINE: is on Slate Creek, 
but a short distance above the road between La Porte and 
Porte Wine, is a large river bed placer mine, owned by C. 
W. Hendel and Packer and Son. It consists of both virgin 
ground and tailing which, during the past forty years, 
have been washed into this river gorge from the enor
mously rich hydraulic mines above them. These 
genetlemen have an undisputed claim to about three 
miles of this channel. Being successfully operated in this 
mine is a new and important invention by Mr. Parker and 
his son. It consists of an hydrauliC pipe which delivers, 
under pressure, water against a wheel similar to the 
Pelton; of the necessary shafting to which is a pulley over 
which passes a double endless chain, about twelve inches 
apart, links ten inches long and toggeled together. 
Between the two chains and eight feet apart, by means of 
bolts, are attached gravel buckets. The length of this 
gravel carrier depends upon circumstances. The one In 
operation was 100 feet long, the lower end extending 
down into the mine. While it was running, twenty men 
stood on Bither side shoveling gravel into the buckets 
which carried it up to the wheel and, as the buckets 
passed over the pulley, the gravel was dumped into a 
sluice box down which the water discharged from the 
wheel washed the debris, piing it up In the shape of a big 
levee. entirely out of the way. In working gravel that will 
pay for shoveling, it is a complete success, far superior to 
the ordinary sluicing process. By this method of working 
the mine is paying well. Next year the owners will have 
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r two machines at work and operate on a large scale." comparatively unexplored channel. A long and substantial 
"THE SLATE CREEK MINE, Immediately above the 

claim just referred to, is owned by a syndicate of 
capitalists and managed by Mr. Boyle. During the past 
season, a flume, five feet wide and about four miles long, 

-- has been completed . It is designed to take up the water of 
Slate Creek, thus permitting the company, by the use of 
hydraulic mining elevators, to work the tailings deposited 
in the canyon in bygone years. These are supposed to 
contain a large amount of gold; indeed, we understand 
that they have been prospected and found to be rich. In 
the working of hydraulic mines, doubtless much 
auriferous cement found its way into the canyon. Gold 
was swept through the sluices and carried to the bed of 
Slate Creek. The company propose to handle this gravel 
on a large scale. This promises to be one of the biggest 
mining propositions in the State, employing lots of men. 
expending large sums of money, and securing big profits. 

"THE PIONEER MINE, about a mile north of Port 
Wine, is the once noted diggings operated nlany years 
ago, both as a drift and hydraulic proposition. Col. Baker 
took out of it large sums of money, as did others, ap
proximately $400,000 being made. It was enjoined, ceased 
operation and about a year ago was purchased from the 
late Alexander Montgomery by C. S. Dlesen and Judge 
Cowdery of San Francisco. During the past years the 
owners have spent much money in fitting up the property 
and opening tunnels and gangways. At the end of the 
tunnel is a 40-foot incline at the head of which is 
stationed a 12-horsepower gasoline engine that does the 
pumping and hoists the gravel, using ten gallons of 
gaSOline a day at 23 cents a gallon. Mr. Diesen is Supt. 
and has the mine equipped in a most complete and 
substantial manner. About forty men are busy, and it is 
probable that a much larger force will be employed next 
year." 

Many years later, in the 1940's and 1950's, Andrew J . 
Modglin, W. H. Pike, and A . J . Just, worked this old 
Pioneer Mine. In 1942 ten days of hydraullcking produced 
71 ounces of gold and 4 ounces of silver from 17,000 cubic 
yards of gravel, and there was an appreciable yield from 
a th ree-month's operation in 1943. 

ABOUT SOME MINES OF NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY 
IN 1888, FROM THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER OF 
AUGUST 18th of 1888: 

"The Winkeye Company, A. and T. P. Todd,and Chas. 
Overstreet, are running three hundred feet of tunnel for a 
back channel at Potosi, where the Hawkeye Company 
took out gravel that yielded over $30 a carload, and good 
pay is expected soon. Mr. Todd worked three hundred feet 
back, ahead of the face of the tunnel, obtaining $5 a 
carload but the bedrock was pitching ..... The Virginia 
Company have let a contract of 100 feet of hard bedrock 
tunnel at $12 a foot to Evan Jones and Daniel Mc Kenzie. 
About three feet a week are being made by one shift of 
two men working ten hours a day. Bedrock Is becoming a 
little softer, and better speed will probably soon be made. 
.. .. The Bunker Hill Company, Plumas County, whose 
claim adjoins the North American drift mine, have their 
main tunnel in about 980 feet to the bottom of a 120-foot 
incline and thence 400 feet to the face where breasting is 
in progress. The streak is between 500 and 700 feet wide 
and a mile in length. Average yield $3 per carload --
sometimes. Twenty-five men are employed ..... . The 
French Company, F. A. Gourley, T. Donahue, and Geo. W. 
Cox, whose ground lies just below Howland Flat near the 
stage road, have their main tunnel in 500 feet through 
gravel and look for bedrock about 400 feet ahead where 
very good gravel is confidently expected, this being a 

flume has been constructed, and $25,000 have already 
been expended developing this valuable property. After 
the French Company have worked out their claim, they 
expect to seil this outfit and tunnel to parties who own the 
adjoining ground. Their tunnel Is being run through a 
basin, northeast of Sugar Loaf .... If this enterprise 
proves, as it undoubtedly will, a success, this mine will 
materially contribute to the future prosperity of Howland 
Flat, and redound to the credit of its energetic and publlc
spirited owners." 

THE TABOR MINE 

In about 1870, Horace Tabor began the work of driving 
a tunnel into Gibsonville Ridge a short distance below 
Gibsonville, the objective being to reach an ancient river 
channel, cutbreaks from which he believed supplied much 
of the gold found in the vicinity of Gibsonville. By 1893 he 
had expended about $50,000 and had the tunnel In 2,610 
feet, the character of It being timbered for the first 150 
feet, then 1,300 feet through a lava cap, 130 feet through 
pipe-clay, 500 feet through bedrock, and the remainder of 
the distance through hard blasting rock. He expected at 
this time to reach gravel in another fifty feet, when the face 
of the tunnel would be 600 feet below the surface. Tabor 
owned a mile of the channel lying immediately above the 
property being worked by the Thistle Shaft Mine, and also 
500 feet of ground along the bed of the ravine below the 
mouth of his tunnel. 

Tabor continued to work at his mine through the years 
as circumstances permitted. In September of 1929, 
development work at the mine had progressed to the point 
where it was expected that pay would be taken out 
shortly . New mine buildings had just been completed 
consisting of a boarding house, compressor room, 
blacksmith ship and sawmill, all under one roof; a 
bunkhouse for about fifty men and a large timber shed . A 
dam had been constructed which would store about 
100,000 glallons of water, and 1 ,300 feet of track had been 
laid to the face of the gravel. Operations at this time were 
being carried on in the extreme west rim on top of the 
channel worked by the earlier Union Mine where gravel 
would soon be taken out, which consulting engineer, 
Charles S. Haley, expected to run $7 a yard. After the 
channel was cross-cut, work in the old channel was to be 
carried farther ahead, and a large drift driven to the center 
of the channel was to be carried farther ahead, and a large 
drift driven to the center of the channel where a vertical 
shaft was to be sunk. At this time 16 men were employed 
at the mine, and R. J. Me Grath, who for six years was 
connected with the Bellevue Mine, was Superintendent. 

THE TELEGRAPH MINE 

The Telegraph Mine, which Is located about two miles 
and a little west of north of the early and historic mining 
settlement of Monte Cristo, and seven miles by road north 
of Downieville, has been prospected and worked both as a 
gravel and a quartz mine. About 1855 the Richardson 
Company began running a drift tunnel under Fir Cap 
Mountain from the west side, and after several years of 
hard work reached pay ground. The Mountain Messenger 
of June 20th of 1863, contains the statement that: "The 
Richardson Tunnel in Fir Cap Mountain above Monte 
Cristo, have struck the lead very rich." The property 
became successively worked by the Shamrock Gold 
Mining Company; the Hibernia Company; and then the 
Telegraph Company, at which time the mine became 
known as The Telegraph. About a quarter of a mile nor
theast of The Telegraph and on a gently rising slope was 
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located the small and early mining settlement of Fir Cap, 

~ which with Excelsior, Monte Cristo, Eureka, and Muggins 
. ville, formed a group of mining communities in the 
general area of Fir Cap and Saddleback mountains. 

In the late 1880's and early 1900's, attention at The 
- Telegraph Mine became directed to the possibility of the 
.' discovery of a channel which it was believed could well be 

present under Fir Cap Mountain from near Saddleback 
Mountain to Monte Cristo and through the mountain to 

~ Excelsior. The M. M. of October 4th of 1890, has the 
following interesting comment: "Under the supervision of 
John Mitchell the old tunnel at the Telegraph Gravel and 
Quartz Mine has been repaired and the task of exploring 

-.- the ledge begun. Quartz that prospects exceedingly well 
has been taken out. That good gravel diggings may be 
found in the large flat above Fir Cap is more than 
probabie, it being almost a certainty that a gravel channel 

_ runs, or sometime did run, from near Saddleback to 
Monte Cristo." In 1890 a group of men formed the 
Telegraph Drift Mining Company. It owned about 600 
acres of a section of an ancient river channel which was 

_	 known as the Telegraph Channel. The following article 
from the M. M. of July 6th of that year speaks of the 
organization of the company: 

"The Telegraph Drift Mining Company, met on the 30th 
of June inst. and organized. R. Stevenson, D. T. Cole, H. 

- Spaulding, R. Forbes, and John Costa were elected 
Directors for the ensuing year. At the Directors meeting 
held immediately after, R. Stevenson was elected 

President, D. T. Cole Vice-President, H. Spaulding 
Treasurer, P. R. Gardner General Manager, and F. R. 
Wehe Secretary . I n addition to the above, A. Hart, H. H . 
Squire, W. W. Mason, and John Mitchell are large 
stockholders in the Company. The Company owns about 
six hundred acres of what is called the Telegraph channel, 
supposed to be an extension of the Chapparal Hill and 
Eureka lead, and it is now having the ground surveyed for 
the purpose of getting a patent. They also Intend com
mencing to develop the property at once. 

In 1908 the State constructed a four-mile section of 
road from the Rosasco Ranch to the Telegraph Mine and 
also widened the road which had been previously built by 
the Rosasco and Daneri brothers in the early 1880's from 
the Ranch to Downieville, from a sled road to make it one 
suitable for wagons and automobiles. The State con
tinued to maintain this road until 1965 in which year it was 
transferred to the Sierra County system of roads, and it 
has from that year been maintained by the county. With 
the construction of a road from near Deadwood down the 
south watershed of Canyon Creek to Poker Flat in the 
middle 1960's it has been possible to motor from 
Downieville to Howland Flat via Deadwood and Poker 
Fiat, but such travel from Deadwood down into Poker Flat 
and then on to Howland Flat should be undertaken only 
with a dependable pickup truck or a four-wheel-drive 
vehicle. 

A feat of transporting heavy machinery for a stamp 
mill to the Telegraph Mine by William Shaughnessy, who 

Men at Red Ant Four Miles North of Downieville in December 

of 1932 - Five Feet of Snow Courtesy : Gus Poggi 
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for many years owned and operated a sawmill at China 
Flat five miles east of Downieville, before the con
struction of the road in 1908 between the Rosasco Ranch 
and the mine, is still being recalled and commented upon 
by men of Downieville to whom the account has been 
handed down. In July of 1903, Mr. Shaughnessy with his 
teams of oxen and horses, transported the equipment for 
a steam-powered stamp mill that State Senator J. W. 
Finney and associates were constructing at the mine. The 
two heaviest pieces of machinery consisted of a boiler 
which weighed 8,500 pounds, and the mortar for the mill 
which wei~hed 5,500 pounds. The equipment was taken 
from Downieville to the Rosasco Ranch on a logging 
truck, which an account says was drawn by a team made 
up of ten oxen and eight horses. At the Ranch the 
machinery was placed on a sled and hauled over the top of 
Fir Cap Mountain, the men making road as they went. 
From the top of Fir Cap above the mine, the boller, 
mortar, et:::., were skidded down the mountain side on a 
sled to the location of the mine. 

Tony Lavezzola, who operated a mule pack train for 
many years priorto his becoming the Proprietor of the St. 
Charles Hotel of Downieville, which famous hotel he 
owned and managed for many years, also transported 
supplies and equipment to the Telegraph Mine and to 
many other mines. In some cases it was necessary to 
disassemble the machinery so that the weight was 
manageable and could be strapped to the pack saddles of 
the animals. Joseph Poggi of Downieville was another 
who in addition to his packing by horse and mule train of 
provisions to many of the mines of the Downieville area 
when he worked for Raymond Meyer and then M. P. 
Fischer at the Meyer and later M. P. Fischer Grocery -- a 
business which for several years and now Is the '4ger 
Grocery of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harris --- carried lumber 
and equipment to the mines. This work required the very 
careful lashing and balancing of the loads on the pack 
saddles of the animals so that in the process of the hard 
and rough trips the load would not shift. The re-Ioading or 
the re-adjustment of loads was a difficult job while on the 
trail. 

In December of 1900 John Mitchell sold The 
Telegraph Mine to a company of which State Senator J. 
W. Finney was one of the principal stockholders. 
Development work on a ledge showed promise sufficient 
for a five-stamp mill to be constructed, work on which 
was completed In October of 1903, and which began 
milling ore at that time. For several years around 1907, 
Griff Thomas was foreman for Finney and work was being 
done developing a large quartz vein that had been in
tercepted in the tunnel which was being run to gravel. 
Early in 1908 gravel was encountered In a winze at a 
depth of about twenty feet below the main tunnel, several 
carloads of which yielded about $200 each. 

Mill buildings at the Telegraph have been destroyed 
twice by snowslides. One in March of 1907 carried the mill 
away, and in the same month in 1911, another destroyed 
the mill which had been rebuilt In 1908 to replace the 
structure demolished in 1907. In January of 1913, a small 
snowslide near the mine took out a part of the power line 
from the power-house to the mine. 

In 1913 Chicago interests purchased the mine and In 
that year erected a sawmill and a power-house with a 
generator for lights for the mine and the mine buildings. 
H. O. Hughes was the Superintendent of the mine at this 
time. Owners, since the Chicago men, have been : Harry 
Tibbey --- who for many years was Editor of The Mountain 
Messenger --- in partnership with Henry and Edward 
Appoloni; John Sheedy; and Vernon Huffman. There was 
a modest production of gold from the gravel during the 

" 
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Portal of the Tunnel of the Telegraph Mine - Photo 1970 

years Ti/)bey and the Appolonl brothers worked it, and Mr. 
Sheedy during the years he had the mine, had some 
development work done. In 1967, Mr. Sheedy relinquished 
the mine and Vernon Huffman of Downieville relocated 
the ground. Through 1968 and 1969, Mr. Huffman 

. engaged in work preliminary to the opening up of the mine 
and took a lease on the Excelsior Group of mines on the 
east side of Fir Cap Mountain. fn the Summer of 1969, 
Armin Speckert became associated with Mr. Huffman 
and work began on the reactivation of the mine. The portal 
of the main tunnel -- a short distance above Goodyears 
Creek on its east side -- was opened up, the tunnel 
cleaned out and retimbered where necessary, and track 
laid. A flat, on which a dry-house and equipment shed 
were built, was prepared near the portal of the tunnel. 
Through 1970, Speckert and Huffman had several men 
employed at the mine and some rock from the ledge which 
prospected well was stock-piled. In addition to the tunnel 
work, diamond drilling was carried out in the Summer and 
Fall of 1970 between the Excelsior and the Telegraph with 
the hope of locating a section of tertiary channel which It 
is reasonable to believe exists between these places. 

Those who have e~perlence in mining and who have 
knowledge of the past history of mines of this region, 
commonly regard the Telegraph as being one of the mines 
with good prospects of becoming a producing mine. The 
Telegraph has had a time of greatness in its earlier 
history, for.accordlng to a reliable report,one car-load of 
gravel taken from the mine in the early 1900's yielded 
$43,700, and this was at the old price of gold at $20.67 per 
ounce, 1,000 fine. 

In the early 1970's a crossout of about 200 feet was run 
from the main tunnel to intercept a ledge system, and In 
the course of running this crosscut, the rim of a secon
dary channel was encountered. Exploration of this 
channel would have required sinking. Rather than doing 
this at the time, work was directed to more definitely 
determining the depth, by diamond drilling, of another 
channel known as the 'Deep Channel', which has a 
course ~nder the main tunnel at a distance of about 800 
feet from the portal. Nine holes were drilled, which in
dicated the channel to be at a maximum depth of 60 feet 
below the level of the tunnel. Further exploratory work, 
involving diamond drilling, was done on the west contact, 
which is the same contact the Brush Creek Mine south of 
Goodyears Bar on Woodruff Creek is on . 
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_ Following this work the Apco Oil Company succeedea 

k Speckert in financing work at the mine, and at

,mtlon turned to following the rim of the secondardy 


channel which had been found. It was drifted across and 

in its bottom a 10-foot-wide ledge was struck. The Apco 


ii Company, shortly after this work was taken over by 

iorthwest Energies Inc., which resulted in cessation of 


work at the Telegraph. 

In the Summer of 1976 Mr. Huffman had several men 


~'orking one of the early gravel claims of Sol Wood of the 

xcelslor Group of Mines. 


Here from the Mountain Messenger of June 8th of 

....1.929, is an article about the Telegraph Mine by William 


laloney, who had been Assistant Engineer of the U. S. 

ureau of Mines for Alaska: 

THE TELEGRAPH QUARTZ-GRAVEL MINE 

;EOLOGICAL HISTORY: 
"The Telegraph mines have been operated as both 

.-aravel and quartz, the property consisting of 260 acres, 

overing approximately two miles of an ancient Tertiary 

hannel known as the Blue Lead Channel, which follows 


the course of a large serpentine and slate contact which 

extends for about twenty miles In a north-south direction . 


- .t many pOints along this contact, rich quartz mines have 

een opened up . The Oxford, Triple Pocket City of Six, 


Tightner and Sixteen-to-One are situated on this contact. 

The ancient river following this contact would account for 


--,e exceedingly rich gravel encountered In the operation 
f the Telegraph Mine. The ore bodies lie upon the east 


bontact and in veins, running parallel In the Calaveras 

formation east of the contact. There are three large veins 


~-xposed in the underground workings of this mine. At the 
'elegraph property the contact rocks are covered by six 


rlundred feet of lava. All prospecting work has, therefore, 

to, be done through underground workings, the gold


-earing gravels being mined from below the lava through 

10nels run to intersect the ancient river channel." 


HISTORY: 
- "The Telegraph Mine in the early history of the district 

ras one of the richest gravel mines on the ancient river 

~hannels. It is reported that some cars of the gravel 

contained as much as $4,000 to the carload (a car con


A'lined about 20 cu bic feet of g ravel) and from $200 to $500 
ars were not uncommon. 

"Th is property was first known as the Shamrock and 
Buffalo and was owned by a group of Irishmen who fought 

-over the output like the famous 'Kllkeeny cat'. Each In
ividual or group of individuals retained a lawyer and the 
)ore gold they extracted the harder they fought in court. -- . 

Finally one of the faults often encountered In these an
..,Qeint river channels stopped operations, and their money 

,eing exhausted through litigation and drink, they all 
bandoned the property. It Is stated that there were six of 

them interested and at one time they were driving three 
tunnels, all heading for the same part of the mine, two In 

- ach gang. While working the channel gravels the gravel 
'liners discovered the quartz ledge and took considerable 

gold from material broken from it. They were, however, 
not quartz miners and never attempted to open the ledges. 

- "Later the property was acquired by the Telegraph Drift 
!lining Company..This company enlarged the main tunnel 

and straightened and extended it several hundred feet 
along the ledge. Crosscuts were driven through the ledge 

-.nd into the country rock in an endeavor to locate the old 
:hannel at a pOint upstream from the old workings. In 

Jriving one of thse crosscuts another strong vein was 
opened up. Raises have been put up to the overlying lava 

to determine the position of the old land surface. While 
dOing this work an ore shoot was struck which yielded 
about $6,000, but as there was no height of the ledge 
above the tunnel and the superintendent thought It un
wise at that time to s ink on the ore shoot, no more ore has 
bee.n taken from this place. The ore undoubtedly extends 
below the tunnel level and can be taken out. On the 
contact vein an incline shaft was sunk sixty feet from the 
bottom of which a drift was run about eighty-five feet to 
the north. These workings are in material which will 
produce considerable mill ore, some of which is very high 
grade. Much of the rock taken out in sinking the shaft 
would pay a profit had it been milled. Samples taken from 
the ledge assayed from $33 to $163 a ton, and one sample 
taken recently, consisting of arsenical sulphides, assayed 
$2,600 per ton. An incline shaft was sunk to a depth of 21 
feet below the tunnel level on the gravel and considerable 
gravel extracted on that level. This gravel ran from $175 to 
$400 per car. 

"The mine at the present time, 1976, Is under option to 
Mr. Griff Thomas, who was foreman at the time the 
Telegraph Drift Mining Company was operating it. Having 
worked this mine for nine years, Mr. Thomas has an in
timate knowledge of the property and Its possibilities, 
and his recent return to Downieville to develop this mine 
indicates his unbounded faith in the property. Mr. 
Thomas recently expressed himself as believing the 
Telegraph to be the best mine In the State today. He has 
two men employed cleaning out the tunnels preparatory 
to beginning mining operations." 

It appears probable that the Telegraph Mine came by 
its name in the following manner: Solomon Wood, who 
was born in England and came to this country In 1837, 
lived in Philadelphia for a year or two where he worked at 
his trade as a stone mason before going to St. Louis, 
Missouri, where he lived until 1848. Upon hearing of the 
news of the discovery of gold in California, Mr. Wood 
organized a group of men, known as the Telegraph 
Company, for the purpose of crossing the country to 
California. Six of the party died before reaching Fort 
Kearney, but the rest reached Hangtown (Placerville) on 
August 14th of 1849. The group began mining at 
Georgetown annd Spanish Bar on the Middle Fork of the 
American River for a while, but left and gradually worked 
its way up the Yuba River to Downieville. Here Wood 
mined during 1849-50. He left in the Fall of 1850 to go 
east, but returned to Downieville in the spring, at which 
time he began the first tunnel into the Blue Bank, a rich 
bank of gravel along the river at the northeastern end of 
Downieville and opposite Zumwalt Flat. Here he washed 
out six pounds of gold in one pan from two little crevices. 

When in the Spring of 1852 a rush was made for the 
Sierra Buttes at Sierra City to locate quartz claims, Mr. 
Wood secured an interest in the Ariel Mine and also in the 
Plumas-Eureka Mine near Johntown (Johnsville). (NOTE: 
The Ariel Ledge is one of the three main ledges that form 
the ledge system of the Sierra Buttes Quartz Mine, the 
others being the Rose Ledge, so called from the color of 
its quartz, and the Whisky Ledge). Whil~ the stamp mills 
were being built at the Sierra Buttes Mme, the quartz of 
the claims was crushed by arrastras worked by Mexicans. 
Wood bought up all of the claims he could get near t~e 
Ariel and finally in 1853 he was the sole owner of the mill 
and I~dge. In 1857 he sold the mine toChristianReis .and 
brothers and the mine became known as the SIerra 
Buttes. This mine and the Plumas-Eureka were among the 
earliest ledge mines of importance to be worked in 
California. Among the other mines that Mr. Wood w~s 
interested in were: The Live Yankee at Forest City m 
southern Sierra County, which was that town's greatest 
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early mine, its production being exceeded in later years 
(the 1870's and 1880's) by only the fabulously rich Bald 
Mountain Drift Mine; the Four Hills Mine above Gold 
Valley; the True Fissure in the vicinity of Gold Lake; and 
the Fir Cap near Monte Cristo. While in the Fir Cap area he 
came to own a system of ditches which not only furnished 
water for his work of mining but that forthe diggings of 
others. It appears probable that the Telegraph Mine, on 
the east side of Goodyears Creek and below Fir Cap 
Mountain, received its name from the fact that Mr. Woods 
mined there, with the mine coming to be named for the 
Company he had formed in St. Lcuis in 1848. 

Following are several items of news about the 
Telegraph Mine from issues of the Mountain Messenger. 
More information about the mine will be found in the 
Chapter on: Particular Gold Items Relating to the Mines 
of Northern Sierra County. 
M. M. August6, 1892 : "In the Telegraph Mine, situated at 
Fir Cap , there is a quartz ledge that contains a large 
percentage of pyrites of iron. An assay of these pyrites 
gave a value of $2 a pound." 

NEW MILL STARTED AT THE TELEGRAPH MINE 

M. M. October 31, 1903: "The new stamp mill at the 
Telegraph Mine, which has been in course of construction 
for the past few months, commenced operations last 
Saturday, and now five stamps are steadily dropping. The 
Telegraph was originally a· gravel mine, and it was while 
working it as such tnat the ledge was struck . This summer .. 
the work of installing machinery and putting in a plant 
was commenced, but owing to the inaccessibility of the 
mine, there being no wagon road , they were greatly 
handicapped and the work was exceedingly slow. Some 
very rich ore · has been struck recently, a large amount of 
which is already in sight, and the future success of the 
property is without doubt." 

ELECTRIC PLANT INSTALLED AT THE TELEGRAPH 

M. M. December 16, 1905: "The electric plant at the 
Telegraph Drift Mine was put in operation this week . The 
mine is now thoroughly equipped for power, and the work 
of developing the mine will now be done on a much larger 
scale than heretofore, as the lack of power was the only 
drawback. The mine and all the buildings have been 
wired." 

QUARTZ VEIN BEING DEVELOPED 

M. M. March 9, 1907: "The Telegraph Drift Mining 
Company, of which Assemblyman J . W. Finney is 
manager, . is working quite a force of men under the 
foremanship of Griff Thomas, developing the immense 
quartz vein which passes through the property. The mine 
is equipped with electric power generated by the waters of 
Goodyears Creek. A large quantity of high grade ore is 
already in sight, and the mill will be started in a short 
time." 

$200 A CAR GRAVEl AT THE TElEGRAPH 

M. M. January 11 , 1908: "Gravel worth $200 a car load was 
struck at the Telegraph Mine last week, and as a result of 
the washing of a few carloads, Griff Thomas brought to 
town (Downieville) a nice bunch of the precious metal that 
was really good for sore eyes. The gravel was struck at a 
depth of 22 feet below the main tunnel. An Incline is being 
run from the main tunnel down to the gravel." 

WORK AT THE TELEGRAPH MINE 

M. M. April 1, 1911: "The tunnel being run at the 
Telegraph Mine to catch a body of gravel that was found 
below grade several months ago, is progressing slowly as 
the rock is exceedingly hard. Foreman Griff Thomas says 
that the rock is so hard that a blacksmith has to be at the 
anvil steadily sharpening drills. They figure that there is 
still some 200 feet more to run before the gravel is 
reached, but it is not likely that the same hard rock will 
continue this distance." 

RICH ORE AT THE TELEGRAPH 

M. M. October 28 , 1911: "A very rich strike in quartz was 
made at the Telegraph Mine last Thursday. A fine three
foot ledge was struck in the main tunnel which was being 
run for gravel , and the rock shows free gold in plenty 
besides the richest kind of arsenical sulphurets . The vein 
lies on the serpentine contact, and is supposed to be the 
same one from which some extra rich ore and sulphurets 
were taken from a point further south several years ago. 
The Telegraph is owned by the estate of John Mitchell, 
deceased , and is being operated by George Chase and 
other Chicago gentemen with J. W. Finney as manager." 

SAWMILL AT THE TELEGRAPH 

M. M. May 31, 1913: "The entire crew at the Telegraph 
Mine have been working for the past ten days getting the 
sawmiiT in readiness to run. It is Supt. Hughes Intention 
to string a wire from the power house on Goodyears Creek 
and run the mill by electricity." 

THE THISTLE SHAFT AND BELLEVUE MINES 

Two of the principal mines of Northern Sierra County 
property of the two mines which took In about four 

miles of the ridge Included part in Plumas County -- were 
the Thistle Shaft and the Bellevue, the history of the 
former, following the cessation of work in it in 1898, being 
merged with the Bellevue. The mines through many years 
of their operation were owned by a company of men of 
Glasglow, Scotland, prinCipal stockholders of which were 
the Bell brothers shipbuilding firm of that city. Dave 
Corbett was Superintendent of the Bellevue for several 
years around 1911 and R. H. Kingdon was Manager. The 
site of the Th istle Shaft is about a mile and a half south
west of Gibsonville on Gibsonville Ridge, and that of the 
Bellevue is about a mile and a quarter south of the Thistle 
Shaft. The first Thistle shaft, known as the Go Ahead, was 
sunk in 1867 by James Lowell. In the beginning the mine 
was worked through about a 500-foot shaft. Rich gravel 
was strUCk, but the presence of much water, which 
necessitated high pumping costs, made the mine very 
expensive to operate until It was drained , the water being 
pumped out using heavy machinery. The mine was 
operated for several years under the general management 
of C. B. Wingate with August Holtz as foreman. Other 
mines operating near Gibson Creek in the mid-1870's, In 
addition to the Go Ahead, werQ the Chalcedony, the Boot 
Jack, the Tabor Mine, and the Last Chance. The Go Ahead 
and the Last Chance at this time were owned principally 
by the owners of the great Bald Mountain Drift Mine at 
Forest City. The Boot Jack was one of the earliest of the 
mines of the area, It commencing work In 1857, with the 
tunnel In 1876 being in 1,970 feet. 

In 1890 a new shaft at the Thistle was being put down. 
The Mountain Messenger of August 9th of that year gives 
an account of the sinking of this shaft and other detailed 
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information about the mine: "The future prosperity of 
Gibsonville rests malnlyon favorable developments with 
the new Th Istle shaft, being put down by contractors 
Richard Gillis and Henry Phillips of the Comstock, 
Nevada, chief timbermen of the Bullion Mining Company 
of Virginia City. Robt. Foster, of that corporation, Is chief 
carpenter and timberman, and Jno. Dabadle Is chief 
engineer, late of the Amador mine, Amador County. H. F. 
Earle Is first assistant engineer and C. B. Wingate is 
manager. The Company is known as the Feather Fork 
Gold Gravel Company of Glasgow, Scotland. Elias Squier 
is blacksmith and D. O. Webster cage tender. The tank, 
wh ich is lowered and raised through the shaft, holds 318 
gallons of water, and it fills and discharges in one 
minute and ten seconds. About $400,000 have been 
expended by the company to date, and this Is the first 
work done of real, practical benefit toward proving the 
value of their extensive mining location, embracing nearly 
five miles of ridge from Gibsonville to La Porte. The shaft 
would have been complete by last April 1st had Wm. 
Metcalf of Nelson Point not failed In furnishing the 
lumber, in accordance with his contract, obliging the 
contractors to dig Squier's mill out of the deep snow and 
saw 80,000 feet of lumber, which was done In 27 working 
days. Seven-five feet a month has been made In the shaft 
since water was struck --- 150 feet previous to that time. 
Hercules, No. 1 powder is used blasting 8 holes in 24 
hours, except when timbering, or when dirt Is 
over abundant. The shaft is a facsimile of that of the 
Consolated Virginia, Nevada. The depth, June 28th, was 
275 feet. Sand and water, ali the way down, off and on; 
non damage on bottom except slightly Impeding 
progress; on an average 600 gallons an hour hoisted by 
tank. An improved Knowles pump, made by W. T. Garrett 
and Company of San FranCiSCO, Is at the first station, and 
at th~ second station there is a sinking pump, the 
capacity of both being 600 galions a minute. The 500-foot 
shaft will be down to bedrock some time In September 
this year. It is a treble compartment shaft with two cages, 
and.o.ne pump shaft. 18 men are employed. In case , a 
suffiCient porspect Is obtained, a 5,400-foot tunnel will be 
started, to run for and connect with the shaft near Wallis 
Creek , two miles below Gibsonville and five above La 
Porte. (This was to become the tunnel of the Bellevue). 
~he ~haf~ is 500 feet southeast from the Plumas County 
line In Sierra County. The plant consists of one double 
hoisting rig, a 20-horse-power engine and two boilers --
16 feet long and 50 inches In diameter, Hoisting is done 
by cages, with patent safeties. A 7/Bth-inchflexlble steel 
wire rope is used In hoisting. There Is also a small engine 
used to run a 30-inch circular saw for cutting timbers and 
wedges. Altitude of the company's office 5,200 feet. The 
shaft. timbers are clamped or -screwed together with 
hanging bolts . The engine house is 30 by 75 feet; the 
wood shed 40 by 8, and there is a blacksmith shop , etc. 
The boarding house wili accomodate fifty men, and there 
IS a steam pump for fire and feeder purposes for the 
boilers. Three shifts , of eight hours each, are worked in 
the shaft. There is an abundance of wood and water to 
complete the shaft. Seventy-five feet of water Is hauled up 
the shaft In six hours. (i.e. , water sufficenf to lower the 
water in the shaft 75 feet is taken from the shaft every six 
hours). About five miles of the channel is claimed to be on 
patented ground . The contract price for the sinking of the 
shaft is $27,500, or $55 a foot. 

"In 1867, James Lowell sunk a shaft 350 feet to 
bedrock through 20 feet of gravel, the bedrock pitching 
toward the new shaft. Within 30 feet, west of the shaft, a 
bore hole was put down by a boring machine 482 feet to 
bedrock and some gravel." In 1893 the mine was em

ploying about 80 men. In the early Fall of 1894, a drift 
from the shaft reached the main channel with the gravel 
paying well. 70 men were employed at this time, and in 
anticipation of a continued fine production, several new 
dwelilngswere erected at themlne.The M. M. of December 
9th of 1893, as part of a long article on some of the mines 
of the region, commented on the Thistle Shaft: "Just 
below the property of the Tabor Mine is the Thistle Shaft 
where men are extracting rich gravel from a large channel. 
The gravel is hoisted over 500 feet through a shaft, stored 
and washed. Of necessity this method of working the 
mine is expensive, yet of such richness is the gravel 
extracted from the great channel that It pays well. This 
operation demonstrates beyond any doubt that for miles 
under the Gibsonville Ridge exists an ancient auriferous 
channel, the development of which by the proper use of 
capital, wili cause an era of prosperity In that section 
important alike to Plumas and Sierra counties. Of the 
Thistle Shaft enterprise, C. B. Wingate, a young man of 
ability, energy and enterprise, Is Supt., and August Holtz, 
Foreman. At present, owing to the scarcity of water for 
gravel-washing purposes, only about forty men are 
employed. Later on, probably 75 to 100 men will be kept 
busy in and about the mine." 

In 1898, men working in the main drift leading from the 
shaft, encountered an underground of water which had 
filled the workings of the old Boot Jack Mine. The men 
working in the drift at the time were John Schofield, Griff 
Thomas, and Michael Sinnott, the latter the father of the 
author. So great was the volume of the accummulated 
water and its pressure that it nearly filled the tunnel, and 
the men were forced to ride dislodged mine timbers to the 
shaft where they with difficulty made their way to the 
surface. This flood necessitated the closing of the mine 
but in 1899 test holes were bored into the gravel of th~ 
Thistle in order to determine the level at which a tunnel 
could be driven to reach the underground channel. This 
exploratory work led to the locating of the tunnel of the 
Bellevue, and the driving of a tunnel to reach the gravel 
worked by the Thistle Shaft. The gravel washed in the last 
work at the Thistle Shaft reportedly paid $28 per carload. 
In May of 1903, after running a tunnel 5,400 feet, the 
Bellevue Mine struck the channel of the Thistle Shaft. The 
tunnel was run another 60 feet and gravel then begun to be 
taken out. Managerof the mine in these operations was C. 
B. Wingate. 

As described in the Chapter on: The History of 
Gibsonville, in late Janauary of 1908, three men --
Tho~as Costello, foreman, John Buckley, and Benjamin 
Menan, lost their lives when a set of timbers in the face of 
the tunnel gave way under great pressure and they were 
caught in the cave-In. 

In the Fall of 1907 gravel going $60 to the set of 
timbers was reported being stuck in the main tunnel of the 
Bellevue. The channel of the ancient river then being 
worked has its head at Pilot Peak and has a direction 
southwest, which is easily traced through the Bellevue 
and on to La Porte, on which end, at this time, the 
channel had not been opened, although the Claybank 
Company had expended thousands of dollars to do so . A 
correspondent of The Mining World, writing from La 
Porte, which article later appeared in the November 4th of 
1911 issue of Mountain Messenger, reported on an Im
portant discovery at the Bellevue: 

" An important discovery is reported to have been made 
in the Bellevue Drift Mine. For the past two years a 
considerable portion of the underground work was of an 
exploratory nature and difts were run from inclines 
through a deposit of gravel, the bedrock of which is below 
that of the bedrock of the deposit which for 20 years or 
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more had been mined through the Thistle Shaft. It has 
now been definitely determined that the low deposit Is 
that of a well defined ancient dead river coursing through 
the Gibsonville Ridge, approximately 1,000 feet wide and 
probably the main channel of that ridge, with the Thistle 
Shaft Channel as a paralleling tributary, forming a con
junction with the main newly discovered channel at Bald 
Mountain in the Upper Dutch of Bradley ground.(NOTE: 
The Upper Dutch Diggings are adjacently northeast of La 
Porte.) 

"The other companies operating the mine had for 
many years worked to get at the back of the channel which 
was supposed to exist, but the proof of which was not 
demonstrated until the long drifts of the Bellevue 
penetrated the unknown ground. One tunnel, the 
Claybank, was driven 7,000 feet by John Thomas without 
reaching the coveted area, and that of the Wild Boar by 
the late H. W. Tabor. The new discovery creates new 
possibilities the entire length of the Gibsonville Ridge, 12 
miles, from Pilot Peak to Bald Mountain, and the present 
enterprise are now planning to get at the back channel to 
the northeast of the Bellevue and Thistle mines. At the 
head of Slate Creek, the old Ne Plus tunnel, 3,000 feet 
long, will be reopened and extended another 1,000 feet to 
reach the upper end of the channel under bond and lease 
to Captair,s Reid and Jordan of San Francisco. At Whisky 
Point the old Swlftsure tunnel is to be driven to get at the 
next extension of the lead, and a general revival in drift 
mining Is looked for along the high gravel range from 
Onion Valley to Rabbit Creek." 

In NQvember of 1912 fifty men were working at the 
Bellevue taking out very rich gravel which paid on an 
average $90 per carload. Breastlng was being done 
through an Incline fifteen feet (vertical) in depth. However, 
it was feared that they were not deep enough, for in some 
places in the breasts the bedrock was some distance 
below grade. The gold being obtained at thi'S time was of a 
coarse character, one piece being worth over $300. 

In July of 1914 the Bellevue commenced the runn Ing of 
a 3,OOO-foot tunnel from a pOint In the main tunnel for the 
purpose of tapping the channel In the ridge at a point 
further up than it had been worked and working the 
ground In the vicinity of the Thistle Shaft. Roy Post, who 
was born In La Porte in 1890 and conti nues to spend the 
summer months there, worked at the Bellevue in 1910. He 
outlined some facts about the mine on the occasion of a 
visit the author had with him in July of 1976. The main 
tunnel of the Bellevue was run through bedrock for about 
5,000 feet before gravel was struck. The channel was then 
worked in a northerly direction for about 4,000 feet, the 
depth of the pay streak being from 2 to 6 feet and having a 
width of from 300 to 400 feet. Most of the side drifts were 
inclines with the cars being drawn up the inclines with by 
a steam engine which was operated by compressed air, 
the final incline reaching a depth of 300 feet below the 
level of the tunnel. Most of the gold recovered during the 
period of his employment at the mine was of wheat-grain 
size and not flaky. The Bellevue ceased operations shortly 
after the outbreak of World War I in 1914. 

THE WHITE BEAR MINE 

The White Bear Mine, which is about midway between 
Monte Crristo and the Telegraph Mine, was first located 
about 1895, at which time the workers ran an incline in 
search of the channel. Later work revealed that this incline 
missed the channel by 200 feet, passing over it. About 
1900, William J. Belcher, Richard Belcher, and Dr. Lewis 
of the White Bear Mining Company worked the mine, 
starting a tunnel they named the No.l,- 500 feet beiow the 
earlier incline. They let a contract for the running of this 

tunnel to Jospeh Erwin, Andrew Johnson, and Vic 
Helmet, and made Ott Sheehan of Oak Ranch their agent 
in the management of the contract. The men put up a raise 
about 200 feet and hit the channel, which later 
developments proved to be the richest point In the 
channel. The gravel averaged about $45 per car. For the 
right to dispose of the tailings from this working into 
Whisky Creek, from which creek Sheehan had a water 
rIght for Oak Ranch, the Belchers paid Sheehan $500. 

News of the strike created new interest in the mines of 
the area, and Henry Spaulding and John Peckwith located 
ground towards Monte Cristo from the White Bear and in a 
direction in which they believed the channei of the latter 
mine would lead. They ran several short drifts, but were 
not successful in finding the channel. They then leased 
their claim to Mr. F. I. Phelps, who paid the Belchers a 
royalty of 5 % for the privilege of working toward his 
leased claim through a drain tunnel the latter had driven at 
the White Bear. Phelps was successful in his efforts to 
iocate the continuation of the White Bear Channel, and it 
was rich. He continued to wash the gravel even during 
very cold weather, with result that It froze so hard when it 
was brought out of the mine that, upon washing, much of 
it passed overthe riffles of the sluice boxes without being 
broken up. The result was that much of the gold in the 
gravel passed through the sluices. Phelps knew that he 
probably was not catching all of the gold and later 
recovered about $30,000 in a distance of only about 100 
yards from the end of the sluice boxes. However, an 
appreciable quantity of gold from his washing went down 
into the farther reaches of Whisky Creek, and miners who 
later worked these tail ings, made good recoveries. In 1904 
several big nuggets were found in the White Bear. In late 
March of the year a nugget weighing 26 ounces was taken 
out, and in May another one of 28 ounces was found. In 
the early fall of the year three nuggets valued at $265, 
$125, and $110, were found. The mine at this time was 
working about 30 men under the superintendency of W. J . 
Belcher, and was taking out rich gravel. 

Another tunnel run on White Bear ground in the early 
history of the mine was the Dutch Tunnel. A man named 
Spaletto worked ground between this tunnel and the 
Telegraph, and in still later years, Rinaldo Daneri and 
George Costa did considerable work opening up the old 
Dutch Tunnel and in drifting from it. In the Summer of 
1906, John Costa of Downieville, made arrangements with 
the White Bear Mining Company, of which company 
William J. and Richard Belcher of Marysville were prin
cipal stockholders, to extend its east tunnel on to the 
ground of the Excelsior Company, the purpose being to 
try and locate the channel running through these 
properties, a portion of which had been recently worked 
by the White Bear Mining Company when it mined the 
channel south to the north line of Spaulding and Peck
with's ground, and in a northerly direction until cut off by 
a lava flow. Mr. Costa continued to work at the White Bear 
for over twenty years, during which period he shifted the 
location of operations several times and ran many raises, 
with all of the work being directed to finding a con
tinuation of what came to be called the Belcher Channel 
and from which considerable gold had been taken. 

In December of 1908, gravel of a depth of a few inches, 
was found in a lower drift which was in a northerly 
direction with the bedrock pitching sharply to the west. It 
was expected that deeper gravel would be soon en
countered. A short time following this work there were 
plans to reopen the old Dead-Broke tunnel on the Ex
celsior side of the mountain in the spring, in which tunnel 
there was a quartz ledge from which a considerable 
quantity of arsenical sulphurets had been extracted years 
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before, much of which was thrown over the dump and had 
later been found in Excelsior Ravine. In early January of 
1909, gravel was found in a raise in the White Bear tunnel, 
it being of a bluish color. It gave good pan prospects. It 
was the intent at this time to seek the bottom of the 
channel, and if gravel was found, to make preparations 
through part of the winter to take it out for washing in the 
spring. In May of the year above, it was reported that men 
at the White Bear broke into the channel and had a " nice 
body of gravel in sight." Ten days previous to this, gravel 
was found in a raise, but the bedrock was pitching at a 
sharp angle and Mr. Costa had decided to run the lower 
tunnel ahead again . After running about 400 feet a raise 
was again put up and the gravel was again encountered. 

When the White Bear was worked with William J. 
Belcher as Superintendent, a comparatively small piece of 
channel produced many thousands of dollars. The 
channel was then lost going north, and although Belcher 
did a great deal of prospecting, he was unable to pick it up 
again . The discovery of Mr. Costa, referred to above, was 
made a considerable distance to the northeast of where 
the old company had worked. It was thought that there 
would be no difficulty in following lhe lead. In an
ticipation of this, dumps, flumes, and gravel chutes were 
put In, and preparations made to wash the gravel. A land
slide during the winter had damaged the flumes and 
dumps considerably. However, washing results fell far 
short of the anticipations. In early January of 1909, 
another raise was In process of being put up, It being 
thought that the main tunnel ran under the channel for 
over 100 feet, and that the new raise would strike gravel 
nearer the center of the channel. Work about three months 
later showed the bedrock stili pitching at a sharp angle. 
The two to three feet of gravel on the bedrock contained 
but little gold. The plan was to run the main tunnel ahead 
and then put up another raise. In the Spring of 1910, 
between $60 and $80 In gold was obtained from a breast 
from gravel which was taken from the north drift of the 
Number 3 Tunnel, none of the gold being coarse. In 
August of the year, water, which had filled an old In
cline, broke Into the works of the White Bear. Fortunately, 
the flood occurred when no one was in the mine. The 
chutes in a couple of raises were torn out and part of the 
track In the lower tunnel was raised. 

Apparently the intent in December of 1908 to reopen 
the old Dead-Broke Tunnel did not materialize, for later In 
June of 1911, Mr. Costa planned to reopen It and run the 
tunnel ahead to Intercept tho serpentine contact. At this 
time he also had some men reopening a drift known as the 
New York Tunnel on the White Bear side of the mountain, 
and between the White Bear and the Telegraph mines, and 
it was the intent to extend this tunnel to try and find the 
continuation of the White Bear-Monte Cristo gravel lead. 
Men at this time were also running the main tunnel of the 
White Bear. In about two months of the time above, gravel 
was struck In the eastern part of the White Bear ground, 
which was reported to prospect very well. Plans were to 
take out about 100 car-loads for prospecting purposes. 
Indications were that at last a long piece of virgin channel 
had been reached which was likely to pay well. But again 
prospects were not realized. In December of 1912 "a large 
body of gravel was struck In the New York Tunnel, it being 
identical in every respect to the gravel in what is known as 
the Belcher Channel, worked by the White Bear Company 
under the management of W. J. Belcher, but is not on 
bed-rock." Work was stili progressing In the New York 
Tunnel through 1913. In October of the year, "the raise 
being put up in it broke through the bed-rock at a distance 
of 115 feet above the tunnel. A flow of lava was found on 
top of the bed-rock at the point of break-through, but the 

bed-rock was pitching at a sharp angle to the east, 
showing that the raise was in the west rim of the channe/. 
It is the intention to run a drift to the east from a point in 
the raise, to tap the gravel deposit that this raise has 
definitely located." (M. M. 11-1-1913) 

Later in the year, an incline was run in the New YOrK 
Tunnel, which in early December was down about 50 feet 
"with the ground around the face of the incline plentifully 
sprinkled with washed rocks of the same character as 
foliows the original White Bear lead, and it is thought 
that it will be only a few days until the channel proper is 
found ." (M. M. 12-6-1913) It was thought that it would be 
only a question of how much deeper the incline would 
have to be driven to reach the bottom of the channel, it at 
this time being down a vertical depth of about 20 feet. The 
bottom of the incline was in washed gravel and sand 
which showed some gold in every pan. It was thought that 
the bottom of the channel was at least ten feet deeper 
than the bottom of the incline. The workings of the mine 
at this time were over the east line of the White Bear in the 
ground known as the Sol Wood location, which was one 
of the claims of the Excelsior Group of mines. 

In January of 1913, the blacksmith shop, timber shed, 
and powder house at the New York Tunnel, which is 
between the White Bear and Telegraph mines, were 
destroyed by a snow-slide. No men were at the mine, as 
war!< had ceased , the men returning to their homes in 
Downieville, because of the recognized danger of a snow
slide occuring. In the same month of the following year, 
snow conditions in the vicinity of the mine were again of 
snow-slide character, and work was suspended until the 
danger passed. There was also at this time a problem of 
insufficient fresh air in the incline being put down . It was 
planned to run a branch tunnel from the main drift to have 
its portal at a place free from the dal)ger of snow-slides. In 
the early Fall of 1915 a drift in a southeasterly direction 
was being run from a point about 140 feet up In the main 
raise and was in about 100 feet, with another estimated 
100 feet to be driven before it was expected to tap the 
channel. Henry Appoloni was foreman of the mine at this 
time. A news item in the Mountain Messenger of August 
12th of 1916, stated: "From the present Indications the 
channel in the White Bear ground has been found again. 
John Costa of Downieville has been searching for the 
northern extension of this lead for the past five years. 
Now his persistent efforts are likely to be successful, as 
some of the genuine gravel from the White Bear lead has 
been found .... .... .. The gravel contains fine rim gold, 
identical with that taken out of the channel further south, 
but although at the writing It has not been proved that the 
channel has been found, stili every Indication pOints to 
the fact that Mr. Costa at last is on the right track." Work, 
two months later, resulted In the gravel .gettlng coarser 
and the management felt that there was little doubt but 
that the gravel came from the true White Bear channel. 
However, the fact that the country had been so thoroughly 
disturbed by lava made it difficult to locate the channel 
definitely. 

In late November of 1916 work at the White Bear 
ceased for the winter, the principal reason being the lack 
of water for forcing air into the mine. It was expected to 
resume work in the spring with the management still 
confident that work was on the right track to find the north 
extension of the old White Bear channel. In the Spring of 
1920, work which was being done in a drift from a raise, 
was terminated, and work was directed ahead in a nor
therly direction. Conditions in the upper drift Indicated 
that a land-slide had occurred thousands of years ago, 
as there were many pieces of wood and partly washed 
boulders which had been smashed to bits found all 
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through the remains of the slide. During the late Fall of worked out their ground, the White Bear channel Wi 

1921, Rinaldo Daneri and Gabe Ariola were at work ex supposed to be tributary to the large Monte Crls 
tending a drift from the main tunnel at the White Bear in a channel, mined out 60 years ago (60 years from 1927) b 
north-westerly direction "running up on a raise in the bed upon approaching that channel the miners discovered th 
rock and using the lava for a roof. The lead of the main the two deposits did not connect; that the White Be. 
tunnel was estimated to be over 30 feet below the grade of gravels and pay lay high on the north rim of the Mon 
the White Bear channel, and it was thought that the rising Cristo channel and were older and had been cut 0 

bed-rock was on the west rim of the channel." (M. M. 12- abuptly at the edge of the deeper channel. Thus it becarr 
17-1921 ) obvious why the pioneers In breasting the Monte Cris 

In the Fall of 1923, men working for John Costa at the gravels had failed to discover the White Bear channel. 
White Bear, were cutting lagging, it being the plan to work that place the south edge of the Monte Cristo deposit he 
underground all winter. In 1926, some gravel was found in been cut away by the modern Goodyear Creek. The Nor 
a raise at the mine, but further work at the time did not Yuba River canyon, 6 miles wide at that elevation, lif 
lead to a larger body. In the early Fall of 1929, three men next south. It became evident, therefore, that at least 
were being employed at the mine to run the main drift miles of the White Bear channel had been cut away 
ahead. In 1940, George Costa, Rinaldo Daneri, and E. C. modern erosion and that the only place to look for tt 
Willis began work reopening the old White Bear Mine, south continuation was in the lava-capped ridge, Iyir 
opening up the old Dutch Tunnel, which had been south of the river .... . . . 
abandoned for many years. Work consisted of further "Late in the Fall of 1911, Wm. J. Belcher of Marysvill 
drifting on the channel left unworked by the Old-Timers, former Superintendent and one of the discoverers ar 
and revealed that much good ground was left. The owners of the White Bear Mine, and W . W. Casserly, 
channel is known as the Telegraph Channel, and though resident miner of Goodyear Creek, being familar with It 
the lava rests upon the bed-rock for a section of its length above details and history of local mines , and recognizlr 

I here, they found very good gravel in the crevices. Work indications of a channel in the lava-capped country sou 
i planned at this time by the men was to follow along the of Goodyear Bar and west of Woodruff Creek, th
k '. channel to the north end which was worked by the old location being on course and grade of the White Be 

,L Telegraph Company, which is a primary channel and channel projected across the canyon , organized a c 
which produced well in early times. It was estimated that partnership of eight persons and located the Mounta! the distance to these old workings was about 1,200 feet. No's 1, 2, 3, and 4 Placer Mining Claims." Mr. Allir 
The men planned, also, to drive a tunnel in search of the studied the surface conditions, a survey was made and ~t : 
old White Bear channel, which had been worked for a map dlawn, showing position, elevation and character L , distance of 1,400 feet by the old White Bear Company the rim rocks exposed along the edges of the lava, tl 
from 1900 to 1903, when it worked up to the Monte Cristo location of exposed gravel deposits, bodies of pie-cia 

. t.r ; 
I .. i ground. In that distance the channel produced several flowing springs, and low gaps in the ancient valley rin 
r 

~ 

~ 
\. 

:' hundred thousand dollars. The channel was worked by the where tributaries may have er.tered, and important la 
Monte Cristo Company for another 1 ,000 feet, the ground slides . The buried river bed in its supposed position ar , ~ being richer than the section of the channel worked by the course were then sketched upon the map as a rough gui<
White Bear Company. for the preliminary development work. As the lava cap 

from 50 to 500 feet thick and from 1,500 to 2,500 feet widTHE GOLDEN BEAR MINE 
it was impossible to determine from surface study alaI

Of interest, in connection with the foregoing account the exact position of the channel at all points . " 
of the White Bear Mine, is the following Report of Mark N. determine the exact position of the channel bottom arAlling about the Golden Bear Mine. the relation of the two or more channels which lie burit 

In 1927, Mark N. Alling a mining engineer of Sierra within these claims, it will be necessary to drill a series 
County, who was County Surveyor of the county from holes from surface to bedrock along a line extendil
1911 through 1914, prepared a Report of the Golden Bear across the valley, or to otherwise explore beneath t
Mine, the property of which was about a mile west of the lava.
Mountain House at the crest of the Mountain House "As a result of this survey the E,><it Claims, covering 
Grade and about three miles, airline distance, southWest 

of Goodyears Bar. In this Report, which with a Map, are 

made availble to the author through the courtesy of 

Donald Costa, Alling argued that the channel at the 

Golden Bear, or as It was later known, the Mountain 

House Drift Mine, was a continuation of the channel at the 

White Bear Mine. Here from this Report is the part which 

relates to the channel of the White Bear Mine: 


"In 1903 the White Bear channel was discovered 
coursing southerly under the lava cap of the ridge lying 
north of the North Yuba River. The White Bear Company 
followed the channel 1 ,100 feet down stream to the Monte 
Cristo property line, taking out $200,000, and the New 
Monte Cristo Company then worked the next 1 ,000 feet to 
where the deposit had been cut awayby the west coursing 
of the Monte Cristo channel, at the point where modern 
Goodyear Creek has cut away both deposits. The uniform 
size and shape of the White Bear gold were distinqulshing 
features. Much of the gold resembled apple seeds or 
flattened kernels of wheat. ........ The south continuation 
of this rich channel at once became an important 
problem. Until the New Monte Cristo Company had Strawberry Valley General Store - Photo 1976 
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little more than one-half mile of channel, was added to the 
group in 1912 . .. .... Considerable development work has 
been done upon the Golden Bear property ....... No drill 
has ever been on the property. Three costly bedrock 
tunnels, all too high to bottom the channel, have been 
driven for hundreds of feet only to prove that the channel 
exists, courses southerly as indicated upon the map and 
lies deeper than any of the workings .......... Quar~z 
gravel and gold have been found upon the property In 
several places along the rims or near the points where the 
channel enters of leaves the lava cap, but owing to the 
presence of hugh land slides of lava covering these end 
pOints, the bottom gravels in place have not been loc.ated 
and a churn drill is needed to determine the exact position 
and elevation of the main deposit. ..... Two channels, at 
least are known to lie within the Golden Bear property, a 
high 'older channel to the east, the gravels of which are 
practically 100 % quartz, and a deeper and younger 
channel to the west, believed to be the deep 'Blue Lead' 
type, the gravels of which consist of a mixture of qu~0z 
pebbles with numerous other stones of bedrock ongln 
.. .. ... . This double channel feature with all its charac
teristics is also a feature in the White Bear and Monte 
Cristo mines to the north ...... Most of the development 
work to date (1927) has been done at the northern end of 
the property in the vicinity of the 'inlet' pOint of the 
channel. The character of the lava beds, their relative 
thickness and order of deposition as found overlying the 
White Bear gravels, the character of the gravels, the 
physical nature and assay value of the gold, are iden
tifying teatures which are duplicated at the Golden Bear·· 
Mine. The Golden Bear channel lies on the average course 
and grade of the White Bear. These and other facts form a 
chain of evidence indicating conclusively that the Golden 
Bear channel is the south continuation of the White 
Bear." 

Alling attached to his Report the following estimate: 
Gold expectancy from the gravels 

of the Golden Bear Mine........... $ 5,000,000. 
Gold expectancy from the quartz 

veins of the Golden Bear Mine... 5,000,000. 
Total estimated gross value of 

minerals...... ............................. . 10,000,000. 
Maximum cost of mining not to 

exceed 60% .......... .................... . 6,000,000. 
Estimated net profits .................. .. 4,000,000. 

$10,000 was needed to start 
development work. 

Placer Mining at Bunker Hill - Photo about 1914 
Courtesy: Edwin Berger 
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SOME MINES OF THE BUNKER HILL -- GIBRALTAI 
REGION 

Extending from near the headwaters of the East Fori 
of Canyon Creek and near Rattlesnake Peak in a south 
westerly direction for about two and one-half miles pas 
Bunker Hili and the Herkimer Mine, the latter two place: 
being in the vicinity of the headwaters of the west Brancl 
of Downie River, in what can be called the Gibraltar 
Bunker Hill mining district. Some of the mines of thi: 
region have been: The North Bald Mountain, also knowr 
as the Little Grizzly Mine; the Gibraltar Consolidate( 
Mining Company of California; the claims of Dryder 
Alexander near Bunker Hill; the Herkimer; the Nugge 
Nell; the Golden Scepter quartz and Gravel Minin~ 
Company and the Gibraltar. The following quotation: 
from county newspapers at times during the period fron 
the middle 1870's into the early 1900's give us some in 
formation about some of the mines mentioned above. I
concluding part of this section will give an account of thl 
history of the Gibraltar Mine. 

M. M. 6-15-75: "C. R. Scott and others have located c 
gravel mining claim in the Gibraltar District to be callee 
the North Bald Mountain Company." 
M. M. 5-22-75: The mines at Bunker Hill continue as rid 
as when first struck. 
M. M. 4-24-75: "We understand that the Bunker Hi! 
Mining Company near Little Grizzly have found ex 
ceedingly rich pay in their diggings." 
M. M. -1r-9-78: "The Bunker Hill Company, A. Heath 
Supt.; are now in pay gravel worth $2.50 to the car. ThE 
back channel averaged $12. The tunnel is being rapidl} 
extended to this point, being within fifteen feet of it now 
Th irty men are employed to whom twenty more will bE 
added in a month, which force will be kept busy all winter. 
Front channel one thousand feet wide, back channel four 
hundred feet. San Francisco Capitalists. That there Is a 
wealth of gold between this point and Howland Flat is 
becoming daily more assured, and In the course of a few 
years numerous will be the paying claims on the In
tervening ridges." 
M. M. 4-12-79: "The Bunker Hill Mine, situated near Little 
Grizzly, on the ridge south Poker Flat, Is under the active 
supervision of Hon. C. S. Abbott, late of Monterey 
County, and a member of the last Legislature, and Is now 
being rapidly developed under his management. The mine 
is proving to be where all believed it really was. Mr. 
Abbott struck pay in the bedrock on the second week In 
February, and the first week all the men employed at the 
mine engaged in drifting, and for several days took out 
$20 per day to the pick. During the month of March, Mr. 
Abbott extended tunnels and prepared for an Increase of 
force. The pay gravel continues, and the force will soon be 
Increased. A contract has been let upon favorable terms 
for the company to extend the mine tunnel 200 feet. This 
extension will thoroughly open the main channel and will 
enable the company to put on a large force. The company 
having an abundance of water, a large bullion product will 
beproduced this season.This mine has a brilliant future, 
and will, doubtless in time, become one of the leading 
drift mines in the State." 

M. M. 3-2-80: "The Bunker Hill claims at Little Grizzly are 

paying well." 


M. M. 10-15-81: The Gibraltar Consolidated Mining 

Company of California filed papers of incorporation. 

Capital Stock $26,000, divided into 2,600 shares." 

SC Tr. 8-10-82: (From the Correspondent "Explorer" to 
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the Sierra County Tribute) 
"We visited the Grizzly Mine, better known as the Bunker 

- Hill. On our way we wound our way to the summit of 
Bunker Hill and then home (to Downieville) by way of 
Rattlesanke." 
SC. Tr. 10-26-82: "Dryden Alexander, who was in town 

- (Downieville) .this week, says t~at ,~he Bunker Hill drift 
claim is looking very encouraging. 
S. C. Tr. 2-8-83 : "The Little Grizzly drift mine is bonded to 
Boston parties for $50,000. In 1869 at Little Grizzly a 

- nugget worth $2,000 was found ." 
M. M. 8-29-85: "Bunker Hill Company, whose ground Is 
mostly in Sierra County near Pilot Peak, obtained a 
prospect of 20 cents to the pan the other day. Soft slate 

-rock in main tunnel. " 
M. M. 4-25-91 : "It is reported that the Gibraltar Company 
have found good pay gravel in their tunnel." 
M. M. 10-24-91: "Joe Nipp was down from Bunker Hill, 

.-Friday. He reports Uncle Nick Berets has indeed found the 
~hannel for'which he has been looking for so long ." 
\01. M. 7-15-93: "A contract to run 600 feet of tunnel to tap 
the channel ahead of the present workings will soon be let 

.-by the Gibraltar Mining Company whose main tunnel is in 
100 feet. The capital stock will be increased from 2,000 to 
30.000 shares." 
M. M. 8-13-1904: "At the Golden Scepter Mine near 

._Bunker Hill, gravel was struck last Friday which prospects 
lery well. This mine was formerly the New Orleans, but it 
s now owned by the Golden Scepter Quartz and Gravel 
Mining Company. Parker H. Mason is Superintendent. 
Recently they made an upraise of 50 feet and then drifted 

-)5 feet, when the gravel was encountered ." 
v1. M. 7-21-1906 : "At the Little Grizzly Mine, which is 
situated near Bunker Hill, Charles Keller and John Hood 

.[ecently struck gravel which prospects well." 
'11. M. 4-23-1910 : "A shaft for air is being raised at the 
3unker Hill Mine. It will be about a 150-foot shaft. The 
gravel that was worked on a bench about a month ago 

"'paid very well, but the bedrock pitched away, and after 
ollowing it for some 20 feet with a winze the bad air and 
low of water compelled operations at this point to cease. 
fhe lower drift is being run ahead and is now In a lava 
dyke. When this dyke has been passed, another raise will 

Je put up to the channel. We are informed that Messrs . 
~ood and Breesi, who are operating this property, ex

press great confidence in the ground." 
M. M. 6-10-1910: "The air shaft at Bunker Hill has been 
- Iunc.hed through and now excellent air prevails all 
hrough the mine. They will now extend the main tunnel 

dhead to run under the place where the bedrock pitched 
away some two months ago." 
-'.~. M. 7-16-1910: "Gravel is being worked at the Blue 
~hannel Minning Company's claim at Bunker Hill, which 

.s being taken from the rim of the channel. The main 
tunnel is being run steadily ahead through lava and they 

--'xpect to find bedrock almost any day . There are about 30 
nen at the camp." 

.A. M. 5-13-1911: "Fourteen men are working at the Blue 
Channel property at Bunker Hill . We are informed that the 

Aravel they found some time ago is on the rim of the 
hannel and does not contain a great deal of gold. Supt. 
;ettlngerhas great hopes of finding extra good pay in the 

raise they are now putting up to gravel, and which may 
.strike the channel at anytime." 

1. M. 8-5-1911: "Good pay is being taken out at the 
;unker HIli or Blue Channel gravel claim . The gravel now 

carries coarse gold and is paying extrc: well . This property 
is owned by a local company and Is baing operated by 
food and Breese." 
1. M. 9-2-1911: "The Blue Channel Mining Company are 

preparing to run a new tunnel into Bunker Hill. They In
tend to start nearly midway between the Herkimer tunnel 
and the old Sunnyside tunnel, and figure that they will 
have between 800 and 1,000 feet to run before they find 
the channel." 

THE GIBRALTAR MINE 

The Gibraltar Mine is located near the headwaters of 
Canyon Creek and about three miles a little east of north 
of Rattlesnake Peak. For the many years from the 1890's 
into the 1930's, the Kieffer brothers, Adam, Jake and 
Peter, ownp.d the mine, and for all of the years of that 
period, with the exception of several years from 1926 to 
about 1931 ,:when a company with W. W. Casserly as the 
mine Superintendent, developed the mine principally by 
their own labor. In about 1911, Tim Donovan became with 
the Kieffers an owner of the mine. The later history of the 
mine is entered at the end of this account. In 1907 and 
1908, the Kieffer brothers at the Gibraltar were sinking a 
shaft to find the channel south of Sunnyside, a place 
which when worked earlier had yielded considerable gold . 
They were down over 200 feet, all of which was in lava, 
and water was giving them considerable trouble . In the 
Summer of 1909 the shaft was being deepened and it was 
expected that they would reach gravel in about SOc. feet 
more. Water In the shaft was being hoisted out in a 32
gallon barrel using an 8-H. P. gasoline engine. The 
bottom of the shaft was in pipe clay which was mixed with 
fine washed gravel. In late August of the year, fine quartz 
gravel was struck. It was planned to deepen the shaft until 
bedrock was reached and then to run drifts from its 
bottom. In the early Summer of 1910, the engine broke 
down. but was repaired and work continued, and by 
August the shaft was down 303 feet and work on a drift to 
run under the channel was progressing. 

In the Summer of 1911, the Kieffers built a new hoist
house over the shaft, the old building having been badly 
damaged by the heavy snows of the preceding winter. It 
was also planned to install a boiler and steam engine in 
the spring. Tim Donovan started working with the Kief
fers. In 1913 the men built a small sawmill near the mine 
using it to saw lumber for track ties and to build a dump 
and dump-shed. Though, as mentioned above, the 
Kieffers intended to install a steam plant in 1912, it was 
not until the Summer of 1917 that they purchased a 4O-H. 
P. steam engine, boiler and new pump. The men had 
washed considerable coarse gold from the gravel they 
took out, but the gasoline engine had proved inadequate 
to handle the water. Water continued to greatly hinder 
work in the drift from the shaft, leading the Kieffers and 
Donovan to start a tunnel which in June of 1918 was in 200 
feet, by means of which they hoped to tap the channel 
about 400 feet south of the bottom of the shaft, estimati ng 
that it would take about 1,000 feet of tunnel. In 1919 a 
raise to the surface for air was put up. In 1921, work from 
the 300-foot shaft was resumed, the water being pumped 
out without much difficulty, and work in the drift, which 
was started to cross the channel, was renewed, it being 
planned to continue it to the rim of the channel to try and 
ascertain the exact depth and trend of the channel. Up to 
1925, the Kieffers took out some gravel which they 
washed and obtained some gold. 

In 1926 a company with W. W., Casserly as its 
representative and mining engineer, bonded the mine and 
began preliminary work. A pipe line to bring water to 
power a compressor was laid, and ten miles of telephone 
line was constructed from the mine to connect with the U. 
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Crew Which Constructed U.S. Forest Service Telephone Line 
from Sierra Buttes to the lavezzola Ranch in 1915. 

Courtesy: George Pezzola 

S. Forest Service line at the Lavezzola Ranch. New 
machinery, including a compressor, drilling ~quipment, 
and other supplies were delivered to the mrne by the 
Ph ippen brothers who used two b!g trucks an~ horse~, 
bringing the machinery and supplies from Blairsden rn 
Mohawk Valley. They employed the horses only on a 
heavy pull to assist the trucks. The first load they brought 
in included a large 1,400-pound stove for the boarding 
house. Coming down the steep hi" from Hawley Meadows ,. 


: '-- they used a heavy sled loaded with supplies to act as a 

brake. A camp was set up at the McCrae Ranch, which 

was used as headquarters for the moving of the freight t, 
Hawley Meadows, and then the camp was moved to thl 
latter place forthe balance of the haul to the mine. 

A new tunnel was begun by the Company, twelve mel 
being employed. By Christmas of the year (1926) t~1 
tunnel was in 300 feet. By mid-May the tunnel was II 

about 740 feet which it was thought was about half thl 
distance to go' to reach the gravel. In running this tunne 
an immense quartz ledge, which carried a large quantlt: 
of sulphurets, was intercepted. (M. M. 5-14-1927) In thl 
month above indicated a Pelton water wheel was taken ul 
to the mine and set up to furnish power for running a fal 
to force air into the tunnel. In November of 1927 the tunne 
was in between 1,400 and 1,500 feet, but gravel had no 
been encountered. Work through until the early Spring 0 
1928 continued, with the tunnel being in 2,000 feet. II 
May of 1928, a raise to tap the channel was put up from, 
pOint in the tunnel about 1,900 feet in. It was thought tha 
the tunnel would have to be extended about 200 fee 
further before the face was under the channel. 

These efforts did not result in finding the channel il 
place, and work was resumed running the tunnel ahead, c 
length of 3,200 feet being reached in early September 0 

1929. It was planned at this time to run ~ double 
compartment raise, which it was believed would tap thl 
main part of the channel. According to a minin{ 
engineer's report, a channel known as the McCral 
Channel, lay less than 500 feet ahead of the face of thl 
tun nel. 

In the 1960's, Vernon Huffman of Downieville, on c 
lease from M . P. Fischer, the owner of the Gibraltar, die 
considerable explorator and development work at thE 
mine. In 1963 he constructed a seven-mile section of roae 
to the mine from a road which had earlier been built up thE 
north bank of the now-named Empire Creek for about twe 
miles above the Empire or Dodson Ranch. Huffman'1 

Old Steam Boiler on Top of Hill Near the Gibralter Mine - Photo about 1924 
Courtesy: Mrs. Ruth Broughton and Museum at DownievillE 
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Country Near the Gilbraltar Mine, Photo Taken from the Head of Dean's Ravine - Photo about 1924 

road , from its union with the Empire Creek Road , went up 
the mountainside to Red Oak Ridge and then along this 
ridge to descend to the Gibraltar. 

Mr. Huffman restored the tunnel which had been run In 
the mid-1920's, and which finally had reached length of 
about 4,000 feet. An air line was installed with a very 
effective water-blast. Diamond drilling was done from the 
roof of the tunnel Into the channel above. In 1969 further 
diamond drilling was done from the surface to establish 
the location of the channel. In the Summer of 1976 work 
was done on cleaning out the old ditch In order to obtain 
water needed for contemplated further diamond drilling. 

LOST IN A STORM ON WAY TO THE GIBRALTAR 
-

In April of 1924, Jacob Kieffer nearly lost his life when 
he became lost In a snow-storm, Kieffer had left 
Downieville to go to the Gibraltar Mine to work and had 
stayed overnight at the Lavezzola Ranch from which place 
Peter Lavezzola, In the morning, packed Kieffer's blankets 
as far as Red Oak, at which place the snow was too deep 
for the animals to continue. Kieffer decided to continue 
on even though snow was failing fast and there was a 
raging storm, as two men from the Gibraltar were colng to 
meet him. Shortly after Kieffer and Lavezzola had parted, 
the two men from the mine met Lavezzola, having passed 
Kieffer without seeing him. The three men started back for 
the mine at once, and reaching there, found that Kieffer 
had not arrived. All men of the mine Immediately took up 
the search, first going back to where Kieffer's snowshoe 
track had left the trail--- the two men thinking that Kieffer 
had taken a short-cut there. The snow had filled Kieffer's 

..,
. c, ~~?:;~. ~. >.1~~~ . ,Y 

" . 

Courtesy: Mrs. Mabel Cartwright 

tracks and they found no trace of him and had to return to 
the mine when night fell. They started out again the 
following momlng, at which time the storm had ceased . 

Kieffer made his way to the Lavezzola Ranch that 
morning reaching there about 11 o'clock. He stated that 
the fog ~as so thick that he lost all senseofdlrection.After 
leaving Lavezzola at about 10:30 the previous day, he 
traveled until about noon, when he broke one of his 
snowshoes and also realized that he was lost. At night
fall he crawled Into a thicket of trees and with his blankets 
made himself as comfortable as possible for the night. 
The storm raged at Intervals all night, but shortly after 
daylight the fog cleared sufficiently for him to get his 
bearings. He found that he was near the head of the west 
branch of the Little North Fork. By foliowlng this stream 
down to the main stream he got on the trail and at 11 
o'clock reached the Lavezzola Ranch. He had been out 
over 28 hours In the storm without anything to eat. 

THE FEATHER FORK MINE 

The Feather Fork Mine, which Is located near the 
South Fork of the Feather River about ten miles by road a 
little east of north of La Porte and about three miles , 
airline distance northwest of Gibsonville. It Is a gravel 
mine and was orlg Inally located In about 1907 by Jack and 
Gilbert McFarlane. Initially the McFarlanes bored holes to 
determine the location of the channel. They then sunk a 
shaft, reaching gravel which paid In about 190 feet. They 
then drifted south about 1,200 feet --- the channel having 
a general north-south direction --- taking gravel as they 
ran the drift, and hoisting It up the shaft w ith a steam
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Feather Fork Mine 

powered engine which was woodfueled.lt Is of Interest to 
note that the shaft cage used at the Feather Fork was the 
old cage which had earlier been used at the Thistle Shaft. 

Frank Reilly, a long-time and current resident of La 
Porte, worked at the Feather Fork from 1922 to 1925. The 
pay streak of the channel was exceptionally thick, being 
from 5 to 7 feet, and had an average width of about 100 
feet. To economically work the gravel the drift along the 
pay streak was made 7 feet high, i.e., the distance from 
the floor of the tunnel to the caps of the sets of tlmbern 
was 7 feet. The gravel was rich, with the miners being able 
to see the gold in the dirt around the boulders, most of It 
being of a flaky character. Several nuggets of 1 ounce and 
lf20unce were recovered. The gold was better than 900 fine 
bringing $19 an ounce. (At this time 1000 fine gold was 
worth $20.67 .) 

Angus James, who has been and is currently a 
resident of Downiville, worked as holst man at the Feather 
Fork in 1929-30. Principal work of the mine at this time 
consisted of the running of an incline from the main drift 
from the shaft and a tunnel from it which went down 
under the South Fork of the Feather. There was con
siderable water, and pumps, both steam and electric 
powered, had to be continuously operated, the electric 
power being supplied by a diesel-powered generator. The 
mine at this time was operating with three shifts with 
John Schofield as foreman . The gravel taken out was 
washed in a washing plant, the tailings being carried In a 
flume across the bed of the river. (See the photo, 
courtesy of Mr. James, showing this flume and Its trestle 

- Photo about 1929 Courtesy: Angus James 

in winter time.) 
Mr. Jack McFarlane at present (Summer of 1976) has 

some men interested in the mine who plan to sink a new 
working-shaft and to use the old shaft for air. 

THE TENNESSEE MINE 

Located about a mile and a half east of Poker Flat and 
about 600 feet above Canyon Creek on Its north watershed 
is the Tennessee Mine which for many years has been 
owned and at times worked by the Scott Brothers, Bob, 
Walter, Ji m and Charlie. In the Summer of 1932, Charie~ 
G. Johnson, who was operating the Kirkpatrick Mine 
southwest of Downieville, moved his equipment to thE 
Tennessee Mine and began working the mine on a leaSE 
from the Scott Brothers. Original work at the TennesseE 
had consisted of the sinking of a shaft, which was up th~ 
mountain about a quarter of a mile from the portal of tht 
later-run tunnel, It being sunk to find a channel whlc! 
conditions indicated existed within the mountain . Grave 
was found In the shaft and then a tunnel was run lowe 
down to tap it. The tunnel at the time Mr. Johnson begal 
operations was in about 150 feet. Rinaldo Danerl wa: 
foreman. Summer crew at the mine consisted of Gu 
Poggi, Gabe Ariola, George Johnson and Alton Cook, tho 
latter trucking the supplies for the mine -- which wer 
transported as far as Howland Flat -- the rest of the way t 
the mine. The winter crew was made of Steve Donderc 
Gus Poggi, Lawrence Nessler, Joseph White, Ed Deal an 
John D. Taylor, the latter the cook . Later, a Chinama 
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flume at feather fork Mina - Photo about 1929 Courtesy: Angus James 

named Wing became the cook at the mine. 
Preliminary to the work of extending the tunnel, a road 

was built from Poker Flat which went up the left side of 
Canyon Creek to illinois Creek which It crossed by for
ding, and then on up to the mine. The crew drove the 
tunnel south toward the shaft for about an additIonal 
1,500 feet, it being almost entirely through slate bed
rock. Very little timbering was rquired. A raise from the 
end of the tunnel was put up and some gravel was found, 
but it was not In place. From a crevice in the bed-rock 
about $6,000 in coarse gold was taken out, some of the 
pieces weighing about an ounce each. Mr. Johnson, who 
was State Treasurer of California, operated the mine on 
the lease for abQut four years, but the definite channel 
was not found. The mine was equipped with a gasollne
powered compressor which furnished air both for the 
tunnel and for drilling. There was a combination boarding 
and bunk house at the mine, which were near the portal of 
the tunnel, and a timber and gravel-dump shed. 

BEGINNING OF HYDRAULIC MINING IN CALIFORNIA 
AND THE LATER CAMINETTI ACT 

Since hydraullcking was so widespread a method of 
working the sections of great ancient river channels and 
their tributaries where the channels were either exposed 
or where there was little overburden In Northern and Near
Northern Sierra County --- the method being extensively 

used, for example, in the diggings at Howland Flat, Port 
Wine, La Porte, Pine Grove, Scales, Poverty Hill, Brandy 
CIty, Morristown, Craig's Flat and Eureka, entered here is 
an account of the first use of hydraulic mining in 
CalifornIa, and a general statement of the Caminetti Act 
which permitted the resumption of hydraulic mining after 
it had been prohibited in the middle 1880's: 

THE FATHER OF HYDRAULIC MINING IN CALIFORNIA: 

Antoine Chabot, who later was to build several earth
fill dams, among them the dam confining the waters of 
Lake Chabot near San Leandro, employing the principle of 
the deposition of material by the use of high-pressure 
streams of water, Is generally regarded as being the father 
of hydraulic mining In California. In the Spring of 1852 
Chabot had a placer mining claim on Buckeye H III near 
Nevada City, Nevada County of California, to which he 
brought water In a ditch. He directed the water across his 
claIm, which eroded the earth away down to the bed-rock. 
Chabot then shoveled the gravel Into the natural sluice 
formed by the bedrock and the gold from the gravel was 
caught in the crevices of the bed-rock. It was but a short 
step from his observatIon of the washing action of the 
water to the idea of utilizing the water in a concentrated 
and higher-pressure stream, so he directed the water from 
a height into a canvas hose and turned the jet of water 
against the gravel bank, washing the gravel Into riffled 
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Twenty Feet of Snow at the Tennessee Mine in January of 1933 Courtesy: Gus Poggi 

boxes where the gold was trapped. This method of and was the one to suggest that a nozzle be made and 
hydraulicking was soon refined by the construction of 
great monitors or "pipes" which came to be equipped with 
either an adjustable nozzle or by having several nozzles of 
varying diametters which could be attached to the 
monitor, depending upon the quantity of water being 
supplied to it, the length of stream required and the 
height of the gravel bank being worked. 

Another account of the first use of water under 
pressure to work placer ground credits Edward Matteson 
and Eli Miller, along with Chabot, as being the first to 
mine hydraulically: Antoine Chabot and Ell Miller, who 
had met on their way to the California gold fields, formed 
a partnership . They mined at Buckeye Hill, which is about 
seven miles sout-east of Nevada City, from the spring into 
the Summer of 1852, when all went to work in Nevada 
City. I n the fall, Chabot and M iller went back to Buckeye 
Hill, while Matteson stayed in Nevada City where he ran a 
pack train for a merchant there. It was at Buckeye H ill that 
Chabot and Miller made practical the Idea that a stream of 
high-pressure water from a hose or pipe could be ef
fectively used to move earth --- an idea, which it appears, 
that Chabot could have come to entertain from reading 
about the ground washing work of the Romans. Chabot 
and Miller made a hose and fitted a trough at the intake 
end, first using the hose without a nozzle to wash the 
gravel of a bank, which was first loosened by picking, into 
a sluice . It is said that Matteson came to work with them 

fitted at the discharge end of the hose which would in
crease the velocity of the stream and concentrate it. This 
was done, Miller fashioning a tapered nozzle of sheet 
metal, and the high-pressure stream was effective, 
without picking, in tearing down a bank of gravel. 

Still , however, Chabot was the first to employ water 
from a hose in ground sluicing, which was essentially thE 
principle of hydraulicking, for the constricting action 01 
the hose concentrated the water somewhat and further 
permitted the flexible directing of the water. 

THECAMINETTI LAW 

The Caminetti Law, which was approved by Congress, 
March 1st of 1893, provided for the appointment by the 
President of a California Debris Commission, WhOSE 
jurisdiction covered the effects of hydraulic mining in thE 
territory drained by the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivel 
systems in California. It was to study the practicability 0' 

the construction of debris-retaining dams or settlin~ 
reservoirs in the tributaries of these rivers. Owners 0 
mining claims were authorized to file petitions with thE 
Commission stating the facts of their situation . ThE 
Commission then could issue an order outlining thE 
method in which debris-retaining operations shoulc 
proceed and specifying in detail what had to be done fo 
the hydraulic mining to be resumed . The petitioners wen 
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then to present plans for all work to be done, and upon its 
completion and approval, the Commission granted 
permission for the resumption of mining. 

One Supreme Court decision had permitted the miners 
to buiid retaining dams and then apply to the Court to 
have injunctions which had been issued to be modified. 
But in November of -1884 the Supreme Court, while 
sustaining the decision of a lower Court which outlawed 
the directing of sluicing waters into streams, went further 
and reversed that part which had permitted miners to 
build dams. This last injunction of the Supreme Court was 
to be "preemtory, unconditional, and perpetual". It 
deprived the hydraulic miners of any hope of judicial 
relief. The decision was concurred in by all the Justices of 
the Supreme Court. 

(NOTE: Several references to the problem which 
developed in the lands of the valleys of California 
resulting from the discharge of the tailings (debris) from 
hydraulic mining into streams, the consequent 
prohibition of hydraulic mining, and its resumption under 
the conditions of the Caminetti Act, are included in the 
Chapter on: Particular Gold Items.) 

A HUGE MONITOR IN NEVADA CITY: 
A plaque on a huge monitor which is adjacent to the 

Alpha Hardware Store on Board Street in Nevada City, 
California, reads: 

"The first hydraulic mining originated on American 
Hill near Nevada City, California, in 1853. This miners' 
giant, known as the monitor, washed hillsides away under 
high pressure, uncovering gold-bearing gravel beds. This 
mining technique flourished profitably until 1884, when 
the Sawyer Decision closed hydraulic mining. Rivers were 
being filled with mud and debris causing flooding of the 
rich farmlands below." 

"Placed November 11, 1965 by Hydraulic Parlor No. 
56, Native Sons of the Golden West." 

(NOTE: The inside diamet-erof the nozzle (discharge end) 
of this monitor or "pipe" is 10 inches, and the length of 
the pipe from its swivel base to the nozzle is about 16 feet. 
These dimensions, it is judged, make this monitor one of 
the largest ever used in hydraulic mining in California.) 

ANCIENT RIVER CHANNELS OF NORTHERN 

SIERRA COUNTY 


The following long quotation from the Geologic Atlas 
of the United States, Downieville Folio, California, 
Department of the Interior, United States Geological 
Survey, Charles D. Walcott, Director, Washington, D. C., 
1897, which is mainly devoted to a description of the 
geology of the region of Northern Sierra County, and the 
channel of the ancient rivers which coursed through that 
area, will be found of interest and value, particularly to 
those readers a principal interest of whom is mining: 

Occurrences of auriferous gravels. "The gravel 
deposits representing the Neocene rivers to the west of 
the Neocene divide will be first described. 

Indian Hill. "The white quartz gravel channel of 
Camptonville and Depot Hill, which is east of Oak Valley 
in the Smartsville quadrangle, appears first In the 
Downieville district at Indian Hill, where it was formerly 
extensively hydraulicked. It was there at one time covered 
with andesitic breccia, a remnant of which is still 
preserved on the summit of the hili." Scales. "The next 
trace of the channel is in the Bidwell Bar district at Grizzly 
Hill, Brandy City, and Council Hill, and it reappears in the 

Downieville quadrangle south of Scales." Mount Pleasant 
and Poverty HilI. "From there to Mount Pleasant and 
Poverty Hill the gravel beds may be followed con
tinuously. This channel and its two main branches are the 
only old river channels In the Downieville district that can 
be traced for any long distance. The channel appears to 
fork north of Scales, one fork extending to Poverty Hill 
and the other to Mount Pleasant and farther north under 
the lava. The Poverty Hilt branch appears on the north side 
of Slate Creek at Barnards diggings, and then suc
cessively at Secret diggings, La Porte Thistle shaft 
Gibsonville, Whiskey Diggings, and Hepsidam. ' 

La Porte .. "The white quartz gravel at La Porte may 
haye come In part from the quartz veins immediately 
adjacent, which may still be seen in the bed of the old 
river, now denuded of its former covering of gravel by 
hydraulic washing. The gravel of the La Porte area is said 
to have been cut of under Bald Mountain by a wall of gray 
lava (andesite). 

Poverty Hill fork. "The channel between La Porte and 
Gibsonville is covered with andesltlc breccia. There is no 
doubt, however, of the existence of the river deposit under 
this lava, as it has been penetrated at the Thistle shaft, 
about 4 miles northeast of La Porte, and the gravel is now 
being mined there. The Yankee Hill gravel near Slate 
Creek by road from La Porte to St. Louis is perhaps a part 
of the La Porte channel, but there is some doubt about it." 
Hepsidam. "From Gibsonville the gravel may be followed 
continuously through Whiskey Diggings to Hepsidam, 
where the channel disappears under the lava. From La 
Porte to Gibsonville the average present grade of the bed 
of the Neocene River is about 80 feet to the mile; from 
Gibsonville to Whiskey Diggings, about 250 feet to the 
mile; and from the latter place to Hepsldam, a distance of 
over a mile, about 400 feet to the mile. The 
measurements, while not accurate, have a comparative 
value, and as the character of the gravel and of the old 
channel does not appear to have changed in this 
distance, the rapid increase in grade is in all probability to 
be ascribed to a subsequent differential elevation toward 
the east. The Hepsidam channel has been followed by 
long tunnels under the lava-capped ridge that extends 
southeasterly from Pi lot Peak. 

"On the other (eastern) side of this ridge the bed-rock 
at the present time sinks rapidly toward the Feather River. 
The Bunker Hill tunnel, on the east side of the ridge, 
working westerly, is said to be on the same channel. From 
there east no other gravel deposits are known to exist that 
can with any certainty be ascribed to this channel." Blue 
Nose. "There are, however, two masses of white quartz 
gravel at the north and west base of Blue Nose, at the 
edge of the lava; about 500 feet below the Bunker Hill 
tunnel, which may be downthrown portions of the 
Hepsidam river deposit That extensive faulting has oc
cured there can be no doubt, and that the region about 
Blue Nose was formerly one of enormous volcanic ac
tivity, where the lavas issued, is also apparent. Much of 
the lava here is massive andesite, In part dikes, oc
cupying fissures in the bed-rock. A little over a mile 
northeast of Mount Fillmore Is some gravel under the 
andesite, and both are cut by basalt dikes. 

"The Blue Lead gravel mine Is on the ridge north of 
Poorman Creek, 2 Yz miles northest of Pilot Peak. Here 
there is white quartz gravel with a rubble of andesltlc 
bowlders on top, like the massive andesite of the area 
immediately west. 

Mount Pleasant fork. "The other fork of the Neocene 
river just described is well exposed about Mount 
Pleasant. There is also between this point and Poverty Hill 
a large amount of gravel made up chiefly of siliceous 
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pebbles of pre-Cretaceous rocks, forming little wooded 
ridges just south of the fragmental lava of the ridge to the 
north. At the Iowa shaft north of Mount Pleasant this old 
channel has been mined. The next appearance of the 
gravel is on the north side of the volcanic ridge about one
half-mile southwest of Port Wine. The claim is called the 
Bunker Hill, and should not be confused with other mines 
of the same name in the Downieville quadrangle. Here a 
tunnel is being run in under the lava. The Lucky HIli mine 
occupies some of the intermediate ground of the lava
capped ridge between the Iowa shaft and the Bunker Hill 
claim. This Lucky Hill property Is as yet only partially 
exploited, but such work as had been done Indicates that 
there is a channel under the andesltic breccia which 
connects with the Iowa HIli gravel. At Port Wine, where 
the deposit is next to be seen, there were very abundant 
dikes of basalt cutting the gravel, and some of these may 
still be seen just south of the village and east of the road. 
From Port Wine the channel has been almost con
tinuously mined through Queen City, Grass Flat, 
Gardeners Point, Cedar Grove Ravine, St. Louis, 2 miles 
northwest of Bald Mountain, is a considerable body of 
white quartz gravel, which has been much exploited by 
means of shallow shifts." Little Grass Valley. "From its 
peculiar position, lower than the South Fork of Feather 
River, it has not been practicable to mine it profitably on 
account of the excess of water. This channel may con
tinue under the Grass Valley Hill ridge and thence nor
theasterly under the lava to Richmond HIli and Sawpit, 
northwest of Onion Valley . The white quartz gravel un
derlying_Little Grass Valley is not all thoroughly rounded, 
and this is also true of the gravel at Richmond Hili and La 
Porte. 

Vicinity of Onion Valley. "At the Richmond HIli 
hydraulic mine there is no lava on the gravel, but the 
extension of the same area to the east is covered by 
andesitic breccia, and on the east side of the breccia the 
Union Hill gravel mine is on the same channel. The latter 
mine has also been worked by the hydraulic method. At 
Sawpit there is said to be white quartz gravel under the 
black basalt. If so the deposit is undoubtedly part of the 
Richmond Hill-Union Hill channel. 

"Two and a half miles northwest of Onion Valley, on 
the north edge of the andesitic breccia area, on the slope 
toward the Middle Fork of Feather River, Is an area of 
gravel on serpentine bed-rock. Immediately west is an 
area of the older basalt, which extends lower down on the 
slope than does the gravel. 

Wahoo district. "There are some gravel deposits that 
have been mined by tunnels on the east side of the high 
ridge of which Table Rock is a part, about east of Port 
Wine. This is called the Wahoo district. 

Morristown and Craigs Flat. "A considerable river 
deposit has been extensively mined on the ridge east of 
Canyon Creek. It is well exposed at Morristown and 
Craigs Flat. At the latter place the gravel shows evidence, 
by its very uneven upper surface, of having been eroded 
before being covered by the andesitic breccia." Eureka. 
"The very large gravel mass at Eureka, 1 Yz miles southeast 
of Craigs Flat, is undoubtedly a part of the same river 
deposit. It may thence be traced to the ridge east of 
Eureka Pine Grove, and Howland Flat. To the northwest of 
the latter place and to the west of the road there are some 
fine exposures of the gravel beds, showing, by their 
irregular upper surface, that they were considerably 
eroded before being covered by fragmental andesite. 

"The Howland Flat channel disappears under the lavas 
of the Mount Fillmore ridge at PotOSi, from which point it 
was followed through the ridge by means of tunnels, and 
reappears on the south slope at Cold Canyon. There is 

said to have been a rise in the channel up to the middle Of 
the ridge, then a fall, until at Cold Canyon the elevation is 
about that at Howland Flat. This rise and fall was not, 
however, gradual, but by steps, the channel being sud
denly cut off at several points by polished and striated 
walls, evidently fault surfaces. The source of the channel 
east of Cold Canyon is unknown. Much and perhaps all of 
the gravels representing it are now eroded . 

Studhorse Canyon. "At Studhorse Canyon, below 
Cold Canyon, is a mass of detached gravel, which is 
possibly a portion of the same deposit. The displaced 
character of the gravel is well seen at Bruckermann's 
tunnel, where the gravel stratum stands In a highly in
clined position. Between the gravel and the bed-rock is a 
dike of fine-grained proxene-andeslte. 

"On the south slope of the ridge to the southeast of 
the flat-topped hill known as Table Rock Is a gravel 
deposit called the California Diggings. This, at the 
present time, is said to be separated from the gravel at 
Howland Flat by a wall of lava, like that capping Table 
Rock, intruded after the gravel deposit had formed. This 
lava is an andesite of a type more recent than the an
desitic lavas which form the tuffs and breccias that cover 
the gravel beds. It is likely that at one time the California 
channel was connected with Howland Flat channel." 
Vicinity of Deadwood. "On the south side of Canyon 
Creek, opposite the California Diggings, Is another 
deposit of white quartz gravel, known as Deadwood 
Diggings. This has been followed under the lava In a 
southeasterly direction to a mine known as Bunker HIli. 

"Underlying the alluvium of Little Grass Valley, Creek, 
where it has also been mined, and perhaps thence across 
Goodyears Creek to the Monte Cristo and Excelsior 
mines. 

"This Neocene River may have flowed westerly to 
Craigs Flat and thence over to Scales, being possibly the 
south fork of the same great river that deposited the 
gravels at La Porte, Howland Flat, and other points in the 
present drainage of Slate Creek. 

Craycrofts Ridge. "On the summit of Craycrofts 
Ridge, east of Sailors Ravine, are three patches of gravel. 
Two of these, one 3Yzand the other 4 miles northwesterly 
from Downieville, are composed largely of well-washed 
quartz gravel and are not capped with volcanic material. 
The third occurrence is on the east edge of an arel1 of 
andesitic breccia 5 miles northeasterly from Downieville. 
In 1893 this deposit was being mined by the Wide Awake 
Drift Miniilg Company. 

"Nearly all of the river gravels that have thus far been 
described are composed very largely of white quartz and 
represent the earliest river system of which there are any 
traces in the district. 

Rattlesnake Creek. "Six and three-fourths miles north 
of Downieville, just north of Rattlesnake Creek, Is a small 
deposit of gravel known as Rattlesnake Diggings. The 
elevation of the locality is approximately 5500 feet. Un
derlying the gravel is a bed of rather fine-grained volcanic 
tuff containing many well-rounded particles. This forms 
part of the bed of Rattlesnake Creek for about one-half 
mile above the mouth of the run that joins Rattlesnake 
Creek just west of the diggings. To the west, south, and 
east the bed-rock (clay-slates, etc.) rise several hundred 
feet. To the north the volcanic material Is continued up to 
the large area forming the high Rattlesnake Peak ridge. 
The gravel is subangualr and evidently was formed in a 
small watercourse. Whether the present position of the 
gravel and tuff is due to displacement or other cause was 
not ascertained . The gravel was washed by the hydrauliC 
method. 

"Two and a half miles west of the Richm')nd Hill gravel 
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area, at the south edge of the andesltlc breccia and on the 
slope norht of Onion Valley Crrek, there Is some river 
gravel along a ditch. The pebbles are of pre-Cretaceous 
rocks and of Tertiary lavas. Granitoid pebbles of large size 
are abundant. These may, however, be of local origin, as 
there are granitoid dikes here In the serpentine. The 
occurrence would otherwise be very remarkable, as no 
granite areas are known anywhere In the neighborhood. 

Indian Valley. "On the ridge north of Indian Valley and 
east of Canyon Creek are a number of gravel deposits at 
the edge of the large andesltlc breccia area capping the 
ridge. These may be parts of a single subordinate 
channel. The most southern occurrence Is at the Rock 
Peak drift mine, about 2 miles north of Indian Valley; the 
next is on the west side of the volcanic cap at Bunker Hill; 
another area is at Sailor Boy Diggings, and the most 
northern is just west of McMahon's. The gravel at all these 
points is more or less similar, the pebbles being of dark 
quartzite, siliceous argillite, and Tertiary lavas. At 
McMahon's the lowest gravel is chiefly of white quartz, 
the pebbles of which are usually 3 inches or more In 
length, and there are in addition the same pebbles as 
noted above. The elevation at McMahon's Is less than 
5000 feet, and the other masses noted lie at successively 
lower levels going south, until at the Rocky Peak mine the 
elevation is only about 4000 feet. 

"The course of the channel was probably therefore 
southerly. There Is no likelihood of any connection .of the 
McMahon gravel with the large channel at Eureka, as 
higher bed-rock Intervenes, but it is not Impossible that 
the McMahon channel may have Joined that at Scales, 
although the character of the gravel indicates that It Is 
part of the Sailor Boy Channel. 

Downieville. "There are gravels under the fragmental 
andesite on the high ridge south of Downieville. They 
were mined by a shaft at the PI iocene Mine, and by a 
tunnel at the Ruby Mine, north of Tab~ Mountain, in a 
ravine drain ing into Rock Creek. Two distinct channels 
have been found . One, the older, extends towards the 

Bakl Mountain extension mine channel, but is not cer
tain Iy connected with It. The younger channel lies 116 feet 
lower and connects with the old Rock Creek diggings and 
with those at the City of Six. At the head of Slug Canyon 
is the City of Six gravel deposit. The material exposed is 
500 feet wide and one-third of a niile long. The pebbles are 
of quartz and of the older metamorphic and Igneous 
rocks. This channel was tunneled through to Rock Creek. 
The channel of the Bald Mountain extension mine has 
been extenSively worked from tunnels that start in on the 
south slope of the ridge. The Nebraska diggings are on 
the north slope, 2~ miles southeasterly from the 
Pliocene shaft, and in the drainage of Jim Crow Ravine. 
The gravel has been extensively mined. It extends under 
the andesite-breccia. 

Middle Fori< of Feather River. "On the north side of the 
Middle Fork of Feather River, about one-half mile west of 
Nelson POint, is a gravel deposit that was formerly mined 
by the hydraulic method. Andesitic breccia occurs on the 
slope to the north, and presumably at one time covered 
the deposit. The occurrence is remarkable as being only 
about 200 feet above the present Feather River. On the 
south slope of Clermont Hill, near the summit, at an 
elevation of about 6400 feet, an English company ex
ploited a gravel channel that is covered by andesitic 
breccia. The gravel seen by the writer at the mouth of the 
tunnel was chiefly of quartz and other siliceous rocks and 
was largely subangular in character, indicating a small 
watercourse. The gravel is said to have contained a good 
deal of gold in spots. 

On the·steep east slope of the ridge, 41J4miles nor
theast of Johnsville, is Miller's lower tunnel. The altitude 
is about 6500 feet. In 1890 this tunnel had penetrated a . 
gravel deposit under the ridge, capped with andesite
breccia. The material seen was subangular and contained 
small fragments of blackened wood. The bottom of the 
Miller gravel channel Is about 400 feet vertically under the 
top of the ridge. It evidently represents a deposit of gulch 
gravel. 

233 



17 


Particular Gold Items Relating to the Mines 

of Northern Sierra County 

Th is Chapter is composed of numerous short 
quotat ions which give information about gold mining of 
the northern region of Sierra County : 

M. E. July 24, 1852: " KANYON CREEK: We hear miners 
are making extra-ordinary wages in this district , but we 
will not vouch forthe truth of the report." 
S. C. April1, 1854 : "The Diggings are paying very well at 
Poker Flat. " 
S. C. March 4, 1854 : "BRANDY CITY: This place is the 
bus iness center of a mining d istrict of four miles in length 
by one mile in breadth,. In these dry diggings there are 
about 150 miners at "Vork . McDowell 's ditch , conducting 
the waters of Fiddle Creek to this mine, will furnish a 
large number of sluice heads. " 
S. C. April 15, 1854 : "About 500 men are at work in and 
about Eureka Flat. " 
S. C. April 29, 1854: "Everything is hustle and bustle at 
Craig 's Flat, Port Wine, Eureka, annd Monte Cristo." 
S. C. October 4, 1854 : "Carlisle and Company at Poker 
Flat took out from 5 to 10 pounds of gold a day during the 
past week, and Derray and Company 4 to 6 ounces to the 
hand per day. The O'Harron claims have paid from $500 to 
$600 every day this week ." 
S. D. October, 1858 : "The tunnels at Monte Cristo are 
taking out smaller pay than usual." 
S. D. February 1859 : "The Excelsior Company is taking 
out first-rate pay." 
S. D. June 17, 1859 : "A letter from a Mr. Fowler of Eureka 
Diggings, who was one of those who went to the Frazer 
River with news of the gold strike In that region, advises 
all to ' stay where you are'. " 
S. D. April 2,1859 : "At Port Wine about 15 tunnels are In 
gravel and they are prospecting well. The Erie Company 
has a pile of pay dirt ready for working which they 
estimate will yield $23,000." 
S. D. May 7, 1859: "Miners at Monte Cristo sluicing for 
gold coins lost in the recent land slide , found five $20 
pieces. '" . Diggings at Indian HIli are extensive and 
paying better than ever before . . .. . At Indian Valley 
several compan ies are taking out good pay. Some of the 
compan ies are: Brown and Company ,Emory andCompany 
and Broadstreet and Company. At the Excelsior Mine the 

workers have had water for about five weeks. 80 to 100 
ounces are being taken out each week." 
S. D. May, 1859 : "Work at Eureka will begin about a 
month latert-han usual because of the heavy snow ." 
S. D. February 1860 : "At Excelsior the Deadbroke 
Company took out 191 ounces of gold in a week." 
S. D. April, 1860: "At Eureka City 400 ounces were 
cleaned up in a week. " 
S. D. August 6, 1859: "The d iggings at Howland Flat are 
turn ing out better th is season than ever before." 
S. D. April 28, 1860: "At Howland Flat most of the 
companies are at work washing d irt ." 
S. D. May 5, 1860 : "There is not much doing at Monte 
Cristo. We have now two dally stage lines , one from 
Marysville, and the other from Nevada." 
S. D. June 9 , 1860 : "Howland Flat is prospering beyond 
all calculations. Eureka is the liveliest mining camp of 
all . " 
S. D. October 6, 1860 : "Empire City , formerly little 
Grizzly, situated between Monte Cristo and Poker Flat, 
promises to be one of the richest mining camps in the 
county. " 
S. D. May, 1860 : "A quartz boulder weighing 48 pounds , 
thickly interspersed with gold, was taken from the claims 
of Byington and McMann (or McMahon) from the ir claims 
at. Monte Cristo, a few days ago." 
S. D. July 1860 : "The Excelsior Mine took out 125 ounces 
in a week and the Eureka took out 265 ounces in two 
weeks. " 
S. D. August 1860: "Tunnel repa ir work is under way at 
the Excelsior Mine." 
S. D. September 1860: " The tunnels at the Excelsior are 
yielding good pay. " 
S. D. February 23, 1861 : "At Gibsonville the Penn Haven 
Company struck rich gravel in a new channel ." 
S. D. March 1861 : "The Dead Broke Company at Excelsior 
is averaging about 12~ ounces per week. " 
S.D. January 22 , 1862 : "The miners at Eureka are praying 
for snow." 
S. D. April 12, 1862 : "The French Claims under Cooper's 
Ranch are doing remarkably well. In 14 months, it is 
reported, they took out $14 ,000 for four men working ." 
working . " 
S. D. January 31 , 1863 : "Sol Wood's flume , on the top of 

234 



the hill near Excelsior, is lost. The storm is supposed to 
have carried it off. There is 12 feet of snow on Fir Cap ." 
S. D. April 25, 1863: "Diggings at Port Wine are said to be 
paying better than for two years past." 
S. D. July 11, 1863 : "At Fir Cap the Hibernia Company 
has taken out $32,000 the past three weeks." 
S. D. August 1,1863: "At Deadwood the Central Company 
has found very rich pay dirt. This Company has been 
engaged in prospecting the ground since 1855 and has run 
in a tunnel 1,400 feet with a shaft at its end 56 feet in 
depth ." ..... Times are dull at Howland Flat, Port Wine, 
and La Porte. The miners have had a short water season." 
S. D. April 27,1864 : "The Hawkeye Company at Howland 
Flat cleaned up 350 ounces last week, ten men working." 
M. M. June 21,1862 : "The Rough and Ready Company at 
Morristown obtained 25 ounces of gold from 200 ounces 
of amalgam." 
M. M. June 28, 1862: "At Monte Cristo the Empire 
Company is averaging from $6 to $7 per day to the hand . 

"Sol Wood's claims , working only three or four hands, 
are from all appearances, turning out a fortune ." 

"The Dead Broke Mine is working 14 hands and is 
producing 100 ounces a week ." 

"The Excelsior with 12 men averages about 80 ounces 
per week. " 
M. M . July 19, 1862 : "Gibsonville is still flourishing." 
M. M. July 22, 1862 : "At Mugginsville, Thomas Mullin has 
13 men at work. They are averaging $15 a day to the 
hand." 
M. M . August 9,1862 : " The Union Company at Howland 
Flat took out 180 pounds of gold. " 
M. M. September 16, 1862: "At Scales the Buckeye 
claims, after 12 days, cleaned up $8,500, the Utah 
Company, $6,300." 
M. M . September 16, 1862: "Howland Flat is 
unquestionably the richest and most prosperous mining 
town in the county. Five or six hundred people live in and 
near there ." 

"The Union Tunnel Company mine of Howland Flat 
consists of four claims each worth $30 ,000. About 70 men 
are employed. 
POTOSI: "The chief claims at Potosi are the Pittsburg and 
the Hawkeye. The former was commenced in 1856, the 
latter in 1858. Both are paying well. The mining cla ims at 
St. Louis are pay ing better than they did for several years 
since 1857. At Howland Flat the Red Star Company are 
taking out good pay." 
M. M . September 6, 1862 : "There are many Chinamen 
who have claims at Poker Flat on the creeks and in the 
ravines. Charley Scott and Company are getting con 

.., 	 siderable pay in the creek opposite town . .. .. 
.... "At Deadwood a number of new cabins have recently 
been put up." 
M .M . September 13, 1862 : "The hydraulic mines at 
Brandy City, Eureka and St. Louis, used pipe made by 
Everett and McLelland of Camptonville." 
M. M. November 1, 1862: "The population of Gibsonville 
remains stationary. We have longer and better paying 
tunnels than any other mining camp in the State." 
M. M. November, 1862: " At Sawpit Flat (about four miles 
northeast of Gibsonville) there are two companies now at 
work. Between 1852 and 1862 the Fowler Company drove 
two tunnels, both of them being too high. The Company 
then gave up." 
M. M. November 1, 1862 : "At Potosi the Hawkeye 
Company cleaned up 136 ounces one day last week. The 
claims have been paying $15 a day to the hand ." 
M. M. Nowember 22, 1862 : "The Dutch Company on 
Rabbit Creek (at La Porte took out $50,000 last season." 
M. M. December 20, 1862 : "A one-fourth interest in the 

Penn Haven Company's claims at Gibsonville a share in 
the Pittsburg claims sold for $8,000 , and a one-eighth 
interest in the Blue Tunnel sold for $5,000." 
M. .M. February 7, 1863: "A gold-bearing boulder con
taining $1,500 was found in the Gravel Hill Company 
claims at Gibsonville.. . .. In the Nevada Tunnel at Newark, 
very rich g ravel has been struck --- $12 to $15 to the car
load.... . . The Mt. Pleasant, Levi Day, Blue Tunnel, and 
Penn Haven are all taking out very rich dirt. ..... Mining at 
St. Louis is dull. Eight companies only are dirfting in the 
vicinity of the town . ..... Only a few companies at 
Howland Flat have sufficient water. The Union Company 
have run their tunnel 900 feet and have laid a double 
track ." 
M. M. June 1, 1863 : "Mining is being prosecuted 
vigorously at La Porte, and all the companies are meeting 
with gratifying success." .. .. . "At Brandy City parties have 
been prospecting the quartz ledges of the region ." 
M. M . June 13,1863: "Quartz is 'all the cry' at Potosi. 
Gravel claims are nowhere. Poker Flat appears to be just 
holding its own . Mining at Deadwood has been profitable 
this season. The Blue Tunnel is still paying handsomely ." 
M. M. January 9,1864: "There is not much doing at St. 
Louis owing to the scarcity of water." 
M. M . July 4, 1864: "118 ounces was taken out by the 
Hibernia Company at Fir Cap." 
M. M. June 20, .1863: "The Richardson Tunnel in Fir Cap 
mountain, above Monte Cristo, after eight years of labor, 
have struck the lead very rich." 
M. M . June 27, 1863: "Specimens of virgin cooper ore 
from Genesee Valley (in Plumas County) were exhibited in 
Gibsonville during the past week . The Blue Tunnel at 
Deadwood is as usual shelling out good wages, and 
regular at that." ..... "Fir Cap is getting to be the center of 
attraction. Today we were visited by a delegation of ladies 
from Excelsior Hill ." 
M. M. April 20, 1864: "Shipments of gold from the mines 
of the Howland Flat area amount to over $45,000 every 
steamer day." 
M. M . May 14, 1864: "At Deadwood the Central Claims 
have struck gravel after working three years. An average of 
an ounce per 12 or 14 car-loads is being obtained ." 
M .M. June 25,1864: "The mining companies at Howland 
Flat are all doing well." 
M. M. August 6, 1864 : "The long reach of gravel range 
between Eureka and Brandy City is being prospected and 
is believed to be rich in minera/." 
S. D. Decp-mber 24 , 1859: "The Chapparal Hill , took out 
107 ounces of gold last week ." 
S. D. April 7, 1860: ST. LOUIS --- THE SEARS RAVINE 
FLUME: "The Sears Ravine flume will commence 
operations next week. The flume is a new work recently 
completed, to take up tailing from sluices of the mining 
companies, and is expected to be a good speculation. 
About five or six companies will commence work next 
week, and soon eight or nine will be contributing to the 
flume. Chas. Hendel has been in this business in Sears 
Ravine for years, and has made a great deal of money of 
which he is well deserving ." 
M. M. August 6,1864 : "Brandy City is pretty well petered 
out in the diggings for this season and few miners have 
made anything. Cole and Stevl}ns may mentioned as an 
exception , having done remarkably well. Many men have 
left these diggings for other parts ." 
M . M . February 4, 1865 : "$30,000 in dust, consigned to 
Conly and Company , was received at La Porte from 
Howland Flat last Sunday." 
M. M. May 27, 1865: "The Pittsburg Company near 
Potosi, after a run of five weeks --- only about four weeks 
full time --- took out 620 ounces of dust, which, not
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w.it~standing a good deal of expense on repairs, paid a 
dividend forthe month of April of $1 ,288 to the share. Tflis 
Company are working about 40 men under the superin
tendency of W. W . Wallis." 
M. M. May 13, 1865 : "Twenty thousand dollars in gold 
was shipped from Howland Flat on Monday last." 
M. M. June 10,1865: "We learn that a company from 
Eureka are about to commence prospecting the old 
Craycroft diggings on the ridge between the North and 
Middle Forks of the Yuba." 
M . M. October 7, 1864: "Hawkeye Company at Howland 
Flat are now but 150 feet from connecting by tunnel with 
the Union, which will give them permanent drainage." 
M .M. February 3, 1866: "The Rising Sun Tunnel Com
pany at Rattlesnake has struck blue gravel that prospects 
finely ." 
M. M. April14, 1866 : "Some of the companies operating 
at Howland Flat are: Down East, Mountaineer, Lone Star, 
Sugar Loaf, st. Louis, Shirley, French, Hawkeye, Pitt 
sburg, Monumental, Empire, and the Virginia." 
M. M . November 10,1966: "Mining operations at Whisky 
Diggings are in first rate condition considering the 
season. The different companies are taking out more than 
the usual quantity of grave!." 
M . M. May 25, 1867 : "BRANDY CITY: Everyone is piping 
away in a lively manner, making the best use of the water 
while it lasts. Van Rensalair and Company, Morgan, and 
Arnott and Company are all piping away in a lively manner 
and the prospects are flattering for good returns." 
M. M . July 13, 1867: "A piece of lava containing about 
$6.50 in gold was found in the sluice boxes on the claims 
of Sol Wood's (at Excelsior)." 
M. M . September 8,1867: "The Fir Cap mining company 
of the Fir Cap District near this place (Downieville) took 
from their claim during the past week 400 ounces of gold 
dust, nearly $7,000 in hard cash ." 
M. M . September 14,1867: "The Fir Cap mine is paying 
enormously, about $4,000 a week." 

"Smith and Gray of Gold Valley have at last succeeded 
in reducing the heavily sulphureted ores of their ledge." 
M. M . February 19, 1870: "The American Company at 
Morristown is working 20 men, but water is scarce." 
M. M. March 26, 1870: "We understand that the claims 
about Howland Flat are generally getting into good paying 
ground." 
M. M. Ju~e 4, ~ 870: "Westall and Company of Poverty Hill 
are working night and day at their tunnel, but will not 
furnish it until next Fall." 
M. M . September 24,1870 : "The Monte Cristo Company 
at Queen City recently struck through into pay gravel." 
M. M. January 14,1870: "Times are dull at Howland Flat 
owing to a scarcity of water. 
M. M. September 2, 1871: "The Shamrock Gold Mining 
Company at Fir Cap has declared a dividend of $7 per 
share ." 
M . M . January 20,1872: "Westall, Hughes, and Company 
have been to a great expense during the past summer 
repairing ditches, and constructing new flumes at Poverty 
Hill." 
M. M. May 18,1872: "The ownt:"s of the Telegraph Ledge 
have come up for the purpose of going to work to develop 
their purchase." 
M. M. June 22,1872: Some of the mines operating in the 
Howland Flat area at this time were: Sear's Union Water 
Company's hydraulic claim at Chandlerville; the North 
American Mine at Hepsidam; The Nevada Company just 
below Newark; the Chalcedony claims; Mt. Pleasant 
claims; the Pilot Company's claims next to those of the 
Pilot Company. 
M. M. September 7,1872: Dr. J. M. Biber at this time was 

operating a quartz mine on St. Charles Hill. 
M. M. September14, 1872: BRANDY CITY: "Mining news 
is somewhat stale here at present, there being but one 
claim of importance being worked now for want of water-_ 
- that of Mack and Company." 
M. M . October 26, 1872: "Reports from the Bootjack and 
Chalcedony claims near Gibsonville are encouraging." 
M. M. January 4,1873: "The mining companies at Eureka 
have been busy piping forthe past ten days." 
M. M. January 4, 1873: "Messrs. Morgan and Company 
Emory and Company, S. McCrary, of St. Louis, and all th~ 
sluicing interests, are in full blast. 

"Pay at the Monumental Company is uniform and the 
mine lasting." 
M. M. February 1,1873: "The Rip Van Winkle Hydraulic 
Company at Gibsonville is in full operation." 
M. M. February 22, 1873: "The Sierra Buttes Quartz Mine 
at Sierra city was assessed at $400,000. The Eureka 
Quartz Mine at Johnsville in Plumas Conty was assessed 
at $1,000,000." 
M. M. April 26, 1873: The Editor of the Mountain 
Messenger visited the Deadbroke mine at Excelsior and 
"found it in excellent working order, paying $2 .00 to the 
car-load . Four ,men are employed ." 
M. M . April 18, 1873 : "Work at the Oak Ranch Company 
are sinking a shaft through blue gravel but have not yet 
reached bed-rock." 
M. M. March 28, 1874: Two new mining companies of the 
"Over North" area at this time were: The Go-Ahead 
situated between Gibsonville and La Porte and th~ 
Michigan -Company, situated between Gibs~nville and 
Newark. 

Some of the mines of Northern Sierra County 
operating at this time were: Comet Company; Pioneer 
Gold Mining Company; Monte Cristo Company ---- (These 
last two companies have realized nearly a million and a 
half from their workings) --- the Union Company; the 
Pacific Company; the Erie Company; -- (The Monte 
Cristo Company is the only company which has driven 
their underground works through the summit of the 
dividing ridge of Slate and Canyon creeks) --- Highland 
Mary Mining Company; the West POint; Wahoo; Ohio; 
Pennsylvania; Table Rock Company; California Company 
(situated east of Howland Flat), and the Bunker HIli Mine. 
M. M . April 25, 1874 : MORE MINES OF NORTHERN 

SIERRA COUNTY WORKING IN 1874: 

At Pine Grove: (A mining community located between St. 

Louis and Howland Flat.) The Comet Company, which 

rented water from the Union Company of Howland Flat . 

At Potosi: "The Hawkeye, Pittsburg, and Monumental 

companies. 


"About one and one-fourth miles further up Slate 
Creek from Whisky Diggings is still another small towr 
called Hepsidam, where we find the North America, Pilo' 
Peak No's 1 and 2, all three of which are tunnel claims 
From Pilot Peak No.2 westward,lies Newark and there i~ 
the old Sierra Nevada tunnel mine to the left of thE 
Gibsonville road, situated on one of the tributaries 0 
Slate Creek. At present, though it has yielded thousand1 
of dollars of gold, it is nearly worked out. 
"At Gibsonville: Messrs. Lang and Bradenburg; Jllson 
Gould and Company; the Union and Michigan com 
panies. 
"At Gibson Creek: The Chalcedony; Boot Jack; Fabe 
Mining Company; the Last Chance; and the Go-Aheal 
Company --- the latter two mines being owned mainly b' 
the owners of the Bald Mountain Mine in Forest City. 

"The Mount Pleasant Mine, which is located betweel 

Newark and Gibsonville. 
"At Sawpit Flat: The Buckeye and Monitor claims, whic 
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in Sawmill Ravine. Folsom and Mulholland have done well 
"Below Hardscrabble: In going south, we have the Iowa in their diggins. G. Meredith is now running his upper 
Mine. Adjoining the Iowa is the Washington Company's sawmill. Jim Murrow of Downieville drives the bulls 
mine. Between Big and Little Canyon creeks are the mines (oxen)." 
of the Deadwood and American companies, the latter at M. M. October16, 1875: "At La Porte only two companies 
Morristown. 

were consolidated. 

are working --- Conley and Gowell with 35 men, and Goard 
(NOTE: The small mining settlement of Hardscrabble and Orr with 31 men." 

was located about two miles northeast of Scales on lower M. M. November 25, 1876: "All seven cla ims at Monte 
Port Wine Ridge.) 
M. M. April 25 , 1874 : "The present outlook of miningat 
BrandyCity is unusually flattering. At Mark's and Com
pany's claims a blast containing 450 kegs of powder was 
set off. It was the biggest blast by 50 kegs that was ever 
exploded in Brandy City. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the 
banks opposite the mine were lined with women and 
children to witness the scene." 
M. M. June 13,1874: "Thatcher and Company of Monte 
Cristo have struck a fine channel in their diggings." 
M. M. July 18,1874: "The sluices of the Empire Mining 
Company at Howland Flat were robbed last week of 25 
ounces of gold." 
M. M. July 25, 1874: "The Fair Play Diggings at Scales 
paid $6,000 per month this season, working two little 
Giants. The bank is 200 feet high and blasting is 
necessary . The run was about 5 months this year. The 
gravel at Port Wine averages $2 per car-load ." 
M. M. August 8, 1874: "The channel has been tapped by 
the tunnel run in the claim of Gurzberger and Company at 
St. Charles Hill." 
M. M. December 5,1874: "A blast of 200 kegs of powder 
was set off in a 200-foot bank at the Scales Diggings." 
M. M. Janary 9, 1874: "J . R. Alexander of Deadwood 
reported everything prospering over his way." 
M. M. December 16, 1874: "The boys at Fir Cap are now 
taking out good pay. The Empire Mine at at Howland Flat 
is steadily turning out large amounts of gold ." 
M. M. December 23, 1874 : "Owners of the Iowa gravel 
claim, located near Mt. Pleasant Ranch on the road from 
Port Wine to Scales Diggings, have struck a fine bed of 
blue gravel." 
M. M. February 20, 1875: "Westall and Company of 
Poverty Hill have enough water to pipe about 8 hours 
every other day." 
M. M. April 17, 1875: " Probably there is no undeveloped 
blue gravel in the State that enjoys a higher reputation 
than here at Sf. Louis ." 
M. M. April 24, 1875: "We understand that the Bunker Hill 
Mining Company near Little Grizzly have found ex.
ceedingly good pay in their diggings." 
M. M. June 15, 1875 : "C. R. Scott, et aI., have located a 
gravel mining claim in the Gibraltar District to be called 
the North Bald Mountain Co. Morgan and Donahue are 
now employing between 50 and 60 men. They have 
finished piping the top and commenced on the bottom. 
... . Dan Conlan of St. Louis is doing asmashing business 
and looks gOOd-natured over it." 
M. M. May 22,1875: "The mines at Bunker Hill continue 
as rich as when first struck. The Empire Mine at Howland 
Flat continues as rich as ever. The rich strike in the Union 
Mine at Gibsonville is a big thing." 
M. M. June 26, 1875: "The American Company of 
Morristown are nGW getting ready to enlarge their ditch. 
The mine has paid handsome dividends this year." 
M. M. Aug ust 21, 1875: "Claims at Eureka: Henry Barker 
has been taking out rich pay gravel all summer. Jack 
Hardy is dOing well in the old Blue Gravel ground . E. M. 
Parks has qood returns from his diggings. J.T . Boil of 
Chapparal Hill is preparing the ground for next season 's 
work. Henry Kimball is running a hard-rock tunnel, as is 
Tom Bear. D. Richardsisstlllwc·,-king in his tailing flumes 

Cristo are being worked. The claims are : Empire, 
Swallow, Poodle, Exchange, Cold Springs, Scotch and 
Blue Jay." . 
M .M . November25, 1ft76: "The Monte Cristo Mine at Port 
Wine is paying well ...... The McMahon Ranch, between 
Eureka and Scales, is flourishing more than ever this year. 
. .... Scales Diggings is flourishing . Poverty Hi ll claims 
are ready to be worked this Winter. C. Ermatinger of Mt. 
Pleasant Ranch has grown a large crop of potatoes. The 
Iowa Company, just above Mt. Pleasant, are now down 
their incline 436 feet. William McDol,l.gall of Howland Flat 
is foreman . ..... . The Pioneer Company of Grass Flat 
are stili at work on their ditch In the vicinity of Poker Flat. 
.. .. . . On Sunday, December 17, the works of the North 
American Min ing Company at Hepsldam were destroyed 
by fire. " . 

Catholic Church of Challenge - Photo 1976 

M. M. February 26 , 1876: "The Swallow Mining Company 
of Monte Cristo have opened a large amount of solid 
ground which prospects finely." 
M. M. March 3, 1877: "Everybody Is work ing at the Scales 
Diggings. The Morristown Company also has water." 
(NOTE : An article in this issue of the M. M. describes the 
Empire Gold Mining Company at Howland Flat as: "One 
of the most valuable and best developed properties in the 
State . It was incorporated four years ago. The pay streak 
is 3 to 6 feet th ick and from 600 to 800 feet wide." 
M. M. March 24, 1877: "The Empire Company of Howland 
Flat declared a dividend of $20,000 for January and 
$10,000 for Feburary . There are only eight shareholders. 
75 men are working in the mine. 

"The Iowa Company at Mt. Pleasant have struck the 
richest kind of gravel." 
M. M. July 8, 1876 : "The mining claim of Jas. Alexander 
near Deadwood was robbed a few days since of nearly all 
the gold washed out this season." 
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M. M. July 22, 1876: "The claims at Monte Cristo are 
dOing well. Jack Wolf is in the cordwood business and is 
gC\thering balsam to make snowshoe dope." 
MJ M. August 5,1876: "Poker Flat has only been partially 
rebuilt since the recent disastrous fire, but new houses 
are in course of erection . The North American claim at 
Hepsidam, under the able superintendency · of Mr. 
Schofield, is doing well this season." 
M. M. August 26,1876 : "The Swallow Company at Monte 
Cristo made nine dollars a day to the pick last week . .... . 
The Cold Springs Company have completed their shaf!." 
M. M. August 26, 1876: NOTES ABOUT SOME OF THE 
MINES OF NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY: 

Work at the North America Mine at Hepsidam began in 
1857-58. The mine was sold to an English company in 
1871 for $400,000. In June of 1876 it was leased by 
Thomas Wheeler of La Porte. In 1876 the tunnel was in 
4,000 feet and there were 80 men working receiving a wage 
of $3.50 . 

"The Swiftsure Mine at Newark has Its tunnel In 1,000 
feet. ..... . * The Ne Plus Ultra at Newark have been 
running tunnel for the past twelve years. The tunnel Is in 
2,250 feet. * The Michigan Company at Gibsonville have 
their tunnel in 2,148 feet. * The UNION Company's 
ground was first opened in 1867. Its tunnel is in 3,300 
feet. Thirteen men are working. * !The Gravel Hill 
Company commenced piping in 1874 and built a 1,000
foot flume. * E. Squire is running a tunnel in Second 
Saving. * The Bootjack Company in Gibson Ravine 
commenced work in 1857. The Tunnel is in 1,970 feet. 
~ The Go-Ahead Company, one mile below Gibsonville, 

sank "ci shaft 351 feet deep in 1867. * The Juanita 
Company's ground is situated two and one-half miles 
below Gibsonville. The tunnel is in 500 feet. 

M. M. May 26, 1877: The Ed itor of the Mountain 
Messenger paid a visit to Gibsonville, and "found it 
looking lively, its glory apparently having returned in full 
measure." 
M. M. June 16, 1877: "The Monte Cristo Quartz Mining 
Company are pushing forward their bedrock tunnel at 
Monte Cristo. They are in 220 feet and have about 70 feet 
more to run before tapping the ledge." 
M. M. July 21,1877: "The hydraulic mines at Morristown 
have given tneir usual yield !his seaon." 
M.M.June30,1877: "The North America at Newark is 
working a large force. "At Whisky Diggings, a mile below 
Newark, the Schofield Bros. have recently struck good 
pay gravel. 

"At Gibsonville the Union Company is working 40 men 
and are having satisfactory clean-ups. The Iowa Com
pany, near Mt. Pleasant Ranch, have reached good pay 
gravel. 

"At Scales Diggings the Cleveland Company now 
proposes to introduce the Burleigh Drill in the running ot 
their tunnel. The Fairplay Company, a mile below thE; 
Scales Diggings, are working a bank 200 feet high. They 
have a flume 1,800 feet in length. Last year their 
production was $32,000.. ... . The Empire Company at 
Howland Flat is employing 100 men and is paying as 
usual." 
M. M. July 21,1877: "The Sears Union Water Company 
had a satisfactory clean-up ...... Poker Flat has lost most 
of its ancient prosperity, but Bettinger has built another 
hotel. .... . C. R. Scott's claim yielded very well for the 
short water season." 
M. M. November 1877 : "The Monte Cristo Quartz Mining 
Company is driving its tunnel and getting ready for a new 
mill by Spring." 
M. M. November24, 1877: "The Empire Mine at the south 
end of Monte Cristo is not paying at present. The Swallow 

Company is paying its usual good dividend." 
M. M. December 22, 1877: "Morristown seems no' 
(Winter) to be almost forgotten by the outside world. Th 
mine of the American Company there, first discovered i 
1852, is fitted up to go to work next Spring. There are 2 
miles of ditches to furnish water." 
M. M. December 29, 1877: "Everybody at Eureka 
prepared for work when water comes." 
M. M. January 26, 1878: "The American Company; 
Morristown, owned by N. H. Thomas of La Porte, he 
been running four monitors." 
M. M. February 1878: "No water at Eureka. No work' 
being done except keeping the ditches open." 
M. M. March 16, 1878 : "There are no idle men at Brano 
City or Indian Hill. There is plenty of water at both place! 
Lots of water is available for piping at Eureka an 
Morristown. " 
M. M. July 13, 1878: "The Empire Mine at Howland Flat 
about worked out." 
M. M. April 12, 1879: "The Pilot Peak Mining Compan 
filed articles of incorporation with the Secretary of State 
- capital, $204,000." 
(NOTE: Pilot Peak is about four miles, airline distanCE 
northeast of Gibsonville .) 
Some Northern Mines: "Bunker Hill Mine (the pay gravi 
continues); Cold Canyon Mine (is paying); ,Bonanz 
Company (is over the ridge from the Cold Canyon Mine i 
Potosi); Virgina Company (is to the left and N. E. of th 
Bonanza); Hunter's Mining Company (lies beneath tt: 
ridge of Mt. Filmore.) 
M. M_ May 3, 1879 : "A rich deposit of gravel W6 

discovered in the locality of Bull's Run at Howland Flat. 
M. M. 0 cotber18, 1879: "The Union Mine at Gibsonvill 
has recently found richer ground than it ever had before 
M. M. December 27, 1879: "The gold yield at Scale 
Diggings this "year has been unusually large." 
M. M. January 10, 1880: "The tunnel at Morse's (Eureki 
Mugginsville) for years known as Kimball's Diggings, 
now in 500 fee!." 
M. M. February 21, 1880: "The American Company c 
Morristown has four monitors faCing their banks, all read 
for operations when water starts. The Galena Compan 
have preparations completed also . 
M. M. March 2, 1880 : "The Bunker Hill claims at Litll 
Grizzly are paying well." 
M. M. April 10, 1880: "Mining has been commenced i 

Eureka. There is enough water to begin piping." 
M. M. May 22,1880: "There is 11 feet of snow at Scale: 
The Cleveland Company at Scales are employing 20 mer 
Union Hill, 18." 
M. M. July 31,1880: "The Brandy City Mining Company 
making preparations to rebuild their long flume whic 
takes water from Big Canyon Creek and which was muc 
injured by slides last winter." 
M. M. September 18,1880: "Arrangements are under Wi 
to sell the American Hydraulic Company's diggings 
Morristown to New York capitalists. $165,000 was takE 
out of this claim in one year. The gross yield for the pa 
28 years since 1852 has been over $7,000,000." 
M. M. September25, 1880: "W. A. Morse is at work on h 
new ditch at Eureka, and will have nine miles of it in gO! 
order next water season. '.' 
M. M. September 25, 1880 : "Chinamen took the contra 
to finish the ditch from SI. Louis to Grass Flat 
December." 
M. M. November 27, 1880: A tunnel was run on the She 
fly Claim, which was located between Hepsidam a 
Newark, as early as 1850. 
M. M. January 8 , 1881 : "It is expected that water to sor 
of the diggins at Howland Flat will be brought throught 
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new ditch and piped down the St. Louis and up the 
Greenwood ridge within a few days." 
·M. M. January 22, 1881: "Some work is being done at 
Morristown, but the frozen water seriously deters 
operations. 

"A full head, suffient for two monitors, is running at 
Eueka." 
M. M. February 12, 1881: "Union Hill Company, under 
Supt. Alfred Westall are now working the gravel banks, 
blasted down last Fall . . .....The Poverty Hill Diggings are 
being worked under the management of S. Kingdon ." 
M. M. February 19, 1881 : "Some San Francisco men have 
purchased the Four Hills Mine, lately owned by Spencer, 
Gary, and Sol Wood. As soon as the snow will permit, 
they will erect a saw-mill, to be followed, as soon as 
practicable, by a 30-stamp steam-power q~artz mill. The 
saw-mill will have to be somewhere on Jamison, because 
the timber around the mine is not suitable for sawing into 
lumber." 
M. M. March 5, 1881: "At Brandy City things are 
flourishing as usual. The Arnott claim is working a large 
force of men. The Brandy City claims, of which H. A. 
Lawrence is Supt., are working a full crew. 

"0. B. Andrews at Brandy City continues to run one of 
the best hotels in the mountains." 
M. M. April 2, 1881 : "All the pipes at Morristown and 
Eureka are running." 
M. M. May 14, 1881: "Over $3,000 was cleaned up at 
Craig's Flat a few days ago ...... Times are lively at Brandy 
City .. ... . Everybody is at work in the rich gravel region at 
Eureka. W. A . Morse is employing his usual crew." 
M. M. June 18,1881: "The American Mining Company at 
Morristwon and Craig's Flat will finish working about the 
first of July. The season has been a good one for them. 
M. M. July 16,1881: "Eight men are now at work at the 
Four Hills Mine. Geo. Reynolds is Supt. This claim is the 
largest outcrop of quartz of any ever discovered in this 
section. 

"Sol Wood, who has a claim in the Excelsior area, has 
a large home for sale on Jersey Flat (Downieville). The 
home has an orchard ana a garden." 
M. M. October 1,1881: "Libertie and Company at Port 
Wine are busily engaged in repairing their ditches and 
reservioir for the coming season...... The Queen and 
Union are not doing much at present. ..... "The Ohio at 
Wahoo is paying very rich. Last week $1,200 was taken 
out. 20 men are working at this claim." 
M. M. October 15, 1881: "The Gibraltar Consolidated 
Mining Company of California filed papers of in
corporation. Capital Stock $26,000, divided into .2,600 
shares." 
M. M. January 14,1882: DEBRIS DAMS: "United States 
Engineeers have been making surveys of the Yuba, 
American, Feather, Calaveras, Mokelumne and Con
sumnes rivers, seeking for the best localities where dams 
may be constructed and reservoirs for mud, wherein 
slickens may be retained." 
M. M. March 11,1881: "The Suffolk Mine at Wahoo, Isaac 
Copeland, Supt., is working 35 men. The Company will 
commence putting gravel in the dump at an early day." 
M. M. April 29, 1882: CHINESE Bill: "Bill probibiting the 
immigration of Chinese to this country for 20 years 
passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 201 to 
37. The bill now goes to the Senate where it is thought that 
the bill may be amended to read 10 years. Both Democrats 
and Republicans are in favor of restrictive measures being 
taken!" 
M. M. May 6,1882: The Chinese Bill passed the Senate on 
April 28th by a vote of 32 to 15. The bill was passed 
substantially as it came from the House." 

M. M. May 13,1882: "The President signed the Chinese 
bill. The VIRGINIA Company are working 60 white men --
ali the Cefesiials having been discharged. .. ... The 
Bonanza Company are running their main tunnel in soft 
bed-rock. The F:lOenix diggings at Poker Flat are in 2,000 
feet in their main tunnel. 

James Alexander has claims at Reese Ravine. All the 
mines at Gibsonville are being worked with large crews . 
Donahue and Morgan at St. Louis have a good force busy 
in their hydraulic diggings ..... The North America 

.Company, with Miles Schofield as Supt., has the usual 
number of men at work and is dOing well ...... Work is in 
full blast at Morristown and Craig's Flat. About 50 men 

are being worked." 

THE FOllOWING ITEMS TO THE ENTRY OF OCTOBER 
10th of 1886 ARE FROM ISSUES OF THE SIERRA 
COUNTY TRIBUNE: 
S.C.Tr.:August 17,1882: DEBRIS PROBLEM: "The 
Democratic County Convention met at the Court House, 
Downieville, on August 10. One of the Resolution passed 
was: Resolved: 'That the propOSition made by the miners 
to build dams which will fully protect the valley, ought to 
be acceptable as a settlement of the differences between 
the miner and the granges." 
S.C.Tr.:August 17,1862: "The Union Company at Scales 
are building a new reservoir in the ravine east of the 
sawmill . .. Chinamen have taken the contract for cleaning 
the bedrock this summer. The Poverty Hill Company are 
putting a new flue in the tunnel." 
S. C. Tr. August 24, 1882: "The Four Hills Quartz Mine is, 
from all accounts, destined to become one of the big 
mines of the county." 
S. C. Tr. October 26,1882: "Dryden Alexander, who was 
in town (Downieville) this week, says that the Bunker Hill 
drift claim is looking very encouraging." 
S. C. Tr. November 9, 1882 : CHANNELS OF ANCIENT 
RIVERS 

"The extensive gravels which miners found here (in 
Sierra County) have been worked since the discovery of 
gold in California. Crossing Sierra County in a northerly 
direction is a continuation of the rich, ancient river 
channels that pass through Nevada County . At first the 
beds and shores of the Yuba and other streams were so 
rich that fortunes were made easily with the pan and 
rocker. But as these were soon exhausted more costly 
modes of working had to be adopted to find the secreted 
treasure. 

"It was discovered that under the mountains of 
volcanic lava existed channels of ancient rivers, in many 
cases richer than those that had been washed. In south 
Sierra County there are the North Fork, the Bald Moun
tain, the the Bald Mountain ExtenSion, the Ruby, to name 
a few. In the northern part of the county, commencing at 
the lower end of the gravel range and going northward up 
the stream, we come to the Fair Play and the Union Hill. 
Adjoining these are the Cleveland and Sierra, and further 
up is Port Wine, also a very rich place, where hundreds of 
thousands of dollars have been taken out. Then follows 
Cedar Grove, Greenwood, and St. Louis or Sears dry 
diggings. 

"Still further up the channel, so deeply covered with 
lava as to render hydraulicking impossible, we find drift 
mining has been resorted to at Uniol1 Hawkeye, Pittsburg, 
Monumental, and Empire, all rich drift mines. In the 
vicinity of the old town of Poker Flat, Morristown and 
Eureka are located some of the richest hydrauliC and drift 
mines in the State." 
S. C. Tr. January 10, 1883: DEBRIS CASE: "Judge 
Sawyer of the U. S . Circuit Court rendered his decision in 
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the case of Woodruff vs. The North Bloomfield Mining 
Company. According to the reports received here 
(Downieville) he enjoins the miners perpetually and un
conditionally. The Nevada City Transcript says: 'All this 
only means another round of litigation, as the miners 
know they have the right on their side and will not quit 
fighting till the highest court in the land has had its 
guess." 
S. C. Tr. February 8, 1883: "The Little Grizzly drift mine 
has been bonded to Boston parties for $50,000." In 1869 a 
nugget worth $2,000 was found in this mine. 
S. C. Tr. April 12, 1883: "The Brandy City Company has 
sufficient water for all purposes at present, although the 
ground is not of the richest kind. The Arnott Mine is 
likewise being worked this season, though the company 
is under the necessity of purchasing water. The Grizzly 
Hill Mine, owned by the Sharpe Bros . , is now in a 
favorable condition for working, although water is scarce 
with them this year." 
S. C. Tr. April 26, 1883: "At Scales, the Cleveland , 
Fairplay, and Union Hill companies are working night and 
day with good heads of water." 
S. C. Tr. April 26, 1883 : DEBRIS DAMS: "For the past 
yearthe miners have been thinking seriously of building a 
dam somewhere on the Yuba River. The site will be at the 
narrows in the river near the mouth of Deer Creek. The 
expense will be borne jointly by the numerous hydraulic 
companies who use that river for a dumping place. It is 
said that $100,000 will be expended on the work if 
necessary." 
S. C. H ,· May 3,1883': "Gibsonville is the liveliest mining 
camp in northeastern Sierra. A tunnel is being run into 
the ridge between Poker Flat and Howland Flat for the 
purpose of prospecting the Ballaret Gravel Mining 
Company's ground . It is expected that the channel will be 
tapped in 300 feet." 
S. C. Tr. May 17,1883: "Jack Wolfe informed the Editor 
(of the Sierra County Tribune) that the mines around 
Eureka are all running with a full head of water." 
S. C . Tr. July 19, 1883: "The Brandy City Mining Company 
have got fairly started in the work of running ahead the 
new sluice tunnel. The tunnel is to be 3,400 feet in length . 
It will require two years to finish the work. The new tunnel 
will permit the yield of the mine to be largely increased." 
S. C. Tr. July 26, 1883 : "W. A . Skidmore was in town 
(Downieville) last week and reported to us the finding of a 
remarkably rich quartz boulder weighing 160 Ibs in the 
Nevada Hydraulic Mine at Gibsonville. It value is about 
$2,500." (NOTE: Also see the entry of September 6,1883 .) 
S. C. Tr. August 17,1883: DEBRIS LAW: W. A . Skidmore, 
Secretary of the Miners' Association, made a trip through 
the principal mining counties of the State and reported 
that : "There are signs of decadence on every hand as the 
effect of the debris injunctions. But for such, the 
hydraulic companies would be running bedrock tunnels 
and pushing many fresh enterprises. But outside of 
hydraulics the mining interest throughout the region is an 
enormous one and prosperity is everywhere apparent. 
However, at Brandy City there is an unprecedented yield 
because the injunction suits have given out for this side of 
that point. 
S. C. Tr. August 30, 1883: DEBRIS DAM: "Colonel 
Wilson, an officer of the Engineer Corps, was sent to 
California by the Secretary of War to sound out public 
feeling in California in regard to the erection of a dam on 
the Yuba River that would serve the double purpose of 
holding back the debris now in the stream and retain the 
debris which may come in the future from mines above 
the proposed dam. The miners have offered to contribute 
$125,000 for the cost of construction of such a dam . 

Possible sites for such a dam were not indicated in th 
account." 
S. C. Tr. August 9,1883: Scales Diggings: "The oulloo 
for white men to exist in these parts is getting very slim 
Chinese labor is becoming more popular every day amon~ 
mine owners." 
S. C. Tr. September 6,1883: "A portion of the machiner 
to be used in running the tunnel at the Brandy City Min 
arrived at that place last Thursday. It was taken in 01 

wagons by way of Morristown, Eureka, and so on dowl 
the ridge to Brandy City. These were the first teams tha 
were ever driven into that town from the outside world 
The centre of this town (Howland Flat) occupied b~ 
Chinese, presents a lively and business-like appearance 
That part of town occupied by the white population i: 
extremely dull. The credit for the rich quart; 
boulder which yielded $2,306, repoded as being recentl\ 
found at Gibsonville, belongs to Whisky Diggings, in· 
stead of Gibsonville. .. .. . Gordinier and Company a' 
Poker Flat are building a new reservoir. The old one wa~ 
too low to successfully work their mine." 
S. C. Tr. November1,1883: DEBRIS: "The Superior Courl 
of Sutter County issued an injunction restraining the 
Spring Valley Hydraulic Gold Mining Company from 
continuing to discharge water and sediment into Sawmil 
Ravine and then into Dry Creek." 
S. C. Tr. January 2, 1884: (Entered in the Sierra Count~ 
Tr:bune from the Greenville Bulletin) "Canyon Creek, anc 
the other creeks which empty into it not far above Poke 
Flat, have been exceedingly rich, and some of the pOintl: 
that have-neen hydraulicked off have been very rich in 
quartz gold." 
S. C. Tr. January 21,1884: "A specimen of quartz gold ore 
was found in 'the Orleans gravel claim near Poker Flat thai 
weighed 104 ounces." 
S. C. Tr. February 24, 1884: "The future promises ex
ceedingly well forthe Poker Flat district, and according to 
all accounts that old historical mining camp is on the eve 
of a new and prosperous era. Quartz interests are at
tracting considerable attention of late in this locality." 
S. C. Tr. February 24, 1884: "The Brandy City Mining 
Company have made a short run, but owing to the scarcity 
of water, had to suspend operations. The machinery for 
running the drain tunnel, which was hauled in over the 
rough roads by way of Grass Valley and Eureka, is in 
splendid order, running by water power and doing good 
work." 
S. C. Tr. March 27,1884: "The Virginia Mining Company 
have disposed of theirtimbers, tools, house and sheds for 
$1,260. This sale was made in order to payoff the 
Company's indebtedness. 

"Times around Gibsonville are rather quiet at present." 
S. C. Tr. April 17, 1884: "The Chinese employed in the 
mines at Howland Flat, St. Louis and Hepsidam, struck 
for higher wages recently. They demanded $2 per day, 
which we understand has been granted them, and the~ 
have gone back to work . 'Chinese preferred' Is the motte 
those fellows operate their diggings under." 
S. C. Tr . April 17, 1884: "President Sexey, of the Anti· 
Debris Association, has received a communication fronr 
Supt. Lawrence of the Brandy City Hydraulic Minin~ 
Company in which he states that the Company has closec 
operations and is disposed to be law abiding . Supt. 
Lawrence says that .all alluvial solid of the claims hac 
been worked off, and nothing remains but the heav~ 
material. The mine is represented as being too shallow te 
drift, and it is supposed that as it cannot be worked undel 
the hydraulic process it must be abandoned." Quotee 
from the Marysville Appeal) 
S. C. Tr. May 29, 1884: "We are'informed that business i~ 
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picking up a little at Howland Flat. More white men are 
employed there this season than has been customary for a 
number of years previous." 
S. C. Tr. June 5, 1884: "The mines around Scales 
Diggings are running light-handed." 
S. C. Tr. July 4, 1884: PRODUCTION OF SOME SIERRA 
COUNTY MINES TO DATE: 

CHANNEL MINES: BY DISTRICT: 

Bald Mountain $1,300,000 Gibsonville 
Live Yankee $1,200,000 and Whisky 
Union $1,187,000 Diggings ....... 23 million 
Deidesheimer $650,000 Howland Flat, 

Pine Grove, 
and St. Louis . . 26 million 

Port Wine 
and Vicinity . . . . 23 million 

Forest City 
and Minnesota. 31 million 

Sierra County produced $1,218,726 in gold in the year 
1883. 
S. C. Tr. July 25,1884: "At Gibsonville most of the mines 
are yielding their owners handsome returns . The North 
America and Union drift mines are working about the 
usual number of men, a good portion of them being 
Chinese ." 
S. C. Tr . September 26, 1884: "Summary data on the 
hydraulic mines of Sierra, Nevada and Yuba counties: 
Water used: 16,550 --- 24 hr. inches; material discharged 
per season: 5,317,650 cu. yds.; men employed: 178 
white and 257 Chinese; one man's work per year: 12,225 
cu. yds." 
S. C. Tr. November 21,1884: DEBRIS DAMS: "A Pioneer 
Miner says in an article to the Sierra County Tibune: "I 
know that all men here agree that good arid sufficient 
restraining dams should be built below the mines so that 
the valley would not be materially damaged, and that such 
dams can be constucted within the limits of reasonable 
expenditure and that the Government and this State are 
bound by the law of justice to us to construct such works . 
The complaint we make is not that the farmers in the 
valley protest against being damaged, but that they do not 
join with us in petitions to Congress for relief by ap
propriations for the construction of practical and sub
stantial restraining dams . 
S. C. Tr . December 1, 1884: DEBRIS DAMS: "The State 
Suprme Court sustained a decision of a lower court en
jOining mining companies from depositing their slUicing 
waters into streams. This decision goes farther than an 
earlier Supreme Court decision in that it reversed that 
portion of the earlier decision which permitted the 
defendant to build dams and then to apply to the Court to 
have the injunction modified. This last injuction is to be 
premptory, unconditional, and perpetual. It deprives the 
hydraulic miners of thier last ray of hope of judicial relief 
from the terrible maxim that every owner of property must 
so use it as not to injure the property of his neighbor. The 
decision was concurred in by all the justices of the 
Supreme Court." 
S. C. Tr. December 1, 1884: EFFECT OF ANTI-DEBRIS 
DECISION: (From an account by a miner) "BRANDY 
CITY: All are leaving who can get away. Sawmills have 
shyt down. Six ranches, wholly dependent on mining, are 
rumed. Most of the men who remain here are waiting to 
see if something can be done to start up. This once 
prosperous camp is now ruined." 
EFFECT AT HOWLAND FLAT: "By stopping the hydraulic 
mines in this area 100 white men will be thrown out of 
employment and 250 residents and 20 teamsters will be 

effected. The value of ditches, mines and other property 
dependent on mining, has been reduced 75 % on account 
of the legislation." 
S. C. Tr. January 16, 1885: "Fineness of gold in some of 
the parts of Sierra County: Alleghany 900; Bald Mountain 
915 to 959; Craycroft 889; Downieville 885; Eureka 840 to 
905; Forest City 900; Gibsonville 900 to 936; Howland 
Flat 900 to 919; Monte Cristo 905; Sierra Buttes 920; 
Poker Flat 890; Oregon Creek 830; Rock Creek 900; City 
of Six 900; Kanaka Creek 860; Minnesota 880; St. Louis 
900 to 925; Ladies Canyon 884." 
S. C. Tr. June 19,1885: "There is cosiderable of a boom 
in quartz mining at Poker Flat. ..... A rancher named 
Pearson has struck a rich quartz ledge at St. Charles Hill 
Quartz Mine, a coupie of miles below Goodyears Bar." 
S. C. Tr. February 26, 1886: "The third meeting of the 
Miners' Anti-Chinese Association was held at La Porte 
February 21, and was the largest public gathering seen at 
that place for a long time. A similar Anti-Chinese meeting 
was held in Corbett's Hall on February 15th in Gibsonville. 
The general sentiment of the Association was that the 
willingness of the Chinese to work for lower wages was 
injurious to the general welfare of the mining settlements, 
but that the problem should be worked out amicably and 
legally, and not in a manner of hatred of the Chinese." 
S. C. Tr. March 12, 1886: "One of the mining companies 
at Scales' Diggings has discharged a portion of. its 
Chinese employees, but only a portion of them. However, 
a sufficient number of white men have secureql em
ployment to give the town once more a resemblance of the 
healthy look which it had in the early days of its 
prosperity. " 
S. C. Tr. September11,1886: "The yield of the mines at 
Port Wine and St. Louis has been good this year." 
M. M. November 27,1886: "The North America Company 
at Hepsidam has its yards nearly full of rich gravel, 
which will be washed when water comes." 
M. M. February 26, 1887: "The total yield of gold in 
California, according to the State Mining Bureau, up to 
and including 1884, is $1,078, 685, 169. The greatest 
yearly production occurred in 1854 when the yield was 
about $65,000,000." 
M. M . March 5, 1887: "The bill authorizing the con
struction of restraining dams in the mountain canyons 
passed the Senate, Saturday. The bill has yet to receive 
the approval of the Governor, of which there can be no 
reasonable doubt." 
M. M. "The main tunnel at the Wide Awake Mine is in 425 
feet. It is expected that they will be into gravel in 50 feet. 
The channel is believed to be the old Monte Cristo 
Channel." 
M. M. March 26, 1887: "Things are very quiet at Scales 
now that the snowshoe races have been concluded." 
M. M. July 30, 1887: "John Burman has leased the gravel 
claim of Sol Wood, near Excelsior, for four years, with the 
privilege of purchasing the diggings. Mr. Burman is 
developing the property." 
M. M. September 17,1887: "Jas. Arnott, an old citizen of 
Brandy City, has sold his entire Interest in the mines at 
that place, and will soon remove to Oakland to reside 
permanently." 
M. M . August 18, 1888: The correspondent to the 
Mountain Messenger from Poker Flat, speaks of visiting 
the Sierra and Ph'oenix quartz mine a short distance 
above Poker Flat and of finding the company constructing 
a large ditch from Canyon Creek to the mill --- over a mile. 
M. M. August 25, 1888: "La Porte, like its neighboring 
towns, is rather dull this year. If the Scotch and other 
companies succeed in developing the rich gravel leads in 
the adjoining ridges, there will be a change for the better, 
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and business will revive ." 
M. M. March 30,1889: " A Debris Commission provided by 
an Act of Congress is now in the filed .... and trying to 
ascertain whether or not any plan can be devised whereby 
the present conflict between farmers and miners can be 
adjusted and the mining industry rehabilitated." 
M. M. August 9,1890: "All the miners at Gibsonville are 
at work." 
M. M. June 29, 1889 : "Articles of Incorporation of The 
Telegraph Drift Mining Company were filed with the 
Secretary of State. Capital stock is ten million dollars . 
Directors for the ensuing year are : D. T. Cole, John 
Costa, Robert Stevenson, H. Spaulding and Robert 
Forbes . This Company is not organized to prospect or 
develop any particular claim, but is not organized to 
prospect or develop any particular claim, but is for the 
purpose of assisting in the general development of this 
section." 
M. M. August9, 1890 : GRADEOF CHANNELS: "From La 
Porte to the North America drift mine at Hepsidam, 5 feet 
to the 100; from Howland Flat to Happy Hollow, 3 feet to 
the 100; Bald Mountain and Bald Mountain Extension and 
the Pliocene Ridge, 4 feet to the 100. 

"The new shaft at the Thistle Shaft Mine near Gib
sonville is being put down . The Company owning the 
mine is known as the Feather Fork Gold Gravel Company, 
the McFarland Bros. of Glasglow, Scotland. About 
$400,000 have been expended by the Company to date. 
The first Thistle Shaft was sunk in 1867 by Jas . Lowell. Ah 
Jim, formerly Celestial cook at Mrs. Geo . Lawrence's 
Capitol Hgtal , Downieville, presides in the kitchen of the 
Thistle Shaft. . .. .. Times at Port Wine are lively just now." 
M. M. October 4, 1890 : " Under the supervision of John 
Mitchell the old tunnel at the Telegraph Gravel and Quartz 
Mine has been repaired , and the task of exploring the 
ledge begun . Quartz that prospects exceedingly well has 
been taken out. ..... That good gravel diggings may be 
found in the large flat above Fir Cap is more than 
probable, it being almost a certainty that a gravel channel 
runs, or sometime did run, from near Saddleback to 
Monte Cristo. " 
M. M.February 7, 1891 : "The owners of the Telegraph 
Min ing Claims of Fir Cap are raising a shaft expecting to 
find pay gravel." 
M. M. April 25, 1891; "It is reported that the Gibraltar 
Company have found good pay gravel in their tunnel." 
M. M. October 24, 1891; "Joe Nipp was down from 
Bunker Hill, Friday. He reports Uncle Nick Berets has 
indeed found the channel for which he has been looking 
so long." 
M. M. November 7, 1891 ; "The Th istle Shaft is working 
about' 70 men . A contract for 3,000 cords of wood has 
been let." 

M. M. December 5,1891 ; "Gravel has been found in the 
Gibraltar drift claim situated above Red Oak. An upraise 
was made from the tunnel and at a height of 60 feet very 
good-looking gravel was found which contained gold. " 
M. M January 2, 1892: A Miners' Convention was held on 
January 20th of 1892 in San Francisco . An article in the M. 
M. which was quoted from the San Francisco Mining 
Review, and which appeared before the holding of the 
Convention, stated; "The quartz and drift miners want to 
bring the attention of Congress to the alienation of the 
mineral domain by agricultural and railroad claimants, 
and the unjust rulings of the Department which are 
practically nullifying all the mining laws of the country . 
The hydrauliC miners want Congress to pay heed to the 
report of the U. S. Engineers and want some kind of relief 
to so they can work their mines. They recognize that 
injury has been done to the farming interests of a section 

of the State by their debris, and they now want permiSSion 
to build the dams recommended by the U. S. Com
miSSion, so that the debris can be held back and they can 
work their mines again." 
M. M. January 2, 1892: "The workmen in the Telegraph 
Mine found good pay a short time since. The gravel 
prospects from ten to twelve dollars a carload. " 
M. M. January 9,1892: "A prospect of ten dollars to the 
carload was recently obtained in the Thistle Shaft near 
Gibsonville, where 50 men are employed ." 
M. M . Jan uary 16, 1892: "Snow has fallen to the depth of 
about 3 feet at Brandy City. The prospects are that we will 
have a very good water season." 
M . M . Feberuary 6,1892 : "The Miners' State Convention . 
A. C. Busch and D. Cole were made Vice-Presidents . 
Geo. Cox was put on the Committee on Memorials. Frank 
Wehe was placed on the Committee on Credentials, 
District Attorney, T. L. Ford was made Chairman of the 
Committee on Permanent Organization and Order of 
Business." 
M. M. February 20, 1892: "Nearly $10,000 has been 
cleaned up at the Happy Hollow drift mine above Port 
Wine during the past 18 days, and the claim is rich with 
promise for a future large gold y ield." 
M. M. March 12, 1892: "A mass meeting of the people of 
Sierra County was held at the Armory Hall in Downieville 
on Saturday, March 5, for the purpose of organizing a 
Miners's Association of Sierra County. Two of the 
Resolutions adopted were; 1. That Congress be 
requested by this convention , in passing any laws 
providing-'formethods of continuing hydraul ic mining 
without injury to other interests, to embody in all such 
laws a proviso that no Chinese shall be employed on any 
work constructed in furtherance of the Government policy 
or an any mines which may be operated under protection 
of such work . 2. Resolved that it is the sense of this 
meeting that we enforce in this County the recom
mendation of the Executive Committee of the California 
Miners' Association to the effect that all hydraulic mining 
within this State be not resumed until the action of 
Congress in the matter of building retaining dams be 
known." 

Tirey L. Ford was Chairman of the Convention . 
Ado Iphe Meroux Jr . of Downieville was Secretary, and 
Henry Spaulding was Treasurer. 
M. M. July 23 , 1892: Times are very dull at Brandy City , 
but we are living in hopes that the mine will be allowed to 
run which will change matters greatly. The Company will 
con'tinue working the mine if the debris case, which is 
now before the U. S. Circuit Court, is decided in their 
favor. " 
M. M. August 6,1892: "In the Telegraph Mine, situated at 
Fir Cap, there is a quartz ledge that contains a I~rge 
percentage of pyrites of iron . An assay of these PYrites 
gave a value of $2 a pound." 
M. M. August 27, 1892: In an article on the problem of 
hydraulicking, Tirey L. Ford, the District Attor~ey of 
Sierra County, stated : "To say that the hydraulic mmes of 
California cannot be operated without injury to other 
industries is a libel upon American genius and a serious 
reflection upon the skill and learning of American 
engineers." 
M. M. January 28 , 1893 : "State Senator T. L. Ford and 
Assemblyman Thomas of Nevada County, introduced a 
bill in the State Legislature which provided for the ap
pointment of a Debris Commission who shall'adopt plans 
and specifications for the construction of works for the 
impounding of mining debris ." 

"The owners of a mine, s ituated about a mile east of 
Cherokee, who had been doing some gravel sluiCing, were 
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fined $125 each for discharging the tailings into a 
tributary creek that flows into Shady Creek. The Daily Call 
of 	January 20th reported the case." 
M. M. March 4, 1893: "The Ford and Thomas Bill passed 
both of the houses of the State Legislature. This insures it 
becoming a law. 

"The Caminetti Bill, which legalizes the hydraulic 
mining industry, under fixed conditions, had the Con
ference Committee's report adopted by both houses of 
Congress. It has gone to the President for his signature." 
M. M. April 29, 1893: The Editors of the Mountain 
Messenger comment: "It seems too bad that the 
Caminetti Act, with its red tape provisions and penalty 
clauses, should come upon us some real, wholesome, 
mining legislation." (Referring to the Ford-Thomas Bill) 
M. M. May 13, 1893: "The Thistle Shaft Mine is now
employing about 80 men, and work Is progressing very 
favorably_ Undoubtedly it is a good mine and Is one of the 
biggest gravel propositions in th is part of the State." 
M. M. July 15,1893: "A contract to run 600 feet of tunnel 
to tap the channel ahead of the present workings, will 
soon be let by the Gibraltar Mining Company whose main 
tunnel is in 900 feet. The capital stock will be increased 
from 2,000 to 30,000 shares;" 
M. M. July 22,1893: "We are in receipt of a telegram from 
State Senator T _ L. Ford, stati ng that the Debris Com
missioners will reach Downieville on Sunday next on an 
inspection tour of the mines." 
M. M. September 16, 1893: "The Taber Mine, lying im
mediately east of the Thistle Shaft property, is being 
opened up." 
M. M. September 16,1893: "A large flume five feet wide 
and tour feet deep and three miles long is being built to 
contain the waters ot Slate Creek so that the bed of the 
stream can be worked. It is confidently believed that the 
bed of the stream is rich in placergold." 
M. M. October 21, 1893: "Senator C. W. Cross has 
postponed opening the Brandy City hydraulic mine until 
next year, due to lack of time necessary to build an im
pounding dam, and many residents intend In con
sequence to temporarily leave for parts unknown ." 
M. M. April 28, 1894: "The tailings tram the Slate Creek 
Mine, now being worked by the elevator method, we do 
not hesitate to say, is the best mining property in either 
Plumas or Sierra counties. Little notice has been taken of 
this enterprise .... tor the reason that its owners are 
content to keep a good thing for their own benefit without 
the slightest desire of forming a joint stock company for 
the advantage of shareholders." 
M. M. October 20,1894: "The Thistle Shaft Is reported to 
be doing better than ever before. They have first struck 
into the main channel and the gravel is said to be rich. The 
Company employs 70 men. Five new dwellings are going 
up at the mine." 
M. M. April 6, 1895: The Thistle Shaft Mine, near Gib
sonville, is described in a lengthy article in this issue of 
the M. M., as being the "boss mine" of the entire northern 
section of the county. The mine is owned by a Scotch 
Company and it received its name trom the fact that the 
Manager and General Superintendent, Mr. C. B. Wingate, 
is a member of the celebrated Scottish Thistle Clut) of San 
Francisco. Most of the owners of the mine reside in 
Glasglow. 
M. M. April 6, 1895: "Josiah Phillips, the amalgamator at 
the Empire Mine in Gold Valley, informs us that matters 
areagainlnrunning order at the mill and mine and that the 
mill and the Triumph concentrators are doing splendid 
work." 
M. M. June 8, 1895: "Several hydraulic mines in Sierra 
and Plumas counties, including the illinois Mine owned 

by Buckley and Hillman near La Porte, and the Holloway 
Mine of Gould and Spencer of Gibsonville, were ordered 
closed down by the Debris Commissioners." 
M. M. October 26, 1895: "The Ball given at the Thistle 
Shaft last Saturday night in the new boarding house was a 
most enjoyable affair. About two hundred and seventy
five people were present. Music was furnished by Oliver 
Caya's string band." 
M. M. July 11,1896: "The owners of the hydraulic mine at 
Eureka are quite elated over one of the largest clean-ups 
ever taken from the mine. The gold, after being retorted, 
made a nice-looking lump weighing about 510 ounces. It 
was on exhibition at Spaulding, Mowry and Company's 
Store (Downieville) for several days. The clean-up is the 
result of about a four month's run." 
M. M. October 10,1896: "The annual convention of the 
Sierra County Miners' Association was held in Downieville 
last Sunday. It was called to order by Frank R. Wehe, 
President." 
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M. M. October 14,1899: "The Thistle Shaft, in the suc
cess of WhiCh, to a certain extent, the counties of Sierra 
and Plumas are materially interested, is now being 
pierced by a third hole which we hope when down to 
bedrock, will satisfactorily determine the level at which a 
tunnel may be driven into the rich gravel of the Thistle, 
which it may be taken for granted, was reached In the two 
holes previously bored to bedrock." 
M. M. January 1, 1901: TELEGRAPH MINE AT FIR CAP 

"The Telegraph mining property on Fir Cap, owned by 
John Mitchell, was sold this week to an eastern company 
represented by Mr. J. W. Finney. Mr. Finney informs us 
that he intends, with a small force, to commence work of 
the propety shortly. The main tunnel will be cleaned out 
and retimbered. It will then be pushed ahead to tap the 
channe!." 
M. M. May 24, 1902: BRANDY CITY 

"Just look at these figures : $4,000,000 being the 
output of gold that this little camp has produced since its 
discovery in the early 1850's. And there yet remains untold 
wealth to be produced if hydraulic mining could only be 
resumed." 
M. 	M. March 30, 1901: THE THISTLE SHAFT 

"The Thistle Shaft company has a small force of men 
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d~ing spring work and driving a tunnel into Gibsonville 
Ridge t~ tap the channel w0rked by the company prior to 
the accident which closed the shaft. This tunnel starts in 
the bed of Waller Creek, about a third of a mile above its 
mouth. It is now in nearly 100 feet. Early this spring most 
of the works will be removed from the shaft down to the 
mouth of the t~nnel, which is from seven to eight hundred 
fe~t lower. It IS understood that it will be necessary to 
dnve the tunnel about a mile to reach the desired point." 

M. M. May 18,1901: FIR CAP OR TELEGRAPH MINE 
"J. W. Finney has completed the repairing of the main 

tunnel at the Fir Cap mine. An addition to the boarding 
h?use has recently been constructed by Walter Howe. 
Five men are at present employed at this property." 
M. M. June 15,1901: GIBRALTAR MINE 

"This well known gravel property, after lying idle for 
several years, is soon to be reopened .Messrs. Jacob and 
Adam Kieffer, who arrived in Downieville from San 
Francisco last week, are large stockholders in Downieville 
from San Francisco last week, are large stockholders in 
the Gibraltar Company, and they feel very confident that 
~ith the proper ar:nount of work the property will develop 
Into a valuable mine. A meeting of the stockholders has 
been cal.led to meet at Howland Flat on July 1st, when 
steps will probably be taken to resume operations." 
M. M. July 27, 1901: LAVEZZOLA MULE TRAIN 

"The Tony Lavezzola mule train has been engaged for 
s~veral days c~r~ing pipe and track iron to the Fir Cap 
Mine for Mr. William Belcher. '" "Joe Erwin as foreman is 
in charge of the work at the mine." 
M. M. July 22, 1901: KIEFFER BROS. AT THE 
GIBRALTAR MINE 

The Kieffer Brothers have resumed operations at the 
~ibraltar Mine and are now unwatering the shaft with a 
view to continue exploring on the contact between the 
lava-cap and bedrock." 
M. M. September 14,1901: BELCHER MINE AT FIR CAP 

"An extra flow of water was struck in the shaft at the 
Belcher Mine last Wednesday, which forced the men to 
pull out the pump and abandon their work in that 
direction until a larger pump can be secured. However 
the tunnel is still being driven with two shifts." , 

M. M. October19, 1901: NEW BOARDING HOUSE AT FIR 
CAP 

"August Costa has been kept very busy for some time 
past packing lumber to the Telegraph Mine at Fir Cap 
w.here a new boarding house is being erected by J. W. 
Finney. Mr. Finney is still extending the old tunnel and 
will run ahead for another 100 feet before raising for 
gravel." 
M. M. Febraury 2,1901: WORK AT THE TELEGRAPH 

"J. W. Finney, who recently bought the Telegraph 
property at Fir Cap, has three men constantly at work at 
the mine repairing the old tunnel. Thirteen hundred feet of 
the tunnel have already been completed, and as soon as 
th~ res.t of the tunnel has been repaired, a night and day 
shift will be put on to push the tunnel ahead into the main 
channe!." 
M. M. April 27, 1901 : NUGGET IN A TURKEY 

"A turkey owned and killed recently by John Mason of 
Port Wine proved to be a valuable fowl. Investigation of its 
gizzard disclosed, besides an unusual amount of tacks 
ro~ks, crystals, and broken crockery, a smooth and 
shining gold nugget. As Mr. Mason is confident that the 
turkey had not visited his neighbor's ground sluice, it 
speaks well forthe gold mines in this vicinity." 
M. M. May 3,1902: "John B. Lassia! and P. H. Dugan and 
Co~pany began the season's operations recently in their 
claim at the mouth of Little Grizzly Creek." 

M. M. May 31, 1902: WHITE BEAR MINE 
"William J. Belcher, managerof the White Bear Mining 

Company, whose property is situated near Monte Cristo 
is advertising for bids to supply the mine with timbers: 
Mr. Belcher is having many improvements made at this 
property, preparatory to operati ng the mine on a large 
scale." 
M. M. June 7, 1902: THE BELLEVUE TUNNEL 

"The tunnel at the Bellevue Mine is being run to tap the 
Thistle Shaft gravel channel below the old works. The 
work is rapidly progressing, the tunnel being pushed 
ahead at the rate of about 70 feet a week. The tunnel is 
now in 2,700 feet, and it is expected that with the present 
rate of progress the channel will be reached about the first 
of next March." 
M. M. September 13, 1902: WORK AT THE BELLEVUE 

."Work on the Be'llevue Tunnel, near La Porte, Is being 
rapidly pushed ahead, about 50 men now being in the 
employ of the company. This tunnel, when completed 
will be one of the largest mining tunnels in this State. Th~ 
tunnel is eight by eight feet and is now in 3,600 feet. The 
company expects to complete the remainder of the tunnel 
by next Spring, they having a distance of 2,400 feet to run 
before the gravel is reached. This tunnel will top the big 
channel formerly worked through the Thistle Shaft, which 
was forced to close down on account of encountering a 
large volume of water." 
M M. May 9, 1903: THE BELLEVUE TUNNEL COM
PLETED 

"After running a tunnel 5,400 feet the Bellevue Mine 
struck the gravel channel of the Thistle Shaft Mine. The 
tunnel is to be driven another 60 feet and then gravel will 
begin to be taken out . As soon as the property Is suf
ficiently opened, from 150 to 200 miners will be em
ployed. We congratulate Mr. C. B. Wingate, the manager 
of the property, on the success attained by him in the 
opening up of the Bellevue." 
M. M. May16, 1903: WORK AT THE TELGRAPH 

"Spring operations at the Telegraph Mine at Fir Cap 
under the superintendecy of J. W. Finney were begun this 
week. James W. Ray, Jack Reid, Joe Quinn and Miles 
Anderson went up to the mine Monday to begin work. The 
road between Rosasco's place (Rosasco Ranch) and the 
m~ne will be ~ut in r~pair in order to get machinery to the 
mine. Mr. Finney IS having a five-stamp quartz mill 
constructed at one of the iron works In San Francisco 
which will be shipped to Downieville shortly." 
M. M. May 30,1903: RICH STRIKE AT MONE CRISTO 

"What promises to prove a very rich strike was made 
this week in the West Point and Exchange consolidated 
mines at Monte Cristo. This property is owned by John 
Peckwlth and son and Henry Spaulding, Jr., and adjoins 
the well-known White Bear Mine on the south. A tunnel 
was driven into the hill a distance of about 1,000 feet and 
on Tuesday pay gravel was struck. They are in a body of 
ri~h .blue gravel six feet thick, on bedrock, and on top of 
thiS IS a body of lava gravel which prospects well. From a 
carload of the blue gravel taken out three pans were 
washed, yielding about $12 In coarse gold." 

M. M. July 11, 1903: ENGINE FOR THE TELEGRAPH 
MINE 

"William Shaughnessy arrived from Tuckee last 
Tuesday with his ox team and wagon. The wagon was 
loaded with a large steam boiler belonging to the 
Telegraph mine at Fir Cap. After remlanlng here 
(Downieville) overnight, Mr. Shaughnessy started with his 
team and freight for the mine. He arrived at a point near 
Rosasco's Ranch that evening. After leaving the wagon 
road the engine was placed upon a sled and snaked up the 
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mountain . Mr. Finney, Superintendent of the mine, is 
getting the machinery to the mine as rapidly as possible. 
Part of the quartz mill is here and being transported to the 
mine." 

M. M. August 8, 1903 : THISTLE SHAFT 
"Griff Thomas, who is foreman of the Thistle Shaft 

gravel mine near la Porte, arrived here (Downieville) 
Sunday. He came to take his family there with him, where 
they will make their home. Mr. Thomas reports that fine 
progress is being made at the mine, some forty men being 
employed. The gravel has been struck in the tunnel, and is 
high grade. Recently there was quite a cave in the mine, 
but fortunately none of the miners was injured." (Quoted 
by the Mountain Messenger from the Grass Valley Union .) 
M. M. November 14, 1903: ROSASCO MINE BONDED 

"The Rosasco Quartz Mine, which is owned by the 
Rosasco brothers and G. Daneri, has been bonded to one 
of the largest syndicates that is operating at Tonopah, 
Nevada. The Rosasco Mine is situated about four miles 
from this place (Downieville) and is known to be a very 
good mine, as considerable rich rock has already been 
extracted from it." 
M. M. June 11, 1904: RICH STRIKE AT THE WHITE BEAR 
MINE 

"A few days ago a very important strike was made at 
the White Bear Mine. The company has been running a 
tunnel in what they term the north drift, and in an upraise 
they encountered very good gravel. In making this 
discovery it demonstrates the fact that the company has a 
large area of good ground in sight, and besides, claims 
adjacent to this property will also have a portion of the 
rich lead which surely extends up the ridge." 
M. M. August 13, 1904: STRUCK GRAVEL 

"At the Golden Scepter Mine near Bunker Hill gravel 
was struck last Friday which prospects very well. This 
mine was formerly the New Orleans, but it Is now owned 
by the Golden Scepter Quartz and Gravel Mining Com
pany. Parker H. Mason is Superintendent. Recently they 
made an upraise of 50 feet and then drifted 35 feet, when 
the gravel was encountered." 
M. M. September 17,1904: This issue of the M. M. gives 
some data from Bulletin No. 33 of the California State 
Mining Bureau, on gold and production of Sierra County: 

Yield for 1892: Gold and Silver ...... $332,466. 
Yield for 1903: Gold, $310,770; Silver, $476. 
Estimated gold yield of Sierra County from 1849 to 

1894: $180,000,000. 

M. M.. December 3, 1904 : THE TABOR MINE AT GIB
SONVilLE 

"A tunnel 4,000 feet long at this mine finally cut into 
the upper part of the gravei channel. An incline of 350 feet 
was run to better tap the channel. Recently a serpentine 
spur was encountered, but the miners have nearly cut 
through this and are expecting to reach the gravel 
deposits any day." 
M. M. December 24, 1904: ORE FROM POKER FLAT 
MINE SMELTED 

"The Poker Flat Mining Company, situated at Poker 
Flat, recently received returns from 2,054 pounds of ore 
sent to the Selby Reduction Works for a mill test. The 
returns showed the ore to be of the value of $6.82 per 
ton." 
M. M. January 21, 1905: BLUE LEAD CORRALED 

"T,he following was quoted by the M. M. from the 
Plumas Indepndent: "We have good news from la Porte 
that blue gravel was struck In the tunnel of the Claybank 
Mine within a few days past. There was a heavy flow of 
waterto contend with, but the gravel is of the right brand, 
being the southerly end of the gre~t Gibsonville channel 

profitably worked during many years, and recently found 
in the Thistle Shaft Mine, now known as the Bellevue." 
M. M. July 21, 1906: STRUCK RICH GRAVEL 

At the Little Grizzly Mine, which Is situated near 
Bunker Hill, Charles Keller and John Hood recently struck 
gravel which prospects well." 
M. M. September 7, 1907: REESE RAVINE MINE 

"The discovery of a twelve·foot ledge of gold-bearing 
quartz on the property of the Reese Ravine Gold Mining 
Company, a few miies north of Downieville, made recently 
by A. G. Hunter, local representative of the company, 
indicates that within a year another producing mine will 
be adding its quota of the rapidly increasing gold output 
of Sierra County." 
M. M. May 2, 1908: BELLEVUE MINE 

"Rumors are that the Bellevue Drift Mine is securing 
rich returns from the gravel now being extracted. It is 
stated that $16 per carload is being obtained." 
M. M. October 10, '1908: REESE RAVINE MINE 

"All the machinery for the new mill at Reese Ravine 
has been hauled to the ground and part of It is now in 
place." 
M. M. March 27, 1908: GOOD GRAVEL AT THE 
TELEGRAPH 

"We learn from Griff Thomas, who is foreman of the ' 
Telegr~ph Mine, that a large body of fine gravel has been 
blocked out ready to breast, and the force of men em
ployed will be largely increased in a short time. 

"Some,of the richest gravel ever found In the State was 
taken from the Telegraph Company ." 
M. M. July 3,1909: THE FOUR HILJ,..S MINE 

"Tony Lavezzola will begin packing a lot of lumber 
from the Four Hills mine down to the power house this 
week and carpenters will be put on to repair the building. 
The power house and the machinery were badly damaged 
by a snowslide some time ago and it will take quite ,a lot 
of work to put things in order again; 

"The pumps will be started and the shaft unwatered as 
soon as the electric machinery is connected up again." 

M. M. December 23, 1910: The tunnel at the Nugget Nell 
has been cleansed out to a distance of 700 feet. The old 
wooden car rails, over which no car had run for ~)Ver 30 
years, were still solid and are now being used without 
having been taken up. The property Is being opened up by 
J . C. Steele and associates and is owned by James 
McGregor, Norman McGregor, and John Noland." 
M, M. January 7,1911: F. I. Phelps has had Mike Sinnott 
hauling track rails to Monte Cristo for several days this 
week from the Rosasco ground to the upper tunnel of the 
Monte Cristo Gravel Mines where they will be used. It Is 
understood that the company are now taking out some 
good paying gravel." 
M. M. January 21,1911 : "Two shafts were put down to 
bedrock where the channel in the Telegraph mine pitched 
away. One shaft was eight feet in depth and the other 
twelve feet. The main tunnel is nQW being extended to tap 
the twelve-foot shaft, which will be reached In betwen 200 
and 250 feet." 
M. M. February 25, 1911: "The Monte Cristo Gravel Mines 
Company are now taking out excellent pay from the gravel 
they are working . This ground is being worked by an 
Oakland company under bond from Peckwith and 
Spaulding and is managed by Fred I. Phelps with Tom 
Edwards as foreman. The company have spent many 
thousands of dollars to reach pay dirt and are to be 
congratulated on their success." 
M. M. March 4, 1911: "Andrew Johnson returned to 
Deadwood on Saturday last and took back a couple of 
extra men to work in the mine. At the present time there 
are ten men employed taking out gravel that pays $2.50 
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per carload." 
M .M. April 1, 1911: "The tunnel being run at the 
Telegraph Mine to catch a body of gravel that was found 
below grade several months ago, is progressing slowly as 
the rock is exceedingly hard . Foreman Griff Thomas says 
that the rock is so hard that a blacksmith has to be at the 
anvil steadily sharpening drills. They figure that there is 
still some 200 feet more to run before the gravel is 
reached, but it is not likely that the same hard rock will 
continue this distance." 
M. M. April 4, 1911: "P. H. Dugan, foremen for M. Duvall 
who is sinking a shaft for gravel at Poker Flat, has put 
another shift to work in order to hasten sinking. It is 
understood here that the bottom of the shaft Is still in 
lava." 
M. M. Apri I 22, 1911: "George F. Taylor, manager of the 
Brandy City Mining Company, reports that everything at 
Brandy City is going along nicely. As they have plenty of 
water available now there is quite a crew of men working 
both day and night." 
M. M. April 22, 1911: "Andrew Bachels hauled about 500 
feet of steel rails down to Goodyears Bar on Wednesday 
last, and will immediately pack them up to the Brown Bear 
property on st. Charles Hill. The work of extending the 
tunnel into the ridge is going along steadily, and good 
headway is being made." 
M. M. May 27, 1911: "The Monte Cristo Gravel Mines are 
still pouring out a nice and steady stream of gold. We are 
re:iably informed that with but six men working in the 
breast the average yield per day is $1,000. They are now 
breasting about forty-five feet wide ." 
M. M. June 10,1911: "It Is the intention of J. G. Jackson 
and Paul W. Smith, who have the Brown Bear property on 
St. Charles Hill bonded, to sink an incline from the face of 
the present tunnel down into the channel, which they have 
definitely located." 
M. M. June 17, 1911 : "It is the intention of the owners of 
the Monte Cristo Gravel Mines to have a mule or horse 

:L 	 pull the cars up the incline in what Is known as the 'drain 
tunnel' and do away with the hand windlass they are now 
using ...... Tony Lavezzola was packing spiling from the 
Hilo Mine to Monte Cristo this week ..... . The gravel is as 
rich as ever and the yellow metal continues to roll out in 
genrous quantities." 
M. M. June 24,1911: "John Costa intends to repair the 
old Deadbroke tunnel on the Excelsior side of the Monte 
Cristo ridge and run the tunnel ahead to cut the serpentine 
contact." 
M. M. July 1, 1911: "Happy Jack Harris is hauling the 
lumber from the old Bernhardt house at New York Flat up 
to the Monte Cristo Gravel Mines where a new house will 
be erected." 
M .M. July 8, 1911: "Adam and Peter Kieffer are up at· 
their Gibraltar gravel claim. They will wash the gravel that 
they took out of the shaft last fall and cou Id not wash at 
that time for lack of water." 
M. M. July 8,1911: Gravel was strUCK in the shaft of the 
Poker Flat mine of M. Duvall in a space between the lava 
and the bedrock. Mr. Duavall, in an article in the July 15th 
issue of the M. M. explained the significance of having 
found this limited gravel and indicated that they will 
expect to find the regular channel of a "pre-volcanic river 
that flowed in a general north to south direction through 
the area." 
M. M. July 15, 1911: Washing of the gravel from the 
Gibraltar shaft yielded eleven ounces of coarse gold. This 
indicated that the "shaft is very near the gravel channel. 
The majority of the stock in the Gibraltar is owned by 
Adam, Jake and Peter Kieffer." 
M. M. August 26,1911: "John Lavezzola is busy packing 
lumber up to the Excelsior Mine for John Costa to be used 

in repairing the ditch and making an air blast to drive 
in the tunnel." 
M. M. Ocotber 28,1911: RICH ORE AT THE TELEGRAI 

. "A very rich strike in quartz was made at the Telegra 
Mine last Thursday . A fine three-foot ledge was struck 
the main tunnel which was being run for gravel, and t 
rock shows free gold in plenty besides the richest kind 
arsenical sulphurets. The vein lies on the serpenti 
contact, and is supposed to be the same one from whi 
some extra rich are and sulpurets were taken from a poi 
further south several years ago. The Telegraph is own· 
by the estate of John Mitchell, deceased, and Is beil 
operated by George Chase and other Chicago gentlemf 
with J. W. Finney as manager." 
M. M. November 18,1911: "Griff Thomas, foreman of tl 
Telegraph Mine, brought a couple of sacks of high gra( 
ore down from that place in his wagon this week. It 
rumored that some very rich stuff was taken out ( 
Monday." 
M. M. January 27, 1912: "A large bunch of arsenic 
sulphurets was struck in the main tunnel at the Talegra~ 
Mine recently. The tunnel is being run ahead to strl~ 
gravel and the sulphurets were found while this work We 
being done." 
M. M. August 31, 1912: "Tony Lavezzola has bee 
packing lumber form Mohawk Valley up to the Gibralt, 
gravel property this weeK for the Kieffer brothers. A 
engine house, 26 by 32 feet, is to be built at the collar ( 
the shaft." 
M. M._September 28,1912: "Tony Lavezzola packed a 3 
inch sinking pump up to the Brown Bear gravel propert 
on St. Charles Hill this week. The pump When Pl 
together weighed something like 1,200 pounds, but aftE 
it was taken apart ready for packing the heaviest plec 
weighed but 330 pounds." 
M. M. March 1,1913: According to date printed in thi 
issue of the Messenger, which was quoted from tho 
Plumas Independent, the following Is the estimate( 
production of the mines of and in the vicinities of thl 
following places: 

Gibsonville $15,000,000 

Howland Flat .. $12,000,000 

Proverty Hill .. .. $4,000,000 

Scales ........... . $2,000,000 

Poker Flat .... .. $5,000,000 

La Porte .. ...... . $12,000,000 

Port Wine ...... . $10,000,000 

Pine Grove .... .. $3,000,000 

Chandlerville .. . $1,000,000 


M. M. June 7, 1913 : "The sawmill at the Telegraph Mine is 
about ready to run. William Shaughnessy will haul the 
logs in to the mill with an ox team. Dan Sullivan is to be 
sawyer at the mill, and Frank Rogers is at the power 
house." 

REESE RAVINE MINE 

In August of 1908, Frank P. Roddy and Dr. Libby were 
arranging to erect a 5-stamp mill at Reese Ravine before 
the winter set in. Six men were at work at the mine and the 
machinery for the mill was to be shipped from San 
Francisco. The M. M. of 8-29 of the year above reported 
the shipment of the machinery which weighed 43,000 
pounds. It was routed from Marysville to the mine via La 
Porte, Howland Flat and Poker Flat. 

The M. M. of September 26th reported that: "All of the 
machinery for the Reese Ravine Mine has reached Poker 
Flat and Is now being taken up the hill to the mine. Dave 
and Tom Yore have the contract to put it In, and they have 
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22 head of horses and six men at work. The machinery 
weighs 22 tons and a" of the heavy pieces have to be 
'snubbed' up the hill with a block and cable." 

THE NUGGET NELL 

M. M. 8-28-1909: "The English Company, under the 
management of W. C. Van Fleet, started their boring 
machine on the Nugget Nell placer ground on Monday 
last. This ground is located on the ridge where the 
channel surely came down and a good strike is con
fidently looked for. The boring is under the charge of 
George McGee and the first hole will be put down on what 
is known as Tobacco Flat between the high rims of rock 
several hundred feet apart . The ground is owned by 
Sheriff McGregor and son, Norman and John Noland. " 

HEWITT BROTHERS MINE 

M. M. 6-3-1911: "According to the Plumas Independent 
the Hewitt brothers intend to build a five-stamp quartz 
mill on the property on Hopkins Creek, just overthe line in 
Plumas County ...... The boys are said to have an im
mense ledge that assays well and ~ which they have 
developed by a tunnel 500 feet in length ." 

THE BROWN BEAR 

M. M. 8-26-1911: "An extra shift of three men has been 
put on at the Brown Bear property on St. Charles Hill and 
the incline is being put down as fast as possible." 

MONTE CRISTO GRAVEL MINING COMPANY 

M. M. 9-30-1911: "A gasoline hoist and pump and an air 
compressor were taken up to the Monte Cristo Gravel 
Mines this week. The machinery will be used in what is 
known as the drain tunnel to hoist cars and pump the 
water up the incline. The lower tunnel is being run ahead 
as fast as possible, and when connections are made with 
the upper works the gravel will be taken out by gravity." 

THE BROWN BEAR 

M. M. 9-23-1911 : "Some top g ravel has been found at the 
Brown Bear gravel property on st. Charles Hill ....... We 
understand that it is the intention to run ahead across the 
channel for some distance before a hole will be put down 
to find the bottom." 

BROWN BEAR 

M. M. 10-21-1911 : "The shaft being put down in the drift 
at the Brown Bear gravel property reached bedrock last 
Saturday .. ... It is the intention to run ahead in the drift 
some fity feet before another hole Is put down. Some fine 
looking gravel was found on the bedrock, which prospects 
a little with rim gold." 
M. M. 11-25-1911: It was being planned at this time to 
install an electric power plant at the mine in the spring 
with sufficient powerto hoist and pump. Recent work had 
indicated where the channel was . It was at this time 
owned by H. S. Tibbey, D. J . Burgess, August Costa, and 
Frank P. Roddy and was under bondtoPaul W. Smith and 
J. G. Jackson. John Schofield was the foreman . 

THE NUGGET NELL 

M. M. 12-9-1911 : "A 14 x 20 foot blacksmith shop and 
timber shed has been built at the Nugget Nell Mine and 
some snow sheds built over the track. A 400-foot line of 
pipe has been laid to carry water for an air blast . . .. . There 
are four men working at the mine under J. C. Steele who 
has a bond on the property from James McGregor and 
others." 

HEWITT BROS. AT THE ORO FINO MINE 

M. M. 12-16-1911 : (The M. M. quoting the Plumas In
dependent) "The construction of the new 5-stamp mill on 
the Oro Fino mine on Hopkins Creek is being rushed by 
the owners, the Hewitt Bros., with the hope of getting 
into running order before snow flies .... . . The vein 
averages 20 feet wide and is composed of porphyry, talc, 
schist, and quartz, carrying free gold and a heavy per
centage of sulphides ...... The tunnel is 550 feet in, the 
portal connecting with mill on Hopkins Creek by a 
tramway 1,200 feet long." 

MACHINERY FOR BROWN BEAR MINE 

M. M. 7-6-1912: "The machinery for the Brown Bear gravel 
propertyisallon the road on top of the hili above the mine, 
and it will be loaded on sleds and snaked down. just as 
quickly as possible. Arrangements have been made to put 
the boiler, hoist and pump in commission just as soon as 
it can be done, and it is expected that everything will be in 
working order by the end of July." 
M. M. 7-6-1912: THE HILO MINE 

"Jake and John Bernhardt have returned to the Hilo 
gravel property on Chaparral Hill , and are preparing to 
work underground a" winter. The boys have a bond on 
this property from Olmstead and La Blonde." 
M. M. 10-26-1912 : DEADWOOD AND SEBASTOPOL 

"Sup!. Andrew Johnson of the Deadwood gravel 
property, has several men at Sebastopol dol ng the 
assessment work on the ground there which is owned by 
the same company who own the Deadwood." 

THE CLAYBANK MINE 

M. M. 1-31-1914: "Development work at the Claybank 
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It Mine near La Porte is progressing satisfactorily with two being made in enlarging and sinking the shaft on h 
shifts at work. The old Claybank tunnel, which is about gravel claim near Gibsonville." 
6,500 feet in length, is being repaired and will be used for 
drainage." 

BROWN BEAR 

M. M. 6-12-1915: "The incline shaft at the Brown Bear 
gravel mine was pumped out last Thursday afternoon and 
two shifts will be put on at once to continue sinking . The 
Incline Is 239 feet in length and will be put down about 150 
feet more, which will make it about 125 feet vertical, 
before a drift is started to tap the channel." 
M. M. 8-14-1915: BOILER HAULED TO THE BROWN 
BEAR MINE 

" Dave Yore is on the road between Brandy City and the 
Brown Bear gravel property on St. Charles Hill , with his 
two freight wagons loaded with machinery. He is hauling 
a 35-horse-power bOiler, a quantity of steam pipe and a 
pump which will be used at that place. Everything is ready 

,., 	 to install the boiler at the mine and lately the men have all 

been out In the timber getting out firewood. The property 

is under bond from local people to a San Francisco 

company, having J. G. Jackson as manager and Henry 

Spaulding as foreman. 


WINK-EYE MINE AND THE MINERS' HOME MINE 

M. M. 9-11-1915: "There are several men working at the 
Wink-eye gravel property in Howland Flat, under a bond 
given by the Goard Brothers who are the owners . The 
Miners' Home gravel property at the same place has also 
been bonded to peop le from the lower country, and quite 
a crew of men are also working at that place. Orson Er
matinger has a contract to deliver mining timbers and 
wood forthe winterto the latter mine and expects to begin 
this work in a few days ." 
M. M. 9-11-1915: WORK AT THE BROWN BEAR 

"Work in the face of the incline shaft at the Brown Bear 
Mine has been resumed, the new machinery having been 
installed . The pump is said to work well , the 250-foot. 1 
incline having tleen freed of water in something like 60 'I 
hours of pumping . We understand it is the Intention to!~ 
continue the incline at least 100 feet further, which will 
give a vertical depth of over 100 feet , before the drift is 


i started to run under the channel." 

, I 

I 
'-- 

THE WEHE MINE 


M. M. 11-13-1915: "Work on the We he gravel property on 
the southern end of St Charles Hill , began this week . The 
old boarding house has been repaired, wood and mining 
timbers laid in and a new tunnel w ill be started to tap the 
gravel at once. W. W. Casserly is in charge and a present 
has two men employed." 

GOARD'S WINKEYE MINE 

M. M. 6-17-1916: "There are seven men now at work 
driving the main tunnel ahead at the Winkeye gravel mine 
at Howland Flat under the foremanship of Henry Goard . 
The pay in both the Winkeye and the Miners' Home, which 
are adjoining properties, lies on top of a bed of pipe clay, 
and this streak is expected to be tapped in the present 
Winkeye tunnel which is in about 150 feet. All of the gold 
found in th is lead is very coarse in character." 

Me FARLANE MONITOR MINE 

1-1-1916: "John McFarlane reports good progress is 
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WEHE MINE AT ST. CHARLES HILL 

6-24-1916: "The tunnel on the Wehe gravel property at S 
Charles Hill, is now in over 400 feet. It Is the Intention 
run 150 feet further to insure the certainty of belr 
under the channel before a raise is put up to gravE 
William Casserly is in charge of the work and has t'wl 
shifts of miners employed. Mr. Wehe went up this week ' 
inspect the m ine." 

MC FARLANE MINE 

7-29-1916: "John and Gilbert McFarlane, who a, 
developing the Monitor Mine near Gibsonville, sunk a 12! 
foot shaft in the gravel last winter, but in drifting throu{; 
the gravel a heavy flow of water was encountered and t~ 
pumping plant was found to be inadequate to handle t~ 
stream. They are now arranging to run a drain tunnel 0 
the property." 

HILO MINE AT CHAPARRAL HILL 

8-26-1916: "Tony Lavezzola has been packing a lot ( 
wooden rails and track iron up to the Bernhardt brothe, 
at the Hilo Mine this week. It is reported that the bo} 
struck a block of new gravel In the raise they lately put ur 
and that the bed-rock is pitching Into the main ridge at 
sharp angle." . 

The School at 	 Challenge - Photo 1976 

DEBRIS DAM ON SLATE CREEK 

11 -11-1916: "The debris dam on Slate Creek has been 
completed and the company that built the structure is 
now busy running bed-rock cuts in the diggings and 
repairing the flumes and ditches, preparatory to actual 
hydraulicking .. .. .. The property is contracted by a Los 
Angeles company and C. A. Brunnel has charge of the 
work." 



PROPOSED MINING AT POVERTY HILL 

10-13-1917: In the early Fall of 1917, the company 
which was also operat ing the La Grange Mine in Trinity 
County, had arranged to work the Poverty Hill Mine of 
Henry Kingdon. The company planned to run a 5,000-foot 
drain in from Rock Creek to drain the ground and work it 
to the best advantage. 

THE BROWN BEAR 

2-26-1921: "Norton E. Wilcox and Paul W. Smith 
have purchased a seven-eights interest in the Brown Bear 
gravel property from H. S. Tibbey, August Costa, D. J . 
Burgess, and John Schofield . The purchasers held the 
property under bond for several years. .... . The new 
owners intend to run a new tunnel to drain the channel, 
which will be in the neighborhood of 2,000 feet long." 

COSKERS AT HOWLAND FLAT 

4-9-1921 : "Thomas and William Cosker have several 
men working for them at the Table Rock claim at Howland 
Flat taking out pay gravel. The boys have a lease on the 
ground and expect to make good wages." 

FEATHER FORK MINE 

9-10-1921: "The McFarlane Brothers was reported to 
have struck some very rich ground in a shaft on one of 
their claims just overthe line in Plumas County. In one set 
of timbers In a drift run from the bottom of the shaft (a 
space probably 4 x 7 feet) it is said 13 ounces of gold was 
taken. The gold is all of a fine character like coarse bran, 
and the gravel does not show much washing." 

GRAVEL STRUCK AFTER LONG SEARCH 

AT THE RATILESNAKE MINE 


6-18-1932: Ed Deal, owner of the Rattlesnake Mine, 
encountered gravel which prospected well in coarse gold, 
one piece being worth a dollar, it being found In the small 
amount of gravel removed and washed. His work was in 
ground of the old Rattlesnake diggings which were quite 
rich. Discovery of the gravel resulted from running a 
tunnel 550 feet through a lava rim and then raising 92 feet. 
A water blast was used to force air into the tunnel and 
raise. 

M. M. June 21, 1913 : THE BELLEVUE MINE 
"There are about thirty men working at the Bellevue 

gravel mine just now, most of the crew working in the 
breasts extracting the gravel." 
M. M. 1913: !'Th-e new power house at the Telegraph Mine 
is now completed and it will not be long before the 
machinery will be running again . It is hoped to have 
everything in shape to begin repairing the main tunnel 
with two shifts of miners, very shortly. H. O. Hughes is In 
charge of the property for the Chicago people who 
recently completed the purchase of the mine." 

PACKING SUPPLIES TO THE GIBRALTAR MINE 

During the Summer of 1930, Joseph Poggi and his 
brother, August, of Downieville, packed the supplies for 
the fall and winter in to the Gibraltar Mine. The men 
employed a pack train of from 12 to 14 horses and mules, 

loading the animals at the McCrae Meadows on the 
Johnsville - to La Porte road. The packing operation 
continued for a month with average load per animal being 
about 250 pounds. About forty tons of supplies were 
taken in to .the mine including six thousand gallons of 
gasoline. These men, like the earlier Lavezzola Bros., also 
of Downieville --- and of the Lavezzola Ranch --- were 
experts at loading pack animals with difficult-to-transport 
articles so that the loads would not shift as the train made 
its way along narrow and steep trails. 

ROAD TO THE GIBRALTAR MINE 

In 1963, Vernon Huffman of Downieville, who was 
carrying out development work at the Gibraltar Mine on a 
lease from M. P. Fischer of Goodyears Bar, constructed a 
road of seven miles from a point on a road, which had 
earlier been built by the U. S. Forest Service up the north 
bank of now-named Empire Creek for about two miles 
northeast of Empire or Dodson's Ranch. The Huffman 
road, from its union with the Empire Creek road, 
ascended the mountain side to Red Oak Ridge and then 
its course was along this ridge and from it descended to 
the Gibraltar. 

RE-OPENING OF THE TELEGRAPH MINE 

In the Fall of 1969, Vernon Yuffman of Downieville, 
owner of the Telegraph Mine, with the financial support of 
Armin Speckert, Sr., began the work of opening up the 
mine --- a property generally considered to be possessed 
of one of the best potentials of the many mining 
properties of the county. In that year the portal of the old 
main tunnel was re-opened and the tunnel cleaned out 
and retimbered and new track laid , preparatory to the start 
of new development wor. 
(See the Chapter on : ACCOUNTS OF SOME MINES OF 
NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY for an account of more 
recent work at the Telegraph Mine.) 

NICE SPECIMENS FROM THE NORTH YUBA RIVER 

John Chakarun and Keith Higley, working their. Last 
Chance Claim on the North Yuba a half mile east of 
Downiville in the vicinity of the mouth of Hungrymouth 
Ravine during the Summer of 1976, recovered some very 
nice specimen gold, much of it being of a rough character 
--- being very little erosion-worn. The roughest pieces 
were found in slide material which came down 
Hungrymouth Ravine in the great slide of February of 
1936, which was caused by a torrential rainstorm. The 
slide material was identified by the rock composing it 
being angular which indicated that it was but little water
worn, and from them being of a differnet character from 
that of the usual boulders and gravel of the river. The slide 
scoured the ravine down to the bed-rock for Its entire 
length and temporarily dammed the river until the backed
up water, and its force swollen by the heavy rain, broke 
through the slide. 

Following the slide several thousand dollars worth of 
gold, much of it being nuggets of considerable size, were 
recovered by men who quickly worked the ravine with 
sluice boxes and by crevicing . 

Along with three-fourths of an ounce of gold the 
young men found in one smail crevice was an 1849 half
dime in good condition. 
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Snowshoe-Racing, Snowshoe-Making 

and About Snowshoe Thompson 

(A) HISTORY: 

Snowshoeing began in Northern Sierra and Southern 
Plumas Counties in 1853, when, it is said, someone 
brought Jo the region a pair of skiis --- then called 
snowshoes -- and which were often referred to as 
"Norway skates", and on which the miners learned to 
travel in the winter time, much of it being between their 
homes and where they WOrked in the mines. An un
confirmed report indicates that skiis were introduced into 
the region in the early 1850's by Norweigans who had 
come to this country and had found employment in the 
gold mines of Sierra and Plumas Counties. A letter to the 
Mountain Messenger of February 14, 1863, written by a 
man named Warren, tells us about snowshoeing and 
snowshoe racing: "Snowshoeing began upon the in
troduction of Norweigan snowshoes Into our country in 
1858. Each racer manu fa ctured his own dope or obtained 
it from some expert. Dopes vary according to the kind of 
snow and time of day the races are run. Hence, the first 
question, upon shaking hands with an acquaintance 
whom one has not seen for some time, is not, "How is 
your family?, but "What dope do you use?" In the 
Mountain Messenger of January 24, 1863, there is the 
item of news that: "Andrew Jackson, a Norwelgan, has 
wagered to run with Jake Lutz for $100, on Sunday, Feb. 
8th. The racing ground will be Sierra Hill between Cold 
Canyon and Poker Flat. Lutz lives at Newark and wears 
the champion belt won by him last winter." 

The demand for"snowshoes"soon became sufficiently 
great for it to become worthwhile for some to devote 
much of their time to the making of them, and so it was 
that in 1854 a man named Porter of Sawpit Flat, and nick
named "aid Buckskin", set up a shop to make 
"snowshoes". Portermade his "shoes" usually eight feet 

long and planed a groove from near the toe the balance of 
the entire length. They were made from selected Douglas 
Fir (a tree known to the Old-Timers as spruce), sections of 
which were split from the log, or in some cases, whip
sawed. Soon almost every mining settlement had its one 
or more "official" snowshoe makers. These first 
"snowshoes" were designed for traveling. But it was only 
a year or two from 1853 --- and we may be sure that In this 
interval Itself, there was some experimental racing --- that 

the men began to see how fast they could go on them and 
who would win in a downhill race --- and so snowshoe 
racing was begun . It is believed that this was the 
beginning of snowshoe racing in the United State, and, It 
is said, the first in th3 world. 

The first formally organized "snowshoe" or ski club 
was that named the Alturas Snowshoe Club which was 
formed in La Porte in December of 1866. The first ski 
tournament of the Un ited States, and it is said of the 
world, was held the following February on Lexington Hill 
at La Porte, the arrangements for which were made by a 
Racing Committee made up of a representative from each 
of the several mining settlements of the area. The 
Committee met, adopted rules, and made general 
arrangements for the tournament. This first meet was a 
great success, with about fifty snowshoers participating, 
and with several hundred watching, most of them being 
gathered near the finish line or the "poles". Some have 
advanced the entrancing Idea that the world's first ski lift 
was a ride in the buckets of the ore-tram of the Plumas
Eureka Mine at Johnsville. 

Snowshoe racing immediately became the greatest 
sport and the most exciting form of entertainment for the 
people of Sierra and Plumas Counties, and so it was that 
by the late 1850's, there were "official" snowshoe "tracks" 
at Howland Flat, st. Louis, Port Wine, Gibsonville, Poker 
Flat and Morristwon, as well as at La Porte in Northern 
Sierra; at Johnsville in Plumas County: and on the slope 
of Bald Mountain northeast of Forest City, in southern 
Sierra County. (Note: In 1866 by an Act of the State 
Legislature a section of the northwestern part of Sierra 
County bedame a part of Plumas County, and with it La 
Porte became a town of Plumas County.) Frank Steward, 
who later in the later 1860's it is thought, was to defeat 
Snowshoe Thompson in a cross-country race, was one of 
the first to train the racers for the Alturas Club. Snowshoe 
Race Tournaments were held regularly each winter, and it 
was common for more than one major meet to be con
ducted, with the meets being held at the courses or "hills" 
of several of the settlements. However, the greatest track 
and the one which witnessed the more Important tour
naments was that on Lexington Hill at La Porte. 

The competition was usually between teams of 
snowshoers from and representing a particular mining 

250 



Johnsville in Plumas 

town. Thus, teams from La Porte, Howland Flat, Gib
sonville, Porte Wine, Poker Flai, etc., would travel to the 
town where the races were to be held, and do their best to 
win the final race and become champion, more to bring 
honor to their town and to the team than to reap a per
sonal gratification. The Races were most commonly held 
during the months of February, March, and April, when 
snow conditions were ideal and when the snow lay deep 
enough to cover the brush on the hillsides. People by the 
hundreds journeyed to the site of the races, either in 
wagons or sleighs, on snowshoes, or by trail on foot. In 
the major tournaments so many participated that it 
required holding the races for two or three days. Then, 
too, the racing was expanded to include races for women 
and children, and this made it necessary to extend the 
tournaments beyond one day. The Snowshoe Races not 
only constituted the main sporting event in the lives of all 
of the people of the region, but they came to be one of the 
principal social events of the year, for the tournaments 
had their culmination in a Grand Ball that lasted from the 
evening through most of the night, and at which the 
winners were idolized. It was not ur~ommon for a dance 
to be held each night of the tornament. Thus, all in all, 
these great snowshoe events came to rival In importance 
the great Fourth of July Celebrations held in the towns. 
These Snowshoe Races form a glorious chapter in the 
history of the lives of the people. The races continued to 
be regularly held until 1911 when the last great tour
nament took place . at La Porte. 

In 1951 La Porte sought to renew the "Old-Time" 
Races and completed arrangements for a meet. The event 
was given wide publicity and succeeded in drawing Roy 
Mikkelsen - (the three-time national Jumping champion), 
Orrin Ellingsen, a divisional skiing champion, and Ronald 
Mangseth, a leader in skiing from Michigan. According to 
reports of the activities of the day, those riding the "oW 
time" twelve-foot racing skiis, won over the racers who 
were equipped with the much shorter hardwood skiis. It is 

County - Photo 1911 Courtesy: Edwin Berger 

reported that on the steeper part of the track the modern 
skiis held their own with the "long boards", but that on 
the part where the track flattened out, the "old time" 
snowshoes moved ahead and won "going away". Ad
ditional credit accrued to the "Old-Timers", for it was the 
dopes of Andy Modglin of Queen City and of J. A. Bean, 
made from old formulas, that were used on the shoes of 
the winners. It can be readily thought that there must have 
been some serious injuries so great was the speed of the 
racers, but in fact, there were extremely few such --- the 
worst usually being only a sprained ankle. Such was the 
confidance in the racers that there was no doctor in at
tendance at the races. 

Refreshments were provided at the races, the most 
important item of which was frequently a keg of beer 
placed at a discrete distance from the starting gate, and 
supplied usually by either a store or the local brewery. 
John Wolfe of Howland Flat, in the 1890's, was a steady 
contributor of this liquid refreshment for the races at that 
place. Tip Ryan, a well-liked miner of Gibsonville, who 
was wont to imbibe t.()-o freely on the occasions of the 
Races, was nevertheless a frequent rider. His "falls" while 
riding came more often than most, but he always 
managed to escape without serious injury. 

In 1869, Snowshoe Thompson, the fabled man who 
among other feats, carried the mail from Genoa in Nevada 
to Placervilie in the 1860's and 70's on snowshoes, a 
distance of eighty miies in an average time of fifteen 
hours, visited La Porte, coming all the way from the 
vicinity of Lake Tahoe. It is said that Thompson did not 
know about the special "dopes", and that when he 
watched the Sierra and Plumas "boys" on the slope he did 
not wish to participate. Another account of Thompson's 
visit says that he did participate in races, but that, mainly 
on account of his not using the right kind of dope, was 
defeated. Thompson was justly recognized for his ex
pertness on snowshoes, and for his stamina. Charles 
Hendel, the well-known civil engineer and map-maker of 
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Snowshoe Races at La Porte in 1948 - Andy Modglin (Rt. Center), Orson Ermatinger (Left Center) 

the La Porte area, beginning in the 1850's, wrote of 
Thompson: "He is a stout athletic man, handles his 
shoes in good style, and we believe is hard to beat on a 
travel in the long run, with an express bag of about 60 to 
120 pounds weight . But at our races, which can only be 
best by lightning, he runs behind like an ox team after a 
railroad car. He says he has been running since 
childhood, but such speed he never witnessed before. He 
went home with his brains and pockets full of dope which 
our boys kindly furnished him ." Additional Interesting 
information about Snowshoe Thompson and his visit to 
La Porte, follow this section on Racing. 

The race tracks varied in length from 800 to 1800 feet, 
depending upon the character of thenill on which' the 
course was laid out and where the starting and finishing 
gates were set. 

The riders attained fantastic speeds, the average often 
exceeding sixty miles per hour, which thought of in 
connection with the fact that the beginning of the race 
was from a standing start, meant that the maximum 
speeds attained must have been of the order of from 
seventy to eighty miles per hour. 

Charles Hendel, in an article on Snowshoe Racing, 
quotes the following that was taken from records that 
were kept by the several snowshoe clubs: 

At La Porte: Alturas Snowshoes Club. 1400 feet in 21 
seconds; 1200 feet in 15 seconds; 1230 feet in 14 seconds . 

At Port Wine: Port Wine Snowshoe Club. 1030 feet in 12 
seconds; 1025 feet in 12 seconds . 

Courtesy: Angus and Ida James 

At Howland Flat: Table Rock Snowshoe Club. 1400 feet in 
22 secs.; 
1250 feet in 21 seconds; 1265 feet in 25 seconds ; 
1135 feet in 20 seconds; 1380 feet in 19 seconds; 

1185 feet in 20 seconds. 
It is said that Tommy Todd, who rode in the 1870's and 
1880's, holds the all-time record of the area with a time of 
14 seconds on the La Porte track of 1804 feet. From this 
data Todd attained an average speed of 88 miles per hour! 

THE RACES 

Shortly before the actual running of the Races, men, 
usually other than the participants themselves, made 
"runs" down the hill about ten feet apart in order to make 
"tracks" for the racers to follow and thus greatly reduce 
the possibility of a collision, and to provide further in
surance that In the event a rider fell, he would not be run 
into by another rider. 

A single race was made up of a squad of four, six, or 
eight men, the number depending upon the total number 
of entrants in the tournament, and the determination of 
each man to a track was made by drawing numbers, with 
the rider drawing No.1 taking his position on track 1, etc. 
The judges and the time-keepers then took their positions 
at the finish line or "gate", and the starter gave his in
structions : "The first man through the poles, on his 
shoes, or on one shoe, wins . Anyone starting before the 
tap of the drum is disqualified." At the starting signal , 
which was the striking of a metal drum or a section of a 
broken circular-saw blade, the racers shoved off, 
vigorously poling as many times as they could or until 
their acceleration exceeded their poling efforts . (Note: 
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Snowshoe Racers Lined Up for the Start of 

Some reports about the races state that a rider was 
permitted to "pole" only three times, but the consensus is 
that a rider could use his pole at the start of a race as 
many times as he thought best.) With the tap of the drum, 
a colored handkerchief was dropped to give a visual signal 
to the judges and time-keepers that the race had started. 

Though it was known which man rode in a particular 
track or lane, it was common for the riders to wear dif
ferent-colored bandannas around their heads, which 
served as a ready identification of them as they swept 
down the hill. The bandannas also kept hair from blowing 
across the eyes and lent even more color to the event. The 
riders, through with their poling at the start, squatted low 
on bent knees to reduce the resistance of the air, held the 
pole angling across their bodies in a position of reduced 

. air resistance and in readiness to place between their legs 
and sit upon in order to brake to a stop after crossing the 
finish line. The snow flew high and wide, obliterating tbe 
riders, as they came to stops, and furrows were made 
which had to be smoothed out before the next race could 
be run. Roy Post, a long-time resident of La Porte, toid 
the writer that as a boy, he had the job of smoothing out 
the furrows. 

The winners of each squad race then competed, and in 
this manner the champion or final winner was determined. 
Money forthe purses, which amounted to several hundred 
dollars, came from donations by the business houses of 
the mining towns, and from the entrance fees paid by the 
riders. The winners were usually rewarded in gold coins, 
the frequent denomination being the twenty-dollar gold 
piece. 

Several of those who rode in races held in the 1860's as 
given in an account of a race at La Porte in February of 
1867, were : Charles Barnes of La Porte; Robert Oliver, 
Peter Zendo, William France, N. Nohrman, and Robert 

a Race at La Porte in the Early 1900's 

Courtesv: California State librarv 

Francis of Sawpit Flat; and D. McDoud of Washington 
Hill . Following are the names of some of those who 
participated in these famous races from the 1870's into 
the early 1900's: Jake and Art Gould, Frank Steward, 
John, Ed, George, and Fred Williams, Henry and Charlie 
Hewitt, Louis, Lester, Johnny, and W. Hillman, Mike, 
Joe, and Armedlo Bustillos, all of La Porte; Tommy Todd, 
Bill and Charles Cosker, J. Moriarity, Tom, Ed, Jim, 
George, and Will Hayes, and Tom Costello of Howland 
Flat; Chas. and Robb Scott of Poker Flat; George and 
Oliver Caya of Port Wine; John J. Barrett of Gibsonville; 
Jim and Neil Mullen; Leonard and Clyde O'Rouke; Will, 
Alfred, and Mose Primeau; Dick, Alfred, and Frank 
McGrath; Henry and Orson Ermatlnger; Weston, Frank 
and W. C. Quigley; Jim and Andy Modglin; Malcom and 
Gilbert MacFarland; Harold and Ed Pike; Frank Cayot; 
John Madden; Matt Judge; Louie Sibley, Charlie Baker; 
Percy Sherman; Oroville Squires; Len France; Henry 

. ' Alexander; R. James; W. G. Reed; E. Ke'lIeghan; James 
Phillips; and Ed Wylie and Johnnie Morris of Forest City. 

SNOWSHOE "DOPE" 

During the short period when only traveling 
shoeshoes were used, and before the advent of the 
development of the special racing snowshoes, certain 
substances, such as paraffin and bees' wax, were rubbed 
on the bottom surfaces of the "shoes" to prevent the snow 
from sticking, and to give a better gliding surface. But 
with the beginning of Snowshoe Racing the above Simple 
preparations gave way in a flood to the making of various 
"dopes", and the development of highly specific formulas 
which were kept secret and which called for various 
ingredients, some of which were uncommon to the area 
and which likewise were kept secret. Soon, "dopes" were 
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developed to be used specifically for certain kinds ofil 

. 

a, 

. 

I ,I 	 snow --- for hard, soft, or "corn" snow --- for hot days and 
for cold days, and for races in the morning and in the 
afternoon. Dope making became both a science and an 
art, with not only the proper ingredients and the correct I~ 

~ 

'Ii 

amount of each being necessary for a "good dope", but 
also the manner of each being necessary for a "good 
dope", but also the manner In which the ingredients were 

, 

untied being a crucial factor, i.e., the order in which the 
substances were added; at what temperature the 

{ ,.. , ingredients were "cooked"; and whether the dope was 
suddenly cooled or left to cool at a slow rate, became Just 
as important. 

So important was dope considered that the riders were 
generally regarded as riding for a certain dope maker, and 
the dope maker shared in the purse of the rider. In reports 
of races full credit was given to the makers of dope, with 
the common statement that a race was won by a certain 
rider using a certain man's dope. It was a cardinal sin not 
to mention the name of the maker of the dope of the riders 
on the winning snowshoes. 

Some of the makers of the best dope were: 

Johnnie Madden of Gibsonville 

Chas. Scott of Poker Flat 

The Schofield Brothers of Hepsidam 

Jake Gould, Henry Hewitt, Will Mullen, C. E. Pike, 

John Williams, and Frank Steward of La Porte. 

George Caya and L. W. France of Port Wine. 

E. B . Sanford and T. Dudley of Forest City 
Hiram Walker and A. J. Howe of Howland Flat 

The following recipes for dope are from an old 
notebook of Henry Hewitt. It is thought that these recipes 

'11" are basically like those of John Madden.:! 

No.2 	 No.1 

% oz, -- Paraffine 1J4 oz. -- Paraffine 
11/2 oz. -- Sperm 1 oz. -- Sperm 
1 oz, -- Fir Balsam 1 oz. -- Fir Balsam 

NO.3 [For a Rainy Day] No.4 

% oz. -- Paraffine 1/4 oz. -- Paraffine 
1 oz. -- Hemlock Gum 1V2 oz. -- Sperm 

(Some trees are near 1 oz, -- Fir Balsam 
Mount Fillmore) "To make this dope, n 

oz . -- Sperm 	 sperm and paraff 
oz . -- Fir Balsam 	 together, when melt 

cool in snow as quick 
possible." 

"To change No. 1, put balsam In with sperm 
paraffine, cook 15 minutes; let cool In cup." 

"To make 5 and 6 pieces of dope: --- To No.'s 2 an, 
put balsam in and cook and cool as in NO.4." 

Other substances which were common to most dOl 
but in varying proportions, were: camphor, castor 
glycerine, spruce oil, and Burgundy pitch. 

SNOWSHOE MAKING 

Snowshoes or ski is used in early times were of 
types: 1 . Those designed for traveling; and 2. those m 
for racing . There were, of course, slight variations In 
dimensions of each type varying with the particular m; 
and the particular "likings" of the men who were to 
them. 
RACING SNOWSHOES varied from 10% to 131/2 fee 
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Port Wine Snowshoe 

length, with the most common lengths being 12 and 
12 Yz feet; widths varied from 3 % to 4 Yz Inches with 4 
and 4 \'4 being the most common. The Douglas Fir or 
"spruce" split timber was tapered to a ful15/B Inch at the 
hell , and to a thickness of 5/16 Inch at the toe or tip. A 
full inch and a half was left under the shoe strap. 
TRAVELING SNOWSHOES were commonly B1I2 or 9 feet 
long, 4 inches wide, and a full inch and an eighth under 
the strap. 

In making a pair of snowshoes a piece of well
seasoned and straight-grained Douglas Fir or "spruce" 
was selected , that had been split from a section of the 
tree. The blank was then split or sawed lengthwise to 
provide the basic material for the two shoes. Never was 
one shoe made from one piece of timber and the second 
shoe from another piece. They must be matched in all 
respects as near as possible . The bottoms of the two 
pieces were planed smooth and the sides planed the 
desired width, it being a common practice to make the 
snowshoes a quarter Inch wider at the toe than at the heel. 
Next the top surfaces were planed down. 

During this process of planing the maker tests for the 
balancing point of the snowshoes by balancing the shoes 
on his fingeroron a narrow stick . Two straps made of fine 
sole shoe leather, each about three inches wide and three 
to four inches long are then carefully fitted Into shallow 
recesses cut into the sides at a point so that when the 
S~o~shoes are held by the rear edge of the strap, the tip 
Will n~e. Thu~, when being ridden, the tips will not dig In, 
but Will rest lightly on the snow and and so will ride over a 
bump more smoothly. In racin~ skils 12112 feet long the 
distance from the heel to the foot strap Is about 5 feet 2 
inches. 

Club at La Porte in 1897 Courtesy: Cal i fornia State Library 

The heel of the snowshoes are then nicely rounded, 
the top surfaces slightly rounded at the edges and given a 
slight crown , and a groove one and a quarter to one and a 
half inches wide, and tapering in depth from nothing near 
thetip t05/16inch at the heel Is planed downthemlddleof 
the bottoms, being careful not to extend the groove all the 
way to the end of the toe, but stopping It about fifteen 
inches from the end. 

(NOTE: It was interesting to note that in an article by 
Charles Hendel that he spoke of making this bottom 
groove "narrower at the back end than at the front.") The 
idea behind this particular construction apparently was 
that the slig htly greater width of the groove at the tip left a 
ridge in the snow that was very gradually made narrower 
as the snowshoe progressed overthe snow and thus made 
the snowshoe run truer.) 
The tips of the two shoes for a distance of at least 
eighteen inches are then steamed for a time sufficient to 
make the wood pliable so that the tips may be bent with 
the aid of a form. When the t ips have been thoroughly 
dried by leaving in the bending form for a day or so, the 
form is removed and the tips given an art istic shaping . 
The particular character of this shaping of tne tip was 
often the trademark of a particular maker. 

When the snowshoes have been carefully planed and 
balanced they are sanded with a fine grit saridpaper or 
emery cloth and the bottom surfaces and edges are tarred 
using Pine Tar. In tarring, the Pine Tar Is painted on with a 
dauber for a distance of about two feet at a time, after 
which the snowshoe is run slowly through a flame or 
carefully heated with a gasoline blow-torch until the tar 
begins to blister, after which the excess tar Is rubbed off 
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Johnsville 

with a cloth. To give a good water-proof coating this 
process is repeated two or three times. After tarring, the 
top surfaces are stained and varnished --- in some cases 
the entire surfaces, top as well as bottoms and sides, are 
tarred --- the leather foot straps are attached and heel 
cleats made of hard wood are screwed into place at the 
proper distance from the straps, a distance which 
depends upon the shoe size of the rider. 

All that remains to finally prepare the snowshoes for 
use is the application of the dope. This is done by 
daubing some of the dope on the bottoms and sides 
beginning with the toe of the ski and then working the 
dope onto and into the wood by using the heel of the right 
hand --- proceeding always in a direction from the toe to 
the heel. The natural warmth of the hand and the heat of 
friction melts the dope slightly and so permits the ap
plication of a thin, highly polished and durable coat. 
Many, in doping their skiis prefer to apply a light coat to 
the top surfaces as well as the bottoms and sides. 

It is generally thought that John Madden was the 
supreme craftsman of racing and traveling snowshoes, 
particularly the former type. Through the years of racing, 
shoes made by him came to be greatly prized, and long 
after racing ceased in 1911, there were sti II a few pairs 
held by people with a kind of reverence. The writer 
inquired of both Truman Gould and Frank Reilly of La 
Porte, in the Summer of 1970, if they knew of any of 
Madden's shoes being in existence, but they believed that 
there were not. Mr. Gould believes that he had the last two 
pair of Madden's snowshoes, but that they were burned 

Photo about 1916 Courtesy: George Pezzola 

when his General Store In La Porte was destroyed by fin 
in 1967. 

A fine pair of racing snowshoes made by Lou!! 
Hillman, one of the later period of racers, can be seen II 
Reilly's Cafe and Bar In La Porte, which Is operated b' 
Vaughn Webb; and In the General Store of Mr. and Mrs 
Mellow in Strawberry, there are two pair of racing ski!. 
which are said to be among the last made In the area, on' 
pair built by Orson Ermatinger of Mt. Pleasant and th' 
other pair by J. A. Bean and Robert Hecker of Scales an! 
Strawberry. These snowshoes were used in the revival 0 

the races in 1951 and the rider on one of the pair was tho 
winner of a race. In the Museum of the State Park a 
Johnsville in Plumas County there is a beautiful pair 0 
racing skiis made by Steve Pezzola especially for exhibi 
at the Museum. As we have already noted. "Old Buckskin 
Porter is credited with making the first snowshoes of tho 
Sierra-Plumas region in the early 1850's. 

Guy Livermore of Scales was one of the makers of th 
best traveling snowshoes from the 1890's to 1920. Som 
of h is shoes featured lateral notches that were Inclined t, 
the rear, cut on the bottoms which had the design c 
preventing the skiis from slipping backwards whe 
traveling up hill. In later times from the 1890's through th 
1930's, Michael J . Sinnott was considered one of the be~ 
makers of snowshoes, most of his being traveling skli~ 
Mr. Sinnot from 1900 to 1930, in Downieville, made man 
snowshoes for the residents of the area, Including man 
for the children on orders from parents who gave them t 
their youngsters as a Christmas present. Josep 
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Three Snowshoe Racers of the "Over North" Country 

Courtesy: Don Lawrence 

~vezzola of Downieville and Steve Pezzola of Johnsville 
ere also fine makers of skiis in this later period. 

In early times, Charles Hendel, a young civil engineer, 
...who had come to La Porte in 1851, and who became 

lown for his engineering and map-making abilities, 
rote of Snowshoe Racing, with one of his articles being 

printed in the Mining and Scientific Press, and also being 
..Qublished in a Mountain Messenger of 1869. In com

arativeiy recent times, Bill Berry has contributed articles 
1 Snowshoe Racing to the Lincoln-Mercury Times for 

January-February of 1954 and The Skier of March 1967. In 
J.tle Sierra County Historical Society's Quarterly of March 

no, there is an interesting and informative article by 
Irs . Georgene Copren of Sierraville. 

DATA ON RACING SNOWSHOES 

Length --- 12 feet, 6 inches 
Width ---- 4 inches 
Thickness under strap --- 1Yz inches 
Tapers to full Y2 inch at the back or heel 
5 feet 2 inches from the heel to the beginning of the strap 
Thickness at the toe or tip ---5/16 inch 
Pole --- 6 feet 7 inches long. 
Button Diameter --- 4% inches 
Top surface rounded but very little. 
Make the "shoes" slightly wider at the toe than at the 
heel, i.e., about 1/4 inch. 
An article by Charles Hendel states that the bottom 
groove "is about 1 Y2 inches wide, and narrower at the back 
end than at the front." 

Before beginning the work of shaping the snowshoes 
from the blank or stock, mark on each shoe the center 
point of the leather foot straps, making the "heel length", 
i.e., the length from the heel to the middle of the strap, 
four ninths 4/9 of the total length of the snowshoe. The 
"toe length", i.e., the length from the tip of the toe to the 
middle of the strap will thus be five ninths 5/9 of the total 
length of the snowshoe. (1) 

After marking the position of the straps, the stock is 
planed to the proper width for its full length and the 
bottom of the stock is planed smooth. 

Next, lines are run on the narrow edge surfaces of the 
stock, marking the thickness under the strap and allowing 
a distance of one foot on the top surface to be flat, which 
one-foot-surface will serve as the position of the foot 
when in position on the snowshoe. In marking for this 
one-foot-surface, allow seven (7) inches of the distance to 
extend from the rear edge of the strap. (Strap width 
should be about 2 3,4 inches) 

The lines along the narrow edges should taper from 
the full thickness of 3,4 inch at the heel to the thickness 
under the strap (which in a 9-foot snowshoe should be 
one and one fourth inches (1 Y2), and from the strap taper 
to a thickness of one-fourth (11,4), inch at the toe or tip . 

A hand rip saw is used for sawing along these marked 
lines. With this operation completed the snowshoes are 
brought to approximate shape. 

----------~~------------~/--------------~~ 


DIMENSIONS OF A PAIR OF M. J. SINNOT SNOWSHOES 

Following are the dimensions of a fine pair of nine-foot bend of the toe) 
·....traveling snowshoes made by the author's father, Michael Depth of bottom groove: 1,4 inch. (Tapering as it ap

I. Sinnott: proaches the toe and being zero six inches from the start 
Vidth of bottom groove: 1 1/8" (Tapering as it approaches of the bend). 


the toe and endinQ six inches from the beginning of the 
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Snowshoe Racers at 

In February of 1863, according to an article in the 
MOUNTAIN MESSENGER of the 7th of that month 
contributed by 'MAJOR', a snow-shoe race was being 
planned between Jackson, the champion rider of Cold 
Canyon, and a man named Dolley. However, it appears 
that the latter Injured a leg while practicing and could not 
compete. When the race was held on Monday, February 
9th at Sierra Hil" Ike Zent, representing Whiskey 
Diggings, was Jackson's competitor. Included in the 
following article by WARREN, which appeared in the 
February 14th issue of the MOUNTAIN MESSENGER, is 
the result of this race: 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
"The long expected snow shoe race between Jackson 

of Cold Cannon, and all Whisky Diggings, came off last 
Monday at Sierra Hill, as per programm"e. Before I attempt 
to describe the race proper, I desire to take a casual view, 
retrospective and otherwise, of snow shoes, as an 
acknowledged and permanent institution among us. 
Nearly all will remember the days when locomotion in the 
winter season was actually impossible, except in large 
companies, or when the snow had sufficiently firm to 
support the weight of a man; in consequence of which 
many a poor fellow has passed to his long home for want 
of grub, and a great many others have perished in the 
snow in the vain endeavor to reach a friendly shelter. 
Many instances of such deaths must be fresh in the 
remembrance of nearly everyone. This state of things was 
completely changed upon the introduction of Norwelgan 
snow shoe in 1858, though they did not come Into general 
use until 1859. By means of these a person, when 
compelled to visit places remote from his residence, 
could travel from point to point with as much safety, If not 

La Porte - Early 1900's Courtesy: Truman Gould 

with the same speed and comfort, as he could In II 
summmer time. From the earliest use of snow shoes, 
was found that something was necessary to be done 
order to prevent the snow from adhering to them, and thl 
impeding their progress. Hence, oil, tallow, varnish, ar 
other substances, were resorted to for this purpose, un 
it became manifest that the speed of the shoe could I 
greatly accelerated by giving the proper character to th 
auxiliary power, or dope. Consequently, since snow sh( 
races have become popular, the attention of adepts h; 
been directed to the production of an article that shou 
excel that of every competitor. Each one manufactures h 
own dope, or employs some expert (under strict i 
junction of secrecy) to make it for him; so, of course, y( 
will readily perceive that there are as many kinds of dOl 
as there are different sects of Christian worshippers 
perhaps more. There is the right kind of dope for a co 
day, or a warm day, for hard crust or soft snow, for eal 
in the morning or late in the evening. We have the "frorr 
to 1a o'clock" dope, the "from 2 to 4" dope, and t' 
"skedaddle" dope. Then, there is the dope potenti; 
which rejoices in the possession of a ponderous lo( 
cognomen, as "Whisky Diggings" dope, Richmond Hi 
dope, "Howland Flat" dope, etc:, etc.; so that, before Y' 
can make any calculations u~on a man's speed, it 
necessary to ascertain what dope he uses. Everybody a 
his brother now run on dope; they have dope with th' 
meals, dope with their drink (and some often get pre' 
well doped too) dope in the tunnel, and dope at t 
theatre; and if anything in this letter shall make t 
frequent use of the word appear as ridiculous to yc 
Howland Flat readers as it does to me, it is to be hop 
that the public taste will be Improved thereby . Howe' 
much we may be doped, there is not denying the fact It 
snow shoes are a great institution, and in periods 
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inactivity like the present they afford a very exciting and 
healthful recreation to the adult male population, as well 
as supply at all proper times a most delightful exercise to 
the women and children. Nothing could be more innocent 
--- nothing more proper. 

But to the subject of this letter. The race before 
alluded to, after having been postponed on account of the 
weather, from Sunday to the first fair day, came off about 
2 P. M. on Monday last, in presence of quite a crowd of 
literally fast men from the neighboring towns of Pine 
Grove, Poker Flat, Cold Canon, Gibsonville Whisky, etc. 
The friends of Jackson appeared quite enthusiastic and 
confident. It was not generally understood until we 
reached the "course" -- when the fact was announced --
that Ike Zent was the man selected by the Whisky 
Diggings magnates to battle in their behalf and maintain, 
if possible, the ancient reputation of Whisky for fast men. 
The race, as heretofore announced in the Messenger, was 
for $1 00 a side. A great many outside bets were made, and 
probably $1,000 were lost and won on the result of the 
race. I heard of one miner from Poker Flat who invested 
$300 on Jackson and doubled his capital. A few words will 
suffice to describe the race: At the word "go" the two men 
got a fair and even start, on ground comparatively level, 
and before they reached the steep part of the course, 
where the fast running was to be expected, Jackson was 
so far ahead of h is competitor that Zent threw out his pole 
and stopped himself, remarking to his friends, "It is of no 
use to run through; this wax will not work." 
So you will perceive that the race apparently was lost on 
the part of the Whisky boys from a lack of care in 
preparing their dope. Jackson, not knowing that Zent had 
stopped, ran through, with I think, about the average 
speed of a pigeon. It was estimated, by those qualified to 
judge, that he made the half mile in less than twenty 
seconds . It is our turn to exult, (for, of course, we claim 
Jackson , as living on the south side of Slate Creek), and 
you may rest assured that we do not neglect the op
portunity, as no one can tell how soon the boot may be on 
the other leg. Dope. At present we have a right to say 
"Great is dope, and Jackson is its prophet", by whom we 
all swear --- Dope. 

Yours truly, 

WARREN 


Howland Flat, Feb'y 12th, 1863 


A SNOWSHOE RACE AT ST. lOUIS 

The following account by "X Y Z" of a Snowshoe Race 
between William Horn and Henry Fink on the track at St. 
Louis in March of 1863 is a picturesque description and 
conveys a vivid sense of much of the atmosphere 
surrounding such races whether they were group or in
dividual competitions. The Editor of the MOUNTAIN 
MESSENGER comments preliminary to the letter of "X Y 
Z": 

SNOW SHOEING: 
"This healthy amusement seems to claim a large share 

of attention in this town just at present. A correspondent 
furnishes us a lengthy aCC0unt of the recent race, which 
precludes the necessity of any editorial remarks from us 
concerning the same. We learn from private sources that a 
club of twenty-five snow-shoers In St. Louis challenged 
equal number from Pine Grove, to run a race for a 
champagne supper. The challenge was promptly ac
cepted, the course staked out, and the race will take place 
next Tuesday, on the same hill on which the race was run 
last Sunday. Each club is to choose eleven of its best 

runners to compete in the race. It is our impression the 
boys will have a pleasant and jovial time. 

"Here is what our correspondent says:" 

MR. EDITOR: 
"According to announcement, the great snow shoe 

race between Wm . Horn and Henry W. Fink took place on 
Sunday last. It was a beautiful spring day, and long before 
racing time the business section of SI. Louis presented 
the appearance of a minature forest of snowshoes, several 
hundred visitors from neighboring towns having arrived 
and stacked their wooden propellers in the principal 
street. A little before three o'clock P. M . the army of 
spectators moved, taking up their line of march towards 
the classically named racing ground --- the Five POints. 
The hill is not very steep, and the course is only 300 yards 
in length. Numerous experts improved the opportunity of 
exhibiting their skill on snowshoes, and were constantly 
descending the hill in quick succession, with flight as 
rapid as the wind. It is truly an interesting sight to see an 
adept on snowshoes skimming smoothly down over the 
rounding surface of the hill, and passing the stakes with 
graceful ease --- a perfect illustration of "the poetry of 
motion", equalled only by the sparkling tears o'er the 
crimson cheek of a rustic maiden. (Ahem! where did I 
leave off?) Oh yes --- but they didn't all arrive at the goal in 
safety, for many of the boys showed their "dexterity" in 
measuring a dozen or twenty lengths in the snow, while 
others performed various evolutions, "too numerous to 
mention", in a parallel position. At three o'clock 
everything was in readiness and the track cleared. The 
judges took their station. They were five in number, and 
all being fair men (comparatively handsome), and of good 
standing in the community, it is unnecessary for me to 
report their names. About five hundred spectators with 
"beating hearts and anxious eyes" lined the track. "Fair
haired youth" and "beautiful women" swelled the ranks of 
the eager multitude. The word "go" was finally given, 
when the contestants took an even start and came 
"polling" down the hill as if for dear life. Fink (the 
shoemaker) is ahead --- he rides prettily, passes the stake 
handsomely, "waxing" his man by 150 to 200 feet. Mr. 
Horn fell some distance from the goal. Fink swept the 
stakes without a dissenting voice. They were $300, being 
the largest bet of the season on snow shoeing. The 
distance run was altogether too short, being only 900 feet. 
The champion'S time was ten seconds. Both contestants 
had previously passed over the ground in less time. Mr. 
Horn is a saloon keeper, who sells "much larger beer", 
and, notwithstanding lager beer is generally considered a 
slow stimulant among the boys, they nearly all backed 
friend Horn, and consequently heartily sympathize with 
him in his "Waterloo defeat" . We all unite in wishing him 
better luck next time, hopin that his dope will not again 
come out at the little end of the horn. Another race is 
expected next week, between the St. Louis and Pine 
Grove clubs. They will probably run some week day. You 
may expect to hear from me again." 

Yours, etc., X. Y. Z. 

SNOWSHOE RACES 

Mt. Messenger of March 14, 1863: Wm. Horn and Henry 
Fink had a snowshoe race at Five Points Hill at St. Louis. 
Fink won by 150 to 200 feet on the 900 toot track. His time 
was 10 seconds. 

M. M. of July 8, 1876 : "Jack Wolfe of Monte Cisto is 
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Snowshoe Races at La Porte on Lexington Hill in the 1880's 

gathering balsam with which to make snowshoe dope." 

M. M. of.Febraury 6, 1892: "R. J. Sinnott, his brother 
Mike, and John Lucas on Tuesday made the trip on 
snowshoes from Howland Flat to Downieville and traveled 
on snow nearly to town, -- a very good record for the boys 
at this time off year, -- in just five hours. R. J.'S 
Snowshoes are 'fl iers', about the best we've seen, made 
by John Madden of Gibsonville, who, the boys say over 
there, 'is the boss shoemaker'." 

M. M. of April 29, 1893: "Two pairs of snowshoes made 
by John Madden of Gibsonville were sent to the World's 
Fair. One pair is 12 feet long and is used for racing, and 
the other pair is nine and one-half feet long and is used in 
travelling." 

Following is a poem by Miner entitled "The Snowshoe 
Races", that appeared in one of the newspapers of the 
County, and which also is included in Major Downie's 
book: "H unting for Gold". 

The Snowshoe Races 

When snow lies deep on every hill 

Silence reigns, -- the birds are still, 

Where gold is nestling in the mines 

And dark cliffs rest among the pines, 

The earth is robed in purest white! 

The sun gives out its dazzling light! 

The snowshoe racers each in place, 

The given signal starts the race! 

People in cities can never know 

How jolly it is to glide o'erthe snow! 


Courtesy: Mrs. Sophie Lassiat Hill 

Down the mountain like birds in flight, 

Or meteors on a starry night, - 

Bending low to miss the breeze! 

Flying past the stately trees! 

Rushing down to flat below, 

Dancing o'er the lovely snow! 

Falling, rolling, seeing stars, - 
Hear the laughing crowds' hurrahs! 

Down the valley where oranges grow, 

They miss all the fun we have in the snow. 


The ladies, too, with modest grace 

Will take their chance to win the race . 

Their hearts may beat with fear or hope, 

But each has got her lightning "dope", - 

The signal's given -- off they go! 

Pull wild at starting, -- scratching snow! 

(And if the dears are not experts, 

The air seems filled with snow and skirts.) 

They try again! with face aglow, -

Determined to win or diE! in the snow! 


When dark shades o'er the hills advance, 

The sport ends with a social dance; 

Chill winter thus his pleasures brings, 

And water flows with early springs. 

Then glittering gold that lay below 

Is brought to light by melting snow! 

The track is gone, but beaming faces, 

Witf'l glee recall the snowshoe races. 

People in cities and valleys may know 

When spring rills run there's gold in the snow! 
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Group from Port Wine and Howland Flat in La Porte about 1910 to Participate in Snowshoe Races. 

Courtesy : Truman Gould 

"SNOWSHOE" THOMPSON AT LA PORTE: IN MEMORYOF 

FOllowing is an article which appeared in the JOHN A. THOMSON 
MOUNTAIN MESSENGER of March 6, 1869, which tells NATIVE OF NORWAY -- DEPARTED THIS LIFE MAY 15, 
something about Snowshoe Thompson's visit to the races 1876. 
being held at La Porte at that time. AGED49YEARS16DAYS 

The description of his traveling snowshoes is very GONE BUT NOT FORGOTIEN 
interesting. 

The book: History of the Sierra Nevada by Frances 
"We have often heard of the famous Snow-Shoe runner Farquhar -- Un iversity of California Press -- 1965 -

by the name of Thompson, but never knew until recently Berkeley and Los Angeles --- spells his name Thompson, 
that he was a tangible, a living reality . Mr. Thompson had not Thomson, and a note in this book states that 
heard of snowshoe races, and to satisfy his curiosity he "Thomson" is the correct Norwegian spelling. 
attended those recntly held at La Porte. He veni vidied but 
did not vici a bit. In fact when he saw some of our runners "SNOW SHOE"THOMPSON 
make a trip, he said he did not want any in his. There is 
no doubt but that Thompson is a good traveler on the The following remarkable letter of "Snow Shoe" 
snow, but he had the frankness to acknowledge when he Thompson, the man who became famous for his ex
saw the boys run, that he knew nothing about racing . The pertness on snow-shoes and for his great endurance 
shoes brought along by Thompson were a curiosity. It demonstrated by his carrying of the mail between Genoa 
is reported that they were turned up at both ends, about in the State of Nevada to Placerville in California, was 
seven feet long, convex on the bottom, and innocent of discovered in an issue of the Mountain Messenger of 1869 
any acquaintance with "dope". In fact he never knew what as taken from an issue of the Alpine Chronicle of the same 
dope was until he saw it at the races. The Union gave year: 
notice that Mr. Thompson was coming up to put our boys 
on their metal. Will it now state that Thompson was an SNOW SHOE CHALLENGE: The following challenge is 
extensive failure as a racer?" offered on behalf of Snow Shoe Thompson and the Alpine 
In the book: THE SIERRA, by W. Storrs Lee -- G. P. Boys: 
Putnam's Sons - New York -- 1962 -- the real name of Editors: Alpine Chronicle: 
"Snowshoe" Thompson is stated to be Jon Torteinson The Downieville Messenger says I had heard of snow 
Rui. He adopted the alias of John A. Thompson. shoe races, and to satisfy my curiosity, I attended those 

He died at his ranch in Carson Valley on May 15,1876, at La Porte. I did go to La Porte, expecting to see some 
at the age of 49, and is buried at Genoa, Nevada. scientific snow shoe racing, but I was disapPointed; it 

The grave-stone reads: was nothing but "dope racing" and is unworthy of the 
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name of snow shoeing. It is nothing more than a little 
improvement on coasting down the hill on a handsled. 
The improvement is that instead of uprights and 
crossbars from one runner to the other they make their 
legs and crotch answer this purpose, and they no more 
control overtheir shoes than a boy has over his sled. They 
have exhibited some skill in making dope, but all they 
gain in this is that they make about the same time on a hili 
of 15 degrees that a man would without dope on a hill of 
30 degrees. The "dope riders" at La Porte are good, clever 
fellows, but they have no more right to call themselves 
scientific snow shoers than a man with steel skates on 
smooth ice, who with a spiked pole placed between his 
legs, pushes himself straight ahead, should be called a 
scientific skater. 

Now, I, on behalf of the Alpine Boys, make these 
propositions to the Plumas and Sierra Boys or "any other 
man" in the State: Come to Alpine County next Winter 
and run with us. We will run you for $1 ,000 a side for each 
one of the following, viz: 
First: Against time; you to select your hillside, and then 
we will select ours. 
Second; Side-by-side; we to select the hillside. 
Third: Over a precipice fifteen-feet high, without the use 
of pole, the one jumping the furtherest without failing to 
take the purse. 
Fourth: From the top to the bottom of the highest and 
heaviest-timbered mountain we can find. 
Fifth: and last run to be from the topof Silver Mountain 
Peak to the town of .Silver Mountain. The altitude of the 
Peak i~f11 ,000 feet, 4,000 above town, and distant four 
miles. 

Now, Boys of Plumas and Sierra, come over here; we 
will treat you well, and if you win our money you are 
welcome. If you come, be sure and bring that Messenger 
man along with you, and I will bet him $100 that if he 
attempts to follow me on snow shoes for one day he will 
break his neck before night. For the information of those{'.:-.. ., who have not seen my snow shoes I will give the 
dimensions: They are 9 feet long; turned up in front and 
flat-bottomed; 4 inches wide In front, 3V2 inches behind, 
and 1 V2 Inches thick in the center. 

J. A. THOMPSON, (SNOW SHOE THOMPSON) 

The ALPINE CHRONICLE adds the following com
ment: 

"As THE MESSENGER rather disparaged our man we 
will cite what he has done, and he can do It again for an 
object: Mr. Thompson, with a heavy bag upon his back, 
nas frequently run three miles in five minutes; has 
jumped precipices and landed ninety feet, right side up, 
from the starting point; has command of his shoes to 
such an extent that on the steepest and heaviest-timbered 
mountains he glides among the obstructions like the 
skater on ice; at ever so great a speed he will touch or 
pass within an inch of any designated obJect; he has 
often carried the mail from Genoa to Placerville eighty 
miles in fifteeen hours running time; he runs standing, 
and in coming down the mountains he does not check 
himself with the pole, but turns up hill when he wants to 
stop. Now, we have stated what one of our Alpine Boys 
has done, and can do. We hope this challenge will be 
accepted. We accept the wager of the hundred dollars 
against our Messenger friend's neck." 

ALPINE CHRONICLE 

The MOUNTAIN MESSENGER replied to the above 

letter of Snow Shoe Thompson in an article in the sam
issue: 

"The above from Snow-Shoe Thompson was evolv~ 
by a paragraph published some time since in th, 
MESSENGER. We presume Thompson felt somewha 
chagrined at not being able to hold his own with ou 
racers, but that's none of our bUSiness. If Thompson wa 
ignorant of snow-shoe raCing, and did not becom 
sensible of his ignorance until he got a long ways fror 
home, it is not our fault. Had Thompson applied to us fc 
information before he left his Alpine heights to brave th 
"cold world's scorn", he would have got It at the lowes 
cash price...... ..................... , .. , .. Thompson COlT. 
plains that racing here is nothing but "dope racing". Wh· 
said it was anything else? Everybody over here knows tha 
it is "dope" that wins. You need not have traveled all th 
way from Alpine to learn that ......... . ... ......" 

In regard to the challenge, we can find you plenty c 
men who will run you any kind of a race you dare mention 
and put up the money on it. . ......... . . We will come If yOI 
will pay traveling expenses or we will pay your expense. 
to come over here ........... If Mr. Thompson suppose: 
that because our races are on a smooth track, no one her. 
can ride snow-shows in the timber, he is badly fooled a: 
that celebrated colt of his once was." 

A RACE BETWEEN SNOWSHOE THOMPSON 

AND FRANK STEWART 


NOTE:_T.he writer was telling Jim Dugan of Downievill 
about the letter of Snowshoe Thompson and had th 
pleasure of recelving,thefollowlng very interesting piece c 
information: Mr. Dugan related how the wife of Fran 
Stewart, when she later I ived in Challenge after the deat 
of her husband --- who was one of the better snowshoer 
in northern Sierra County and Plumas County ----- tolt 
him how Frank had challenged Snowshoe Thompson to . 
cross-country race and had defeated him. Mr. Dugan die 
not learn whether the race was held in Sierra, Plumas, 0 
Alpine county. The making note of this event does not, 0 
course, imply that Snowshoe Thompson was not a grea 
and durable man on snowshoes, which he unquestionabl 
was, and to which the record of his many exploit: 
adequately testify, but it is testimony that on occasion: 
the best can be beaten. Likely, in a return match 
Thompson would have made the better time. 

MORE ABOUT SNOWSHOE THOMPSON 

IN SIERRA AND PLUMAS COUNTIES 


The Mountain Messenger of December 7th, 1929 
contains an article which was printed In the Grass Valle· 
Union and which originally appeared In "The Ski Sport" . 
magazine published by the National Ski Association 0 
America which was submitted to the magazine in a lette 
from William E. Mills, former1y.of Plumas County. Th, 
letter is pertinent because there Is a reference t, 
Snowshoe Thompson and the information dovetails wit 
the foregoing. Parts of the letter not relevant to th 
purpose here intended are omitted. 

" 'Snowshoe' Thompson went to La Porte to show tl1 
La Porte folks how to run snowshoes. He used a smoot 
shoe, with probably only tallow for dope. He felt so SUI 

of winning that he did his shoes so his rivals couldn't g. 
any pOinters. La Porte boys didn't need pointers, they ha 
already developed different kinds of dope suitable f( 
every possible kind of snow and had, I believe, the fir: 
snowshoes with the groove along the bottom. I am n( 
sure of the groove being first used in La Porte, but I kno 
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the art of making dope was developed there. Thompson 
was so badly beaten that he was fairly ashamed of 
himself. I think Thompson's race was in the '60's They had 
races every winter at La Porte and other places and more 
money was put up on a race than was ever put up on a 
horse race in the mountains. The greatest snowshoeing in 
the State centered -around La Porte, Howland Flat, and 
Onion Valley. 

"The reason the early '4ger didn't have skis was 
because the first mining was done down below or nearly 
below the snow lines. At first there were no big mining 
camps of great note in the high mountains. Second, the 
California shoe was, and is yet, called a snowshoe and 
not a ski. It was developed to perfection at La Porte in the 
'60's. The La Porte men used a 12-foot shoe for raCing. 

The La Porte track is from 3000 to 3500 feet long and they 
have made it at the rate of 80 miles an hour. Betting was 
mighty high, for times were flush . .. ... .... ... .. I can recall 
many occurrences of snowshoe trips that must have taken 
place in the '60's. Buck Whiting ran a dog sled express 
from Marysville to Quincy and Indian Valley in the early 
days. He couldn't possibly have made it over the 
mountains in winter (the only time he ran) on Canadian 
snowshoes or even 'trampers'. He must have used the ski. 
.. .. . As you see, I can give no absolutely accurate data, 
but every old-timer's yarn I ever heard gave the impression 
of snowshoes (ski is) being used very early (in the late 
'50's) in Plumas and perhaps the whole length of the 
Sierra ." 
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Supplement 


SOME EARLY LAND PREEMPTIONS OF THE "OVER NORTH" 
REGION OF SIERRA COUNTY EXCERPTS FROM THE DIARY 
OF JAMES H. GALLOWAY; DITCHES OF NORTHERN AND 
NEAR-NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY; JOHNSVII LE, JAMISON 
CITY, AND THE PLUMAS-EUREKA MINE; MARYSVILLE AND 
OROVILLE FIRES; AMERICAN VALLEY AND QUINCY; 
REPORT ON MINES AND MINING IN SIERRA COUNTY IN 1872. 

SOME EARLYLAND PREEMPDONS OF THE 
" OVER NORTH" REGION OF SIERRA COUNTY 

ROCHE, KELL Y AND COMPANY : To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we the undersigned claim one piece of land 
situated in Sierra County , Califomia, about four miles South 
West from Port Wine and about six miles West from the lower 
crossing of Kenyon (Canyon) Creek on the south side of the 
ridge dividing little Slate Creek and Kenyon Creek. We also 
claim a small creek runn ing at the west side of said land for the 
purpose of irrigating said land and also for mining purposes. 
Said Ranches to be known as the Big Valley Ranches, con
taining four hundred acres. 

Dated: April 8th, 1853 
Recorded: April 20th at 9 a.m . by Roche 

JAMES ROCHE 
HENRY KELLY 

THOMAS KELLY 
AND COMPANY 

Will ETT AND COMPANY: Know all men by these presents that 
we the undersigned have this day taken up and located a certain 
piece of land situated in Sierra County, California, on the ridge 
between Chandlerville and Kenyon Creek about 2 miles from 
Pine Grove and southerly from the Table Mountain one mile 
more or less, the trees are blazed &Iong the boundaries of 
ground containing 360 acres. We intend the same for a ranch. 

Dated: May 12th, 1853 
Recorded: May nth, 1653 at 6 a.m. 

FRED WILLETT 
WM. WALTERS 

EDWD. HAMMOND 
WM. CONROY 

J . R. MC FARLAND: Know all men by these presents that the 
undersigned have this day located 160 acres of land on the Oak 
Flat known as Excelsior Ranch, situated in Sierra County, 
California, on the Trail leading from Eureka to Indian Valley 
about five miles from Eureka and bounded as follows: Com
mencing at z tree girdled about two hundred and fifty yards NE 
by E from a Spring; from said Tree 250 yeard~ by E; thence S. 
W . byW to a Tree girdled, half mile; thence N . W . half mile to a 
Treesimiarly marked; thence N. E. to a Tree half mile ; thence to 
the place of beginning. Said Land for ranching purposes. 

Date'd: May 22,1853 JOHN R. MC FARLAN 

RecordEH;t: May 23rd, 1853 by McFarlan at 11 a.m. 


WM. FISK : Know all men by these presents that the u· 
dersigned claim one hundred and Sixty acres of land, situated ( 
Eureka flat on the East Side of Eureka Creek, commencing at 
point one hundred feet, more or less, from about or near II 
head 0 " ciiavine known as Stunner's Ravine, where a large ph 
tree is marked on the South East corner with a blaze on sa 
claim running West a half mile to a tree marked; thence East to 
tree marked; thence South to the place of beginning a half mil 
said land taken up for agricultural purposes. 
Dated: July9th,1853 
Recorded : July 10th, 1853 at 2 p.m. by Fisk WM. FISK 

SETH CHANDLER AND OTHERS: Notice, that we the u 
dersigned have taken up a certain piece of land situated in Siel 
County, California, being bounded as follows: Commencil 
where the trai I from Pi ne Grove to the upper crossing of Canl 
Creek (Canyon Creek) crosses the Barnes Ravine; thence SOl.. 
half a mile ; thence East half a mile; thence North half a mil 
thence West half a mile to the place of beginning . Said land 
taken up for ranching purposes . 
Pine Grove : August 4th, 1853 
Recorded : Aug . 6th, 1853 at 8 p . m. by request. 

SETH CHANDL 
MOSES THURST{ 

CHARLES P. SHEFFIEI 

PREEMPDON OF JAS. HALEY: Notice Is hereby given thE 
James Haley claim one hundred and sixty acres of land situal 
in Sierra County, California, bounded and described as folio 
as per field notes of the County Surveyorof Sierra County. 

Field Notes of a Survey of a Quarter Section of Land 
James Haley: 

Commencing at the S. E. corner of a quarter section of Le 
owned by Clark McCoy on th-e West bank of Cherokee Creek e 
Stake from wh ich a pine tree bears N 40° E, 4 yards; and a 
tree bears N 23° E, 7 yards; thence S 40° 30', 160 rods, t( 
stake from which a pine tree bears S 10' E, 8 yards, anc 
hemlock tree bears S 4° W, 3 yards; thence N 49° 30' W, 1 
rods to S. W . cornerol said McCoy Quarter Section, an oak tr, 
from which another oak tree bears S 75 0 SW, 8 yards, and a p 
tree bears S 5·, 11 yards; thence S 49 0 30" E along the SOl 

line of the said McCoy's land 160 rods to the place of begir 
ning. 

I hereby certify that the above are the correct Field Notes 0 
Survey made by me at this place this day. The cour~ 
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designated above are Magnetic Variation 15° 16' E. 
Monticello, Feb'y 20th, 1854 WM. G. STILL, 
George McCoy Chain County Surveyor 
Chas. Smith Bearers. 

SOLOMON WOOD: I hereby certify the following to be a correct 
Survey and description of a preemption claim surveyed for 
Soiomon Wood on on the 8th day of Oct. A. D. 1857, as follows: 
Commencing at a spruce tree 1 foot in diameter and marked as a 
corner, standing on the East side of Fir Cap Mountain and near a 
large spring, the waters of which were collected by a dam and 
taken to Monte Cristo through Davidson's flume, and now 
through the same flume but known as Wood's Flume; thence 
running N 62° E and crossing at 2 chains the rivulet below the 
aforesaid Spring, continuing to a Pine Stake with stones around 
and ~tandlng on a side hill above Murphey's Tunnei; thence 
running South 62° W 25° chains to the summit 01 the divide 
between the waters of the North Fork of the North Branch of the 
North Yuba River, and those of Goodyears Creek , and con
tinuing 5 chains on same corner to a Fir Tree marked as a cor
ner; thence S 28" E recrossing aforesaid Ridge on the summit at 
20 chains, and continuing 8 chains on the same course to a large 
Fir Tree marked as a corner, also on the East side of Fir Cap 
Mountain; thence S 48° E 29 0 chains to the place of beginning. 
All the above courses are corrected to the line Meridian. Total 
area151 '12 acres, all in Sierra County, State of California. 

O. S. DODSON , Surveyor 
Recorded : Oct. 10th, 1857 at 5 o'clock P. M. 

A. HELM, Recorder 
By A . W . Potts, Deputy 

WILMAR MC WILLIAMS: I do hereby claim the following 
described Land for farming purposes lying on the Creek between 
SI. Louis and Cedar Grove one mile South of St. Louis, to 
commence at a stake on the North side of the Creek and taking 
the Bluffs for the North line running 80 rods East; thence 80 
rods South ; thence 80 rods West 1 thence 80 rods to the place of 
beginning. 

Feb'y 9th, 1854 W. McWILLIAMS 

ALEX THOMPSON: Know all men by these presents that I the 
undersigned have taken up and located upon a certain piece or 
parcel of land situated on the dividing ridge betwe~n Slate 
Creek and Canyon Creek, County of Sierra, Siate of California, 
commencing about one mile on the Main Trail from Mt. Pleasant 
Ranch running West one quarter of a mile; thence North one 
quarter of a mile ; thence N. E. one quarter of a mile; thence 
North one quarter of a mile; thence N. E. one quarter mile; 
thence South one quarter of a mile; thence to the place of 
beginning. We also claim all the springs upon said Land for 
irrigating said Land, and said Land taken up for agricultural 
purposes. 

ALEXANDER THOMPSON 
Recorded : August 2d, 1854 at 10 o'clock A .M . 

W. H. ROYA T: The Spring Hill Company, Brandy City, claim for 
agricultural purposes 160 acres of Land situated about 6 miles 
from Brandy City above the ranch 01 Fisk and Company. The 
Spring H ill Company's Ditc;' running through the Ranch claimed . 
Bounded on the South by Bluff Creek and running North towards 
Kanyon Creek, boundary designated by blazes on the trees and 
notice on the last by Carr's Creek, West by Chapparal point. 
Sierra County. Nov. 30th,1855 W. H. ROYAT 

E.. S. DENISON: 
CRAIG'S FLAT, NOV. 20th, 1855: We the undersigned do hereby 
give notice that we have taken up the land here specified for a 
ranch or farm . A copy of this Notice Is being posted on the North 
East corner on a Stake. Commencing at the Notice and running 
West one hundred and Sixty rods, to a Stake and Stone. Thence 
South one hundred and sixty rods; thence East one hundred and 
Sixty rods; thence North one hundred and Sixty rods to the 
Notice . Said land Is situated one half mile from Craug's Flat on 
the trail leading to Eureka In Township No.4, County of Sierra, 
State of California. 
Recorded: Dec . 1st, 1855 at 10 o'clock A.M . 

E. S. DENISON AND COMPANY 

W. W. WITHROW: Know all men by these presents that I, W . W . 
Withrow, of the County of Sierra and State of California, have 
this day located and do claim a certain piece and parcel of land 
laying east of the town 01 Port Wine in the County and State 
aforesaid, according to an act prescribing the mode of main
taining and defending possessary actions on public lands in this 
State, passed April 20th, 1852. Designated, described and 
bounded as follows, to wit: About three quarters of a mile North 
of East of the Town aforesaid at a certain Cedar Tree standing on 
the north bank of the ravine, running Into Slate Creek on the 
North side of said Town, and running South forty chains; thence 
East 40 chains; thence.North 40. chains; thence 40 chains to the 
place of beginning . 

Said claim does not contain over one hundred and sixty acres 
of land . In witness whereof I have this day set my hand . 

Witness: W. H. ALMOND Port Wine, March 6th, 1856 
W. W. WITHROW 

TRUEMAN KELLY: I hereby certify the following to be a correct 
Survey of a lot of ground as surveyed by me for Trueman Kelly, 
May the 29th, 1856, as follows: Commencing at a pine Stake on 
the side hill above the town of Monte Cristo, and about ten 
chai.':ls therefrom and running S 17°15' W, 13 chains to a large 
pine near the road leading from Monte Cristo to Downieville . 
Thence .South 31 0 E along the above road 6Y:.chains to a large 
Sugar Pine Stump on the lower side of the said road; thence N 
31 0 50' E crossing the road 10 chains to a Ilr tree; thence N 32· 
45' W , 10 chains to the place of beginning . Total area, 8 acres 
and 3 square chains. 

Recorded: June 9th, 1856 at ~1f2 o'clock P.M. 

O.S. DODSON - Deputy County Surveyor, Sierra County 

THOMAS HAWKINS: Notice is hereby given that the un
dersigned claims the following described premises as lollows. 
Description of a quarter section of land called Francesville, 
situated about seven miles South 01 the Town 01 Rabbitt Creek 
in Sierra' County, California, near the village of Poverty Hill 
located by Thos. Hawkins. 

Commence at a burnt Cedar Stump at the South West corner 
and run North; sixty six degrees West th~ee thousand, eight 
hundred and fifty links to the North West corner; thence North 
twenty-four-degrees East four thousand, one hundred and flfty
six Ilnks,j'O-the South East corner; and thence South twenty-four 
degrees"West, four-thousand, one-hundred and fifty-six links to 
the place of beginning -- containing 160 acres. 

THOMAS HAWKINS 
Surveyed by J . B. Mealy -"- Deputy County Surveyor 

. Sierra County, Cal. 14 of July 1856 
Recorded: July 22d, 1856 in Book of Preemptions at 10 

o'clock .A. M . 

GEORGE H. MARTIN: Notice is hereby given to all whom it may 
concern a piece or track of land situated on Fir Cap Mountain, 
commencing at a pine Stake one foot from a pine Stubb near the 
Summitt of Fir Cap and about i )t,miles from Monte Cristo and 
running North 14° W, 20 chains to a lir tree; thence North 84' 
30', 15)t,chalns, to a Fir Tree; thence S 10° E, 23 chains, also to 
a fir tree; thence S 85 0 E, 16 chains to the place of beginning . 

The above boundaries enclose nearly the whole of the Floor 
Surface of the Fir Cap Mountain in Sierra County, California. 
Total area 35 acres and 60 square rods . 

Downieville, January 22d, 1857 . GEORGE H. MARTIN 
Recorded: January 22d, 1857 at 4 o'clock P. M. 

Alfred Helm --- Recorder by Geo . E. Tallmage, Deputy . 

EOW'O H. MC MAHON : Know all men by these presents that I, 
Edward H. McMahon of Sierra County, California, do hereby 
make known my intention to claim for agricultural purposes the 
lollowlng described piece or parcel of Public Lands of this State 
situate in Sierra County, State 01 California, containing less 
than one hundred and Sixty acres, and described as follows, to 
wit: One strip of land, one half mile in length by one quarter of a 
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mile in width containing 80 acres, lying on the North side and 
adjoining the Porter Ranch, and a like strip of land one half mile 
in length by one quarter of a mile In width, containing 80 acres, 
lying on the South of and adjoin ing the said Porter Ranch, the 
same being in Eureka Township , Sierra County, and State of 
California, together with all water and springs thereon for 
irrigating purposes. Located this 25th of Sept. A . D. 1868. 

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this 25th, Sept. 1868. 
H. STRANGE -- Clerk of the County of Sierra 
By Wm. Kimball -- Deputy 

Recorded: Sept. 25th, 1868 at 12 M. by Wm. Klmball, Deputy 
H. Strange -- Recorder. 

The following Records of Early Surveys are from Sierra 
County Surveyors' Book of Surveys made of some of the lands -
- mining claims and ranches ---- of Sierra County In the 1850's 
and 1860's : 

RICHARDSON AND COMPANY : -- FIR CAP DISTRICT --. 
SURVEYED - JUL Y 6, 1856. 

Commencing at a day leaning oak on the lower side of Fiske 
and Nyby's ditch and about 10 Inches 1'1 diameter and running 
back in the hill corner by compass N 68 0 E, passing through a fir 
tree at a distance of 635 feet from the oak and crossing the line 
claimed by the United in the above mentioned fir. Front of these 
claims running back parallel, that Is, N 68 0 E by compass until 
intercepted by the back line wh Ich Is the center of the ridge 
between the waters of the North Branch of the North F·ork of the 
North Yuba River and those of Goodyears Creek, all In Sierra 
County, State of California. 

O. S. DODSON-
Deputy County Surveyor. 

PLOT OF THE GROUND OF THE A TLANTIC MINING COM
PANY: 

I certify that th is plan is a correct delineation of that portion 
of the Atlantic Company's mining ground called the Pacific and 
Hargrieve Claims Situated on the West Branch of Rabbitt Creek 
at La Porte in Sierra County, California. 

Surveyed by me on the 10th day of Feb. A. D. 1860. 

I. E. JAMES, Downieville, March 12th, 1860 
County Surveyor : Sierra County . 

MARINE COMPANY: -- FIR CAP DISTRICT -- SURVEYED 
FEBRUARY 8, 1856 

ConSisting of 12 claims of 50 feet each, total 600, with front 
near Fiske and MacFarlane ditch joining Fir Cap Company on 
the upper side, and the New York Company on the Lower side 
and running back between parallel lines to the Summit ridge 
between the North Branch of the North Fork of the North Yuba 
River and Good Years Creek, all In Sierra County, State of 
California. 

O. S. DODSON 
Deputy County Surveyor. 

DESCRIPTION OF A TRACT OF LAND, CALLED DA VISON'S 
RANCH, LOCA TED NEAR EUREKA : 

Beginning at the upper crossing of Eureka Creek belo.... 
Kimball's Reservlour; thence Easterly up Telegraph HIli 400 
feet, including the Springs of said hili; thence Southerly to a 
point on the trail between Downieville and Eureka above Fisk's 
Reservlor (Log); thence Westerly to a point In Eureka Creek near 
Bliss' Reservlor; thence Northerly to Schneider's Spring; thence 
Easterly to the place of beginning . 

Recorded for DaVison, Feb. 29th, 1864. H. K. W. BENT 
County Surveyor - Sierra Coun 

! 

Scale : 400 feet to the inch. 
The distances in feet 
Courses : Magnetic jar 
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MINING GROUND AT PINE GROVE. SURVEYED DEC. 23rd to DEC. 31st, 1857 

Lone Star Company 

Sugar Loaf Company 

Tip Top Company 

Settlement 

Teutonia Company 

Courses: Magnetic 

Distances in feet and seconds of a foot. 

I certify the above map and field notes 

marked thereon to be correct. 


I. E. JAMES 

County Surveyor - Sierra County 


NOTE : Th rough the following Map of a Survey of Corn Ich N. D. CORNISH RANCH : Situated on the head of Kanaka Creek 

Ranch, a place on the Henness Pass Road early known also as on the Emigrant Road (Henness Pass Road) S. E. of Galloway's 

Nebraska, Nebraska City, and Nebraska Flat , does not relate to Ranch , Sept . 1855. 
the history of Northern Sierra County, It Is entered here for the 
sake of interest. 

M. H . Stone: 
County 
Surveyor. 
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L PLOT OF THE MAGNOLIA AND NORTH STAR MAINING COMPANIES 
ABOUT TWO MILES SOUTH OF GOODYEARS BAR: 
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S 88° 1125 

NORTH STAR COMPANY 

Surveyed: Apr. 8th, 1859 

MAGNOLIA COMPANY 

Surveyed: Apr. 7th 1859 

N 88° E 4220 feet ____ _ .______._________-4 

I certify this plot is a correct delineat ion of the mining lands 
of the Magnolia and North Star Companies situated about two 
miles south of Goodyears Bar in Sierra County, as Surveyed by 
me on the 7th and 8th days of April A . D. 1859. 

I. E. James 
County Surveyor of Sierra Co. 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE DIARY OF JAMES H. GALLOWA Y 

Following are excerpts from the Diary of James H . Galloway, 
who v.:as ~ .eousin of Judge James Galloway who was an in
tluenelal citizen of the North Yuba River country as early as 1850 
and an early Justice of the Peace of the Township of the 
Downieville area. 

James H. Galloway, as a young man of 19, was a member of 
a wagon train which made the journey from Iowa to California in 
1853. In about six months he was at Bear Valley east of Nevada 
City. He then went to Forest City, and from there In a few weeks 
to Minnesota the great placer diggings of Northern Sierra 
County at Mo~te Cristo, Gibsonville and Newark, working for 
several years In the North American Mine at the latter place. 
Thes~ excerpts rro~ his Diary are mainly of the years Galloway 
was In Northern Sierra County, mainly at Newark . In 1875 Mr. 
Galloway was at Virginia City where he worked in the mines for 
several years, and was also for a time a dealer in stocks . 

The author is indebted to Mrs. Margaret Wilshire, who is the 
grea~-gra~d-d~ughter of Mr. Galloway, for her courtesy in 
making his Diary available . 

June 1, 1861: Stayed at Wh isky Diggings. 

June 3, 1861: Went to Galloway's . (Judge James Galloway's 
Ranch on the Middle Fork of the North Yuba River) 

June 4, 1861: At Galloway's. Dave Cowden came in from 
Washoe. 

June 6, 1861: Went to Forest City. 

June 7, 1861 : Went to Marysville. Fare was $6 .00. 

June 9, 1861: Went to Sacramento. Fare was $25 on the Boat. 

June 10,1861 : Went to Marysville on a Steamboat. Fare was 
$2.00 . 

June 11, 1861: Went to Downieville on the Stage. Fare was 
$8.50. 

June 12, 1861 : Stayed at Cousin Galloway 's. (Judge James 
Galloway) Very warm weather now. 

June 23, 1861 : Got up early and went up to Haven's to buy gold 
dust. (A reference to Philo Haven, who was one of the earliest to 
arrive at the beginning settlement on the North Yuba River, first 
known as The Forks, and which within a year (in 1850) had its 
name changed to Downieville. Haven had mining interests, of 
course, at and near Downieville, but also within a few years had 
mining claims near Gold Lake. 

(NOTE: From July 3rd of 1861 to August 10th , Galloway was in 
San Francisco and Oakland, and on August 11 th left' San 
Francisco on the streamer Sonora fro Acapulco in Mexico. He 
then went on the steamer Northern Light to New York where he 
arrived September 3rd. He visited relatives and friends in the 
East and visited his father at Bellevue in Iowa . In late January of 
1862 he was back in California at San Francisco. On February 
13th he went to Marysville on the steamer Young America and on 
the 14th went to Dobbins, in Yuba County, by stage .) 

February 15, 1862 : Got to Downieville at dusk by stage and 
horseback. Crossed the Yuba at Bullard 's in a swinging car or 
chair. 

February 16, 1862: At Galloway's . David Cowden and I wnt up to 
Galloway's Ranch on the Middle Fork of the North Yuba River. 

February 17, 1862: Galloway and I mined. Made $14.75 with a 
Rocker. 

February 19,1862: I have a boil on my leg. Did not work. Feel 
quite unwell. 

March 12, 1862: Rained and snowed part of the day . Went to 
Ham Bar (a place of early active mining on the North Yuba River 

about midway between Downieville and Goodyears Bar.) 

March 13,1862 : Beautiful day. Went to Excelsior Hill. Got a job. 

April 28, 1862 : Hired 4 Chinamen and took our things to Ex

celsior Hill. Went back to Galloway's. 

(Excel s ior -- an early placer mining settlement --- was located 

about a mile east of the early mining settlement and diggings of 

Monte Cristo, both north of Downieville .) 


May 25,1862: Went to Galloway's. Saw a land-slide. Warm day. 

May 26, 1862: Worked in the St . Lawrence at Excelsior Hill. 

June 1,1862: Went to Galloway's with Emma (his wife) . Joseph 
and David Cowden were there . Had a turkey for dinner. 

June 15,1862: Went to Cox's Bar. (A place of early significant 
mining west of Downieville two miles on the North Yuba River.) 
Worked in the tunnel at night. 

July 5, 1862: Emma and I went to Whisky Diggings at Newark. 

July 7,1862: Bought in the North American (a mine at Newark). 

July 14, 1862: Began to work in the North American . 

July 17, 1862 : Worked in the tunnel. Father died today. 

August 5 , 1862 : Got wood for winter. Went with Brooks up near 
Pilot Peak. 

August 14, 1862: Worked in the tunnel. Emma and I went to 
Slate Creek for butter. (Note: The butter could have been ob
tained at the Slate Creek House on upper Slate Creek where 
there was an early Ranch which had butter and meat for sale.) 

August 27 , 1862: Started to work in the tunnel. Got word of the 
death of my Dear Father. 

August 31,1862: Went up to Slate Creek House and up on top of 

How's Peak (Table Rock Mountain). Snow is 20 feet deep . 

(Note : "How's Peak" could mean Howland Flat's Peak) 


September9,1862: Put wood in cellar. Began to put wood in the 
wood house. Emma went to Gibson (Gibsonville) . 

September 10, 1862: Worked on the Ditch (at the North 
American tunnel). 

September 14, 1862 : Went over to Hopkin 's Creek. Got 25 Ibs of 
Gooseberries . 

October 25, 1862: Went to Gibson (trom the North American 
Mine). Emma went to the Slate Creek House. 

October 31, 1862: Worked in the Tunnel. Saw gold in both 
Breasts. 

November 30, 1862: This has been a month of clear, tine 
weather. It is a remarkably open fall. It is not very healthy. At the 
close of the month there are several cases of small pox and 
many complaining of other complaints in this vicinity . 

December 16, 1862 : Worked in the Tunnel (North American) . A 
boulder nearly fell on me. 

December 25, 1862 : Christmas. Got up before six o'clock. At 
home until eleven. Emma cut my hair. Went down to Mr. Piper's. 
Both of us took dinner there." 

January 2, 1863: Stormed most of the day. F ired snowshoes 
(tarred snowshoes, i .e., burned pine tar into the bottom surfaces 
of his snowshoes. This operat ion prepared the snowshoes anew 
for the application of snowshoe "dope", which prevented snow 
from sticking to the snowshoes . The reader is referred to the 
Chapter on: Snowshoe Making and Snowshoe Racing for much 
more information.) Shoveled snow in morning off Tunnel Shed . 
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April 29, 1863: Beautiful day. Worked running an air hole to old 
breast . (At the North American Tunnel) 

May 11, 1863 : Worked outside helping to get the water in to 
wash dirt . 

May 31, 1863: Settled up the Company's affairs. Destroyed the 
old two-dollars-per-day system. Piper very angry . High time of 
it. With him, divided the last of the money from the dump. Total 
amount taken from the dump pile, ten thousand and seven 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars. 

June 28 , 1863 : Emma and I took a walk up to the top of Bunker 
Hill . 

July 27, 1863: Worked in the Tunnel (North American). Then 
began to cut coal wood. 

August 28. 1863 : Watched coal pit. (Charcoal pit . Charcoal was 
prepared by burning wood in the absence of air, and then used 
by blacksmith's at the mines in forging and sharpening drills .) 
Worked around the house. Rained . 

September 30, 1863 : Arch Stewart and I blasted in the Main 
Gangway . Sick from Powder Smoke . 

November 15,1863: At home. Snowed. Mrs. Grammar buried 
today. Snow 2 feet deep. 

November 17, 1863 : Killed our Pig this forenoon . Worked in the 
Tunnel in the afternoon. 

January 26,1864: Worked in Hort's Breast. 18 Loads from there 
paid.$46.00. 

March 5, 1864 : Worked last night alone. Emma and I went to 
Howland Flat. 

March 14, 1864: Worked in Gangway. Running towards the 
Vermont. (The Vermont was a mine whose land was adjoining 
that of the North American.) 

May 1, 1864 : Johnson and I worked washing the dirt at the North 
American . 

May 29, 1864: Went to Mt. Pleasant to see McDonald about his 
board money. Rained in the eve. Great deal of Thunder. 

June 14, 1864: Worked . Went over on the ditch . Only 5 Inches . It 
is plenty to wash all we get out. 

June 17, 1864: Worked. Shut up the old tunnel to force the air 
where we are working . 

June 30,1864 : R. Scott and I took up the dump floor. Got about 
$25. 

July 11,1864: Went to work on our new claims near Hopkin's 
Creek. 

' j' r August 1, 1864 : Worked in the North American Tunnel. Saw the 
Bell Ringers in Gibson . (A traveling group of entertainers.) 

October 2, 1864: Went to the Slate Creek House to see about , ).j" Beef for Winter. Got some. 

October 7, 1864: Today I am thirty years of age. Worked in the 
North American Tunnel. 

October 20, 1864: Attended a Political Meeting and Torchlight 
Procession In Gibson last night . Mr. Tyler, Speaker. Worked 

I afternoon . 

!"e October 25, 1864: Worked with R. Scott fixing track in oldWI 
~ Gangway . Cloudy and cool. 

I
I October 31 , 1864 : Political Sentiments are running high. Both 

parties are putting forth great exertions to carry the day in the i ;! 
',:t 

coming election . Meetings are being held in many of 
mountain towns as well as in the lower cities . One party sa 
lincoln is re-elected the country is lost, whilst the opp. 
party says the same of McClellan. 

November 8, 1864: Presidential Election today . Voted U 
Ticket straight . Pleasant day. 

March 29,1865 : Upalilast night. Our Daughter, Alice, was 
at one O'clock a.m. A lovely day. 

April17, 1865: Worked at Raising to Gravel. W. Coulter beg" 
wash . Report of the Murder of Abraham lincoln . 

April 28, 1865 : Worked in the hole I had raised. 12 loads 1 
there had $34 . 

May 29, Billy James and I began to put in boxes and work ir 
Tail ings. 

July 23,1865: W. Johnson and I started to Downieville at: 
a.m . Got there at 10 a.m . Very warm. 
(NOTE: On July 26th, Mr. Galloway started for San Franc 
and returned home at the North American Mine on August 1i 

SeptemMr8, 1865 : Worked in the Tunnel one half day . Gatht 
bark. Cut two poles for a swing for Mason. (Mason was his s 

October 9,1865 : Began to grade for Flume with Tim Con 
Clear, windy, and cold. 

October 21,1865 : Went to Gibson in the evening with Serger 
sell dust. Got $187.75. 

Octo'ber 31, 1865 : Tim and I finished the ditch . Went to t. 
(Gibsonville) at night. Got 2 over-shirts for $5 .00, and a pai 
boots $6.50 . 

January 28, 1866 : Cold. Rained . Cleaned all . the sluices 
washed. Company sold 98 % ounces at $17 .95 . Paid $79 to 
share. 

May 27,1866 : Snowed all day. Went to Gibson with Johnsol 
sell the dust. $2 ,104.00. 

June 7,1866: Put in riffles. Began to wash . Hose burst. Col( 
the morning . 

June 17, 1866 : Washed in morning . Company sold 167 oun 
at $17.95 per ounce. Clear and cool. 

June 24 , 1866: Went to Gibson. Had my likings (photogra 
taken , Melaneotype. Very sick. Cloudy and cold. 

July 13 , 1866 : Washed. Went over on the ditch. Water fail 
fast. About 15 inches (15 miners' inches). 

July 14, 1866: Ditch was cut last night. Got some water from 
Lake. (Probably the later-named Delahunty Lake, and curre~ 
also known as Pilot Lake, near Whisky Diggings). . 

July 27,1866: Sunk the iron pipe from the Reservoir. CloVi 
Rained a little . 

July 28. 1866 : Began to cut Trench for large iron pipe. 

August 1, 1866 : Worked at laying down Iron Pipe from F 
Stock . 

August 7, 1866 : Worked at rebuilding the shop that blew do 
last spring. 

August 20,1866: John Shultz and I began to frame timbers 
big track. Warm, cloudy, and thunder. 

August 27. 1866 : Shultz and I finished the track . Began floor 
dump house (a dump house was a building , or shed , which '" 
used to store gravel from the mine to await the having of s 
ficient water for washing it in sluices.) 
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August 30, 1866: Began to put in flume in creek . Sergent, May 8, 1867: Washed dirt. Washed with two pipes from Pen 
Ellison, Shultz and I. Stock . 

September 4, 1866: Worked in the Tunnel. 

September 30, 1866: Fixed the dump. Washed some dirt. 
Gathered some Elderberries below Whisky Diggings. 

October 5, 1866: Did the Blacksmithing. 

October 28, 1866 : Went to Slate Creek House. Got 305 Ibs of 
Beef. 10 cents per lb . 

October 29, 1866: Cleaned up all the sluices. 4 ozs,8 d. Clear, 
warm day. 

November 6,1866: Fixed canvas at mouth of tunnel. Cleaned . up 
from 57 loads 7 ozs 9d. Partly clear. No storm . 

December 17,1866: Stormy day. Worked. Snow is about 4 feet 
deep. 

December 25, 1866: Got up at 6 o'clock. Watched the Children 
(Mason and Alice) in their first surprise at their Tree and Table. 
Mason 's first words were: "You Bet" . Alice looked, then hung 
her head. Began to wash at 6: 30. Worked all day in the shed. 
Had dinner at 2: 30. Jos. Coulter are with us. Roast Chicken. 
Three kinds of cake . Blackberry pie . This has been the warmest 
G.hristmas I ever saw. 

January 11, 1867: Worked in the tunnel . Snowed fast. Cleaned 
up $301 from 79 loads. 

January 24, 1867: Snowed all day. No work . Emma received two 
letters from home. Her sister Ellen married 1st of January . 

February 2,1867: Beautiful day. Washed dirt. 215 loads gave 15 
ozs 2d . 

February 4,1867: Beautiful day. Washed dirt . 215 loads gave 15 
ozs 2d. 

February 4, 1867: Mr. Fifer died last night at 11 p.m. Charley 
and Emma went down. I stayed at home. 

February 6,1867: Stormy in the morning. Cleared off. All went 
to Gibson. Mr. Fifer was buried. 

February 17, 1867: Cleaned up. Sold $2 ,625.50 . Warm and 
Pleasant. 

February 28, 1867: Did not snow very much today . Charley and I 
went to Gibson. The snow is deeper now than ever known here 
before by the older settlers. It is about 18 feet deep all over the 
ground on an average and in many places much more. At the 
southwest corner of our house it is, I think, about 22 feet in 
depth. 

March 4, .1867: Went to town . Bought a clothes line. Snowed a 
little. Some men are shoveling snow at the tunnel. 

March 15, 1867 : Went to Gibson. Ball (a dance in-observance of 
St. Patrick's Day) in town. 

April4, 1867 : Went to La Porte. Fineday. 

April9, 1867: Sergent and I fixed up the Pen Stock flume. Snow 
is 12 feet deep around it. Cloudy and warm. 

April 18, 1867: Washed on the Hoor. Can wash about half the 
time. Clear and warm. 

April19, 1867 : Cleaned up first gold from the spring washing. 7 
ozs 17 d. Fine day. Clear. 

April 20, 1867 : Washed on the floor. Clear, fine day. Has been 
beautiful weather since the 12th. Snow is around 10 and 12 feet 
deep. We have now 40 men working (at the North American). 

May 19, 1867 : Company sold 370 ozs. Most ever sold at once. 
Hired help all paid and $180 to the share. 

May 24,1867: Shoveled 4 hours with 5 men. Had 85 ozs from 
sluices under the shed. Cold and cloudy . 

May 27, 1867: Sick in bed all day. Neville began to work in 
tailing. 

June 1, 1867: Cleaned the gold. Fine clear day. 

June 2, 1867 : Company sold 299 ozs at $18.00 per oz . I got $732 . 
Paid Sergent $1,300. 

June 16, 1867 : Company sold 310 ozs. Had first Dividend $230 . I 
paid Sergent $550. Went to Gibson. 

June 23, 1867: Went to Gibson Settled with Sergent. Gave him a 
note and a mortgage for $1,000 . 1 V2 percent . 

(NOTE: Mr. Galloway was away from Newark for several weeks 
but returned in early August.) 

August 9, 1867: Washed dirt. Went to the head of the ditch. 
Found a break in it. 

August 19,1867: Worked most of the time at digging a trench to 
lay pipe from the Reservior. 

September 10,1867: Covered the pipe. Began to put up Rafters 
on long Shed with Shultz. 

September 21, 1867: Went to Hopkin's Creek for Elderberries . 
Cloudy. Rained a little. 

September 28,1867 : Worked . Bought 82 Ibs of Apples . 5 cents 
per lb. 

October 29, 1867: Killed our two hogs. Jo Daley helped . One 
weighed 163, the other 138 Ibs. 

November15, 1867 : Washed . D. Cowden and wife went home to 
Downieville. Washed about 260 loads this week. 

Decem ber 9, 1867 : Hard rain. Last night and today fixed dam on 
tailings . Terribly windy last night. 

December 15, 1867: Company (The North American) sold 147 
OlS. Clear, but cool and windy. Emma and Mason went to 
Gibson. Sent letter to Charley. 

December 25, 1867 : Got up at six o'clock . Alice awoke first. 
Soon I had a fire made. She jumped out of bed to see if there was 
a Christmas Tree. Mason out after her. You bet there is a 
pleasant time of it at home all day. Had roast Turkey and other 
good things for dinner. So has passed one more happy 
Christmas Day. Snowed until ten o 'clock this morning, then 
turned to rain and as I write it is pouring down and the wind is 
blowing fearfully. It is half past eight. All are in bed but me. May 
He who holds our destinies in His hand, allow us to enjoy many 
such days as this. Good nignt. 

January 3, 1868 : Snowed all day. Ella Piper here . Wrote to 
Grandfather and sister Mary. 

January 21 , 1868 : Snowed all day. Went to Gibson in eve . No 
mail. 

February 3, 1868 : Beautiful day. Worked in the tunnel . 

March 14, 1868: As stormy a day as I ever saw. At home all day. 

April19, 1868: As stormy day as I ever saw. At home all day . 

April 19 , 1868: Clear, fine day . Washed dirt . In morninq went to 
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Gibson for Mutton. Company sold $2,166. 

May 22, 1868: Washed on the floor the dirt as it came out. 

U 	 June 4,1868: Washed dirt in forenoon . All went to Dave Watkins 
funeral. Killed in diggings in Gibson Digg ings . 

I 	 June 16, 1868: Started to Down ieville at six o'clock. Got there at 
2:30. Clear, fine day. 

June 17,1868 : Fine day at Cousin Cowden's . Took Mrs . Cowden 
to show. 

June 19, 1868: Came home on saddle train for $5 .00 . Supper in 
Howland Flat. 

j 

·L 
June 23, 1868: Jas. Cowden started to Downieville. Went to 
Gibson in eve . Mrs . Piper and Adam Klam were married this eve. 

-j 	 June 30, 1868: At last we are ready to start home. Clear, fine 
I; 	 day. Started from ourold home (for La Porte) about nine o'clock. 

Went in Mr. Wolter's express wagon . Got to La Porte at half past 
twelve. Remained there until next morning . 

July 1,1868: Went from La Porte to Oroville by stage, thence to 
Marysville by cars (railroad' cars). Fine, cool day. 

July 2, 1868: Went from Marysville to Sacramento, thence to 
San Francisoco by boat. 

July 6,1868: Took my gold to the Mint. Bought some clothes for 
self. 

July8, 1868: Borro·wed a horse and buggy and went towards San 
Pablo . Aunt riding along . 

July 20, 1868: Started for New York on the Opposition Steamer, 
Nebraska at 11 o'clock. 

b 

August 12, 1868: At sea. Arrived at Quarantine about five and 
landed in New York at 9 :30. 
(NOTE: Mr. Galloway left New York on August the 15th of 1868, 
went to Chicago, and then to Durant, Iowa, where he visited 
relatives of the Galloway family, the Hoovers. He then went to 
Davenport in Iowa, and then to Le Clare where he went up the 
Mississippi on a boat to Bellvue, Iowa, where he visited his 
uncle and Alice Galloway. Returning to some of the cities above, 
he was in Chicago on the 17th of October, from which city he 
went to Pittsburg and then on to New York. He sailed from New 
York for San Francisco on October 24th. On November 15t he 
crossed the Isthmus of Panama and got on the steamer, Golden 
City, which after a stop at Acapulco in Mexico, arrived in San 
Francisco on November16th. On the 20th he and his family went 
to San Jose and went out to their place near there. 

On August 1st of 1870, the Gallowasys started for the 
mountains, arriving at Marysville on the next day. Then they 
went by stage 65 miles to La Porte . On the 3rd and on the 4th 

( they went by stage 10 miles to Whisky Diggings. The Galloways 
were at Whisky Diggings only a few days, leaving again for San

Ri Francisco and San Jose on August 11 th, where they arrived theILL next day. 

The following, from the Family Account Book of James H . 
Galloway speaks of h is purchase of an interest in the North 
American Mine 1866 Memorandum: "On the 5th of May 1866, 
about 5 p .m., I went in to Charles Sergent's Cabin . Then and 
there he asked me what I would give him for his Claim. I told him 
I would . Came home and got my supper. Went up to wash some 
dirt. Spoke to him again about it. He said he wanted to Sunday 
the 13th to make up his mind, which I agreed 10. But on Sunday 
the 6th about 3 o'clock in the afternoon he came down to my 
House and said he had made up his mind on what terms he 
would sell. After some little talk we agreed to the following 
terms. Three Thousand Dollars for his claim (one sixteenth) In 
the North American Tunnel and Claims, in the following 
manner; Two Hundred Dollars on the signing of the Deed and 
Mortgage on my two claims, with a note (without interest) for 
Twenty-Eight Hundred Dollars payable on or before the 1st day 

of June 1867. I also paid him Twenty Dollars as we thought 
was about the Dividend in the Company's Purse. I also paid 
Twelve Dollars for three days he worked last week so the G 
Total is Three Thousand and Twenty-Two Dollars." 
(NOTE : It appears thai Mr. Galloway had earlier acquiree 
interest in the North American Mine forthe July 7th of 1862 e 
in h is Diary states: "Bought in the North American ." 

DITCHES OF NORTHERN AND NEAR-NORTHERN SIE 
COUNTY 

The construction of ditches, flumes or ditches-and-fIL 
through the entire history of the working of sections of anc 
river channels in Sierra County was an almost univi 
requirement for the existence of such mining operatlom 
there were extremely few cases where water under pressure 
available at the location of diggings. Thus it was that 
construction of ditches and flumes, or a combination of t 
was a necessary condition for hydraulic and ground-slui 
operations. The several books of this series' of volumes or 
History of Sierra County are replete with instances where 
ches and flumes had first to be constructed before min ing 0 

gravel of the course of an ancient river could eilher begin I 
worked or worked full-scale . Workingof the gravel of the bee 
existing rivers and creeks and of the low benches of gravel a 
them, of course, required the construction of only comparat 
short ditches or flumes, which used, in most cases, the w. 
of the streams whose gravels were being worked . 

Because of the greater number of placer mines In Nort 
and Near-Northern Sierra County, Ih is region of the counly c 
to have more ditches or ditches-and-flumes which were 
structed to bring water to diggings for either hydraulicl 
ground slUicing, or the washing of gravels in sluices which 
been oDtained from a drift tunnel. 

Entered here is an extensive listing of the ditches'ol 
above-noted areas of th.e county, and a number of early VI 
Privileges and Articles of Incorporation which involved 
construction of ditches. 

Sections of many of the "ditches" conSisted of flumes n 
of 12- to 18-inch-wide boards, 1/8 to 1 '/.tinches thick, usual 
sugar pine, for such were necessary where the course of w 
way required going around a bluff or cliff and to cross na 
ravines. In constructing a flume around a cliff the flume 
supported by iron rods or cables which were fastened to 
bolts which had been anchored in the wall of the bluff by b 
inserted in drilled holes with molten lead being poured 
secure the eyes. 

AMERICAN-FRENCH WATER COMPANY: 
In July of 1852 a company known as the American-Fn 

Water Company was formed by Henry Williams, Joseph I 
George Wight, August Provell, Nicolls Hair, Peter Peckler, E 

Eagabart, M . Charles, Crousellean (Louis?). Mimi (Puiquan 
and Merle Pierre . 

Purpose of the company was to conduct the waters of L 
Canyon Creek and its tributaries above the North Fork of 
creek to Craig's Flat about seven miles distant. II was plannE 
construct a canal threeJeet wide and one foot deep an.d to t 
flumes where excavations were Impracticable, and to U' 
ravines or natural channels where suitable to the general I 
The water was to be used for mining purposes at Craig's Flal 
an adjoin ing ravine called the French and American Ravine. 

F. M. BARNES AND OTHERS WATER COMPANY: 
In 1853, F. M. Barnes, David I. Berry, Jacob Vandern 

James Samolle, James Martin, R.H. Rose, and Jacob Gr 
formed a Company to convey the waters of Rabbit Creek' 
place called Flemming's Diggings beyond the right bank of 
creek". Capital stock of the Company was $3,200. 

LESTER AND COMPANY: (Also see below) 
In 1852 Lester and Company had a claim to water of the 

Branch of Rapid (Rabbit) Creek "above Rose and Seltzer's d 
for the purpose of conveying the water to Spanish- Flat 
vicinity. 

J. B . POLLEY: 
"Know all men by these presents that the undersi 
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claimed the head-waters of Goodyear Creek, situated in Sierra 
County, California, between Oak Ranch and EIJreka, bounded on 
the North by the Bald Mountain. Said waters taken up for the 
purpose of mining and agriculture . 

Recorded and Dated, March 7th, 1853 
By J. B. Polley and Company 

BLOOM AND COMPANY: 
"Know all men by these presents that we the undersigned 

claim the waters of Goodyear Creek from the forks about . two 
miles from the trail leading from Downieville to Eureka, said 
water we intend to convey to Eureka diggings for mining pur
poses." . 

Recorded: June 20th, 1853. 
Chas. S. Bloom 

Henry Seltzer 
J . C. Sellers 

HUTCHINSON AND BENSON: (Also see below) 
In 1853, Alexander Hutchinson and Leroy V. Bernson 

recorded a right to )he waters of Little Canyon Creek and its 
tributaries, said water being a surplus of the French and 
American Water Ditch Company (see above) Intention was to 
convey the waterto the diggings of Craig's Flat In a ditch. 

KIMBALL AND COMPANY: (Also see below) 
In 1853 Harlow and Company had a claim of water from 

Saddleback Creek for the purpose of taking It to the Eureka 
Diggings and vicinity . 

HENRY SEL TZER: (Also see below) 
In 1853, Henry Seltzer had a claim of the surplus water of 

Eureka Creek other than that used by Kimball's Ditch and 'Water 
Hollingwlrth was elected President and the principal place of 
conveying the water to the diggings of the Company . 

SEARS UNION WATER COMPANY: 
In August of 1853, Miles Hollingswirth , A . L. Williams, Wm. 

A. Davidson, C. A. Purinton, and C. Griswald, incorporated the 
Sears Union Water Company. Object of the Company was "to 
convey the waters of the various branches of Slate Creek and 
other streams to the mines known as Sears Diggins and vicinity 
by means of ditched which said Company have already con
structed or may here-after construct, to the said mines for 
min ing and other purposes." 

The capital stock of the Company was $75,000. Miles 
Hollingwirth was elected President and the principal place of 
business was Pine Grove in Sears Diggings. 

DUGDALE AND OTHERS: (Also see below) 
In 1853, Edward Dugdale and Others had a claim of the water 

of the North Fork of Slate Creek and planned to construct a ditch 
and convey the water to Gibsonville. 

O'DONNELL AND COMPANY: (Also see below) 
In 1853 O'Donnel and Company had a claim of the surplus 

water from the Barnes Ditch near Spanish Flat and had a ditch 
conveying the waterto thediggingsot the Company. 
[NOTE : The diggings were Indicated as being at Smith's Flat.) 

WILLIAMS AND COMPANY : (Also see below) 
"Know all men by these prf;lsents that we the undersigned 

claim the Waters of Grizzly Canyon Creek from its head to the 
place where we have a dam built, from whence we have a ditch 
built to the head of Little Canyon Creek, and it is our intention to 
widen and extend the said ditch for the purpose of conveying the 
waters of said Creek to Craig's Diggings and further If 
necessary . 

July 24th, 1853. Harry Williams and Company. 

MC FARLANE AND COMPANY: 
"We the undersigned claim the Water in the Stony Ravine for 

Mining purposes. Taken up in March 1853." (Eureka area) 
"Recorded the above Water Privilege this the thirteenth (13th) 

day of June A. D. 1853." 

Wm. Fisk, Recorder. 
(NOTE : A note to the above stated: " This Water Privilege 
transferred to Wm. Fisk ." 

FEATHER RIVER AND GIBSONVILLE WATER COMPANY: 
On August 1st of 1853, Articles of Incorporation of a 

Company known as the Feather River and Gibsonville Water 
Company, were filed in Sierra County by A. E. Baberek 
(spelling?), S. Kinsey, E. A. Kinsey, F. H. Woodward, Chas . J. 
Miles and E. Fulmer, with a capital stock of $10,000 "forthe 
purpose of bringing the waters of the south fork of the Feather 
River to the Gibsonville Mining District in the County of Sierra, 
for mining purposes". 

WA TER PRIVILEGE 
HUTCHINSON AND COMPANY: 

"Know all men by these presents that we the undersigned 
claim the waters of Little Canyon Creek together with all of the 
tributaries to the same belonging from a point one quarter of a 
mile below the French and American Water Ditch Company . 
Said water is the surplus from said ditch and we Intend to carry 
the same to Craig's diggings for Mining purposes ." 

Dated : Feb'y. 1, 1853 · Alexander Hutchinson 

Seroy V. Benson 

Recorded : May 7th, 1853 by request. 

WATER CLAIM 
SELTZER : 

"Notice is hereby given that I, Henry Seltzer, claim the 
surplus water of Eureka Creek over and above that used by 
Kimball's Ditch and Water Company at the present time . 
Commencing at a.point three hundred yards more or less above 
the trail leading from Downieville to Eureka in Sierra County, 
California . Said water we intend carrying on the East side of 
Eureka Creek down said Creek a mile and a half for mining 
purposes . Said ditch is now partially completed and it is my 
intention to widen and extend the same as soon as practicable." 

May 28th, 1853. 
Recorded: May 28th, 1853 by Henry Seltzer 

WATER CLAIM 
DUGDALE: 

"To all whom it may concern. Be it known that we the un
dersigned claim the waters of the North Fork of Slate Creek from 
the head to its mouth together with the streams emptying into 
the same. Said creek situated in Sierra County, California . On 
the said stream there is a small ditch cut for the purpose of 
prospecting the Whisky Diggins and we intend to construct a 
new ditch and convey the water to Gibsonville and further if the 
mining will admit." 

Recorded: June, 1853 by G. I. Cunniff 
Edward Dugdale Jas See 
Edward Smith Thos . Lernan 
Jas. Morrison Dennis Cunniff 

By D. Cunniff --- Agent. 

WA TER CLAIM 

O'DONNELL AND COMPANY : 


"Know all men by these presents that we the undersigned 
claim the surplus water from a ditch known as Barnes ditch and 
situated South West from Spanish Flat In Sierra County, 
California. The point from which we claim is about 200 feet 
below the dam erected by said Barnes and Company from which 
point we have a ditch cut conveying the water to Smith's flat." 

May 30th, 1853 
Recorded: June 6th, 1853 

Thos. O'Donnell 
Jeremiah Cade 
Lawrence Gorman 
Peter McCullough 

KIMBALL AND COMPANY 
WATER CLAIM: 

"We the undersigned claim the water from Saddle back Creek 
above the trail from Oak Ranch to the Upper Crossing of Kenyon 
(Canyon) Creek for the purpose of taking to the Eureka diggings 
and vicinity." 
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digging a three-mile ditch at Eureka, with half of the work beir 
H Kimball 

Eureka : May 3rd, 1853 . 
completed by mid-November. It was to obtain its water from It 
small streams of several ravine it crossed and to convey it ot ItGeo. Carr 


Chas . Howe diggings which were above the Graveyard at Eureka. 

H . H Kimball 

John Waite 
 GALENA FLUMING COMPANY: 

Recorded: June 17th, 1853 by Kimball at 11 a.m. In the middle 1850's the Galena Fluming Company owned 
ditch and flume which obtained water from Kanaka Creek "ne 
Eureka City " . 

Records of early Mining Claims and Water Rights of Eurel
WILLIAMS AND COMPANY contain the following reference to this Galena Fluming CorWA TER CLAIM : pany in 1855: 

"Know all men by these presents that I, John Davidson of II" Know all men by these presents that we the undersigned 
first part do sell and bargain and make over my right, title arclaim the Water of Grizzly Canyon Creek from its head to the 
interest in a certain Fluming Company situated in Kanaka Cre.place where we have a dam built from whence we have a ditch, 
near Eureka City known as the Galena Fluming Company, beiland to the head of Little Canyon Creek, and it is our intention to 
one-third of said Flume Ground and Tools and all appurtenanc·widen and extend the said ditch for the purpose of conveying the 
thereto for the sum of five hundred (500) dollars cash in handwaters of said Creek to Craig's Diggins and further if necessary." 


July 24th, 1853 Harry Williams and Company 
 me paid by Neal N . 'Caleb of the second part, this the eleven 
day of Dec. A. D. 1855. 

WATER CLAIM 

LESTER AND COMPANY: 
 Witness my hand and seal. 

John Davids( 
"Know all men by these presents that the undersigned claim Recorded the above th is the th irteeenth (13) day of Decemb 

the surplus waters of the East Branch of Rapid (Rabbit) Creek 1855. 
above Rose and Seller's ditch from its head to the place where William Fisk, Recore 
our dam is built for the purpose of conveying the water to 
Spanish Flat and vicinity. We also claim the surplus water above 
Rose and Seller's claim from whence the said ditch commences, 

ST. LOUIS INDEPENDENT WATER COMPANY:said water claims situated in Sierra County, about 6 miles South 
In July of 1856, John Conly , William H. Story, H.T. Carteof West from Sears, and 1 3/.miles N. E. from Spanish Flat." 

and Thomas Gordon, formed a Company known as the St. LouApril 19th , 1853 
Independent Water Company " for the purpose of conveying II 
waters- of Slate Creek and· its branches by means of a canalRecorded: July 8th, 18538 p.m . 
ditch to the towns of Chandlerville and SI. Louis, and the minir 
districts thereto adjoining, for mining purposes." 

The capital stock of the Company was $48,000 divided inSEL TZER'S DITCH COMPANY: 
shares of $500 each .

In May of 1853 , Henry Seltzer, James A . Sellers and Daniel 

,? 'Brien formed a Company known as the Seltzer Ditch Company 

for the purpose of supplying the miners, in and about Eureka 

Flat, Sierra County , with water for Mining purposes, conveying SOL WOODS'DITCH-FLUMES: 
said water in a ditch commencing on Eureka Creek, about three The author is indebted to Mr. Vernon Huffman of Downievil 
hundred and fifty yards above the Trail, leading from Eureka for the following information about ditCh-flumes which we 
Creek, about three hundred and fifty yards above the Trail owned by Sol Woods. Mr. Huffman has been engaged in e 
leading from Eureka Flat to Downieville. That the amount 01 ploratory , development and production work at his Telegrar 
water proposed to be furnished by said Company, is sufficient Mine since 1970 and has a thorough knowledge of the Mon 
for Thirty 'Sluice Heads'." Cristo, Excelsior, Fir Cap, and Telegraph area. 

The amount of the capital stock of the Company was $3,000, 	 Sol Woods, who was one of the most enterprising of mine 
consisting of 12 shares of $250 each . 	 and an influential citizen ,of the mining country of Sierra Count 

having longtime and w ide-spread mining interests , was tl 
proprietorof at least two ditches of the Excelsior-Monte-Fir Ci 
area. 

HARDENBURGH DITCH: 	 One of his ditches, referrred to as the "Upper Ditch", whit 
In 1854 there was a ditch, known as the Hardenburgh Ditch, was in considerable past composed of a flume, obtained i 

which supplied water to the Eureka Diggings from Eureka Creek . water from Wood's Ravine east of Fir Cap Mountain which Wi 

In March of 1854, David H. Mitchel, sold his one-fourth interest mainly supplied from a big spring, and delivered it to tt 
in the Hardenburgh and Company Ditch to Joseph Johnston for diggings at Monte Cristo. It had a length of between a mile and 
$50. The ditch supplied water for the Hardenburgh and Com half and two miles . This ditch, since it furnished water for It 
pany's mining claims at Eureka. early diggings at Monte Cristo , was probably originally co' 

structed in the middle 1850's. Mr. Woods was working at h 
McDOWELL 'S DITCH : c laims at Monte Cristo in 1862. 

A second Mr. referred as "Low.In 1854 a ditch, known as McDowell'S Ditch, brought water 	 ditch of Woods , to the 
Ditch" , had a course about 200 vertical feet below the dit(from Fiddle Creek to the diggings at Brandy City. 
described above, and also was partly a flume but not so great 
part as his other. This ditch secured its water from Sol Wood 

FISK DITCHES: Ravine , and the small steams of several ravines it crossed nor' 
There was a Fisk Ditch and Flume in the Eureka area in use of Woods' Ravine. It delivered water to the Excelsior Diggin~ 

from the middle 1850's into the l'860's . A letter from a Monte for hydraulicking and was also about two miles long. It 
Cristo correspondent to the Sierra Democrat in January of 1863, thought that this ditch was originally constructed in the 1870' 
reported that : "F isk and Company of Eureka have constructed a 
branch ditch from the head of Whisky Creek to this place (Monte MORRISTOWN AND CRAIG'S FLA T DITCHES : 
Cristo) during the past season , capable of carrying 500 inches of By the mid 1850's water was being brought from Little ar

: ! ~ 
water. It is their intention next season to complete said ditch to 	 Big Canyon Creeks and ravines to the extensive diggingsL:L 	 the head of Goodyears Creek ." Morristown and Craig's Flat. Within a few years these ditchr 

were improved, enlarging them to carry more water for th·e i 
GREEN AND COMPANY'S DITCH : creased hydrauliC operations. In 1875, the American Compan 

In the Fall of 1854, Ben Green and Company were at work which had the greatest hydrauliC operation at Morristow 
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enlarged its ditch from Canyon Creek to provide sufficient water 
forthe expand ing needs of the Company. This great ditch, much 
of which is still clearly evident, had the capacity to carry 2,000 
miners' inches of water, which was sufficient for the 
simultaneous operation of six huge monitors. In the late 1870's 
there were twenty miles of ditches supplying water to the 
diggings at Morristown and Craig's Flat. The reader Is referred to 
the Chapteron the : Histories of Morristown and Craig's Fiat, for 
more information abo:.Jt ditches and mining at these two places. 

SUMMIT TUNNEL AND DITCH COMPANY: 
On October 16th of 1857, the Summit Tunnel and Ditch 

Company filed Articles of Incorporation, the Company having as 
its purpose the construction of a tunnel through the dividing 
ridge between Rabbit Creek in Sierra County and Grass Valley in 
the same county, and the digging of a ditch from the tunnel to 
the South Fork of the Feather River. 

Capitalization was $75,000 and the principal place of 
business was Rabbit Creek, i.e., La Porte. Stockholders were: 
James A . Johnson, Samuel Marriott, Everts, Wilson and 
Company, Fuller Buell, Albert Nelsonz, Wm . Kilbourn, R. 
Tregaskis, F . W . Taylor, Celestin Cayot, Byington and McMann, 
Joseph A. and A. J. Rigby, Jas. W. Caffry, and J . P. Hargrave. 

SLA TE CREEK FLUME AND MINING COMPANY: 
On June 14th of 1858; S. F. Seabury, I. K. Barry, G. W. 

Shutts, and F. Zimmerman, filed Articles of Incorporation of the 
Slate Creek Flume and Mining Company, with a capital stock of 
f i fty thousand dollars, with the principal place of business being 
in La Porte . 

The object of the Company was to construct a flume on Slate 
Creek , in Sierra County , for general mining purposes on the 
creek . 

FEATHER RIVER AND ST. LOUIS CANAL COMPANY: 
Articles of Incorporation of the Feather River and St. Louis 

Canal Company were filed June 29th of 1858, by A. A. Hover, 
John S. Mather, W . A . Holcomb, and R. S. Carter of the town of 
SI. Louis , Sierra County . 

The purpose of the Company was to construct a canal or 
ditch from " a ravine near the head-waters of the Feather River, 
Gold Lake and the various other Lakes that flow into and form a 
part of the Feather River in the County of Plumas . Thence on the 
best and most practicable route to or near the town of SI. Louis 
in the county of Sierra , said waters to be used and sold for 
mining, mill or machine purposes . Said canal so diverging as to 
run to a certain pOint at or near the head-waters of Nelson Creek 
and including the waters thereof at a certain point on said creek 
intersecting the line of survey of said canal from St. Louis to the 
above named pOint. To be taken along the most practicable 
route to the destination aforesa id, passing the Staffa Mining 
District; Cold Canyon Mining District ; the town of Poker Flat 
and Mining District; Wahoo Hill Mining District; Greenwood 
Mining District; Cedar Grove Mining District; St . Louis and 
Mining District ; town of Chandlerville and Mining District ; town 
of Port Wine and Mining District; Mount Pleasant and Mining 
District; and thence to Scales Diggings." Capital stock of the 
Corporation was $500,000 divided into 2,500 shares . 

ALTURAS TUNNEL AND MINING COMPANY: 
Articles of Incorporation of the Alturas Tunnel and Mining 

Company were filed by A. Jump, I. Boucher , Jacob Engler, 
Charles P. Gerlchten, and James M. Williams, on September 
30th of 1859, with a capital stock of $20,000. The object of the 
Company "is to drive a bed-rock Tunnel from the Cedar Grove 
ravine in a northerly direction to the mining claims back of the 
Town of SI. Louis , to put a flume in said Tunnel for mining 
purposes and more usually known a~ a tail flume." 

The principal place of business was at St. Louis in Northern 
Sierra Coun ty . 

DATA ON DITCHES FROM THE COUNTY ASSESSOR'S 
REPORT FOR 1859 : 

A. J. McKinsey, Assessor of Sierra County, in his official 
report submitted in June of 1859, reported that there were 114 
ditches in the county, having a to tal length of 291 miles . with a 
capacity of carrying a total of 26,733 miner's inches , and having 
a value of $520,950. 

DITCHES FROM 1868 REPORT OF J. ROSS BROWNE: 
J . Ross Brown in his Report of the " Mineral Resources of the 

States and Territories West of the Rocky Mountains" , which was 
published in 1868, includes in his: Table of Water Ditches of 
Sierra County, the following ditches of the Northern Sierra 
County area : 

Name of Ditch Source of Water Miles in Length 

American Little Grizzly Creek 7 
Arnott Fiddle Creek 7 
Fiddle Creek Fiddle Creek 3 
Fisk Goodyears Creek 4 
Green and Purdy Little Grizzly Canyon 4 
Grizzly Hill Cherokee Creek 2 
Hoosier Canyon Creek 11 
Kimball Bunker Hill 6 
Sayers (Sears) Union --- Slate Creek and 3 

Tri butaries 
Slate Creek and Slate Creek (West Branch) 3 

Gibsonville 
Snow Creek Slate Creek 4 

Waukegan Slate Creek (West Branch) 3 

DITCHES SHOWN ON 1867 CROSSMAN AND COCHRANE 
MAP : 

The followin.g ditches are shown on an 1867 Map of Sierra 
County by Crossman and Cochrane, which was prepared from 
Surveys made by Messrs . James. Dodson, and Jones , all of 
whom were surveyors of Sierra Co unty . The Map was prepared at 
the request of Professor Blake and was approved by the Sierra 
County Board of Supervisors in 1867. 
(NOTE .' The reader is referred to the author's Volume III of thi s 
series of books on the history of Sierra County, entitled: 
" Alleghany and Forest City; Treasure Towns" , where on Page 
38b a Map which was prepared from the Crossman-Cochrane 
Map is shown : 
1. Conly Ditch in a direction southwest an.d between near
Gibsonville and La Porte. 
2. Slate Creek Ditch in a direction northest from Gibsonville to 
Whi sky Diggings. 
3. Slate Creek and Rabbit Creek Ditch, running southwest 
between Gibso nville and La Porte . 
4. Ditch of the Sears Union Water Company running from near 
the headwaters of Slate Creek, and about a half mile below Slate 
Creek House, to St . Louis. 
5. A Ditch from near Deadwood and Sebastopol south to Eureka. 
6. The Fisk Ditch from about two miles north of Eureka to the 
Eureka Diggings. 
7. Four other Ditches, two from the south and two from the west 
to Eureka . 
8. Cole and Steven's Ditch from Big Canyon Creek to Brandy 
City . 
10. A Ditch from Fiddle Creek southwest to Brandy City . 
11. Ditch from Grizzly (Hill) northeast to a gravel mine. 
A Ditch down Craycroft Ridge from the north to the viCinity of 
Craycroft Diggings. 

DITCHES SHOWN ON 1874 MAP OF CHARLES W. HENDEL: 
The following ditches of the region of Northern Sierra County 

are shown on an 1874 Map of Sierra County, prepared by Charles 
W. Hendel, who was a prominent citizen, surveyor and m ining 
man of Sierra County for many years and who was County 
Surveyor of Sierra County from 1870 to 1872 : A copy of this Map 
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is in the Museum at Downieville. 

1. A ditch from Canyon Creek to the diggings at Brandy City. 
2. The Proposed Sierra Canal from Gold Lake to near Queen City 
and Grass Flat. 
3. Five ditches which delivered water to the Eureka Diggings. 
4. The ditch of Gard and Orr from the West Branch of Slate Creek 
near Gibsonville to the vicinity of La Porte. 
6. A ditch from Howland Flat to Sackett's Gulch. 
1881 reported: "It Is expected that waterto some of the diggings 
at Howland Flat will be brought through the new ditch and piped 
down the St. Louis and up the Greenwood ridge within a few 
days." 

PIONEER MINING COMPANY DITCH: 
In the mid-1870's, the Pioneer Mining Company of Grass 

Flat, above Queen City, had a ditch "In the vicinity of Poker 
Flat". (M . M. 11-25-76) 

ST. LOUIS - GRASS FLAT DITCH: 
In 1880, "Chinamen took the contract to finish the ditch from 

St . Louis to Grass Flat by December." (M. M. 10-30-80) 

REBUILDING FLUME: 
"The Brandy City Mining Company is making preparations to 

rebuild their long flume which takes water from Big Canyon 
Creek and which was much injured by slides last winter." (M . M . 
7-31-80) 

MORSE DITCH : 
"W. A . Morse is at work on his new ditch at Eureka, and will 

have nine miles of it in good order next waterseason ." (M. M. 9
25-80) . . . 

NEW DITCH FROM HOWLAND FLAT TO ST. LOUIS: 
A news item in the Mountain Messenger of January 8th of 

1881 reported : "It is expected that water to some of the diggings 
at Howland Flat will be brought through the new ditch and piped 
down the St. Louis and up the Greenwood ridge within a few 
days ." 

MORRISTOWN DITCH: 
"The Morristown Company have their ditch completed to 


Craig's Flat, and have two new monitors in position ." 


DITCH AT DEADWOOD: 
Delinquent Tax Notices in the Mountain Messenger of 

February 15th of 1890, records a ditch of J . F. Thomas at 
Deadwood, known as the Independent Ditch, the head dam of 
which was in Little Grizzly Ravine, and which distributed water 
into the Morristown Ditch at Deadwood . Mr. Thomas had mining 
claims at Deadwood known as the Blue Tunnel Mining Company 
claims. 

DITCH FROM ILLINOIS RAVINE: 
Also, according the Delinquent Tax List referred to above, 

the Belmont Consolated Mining Company had a ditch, the head 
dam of which was In Illinois Canyon. It was a one-mole ditch, 
had a capacity of sixty inches, and distributed water at the 
Belmont claims . (NOTE : illinois Creek has Its mouth on Big 
Canyon Creek about half a mile above Poker Flat, with Its 
canyon being north of Poker Flat and running in a south
northdirection . 

JOHNSVILLE, JAMISON CITY, AND THE PLUMAS-EUREKA 
MINE. 

Though Johnsville, which still exi!)ts as a small settlement, 
and the site of the also early settlement, are In Plumas County, 
the author chose to include some account of their history in this 
volume ---- though In relatively brief fashion --- and that of the 
great Plumas-Eureka Mine at Johnsville, or, as the town was 
also known, Johnstown . There were early Intimate relations 
between Johnsville and Jamison City and the towns of Northern 
Sierra County, especially after a wagon road was constructed in 
the 1860's connecting the two regions. People from the two 

areas traveled back and forth, and squads of skilled snowshoe
racers from the towns of the two regions competed, with some 
of the tournaments being held at towns in Northern Sierra 
County such as Gibsonville and La Porte, the latter town being 
in Sierra County until 1866, and others at Johnsville. 

As early as the late 1850's mining in the vicinity of Johnsville 
andJamisonCitywasflourishing with the Eureka, Mammoth, '76 
and the Rougn and Ready working. About one and one-half 
miles from Jamison City, the site of which is about one and one
half miles a little east of north of Johnsville and southwest of 
Madera Lake about Itv-ee-fourths of a mile, and up Jamison 
Creek, was the Mammoth Quartz Company ; while on a 
mountain, which is named Eureka Peak , and about a mile from 
the mine of the Mammoth Company was the mine of the Eureka 
Quartz Company. The '76 Quartz Company had its mine a half 
mile from that of the Mammoth Company, while the Rough and 
Ready Company was operating a mine a mile and a half further 
up the creek from the Mammoth . The '76 and the Rough and 
Ready began work in 1858. Here from the Mountain Messenger 
of October 18th of 1862, are excerpts from a long article about 
the quartz mines of the Johnsville-Jamison City district, and a 
description of the fabulous Eureka Mine, or as it was also 
known, Eureka M ills, and the Plumas-Eureka. 

A RICH QUARTZ DISTRICT 

"In Plumas County, bn the line of the Marysville and Beck
with (Beckwourth) Pass Turnpike, in the vicinity of Jamison 
Creek, one of the branches of the middle fork of Feather River, Is 
situated one of the most remarkable quartz districts of 
California. Its direction from La Porte Is nearly north, and from 
Quincy, northeast, it being about 24 miles from each place. The 
ledges already prospected are the Eureka, Mammoth, Rough 
and Ready rand Seventy-Six, all of which were discovered near 
the summit of Mount Eureka (Eureka Peak). The Eureka ledge 
opens on the northeast corner of the peak; the Mammoth Is 
located beneath the Eureka; the Rough and Ready and the 
Seventy-Six are above the Eureka. Rich veins are found cropping 
out in various other places In the hill, some of which are ex
ceedingly auriferous. Nearly $1,0000,000 has been taken from 
the Eureka ledge alone since its discovery. The Mammoth has 
produced largely, but owing to the broken condition of the ledge 
and the great expense of transporting the rock a mile down the 
steep mountain side, to the mill situated upon Jamison Creek, 
the operations of the company have not been attended by 
continued prosperity. The Seventy-Six and the Rough and 
Ready, as far as worked, have furnished the richest quartz of 
any. Both companies, however, were ruined by the failure of 
expensive schemes for sliding or conveying the rock to the base 
of the mountain. The former is still worked, the quartz being 
packed to the Mammoth mills in gunny sacks on mules. Last 
year it produced at the rate of $75 per ton . The Rough and Ready 
ledge is owned by capitalists in Sacramento, and Is not being 
worked at present. There are several veins In close proximity to 
the Seventy-Six which are known to be rich, and which must 
eventually be worked with great success . Jamison Creek canyon 
divides the Eureka mountain from two similar mountains on the 
south and southeast. Evidences of gold-bearing veins are found 
In each. A quite regular ledge is also found, cropping out at 
intervals, in an almost direct line towards the Downieville Buttes 
(the great craggy peak~ of the Sierra Butte, north of Sierra City), 
which must be some twelve or fifteen miles southeast. One 
ledge, at least, on the soatheast side of the creek Is being 
prospected, with every indication of success. But even If no 
other ledges than those on Eureka prove successful , we hazard 
the prediction that within one score years, that mountain alone 
will produce from $500,000 to $1,000,000 In gold per annum." 

THE EUREKA LEDGE AND MILLS: 
"Quite a change of proprietorship took place in this company 

on the 1st of October. Messrs . Howeli, Black and Coulter, who 
have composed the Board of Director for the past few years, sold 
fifty-six shares of the capital stock held by themselves to 
Messrs. Reynolds, Reis and Company of San Francisco. This 
was rather an extensive sale, when we consider that single 
shares are held at $800. 

"The new Board of Directors are as follows: John S. Graham, 
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President; T. Farrish, Secretary; C. H. Reynolds, Treasurer. 
Operations of the company seem to be progressing about as 
usual. The ledge is now prospected over 400 feet horizontally in 
the hill, and down perpendicularly over 250 feet. The lead is 
being worked about eight feet in width, though In some places it 
is found to be upwards of twenty feet. The rock now being taken 
out is raised by a whim some 150 feet to a railroad, upon which it 
is run nearly a mile to the mills . This railroad partly encircles a 
beautiful lake, three-fourths of a mile in diameter. The water of 
this lake is forty feet deep, having been raised about twenty feet 
above its natural le)lel by a large embankment. The scenery of 
the place -- (which Is·at an altitude of 8,000 feet above the sea) -
- is picturesque and grand . A rocky pinnacle, of perhaps a 
thousand feet, raises its rugged form above the lake. The mills, 
three in number, are located in the ravine which formed the 
natural outlet of the lake. The first one has 12 stamps; the 
second , 2 stamps and 3 arastras; and the third, 16 stamps. A 
ponderous water wheel, forty feet In diameter, propels the 
machinery of the lower mill, which Is one of the finest and most 
perfect in operation of any in the State. Its capacity for crushing 
is from twenty to twenty-five tons per day. The battery of the 
middle mill is dry-worked, and the crushings are afterwards run 
through the arastras. A great saving of gold Is effected by this 
method, consequently the richest rock is reserved for this mill. 
Owing to the difficulty of raising from the ledge a large amount 
of rock by horse power, but one mill Is run at night, the others 
keeping up their noisy stamping during the day. The company 
will soon have a steam engine at work in the ledge, hoisting the 
rock directly to the railroad in the main tunnel. They are also 
running a drift tunnel lower dowlI the mountain side, with the 
expectation of putting up a steam mill at its mouth . The im-

Jamison Mine near Johnsville - Photo about 1895 Courtesy : John I. MacGregor 

provements contem plated by the Eureka Company for the 
coming year are expensive, but when once completed an im
mense amount of quartz wiil be taken out and crushed, yielding 
dividends of mammoth proportions. It is not the richness of the 
ledge that has made the company so successful, but the 
magnitude and regularity of the lead. From portions of the 
ledge, rock has been taken out and crushed at an average ex
pense of less than $6 per ton. The dividend of the company last 
year, above expense, is reported at $100,000, which is equal to 
the entire net profits of some flourishing manufacturing villages 
in our Eastern States." 

The following article, which is a description of the operation 
of the Plumas-Eureka Mine in 1881, appeared in the Mountain 
Messenger of September 17th of that year. It was prepared by a 
man with the initials C. H . following a visit he made to the mine . 

PLUMAS-EUREKA MINE: 

EDITOR MESSENGER : 
"Having just returned from a trip to Plumas County, it will 

perhaps be interesting to some of your many readers to hear 
about this great mine. The writer was acquainted with some of 
the discoverers of the above mine. The mine Is located near 
Jamison Creek on the top of a mountain, some 3,000 feet from 
or above the creek . At the mine I met my friend, Mr. T. B. Inch, 
the Sec'y for the Company, and a gentelman, every inch of him . 
He introduced me to the Supt. , Mr. Hosklngs, and his brother, 
who took me through the mine, very kindly showing me all that 
could be seen. I thank you again, gentlemen, for your kindness . 
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Town of Johnsville about 1895, Plumas-Eureka Mine at Left, Schoolhouse on the Right. 

May your shadow never grow less, and that you may prosper in 
this world is my sincere wish . The mine Is one of the best 
timbered quartz mines I have seen in the State. The tunnel Is 
3,400 feet long. The quartz is drawn out in large iron cars by 
mules, Each car contains 11/2 tons of quartz, and five cars are 
taken out each trip . The lode is from 4 to 20 feet wide . At the 
mouth of the tunnel Is a large steam boiler. The steam is forced· 
in through iron pipe, driving two engines in the mine, used for 
hoisting ore. There is no waste rock, everything Is crushed. 
Their mills are run by water power. A lake Is located on the top 
of the mountain from which the water is obtained. The Company 
built a new sixty-stamp mill near Johntown at the foot of the 
mountain. A tunnel is now running from this mill to the lode, 
and will tap the lode at least 1,000 feet lower than it has ever 
been worked before. The new mill Is a model of workmanship. It 
has sixty-sixty stamps, three ore breakers, self-feeders, twenty
four pans and all modem improvements for saving gold . All the 
machinery is run by a Tribune wheel. The mill Is managed by a 
very few men. The Company owns their own saw-mill and sell 
considerable lumber. At their machine shop nearly everything 
that can be made forthe mine is manufactured. Their car wheels 
and rails are all steel, and come from England, and are laid down 
in San Francisco much cheaper than our own manufacturers 
would sell them at. Their steel ralls only cost a fraction over 
three cents, laid down in San Francisco, duly paid . Thirty 
arastras are run on sand or tailings that come from the mill. 
These are run by water power. They are owned by three Italian 
Companies, w~o pay monthly rent to the Plumas-Eureka Mill 
Company .. .... . 

Forest City , Sept. 13, 1881. 

C. H. 

Courtesv: John I. MacGregor 

The Eureka Mine, for many years, was owned and operated 
by the same English company, wh ich had its headquarters in 
London, which owned and operated the similarly-great Sierra 
Buttes Quartz Mine near Sierra City . The reader is referred to 
Volume II of this series of books on the history of Sierra County 
entitled : SIERRRA CITY AND GOODYEARS BAR, for an ac
count of the history of the Sierra Buttes Quartz Mine. 

EARL Y TRAIL ROUTES FROM DOWNIEVILLE TO MOHAWK 
VALLEY VIA JAMISON: 

As early as the middle 1850's there was a trail from 
Downieville up the canyon of the early-named Middle Fork of the 
North Fork of the North Yuba River, a stream simply referred to 
as the Middle Fork, and now named Lavezzola Creek, to pass 
near Spencer Lake, and then over a ridge to pass near Jamison 
Lake and on down into Mohawk Valley. A second 1850's trail 
route from Downieville to Mohawk Valley , had a course up the 
canyon of the East Fork of the North Fork of the North Yuba, a 
stream now-named Pauley Creek , through Gold Valley, and on 
to pass by the early settlement of Jamison City northeast of 
Eureka Peak, and to descend into Mohawk Valley. The Middle 
Fork trail was in the 1860's regarded as being one of the best 
routes from the region of the North Yuba, i .e. , Downieville and 
vicinity, to travel to reach the silver mines of the Washoe 
country, i.e., Virginia City and vicinities. 

As early as 1859 there was discussion about constructing a 
wagon road to connect Downieville with Jamison City and 
Mohawk Valley. During the summer of that year several men 
began the work of plotting the course of and laying out a trail for 
the road , which it was indicated, put Jamison City at a d istance 
of sixteen miles from Downieville. The route for the proposed 
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Plumas-Eureka Mine at Johnsville 

road was from Downieville to the Empire Ranch about four miles 
northeast of Downieville, "thence to Wilson's Ranch; thence to 
the summit of the divide between the west branch of the middle 
fork of the Yuba and the main middle fork, to a low gap about 
one and one-half miles from Wilson's; thence down the east 
side of the divide to the middle fork at Rattlesnake Flat; thence 
up the Valley of the middle fork to Clover Forks; thence up 
Illingworth 's Fork to Woodson's Pass; thence down the middle 
fork to the emigrant road; and thence on the road to Jamison 
City . .. . ... . It will be only thirty-eight miles from Downieville to 
Quincy in Plumas County by this new route." (Sierra Democrat 
of July 6th of 1859.) This propposed road was never constructed. 

Of interest In connection with the Jamison Trail Route Is an 
account in an 1860 issue of the Sierra Democrat, which 
describes how several men, bound for the sliver mines of 
Virginia City, transported a wagon from Downieville to Mohawk 
Valley on this trail. They placed the bed of the wagon on one 
mule, the rear wheels on another mule, the front wheels on a 
third animal, and the wagon tongue and the harness on a fourth 
animal . Arriving in Mohawk Valley where there was a road, they 
reassembled the wagon and proceeded on to Sierra Valley and 
over Beckwourth Pass and on to the mines of Virginia City. The 
reader is referred to the author's Volume IV of this series of 
books on the history of Sierra County entitled: "SIERRA 
VALLEY, JEWEL OF THE SIERRAS", for a more complete 
description of the trails from Downieville via Jamison City and 
Jamison Lake into Mohawk Valley . 

PLUMAS EUREKA STATE PARK 

In 1959 the areaofJonnsvllle and the Plumas-Eureka Mine 
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was made a State Park . A plaque near the Administration and 
Museum Building reads : 

PIONEER SKI AREA OF AMERICA 

THE FIRST SPORT SKI AREA IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
WAS IN THE SIERRA NEVADA, BY 1860 RACES WERE HELD IN 
THE PLUMAS-SIERRA REGION . THE- MINING TOWNS OF 
WHISKEY DIGGINGS, POKER FLAT, PORT WINE, ONION 
VALLEY, LA PORTE, JAMISON CITY, AND JOHNSVILLE, 
ORGANIZED THE EARLIEST SKI CLUBS AND ANNUAL 
COMPETITIONS. 

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 723 
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK COM
MISSION IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PLUMAS COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, AND THE PLUMAS SKI CLUB . 
FEBURARY 12. 1961 

The following information on the Plumas-Eureka Mine and 
the Map are from a Bulletin prepared by the staff of the Park 
Office. The author here wishes to thank the Park Management 
for making this Bulletin available for inclusion in this history: 

THE PLUMAS-EUREKA MINE AND THE MOHA WK MILL 

"it all started in the Spring of 1851, when nine prospectors 
moved down Jamison Creek looking for new gold fields. While 



camping at the foot of Gold Mountain, now known as Eureka 
Peak, some of the party climbed the mountain and came upon 
the outcropping of a ledge that late became the Plumas-Eureka 
Mine. The party notified friends, and the original Eureka 
Company of 36 members was formed. For the next two decades 
the various claims were operated Individually with varying 
degreees of success until the London based Sierra Buttes 
Mining Company purchased the entire workings In 1873. This 
British firm combined all of the workings under one manager 
and continu~d a profitable operation for approximately 30 
years ." 
No. 1 on Map: "The Plumas-Eureka Area mines and mills were a 
highly sophisticated operation. But, in Its early days, arrastre 
stones were also used to crush the quartz. These stone chili 
wheels get their name from the Chilean miners who brought the 
idea to the California mine fields. They were originally much 
larger, probably 9 feet in diameter, but wore down rapidly during 
heavy use. 
No. 2 on Map: "The BLACKSMITH was of major Importance to a 
mining community . He manufactured and repaired all of the Iron 
tools In dally use. He fashioned are buckets, horseshoes, 
kitchen tools, and repaired wagon and machinery parts with the 
anvil, tools and forge in the rear of the shop. The huge bellows 
was worked by hand for forcing air across the coals to create 
temperatures high enough to melt Iron . The tire shrlnker In the 
front of the shop was used to hand weld the steel wagon tires of 
the period. The original balcksmlth shop was near the stamp 
mill. This shop was moved from the Gaston Ranch In 1961 , and 
is approcimateiy the same age and style. 
No. 3 on Map: "Restoration of the STABLE in 1969, brought 
back its original appearance. Company horses and the mine 
superintendent 's personal horse were kept here. Looking up 
from here, one can see Gold Mountain, now known as Eureka 
Peak. This mountain has an elevation of 7,447 feet and encloses 
over 65 miles of mining tunnels which have yielded over 8 
millior. dollars In gold . 
No . 4 : "The UTiliTY BUILDING had a variety of uses since the 
late 1870's. It probably was used for offices as well as storage. 
The restoration started In 1971, with the building of the cemented 
rock foundation. Original construction was on loose rocks at 
ground level. This and heavy snows Is why these old buildings 
suffered rapid deterioration . Many other buildings that were a 
part of the mining complex have long since disappeared for this 
reason. 
NO.5 : " The ORE came to a central location behind the 
MOHAWK MILL where a value judgment was made of whether or 
not to process the ore. If it were to be processed, It entered the 
mill at the top,and, as It droppped through the seven stories of 
chutes and crushers , it was reduced to marble-size before It 
reached the stamps. If not processed, It was cast aside and 
formed large rock plies or tailings. 
NO . 5 : THE MOHAWK MILL HAD 20 STAMPS operating In 
December of 1878, and was built at a cost of approximately 
$50,000. By 1880, there were 60 stamps . From the crushers 
above, the ore was fed Into the stamps located on the main 
floor. Two batteries of stamps remain In place. The stamps 
varied in weight from 600 to 950 pounds, and were raised and 
dropped 8V2 Inches about 80 times per minutes, stamping the 
marble-sized are to a fine wnlte sand . The loud slamming of 
stamps could be heard for miles up and down the canyons as 
each stamp could crush 2'/2 tons (a small dump-truck load), 
each 24 hours . 

. "Milling of ore was carried on here for approximately 40 
years . In 1925, only 20 stamps remained, many of them being 
purchased over the years by the nearby Jamison Mine. A partial 
restoration of this structure was completed by 1962, at a cost of 
$25,000. 
NO . 6 : "WATER WHEELS were used throughout the mines to 
convert water pressure to the rotary motion needed to 11ft and 
drop the stamps. The 9-foot Knight Wheel used here Is stili In 
place in the pit. The 4-inch nozzle that directed the 260-foot head 
(approximately a pressure of 90 Ibs per square Inch) of water 
against the wheelis missing. Webbed belting between the large 
handmade wooden pulleys transferred the water power to the 
crushers, stamps and other mill machinery. 
No.7: THE PENSTOCK and ditches and flumes were used to 
tran-sport water from far up Jamison Creek to the power 
generating water wheel. Pressure boxes were Installed along the 

I ine and used to release any air from the water so that an even 
stream would strike the waterwheel. The mill neeeded a steady 
and continuous flow for efficient operation. 
No . 8: "THE EUREKA TUNNEL was started in 1876, in order to 
tap the quartz vein at a lower level and to provide a means of 
bringing ore down through the mountain from the upper 
workings . The tunnel averaged 6 feet in width and by 1888, was 
over 6,000 feet in length. Ore was moved through the many 
miles of tunnels in these ore carts which carried nearly a ton of 
ore. Tunnels were dri lled on a very slight incline so that a 
minimum of mule power was neeeded to move the loaded ore 
carts from the working face to the mill hoppers. 
NO.9 : "THE OVERHEAD TRAM structure formed the anchor for 
one end of the tramway, the "Bull Wheel" can stili be seen on 
the north end. Ore was transported from the tunnels located 
higher on the mountain to the mill partly by tramways which 
utilized gravity for power. In 1888 there were three trams In 
operation , two were 1.700 feet in length, while the third was 800 
feet. Ore buckets returning to the mining area were at times 
utfllzed to carry miners up the mountain side. 
No. 10: 'THE POWDER HOUSE was built of non-Inflammable 
material to protect the powder and was constructed a safe 
distance from any other structures or mine entrances . Black 
powder was first stored here and in later years dynamite was 
introduced." 

MONUMENT: 

At the junction of State Highways 89 and 70, about a mile 
and a half north of Johnsville on the valley floor, there Is a 
Historical Landmark about Johnsvi lle and Jamison City which 
was placed by the State Division of Highways. 

The plaque reads : "JAMISON CITY, EUREKA MINE AND 
MILL, JOHNSTOWN. 
ALONG THE PIONEER TRAIL LIES JAMISON CITY AND MINE. 
LARGE PRODUCER, FAMOUS FOR ITS 52-POUND NUGGET : 
EUREKA MILL AND MINE YIELDING 17 MILLION TO CORNISH 
MINERS AND OTHERS, JOHNSTOWN, NOW JOHNSVILLE, 
WELL PRESERVED 1849 TOWN. 

HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 196 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS -- DIVISION OF HIGH
WAYS . 

PARK MUSEUM: 

The Park Museum, which is conveniently located near the 
entrance to the Park, contains many things native to the history 
of Johnsville, the Plumas-Eureka Mine, and the area. It Is well 
worth the time of the visitor to the Park to spend liberal time 
viewing the exh ibits. Among the many items of Interest In the 
Museum are a pair of 12-foot-long racing snowshoes like those 
used in the famous old-time snowshoe race tournaments held 
from the 1860's into the early 1900's between teams of racers of 
Johnsville, other towns of Plumas County, and towns of Nor
thern Sierra County, and scale models of a stamp mill and an 
arrastre which were made by Steve Pezzola, a member of an 
early family of Johnsville. A brother, George, who has been a 
resident of Downieville for the many years from the 1920's, was 
for several years a mill-man of one of the mills of the Plumas
Eureka Mine . The Museum also contains a number of fine and 
very interesting photographs of early Johnsville and the Plumas
Eureka Mine . 

Richard J. Sinnot, the author's uncle, taught school at 
Johnsville in the 1880's . While there he wrote the following 
poem about the town, which describes Johnsville during the 
winter time. The poem is dated January 22nd of 1880. It Is 
thought that the poem was published In an Issue of the Plumas 
National Bulletin In 1880, which newspaper was being published 
at Quincy. 
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THE SNOW-COVERED PRECINCTS OF JOHNSVILLE 

For weeks the snow has been failing so fast, 

That fathoms, not feet, have settled at last. 

The houses o'er roof are covered around, 

And of life, orthe living, there's scarcely a sound . 

The "has-beens" now sit with their feet on the stove, 

And talk of old times, and the tunnels they drove, 

Of the times when a man with shovel and gun, 

Could, with gold , to the top fill a two-gallon can, 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


From afar, if on Johnsville you happen ' to look, 

You would think that the people their homes had forsook, 

Till perchance from a hole In the snow there-about, 

A man clad for winter is seen coming out. 

He gazes to find some trace of the town, 

But nothing Is seen but the smoke curling round, 

And the pipes coming up through the beautiful snow, 

Tell plainly enough that life Is below, 

To the burrow of life let us hurriedly go, 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


Within, lighted up, by candle and lamp, 

Sit Major and miner, teacher and tramp, 

Each striving with ardor a tale to unfold, 

Which will leave his competitors "out In the cold". 

And the least of which, 'tis sad to Indite, 

Would bury Munchausen forever from sight. 

At a table nearby, In smoke, like a fog, 

The champions contend In a game of "de Frog". 

Thus we merely exist like a log In a bog, 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


The snow-shoes now stand In the corners around, 

And oils, waxes, resin and pitches abound. 

The socks on the shoes engaged In a war, 

Concerning the merits of spirits of tar. 

They tell of Ingredients to make the dope last, 

And also essentials which make It so fast. 

How races are lost, and races are won, 

By a phenomenal change in the heat of the sun, 

Who took the purses, and those who took none, 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


Of billards too, we've many who know, 

Much more of the game than Is known to Vlgnaux. 

And Shafter and Siosson -- the knights of the cue, 

Can't play Quite so well as a meln that we knew. 

He would place the ball on the uppermost dot, 

Make fourteen full cushions and back to the spot. 

And the runs he made I am loath to relate, 

But at one time they numbered three hundred and eight, 

The largest run that's been made up to date 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


Meanwhile the wind howls dismally round, 

But we people below can scarce hearthe sound ._ 

The light drifting snow whirls mad through the air, 

And even the trees have a look of despair. 

The Ice-covered trunks, and the branches bent down, 

As if in Quest of the snow-covered town. 

The peak just behind, a monument high; 

The low moaning winds, the forest's deep sigh, 

And the shrill bitter blast Is Dame Nature's cry, 

For the snow-covered children of Johnsville. 


While without seems nothing but gloom -- Icy tomb, 

There's abundant provision In each little room; 

In ignorance here of the world and Its cares, 

Because the deep snow has closed all thorough-fares, 

We'll hibernate here like the squirrel and snake, 

But when the sun shines again, our exit we'lf make. 

With the children we'll join our carols to sing, 

And the peaks here about the echo shall ring. 

Then we will shoot o'er the snow, like a bird on the wing, 

In the snow-covered precincts of Johnsville. 


JOHNSVILLE, January 22d, 1880. 

MARYSVILLE AND OROVILLE FIRES 

Because there were in early times, ---- and continuing to the 
present time with La Porte ---- close relationships between 
Marysville and Oroville and the towns of Northern Sierra County, 
the author has entered the following accounts of a disastrous 
fire in each of these two towns of Yuba County . The account of 
the Marysville fire orlginaliy appeared in the Marysville Herald 
of May 26th of 1854, and was printed In the Sierra Citizen of May 
27th of that year. The account of the Oroville fire is from the 
Sierra Democrat of July 10th of 1858 : 

GREA T FIRE IN MARYSVILLE 

NEARL YTHREE SQUARES IN RUINS. 


"At half past 9 last evening (May 25th), a fire broke out In the 
Mansion House, on the east side of D street, between 2d and 3d , 
a few doors north of the Empire Block. A very light breeze was 
blowing at the time from the south-east. All the buildings In the 
row In which the Mansion House stood, except the Empire 
Block, being of wood, the flames spread rapidly. The whole of 
that row and the whole of the square bounded by D, Second and 
Third Streets, and Maiden Lane, was soon a mass of ruins, 
excepting the Empire Block, which, being perfectly fire-proof, 
remained secure. The flames were soon carried across D Street, 
and seized upon the Theater, spreading north south, sweeping 
everything on the square bounded by D. Second, Third and High 
Streets, except the brick houses of Green and Banks, and the 
small frame house at the comer of High and Second, and the 
brick fire-proof vau lt at the Court House. 

"From the Court House, at the corner of Third and D Streets, 
it crossed Third and seized upon the Presbyterian Church , from 
which It extended towards Fourth Street, where It was eventually 
subdued, after destroying some four of five houses on that 
square.

"On ihe east side of D Street, the Marlon, the Mansion 
House, Greene's paint-shop, the Young America saloon, 
Bisset's, Gen. Rowe's new buildings, containing the Post Of
fice, at the corner of D and Third Streets, and all the wooden 
buildings on Malden Lane, as far as the Empire Block, were 
destroyed. The greater portion of the mall matter In the Post 
Office was also consumed. On the west side of D Street, 
Murray's large building, the Western House, and all the 
buildings In that row, including the Theatre and Court House, 
and all the buildings from D to High Street, including Judge 
Cushing 's and Mr. Pixley's, and all that stood on High Street are 
consumed. On the square north of Third, besides the 
Presbyterian Church , the houses of Dr. Rice, C. H. Bryan, and 
several others, whose owners and occupants we do not know, 
were all burnt to the ground. The fire was eventually subdued at 
a little after 11 o'clock. It has left a horrible and wide-spread 
mass of ruins to mark Its path." 

OROVILLE IN RUINS 

"On Friday, 2d inst., a fire occurred in the Chinese portion of 
Oroville, which destroyed all the part of the city occupied ex
clusively by the celestlals . We judge, by the RECORD (an 
Oroville newspaper) that the work of the fire was one rather 
desirable than otherwise; but on the evening of the 5th (July 
5th), another fire occurred, compared with which Its predecessor 
was but a bonfire. It, too, had Its start In a house of a Chinaman . 
............ The RECORD issued an Extra, from which we make the 

subjoined extracts, and congratulate Its conductors on their 
happy escape from the conflagration: 

"OROVILLE, July 6, 1858 -- 5 o'clock A. M. ----- A fire broke 
out last evening about eleven o'clock In a Chinese wash-house, 
opposite the Orleans Hotel, on Montgomery Street , and 
spreading with great rapidity, destroyed the entire business 
portion of the town. It is impossible at the prese.nt writing to 
particularize or form anything like a correct estimate of the 
losses. The assessed value of the town property last year was 
upwards of $700,000, and looking at the burnt district In the lurid 
glare, and at the scattered remnants of the town, we are led to 
believe that less than $300,000 worth of property has been 
saved. In the great calamity which has as last fallen upon us, we 
had not means of combatting the devouring element, and as if to 
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l render the destruction of the town certain, the water-works 
failed to supply the demand below Myers Street. The buildings 
occupied by the printing offices were unscathed. Amid all the 
fires of California none have more completely smitten an ex
tensive business community to the earth. 

"We learn that the remains of a person were found near the 
ruins of the St. Louis Hotel. The loss of property is not less than 
$500,000 ." 

AMERICAN VALLEY AND QUINCY 

Since Quincy and its area of Plumas County had early and 
close relationships with the towns of N.orthern Sierra County, 
the following article about American Valley and of Quincy, 
which appeared In the Mountain Messenger of May 30th of 1863, 
Is entered in this volume. Quincy, like Marysville, was a 
"headquarters for the people of Northern Sierra County. It is 
located at edge of the valley. It appears that the article was 
written following a visit to the valley and Quincy by the Editor ofr ' the Mountain Messenger."I~ 

I 

h "We have traveled much In California and have seen some ofll:' her finest valleys, but the finest sight that our eyes have for a 
'. ' long time rested on was reserved for us last week, upon entering 

l American Valley, weary and footsore, after tramping over the' i 
, , snowy ridges of Northern Sierra and Southern Plumas. The 

iI "-~. ~ change of scenery Is almost magical. Today you are In the Icy 
, , I' regions of Siberia, tomorrow in the gardens of Hesperldes. The 

I 
I 

I - variety of scenery In these great mountains of California is 
certainly more astonishing than the climate, excellent though it 
is. We had often heard of these fine valleys of the Sierra Nevada, 
so many of which are within the borders of Plumas County , but 
never had a proper appreciation of their extent and value until 
during 'our few days stay at Quincy. American Valley Is about 
five miles in length and about two miles In width . It Is 
surrounded on all sides by lofty mountains, and Is abundantly 
watered by never-failing streams. The valley Is laid out In farms, 
well fenced, stocked with fine looking cattle, and cultivated In 
many 9arts. The pasturage is excellent at this season. Grain and 
vegetables are raised in American Valley, but fruit does not 
thrive there, In consequence of late frosts. Quincy, the county 
seat of Plumas, Is situated at the base of the mountains near the 
north-western corner of the valley . It Is a pretty and handsomely 
built town, having a good Courthouse and one of the finest 
hotels (Coburn's) in the mountains. The first Impression that a 
stranger forms of Quincy Is that It Is more of a rural than a 
mining town. But the conversation which one soon hears about 
'feet' somewhat dissipates this illusion, and speedily conveys 
the impression that, if the anticipations of the Inhabitants are 
realized, Washoe will soon have no mean rival In Plumas 
County. There is no doubt that very Important discoveries of 
gold and silver and copper lodes are now being made In that 
county, which is one of the most extensive and one of the least 
explored in the State; and we may add, that It Is the opinion of 
many well-informed persons both In Sierra and Plumas, that the 
latter county will, In the course of time, become famous for Its 
quartz mines. There are many other fine agricultural valleys In 
Plumas, most of them of greater extent and some finer to look 
upon, as we are Informed, than American Valley . We are more 
than half inclined to envy the peaceful denizens of those 'happy 
valleys' of Plumas." 

REPORT ON MINES AND MINING IN 
SIERRA COUNTY IN 1872 

The following account of mines and mining In Sierra County 
Is the Fifth Annual Report (1873) of Rossiter W. Raymond, 
United States Commissioner of Mining Statistics, which was 
prlnte9 by the Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 

Much of the Information for the Report, as Indicated by Mr. 
Raymond, came from the pen of Charles W. Hendel, - several 
references to whom will be found In this Volume V of my series 
of books on the history of Sierra County -, who at this time In 
1872-73, was United States deputy minerai surveyor. 

The book containing this Report of mining In Sierra County 
came to the author through the courtesy of Mr. Paul S. James, a 
mining engineer. 

The Report is entered here In its entirety, for It Is bellev 
that it may well be one of the finest of the reports of mines a' 
mining, - especially that of the "Over North" country of Siel 
County available for this period of the 1870's. 

In the naming of many of the mines, West Ravine should 
Wet Ravine, and In the naming of some of the mine owners 
operators, Gard and Orr should probably be Goard and Orr. 

From: Statistics of Mines and Mining in the States al 
Territories West of the Rocky Mountains being the Fifth AnnL 
Report (1873) of Rossiter W . Raymond, Un ited States COl 
missioner of Mining Statistics. 

This county contains within its limits some of the mo 
extensive and profitable hydraulic and drifting ground 
California, as well as numerous veins of quartz. It has n 
heretofore received the attention it deserved, either from II 
press orthe reports of the Mining Commissioner. This year I a 
enabled to present a full and accurate description and report 
its resources, from the pen of Mr. C. W. Hendel, United Statl 
deputy mineral-surveyor, whose practice of his profession; 
civil and mining engineer, during a period of twenty yeal 
residence in Sierra County, renders him eminently fit for th 
task. The calculations of yield per ton, or per cubic yard, ha' 
been made from personal knowledge or from examination of It 
books of the various companies. 

Sierra County is situated between latitude 39 Q22' and 39 Q4 
north, and between longitude 120· and 121· west fro 
Greenwich, and is bounded on the north by Plumas County, ( 
the east by the State of Nevada, on the south by Nevada Count 
and on the west by Yuba and Plumas Counties. Its greate 
longitudinal distance Is from southwest to northeast, abo' 
fifty-four to sixty miles, and its average transverse distance 
about Jif-teen to twenty miles, thus Including about or 
thousand square miles. Its lowest point is located on the Nor> 
Yuba River, in Its southwest corner, being about 2,000 fe< 
above sea-level, while its highest point is the culminating roc~ 
summit of the Sierra Buttes Mountain, near Sierra Cit: 
sometimes called the Downieville Buttes, being about thirtee 
miles east of Downieville, the couty-seat, and about 8,500 fel 
above sea-level. The estimated population is about 6,000, havin 
2,665 domiciled registered voters . The total assessed valuatic 
of property is about $2,000,000. Of the 640,000 acres there wen 
in 1871 22 310 acres enclosed, and 2,560 acres cultivated; ( 
which 945~cres produced 13,411 bushels of wheat; 860 acre: 
19,022 bushels of barley; 515 acres, 11,785 bushels of oats; 1 
acres, 250 bushels of rye; 89 acres, 8,410 bushels of potatoe~ 
6,820 acres, 7,110 tons of hay. The county produced also 7 tor 
of beets, 18 tons of turnips, 9 tons of pumpkins and squashe: 
72,300 pounds of butter, 14,000 pounds of cheese, 1,200 pound 
of wool, and 3,100 pounds of honey. It had also last year, C 

growing trees, 7,810apple, 5,100 peach, 981 pear, 389 plum, 39 
cherry, 87 nectarine, 107 quince, 40 apricot, 11 fig, 2 lemon, 
orange, 17 prune, 20 mulberry, 12 almond, and 20 walnut trees 
24,200 gooseberry and 11,000 raspberry bushes, and 5,70 
strawberry and 1,220 grape vines, the latter producing 1,20 
gallons of wine. There are 19 ditches for Irrigating purposes i 
this county, to Irrigate 320 acres of land. 
- The country is well timbered and rich in forests of beaut 1ft 
and stately sugar-pine, [Pinus Lambertiana, J from 18 to 25 feE 
in circumference; yellow pine, [Po Ponderosa; I II ttl 
sugar-pine, [Po monticola;) digger or scrub pine, [f 
Sabiniana;) tamarack, (Po contorta;) white fir, [Picca grandis, 
red fir, [Po amabilis;) spruce, [Abies Pattoni;) cedar, [Lib 
cedrus decarreus;) live-oak, [Quercus Wislizeni;) black oak, [e 
Sonomensis,) covering the mountain-slopes, from their lowe! 
points on Yuba River and Its tributaries, up to the summits c 
the various ridges between the many canons, to an elevation ( 
8,000 feet, and all valuable for lumbering and mining purpose! 
There are 9 stream and 12 water-power saw-mills in operatlor 
haVing produced last year 6,000,000 feet of lumber. 

The climate is very salubrious, most deaths occurring frol 
great intemperance, exposure, accidents, and violence, Th 
spring, summer, and autumn months are similar In climate t 
those of Northern Italy, The excessive heat prevailing in th 
valleys lasts but a few days, and then only for a few hours durin 
each afternoon. The winter-months are often very severe an 
terri ble during the prevalence of the great storms; still, the col 
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is not as great as In the Eastern States in the same latitudes and 
at less altitude, or even at the sea shore of the Atlantic . The 
snow-fall, in localities of great altitudes, is from 10 to 20 feet In 
depth. 

Mineral resources.-In mineral-resources Sierra County may 
justly claim to be second to none, in fact to be the leading 
county of California In regard to drift, hydraulic, and vein 
mining. The mines were in the early days easily worked and 
prolific in their yield; and they still continue to be among the 
most remunerative and productive in the State. 

Gold is found at all altitudes, from the lowest point in the 
beds of the rivers to the very summits of the divides. The deep 
ceds of auriferous gravel and the quartz-deposits will not be 
exhausted for centuries. 

Gravel-mines. -Sierra County is considered the principal 
, drift-mining county of California. Several well-defined and far

famed ancient-river channels run across this county In a general 
north and south course, from 500 to 2,000 feet higher than the 
present parallel-running creeks and rivers-some of them so 
high that the introduction of water to them has hitherto been 
considered of doubtful possibility, and, if practicable, too costly 
for poor miners. It is a well-established fact In regard to placer
mining that without ditches these rich and extensive auriferous 
gravel-channels are insignificant in value. No gold can be ob
tained from them without water. The steams run past these 
deposits far below , In deep, steep, and often very abrupt can
nons, which have, however, a great fall, and extend high up Into 
the snowy regions, so that by taking the water from near their 
sources this indispensible requisite for hydraulic operations can 
be obtained . There are at present fifty mining-ditches In this 
county, with an aggregate length of two hundred and twenty 
miles, costing about $750,000. There Is stili demand for more 
water, as the present supply lasts only from four to eight 
months. 

Although many millions of ounces of gold have been taken 
from the edges of these channels, where they have overflowed 
their beds, they have been, so far, scarcely more than touched. 
The /'host eastern of these channels appears to come from 
Plumas County, in the north . It crosses Feather River near Beck
with's Pass, continues thence, in conjunction with a channel 
coming from the northwest, (passing Gold Lake,) as one grand 
river in a southwesterly course, passess the Keystone quartz
mine and Milton's Ranch, crosses the old Henness Pass wagon
road, nearthe "middle waters"-havlng been so far but very little 
opened-thence along the mining-camps of Nebraska and 
American Hill, both of which have proved Its richness, and 
finally on toward Eureka, south, In Nevada County, where It is 
extensively opened and worked with great success and profit by 
many mining companies . Here the celebrated North Bloomfield 
Company (at an expenditure said to have been, for some time 
past, $60,000 per month for labor and material alone) Is now 
opening this channel with a bed-rock tunnel one and a half miles 
long, in order to work and wash out the lower rich strata of the 
company's extensive mining-ground, located on the above
described grand gravel-Channel or dead river. This channel Is in 
Sierra County, about twenty-five miles in length, and averages 
one miie in width . 

The channel lying next west enters Sierra County near its 
northeast comer, on the dividing ridge of the heads of Hopkins 
and Nelson Creeks, in Plumas County, and Canon Creek, in 
Sierra County; runs a southerly course, and Is covered to great 
depth by heavy layers of lava and volcanic sand , (conglomerate,) 
or "mountain-cement," as It Is generally termed by the miners . 
The main channel has been tested by partial working In the 
following rich places through which It passes, viz: Canon Creek, 
Poker Flat, Deadwood, Sebastopol, Excelsior, Fir Gap, Monte 
Cristo, City of Six, Rock Creek, Forest City, West Ravine , 
Alleghany, Chip's Flat, & c., In Nevada County on the south. In 
all these places, with the exception of the four last named, the 
deposit has been worked by means of shafts or tunnels, by 
drifting, and in most Instances the front of It only has been 
hydraullcked, where water could be obtained, with a satisfactory 
result . The four last-named places are stili worked with great 
success by hydraulic process. All these mining-camps paid 
richly In early days, producing many millions; and this channel 
has of late proved as rich as formerly wherever followed and 
opened low enough Into the center of the overlying hills . This 
has been demonstrated at the mining-ground of the Bald 

Mountain Company, at Forest City, and the Highland and 
Masonic Company, situated between West Ravine and 
Alleghany . 

This channel has several branches, which have proved 
equally rich In several places, as, for instance, the celebrated 
"blue lead" or "blue banks," near Downieville, situated on the 
left bank of the North Fork of the North Yuba River, which Is 
apparently a different gold-bearing channel from that of the 
ancient-river beds before described. 

Without its branches the above-mentioned channel Is over 
twenty miles long In Sierra County, and more than one mile 
wide, containing an area of over twenty square miles , having a 
grade of 70 feet per mile In average. Farther west comes the 
celebrated and more extensively developed so-called "Slate Creek 
Basin," on each side of which Is a well-proved and very rich 
auriferous gravel-range or dead-river channel. These run nearly 
parallel to each other in a southwesterly course from the nor
theast, uniting, however, again near Bald Mountain , In the 
neighborhood of Scales Diggings and Poverty HilI. The eastern 
of these two, lying between Canon Creek on the east and Slate 
Creek on the west, apparently enters Sierra County in Its nor
thwest corner, under Pilot Peak. This Isolated mountain Is over 
7,000 feet high, of volcanic origin, Its north-eastern slope 
heaved up and walled with basaltic columns, while its lofty 
summit, commanding a sublime panoramic view of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains for hundreds of miles distance, Sacramento 
Valley, and the Coast Range, is capped with a bed of lava 600 to 
700 feet thick . Th is channel has an average fall from the base of 
Pilot Peak (where it is worked by the North American Mining 
Company) down to Scales Diggings, near the Junction of the 
western channels, of 84 feet per mile, reckoning these two 
pOints as twelve miles apart, as they are in an air-line. The 
course of the channel Is, however, very crooked, like all our 
present streams. It passes from under Pilot Peak, through the 
Pilot Company's claim, where It has also been recently 
discovered in their late and lowest tunnel, at a distance of 800 
feet from its mouth, and at an altitude of about 6,400 feet above 
sea-level. It then passes through the North American Company's 
claim , a consolidation of many well-known mines, containing 
284 V2 acres of very valuable and rich mining-lands, which has 
already yielded $325,000 to $350,000 from one-fiftieth of the 
whole area, and was purchased a year ago by an English 
company. Thence it passes eastward, east of Slate Creek 
House, the head of Slate Creek, near or under Mount Fillmore or 
Alturas Mountain, where its existence has already been proved 
by a tunnel driven on the east or Canon Creek side by a German 
company. This tunnel proved, however, to be too high, and a 
new one has since been started much lower and Is expected to 
strike the bottom of this channel ere long. Thence it trends 
toward Table Rock, pasSing between Potosi and Cold Canon, in 
which places it has for many years past been extensively worked 
with great profit by drifting In the direction quartering toward 
each place, or in a more southerly course. The Fashion and 
Sierra Companies, in Cold Canon. have driven their tunnel 
southwest to reach the channel In their ground, (both companies 
having thus far taken out over $750,000 of gold,) whIle the first 
companies working in Potosi had to drive their tunnels 
southeast to reach the same channel In their ground. The Pitts
burgh and Hawkeye Companies, in Potosi, have thus far taken 
out over $1,000,000 of gold. Recently the Monumental Com
pany, also In Potosi, lying north of the former mines, has also 
tapped the same channel, and Is now declaring dividends of 
$5,000 to $6,000 per month. The Empire Company, owned by 
San Francisco capitalists, lying stili further north, is driving 
energetically toward the same rich channel known to exist In Its 
ground . 

We find this channel going thence southward toward 
Howland Flat, as proved by the connection of the Plttstiurgh and 
Hawkeye Companies' underground works with those of the 
Union Mining Company and others in Howland Flat, at an 
altitude of 5,750 feet, (the town being 5,850 feet in altitude,) 
making a difference of elevation from the channel at Pilot Peak 
to Howland Flat, of 650 feet. The Hawkeye Company In Potosi, 
in opening out its claim, ran first a tunnel, at a cost of over 
$30,000, from the northwest or upper side. This proving too high 
to work the bottom of the ground in the channel to advantage. 
having no drainage, they made a drain-tunnel from the Union 
mine in Howland Flat, at an expense of $20,000. But this draln
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n tunnel going through the so-called "swell" rock it closed up perpendicular shaft, 25 feet deep, Into their sluice-tunnel, 
again, soon after its completion, to such an extent that fifteen which they have a flume 2V4 feet wide by 2V2 feet deep, set at 
months afterward, when the Union Company crossed the line of grade of 1 foot in 12, paved also with rock, and 300 feet Ion 
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it, no appearance of the old tunnel could be found, save the 
firmly-imbedded timbers. Having completed, at a cost of over 
$40,000, a new drain-tunnel from the southwest, over 2,500 feet 
in length, the company has since worked very rich ground, 
having taken out as much as 80 ounces of gold per week to thirty 
men working. 

The Union Company, also in Howland Flat, has thus far 
taken out over $1 ,000,000, and is now driving a lower tunnel for 
the so-called "back channel," under Table Rock, a mountain 
7,200 feet in altitude. The front ground of Howland Flat has all 
been drifted out, having yielded several millions. This ground 
has, of late, been consolidated into one company, known as the 
Last Chance Placer-Mining Company; and an application for a 
United States patent to the lands (33 acres) has been made. In 
the report to the United States surveyor-general of California, by 
the United States deputy mineral-surveyor, C. W. Hendel, who 
made the survey of said mine under special Instructions of 
Septem ber 28, 1 872, he says: 

This mine is a COnsolidation of the once celebrated rich 
mining-grounds of the following mining-companies, viz, 
the Saint Louis, Golden Gate, Minnesota, Wabash, and 
other companies now defunct, which have spent not less 
than $50,000 in opening the ground, either by tunnel or 
shafts; and it is believed that not less than $1,000,000 In 
gOld-dust has been obtained from the bed-rock, while the 
remaining top-gravel, which is about 50 to 60 feet high, to 
near the surface, will pay a large sum of gold by working by 
hydraulic process. The whole bank being an auriferous 
gravel-deposit, containing plenty of free gold throughout, 
to ne.arthe surface;which is covered by a bed of heavy lava, 
tufa, or volcanic sand, offers excellent opportunity for 
hydraulic mining. This mine is but a small portion of the 
celebrated gold-bearing gravel-channel or ancient-river bed, 
which comes from Pilot Peak in a southeasterly course, and 
extends through Sierra County, by way of Pine Grove, 
Chandlerville, & c. 

This channel is then traced further south by its exposed 
edges in several places on each side, having been worked with 
great profit by either drifting or hydraulic process in the camps 
of Pine Grove, Rabbit Point, Chandlerville, Sacket's Gulch, Saint 
Louis, Greenwood, Cedar Grove, Gardner's Point, Grass Flat, 
Siopeville, Queen City, and Portwine, all on the west side of the 
channel; by two mining com pan ies east of Howland Flat, and at 
Wahoo on the east side. 

At Pine Grove, the Comet is the only company at present 
working. It does not use the late and most approved appliances, 
which have, within a few years, made a revolution in hydraulic 
mining, by which this branch of mining has become a regular 
and legitimate business. 

Notwithstanding this drawback, and the fact that the 
shareholders, who are in this case the workmen, receive higher 
wages than is customary forhired help in the same locality, they 
have been washing their ground by hydraulic process with 
considerable success. They have, in 1872, sluiced away a piece 
(a great part of which had been drifted out by former companies 
years ago) containing 33,970 square feet or 1 ,188,950 cubic feet 
of gr~und, (the bank being about 30 to 35 feet deep at pr&sent,) 
by uSing only 300 to 500 inches of water, for which they paid this 
season's rent, $4,250, at the rate of $40.85 per cubic yard of 
gravel throughout. Allowing 150 pounds for the weight of the 
gravel per cubic foot, the company had moved 178,342,500 
pounds, or 89,171% tons, including the immense bowlders 
which had to be turned over, and obtained a yield of $17,921 or 
$20.1 per ton . Their mining-appliances consisted of 500 feet of 
iron pipes, or 11-lnch diameter, and 700 feet of 9-lnch diameter 
having a pressure of 115 feet fall. With but little expense they 
could have obtained over 160 feet pressure. They were using two 
pipes, one with a 2V2 inch and the other with a 2 3Alnch nozzle. 
After the gravel-bank had been caved down by the stream of 
water from the pipes, the caved and broken-up gravel was carried 
in ground-Sluices into and throug"p 400 feet of sluices, paved 
with rock, set on or above the bed-rock, thence dropping down a 

this tunnel having cost, on an average, not quite $10 per line 
foot. The tailings, after passing out of the tunnel, ran then! 
through a flume of the same size along the hili-side of Sia 
Creek for 300 feet, then dropped into a ravine through 100 feet· 
ground-sluice, where they are yearly worked over again by oth 
parties, with excellent results, and are finally carried Into Sia 
Creek, as are all the tailings from the surrounding hills . He 
they lodge and are carried off by freshets, to some extent, in 
the Yuba. 

The gravel-claims of this place and the surrounding count 
are of the class known as deep placeror drlftdlgglngs;thelrvall 
depends upon the richness of an auriferous stratum covering It 
bed-rock to a greateror less extent. In the Pine Grove mines th 
stratum is about 20 to 30 feet thick. The bed-rock on which th 
pay streak rests is soft yellow metamorphic slate, having a bll 
color a few feet below the surface, and becoming hard in goir 
down. The appearance of the gravel In all these mines is vel 
favorable for hydrauliC mining, unless too much lava or barre 
top-dirt makes it unprofitable to "pipe off" or strip. In that case 
must be worked by drifting, in the progress of which it . 
generally the case that the pay-stratum becomes thinner, bl 
richer in gold on the bed-rock per cubic foot. The open bank 
show a beautiful quartz-wash. The gravel is mingled quite freel 
on the bottom with smooth-washed quartz-bowlders, welghln 
often some tons, well rounded; and the remainder Is compose 
of smaller, well-washed, round, and smooth quartz pebble! 
mixed in yellowish and whitish clay, sand, and other earth 
matter. The rocks, when taken from their virgin places, leave 
smooth bed behind, a sign which is held by all observing miner 
as an indication of rich pay. The gold is about .910 to .920 finE 
At Chandlerville, now mostly owned by the Sears Union Watt 
Company, under the management of. Mr. George Cox, the 
company worked, last year, gravel considered the poorest In th 
neighborhood for miles around, being so hard that only the beE 
kind of a hydraulic ram, "Chief" or "Dictator," would make a 
impression in their gravel or rather cement (conglomerate) ban~ 
and paying only 7 cents per cubic yard; but they washed such a' 
enormous body of ground that they stili realized a handsom 
dividend over and above getting paid for their water, where othe 
parties before them , even in somewhat richer ground, but witl 
no business qualifications, could not make expenses under th, 
old system of working, and in consequence had becom, 
bankrupt. This company uses a flume 5 feet wide, 3 feet deep 
set in a bed-rock cut and tunnel, at a grade of 6 inches in 12 feet 
using 1,200 inches of water, part of it running through a 15-inch 
pipe, made of No. 16 sheet-Iron, with a 4 V2-inch nozzle, and . 
Dictatorwith an 11-inch inlet, undera pressure of 150 feet. Thel 

have also an old-fashioned 3-inch nozzle, throwing 300 inches 0 
water. A few white men, at $3.50 per day, are employed te 
oversee the Chinese laborers, who only receive $1 .40 per day, te 
wheel up into the ground-sluices the balance of the gravel on thl 
bed-rock. In eleven weeks' run this company moved 350,00( 
cubic yards of gravel, the bank being only about 25 feet high 

At Saint Louis, where, in former years, the ground wa: 
owned in very small parcels by many companies, about twe 
dozen of which were usuually at work by hydraulic washing, the 
g round has of I ate been more consolidated and reduced to abou' 
half a dozen ownerships, claiming from 300 to 500 acres 0' 

min ing-Iand. Four of these companies, possessing all the water· 
privileges, are Morgan & Co., Emory & Co., Stahl & Brother, ane 
McCrory & Co. They are beginning to use the modern appliance~ 
for hydraulic mining, having ground enough left for flty years 
which will pay from $2,000 to $10,000 per 1 00 feet square. 

At Greenwood, and adjoining Cedar Grove, are the Star 
Caledonia, and Exchange Companies, having a frontage o· 
about 4,000 feet 6n this channel, and running into the mair 
channel, which is at this point about one and a half miles wide 
between Slate and Canon Creeks. The front ground of Cedal 
Grove paid well in early days for washing in sluice-boxes. Me 
Crory & Co. took out from 1114clalms (at 100 feet square) in one 
season $42,000, and out of 11/2 clalms$30,000. There have beer 
over $250,000 taken out from about 12 acres of low ground ir 
that place, from banks not over 40 feet deep . 

At Gardner's Point, formerly a mining-camp of some note 
having yielded about $500,000 of gold, but dormant for about ter 
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years, the property was lately purchased by Colonel B. F. Baker, 
from the San Francisco owners, for the sum of $3,000, andI ~ consolidated with surrounding mines. The purchaser had last 
season hardly time to repair dilapidated ditches and old cuts; 
but by using proper hydraulics and patching up ditches, & c., he 
managed to wash a piece of ground of 100 feet square. There 
were about 5 feet of soft blue gravel on the bed-rock, and on top 
of that about 45 feet white gravel, mixed with blue quartz
bowlders, all washed smooth and well rounded, and 30 feet of 
soft lava on this piece he realized, at the expense of a few 
thousand dollars, the sum was, II Is said, lost by his foreman, 
who did not know its value, while the second and smaller one, 
found and preserved by Colonel Baker, has been pronounced by 
lapidaries a diamond of the first water without any flaw, and 
valued at $165. 

Thence we trace the channel through Grass Flat, where it is 
over one and a half m lies wide, and where the Pioneer Company 
and others to be consolidated have made an application for a 
United States patent to 360 acres of mining-lands, which they 
own. This company is now running Its third tunnel, having made 
the common mistake of starting their former tunnels too high 
and running them only for drifting purposes on a small grade. It 
now becomes necessary and very remunerative to work this 
mine, and afterward the whole district to the north, containing 
over 1 ,000 acres, through the outlet of the tunnels, by drifting or 
hydraulic process as the case may be. This can be done with a 
deep tunnel by following the channel up with cuts or tunnels, 
having the great advantage of soft rock and Its natural grade 
from north to south, instead of running a separate tunnel 
through the hard rim-rock for each company, at an enormous 
expense. Mines in a contiguous row on the same channel are too 
often worked independently, while one general tunnel, following 
the channel, would allow the water to run off by Its natural flow 
to the lowest from all the mines, at great saving of expense. The 
Pioneer Tunnel would be the nearest and most accessible outlet 
for a large range of country on the channel. The claims of the 
Pacific, Union, and Monte Cristo Companies, containing 
hundreds of acres, lying south of Grass Flat, and having poor 
facilities for drainage, could all be washed through this tunnel 
by the hydraulic process, since their bed-rock, stange to say, 
pitches heavily toward the north. Unfortunately the Pioneer 
Company went to work with false economy, without proper 
surveys, which, complied and studied by an experienced 
engineer, to ascertain how much lower they could start a 
Sluice-tunnel, and its necessary length; and the result Is that 
after blasting a tunnel1 ,500 feet through very hard rock, costing 
on an average $20 per linear foot, and yet worthless for hydraulic 
purposes, they find that they could have run a sluice-tunnel, for 
nearly the same amount of money, more than 150 feet lower, by 
commencing a few hundred feet southwest of the mouth of the 
old one, and that by the surveyed route the deep tunnel would 
have been only 276 feet longer. The rock would have been more 
favorable, not costing over $15 per foot; and a splendid slulce
grade would have been obtained, with the drainage of a section 
of mining-ground not to be worked out for many years. The 
present tunnel started over ten years ago, cost over $60,000, and 
is now 3,500 feet long and nearly 3,000 feet In the above 
channel, with gravel now demonstrated to a certainty to yield 
great profit when sluiced away by hydraulic process. The first 
shaft raised for air from the branch tunnel, about 900 feet from 
the mouth of the main tunnel, passed through 58 feet high In 
gravel, with the 5 feet of loam on the surface, and the second air
shaft, in the main tunnel, 1,680 feet from its mouth, passed 
through 80 feet of g ravel, with 6 feet of loam. The gravel In these 
shafts contained free gold; and throughout the whole mine, as 
prospected, it is heavily impregnated with gold-bearing 
sulphurets, these having assayed as much as $160 per ton. The 
branch tunnel, where in gravel, for a distance of 421 feet and 18 
feet above bed-rock, paid an average of 86 V2 cents per cubic 
yard; and for 1 ,200 feet in the main tunnel, where the same has 
been excavated in gravel, (over half the distance being about 10 
feet above bed-rock,) the gravel paid an average of $1.04 per 
cubic yard, notwithstanding the gold could not ali be obtained . 
The difficulty is that the gravel Is loose, the free gold easily 
washed, and the ground very wet , (over 50 inches of water 
running out of the main tunnel in the dryest time of the season;) 
hence, before the gravel is shoveled into the cars, the gold has 
already to a great extent been washed down to the bottom of the 
tunnel. Th is company recently let another contract for 500 feet 

I ~ 

of tunnel, expecting to strike into the richest part of this great 
gravel-channel, worked by more than six companies farther 
south toward Port-wine, and also by this company on Its north 
side, and having paid as high as $2.12 per cubic yard. 

Farther south from Grass Flat we have in operation the Union 
Company, north of Portwine, which has a claim 2,290 feet long 
by 850 feet wide on this great gravel-channel. The ground is 
opened by drifts; and after having been raised in loaded cars 
upon a double track 96 feet in length from the incline by water
power, the gravel is transported through a tunnel, 2,500 feet, by 
mule-power, one mule hauling 10 to 12 cars out of the tunnel at 
each trip . This company has washed in ten years past 37,810 
cubic yards of gravel , which yielded $463,343.99, giving the 
astonishing average per cubic yard of $12.25. The ground is very 
deep. A shaft, sunk in early days 209 feet deep, with 30-house 
steam-power, and still prevented from reaching bed-rock by the 
quantity of water, showed beautiful "quartz-wash" from top to 
bottom. 

The adjoining Monte Cristo Company on the south, on the 
same channel-the only company which has worked through to 
the east side of the channel on the Canon Creek side-hoists the 
dirt to the surface by means of an incline with a 15-horse engine, 
and has drainage through the Union Tunnel. This company has 
washed in the last ten years 83,959 cubic yards of gravel, which 
yielded $543,648 .70, or $6.47 per cubic yard. 

In Portwlne this channel has been worked extensively and 
profitably by hydraulic process, by the Queen, Golden Gate, 
Erie, Eagle, Sailor, and several French companies, having 
produced millions of dollars . About a mile below Portwlne, at 
Bunker Hill, the overflow of the channel over Its rim-rock is 
plainly seen, and has been partly worked. Thence for about four 
miles, toward Mount Pleasant district, little prospecting has 
been done. 

In following the course of the channel after crossing the Gap 
of the summit of Bald Mountain, (5,500 feet altitude,) we pass to 
the right of Hard Scrabble mining-district, which is very ex
tenSive, but very little worked for want of water and capital. 

Next comes Mount Pleasant Ranch mining-district lying 
southeast of Poverty HIli, and known to contain very deep 
placers, as extenSive, and supposed to be as rich for hydraulic 
washing, as the famous Blue Gravel mines at Smartsville, in 
Yuba County. The Iowa Company, in attempting to reach bed
rock, sunk a double shaft 154 feet deep, using a large overshot 
water-wheel; but disagreements led to bankruptcy, and the 
property was sold under the hammer. The new company started, 
without a survey, a drain-tunnel from Rock Creek, to strike the 
bottom of the shaft. After they had run a considerable distance, 
they found. that they would miss the shaft 150 feet to the left, 
and were 12 feet higher than its bottom. This tunnel to the shaft 
was run 1,162 feet, at a cost of $8,000. The company then 
purchased a 3D-horse engine and steam-pump, and sunk the 
shaft to a depth of 220 feet, about 40 feet into bed-rock, at a cost 
of over $18,000. Getting hard rock, they started a drift, but In 50 
feet they lost the bed-rock, the shaft having been sunk on the 
rim-rock. After running the tunnel 200 feet from the bottom of 
the shaft into the hill, through gravel that prospected well for 
hydraulics, the company attempted to sink to the bed-r?ck; but 
when 12 feet down further progress In that directIOn was 
stopped by the Inabilltity of the workmen to get rid of the water 
as fast as it came in, in the back shaft, although they were able 
to raise some 1,600 gallons per hour. The members of the 
company being working-men, their means became soon 
exhausted, and they finally qUIl work, and all the mines in that 
district have lain dormant ever since. 

Next to the Iowa Company is the Washington Company, 
which, more than ten years ago, ran two tunnels~ and at the back 
end of each sunk shafts to a considerable depth, spending no 
less than $25 000 but was unable to reach bed-rock. 

Farther s~uth' we have the Mount Pleasant , Ladles', and 
Lincoln Companies. The first one of these has made a start in 
the right direction, by commencing a sluice-tunnel from a steep 
ravine emptying into Canon Creek; to be about 1,500 feet long, 
and to constitute the only available outlet to drain and wash off 
several miles of this gravel-channel. The estimated cost was 
$40,000 to $50,000 . This company geing, like the rest, not 
abundantly supplied with money, is working. bu~ little on this 
great enterprise. If half the money spent in thiS dlstnct on petty 
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shafts and tunnels had been used on this tunnel, opening nearly 
1,000 acres, the owners of the ground would have been well 
rewarded. 

In this neighborhood the western channel of the Slate Creek 
Basin unites with the main channel, which continues on Its 
course southward to Scales diggings. Here the Cleveland and 
Sierra Hydraulic Mining Company Is using 2,000 inches of 
water, and running night and day, employing twelve men. They 
use one of Craig's old and one of the new universal-joint pipes, 
with a nozzle of 5 Y2lnches and a stream under 200 feet pressure. 
This company has about 130 acres In the old channel. Where 
they are now working it is from 40 to 200 feet deep, and but a 
small portion has been worked. 

The same company works another set of hydraulic claims at 
Council HIli, about two miles from Scale's and four miles from 
Brandy City, where 1,000 inches of water are used, In two 
streams, one with a 3V2inch and the other with a4V21nch nozzle, 
(old style of pipe,) under 275 feet pressure, employing five men. 
The company owns several ditches supplying an abundance of 
water . 

At Fair Play, betwe/iln Scales's and Councli Hili, Boyce & 
Brother own their own water, which is conveyed thr04gh two 
ridges in tunnels, one 1,000 feet and the other 600 feet long . 
They also own several hundred acres of rich, blue hydraulic 
ground . 

At Brandy City, on a ridge between\Canon Creek and the 
North Yuba, this channel is successfull,y worked by Messrs. 
Zellerbach and Hickey, Jenkins & Co . , and others. The former 
property was bought a year ago for $72,000. After Introducing all 
modern appliances the new company, sixty days after com
mencing work, cleaned up $32,000 . This company owns two 
ditches, each of a capacity of 1,200 inches. . 

This channel extends thence south, past Young's HIli, 
Camptonville, San Juan, Birchville, and French Corral· to 
Smartsville, & c. 

The most westerly channel of the celebrated Slate Creek 
Basin, lying between Slate Creek on the east and Little Feather 
River, in Plumas County, on the west, enters Sierra County (like 
the before-described channel) In Its northwest corner, under 
Pilot Peak, passing from Hepsidam along the main dividing 
ridge through Whisky Diggings, thence through Gibsonville. In 
both places the front portion of this channel has been worked 
with satisfactory results by many drifting and hydraulic com
panies . About a mile below Gibsonville, near Wallis Ravine, the 
Go-Ahead Company sunk a shaft 351 feet, with a steam-engine, 
to bed-rock. In sinking they passed through seventy-five dif
ferent strata of different texture, and also found a petrified elm
tree imbedded In the gravel. This work was done under contract, 
to sink until bed-rock was struck, and a few pans of gravel were 
tested with fair results; but the further dead work, and the 
members of the company being scattered, work was stopped 
and the shaft suffered to fill up with water. 

The channel enters thence Plumas County, and for miles has 
not been developed until it reaches La Porte, which formerly 
belonged to Sierra County. 

The mining-ground in and around La Porte has been more 
consolidated and is owned now by but few companies, who all 
have their own water. The principal mining companies are Conly 
& Gowell, Gard & Orr, Bald Mountain, and Boardwell's. 

Conly & Gowell hold a large and valuable claim, by United 
States patent, said to be the first one ever obtained for a gravel
mine. They have expended a large amount of money on the 
ground. In four months' run of ground-sluicing, or hydraulic 
washing, they cleared off about 6V2 acres, averaging about 65 
feet in depth. Allowing 150 pounds as the weight of gravel to the 
cubic foot, this company moved in that period the enormous 
amount of 1,380,807 tons of gravel and started It on Its way to 
the Yuba River, through Slate Creek . They have an abundance of 
water during the washing-season, running all their pipes, using 
an 8-inch nozzle, and 800 inches of water, miners' measure. This 
is believed to be the largest nozzle In use, and Is of the kind 
known as the Monitor. Before It the banks of gravel melt away 
like snow before the sun. Rocks weighing each a ton or more are 
moved by the force of the stream, when turned against or under 
them, and rolled high and dry on the bank out of the way. 

Heretofore, In mining of this nature, hose and pipes were 
used which would carry a large body of water under a pressure of 
50 to 60 feet. The Monitor will stand a pressure of 200 to 300 
feet; with it miners can tear the hardest cement, even cutting a 

ground-sluice through the bed-rock with it, where plen 
water and pressure can be obtained. The bottom of this cia 
covered with a hard cement crust, from 2 to 12 InchE 
thickness , resting on the bed-rock, which, before thl 
troductlon of the Monitor, was found extremely difficult to \ 
Moreover It seriously impeded the saving of the gold washe, 
from the earth above. This cement Itself Is rich In pre! 
metals, the extraction of which its extreme hardness preve 
It is a mass, formed under the petrifying influences of the \ 
in the channel, or Iron pyrites, black sand, and fine groUi 
pulverized quartz. In working it with the Monitor these 
ficuilies disappear. A stream is turned against it, striking a 
bed-rock . In an instant it cuts a hole under and turns up 
flakes of the cement , breaking it into fragments whlc~ 
almost entirely disintegrated before they reach the end 0 

flume. The flume of this company is 4,500 feet long, and ri 
the whole distance with stone paving. The tailings run Into 
Creek, where they are carried away to some extent by the ar 
floods, the residue being washed over and over again bl 
several companies owning and working Slate Creek for 
purpose. To clean up such a flume and cut is a large 
requiring several weeks, but the most pleasing work 01 
miners' season. To avoid loss of time they run continue 
through the season, as long as the water holds out In 
ditches, cleaning up only once a year. They cleaned up last 
over $125,000 for the season's run. 

What has been stated of the above mine Is applicable al! 
Gard & Orr in the same place, who also own several hun 
acres of equally rich gravel. . 

Next come Spanish Flat, Secret Diggings, and Ber 
Diggings, on the same channel, where it makes a horse: 
bend, from which several million do liars have been taken. 

Fartheron this channel is found in Poverty HIli, east of ~ 
Creek,_cut in twain by the creek. This part yielded a 
$2,000,000 before it became necessary to drive costly tunne 
work the deeper and still richer channel, covering over 1 
acres. Mess. Judson and others, of San FranCiSCO, are 
running a tunnel 7 feet wide from Gold Run Ravine, low enc 
to work the surrounding country. Westall & Eberle have flnl! 
their sluice and drain tunnel, which It took six men ten year 
complete, and are now piping their rich, long-neglected grol 
Kingdom & Brother are profitably working their ground, as f~ 
their small amount of fall permits. Here the channel unites 
the other branch, as before described, and bears on to~ 
Brandy City, Camptonville, & c. This channel has an avel 
fall, from Hepsidam to La Porte, of 182 feet per mile, b, 
seven miles long in an airline, and on an average one mile w 
giving, In Sierra County, an area of about fifteen square mile 
mining ground to be worked in the future. In both the bef 
mentioned channels the auriferous gravel Is exposed on 
surface for many miles in Sierra County. 

Fluming-claims or gravel-tailing mines . - The value of 
beds of all the streams in the gold-bearing sections of the St 
and particularly of the Great Slate Creek Basin of this cou 
was never understood until recently. A few years ago, when 
bed of a stream had been worked out, it was thought to bl 
little future value, and not worth working over again . Now 
conceded that tailings in the channels of the rivers, creeks , 
ravines will pay to rework as often as they are filled up , 
gravel, cement, and sulphurets from the deep hili-diggings.. 
class of mining-property now proves the safest for Investm 
In many cases the owners are at no expense whatever ; 
hydraulic and drift mines above them fill up their claims gr 
every year, and give them also, in most Instances, free watE 
wash the accumulated tailings. 

The ravine and creek claims are generally the first recipient 
the tailings from the sluices and tail-flumes. These ravine 
Slate Creek Basin are generally very steep, and have a fall of 
to 600 feet, until they reach Slate Creek, which empties into 
North Yuba River . 

Such a ravine is found below almost every mlnlng-ca 
with about 60· descent, varied with falls over which a I, 
body of water and gravel runs for several months of the year. 
bed of the ravine, immediately above each fall, Is comparati 
level, or may be made so by artificial dams, and Is often COVI 
with flumes, varying in size from 4 feet to 16 feet wide, anc 
some places, two flumes alongside each other, paved genel 
with pieces of rock. These are used for two purposes, viz 
preserve the wood-work from the gravel which runs over It , 
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also to act as "riffles," to save the gold . These flumes in steep 
ravines catch the tailings from hydraulic diggings themselves . 
Tailings In these creeks have always proved profitable. By 
miners who have used all kinds of riffles In this part of the 
country, those above described are considered far superior to all 
others in efficiency, durability, and economy. The object In 
using two flumes Is that, when It Is necessary to "clean up," the 
stream of water which accompanies the tailings can be used In 
one without inconveniencing the operations of the other. 

The utility of the falls Is not apparent at the first glance, but 
when the vast amount of iron and other metallic forms of 
cement, found so extensively all through the mines In this 
vicinity, is taken Into consideration, the necessity for them will 
be perceived. Some of the cements, a( ~er having rolled through 
sluice-boxes for a long distance, and after attrition with sharp 
rocks, and being ground by contact therewith, stili retain the 
gold with the same tenacity as If It were Imbedded In a solid 
quartz-rock. Tumbling over the falls with a heavy body of water 
failing on It, has a tendency to crush or break up the cement, 
and to release the gold. The supply of gravel reaching these 
ravines is now as great as It ever was, and, with the new 
developments making in the surrounding hills, it may 
reasonably be expected to continue for a long period. So long as 
the placers are productive, so long will these ravines and creeks 
continue to accumulate the auriferous debris of the hydraulic 
and drift banks above them. 

Slate Creek. - Th Is has been for over twenty-two years a 
reservoir for the deposit of al/ the tailings washed from the hills 
around . It is also a large natural flume, through which the rich, 
gold-bearing earth from thousands of acres has passed; and it 
is so situated that It will be fed for hundreds of years to come by 
the tailings from rich hili-diggings. These creek-diggings have 
facilities for drainage that are often wanting In other localities of 
similar character, and which may be artificially stili further 
improved . They have also sufficient free water to work all the 
time, both for milling and mining purposes. For miles along the 
stream the tailings-deposits are scores of feet In depth, and 
from 150 to 800 feet In width, with the exception of one point at 
the falls below Rabbit Creek. They reach over twenty miles to the 
Yuba River, being the most extensive In the State; and a large 
proport ion of them came from diggings of exceeding richness. 

To give an Idea of the value of the sulphurets and black sands 
of these mines, which have been heretofore considered wor
thless, It may be mentioned that Mr. Cox, superintendent of the 
Sear Union Water and Mining Company, at Chandlerville and 
Pine Grove, ordered this year a portion of the sulphurets and 
sands to be saved out of a piece of ground he was working . They 
saved fifty-one candle-boxes full, (the boxes being of uniform 
size, 12 inches long, 9 Inches wide, and 6 Inches deep,) and had 
them hauled to a little arrastra, when, to his surprise, they 
yielded $736. From observations made by Mr. Gowell , an In
telligent mine-owner at La Porte, it is estimated that, In early 
days, when mining was done in sluices with heavy grades , the 
loss of quicksilver was from 50 to 65 per cent. Since then, using 
less grade, the loss has been about 33 per cent, of quicksilver. 
This quicksilver is scattered on the surface of the ground to be 
washed. The original formation of gold-bearing gravel In this 
creek, about 1 to 10 feet deep, also proved very rich in coarse 
gold . 

In the Spring of 1853 the miners commenced pouring in -the 
secondary deposits from their hydraulic operations above, since 
which time no work has been done in the original formation, nor 
in the seconadary deposits of the creek. The artificial deposits 
came so fast , and spread so wide, that there was not sufficient 
grade to work them . The ownership of over five and one-third 
miles of this valuable tailing-creek has become, In the course of 
time, consolidated in the hands of two companies. 

From below Pine Grove, where Slate Creek becomes very 
flat , down to Saint L0uis Bridge, a distance of two miles and 800 
feet, the Eureka Tunnel and Mining Company is the sole owner. 
It has made a tunnel , through a point under the Saint Louis and 
La Porte wagon-road grade, 269 feet long, 11 feet wide , and 7 
feet high. By this some 15 feet in rock. It contains two flumes, 
one 5 feet wide and the other 3 % feet. The improvements cost 
about $18,500. But not having sufficient fall for discharge below 
the tunnel , the tailings "backed up" upon this claim from 
Portwine Bridge, where the falls commence, and continue down 
the canyon . This company will have to wait until the lower 

company shall sluice out these backed-up tailings by utilizing 
the fall at the lower end. • 

Below this the Alturas Gold-Mining Company Is sole 
possessor of three miles and 1,022 feet of the creek, Its claim 
reaching over 1,000 feet below Portwlne Bridge, and Including 
the falls and the only outlet of the tailings of both the gravel
channels of this Grand Slate Creek Basin. At Portwlne Bridge 
this company "brought up" some falls In the creek below, and 
ran a tunnel 12 feet wide and 16 feet high, thereby gaining 
considerable grade, but still not enough, while, with an outlay of 
little more capital, It could obtain all necessary fall for all the 
tailings of the whole creek and all mines above. This company 
has taken out of ground, which it was able to work by virtue of 
its permanent Improvements, over $40,000. The lower end of this 
ground, having a good fall, has been worked almost yearly for 
the last fifteen or twenty years, Chinese having paid $1,000 rent 
per year for the lower 1,000 feet. Last year the company rented to 
a Chinese company, for $5,060, a piece of ground most of which 
had been once worked . 

Failures in working tailing-mines are very unusual, and, 
when they do occur, are always attributable either to the cost of 
water, which is the chief item of expenditure, or, more 
frequently, to mismanagement. There is scarcely an Instance 
known where large profits have not been made, when, as In this 
locality, the water-property and the mines have been In the same 
hands . 

Work on these claims has not been vigorously prosecuted, 
on acount of disagreements among the partners _ 

In working a creek like this one, a face of work of a proper 
width in the creek should be brought up at a regular grade, and 
retained by removing the big bowlders and projecting bed-rock 
points in the natural channel of the creek, and by blasting from 
the falls a bed-rock cut or flume, confining the tailings to a 
limited channel, and thereby gaining more velocity In their flow. 
Operations should be so conducted as to leave a solidly built up 
channel, say 100 feet wide between the walls, with a bed-rock 
cut or flume of 6 to 12 feet wide . The former gives ample room 
for freshets, and the small cut is of proper width to carry all the 
tailings away during the low stage of water In the dry season. It 
should have an even grade, and be as straight as practicable. 
These prelim inaries secured, the banks may be worked out. At 
the same time a strong dam, several miles above the lower end 
of the mine, should be built from the bed-rock, Instead of the 
top of the tailings, as has been the usage of this company 
heretofore, a practice always involving heavy repairs, since It Is 
hard to make a dam stand built on the top of the ever-shifting 
tailings . The object of this dam is to control the ·flow of the 
tailings at pleasure. 

The channel left open as advanced would be a tailing-flume, 
not liable to expenses like a wooden flume. In fact the continual 
flow of tailings at and near the bed-rock In a confined bed 
would, to some extent, deepen the cut. Once a year, or once In 
two years, this Cut could very easily be cleaned up by shoveling 
the residue Into sluices. The cost of such an enterprise would be 
small in the event of the creek-bed being properly worked out . It 
would require only the opening and wailing up of the channel for 
the waters and tailings to run In, and it would pay for itself after 
the first few hundred feet would have been com preted, Since 
these could be cleaned up year by year In sections, or rented to 
the Chinese. In working past the mouth of any ravine, bringing 
water and tailings from the hills, a side feeder to the main cut or 
bed-rock flume should be left open, and its sides walled up, to 
conduct the water and tailings into the main stream. Thus, year 
by year, a system of works would be extended, that would yield 
large returns on cleaning up at the low-water stage. 

This system would be greatly aided by building the dam above 
alluded to, enabling the company to control the amount of 
tailings to be admitted to the bed-rock flume, or artificial 
channel , by gates built in it, according to the volume and force 
of the water at any period of the year, with the exception of the 
great floods, when they should all be opened . 

From such a dam, ditches could be dug down the sides of 
the creek fro hydraulic washing of its tailings and banks Into the 
main flume through sluices, saving most of the gold in the 
latter, and also furnishing power to saw-mills, derricks, and 
grinding-apparatus for sulphurets, black sand, and cement. 

It is reported by Dr. Brewster, of La Porte, who has been for 
the last eighteen years engaged in the transportation of the 
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United States malls between La Porte, In Plumas County, and 
Marysville, In Yuba County, and also In the transportation of 
gold-dust and bullion for the different banking and express 
companies, that from account-books In his possession, he finds 
that there has been transported for the banking-house of John 
Conly & Co. over $40,000,000 of gold-dust and bullion, valuing 
the dust at $20,000 for the 100 pounds, or 100 tons of treasure 
for that house alone. The banking-houses of Evarts, Wilson & 

I 
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L 

l 
! 
I 
~ 

I 
L 

Co., Eve & Crew, Wells, Fargo & Co's Express, and the Union 
Express Company have shipped at least $20 ,000,000; and he 
says It Is a safe estimate that one-fourth the product of this 
mining-region has passed over the road In private hands, of 
which, or course, no account is kept. Nine-tenths of this 
aggregate have been taksn from the above described Slate Creek 
Basin . 
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MAP OF SLATE CREEK BASIN - NORTHERN PART - SECTION A 

From: Statistics of Mines and Mining in the States and Territories West of the Rocky Mountains, i.e., the Fifth Annual 

Report of Rossiter W. Raymond, U.S. Commissioner of Mining Statistics - Report 1873. 
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MAP OF SLATE CREEK BASIN - SOUTHERN PART - SECTION A 


From: Statistics of Mines and Mining in the States and Territories West of the Rocky Mountains; i.e., the Fifth Annual 

Report of Rossiter W. Raymond, U.S. Commissioner of Mining Statistics - Report 1873 
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-' SUPPLEMENTTOTHE 

SECOND EDITION 


That stayed the gravel and the sandsPROGRESSIVE HISTORY OF THE 
Which settled heavy, deep and thick,RABBIT CREEK STRUGGLE 
Along the bed of Rabbit Creek. 
And now attend me in my song 

Here from The Mountain Echo of December 17th of H istorical, if not too long : 
1853 is a poem which describes how the tailings from dig Ours must be an unlucky star , 
gings along Rabbit Creek (the early name of the settlement For nuisances our progress mar. 
of La Porte) formed a larger dam of their own, bigger than a On Rabbit Creek , not far below 
smaller one which had been built to catch or "settle" the Our claims, a dam opposed the flow, 
tailings, and how this larger dam resulted in the tailings The natural impetus and force 
overflowing the natural course of the creek and burying the Of waters in that way and course 
rich mining ground of a flat under several feet of tailings That nature pointed out before 
from the workings of other miners, which deposition ad Man lived to hear the waters roar . 
versely affected the mining of the gravels of the flat. The Once at the dam, our "tailings" were 
poem goes on to relate what it was decided to do about this From further progress settled there, 
encroachment of tailings On the ground of the claims, and And built a dam of greater force 
what resulted . To stop the gravel in its course, 

The route by trail from La Porte to Downieville des Until the rich flat claimed around, 
cribed in the poem was across Slate Creek to Port Wine, Was buried deep in new made ground . 
thence across Canyon Creek to Craig's Flat, and then up Now I could ask of men of sense 
the ridge to Eureka (Eureka North) , and then down the east Should we remove at great expense, 
watershed of Goodyears Creek to Oak Ranch, and from 	 By shovels, picks or other tools , 

What would pass off by nature's rules;there along the mountain-side on the north watershed of 
the North Yuba River to cross Coyoteville Ravine and What would not ask at all our force 
Creek and into Downieville. Were nature left free in her course? 

What are our diggings worth to us 
If they be submerged thus? 
What to the State, if they must sleep 

Ye goodly folks of Downievi lle. In gravel buried ten feet deep? 

I pray you lend an ear So deep 't would cost to get the gold, 

Unto the Journal of the acts More than 't would bring if it were sold . 

Of those who linger here, What good can come of mineral lands 

From Rabbit Creek, chief scene of sport Whilst thus they're held in subtle hands 

Have lately come to tend your Court. By those who hope to make their "jack", 

Think you us right, think you us wrong Not by their own but saw-mill work? 

In doing what we own we've done, And wither is to come the spoil 

Still give indulgence to the song Of all those honest sons of toil, 

Of he who owns himself as one Who left their wives and children dear, 

Of those who did no more I vow, And came to push their fortunes here? 

Than we thought justice would allow. And also those who left not wives? 

A rightful act my soul inspires, They've others left dear as their lives . 

And fills me with poetic fires. Shall they return with grief and shame, 

o could I wield the pen of Pope, Their fortunes worse than when they came? 

Or with some mightier poet cope, Shall we whose rights are old and good 

To sing the praises loud and long, By men of dollars be subdued? 

Of those who mingled in the throng , An age must follow black as night 

And gave their hands to burst the bands The overthrow of civil right. 
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What's in the wind? What's now upblown. 

That men no more can hold their own? 

Since it was known that "diggins" there 

Were opened, and were yielding fair, 

Long time before the dam was built, 

And still were claimed, we thought and felt. 

To move the dam as clearly ours 

As are a part of Heaven's showers. 

And so we met and all agreed 

The creek must be of "tailings" freed. 

The dam that checked the easy flow 

Of gravel to some point below. 

Ere long. well understood its doom, 

And all the world was wrap't in gloom' 

Then , while it yet was broad day-light 
Malicious rogues would go by night. 

For those love darkness more than light. 

Who know their deeds are evil : 

And such are colleagues of the devil. 

I say 'twas light , but in the west 

The sun was sinking down to rest. 

When at the signal loud and long 
On, on they came some hundred strong 
They had no guns or swords along 

To prove them a malicious throng: 

Nor acted they like men who feel 

When conscience pricks them with her steel, 

'Twere hard to tell of all that band, 

Who mounted first with axe in hand, 

And made with strokes aimed strong and well. 

The axe upon the woodwork fell: 

None seemed afraid to soil their hands. 

In bursting loose the spikes and bands. 

The work was well and quickly done; 

All implicated each as one. 

The owner stood a pace aside, 

And anger shook him as he eyed: 

He took the names in pencil mark 

Of some who meddled in the work. 

And yet of all that goodly mass 

He got the names of few, alas! 

I scarce know why all those were passed, 

Who own them guilty as the rest. 

And now it seems that he who sued,
, 
The miners in a small light viewed, 
And set our number - "murthereen!"~ IL I 	 A little more, if full fifteen . 

,i ' 	 His was a most defective eye 

That could not on our creek descry, 

Where every branch with men's alive,
~ A number over three times five. 

No blood was shed; the dam ws torn; 

Though he who placed it there had sworn, 

He would maintain in case 01 strife, 

The nuisance if it cost his life. 

And now the waters freely flowed, 

Unmingled with a stain of blood, 

o thus may Heaven e're forbid 
That blood should be in anger shed . 
A day there came - I need not prate 
Or bother here about the date 
When Phoebus from the shades of night 
Arose in all her rosy light, 
And news passed round lromtongue to ear, 
"The Sheriff even now is here!" 
Full soon the winding of a horn, 
Rang clearly on the air of morn. 
The miners well could comprehend, 
What meant the music of that wind: 
And easters, westers, middies, - all 

Responded to the signal call. 
'Tis said the Sheriff looked alarm, 
He thought no doubt a coming storm, 
By that wild signal was foretold, 
As trumpets called to arms of old . 
But soon his fears were all dispersed : 
On came the boys as if the first 
Should find reward, the last be cursed, 
For showing signs of coward fear, 
By lingering slowly in the rear . 
They came like locusts from the ground 
Of Egypt rose, and swarmed around. 
Not one then felt a whit of shame, 
But everyone up boldly came 
And to the Sheriff gave their name. 
All those on whom he served no writ 
Were ready there and waiting it. 
Our Sheriff never will complain 
While thus he meets with civil men 
There by the smiles that lit his face , 
I think he felt safe in his place. 
And knew that those he came to take 
Felt each and all, a right at stake. 
Now when the time arrived to start 
It might have made a Sheriff shout, 
To see his charges leading out, 
Pursuing peaceably the course 
That might have been a scene of force 
Unwrited. writted - all resolved 
That each one was alike involved; 
An& so all hands resolved to go 
And see the matter fairly through . 
Then all took up the line of march 
Save some who lingered in the lurch, 
Resolved to meet the coming morn 
And onward marched at sound of horn . 
All those who left, with nimble joint, 
Before the Sheriff reached each pOint. 
We reached Port Wine, and there a pause 
We made, and simply told the cause 
For which we all, o'er gulch and hill, 
Were onward bound for Downieville. 
And there we found an "alley" neat, 
Supplied with pins and balls complete; 
And through the door some tumbled in 
To roll for "liquor" not for "tin", 
And sure they made the rattling pins 
Dance jigs around the "setter's" shins; 
And after rolling some few balls, 
They "rolled" to bar and "swigged" some bowls 
To animate their cheerful souls. 
Port Wine who knew what this meant, 
Why we to Downievile bent. 
Said, with a modestly called oath 
No? manifesting "gas" or "froth" 
"Bravo' Well done! Your'e all right boys' 
Defend in mass your goodly cause." 
Lest Sheriff should get in the van, 
We took the line of march again, 
And onward urged by right good will, 
Paused not to meditate the hill 
That rises to the clouds far o 'er 
Where Canyon's surging waters roar, 
The summit reached there met our eyes 
A place that tells of enterprise, 
Craig's Flat, a place - as I am told 
Where some are taking out the gold . 

Here to the bar some quickly fled 

And took a "snifter" maybe two, 

I think the most took segars "tew", 
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Yet not a man appeared much blue, 
Soon came the Sheriff, and afoot, 
For he had given up his brute
And be this added to his praise 
Unto a man of manier days. 
Then like a generous man of sense, 
He treated all at his expense. 
The "boys" of course roamed hither, thither, 
For they'd been hard to keep together, 
Among so many jolly "tars" 
I scarce believe the prisoners 
Were known by women, men or (curs)? 
From those who unsubpoened went, 
And to the rest their "comfort" lent. 
I scarce believe the Sheriff knew 
His prisoners at simple view. 
He knew that mattered not at a", 
For they were ready at his call. 
We hauled up at Eureka next, 
Where some whose legs were overtaxed 
Concluded they would spend the night 
And start again at peep of light 
Upon their course in better plight. 
To Oak Ranch others bent their way, 
Intending there for night to stay. 
Some said we 'd find a level road 
In coming to the Oak abode, 
But ahl we found, already sore, 
Our boys lamenting as before . 
The van arrived , were all installed, 
And supper for the "rear guard" called 
No doubt they took some liquors, too, 
To keep their patronage in view. 
Ere long the Sheriff closed the rear, 
His presence to the Ranch brought cheers. 
With right good will he liquored those 
Who to partake his kindness chose, 
The evening swiftly passed away: 
We went to "roost" , arose at day-
Took breakfast which had scarcely passed 
When from Eureka came the rest. 
Soon after this, with merry shout 
The Sheriff 's army all "rolled out ·" 
And marching at good speed and will, 
Soon trod the streets of Downieville, 
Where some few people looked amazed, 

__ As wondering where the Sheriff "raised" 
Among the unknown northern hills 
So great a crowd of criminals. 
Some thought, perhaps, we'd all been bent, 
On deeds deserving punishment, 
Or that we had turned upside down 
All h - and stole the devil's gown, 
And sent the Prince of that domain, 
To "Frisco" bearing ball and chain 
Since we by men of sense are told 
The root of many sins is gold, 
Should Satan split these mountains high 
Exposing "piles" unto the eye. 
Or tell us of some cunning means 
To rake up gold profuse as beans, 
And we the Old Lord should arraign, 
And by some means his person gain, 
Convict him, send him to the bay 
To pay his line at 10 per day, 
He patiently the ball and chain 
Would bear, and never once complain. 
We claim not any intercourse 
With Satan; nor do we try by force 
To take that which don't of right belong 

To us, for that we feel were wrong . 

We claim to have, through innate fear , 

To guide our course, the conscience clear; 

Through life we have that boon enjoyed , 

And feel it is not yet destroyed: 

And, though we're in a sea whose tide, 

Of sin besets on every side, 

We hope, by conscience lit, to steer ' 

Of every shoal and breaker clear. 

And finally, to reach that port 

That best may please the Higher Court. 

May right and justice reign o'er wrong . 

What better wish could close my song? 


Since what is penned has gone to press 

The struggle has had some progress ; 

Today the Court when it adjourned, 

As I from friendly lips have learned, 

The time of legal struggle fixed 

At sixth of February next. 

I venture, when that time arrives, 

If Heaven lengthen out our lives, 

The "criminals" in grand parade, 

Wiil come without the Sheriff's aid, 

Although they will be glad to find 

An escort equally as kind . 

And now the harp that yet may swell 

Our coming history to tel" 

Reluctantly "dries up" - FAREWELL. 


Downieville. Dec. 12th, 1853 

EXCEPTS FROM THE 1859 DAIRY OF 

MARY ANN HARRIS MEREDITH. 


Following are major excerpts from the 1859 Diary 01 
Mary Ann Harris Meredith which describe a Journey which 
began in New York on April 11 th of 1859. and which termi
nated in Downieville, Sierra County. California, with the in
tent, however, being that of continuing on to Poker Flat in 
the "Over North" region of the same county. but with the 
Meredith party being delayed in Downieville because of 
the still present (middle of May) deep snows on the moun
tains between Downieville and Poke' Flat. Much of the ac
count of the journey from New York to off-the-coast of 
southern California has been omitted . 

Mary Meredith, nee Marry Harris, was the wife of Grif 
fith Meredith, he marrying her in the Spring of 1859 in New 
York. Mr. Meredith had earlier in 1849 sailed from New York 
to California around The Horn and had come to Sierra 
County, but had returned to New York in 1858. As early as 
the late 1850's he had establisned two sawmills in the vicin
ity of Eureka (Eureka North, Eureka City) northwest of 
Downieville, which were deSignated the "Upper" and 
"Lower" mills. The Diary is to the author through the cour
tesy of Mrs. Beth Ricaud who is a great grand-daughter of 
Griffith Meredith. The Footnotes accompanying this 1859 
Diary are by the author of this book. 

THE DAIRY OF MARY ANN HARRIS MEREDITH 

(1859 Diary of my voyage to California from New York. Day 
of sailing, Monday, April 11 th, 1859) 

April 11, 1859: We had a rather pleasant sail down the 

Bay although rather cool. After we had been out about 
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--
two hours we had an amusing scene. A boat was lowered 
and an Irish woman and two Irish men were sent back to 
Ney.t York because they had no tickets. It was very amusing 
to hear the Irish howl set up by their friends who were left on 
board . It seemed very dangerous to see them sail off in that 
small boat. The waves were very large; sometimes we 
could not see them at all; the waves would hide them from 
our view. The ladies and some of the gentlemen are begin
ning to look rather pale . There is a general Hurrah all 
around me, and a cry of "the first overboard" , when a gent
leman by my side says, "I could not keep it down any 
longer ." 

We are too sick to eat any supper excepting Kate and 
Sammie', but they were very extravagant for they threw it all 
overboard as soon as they came on deck. 

Tuesday, April 12th: Sammie is up bright and early this 
morning and says he is hungry for his breakfast; and has 
come up from breakfast grinning and says it tasted first 
rate. Kate, Mrs. Owen and daughter have had breakfast 
and feel quite smart. There are no other ladies to be seen 
on deck. They are all sick. The waiter has brought me a cup 
of tea just warm enough to serve as an emetic. I feel a great 
deal better since I have taken it. Griffith has kept his word 
about being sick, he is just a sick as I am. He got up this 
morning but had to go back to bed again . We have all been 
to dinner and it tasted very good. There are no other ladies 
excepting one or two to be seen, and the Meredith family. 

W8(:jnesday, April 13th: I feel well thi s morning . 

Tuesday, May 3rd: There is land on each side of us. On the 
right is the coast of California, and on the left is the Island of 
Cerros . All we can see are mountainous peaks, some of 
them far above the clouds, composed seemingly of red 
sand , entirely barren . We have seen several whales today. 

Wednesday, May 4th: We spent a very rough night. The 
.~ I steamer rocked and plunged very much. I could not sleep 

much, was a little afraid of a storm. The sea has been very~l rough all day which quite disappoints me in regard to the 
, Pacific . I have always been told that it was very smooth but 
~ J it is worse than the Atlantic was, which is very unusual. Sev
, j eral of the ladies are seasick today. I think a great deal of it 

~ 

,- . is caused by a lack of ambition but perhaps I am uncharitaI ble because I am so well myself." 

Thursday, May 5th: The weather is cold and rather disag
reeable . Today we passed the Island of Catalina . We ex
pected to reach San Francisco today, but I am told we shall 
not until Saturday morning. We are all tired of the steamer 
and are anxious to set our feet on land once more. 

Friday, May 6th: We are all well and rejoicing that this is 
our last day on the steamer. We passed San Diego in the 
night and Monterey and Santa Cruz today. We have seen 
some splendid mountains covered with trees and grass, 
whose tops reached about two hundred feet above the 
pure white clouds which rested on their sides. 

Saturday. May 7th: We arrived at San Francisco this 
morning at 6112 o'clock, went to a hotel and ate a first-rate 
breakfast. I never enjoyed a meal so much before. It was 
such a relief to get off from the steamer, although I cannot 
complain much for he had tolerably good fare, but every
thing tastes so much better on land . We had fresh salmon 
nicely cut in slices and browned . It was delicious. I think I 
shall eat nothing else while I am here. 

I took a walk this afternoon for the purpose of viewir 
the city. Was very much pleased with it. The city is built ( 
the sides of four or five large hills, with the exception of fo 
or five of the streets nearest the water . These are built ( 
piles which are driven down about 20 feet with about 
feet remaining above water. Upon these are laid ve 
heavy timbers and then planks which make a very goe 
road. All the houses on these streets are built in the san 
manner on piles. 

There are some very fine stores, many of them equal 
our Broadway stores, and there are some very fine house 
most of them built in cottage style with very fine flower go 
dens. Our most choice house plants grow in the open ail 
saw rose Geraniums and rose bushes covered with flo 
ers eight feet high, and vines, the names of whiCh I did n 
learn, covering the whole sides of the houses. The blo 
soms were pink and resembled the pea blossom. Th( 
looked perfectly splendid . 
. There are several very handsome confectionary ar 
Ice cream saloons. The city is lighted by gas and mal 
parts of it look like New York. There are twenty-Iv 
churches, several very nice hotels. There are a great mar 
Chinese here. They look very comfortable and happ 
Many of them keep stores and are very rich. 

Sunday, May 8th: This morning I intended to go 
church, but have been invited to go to a place called Oa 
land across the bay about ten miles from the city. (Later: 
have been to Oakland and enjoyed myself very much. Tt 
sail was very pleasant, as was also the place. We arriVE 
there at three o'clock, had a very nice dinner, and returm 
at six, and went to the Methodist Church in the evening ar 
heard a very good sermon by The Rev. Wm. Peck, former 
of New York.) 

Monday, May 9th: I went out with a friend to make SOIT 

calls, and visited St. Mary's Cathedral. It is a very fine buil( 
ing. We also visited the Chinese place of worship and sa 
their god, all decorated in the most fantastical manner c 
was also the room in which it was placed. The room :"c 
about fifty feet deep and twenty wide. There was a row, 
stiff-looking mahogany chairs on each side, a table in tt
centre with a great many fancy articles on it fantastical 
gilded, the names and use of which I could not imagin' 
The god was placed at the far end of the room. He was lif, 
size, rather good looking , complexion brown, black he 
and mustache, in a sitting posture with one hand a litt 
raised and all his fingers closed excepting the forefingE 
which made him have a rather commanding appearanc 
There were a number of fancy articles placed on the tab 
before him, and some pineapple cheeses, which I pr. 
sume were offerings of peace. We will take the four o'cloc 
boat for Sacramento. 

Tuesday, May 10th: We came up in the boat last night. 
was as nice as some of our Albany boats . There were 
great many on board. It was so crowded that they could n' 
all get berths. Consequently some of them had to sit up ( 
night. The cause of there being so many was that there 
an opposition boast on the river which has caused tt
other line to put down the fare to two dollars and a half wi' 
a state room, one dollar cabin passages and fifty cen 
deck. 

We arrived in Sacramento at three o'clock in the morr 
ing , left the boat at five, and went to the St. George's Hotel 
which is a very fine one, the best in the State. I had a nic 
parlor and bedroom, everything was as nice as any hotel i 
New York. After breakfast took a walk; am very muc 
pleased with Sacramento. It is situated on the bank of th 
river; is very level. The streets are laid out in right angle: 
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Those parallel with the river are numbered and those lead
ing up from the river are arranged in alphabetical order 
which makes it very easy to travel. My friend Mrs. Tibbits 
met me at the hotel , and had a very pleasant time . 

Wednesday, May 11th: The weather is delightful here. 
The rainy season is just over and everything in the gardens 
look fresh and bright. I took a long walk this morning, saw a 
great many beautiful cottages and gardens and a profu
sion of flowers and fruit trees. Sacramento is a very pretty 
place. I saw peach trees two years old with a stalk not thick
er than an ordinary walking cane, laden with peaches, and 
cacti six feet high with leaves eighteen inches long, the 
prickers being about the size of a number seven needle. 
There are eleven churches, a very large public school and 
some very large stores. I went into one dry goods store that 
was carpeted with very handsome brussels carpet, and 
the silk room had velvet carpet, so you see they go ahead 
of the New York stores. 

Thursday, May 12th: We left Sacramento this morning at 
eight o 'clock on a little steamboat called the Cleopatra for 
Marysville. Arrived at seven in the evening. We had a very 
pleasant sail up the Sacramento River . The scenery is very 
pretty on either side. The river is quite narrow. Sometimes 
we would sail within four feet of the trees and shrubbery 
that were on the shore. There are some splendid ranches , 
or farms as we call them, on the Sacramento. When we 
were about eight miles from Marysville a picnic party got on 
board from General Sutter's Ranch where they had been 
spending the day. It was on his palce that gold was first dis
covered . He is very rich and has a splendid place. There is 
another splendid place owned by a Mr. ( ? ) containing 
(an orchard) filled with fruit trees, principally peach . He 
made last year over fifty thousand dollars on his fruit and 
yet when he went to the States last fallon business he went 
in the steerage to save fifty dollars. Marysville is situated 
the same as Sacramento, only it is on the opposite side of 
the river, 'not quite so large. Neither is it so pretty, although 
there are some very pretty residences. The ground is 
rather low, which makes it unhealthy. There is a great deal 
of fever and gue and various other fevers. 

Friday, May 13th: Spent part of the day shopping for fur
niture, and the rest of it walking about town . 

Saturday, May 14th: We started this morning at 6'/2 
o'clock in a stage coach for Camptonville, a small mining 
town about forty-nine miles from Marysville . Arrived at five 
P.M. after a long day's ride, stopping only long enougt:1 to 
eat breakfast and dinner on the road . Although the ride was 
rather long we enjoyed it very much. The scenery in some 
places. was magnificent, such splendid mountains 
covered with pines, some of them from two to three 
hundred and fifty feet high, and then the ravines and val

; leys covered with grass and flowers . We traveled on a new 
road 4 that has been made around the sides of the moun
tains , sometimes gradually ascending and then descend
ing. Sometimes we could look down a precipice three 
hundred feet almost perpendicular, and then we would be 
in a valley surrounded by high mountains. The scenery was 
very romantic. We intend to remain in Camptonville tonight 
and start early in the morning for Downieville. 

Sunday, May 15th: We mounted our mules this morning 
about half past six'" I was very much delighted with the first 
few miles ride. We were sometimes on the top of a high 
mountain looking down on a beautiful green valley, and 
then in a valley surrounded by huge mountains whose 
sides were covered with tall pine trees varying in height 

from two to three hundred and fifty feet. After we had been 
riding about an hour, gradually ascending, we came to 
snow six feet deep, but the sun was quite hot, so I don't 
think it will last long. After we had been riding three hours 
we began to descend a mountain that is two miles high .6 
Our mules travelled on a trail (or narrow footpath) down the 
mountain side, sometimes on the verge of a precipice 
where the slightest misstep would precipitate us down sev
eral hundred feet, where, when sometimes the mules do go 
down with their loads on their backs, their owners scarcely 
ever go after them. We allow the mules to take their own 
course, and I really became attached to mine when I ob
served how carefully she chose the easiest and safest 
path . After we had descended the mountain 7 we met three 
gentlemen friends of Mr. Meredith 's coming to meet us who 
said we must take their horses as they were, for we had 
been riding five hours. We arrived in Downieville at half 
past eleven after riding about eighteen miles. I am staying, 
May 17th, at a friend's house while Mr. Meredith and my 
brother have gone to Poker Flat to see the state of things 
there. They say the snow is eight feet deep between here 
and Poker Flat, so it is impossible to get there in any other 
way excepting on foot, so I shall have to remain here until 
the mules can travel for it is seventeen miles from here. 

FOOTNOTES TO THE 1859 DIARY OF 

MARY ANN HARRIS MEREDITH 


'Kate was a sister of Mrs . Meredith and Sammie was a 
brother. 

2St. George's Hotel is a s till-standing brick building on the 
southeast corner of 4th and J. Streets. 

'Marysville is situated where the Yuba and the Feather Riv
ers have their union. The combined waters then flow south 
to join the Sacramento River about six miles below Knight's 
Landing. 

·This new road was the initial work on The Sierra Turnpike 
this first work on it being done in March of 1859. See the 
Footnote below for a more complete description of this 
Sierra Turnpike. 

'The Sierra Turnpike, the road from Garden Valley in Yuba 
County via Camptonville, the Sieighville House, the Moun
tain House and Goodyers Bar to Downieville was com
pleted in September o f 1859. 

In November of 1858 a group of prominent citizens of the 
North Yuba country met at Goodyears Bar and drew up a 
Declaration of Intention to organize a Turnpike Road Com
pany to proceed with plans to construct a road from Down
ieville via Goodyears Bar and Camptonville to Garden Val
ley in Yuba County. At a meeting in December a Sierra 
Turnpike Company was formed and in the same month 
final plans were completed for the road. 

Work got under way on the construction of the road in 
March of 1859, the first work being on the section between 
Garden Valley and Camptonville. A road camp was estab
lished at Coyoteville one mile west of Downieville in early 
April. Work progressed without delays and the road was 
completed in September of the year with Celebrations 
being held in Goodyears Bar and Downieville in obser
vance of the great event. 
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However, at least from the mid-1850's, and possibly from 
the early 1850's, a primitive road, which was one of the 
western ends of the Henness Pass Road - (the other 
western extension being the initial road down Pliocene 

II I Ridge by Plum Valley and on to cross Oregon Creek near r its mouth on the Middle Fork of the Yuba River) - had 
existed, this road being considered a part of the Henness 
Pass Road, which had its course via The Mountain 
House - (which was an early Wayside Inn located at the 
crest of the Mountain House Grade, which five-mile grade 
was to become a part of this Sierra Turnpike) - down 
Sieighville Ridge to the Sheifhville House and Campton
ville, and from there on to points in Yuba and Nevada coun
ties. 

6From Camptonville to The Mountain House up Sieighville 
Ridge is about eleven miles which would take about three 
hours, mule or horseback.i . Ii 

The mountain the party began to descend beginning at 
The Mountain House is the mountain the ridge of which 
leads to Goodyears Bar which is located near the base of 
this mountain and at the foot of the present five-mile Moun
tain House Grade. 

However, the reference that the mountain is "two miles 
high" is an exaggeration since the elevation at The Moun 
tain House at the crest of The Mountain House Grade is 
about 4,800 feet with the elevation of Goodyears Bar being 
about 2,700 feet. Looking down the canyon of Woodruff 
CFe.ek from The Mountain House (or Woodruff's Divide) 

. to see a part of Goodyears Bar far below, it does appear 
that the mountain is much higher than it actually is. 

7The mountain along the side of which the Mountain House 
Grade descends to Goodyears Bar. 

1 	 THE GRIFFITH MEREDITH LETTERS 

1 

Following are major excerpts from letters which Griffith 
Meredith, who had settled in Sie rra County in the 1850's 
and who had sawmills in the vicinity of Eureka North 
(Eureka or Eureka North) an early mining settlement of sig
nificant size as early as the late 1850's, the site of which is 
about six miles, airline distance, northwest of Downieville 
or about eleven miles by the present road. Most frequently 
referred to in the letters are his two sawmills which were de· 
signated "The Lower" and "The Upper", the sites of which 
are respectively a short distance northwest of the Eureka 
Diggings on or near the course of the early trail from Eureka 
to Poker Flat and about three miles south of Poker Flat. The 
letters, which are of the years from 1859 into 1862, were! 

6 , 	 written by Mr. Meredith from Empire Flat which is a flat 

which comprised the northeastern part of the early and sig· 

nificant mining settlement of Poker Flat. The letters are to 

the author through the courtesy of Mrs . Beth Ricaud who is 

a great-grand-daughter of Griffith Meredith. The Footnote 

accompanying these letters are by the author of this book. 


Empire Flat, Oct. 27th, 1859 

My dear Sister Sarah : 

Now Sarah I must tell you what a 
nice ride I have every night and morning . I have a very fine 
black little mule, and very wild too, for he won't hardly let 
me get in the saddle before he is off on a gallop. The mill is 
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3 miles from here on the top of a mountain. We are v 
busy every day. Friend John is driving the oxen for us 1 

year. I tell you the oxen look gay with those brass knobs 
their horns. I see my wife out at the back door looking 
me as I come down the hill.' She is one of the best won 
living and she has a nice supper all ready for me, and 
both have good appetites, and it relishes well. Sam 
about one mile from here working his claim. He come~ 
see us eyery Sunday. He feels finely . They have not got 
erything fixed yet, but he told me last Sunday that he v 
making from $30 to $40 per week now. ....... .. ...... I exp 
old winter with his iron chains will soon bind our earth c 
dress it in white for a while .... .. ... Your ring went by the 0\ 

land mail. I hope it will arrive safe................ . 

Affectionately thy Brother, 
"Old Griffi 

Empire Flat, Jan . 22 , 11 

My dear Sister Sarah, 

I went to see Sam last week E 

took him his letters and papers. He is well and in gc 
spirits. His claim is paying him good wages. He mal 
$28.003 every week and sometimes more. He took a can· 
and we went all through the diggings. I think he has gc 
good claim. They are in 700 ft. and it is as dryas your cel. 

We have one advantage here in the Summer. Fr . 
May to November we do not have any rain, so we can ( 
pend on fine weather . Snow here by our house is full 3 f, 
deep and it is snowing now very fast. This Winter, thus I 
has been very pleasant. We have had very little cold fre' 
ing weather, but still our Winters are long and tedious . 
the time I receive your answer to this it will be very pleasa 
and I will probably be running this Mill here. Sarah, I w 
you could have some of our fresh eggs. They are deliciol 
We have 11 hens and 3 roosters, and some of them are I, 
ing all the time. I keep them in two parties, half of them 
the barn, and the balance are in the henhouse. My a XE 

mule and pony, are all down in the Sacramento Valley 
winter . They do not have to feed stock down there in t 
winter. It is like Summer down there. Wheat and barley a 
oats are half grown now. They sow in December and 
February they plant potatoes and corn. Some wait ur 
March and April in San Francisco. I see by the papers t~ 
they have plenty of strawberries, peaches, pears and I· 
tuce Kate and Sarah4 say that they like it in San Francis, 
very much. 

You would have lots of fun if you were here traveliJ 
over Snow~Shoes . Mollie puts them on once in a while ar 
trots around. I go to the Steam Mill (3 miles) once in a wh 
and wear them. and when I am coming down the hill fOJ 
half mile I stand up and ride and gc very fast and sam 
times fall down, but not very often 

Loving Brother, 
Griffl 

Empire Flat, Feb . 6th, 181 

Dear Sister Sarah: 

.... ...... . I have been running this Mill for tI 
past 3 days and will have to run it 3 or 4 more. I am workir 



all alone so you see I am not under much expense. I sold 
$47.00 dollars worth of lumber yestereday and will proba
bly sell as much tomorrow. I think I will sell a good deal of 
lumber this Spring as those who have been burned out' will 
nearly all want to build again if they can get lumber. I sell 
lumber for $55 per thousand feet or 5112 cents per foot. 
Snow is now about 3 feet deep, but the weather is very 
pleasant. I have not had a ride on my Snow-Shoes for some 
time ............... . 

Your true Brother, 
Griffith 

Empire Flat, May 6th , 1860 

My dear Sister Sarah: 

"We have received your letters. They had been 
laying in the Post Office at Downieville , and as we had a 
very long and heavy snow-storm which completely 
blocked up the traveling across the mountains, we re
ceived them all in a bundle, 5 for us and 4 for Sam - and 
today we received 3 letters from Sister Sarah but none from 
you. I saw Samuel a few minutes ago and he said he had 
received one from Eliza and one from Mother, and one from 
"Tommy", and one from Lizzy, but none for us . He said you 
were all well. Therefore we feel quite relieved by hearing 
through him . 

Molly says that I am quite a Boy yet, but I think I am 
quite a man. But then if you were only here to ride on these 
Snow-Shoes you would have more fun in one day than on 
those Sleds in a week, for we stand right straight up and let 
them go at Rail-Road speed, and turn them around corners 
as pretty as you can imagine. And they are not heavy. They 
are about as thick as a stave of a barrel and about twice as 
long . Oh l you ought to see me go. I don't fall down now. I 
can run on them a whole day and not fall once, but along at 
first I used to fall very often. You would laugh outright if you 
were here to see the little Boys and Girls run on them every
where ..... 

I am very busy now sawing every day. I am sawing all 
alone, so you see I have to work pretty hard as I have all the 
lumber to pile up and the logs to roll in the Mill , and all the 
slabs to carry out all myself. When night comes I am quite 
glad for I am generally tired , but not so tired but what I 
could out-run you . Snow is fast melting off and soon the 
hills will be quite bare. I have not got my mule or Mary's 
pony up yet (from Sacramento Valley) but will about the first 
of June. In Sister Sarah's letter today she says she is to be 
married soon. I presume about the 1st of June. Her in
tended's name is James Creeley. He is mining 8 miles from 
here. He is tall and quite good looking .. .. ... .... ... .. There is 
plenty of strawberries down in Sacramento and San Fran
cisco and has been since Feb. Up here we have snow 
three feet deep. Sammy looks fine and fat. He says his 
claim paid first rate this week. He looks better than when 
living in New York. 

Owing to the delay in our getting letters from Down
ieville I am going to have you direct them to Table Rock, 
Sierra County, Cal. s Put "Sierra County" on as there is 
another Table Rock in the State. 

Give my love to Mother and the girls and Thomas and 
Family and accept a very large portion for yourself , from 
Brother, 

Meredith 

Empire Flat, Sept. 24th, 1860 

My dear Sister Sarah : 

.. .. ...... ........ You seem to think that we will have 
to bring Minna' on to New York to have you all pass your 
judgements upon her. She is such a sweet little Baby. I am 
afraid you would eat her up. But I tell Mary that she may go 
home next fall (a year from now) if she wants to. I don't know 
what she will or may decide upon by that time . Then you will 
have company that will stay more than two or three weeks 

We are all in the best of health here. Mary is very 
. healthy and so is the Baby. Bye and bye the Baby can say, 
Aunt Maggie. She did it twice last week and she says 
Grand Ma too. At least that's the way I interpret it. Ha! Hal I 
am going to teach her to say Aunt Sarah, and in a few 
weeks, Auntie's to you all 

I have not been up the Steam Mill much this Summer. I 
have a good deal to do in this Mill. It will take me 5 or 6 
weeks to fill all the orders that I now have on hand to saw. 
Sarah's husband was over here about a week ago. He says 
she is in very good health . I gave him 3 hens and a rooster . 
He seems like a very fine man. Kate wrote us last week. She 
is wel l. I saw Sammie this morning . He is very well. I believe 
he likes mining very much. I don't think his Company works 
as many hours as I do. I came by there several times this 
Summer at 5 o'clock and they would be just leaving off 
work. The sun would be 2 hours high . But I presume they 
work pretty hard while at it . 

We have raised a good deal of vegetables here in our 
little garden. They have done well. I have one head of let
tuce as big around as a common milk pan. My cabbage 
don't seem to head up. The stalk is very large as also are 
the leaves. Some of our turnips are very large ...... . . 


The weather is delightful here . No rain yet since June. 
We have had some pretty sharp frosts here already, but 
none lately. We have been to a funeral today of a pretty little 
Boy a little over one year old . He has been sick about two 
weeks . He was cutting his eye and stomach teeth and he 
just got them all through when his little strength gave way 
and he has gone to that bourne whence no little wanderer 
returns . Yes , Jesus called him home. Mary and I called 
there last evening for a few minutes and the little fellow was 
laid out in his cradle. Oh! he looked beautiful .. 

Minna sends her love to Grand Ma and all her Aunties, 
likewise Mary and your humble and loving Brother . 

Meredith 

Empire Flat, Dec. 23rd , 1860 

Dear Sister Sarah: 

...... I have all my work done that I can 
do before March except drawing about 10 cords of wood 
on a hand-sleigh." It will take me about 2 or 3 weeks to do it. 
I have been making several pair of Snow-Shoes. We have 
had a fine Fall and Winter thus far. We have about one foot 
of snow and it is snowing now quite fast. About a week ago 
we had a heavy rise in Canyon Creek. It is the stream that I 
take water from to run my Mill. The heavy flood carried a 
portion of my flume - worth perhaps $100. Many others 
lost, for nearly all the cellars around were filled with wat<:lr. I 
was up to see Samuel 3 weeks ago today. He feels in good 
spirits. They expect to take out a good deal of money this 
Winter and Spring . He says he will probably come home 
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next Fall. I hope he may conclude to stay two or three years 
longer .. ...... . 

I presume that by this time you have plenty of snow up 
on the heights , and then those sleighs will be brought out 
and then what a time. I wish I were there to make you a pair 
of the Norwegian Snow-Shoes - then you would go a per
fect streak. 

I will write you soon again . Mary and Minna send their 
love to all, and Minna sends a kiss to you . Please one and 
all accept my warmest love for your health and happiness , 
and ever believe me your devoted and loving brother. 

G . Meredith 

Empire Flat , Jan. 27th, 1861 

Dear Sister Sarah: 

" Sister Sarah and her Isaac are both 
well. I was '~~~~ ' th~~~' two or three weeks ago and stayed 
two nights, and this past week he was over here and stayed 
over night. I made him a new pair of. Snow-shoes. I was 
over to Downieville the 15th and 16th of thi s month. Sawall 
our friends and found them quite well. 

Last Summer when I was over at Downieville I ordered 
two pretty rings . Made one for you and one for Eliza which I 
purposed for a New Year's present. But all my endeavors 
failed to procure them in time . Finally when I was over there 
I got the jeweler' to finish them for me to bring over. So now I 
will send them to you . ........ . 

We are all in the best of health, and little Minna grows 
finely. She was 7 months old yesterday. Samuel was telling 
me what a fine ride he had on his Snow-Shoes. Snow IS all 
of 6 feet deep now........ . I have kept myself quite busy of 
late making Snow-Shoes for different ones but have got 
nearly through now. I will not saw any probably before the 
middle of March or the first of April. Our winters are qUite 
long and tedious here. We have had more cold freezing 
weather this winter than I have ever known before In any 
one Winter. Therefore, we hope for an early Spring. Down 

U 
, in Sacramento Valley now wheat is full half grown and Will 
!. soon be headed out ..... . 

All the New York papers seem full of this Southern 
Movement Seccession. I have read them all with interest 
and I must say with great regret too - for it seems that ere 
long our most glorious Union will be severed and perhaps 
a revolution will end the ties that bind us together. Yes , may 
end that Union which has ever been the pride and admira
tion of the American Nation and the envy of all the Euro
pean Monarchical Governme.nts. But yet I still cling to the 
h'ope that yet all may be rectified and this little estrange
ment may bind us stronger together than before .... .. .. ...... . 

I hope that the time is not far distant when I may have a 
little farm somewhere nicely situated. The miners about 
here are not doing much nor won 't do much before April, so 
you see it is quite dull ..... ... .... We have some nice ham and 
eggs quite often now for breakfast. We make our own hams 
and our chickens are laying - some of them all the time. 

i I 

I Your loving Brother,

lL G . Meredith 

Empire Flat, April 14th, 1861 

My dear Sister Sarah: 

" .............. . I expected a letter by the last mail from 
you or Eliza informing me whether you and she received 

the rings or not. I sent them on the 28th of January. I 
them registered here for safety, but since I have lear 
that it is a bad plan for it gives th ieves a chance to k' 
what letters have valuables in them. I really hope you I 
get them for I had them made by the best jeweler in 
State. ...... . 

Minna grows finely . Sarah , she is a sweet, pretty cl 
and I tell you she has enough to say too, but it don't ame 
to much. 

Snow is getting off around tbe house now - and s 
we will have bare ground all about, for when the weath 
fine it melts very fast. I was up at the Steam Mill last VI 

and about the Mill it was a full 14 feet deep... .. . 

Your loving Brother, 

G . MerE 

Dear Sister Sarah : 

I rec eived your ever welcome letter about two we 
ago Was delighted to hear from you all. Glad to hear 
you all enjoyed good health - may you never know v 
sickness is. I was glad to hear that you received your r 
for the California letters have been robbed to a great ex 
and I feared that perhaps they might be stolen before t 
reached New York, and I am glad that they please you 
fit )!.OU so well. I am sorry that it dazzles your eyes 
perhaps you may get use to it so that it won't injure th 
rogUish little eyes. 

You say that this troubled South don't affect your VI 

any. I am glad to hear it , for I was afraid that it might 
heard that it affected all kinds of trade. I hope that It r 
continue good, for then you all will feel cheerful. Bu~ she 
you need an assistance let me know. Samuel.ls dOing \ 
well . I saw him yesterday . His company IS dOing well n, 

We are all enjoying the very best of health here. Li 
Minna grows finely, and is as fat as a little pig . She star 
up by a chair and says a great deal and talks so fast tr 
now think it must be some foreign language. 

You seemed to be sorry that you had no snow, and \ 
thought you would not have any more, but I saw in a pa. 
the other day that on the 21 st of March that it fell 4 feet dE 
up the Hudson River. Sarah , you would be the fight sort I 
woman for California for these long winters would be c 
fun for you to ride on Snow-Shoes. Sister Sarah - ove 
St. Louis'o beat all the women and most of the men riding 
Snow-Shoes down hill. She and Isaac are well. We he 
from Kate a few weeks ago. She was well. She said that ~ 
had received a letter from Mr. King and they said that It 
could not get any work from the shop this Winter. Kat! 
making money. Sh'e is getting $30 per month, and ha 
better place than she did in New York. Mary expect~ 
spend the winter in Sacramento. I expect that she and Iv 
Owen will have a lively time. I will have to remain up hi 
and attend to business. 

Give my kind regards to Maggie and say to her tl 
she ought not let that Miss Acker cut her out from be: 
Mrs. Gregory. Give my love to Brother Thomas and fam 
also to Mother and all the girls. And to Mrs. Brown a 
daughters and all your friends . 

This is a dark day. I could not see to write it from the 
bles , so I sat on the sofa and wrote it off my knee, bl 
guess you can read it. Please accept a Kiss from your I( 
ing Brother. 

Griffith 
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Empire Flat, Feb. 3rd, 1862. 

My dear Sarah: 

.. ........ I had a letter from Sacramento. The 
children were quite well. Again Minna was cutting double 
teeth . She has a full set of teeth in front, and I tell you what, 
Miss Sarah, she is a pretty child ......... I expected to have 
gone down after them next month, but now I am afraid that I 
will have to put it off until April, for we have nearly two 
months of rain here and the water has run down the roads 
and cut them up at an awful rate . 

Well Sarah I must te ll you that today I was a boy again. I 
saw a large number of young men having a good time rid 
ing down the hill on Snow-Shoes , and they passed by my 
window. The temptation was too much for me. Some of 
them dared me out to run - (and you know that I won't be 
dared) -. So I went and had a good time for about two 
hours, but every time as I would pass my window I could 
not help looking to the window, the way I always used to 
last Winter . Poor Mary always used to sit there when we 
were riding down and enjoy herself as much as anyone, 
and sometimes hold up Minna and show her Papa as I 
would pass." 

As the roads are now, passengers have to ride 42 
miles on the hurricane deck o f a mule . And when the roads 
become good again the Stage will come clear into St. 
Louis . Kate is anxious to come up, and Sarah, she is quite 
as anxious to see her and the children . Since I wrote you 
last the Sacramento hi3s again been overf lowed. The water 
here in the mountains has been very high. It has washed 
clear up to my new wood -shed but stopped then . '2 

I will go tomorrow to Table Rock P O. (at Howland Flat) 
with this so that it Will go on its journey soon For the past 
two months the mails have been very irregular It some
times takes 5 or 6 days for a letter to come or go to Sac
ramento. 

I must tell you of my School. I have two young girls, 15 
and 13, and a young man 18 _. (the same one that I had for 
the past two winters) - I have a good deal of fun with 
them when they commence to spell. I put them in a class 
standing up in front of the sofa , and when one misses a 
word, I say "next" . and there is a great st rife for the head . 
The young man feels very proud when he gets to the head, 
but the Girl manage to be ahead of him by the time the last 
word comes around They come at 6 in the evening and 
stay until 9 . The youngest Girl is a beautiful reader. They 
are all studying Arithmetic and will have Grammar and 
Geogr<:lphy next week .. 

A ffec tionate ly, 
G . Mered ith 

Empire Fl at, July 27th, 1862 

My dear and loving Sister Sarah : 

Minna is very well and growing 
very fast and very pretty. ... You would laugh outright to 
see her about sundown, when I return from the Steam Mill , 
ru n out to meet with extended arms to give me a kiss . 

I have done a pretty trade in thi s Mill this Spring . About 
a week ago we commenced operation at the Steam Mill. 
We have a large amount of lumber to cu t there thi s Sum
mer, and we must do first rate . Last year we did not do 
much .......... I leave here at 7 A.M . and leave the Mill a t 6 
P.M , To return it takes me ju st an hour to ride either way, 
distanc e 3 miles . 

My law business'3 takes up some time, but I try to have 
it come all on one day. Minna hears them call me Judge, 
and now she says: "Papa, Judge." 

The town of St. Louis where Sarah lives was nearly all 
burnt to ashes about two weeks ago.'4 Sarah's hoUse was 
saved by the citizens tearing down two of three wooden 
houses between her house and the fire. Kate likes it here 
first rate. She says we have the prettiest place this side of 
Marysville . 

Your loving Brother, 
G. Meredith 

Empire Flat , Aug , 29th , 1862 

My darling Sarah: 

I have been working 15 men mak
ing a new road from the Steam Mill , 4 miles through the 
forest. It will take full 10 or 12 days more to complete it. We 
will have a good market for lumber when it is completed . It 
will cost me about 6 or 8 hundred dollars , I have to superin
tend the whole of it. It is nearly 4 miles from here.(Poker 
Flat) I leave here every morn ing on my horse at 5 1/2 
o'clock, and it is after sundown every night before I return 
, , .. , Sarah and Mr , Creely '" are both very well and mak
ing money very fast . 

Wednesd ay , Sept. 3, is Election Day. I am again a 
Candidate for Justice of the Peace. Last year there were 4 
Candidates in the field , I led th e party by a few votes . This 
year there are only two in the fi e ld and my opponent is quite 
a popular man. I don 't feel afraid of the race for I th ink I can 
beat him . 

I have done a very pre tty business here this Summer. 

Your devoted Brother, 
Griffith 

Empire Flat , Sept. 23rd, 1862 

My dear and loving Sarah 

.. .. SamlJel is very well. He calls very 
often , Minna and he are great fri ends. She is very fond of 
him. She calls him Uncle Sammie and It makes him laugh 
heartily . 

I am very busy at the Steam Mill this Summer. We are 
doing a "smash ing " trad e. A town 4 'I? miles from the Sleam 
Mill was all burned up some two months ago . ' We built a 
wagon road from the Mill there and now they are drawing 
lumber as fast as we can saw it. We built 4 miles o f road . I 
have as high as 16 men at work for the past 7 weeks and I 
have worked every day except Sunday 

Our Election is over and the Union Ticket has again 
been success ful , and again your humble servant has been 
c hosen a Magistrate of thi s Town Ship . Yesterday I had 
business at SI. Louis and I ca lled to see Sister Sarah and 
Husband , They are both very well . He is making money 
very fast. They are building a new home .. .. 

Most Affec tiona tely Yours , 
G , Meredith 
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Empire Flat , Nov. 16th, 1862 

My dear Sarah: 

"... ....... ...... On the 29th of October Katy was mar
ried and moved right off the same day, and of course took 
my darling Minna with her, for what could poor, lonely me 
do with her.' married them and my feelings were so worked 
up knowing that I would be alone, that it was the hardest 
task I ever undertook in my life. They live only a short mile 
from here up the mountain . I see them every day when I go 
to the Steam Mill, but will soon be cut off, for tomorrow will 
be our last day before we send our teams and my horse 
down in the Valley. But I will go and see her (Minna) every 
week. Yesterday I was going to the Steam Mill and I thought 
that I would not stop until I returned in the afternoon, but 
she saw me and ran out on the stoop and hollered to me: 
"Papa", "Papa". "Arn't you coming to see Minna?" I had to 
turn around and go up to the door and chat with her awhile. 

J. I' 
Sarah's husband has made over six thousand dollars, 

!.J.. all clear, this Summer. Sarah got a fine man I think, and they 
are both very industrious and they will make plenty of 
money. Mr. Bradford, Katy's husband, is a fine man too, 
and has a host of friends . Sammie thinks a great deal of 
him. He has 6 or 8 good claims there. He has 3 in the Com
pany that Sammie is in ............ . 

I was over to Downieville last week on some business, 
and I stept into a Photographic Room and had some small 
ones taken to send to my friends, and perhaps dear S9rah 
you would like one.17 

I bought Minna, while in Downieville, a nice Doll and a 
full set of small China Crockery, and you would laugh to see 
her play with them .... .... . 

As every Affectionately Yours, 
Meredith 

Empire Flat, Dec . 3rd, 1862 

Dear Sister Sarah: 

.. .. ........ .... .. .. One year ago this morning poor 
Mary's soul departed to God. Her spirit fled to Him that 
gave it. Oh! that I had never lived to have seen her lovely 
face laid low in the cold silent grave, but such seemed to 
be my fate - for God gave and He taketh away, and with 
her seemed to go my ambition, but for my darling daughter 

My expenses at Sacramento City last Winter and

lL Spring and my two trips down cost me a little over $1,400, 
and here, my Mill and flumes were damaged to near one 

~~ thousand dollars. In the Spring I made about one thousand 
dollars at this Mill ......... The roads cost me all the money I 
had on hand to finish them and at the present time I have 
not 20 dolars in the house. We did well as we have sold 
over $4,000 worth, but we can 't get any of it until April and 
May - until the miners have water towash their dirt. '8, then 
it will all come at once nearly ........ . 

Accept for yourself dear Sister much love and best 
wishes for your health , happiness and prosperity, and ever 
believe me your Affectionate Brother. 

G . Meredith 

Following is a letter written by Mary Ann Meredith 
her sister-in-law, Sarah (Meredith) Creeley: 

Sacramento, Oct. 6th, 18 

My Dear Sister Sarah: 

"I have at last found a few leisure moments to addrf 
a few lines to you . I know you will forgive my delay whE 
tell the cause of it. 

The first few days after my arrival here I was very tir 
and then Minna was taken sick with vomiting and purgi 
which weakened her so she could not walk, and everybc 
being strange to her, she would not go to any of them, ~ 
had to hold her in my arms for eight days and the best p 
of the nights. So you can imagine how much I felt like w 
ing. I got along traveling very well. Arrived in Sacramel 
all right at two o'clock on Thursday afternoon, found t 
and Mrs. Owens and family all well. Their son and wife a 
two children are living with them. They have moved to 1 
corner of 12th and G. Sts. They have a nice large hou: 
and have given me a nice large room on the first flo 
which I think is the pleasantest room in the house. M 
Owens is very pleasant and kind to me, and says she wal 
me to do just as I would if I was at home. I think I shall ( 
along very nicely here this winter. I went to the Fair twiCE 
was nothing extra. I have seen a great deal better ones 
home. I have not written to Kate yet. Thomas Owens VI 

down to San Francisco last week. He said he would gc 
see Kate and try to have her come up with him, but he VI 

too oashful. He only told John Prichard to tell her I VI 

here. 
I suppose Mrs. Thurston told you she met me at f 

hotel in Marysville . I was glad to meet her. Going dowr. 
the boat in the morning I met Mr. Deardoff. He was VI 

pleasant. He got my baggage checked for me, and wait 
on me at breakfast, and got a carriage for me when we 
rived in Sacramento. He is living in San Francisco. f 
wife's health has been very miserable since she car 
back from the States. He said he met Miss James a sh 
time ago, and was going to say she had the same dress ( 
Mrs. White is married . Mr. Owens saw her yesterday. S 
said she was coming to see us today. 

I have had two letters from Griffith since I have bE 
here, and have sent him three. My health has been VI 

good since I have been here. Minna is very well now, bt 
expect she will have sick spells often until she gets her f 
and stomach teeth t!lrough . 

Remember me to the St. Louis Ladies, especially ~ 
Conlin (Conlan) . I hope she is well. Give my love to Isa: 
Tell him not to work too hard. You know there is only twe 
you, so there is no use in working so hard. I have no new~ 
write you . Write as soon as convenient. I am anxious to hi 
from you . 

Yours with much love, 
Mary Ann Merec 

.... ...................... .. . ....... .. .. ... ................ ....... ......... ........ .
~ 

Here is a composition which was written by Mil 
Meredith , when she was 12 years and 8 months old, wi 
she was student at the Lincoln Grammar School in C 
land . The composition was written on February 14tt 
1873: 

CALIFORNIA 

I can say that I am a Californian , for I was born at Pc 
Flat, a small mining town very high up among the me 
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tains. When I was a very little girl I used to sit hours watch
ing the miners at work on Canyon Creek, which was only a 
few steps from our door. The men used to work with a der
rick'9 to hoist the top earth up, but when they got near the 
bed-rock then they emptied the earth into sluice-boxes 
with riffles in the bottoms of them and let the water run 
through. Riffles are made of small strips of wood placed so 
that they somewhat resemble a ladder. When the water 
runs through the sluices, the gold, being heavier than the 
sand, settles in the riffles. When the miners think they have 
washed a sufficient quantity of earth, they turn off the water, 
take the riffles out and take the gold out in a pan which is 
used for that purpose. The gold in Canyon Creek was so 
pure that it was not necessary to use quicksilver, and when 
the miners came home from their work, they used to often 
stop and let us see the gold in the pans. 

When I am at my mountain home, in summer I often go 
up on some of the highest summits of the Sierra Nevadas, 
one of them is 11.000 feet high. On one side of it the snow 
seldom if ever goes off, and just a short distance from the 
snow. the most beautiful wild-flowers may be found . There 
is one summit in sight of our home in Eureka. Sierra County, 
which is called "Fir Cap", and it is well named, for the only 
trees that grow on it are very tall firs . There a number of tun
nels run under it for mining purposes. 

Another summit is called "Sugar Loaf" from its resem
blance to a loaf of sugar, but it is nothing more or less than 
an immense pile of rocks. The rock is very soft and a great 
many persons have carved their names on it. How I would 
like to take you all there. I am sure you would like it very 
much for the view is splendid. On a clear day you can see 
Mt. Shasta and many other snow-topped mountains . 

I have seen nearly all the largest cities of California . 
Marysville is a very pretty city. and I think I should like it if 
there were not so many mosquitoes there. I spent one 
winter in Sacramento City. and I should like that very well 
too, if it were not so muddy. I shall never forget the Sac
ramento mud for I fell down in it once coming home from 
school. and I was laughed at very much at home. I often 
make calls in San Francisco. and always come home liking 
Oakland better than all - even my native town of Poker 
Flat. 

These are some of the things I know about California, 
and I will write some more next time we have it for a subject. 
I think it is a splendid one. 

Minnie Meredith 
February 14,1873 

FOOTNOTES TO THE GRIFFITH MEREDITH LETTERS. 

The "hili"" here referred to is the steep mountainside lead
ing down into Poker Flat from the top of the mountain near 
Deadwood . 

. Sam was Mrs. Griffith Meredith's brother. 

1 Gold at Ihis lime was worth $20.67 per ounce, 1.000 fine. 

, Kate and Sarah were Mrs. Meredith's two sisters. 

The fire referred to here was probably that of December of 
1859 at Poker Flat when almost two thirds of the town was 
reduced to ashes. 

In September of the same year (1859) the entire town of 
Monte Cristo was destroyed , the buildings consumed by 
the flames numbering 130. 

6Howland Flat wa:: ::'0 principal town of the Township of 
Table Rock and had the Post Office for that Township. 
Sometimes Howland Flat was referred to as "Table Rock". 

7 Minna was Griffith and Mary Meredith's daughter who was 
born at Poker Flat. June 26th of 1860. 

8 Probably a sleigh the runners of which were made from 
shortened snow-shoes, or made from' curved-at-the-end 
pieces of oak. 

9 The jeweler was probably Sol Purdy who was a jeweler of 
Downieville in the late 1850's and early 1860's, and who 
had in the middle 1850's been associated with a Mr. Green 
in the watch-making and jewelry business, or it could have 
been a Mr. Straus who also in the late 1850's and early 
1860's had a watch making and jewelry shop in Dowieville. 

'0 St. Louis was an early mining settlement of significant 
size of the "Over North" country of Sierra County, having its 
beginning in 1850 or 1851 and being frequently referred to 
then as Sear's Diggings since it was located in a region of 
placer diggings named Sear's Diggings. 

" Mr . Meredith's wife, Mary, died in Sacramento on De
cember 3rd of 1861. He, in a letter from Sacramento dated 
that day, to his brother and sister , sent word of his wife 's 
death and told of arrangements for the funeral which was 
held in Sacramento. 

' i General torrential warm rains of Northern California, com
ing on December 7th and 8th of 1861 after a snow-fall, 
brought most of the streams of north central and northern 
California to flood stage This could be the high water refer
red to in this letter . 

,) Mr . Meredith was a Justice of the Peace of the Township 
comprising the Poker Flat area. 

" The town of St. Louis in the "Over North" country of Sierra 
County suffered greatly from fires in its early history, disas
trous fires occurring in 1854, 1857 and in July of 1862. The 
fire referred to in this July 27th, 1862 letter of Griffith 
Meredith is the latter fire . In this fire all of the main part of the 
town was destroyed leaving only the fire-proof buildings. In 
an effort to halt the spread of the flames one home was 
taken up from its foundation timbers and moved by hand 
from the row of buildings where it stood, into the middle of 
the street. Cinders and bits of paper fell in Gibsonville, 
another early mining town of the region northeast of St. 
Louis about 3 miles air-distance, which constituted the first 
knowledge this town had that there was a fire in a town of 
the area somewhere. Within a few weeks of this great 1862 
fire , St. Louis had made a substantial progress toward a re
covery . 

'Sarah Meredith, a sister of Mary Meredith, married Isaac 
Creeley. Catherine (Kate) Meredith married George Brad
ford. 

'"See the Footnote above about the July 1862 fire at St. 
Louis. 

"The photographers to whom Mr. Meredith went could 
have been Messrs. Sutterly and Desmond who had a 
photography business in Downieville in the late 1850's and 
early 1860's. 

'''At most of the placer mines water by the mid-or late sum
mer was insuffcient towash the gravel. During the winter, at 
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some of the drift mines gravel was stock-piled to await the 
coming of spring when there would be water adequate to 
wash the "dirt " 

"'As early as 1850 men at work in placer diggings employ
ed water-powered derricks to hoist and move boulders out 
of the way of their work. The rocks were loaded onto a 
planked platform which was then lifted and swung around 
out of the way of the workings and deposited in great piles 
Many such huge piles of stones are to be seen throughout 
the mining regions of Sierra County . 

EXCERPTS FROM THE 1880 DIARY 

OF MINNA MEREDITH (MACKINDER) 


The following excerpts from the Diary of Mrs . Minna 
Mackinder, nee Miss Minna Meredith, which are of events 
at Eureka North (Eureka, Eureka City or Eureka Diggings), 
which was an important mining settlement of significant 
size as early as the early 1850's. and the site of which is 
about ten miles by road or about six miles, airline distance, 
northwest of Downieville, and the Notes About the 
Meredith Family are to the author through the courtesy of 
Mrs . Beth (Mackinder) Ricaud. Mrs. Ricaud is a great
grand-daughter of Griffith Meredith . Minna Meredith (the 
writer of this Diary) was a daughter of Griffith Meredith and 
the Grandmother of Mrs. Ricaud, and was born in Poker 
Flat on June 26th of 1860. The Footnotes to this interesting 
Diary are by the author of this book. 

ABOUT THE MEREDITH FAMILY: 

Minna Meredith (Mackinder) was the daughter of Grif
fith Meredith of New York City, a native of Steuben. Oneida 
County, New York. He sailed from New York on the barque 
Strafford for San Francisco in 1849, the trip around the 
Horn taking seven months . 

He located in Sierra County and was interested in min
ing and in fumber mills in Summit City,' Poker Flat and 
Eureka North at different times . In 1858 he returned to New 
York and in the Spring of 1859 was married to Miss Mary 
Ann Harris in New York. 

They left New York on the 11 th of April of 1859 by 
steamer, and crossing the Isthmus of Panama, arrived in 
San Francisco. May 7th. In the party were Mr. Meredith's 
two sisters, Catherine and Sarah, and Mrs. Meredith's 
brother, Samuel Harris, all of New York . Also were Mr. and 
Mrs. John B. Owens who located in Sacramento . 

The two Meredith sisters remained at first in San Fran
cisco, but a few years later went to Sierra County 
Catherine married George Bradford and Sarah married 
Isaac Creeley. All later returned to San Francsico. 

Mina Meredith, whose Diary this is, was born in Poker 
Flat, June 26,1860. She had a brother, Harry O. Meredith, 
who was born in Sacramento, November 9, 1861, the 
Winter of the great flood 2 When Mr. Meredith received 
word of the critical condition of his wife in Sacramento, he 
and a friend started on snow-shoes from Poker Flat for 
Downieville. Darkness came on and they walked around a 
tree all night so as not to lose their way. Mrs . Meredith died 
December 3rd of 1861 during the flood time . She is buried 
in Sacramento. 

Griffith Meredith was a member of the California Legis
lature during 1865 and 1866. His second marriage was to 
Ann Maria Van Brunt Darling. She is "mother" referred to in 
this Diary. She gave birth on December 16th of 1865 to 
George S. Meredith who is the "George" referred to in this 
Diary. He became Vice-President of the Oakland Farmers' 
and Merchants' Bank which was across from the Tribune 
Building. 

Griffith Meredith had two sawmills, designated 
"Lower" and the "Upper Mill" being located northwe~ 
the diggings of Eureka and on, or near , the trail from Eur 
to Poker Flat: and the "Lower Mill" being located a sl 
distance below the location of the present Sherr 
Thompson cabin . 

EXCERPTS FROM THE DIARY: 

Tuesday, July 6,1880: Busy all day when not at the ( 
tist Had a tooth filled in the morning and another aboL 
o'clock PM 

Wednesday, July 7,1880: Left on the overland for Me 
ville. 

Thursday, July 8, 1880: Left Marysville about 3 O'c 
this morning for Downieville . I had the outside seat neal 
Chas . Smith's. then gave to George a while . F 
Camptonville whero we dined , they ran two stages so ( 
and I both had outside seats with Mr . Quadlin" who is 
amusing Arrived at Goodyear' a little after 7 PM 
Crooks and Mr. Kennedy" were watChing for us. ' 
tired - glad to rest. 

Friday, July 9, 1880: Felt much rested after our ni( 
rest. Enjoyed Goodyear's scenery with Laura ." Exam 
the plan of the new house, the foundation of which is 
tially laid ' Jim is doing the masonry . 

.. Father arrived with two horses about noon. We StE 
for Eureka about three. When we arrived near Eureka 
off and walked up to Sally's and stayed all night. Geo. 
father went on home. Charlie Cooper and Tor 
Cleghorn" were here this evening . 

Saturday, July 10, 1880: Sally came down with me te 
house this AM It is very dirty, and she stayed till elE 
o 'clock and helped me "clean-up", and came back ir 
afternoon . After supper I went up to remain over-r 
again as my bed is not up. 

Sent a letter to mother and some money to John ~ 
in Downieville to obtain a check and send it to her . Ta 
Sally to sleep as usual 

(Sunday, July 11 thru Saturday, July 17, no entries .) 

Sunday, July 18, 1880: Arose about seven. Beat fE 
up. Had late breakfast, lunch about two, dinner at 6:3 
Cleghorn was down before we were up, and left the I 

Came again soon after and brought Mr. Ed . Arn( 
(horse) for our side saddle for Sally Davison to go to Brc 
City 9 She and Mr. Arnold and Alta Vaughn'O passed v 
we were at breakfast. 

Wrote to Rosa . Mr. McMahon" brought up our gc 
from Scales'2this afternoon. Jim Brooks was in town 01 

way to Wahoo" and came in to see me. Mr. Park" bro 
down his violin today. 

Monday, July 19, 1880: Got up at about a quarter te 
Had some splendid mackerel for breakfast. Churn( 
barrel of butter and Mrs. Richards came down and g< 
rolls . 

Mall-Day. George went up town and got a letter Ie 
from mother and some papers. Mother wrote thai 
would probably be in Downieville tomorrow night an 
here Wednesday. 

Mr . Park got out his fiddle this evening and we 
quite a sing. Had quite an excitement about a man 
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around here twice today. Afraid after Folsom's's sluices. 
Nearly all the cattle got in the ( ? ) today-- - the result 
of Old Johnny. 

Tuesday, July 20, 1880: Got up about half past five, 
breakfast 6:30. Geo. slept so soundly I hated to wake him 
and he had breakfast about nine. 

Mr. Holmes and Mr. Costa '6 the butcher, came about 
10:30. Sally Davison and party passed about one o'clock 
for home. A slight shower about two o'clock. 

George and I had quite a ride on the Snow Creek'7 
road this afternoon. Found one snow plant. When we re
turned, went up to Mr. Julian's after some peaches. Got 
some mackerel up to Mrs . Richards's for evening . 

Wednesday, July 21, 1880: Mother arrived about 8 
o'clock tonight. 

(Thursday, July 22 , 1880 thru Friday 23, no entries. ) 

Saturday, July 24, 1880: Went to Scales with George. Vis
ited Mrs. Sammons", and called on the King 20 girls. 

(Sunday, July 25 thru Wednesday, July 28, no entries.) 

Thursday, July 29, 1880: Got up a little after six . Soon 
after breakfast Eddie Thomas drove up the oxen" with his 
cows. So then he and George drove 'old Johnny' and two 
others up towards the Upper Mill. 

Washed about five changes of under flannels this 
morning. Fixed a box for pansies on a shelf outside my 
bedroom window. I planted the seeds the first of the week. 

Took a good bath and then went up to see Sally. She 
showed me a comical letter from ( ? ) . I was amused . 
Came down the ladder. Went to Mrs. Richards in the eve
ning. She was milking while I was there. George came after 
me. 

Friday, July 30, 1880: Called on Mrs. Shanks and Mrs . 
Richards. 

Saturday, July 31, 1880: Swept up all round . Filled a straw 
bed for Geo. After dinner washed a dress and lay down a 
few minutes when Mrs. Richards came. Then we went 
down below the mill to see Mr. Richards "clean-up" . He got 
over 20 ozs. 

Went to Mrs. Richards and (made up) a dress for Mrs . 
Shanks who was there. 

Read in my room a little while in the evening. Took a 
sponge bath and retired . 

Sunday, August 1, 1880: Arose rather early for Sunday. 
After breakfast George and I went on horseback to Fiddle 
Creek22 to get some snow for ice cream. There was none 
there, so we went back of Sugar LoaF' and found a great 
patch of it. We brought home two bags half full. Mother 
made snow ice cream, and Geo. took one bag of snow to 
Sally. She wanted us to come up and test hers, so we did . 
Stayed to supper. 

Mr. Parks went to Chapparral Hill" this afternoon on 
his way to Downieville tomorrow. 

Mother slipped off the steps and hurt herself tonight , 
but I hope she will feel better tomorrow. 

Monday, August 2,1880: Very warm day. Sick in bed all 
day with a severe sick headache. Did not eat anything till I 
got up about five o'clock. Could not keep any drink on my 
stomach. Had fasted 24 hours. 

Sally had company from Brandy City today . Ed. Arnold 
and a Miss Day, from Bangor, sister to Mrs. Lawrence'6 of 
Brandy 

Sally was down in the evening with Alta Vaughn. 
Mr. J. Miller commenced work in Mr. Park's place. 

Tuesday, August 3, 1880: Did not feel very strong . 
Planned and cut out the lining for Sally's basque. Got it all 
basted up, and about five o'clock Mr. Park (who had re
turned from Downieville) saddled the bay, and George and 
I went up to Sally's, where I fitted her basque lining. Did not 
require much alteration. Sally was feeling rather poorly. 

Got home a little late for supper. Butcher came today. 

Wednesday, August 4,1880: First thing after waking this 
morning heard a strange man's voice talking to mother. 
Soon recognized it as Mr. Sammons, who was on his way 
from Scales to Downieville. He stayed to breakfast with us 
and then went on. 

Sewed on Sally's basque a little while. Ripped the lin
ing and basted on the cloth and rebasted it ready to try on . 
Mother fixed a saddle blanket and sewed the seams in 
Sally's riding skirt. 

Brother Park brought us some apples and pears. 

Thursday, August 5,1880: Boards all white with frost this 
morning. Cool wind all day. 

Did some sewing and we ironed a few clothes. Carrie 
Powers" and her niece arrived about ten o'clock unexpec
tedly, so did not sew any more till about two, when Sally 
came down. Tried on her basque made some trifling altera
tions, and basted on the facing of skirt. Went on Fanny2S 
with Carrie to top of hill beyond Thomas's .29 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Eddie were here this eve
ning. Mr. Sammons returned this morning. 

Friday, August 6,1880: Very warm day. Hurried through 
my work and went up to Sally's to sew at about half past 
eight. Went to Mrs. Thomas's 1"0 stitch the seams, returned , 
had dinner, sewed all afternoon, and after supper did 
some more stitching . Sally came through the bed-rock with 
me to the cross-path towards the ladder, then each went 
the rest alone. 

Alta Vaughn went home with Mr. Holmes. The butcher 
came today. 

(Saturday, August 7 thru Thursday, August 12, no entries.) 

Friday, August 13, 1880: George, Sally, Eddie Davison 
and I went to Downieville. Sally and' wore our new riding 
habits. Visited Mrs . Spaulding30 and after dinner did shop
ping and called on Mrs. Vaughn, Dray Larrieu, and Mrs. 
Jump." Also went to the store and had some candy and 
wine. John Scott and Mr. Mowry'2came to see us off. Ar
rived home before dark, after stoppages innumerable. 

(Saturday, Aug . 14 thru Wednesday, Aug. 18, no entries .) 

Thursday, August 19,1880: Weather quite warm. Did not 
feel very well, but rode up to Sally's and draped her dress 
for her. 

Told Sally to come down this P.M . which she did , and I 
walked some distance thrCJugh bed-rock with her. 

I believe Bobby Morse was here today asking for one 
of our horses to go to Scales tomorrow . Father told him we 
were going to Goodyears. 

Friday, August 20,1880: Thought of going to Goodyears, 
but it promised to be a very warm day, and George did not 
seem well , so we have planned to go tomorrow and remain 
over night. 

The Morses saw that we did not go today, so ( ? ) 

came down and said that Mary Jane could not go as they 
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had only two animals for Willie and Clara, so we let them 
have the bay mare. They have promised to bring it back by 
9 or 10, but I doubt their doing it. Sally and Robert went be
tween 3 and 4. 

Saturday, August 21, 1880: Weather very warm. Ther
mometer 90° at· noon. Mr. Boley33 and father went to Fir 
Cap34 with lumber for Mr. Sol Woods35---father took 
Fanny. Cleaned the curtain in front room. 

Hettie B. and Nellie Spaulding were down and Mrs. 
Boley after school and all went home together after supper. 
Had a very pleasant visit. 

Sally and Robert brought our horse home. The Morses 
had gone to Port Wine 3 6 

(Sunday, Aug. 22 thru Sunday, Aug . 29, no entries .) 

Monday, August 30, 1880: Received a letter from Miss 
Loomis. Another one from Mrs. Adams. 

Saturday, September 4, 1880: Weather warm again. 
Thermometer 90° in the coolest room in the wind . 

The girls understood that we were going to Sugar Loaf 
today , and came down about 9 o 'clock. But we had only 
one horse and it was altogether too warm, so when Mr. 
Boley came in with the first load" after dinner, I rode with 
them on the trucks38 to Snow Creek and back nearly to the 
ranch where I got off and brought the bay mare home on 
the ditch39 

; after which the girls went to Fiddle Creek with 
Mr. B. when he drove the cattle. 

Father got home from Sierra Valley. Harry Kimball 40 

had sold the mill two years ago. 

Sunday, September 5, 1880: Weather very warm and sul
try-a few clouds-but no heavy ones near here. 

Mother is not feeling well at all. I am afraid she will have 
to go back to Oakland soon if she does not feel better. Sent 
Sally a note last night for her to come down today, but she 
has a bad sore throat and would not come. 

Monday, September 6,1880: Weather very warm. Did not 
feel like washing. George went for the mail in the morning. 
Saw Sally who said for him to tell me to come up, so I made 
up my mind to go and take my sewing . 

Mr. Holmes was up and took Nellie Spaulding home. 
Went up to Sally's this P.M. While there Mr. Davison fell 

from a scaffolding and hurt his head. We were all much 
frightened and indeed his head was badly cut, and he 
seemed to have forgotten where he had been, etc. Brought 
.home a copy of a Ball Notice," and am going to print Sally 
three. Finished one tonight in India Ink. 

Tuesday, September 7, 1880: Very, very close and warm. 
Right after breakfast dishes were done, I sat down and 
finished two more notices for Sally. Had sent one up by 
Eddie and George took these. 

Mr. Folsom was blasting over on the hill between here 
and town, and a log got on fire and quickly spread. The 
wind was very strong, and one gust blew down our kitchen 
stove-pipe. After dinner father did not dare go to the 
woods, but stayed an hour or two watching the fire till the 
wind died down. 

Finished off a calico waist or jacket piped with turkey 
red, also made button-holes in a new under-waist. 

Wednesday, September 8, 1880: Weather not quite so 
warm. Did quite a large washing and scrubbed after din
ner. 

Had quite a headache, so tried to sleep a little in the af
ternoon, but could not. 

George hunted for the horses to take a ride, but 
not find them. They came home about dark. 

Father found a hole in the water pipe leading 
house, and plugged it up. George went for some extrc 

The men had an accident in loading the trucks te 
night, and had to bring in the team and leave the true 

Admission Day, California. Thursday, Septemt 
1880: Very warm. Sally, brought the milk this A.M . as 
had a fearful cold and felt quite sick. 

Ironed yesterday, wash this morning. Ripped m~ 
dress for some alterations. 

George and I rode up town this P.M. Sally was c 
fruit cake. Mrs. Shanks was there. Received a lette 
Uncle Ike. Letter for mother from Tommy. Went te 
Thomas' to do some hemming. Showed her how to u 
hammer. 

Aunt K . has been in Santa Clara County visitin~ 
month. 

Friday, September 10,1880: Weather warm. Clean 
my bedroom and scrubbed the floor . Father put u 
shelves for me. Swept all upstairs and then sewed a 

George went for the mail. One letter for father fro 
Holmes, and a circular. 

Moth'er went to Mrs. Shanks this afternoon and I c 
finished my green lawn dress. 

Mr. Hobby's42 son was up, also Eddie Mc Mahol 
Bought half box grapes from Italian peddler. 
J . Owens passed here enroute for Brandy City ~ 

Saturday, September 11, 1880: Weather wam 
pleasant. Got up early, finished my work, sweepin(; 
dressed up and went to Mrs. Shanks and stitched 
apron and the trimming on my greenlawn waist. He 
finished when Hettie Boley came for me. Her mother' 
our house and George had gone for Sally's saddle a 
B . and I were going to Mc Mahon's. Started about 
spent the day and got home by 4:30. Mrs. Mc Mahon 
of coming to Eureka tomorrow. 

Tonight the Republicans held primary and elect 
Julian44 delegate to the County Convention . 

Burnt my wrist with steam this A.M. 

Sunday, September 12, 1880: Pleasant day. Matt" 
not feel well at all, was lying down nearly all day. 
went to the Upper Mill to hunt out catt/e. 

Mr. and Mrs. McMahon came up in their wagar 
1 :30. We gave her some lunch and then went t 
Richards with her. Chas. Waterhouse was there. 

Jim Crooks was here this afternoon. I'm gc 
Sally's party with him. 

George and Ed Thomas came across a man co 
near Mr. Richards' flume. Geo. and Mr. Richard 
there after supper but could not find him. 

Maggie Thomas, Eddie and Mr. Park spent It 
ning here. Mr. P. played a few hymns. 

Wrote to Hatttie Howell. 

Monday, September 13,1880: Warm and quite w 
ternoon. Washed this morning , finished about 100 

Miller took his lunch to the woods today. 
Received papers from Oakland containing r 

the President's arrival and entertainment in Oaklanc 
mission Day, Sept. 9, also the burning of the Galind 
which leaves Oakland proper without a single fir 
hotel. 

George went to Sally's for some buttermilk 
night and mailed our letters. Bob Morse says he air 
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over that man with his horse. He was hidden in the brush. 
Bob thinks he is crazy. 

Tuesday, September 14, 1880: Had breakfast before six 
this morning . Mother swept, and I ironed my green lawn 
dress, and also some other starched things . Got dreadfully 
disgusted with plaited ruHles . 

Father intended going to the Upper Mill again , but 
changed his mind and hunted up an ox in Grizzly Canyon . 4S 

The butcher came today, and I think Mrs. Ryan came 
up with him. 

Looped my dress this afternoon, and wanted to put in 
the ruching, etc., but a very painful stye has made me give 
it up 

Father wrote to Mr. I. Ayres. 

Wednesday, September 15,1880: A very warm day. The 
flies are terribly tormenting just now, and the yellow jackets 
are beginning to buzz round the table at meal time. 

Father went to the Upper Mill to hunt two missing oxen. 
He will go tomorrow and bring them down. 

Sally brought the milk this morning, and I went to Mrs. 
Richards' with her for eggs. 

George and I went uptown this P.M . I got Geo. an En
cyclopaedia from the school library. Talked over plans with 
Sally for decorating their hall tomorrow afternoon. 

Thursday, September 16, 1880: Weather very pleasant. 
Arose at about half past five. 

George and father went to the Upper Mill after two of 
the oxen and arrived about 9:30.j 

He had quite a painful stye, and kept it bandaged for 
an hour or two with salt pork, which drew the swelling 
nearly all out. 

Soon after breakfast Mother and I took a walk beyond 
the mill past Mr. ( ? ) reservoir where we found a lovely 
spot under the trees, and sat there a long time enjoying the

l, 
air. After dinner George and I went up to Sally's to help her 
decorate the hall. Found Jim Crooks and Robert ( ? ) 

( . 
nicely started . We helped, and by four o 'clock it looked 
very pretty indeed . 

Soon after we got home, Mr. ( ? ) of La Porte4S and 
Harry ( ? ) of Oakland called. Invited me to go to a party 
at Strawberry Valley47 on the 22d. Declined, too far.

d 

Friday, September 17,1880: Weather pleasant, but a little 
chilly in the afternoon. 

Jl 
Swept and adjusted my room in particular, got all my 

things ready for tonight and crocheted several rows on my 
new tidy . Mother received a letter from Charles this mornc ing. 

Jim Crooks fired up the furnace so we could all take a g bath.
1t 

Started for Sally's party about eight o'clock. Found a 
discouraging few there, but they soon arrived, so that we 
had quite a fine time. Mr. Downer's brought up Frank ( ? ) 
and Chas . Meany and there were several from Scales. The 
Downieville gentlemen were much the best dancers. Had 
plenty of fun with candy kisses, and at supper my partner, 
Mr. Crooks, was floor manager and did quite well. Left the 
ball about four o'clock and got home at 4:30. 

j 

,I, Saturday, September 18, 1880: Went to bed about 4:30 
:S last night, or rather this morning, but could not get asleep, 

so got up, dressed, ate breakfast, wiped the dishes, swept 
front room, kitchen and porch, cleared up my room and 
dusted and put away George's clothes and a part of my

n own, then did considerable crocheting. 

Ate a little dinner about 12:30 and went to bed. Slept 
about an hour and a half, when I was awakened by a famil
iar voice, and found Sarah and Mr. Downer, who spent the 
afternoon. Sally brought us down some cake. Made a plan 
to go to Sugar Loaf tomorrow. 

Sunday, September 19, 1880: Sally and Mr. Downer 
came down on horseback about 9 o'clock, and Geo. and I 
got ready and we went to Sugar Loaf. 

Monday, September 20, 1880: Sally went home ,about 
8:30. I did not feel like washing, but picked 14 It)Js. of 
gooseberries , some in the morning and a few in the after
noon . 

Tuesday, September 21,1880: Washed . 

Wednesday, September 22, 1880: Ironed and mended . 
Fixed sleeves in checked dress. 

(No entry for Thursday, September 23rd.) 

Friday, September 24,1880: Put out two Signals for Sally, 
but she did not see the first, so was not ready when we got 
up there. Got started from town at 9: 15 and went down in 
two hours and a half. I rode Fanny, and Sally rode their 
white mule. Mr. Spaulding had some parcels for Mrs. 
Boley, and Geo. took them . Before Geo. left. Mr. Downer 
came and wanted me to say we'd stay till Wednesday, so 
he wrote a note to mother. In the evening Mrs. Meany 
called at Mrs. S's and later Sally and Mr. D . came for me to 
go to Jennie Meany's, which we did and spent a very 
pleasant eve. 

Saturday, September 25, 1880: Got up early, mended my 
riding skirt which I had torn . Read the Messenger. 

Called on Mrs. Jump in the afternoon. 
In the evening we went to a surprise party at Mr . 

Hartt's. Had quite a pleasant time but they played such 
childish games. Met at Mrs. Howard's. Went home at 
11 :30. There were about twenty-five present. Jennie 
Meany, Helen Hill, Miss Hartling, Miss Miller (FG.), Emma 
Byington, Gussie Dowd, May Hartt and several other girls I 
disremember. 

Sunday, September 26,1880: Very pleasant day. Helped 
Nellie up-stairs, and amused Willie for a long time with 
books. 

Went to Sunday School with the glrls, Nellie and Sarah 
and the two babies . Alta Vaughn said her mother wanted 
me to go to her house to Ginner. So I went home with her 
after S.S. 

In the evening went to the Messenger office . Mr. 
Steele, Mr. and Miss Hartling, Alta Vaughn, Mr. Downer, 
Mr. Wehe43

, Sarah and I. Mr. Steele , Mr. Downer and Mr. 
Wehe sang-very pleasant evening. 

Monday, September 27,1880: Expected to get up at five 
and start about six for Forest City, but it was a quarter to six 
when we awoke. Sally had come home with the last night 
Mrs. S. had breakfast ready for us by the time we were 
dressed, and Mr. Downer had breakfast with us and then 
we got started . Alta very unexpectedly went with us. Ar
rived at Forest City 11 :30. Went to Miss Mc Naughton's. 
Went to tunnel. 50 

, 2:30, delayed, got out at 5:20. Have to 
stay all night. Mr. D. telegraphed Mr. Vaughn . Edmonds 
family up. Alex McNaughton collar-bone broken in acci 
dent in tunnel. 

Retired about 10:30. Great deal of fun about Downer's 
Horse RestaurantY 
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Tuesday, September 28,1880: Got up at 6: 15, Mr, Down
er, who stayed at the hotel52 last night, came up for break
fast. About 8 :30 we went over to the Extension53 tunnel. Had 
to wait three quarters of an hour for the car54 then we went 
in , It is much pleasanter than the Bald Mountain, it being of 
uniform height and having but one curve, Got some speci
mens, 55 Called on Mrs. Edmonds while Mr, Downer went for 
the team. Stopped at Miller's storeS6 

, bought some ruching 
and at the Free Press office borrowed an umbrella, 

Arrived at Mtn, House57 12:30 just an hour's ride, 
Passed several teamsters including Put Carter58 

, Had to all 
get out once. 59 Got to Goodyear's safely and stayed about 
half an hour at Mrs, Kennedy's, When we got to Downieville 
I got my clothes from Mrs, Spaulding's and went up to Mrs, 
Vaughn's. With Sally took a good bath, and pressed my 
dress, 

Went to the party about 8:30, danced till 12:00, Only 
two sets , Slept with Sally and Alta. 

Wednesday, September 29, 1880: Awoke feeling quite 
refreshed, Had a good breakfast and after packing our 
things, Sally and I set out to make some call s, Called on 
Mrs. Dray at the Hospital ,60 on Mrs , Larrieu, John Scott, 
then at the store, Met George and Eddie on horseback , 
Sent them to put the horses in the stable , After dinner Geo
rge and I called on Mrs. Dr, Jump, When I went back to Mrs. 
Spaulding's found Mr, Downer there to say goodbye. 

Mr, Spalding came up from the store, and very kindly 
tied our bundles on for us so secure that we had no trouble 
with them, Met Sally on the hill by Mrs , Vaughn's , It was 
3 :20 when we finally got off for home, 

(Thursday, Sept. 30 thru Saturday, Oct. 2, no entries ,) 

Sunday, October 3, 1880: Mail day, Expressman W, 
called on me, much to my surprise, also to Mr, Parks, who 
duly inquired about it. of course, 

George visited "our" bear trap, owned by Jim Crooks, 
Folsom and George, and found it sprung, Started back to 
give the alarm, met Jim and the two returned to the trap and 
found there really was a bear in it. So half the men in town 
went out. Jim killed it at the first shot and they packed it in 
on a mule, They sold the gall, head and liver and heart to 
Chinamen, Geo, received two and a half for his share, 

(Tuesday, Oct. 5 thru Wednesday, Oct. 6, no entries ,) 

Thursday, October 7, 1880: Two bears caught today, 
Great excitement. One small one in the Fiddle Creek trap 
owned by Billy Frank6

' , Bob Davison and Lewis Woods, but 
close on the heels of this came a 220 pounder from the Fol
som trap, Folsom is so tickled he can scarcely contain him
self. 

Jim wanted me to go out riding this P,M., but I felt sick 
and didn't feel as if I could, 

Friday, October 8,1880: Every1hing was enveloped in fog 
when I got up this morning. It hailed once and rained nearly 
all day, Quite gloomy. Did not feel at all well . Brother Park 
said something about a farewell party up in the hall, but 
mother and I both thought it inadvisable and I felt too miser
able to care, anyway, Don't know when we shall start, 
Rec'd several extra copies of the Messenger containing 
account of Bear Hunt. 

Saturday, October 9, 1880: Everything perfectly white 
with frost, but the air was beautifully clear though cold. 
Went up to Sally's but she was at Bob's. I went there and 
found her preserving wild plums. 62 We went down to Mrs , 
Davison's to dinner and then went back and finished. Jim 
showed me some photographs. 
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Sunday, October 10, 1880: Sally and I got up about 5: 
breakfast at 6 :30. Mr, and Mrs, Richards were do' 
started about 7: 15, Arrived at Scales about 10:30. StoPf 
at Mrs, Sammons a little while, When we left I rode 
"bay", Then father overtook us on Fanny -looking for 
Sammons whom we had just met. After that the bay m 
wanted to go back with Fanny and whirled round so th 
got in the wagon and they tied her behind and led her m 
all the way to Varney 's , and Geo, rode her bareback, 
rived at Woodville before dark, and in the evening Mrs, 'v 
ney called on us, 

(October 11th and 12th, no entries,) 

Wednesday, October 13, 1880: Marysville cars - C 
land, 

Thursday, October 14,1880: Oakland, 

(Oct. 15 thru November 6, no entries. ) 

Sunday, November 7,1880: Went to Sunday School c 
church, 

(November 8th thru November 13, no entries ,) 

Sunday, November 14, 1880: Went to Sunday Sch, 
and church , 

(November 8th thru November 13, no entries ,) 

Sunday, November 14,1880: Went to Sunday School a 
church", 

Monday, November 15, 1880: Attended the Flower M 
sian meeting at 9 :30, Took some grapes, Went with Etta 
see Mrs. Hatch and Mrs. Reynolds, Etta expects her friel 
Miss Kate ( ? ) from SF today, 

After lunch went to see Mrs. Adams. Julie had gone 
SF to buy her a new sealskin. Took Mrs. Hatch some pic 
led peaches , and brought home some muslin for sewil 
for Mrs . A 

In the evening called on the girls , Emma Spauldir 
Eunice Holmes and Carrie Busch , 

Tuesday, November 16, 1880: Sewed nearly all day, 

(November 17th thru November 19, no entries,) 

Saturday, November 20,1880: Have neglected my die 
shamefully for over a month, Had lots to do this morning, 
soon as I got dressed and through dusting, began to SE 

on some underclothing, The machine acteg worse thai 
had ever seen it - dropping stitches. Mother went to Sl 

Mrs. Reynolds and bid her goodbye, 
This afternoon I got my shoes from Mr, Conno 

Mailed a letter and papers for Tommy, and went to see M: 
Reynolds. Frank came in before I left. They were to leave 
3:30 and get to Los Angeles tomorrow P,M , Bought mE 
pair of kid gloves and a pin-book, Geo. went to Mrs. Adar 
and brought home a lovely bouquet. 

(November 21 thru December 11, no entries,) 

Sunday, December 12,1880: Father's Birthday, 

(December 13th thru December 15, no entries.) 

Thursday, December 16,1880: George's Birthday. (Be 
1865.) 

(December 17th thru December 31 st, no entries,) 
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FOOTNOTES TO THE DIARY OF 

MINNA MERIDETH (MACKINDER) 


(By James J . Sinnott) 

'It is assumed that the reference is to Summit City which 
was the name of a town the site of which is about half a mile 
west of Meadow Lake , which is a lake in north central 
Nevada County and two miles south of the boundary be
tween Sierra and Nevada counties. 

Here in 1866 a town burgeoned to attain a population of be
tween three and four thousand as the result of the discov
ery of supposedly rich prospects of gold and silver. The 
prospects proved false and Summit City declined as 
rapidly as it had grown so that by 1869 there were only 
about sixty inhabitants in the town. 

The reader is referred to the author's Volume IV of his series 
of books on the history of Sierra County entitled: Sierra Val
ley, Jewel of the Sierras, for a complete account of the his
tory of Summit City and the Meadow Lake mines. 

20n December 7th and 8th of 1861 a great flood occured in 
many of the streams of Northern California including the 
Yuba and Feathers rivers. At Downieville there resulted 
considerable damage to homes, mining installations along 
the Yuba and its tributaries, and both Jersey and Durgan 
bridges were swept away. It was said that "two thousand 
cords of wood went by Durgan Bridge" the two days the 
river was at its greatest height. 

The streams above mentioned, being tributaries of the 
Sacramento River, along with other streams, brought the 
Sacramento to flood stage. 

3Mr. Quadlin was one of those who in the 1880's was a 
stage driver on the run from Camptonville to Downieville. 
Other stage drivers of the 1880's on routes from Down
ieville to Camptonville and from Downieville to Sierra City, 
were: L . L. Gaffney, Sam Lusk, Phil Lantz, Harry Wyrick, 
"Put" Carter and John Fuller. 

These men, and other drivers both in earlier and later years 
and on the routes above and on others, make up what 
amounts to a legend which evolved out of their great cour
age, good-will and accommodation, and the mastery with 
which they "handled the reins." 

'Goodyears Bar, a town located four miles west of Down
ieville on the North Fork of the Yuba River. It was founded in 
the late Summer or early Fall of 1849, and with Downieville, 
comprised the first two settlements of a region which was 
to become Sierra County in April of 1852. 

'The reference is to Mr. H. H . Kennedy who purchased a 
ranch in Goodyears Bar in 1875 from Jason Campbell. Fol
lowing Mr. Kennedy the ranch land and beautiful home on 
it have successfully been owned by Antonio Costa, Mrs. 
Marie Wright, and the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Bertillion. The ranch was one of the finest of the several of 
Goodyears Bar and vicinity, and remains to this time well 
maintained. 

6Laura Kennedy . 

'construction was completed on a fine new home of man
sion proportions on the then-named Kennedy Ranch in the 
late Fall of 1880. It is the home existent today on the ranch 
with slight modifications. 

8Tommy Cleghorn was one of the oldest settlers of Poker 
Flat, coming to Sierra County from the town of Schyler in the 
State of New York. He adopted a boy, who also became 
named Tommy Cleghorn . Tommy "Jr." became very profi
cient on the violin and from the 1880's into the early 1900's 
played either solo or with others at numerous dances and 
entertainments held in various towns of the county. 

9Brandy City was an early and important mining settlement, 
the site of which is on the ridge between Cherokee Creek 
on its east and Canyon Creek on its west, and about six 
miles by road from Indian Valley in a northwesterly direc
tion . 

'Oln a program presented by the Downieville School in 
1883, in observance of Washington's Birthday, Alta Vau
ghn spoke about the life of Washington. 

J . A. Vaughn was associated with E. M . Dewey as Editors 
and Publishers of The Mountain Messenger in the 1860's. It 
therefore appears that Alta Vaughn was the daughter of J. 
A. Vaughn. 

"The Mr. McMahon referred to was either Edward H . 
McMahon who in 1868 took up a piece of land for agricul
tural purposes on lower Morristown Ridge south of the 
great diggings of Morristown and Craig's Flat, or to Hugh 
McMahon, his son . 

'2The early placer mining town of Scales, of which presently 
only a few buildings remain, is located in northwestern 
Sierra County about two miles west of Canyon Creek on 
Rock Creek. An early trail led from Scales across Canyon 
Creek to the McMahon Ranch and from there on up the 
ridge to Morristown and Craig's Flat. 

13Wahoo was a small mining settlement which was located 
a short distance north of Canyon Creek on the southern 
slope of Port Wine Ridge and east of Queen City about two 
miles. Mines were in operation there in the 1880's and 
1890's. 

"The reference is probably to Mr . E. M . Parks who in the 
late 1870's worked a mining claim on Chaparral Hill which 
is about a mile southeast of Eureka, ar'ld who, it appears, 
also had a mining claim at Eureka. 

"The reference in all liklihood is to B. F. Folsom who in the 
late 1870's and into the 1880's worked a placer mining 
claim on Snow Creek. In the Fall of 1878 he was sinking a 
shaft. 

16The Mr. Costa referred to here was John Costa of Down
ieville, who in September of 1879 purchased the butcher 
shop of Joseph Berg which was known as the Washington 
Market. 

An Ad in a Mountain Messenger of the early 1880's 
gave J. Costa and Bros. (or Bros.) as the proprietors of a 
Meat Market on Main Street of Downieville . An Ad in an 
MM of 1887 listed John Costa and Wm. H . Byington as the 
proprietors of a butcher shop in Downieville, which shop in 
September of 1888 was purchased from them by Henry 
Meyer and August Costa. 

"Snow Creek is a tributary of Goodyears Creek, joining it 
about three miles from the mouth of the latter on the North 
Yuba River. Eureka Creek, which heads near Eureka, joins 
Snow Creek about a mile before the latter unites with 
Goodyears Creek. 
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'8The reference to Mrs. Richards is, in high probability, to 
the wife of David Richards who in the 1870's and into the 
1880's worked tailings by means of flumes in Sawmill 
Ravine. In October of 1878 he finished work on a flume 
"across Sawmill Creek to Eureka Creek to sluice down the 
brow of Eureka Hill into the flume." 

'9Mrs. Sammons, referred to here, was, it is reasonable to 
assume, the wife of Ben Sammons who owned and oper
ated a sawmill at or near Scales in the 1870's and 1880's, 
supplying lumber to several towns of the region. 

2°"King" here should probably be "Kingdom". The Kingdon 
Family was a prominant pioneer family of Scales and its 
area. A report of news from Scales which appeared in The 
Mountain Messenger of December 29th of 1869, 
stated: "Kingdon and Bros. intend to run their water ditch 
into Slate Creek next Summer. This ditch will be capable of 
carrying two thousand inches of water. He intends to em
ploy about three hundred Celestials in pushing the work 
through. Mr. Kingdon has his diggings in fine working 
order, and is expecting a rich reward for his labor." 

Henrietta Kingdon was a teacher of the Scales School 
in 1885-88, and her sister, Alice, was the teacher of the 
same school the years 1892-94. 

"The Merediths employed oxen in their work of delivering 
logs to their sawmills and to deliver the wagon loads of 
lumber from their mills to the several mining settlements of 
the region of Northern Sierra County. 

Oxen were.commonly used in logging operations in 
various parts of Sierra County into the early 1900's. Some
times in certin operations involving, for example, the trans
port of heavy mining machinery, teams composed of both 
oxen and mules were used . 

22Fiddle Creek flows in a general southwest direction from 
its source south of Sugar Loaf (See next Footnote) about 
half a mile. It has its mouth on the North Yuba River at In
dian Valley. 

23Sugar Loaf is a rounded rocky peak, elevation 5,663 feet, 
more precipitous on its north side than any other, which .'S 

located about a mile and a half southwest of the main 
Eureka Diggings. 

2·Chaparral Hill is about one mile southeast of Eureka. 
There several mines were worked beginning in the middle 
1850's. 

25Bangor is a town in the valley area of Yuba County and 
north of Marysville about 25 miles. The route from Bangor 
to Eureka at this time (1880) was probably via La Porte, 
Howland Flat and Poker Flat. 

26Mrs. Lawrence's husband was H. A. Lawrence who was 
Superintendent of the great hydraulic operations of the 
Brandy City'Mining Company at Brandy City from the late 
1870's into the mid-1880's when Anti-Debris Legislation 
forced a closing of the mine until the early 1900's when 
hydraulicking was resumed under certain conditions, chief 
of which was the construction of debris-restraining dams. 

270n the east watershed of Goodyears Creek and north of 
Grizzly Peak about a mile is a piece of land early cultivated 
as a ranch by J. B . Polley, and then successively by Carrie 
Powers and Lou Fortier. In comparatively recent years 
much timber on the lands of the ranch has been harvested. 

28Fanny was the saddle mare of the Merediths. 
't 
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29The Thomas family was a pioneer family of the EL 
(Eureka City, Eureka North) area. A member of the fa 
Owen Thomas, was the proprietor of'a hotel at EurekE 
in the 1890's. Later, in the early 1900's, Mrs. Owen The 
was the proprietor of the famous Bald Mountain Ho 
Forest City. Another member of the family, Laur 
Thomas, was Postmaster at Forest City. Another mer 
of the family, Laura A. Thomas, was Postmaster at F. 
City from April of 1919 to September 1, of 1923. 

30The Mrs. Spaulding referred to was most probabl' 
wife of Henry Spaulding who with Lew Mowry fron 
1880's into the 1890's were the proprietors of a Gel 
Store of Downieville which conducted one of the gre. 
volumes of business of any store of the town. The store 
located adjacently northeast of the present (1978) , 
Grocery of Mr. Jerry Bolding which is in the famous Cr 
roft Building which is now owned by Jim Roos. 

3'Mrs. Jump was the wife of Dr. Alemby Jump who wa 
the many years from the 1860's into the 1890's a physi 
of Sierra County, most of the years being spent in D( 
ieville. For many of those years Dr. Jump was Co 
Health Officer. 

32See the Footnote about Spaulding. 

33Mr. J. T. Boley was a resident of Eureka at this time 
worked for Griffith Meredith in his sawmill and haL 
lumber. Mrs. Boley was the teacher of the Eureka PL 
School 1878-79. 

34'"Fir Cap" was the name of an early and small mining 
tlement which was located on a small flat about 300 y, 
dis tant northeast of the present main portal of the 1 
graph Mine, and about a mile west of the crest of Fir' 
Mountain, which is a rounded flat-top mountain COVE 

mainly by relatively small-growth fir trees, and whic 
about a mile and a half south of Saddleback Mountain 

35So1 Woods was an early prominent business and mir 
man, mainly of the Downieville area of the county. 
owned water ditches which supplied water to sev 
placer mines of the Monte, Cristo, Excelsior and Eur 
areas, in addition to his own claims. In the 1870's he ' 
the proprietor of a marble yard in Downieville on Jer 
Flat. 

A ravine and small creek which is tributary of the n 
named Downieville River, and which is about 3 '/2 rr 
north Of Downieville, is named Sol Woods Ravine. 

3GPort Wine was another of the many significant early r 
ing settlements of the "Over North" country of Sit 
County, it being located about five miles by road south", 
of La Porte on Port Wine Ridge, a ridge extending from F 
erty Hill at its southwest end to Howland Flat at its no 
eastern extremity. 

The also early settlement of Queen City is loca 
about half a mile northeast of the site of Port Wine. 

37 A load of logs from the forest being delivered 
Meredith's sawmill . 

38Trucks used to transport logs . They were low-bed tru 
with the heavy and thick wheels usually being banded t 
heavy iron rim . In some cases sections of a huge tree w 
cut off and from them wheels were formed . More 
quently, however, the wheels were built up of many lami 
tions of boards with them being banded by a heavy i 
rim. 
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39There were several ditches of the Eureka area which 
gathered water from the several creeks and ravines of the 
area, and which delivered it to the placer mines of the area. 
Some of these early ditches are quite evident to this day. 

4°Harry (Henry) Kimball had a mining claim in the Eureka 
area in the 1870's. A news item in The Mountain Messenger 
of August 21 st of 1875 of news from Eureka, stated 
that: "Henry Kimball is running a hard-rock tunnel, as is 
also Tom Beard." And a news item from Eureka in the MM 
of 10-21-78 stated that: "Wm. Morse is building a trestle 
work across his cuts, Kimball's old claims .. . . " 

4'Grand Balls were a quite common event of early years in 
Sierra County with people from neighboring settlements 
coming considerable distances to attend. 

42TI1e Mr. Hobby referred to in the expression, "Mr. Hobby's 
son", was probably David Augustus Hobby, who in the 
1850's had a store at St. Joe Bar (a place west of 
Goodyears Bar about two miles) and of whom there is 
some evidence that he may have traded this store in the 
1850's for a piece of ranch land up Ramshorn Creek about 
a mile and a half north of St. Joe Bar, which ranch became 
known as The Hobby Ranch. 

The ranch and the home upon it are currently owned 
by and is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Don Upchurch. 

St. Joe Bar has for many years been more commonly 
known as Ramshorn. 

43The Brandy City Mill referred to was a sawmill which was 
located near the head of the Canyon Creek ditch which fur
nished part of the water for the extensive hydraulic dig
gings at Brandy City. In the early 1900's a new steam-pow
ered sawmill was erected a short distance above the junc
tion of Little and Big Canyon creeks. 

~ 	 «The reference to Mr . Julian is to Thomas Julian who in the 
1870's had a store at Eureka. News from Eureka which ap
peared in an issue of the MM in October of 1878, 
stated: "Tommy Julian has got in his stock of goods for the 
winter, and is ready for customers ." 

45Big Grizzly Creek flows north to join Canyon Creek at 
Poker Flat. It is joined by Little Grizzly Creek, also flowing 
north, a short distance before the union with Canyon 
Creek. 

46The town of La Porte was originally a town of Sierra 
County, but in 1866 a change in part of the boundary be
tween Sierra and Plumas counties, which change made 
Slate Creek a part of that boundary, resulted in La Porte be
coming a town of Plumas County. 

"Strawberry Valley is a small town on the road from Marys
ville through Challenge to La Porte. It is about 15 miles 
south of La Porte. 

48The reference is to Mr. E. K. Downer who in late 1866 pur
chased E. M. Dewey's interest in The Mountain Messenger 
moved from La Porte to Downieville in 1864, its history, 
however, beginning in Gibsonville in 1853. 

49The reference is to Frank R. Wehe who was a prominent 
citizen and attorney of Downieville, having a private law 
practice there from 1880 to 1892, and then serving as Dis
trict Attorney of Sierra County from 1892 to 1902. 

SOThe tunnel of the famous Bald Mountain Mine at Forest 
City . 

51Early advertisements of Sierra County businessess of liv
ery stables frequently supplemented the words "Livery St
able" with those of: "and Horse Restaurant." For example 
an Ad in a Downieville newspaper, The Sierra Democrat, in 
the late 1850's and early 1860's, reads: "Plaza Livery Sta
ble and Horse Restaurant-North Side Lower Plaza
John Garnosett and Q . A. Clements." 

52The hotel at Forest City referred to here could have been 
one of the following which were in operation there in 
1880: The Bald Mountain Hotel, The Union Hotel , Miller's 
Hotel, The Forest House or The Hooper House. 

53The tunnel of the Bald Mountain Extension Mine. 

54 Gravel of an ancient great river being worked in the Bald 
Mountain and Bald Mountain Extension mines at Forest 
City was brought out of the long tunnels (drifts) in iron are 
cars which moved on steel rails laid in the tunnels. 

55The mines above were both placer mines and hence the 
"specimens" referred to were small nuggets of placer or 
washed gold , and not small pieces chipped from a gold
bearing ledge. 

56A . H. Miller in the 1880's had a General Dry Goods Store in 
Forest City, and George Miller was the proprietor of a 
Butcher Shop during the same period. 

57The Mountain House, which was located at the crest of 
the Mountain House Grade (a grade also known as 
Goodyears Hill) west of Goodyears Bar, was an early 
Wayside Inn and Stage Station on the route from Campton
ville via the Sieighville House and Negro Tent to Goodyears 
Bar and Downieville . 

58"Put" Carter was one of the many highly skilled stage driv
ers and teamsters who "handled the reins" of teams of 
horses or mules which pulled stages or freight wagons 
over the roads of Sierra County. Mr. Carter at this time 
(1880) was teaming on the route from Downieville to 
Camptonville. 

59The early roads were so narrow, with there being a com
paratively few places where two wagons could pass with
out difficulty, that the passengers on stages had to get out 
while the wagons passed each other. Several se~ous acci
dents occured on the Mountain House Grade in early 
years. 

60The County Hospital from the time of its establishment 
was in a building on Commercial Street of Downieville,until 
1880, in which year a new County Hospital was built on 
Zumwalt Flat at the northeastern end of the town. This con
tinued to serve as such until the late 1950's. The building 
was sold at a county sale in 1961 and soon afterwards was 
torn down. 

·'''Billy Frank" probably refers to William Frank who mined 
at Eureka. An article in a M M of December of 1908 des
cribes how "William Frank of Eureka killed a bear with an 
axe." 

62Bushes of wild plums grow at various places in the moun
tain regions of Sierra County. Jams or preserves made 
from them are considered quite a delicacy. 
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ABOUT EARLY LA POR"rE EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1852 

The following account of the early history of La Porte is 
from Hutching's California Magazine which was published 
during the years 1856-1861 . 

La Porte was a town of Sierra County from 1852, - in 
which year Sierra County was formed from a part of Yuba 
County, - into 1866 in which year a change of part of the 
boundary of northwestern Sierra County made part of Slate 
Creek part of that boundary and resulted in La Porte be
coming a town of Plumas County. The reader is referred to 
the author's Volume V of his series of six books on the his
tory of Sierra County, titled : "Over North" in Sierra County, 
for more about the history of La Porte and all of the othe r 
many early mining settlements of the "Over North" country 
of Sierra County. 

The Footnotes are by the author of this book. 

LA PORTE, SIERRA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

"How well do we remember the few agreeable days 
spent in this mining town in the Winter of 1856; when snow 
was several feet in depth, and still falling . To sit in the cozy 
cabin by the large log fire, and listen to the cheerful con
verse of the miners, when the snow-king has driven them 
from their daily labors, and clogged the water ditches, was 
a time to be remembered. We have often thought that min
ing, if the claim pays well, is one of the most independent 
and pleasant of all occupations in the mountains, - even 
while admitting that it is a very laborious and fatiguing . But 
to the history . 

"In 1859 The Mountain Messenger', published at La 
Porte, gave a very interesting account of several mining 
towns in Sierra COuf)ly, among which was the one here il
lustrated, and we know that we cannot do better than pre
sent that history to the reader, as there given. 

"This flourishing place is pleasantly situated on the 
north side of Rabbit Creek, on the dividing ridge between 
the Yuba and the Feather Rivers, about sixty-eight miles 
north of Marysville, and twenty miles from Downieville :2 and 
during the winter season is the highest point of the Sierra 
Nevadas reached by passenger trains.3 The altitude of La 
Porte is about four thousand five hundred feet above the 
sealevel. 

"There is but very little definite or accurate information 
concerning the time of the discovery of gold in this part; but 
the Year 1851 is generally admitted to be the time. The 
name of the discoverer is not known, and probably this 
very important item in the town's history will ever remain 
among the things unchronicled 4 

"Mr. Hackett, now a resident of Gardiner's Point,' in 
this country, worked on Rabbit Creek in 1851, and is now 
the only person residing in this vicinity who was a resident 
at that early period. 

"Several stories are rumored in regard to the origin of 
the name by this place was known till the year 1857; but the 
following has the precedence for correctness: Some min
ers who were working on what is now known as the West 
Branch, one evening were returning from their labors , 
when they saw a rabbit. The sight, being a rather novel one 
in this altitudinous region, the name RABBIT CREEK, was 
given to the stream; afterwards to the town - if we may 
dignify a few cabins by that name. In the year 1855, when a 
post office was established, the name Rabbit Town was as
sumed. 

"The year 1851 marks an important era in the history of 
this town - in that year Siller's Ditch , the first brought into 
the place, was completed . 

"The succeeding season, 1852, is also a meme 
one in the recollection of the old residents of the tm 
this year the Rabbit Creek House, the first building en 
in the town, was built by Mr. Eli S. Lester, still a resid 
La Porte. He had commenced selling goods here in A 
that year. The Lexington House, two miles southe 
place, built in 1851, was at this time the head of team 
gation on what was known as the Jamison route; 6S 
from the Lexington, all goods and provisions for 
northern pOints , were packed. 

"In this year, the first hill diggins were opened 'on 
bit Creek. The "Sailor Boys", Hillard & Co., Harrison c 
O'Hara & Co., Brown & Co. , Wagoner & Co. and Hud 
Co., opened claims on the West Branch. The complet 
Lester'S Ditch afforded increased facilities for mining, 
ing considerably to the prosperity of the camp. 

"The latter part of the Winter, '52 and '53 , forme 
most disagreeable season ever known in this locality 
snow averaged fifteen feet in depth, and was ac 
panied by very cold, boisterous weather. There may 
been nearly as severe weather, as much snow, ar 
keen freezing since that time, but ample preparations 
been made for the advent of the storm king, and pn 
tions which could not be taken at that early day, have 
tributed to make the winters much more pleasant the 
one whic h will be remembered by the old settler , ( 
epoch in his life to be looked bac k upon with commir 
feelings of joy and sadness. 

.. '~Provisions this year were very scarce, and man 
c les not to be procured by any means, consequently 
prices were demanded. Something of.an idea of the r: 
of early times may be formed from the following 
rates: Flour, 50 cts. per pound; pork, 65 cts .; coffe 
cts.; sugar, 45 cts. ; butter, $1; and fresh beef - seld 
be obtained - sold for fifty cents per pound. 

"There were but two buildings on the present s 
the town, at the close of this year; a log structure erect, 
Robert Bruce & Co., and Lester's building, to whic 
have previou sly alluded. But two familes , Jacob p( 
wife and child, and Isaac Griffith and lady, resided 
during the winter. About one hundred miners winten 
the Creek, in cabins erected near their claims , durin 
preceding summer. 

"The mines, taking into consideration the faciliti' 
working, paid very well in 1852. 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1853 

"I n the year 1853, but few improvements had 
made, although the claims about were paying well 
stores - one kept. by E. S. Lester, and the other by 
timer Cook - carried on a fair business . 

"This year was a remarkable one in the history a 
ing in this section; being the time when hydraulic SilO 
or as it is more commonly called , "piping", was introd 
Mr. Eli Lester, (Eli Straight) now residing in Sonom; 
was among the first to introduce the new system of mi 
The nozzle attached to the hose first used, measurE 
one inch in diameter. 

"The new manner of sluicing away the dirt was 
to be a great improvement on the old method, an 
generally adopted the same season, and as a g' 
thing were amply rewarded for their labors . 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1854 

"During the year following, 1854, the town bee 
improve rapidly . More buildings were erected in the; 
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and summer than had been built previous to that time. Mr. 
Thomas Tregaskis built a dwelling house; A. Lefevre, a 
butcher shop; Henry Smith, a dwelling house; J. W. Perry, 
alias "Chicago", a blacksmith shop; Allen & Ball, a house; 
Davis & Smith, a tin shop; Everts, Davis & Co., an express 
office; Rigby & Co., a saw mill, on the south side of Rabbit 
Creek; Wells, Fargo & Co., an express and banking office. 
"Cutler Arnold took possession of the Rabbit Creek House 
in December. 

"Two casualities, the first that occured here, took 
place this year . A man named Jenkins was killed by the faI
ling of a tree. Another man (name unknown) was killed by 
the accidental discharge of a gun in his own hands. The 
small pox became prevalent and took away a number of 
victims. 

"In October of this year, M. D. Harlow murdered Henry 
Smith, in the vicinity of Rigby's mill . The circumstances of 
this murder are well known, and we will consequently make 
but a brief allusion to them. Harlow boarded at the house of 
Smith, on the 11 th of October. Thomas Tregaskis, in pas
sing the place, saw the form of Smith lying beneath a pile of 
bruSh, the head fractured in five places. Harlow, who was 
seated with an ax in his hand, requested Tregaskis to stop, 
but the latter appearing to pay no attention to his conversa
tion, and apparently unobserving the murdered man, pro
ceeded to town, and gave the alarm. Several persons re
paired to the scene of the murder, and found Smith's 
corpse lying in the snow. Harlow had, in the meantime, 
made his escape. In about a year afterward he was ar
rested at San Francisco, taken to Downieville and tried in 
the 14th judicial District, before Judge Searls; H.B. Cos
sitt , district attorney, for the prosecution; W. S. Spear and 
R. H . Taylor, for the defense. He was found guilty of murder 
in the first degree, sentenced, and hung on the 18th of 
April , 1856'" 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1855 

"The town continued to improve in the year 1855. 
Quite a number of good buildings were erected: Madame 
Cayote9 built the Hotel de France; Murray, the Kitt's Hotel, 
(now called the Union) ; Jacob Peters, the EI Dorado sa
loon; Dan Daley & Co., a bowling alley; besides various 
dwellings erected in different parts of the town. "Messrs 
COOk, Fuller & Buell , and Loeb, were engaged in mercan
tile business. 

"The introduction of a still greater supply of the needful 
water by the Martindale Ditch 'D, formed an occasion for re
jOicing among the miners. 

"A meeting was held in American Hall, December 22d, 
for the purpose of agitating the question for the division of 
the county ," from which period the continued efforts of the 
citizens have their first date. 

"During this year, a never to be forgotten event oc
curred, which for a time cast a gloom over the State, from 
which it did not soon recover; we allude to the failure of 
Adams & Co. ' 2 About the time the news of the failure came 
to this town Mr. F. D. Everts, then agent for Adams & .co. , 
received instructions to forward all specie on hand to the 
principal office at San Francisco. Many miners, merchants 
and others, who had made deposits, called on Mr. E., and 
were promptly paid, as long as a dollar remained in the of
fice . He preferred paying the money to the honest. but too 
confidential depositor, to giving it to the unscrupulous, and 
we may add, dishonest bankers. This act of honesty on the 
part of Mr. Everts is well worth recording, and adds another 
proof to the many that our community is not destitute of 
men who possess integrity. 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1856 

" In 1856, Fuller & Buell erected their fire-proof brick 
store-this was the first brick building built in Sierra 
County. The same season H. C . Brown finished his brick 
store, and the same year sold goods in it. 

"John Conly opened a banking house for the purpose 
of buying gold dust and dOing a general banking business. 

"A man named John J. Rousch (a sodawater peddler, 
from the valley), commit1ed suicide at Kitt's Hotel, May 
18th, by taking laudanum. He had been in a state of depen
dency for some time, and finding himself a prey to dissipa
tion and gambling, and not having the moral strength to 
conquer these demons, he concluded to launch his frail 
bark in the untried waters of death. Rousch left a wife and 
children in the Atlantic States. 

"On the 3rd of October, C. Stockman, better known as 
"Coush" was killed by a man named Betts at the "Pon
toosuc", a house of ill-fame, situated in the upper part of the 
town . Betts and one of the female occupants of the house 
were in a sleeping apartment together, when Coush 
knocked at the door and demanded admittance, and upon 
being refused he broke open the door. Some words were 
exchanged, whereupon Betts shot him. Immediately after 
the killing of Coush, Betts made his escape to Salt Lake, 
where he remained for several months, during which time 
he held an office under the Government. He afterwards re
turned to this State, was arrested in Oroville, taken to Gib
sonville, in this county, where he was tried and acquitted. 

"In 1856, a number of good paying claims were 
opened, several main and branch tunnels were run, and 
the diggings yielded a much larger amount of gold than 
had been taken out at any former season. Notwithstanding 
the depressed financial state of affairs which existed in 
many of the mining towns of this State, caused by the 
heavy failures the year previous, La Porte, or as it was then 
called, Rabbit Creek, felt but slightly the shock which had 
almost paralyzed many of its sister towns. 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1857 

"In 1857, the people, having a dislike to the name by 
which the town was called, held a meeting, and resolved to 
substitute LA PORTE for Rabbit Creek. Accordingly on the 
16th of October, the name was changed , and in the lan
guage of Moore (slightly altered)' 

What was Rabbit Creek is La Porte now. 

"On the 26th of April, a murder and suicide was com
mitted, the particulars of which are still familiar to many citi
zens. A man named Harry Yates, an individual of rather in
temperate habits, lived on the creek, and was deeply in 
love with a young lady named Miss Caroline Young . His 
demonstrations of love were not cordially received by the 
young woman, and being of desperate character, he re
solved to either win her affections, or kill her. He went to the 
house of her brother-in-law, a Mr. Anderson, and im
mediately after his arrival, he went into a room where the 
girl was. He asked her to marry him, and upon being re
fused, drew a pistol and fired, killing her instantly. He then 
shot himself through the neck, lay down by the side of the 
murdered girl , and finding that his first attempt at self-mur
der had not proved effectual, he arose, put his revolver on 
a table, took a derringer, placed it to his head, and ended 
the tragedy by blowing out his brains . 

EVENTS IN THE YEAR 1858 

"The year 1858 was a prosperous one. The water sea
son was as lengthly as usual, better facilities were afforded 
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for mining than had been at any former season, and not
withstanding the Frazer River stampede,'3 La Porte was In 
a healthy financial condition . Many valuable claims were 
opened, which though scarcely prospered , last season , 
amply remunerated the owners for their labors . The town 
rapidly improved; many valuable buildings- among 
others, the fire-proof banking house erected by John 
Conly-were put up, prominent in the improvement line, 
was the project talked of years ago, but never carned out 
till last summer-by which the town was to be amply sup
plied with water . The water is brought from a spring which 
is one mile from Everts, Wilson & CO. 's Express Office, 
through logs which are laid below the surface . The spring 
is 75 or 80 feet above the level of the town , never failing, 
and not excelled for its purity and coldness. All the stores, 
and nearly all the family dwellings in the place are supplied 
by water which is conveyed to the buildings by hydrants. 
To the energy of B . W . Barnes our citizens are indebted for 
this improvement. I . 

THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER: 

"In August, 1856, Myers & Head removed the Moun
tain Messenger printing establishment to this place from 
Gibsonville, where the paper had formerly been published . 
It was published under this firm for two successive years, 
when A. L. Smith purchased Mr. Head's interest. Myers 
and Smith continued in partnership some four months, at 
the expiration of which time Mr. Myers became sale prop
rietor, and c ontinued as such until 1858, when Mr. Wm. Y. 
He-ad again became its publisher. Mr. H_ continued its 
publication to the 1st of January , 1859, when A. T. Dewey 
was received into partnership; the paper appeared in new 
dress, machine job presses and new type were added to 
the office, rendering it the most complete newspaper and 
job printing establishment in the mining towns of this State . 
The paper is in a prosperous condition, and steadily in
c reasing in circulation . 

RABBIT CREEK FLUME: 

"This important acquisition to the mines in Rabbit 
Creek was located in June, 1857, by Wm. H . Reed and J . 
M . Barry. Work was commenced in July, and the same sea
son the flume was finished to the bridge, a distance of 
1,000 feet. The proprietors Messrs. Reed, Underhill, 
Bourom and Barry, have continued the flue to the length of 
2,850 feet, with a branch flume up the East Branch a dis
tance of 1,000 feet. The intention is to run the main flume 
2,500 feet farther. Dimensions of flume: 6 feet in width 
(below the dam), above, 5 feet, (board flume) , and branch 
flume, 3 by 4'/2 2 feet wide. . 

"The Rabbit Creek Flume has already proved benefi
cial to the miners on the Creek, and when completed can
not fail to accomplish results which must add largely to the 
wealth of La Porte. Many miners on Rabbit Creek will be 
ready to run tailings through the flume in the coming 
spring, and when it is completed there Will be an opportu
nity to work one hundred valuable claims. 

WATER DITCHES. 

"There are now four ditches coming into this place. 
The Martindale ditch carries forty sluice-heads of water, 
Feather River ditch sixty, Yankee Hill 15 ditch twenty-five , 
and John C . Fall's sixty-making a total of 185 sluice 
heads, all of which are used during the mining season. 

THE TOWN-ITS PROSPECTS 

"The town now contains thirty-five business hou: 
has a number of wholesale establishments, which ( 
extensive business in selling goods to many of the n 
and retail dealers in the adjoining mining camps . An E 

sive travel passes through La Porte, both in summe 
winter, and during the former season a semi-daily I 
stages runs to this place. 

"A brisk bus iness season is expected as SOt 

water comes, and mining commences. Fifteen comp 
will be ready to work in a few weeks; and about 
hundred miners will be at work on Rabbit Creek nex 
son. Some of the most valuable claims in the mour 
were opened last Fall, and when worked, next sea~ 
bountiful golden yield may be looked for." 

FOOTNOTES TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE 
EARLY HISTORY OF LA PORTE 

1The Mountain Messenger, which is the oldest Vv 

newspaper of continuous publication in California , h 
beginning in Gibsonville , an early mining town of the ' 
North" country of Sierra County, it being for a shor 
known as The Trumpet, the first issue appearir 
November 19th of 1853. It was also early referred to a 
Herald, this name stemming from the fact that it wa~ 
beginning printed at the office of The Marysville Her 
Marysville. The paper was moved to La Porte in the 
Fall of 1855 where it remained until March of 1864 whE 
location of publication was moved to Downieville, wi l 
first issue in this new home appearing on April 2nd. 

In the La Porte fire of July 27th of 1861 , the office ( 
Messenger was totally destroyed but the equipmen 
fered little damage and the paper was able to cantin 
publication with but little delay . The paper has been in 
tinous publication at Downieville since 1864. 

2This distance of 20 miles was via a trail sinc e no ( 
road from Downieville to La Porte existed at thi s time 
shortest early trail between these two towns was 
Downieville via the early mining settlements and 
placer diggings at Monte Cristo , Eureka North , Morrisl 
Port Wine, Queen City, and from this lalJer place in c 
four miles to La Porte. 

Other trails to the "Over Nort~'" country led: (a) 
Downieville up the then-named N.xth Fork of the r 
Yuba River (a stream now-named Downie River) t( 
junction of a stream known as the West Branch, thE 
along the east watershed of this stream to the Her~ 
Mine and the Bunker Hill Mine, and from there on to I 
Land Flat and La Porte. 

3The expression "passenger trains" means transport. 
by means of mule or horse. If the animals were employ, 
mainly transport persons they were referred to as "pas 
ger trains"; and when they were employed to tram 
principally goods they were known as "express trains 

'According to some accounts, there is reason to be 
that the first gold to be discovered in the La Porte area 
at the head of Little Grass Valley in the Fall of 185 
Hamilton Wark, his brother and James Murray. Some ( 
accounts, as here, of the initial discovery of gold ir 
area, indicate the year was 1851 . 

5The early mining settlement of Gardiner's Point (S( 

times found spelled "Gardner" and "Gardener") wa 
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cated about one mile and a half north of Port Wine or about However, this movement for the fmmation of a new 
a mile north of Queen City. Other nearby early mining set county did not advance beyond the embryonic stage for 
tlements to Gardiner's Point were Cedar Grove, Siopeville there were no measures introduced into the State Legisla
and Grass Flat. ture authorizing the matter to be referred to the people of 

Sierra County for a vote . 
61t would appear that the course of this "Jamison Route"J
from La Porte was via Howland Flat, east across McRae 
Ridge to Johnsville and Jamison City, the site of which lat
ter early town is about a mile and a half a little east of north 
of Johnsville, and then down into Mohawk Valley. 

The route of some of the earliest of the arrivals at La 
Porte was, after crossing Beckwourth Pass, down the 
headwaters of the Middle Fork of the Feather River, the as
cension of the mountains to where the town of Johnsville 
was in a few years to be founded, and up and along ridges, 
to pass near the soon-to-be-founded town of Gibsonville, 
and on southwest down Gibsonville Ridge to La Porte. 

7Antoine Chabot, who later was to build several earth-fill 
dams, among them the dam confining the waters of Lake 
Chabot near San Leandro, employing the principle of the 
deposition of material by the use of a high-pressure stream 
of water, is generally regarded as being the father of hy
draulic mining in California. In the Spring of 1852 Chabot 
had a placer mining c laim on Buckeye Hill near Nevada 
City, Nevada County of California, to which he brought 
water in a d itch . He directed the water across his claim, 
which eroded the earth down to the bed-rock. It was but a 
short step from his observation of the washing action of the 
water to the idea of utilizing the water in a concentrated and 
higher-pressure stream, so he directed the water from a 
height into a canvas hose and turned the jet of water 
against the gravel bank, washing the gravel into a riffled 
box where the gold was trapped . 

Another account of the first use of water under pres
sure to work placer ground, credits Edward Matteson and 
Eli Miller, along with Chabot, as being the first to mine hyd
raulically. 

8Mordecai Harlow was hanged on the 18th of April of 1856 
in Slug Canyon near its mouth on the North Yuba River 
about half a mile southwest of Downieville, the execution 
being carried out by Sheriff William J. Ford. 

It is said that the execution was not carried out with 
dispatch, as at the drop, either the rope was too long or it 
stretched sufficiently, to allow Harlow's feet to touch the 
ground. Several men at once took hold of the rope and 
raised the man to a higher position and death came in a 
short time. 

9The lady named "Cayote" as the Proprietor of the Hotel de 
France of La Porte beginning in 1855, may have been a 
member of the pioneer Cayot family of La Porte. It is highly 
probable that such is the case. 

l°The Martindale Ditch was one of the greatest eariy 
ditches to supply water to the placer diggings of La Porte 
and its vicinity. It furnished about 1,200 miners ' inches of 
water, the cost at first being one dollar per inch per day, 
which was later reduced to 50 cents per inch per day. The 
ditch later came to be known as the Geeslin Ditch. 

"During the Winter of 1853-54 a movement developed in 
the mining settlements of Northern Sierra County to have a 
new county formed with the suggested name of SUMMIT, 
which would comprise the area of Northern Sierra County, 
for at this early time in the history of the county there al
ready had developed a feeling of the isolation of this part of 
the county from the seat of government at Downieville . 

l2Adams and Company was one of the early companies 
which operated animal passenger and express trains serv
ing most of the early mining towns of the "Over North" 
country of Sierra County. 

The Sierra Citizen of 1854, a newspaper published in 
Dowieville for several years in the middle 1850's, has an ' 
advertisement of Adams and Company's Express with its 
headquarters being the Banking and Exchange Office, in 
the fire-proof building, Corner of Plaza and High Streets in 
Marysville. 

The Ad stated it was a Daily Express and served all 
portions of the Northern Mines. . 

Chas. B . Macy was the Agent at Marysville As indi
cated in this account, F. D. Everts was the Agent for the 
Company in La Porte. 

l31n 1858 news reached the many mining towns of Sierra 
County, and towns of other mining towns of other counties 
of the State, of an immensely rich gold strike on the Fraser 
(or Frazer) River in Canada. Miner by the hundreds left the 
country of the mining regions of Sierra County to go to this 
new gold field. By the year above, much of the gold in the 
streams of Sierra County, and in the benches of gravel 
along them, had been recovered, and so this lure of the 
Fraser River strike drew many away. However, the dig
gings in this region of Canada did not prove to be nearly as 
rich as was reported, and so it was not many months before 
many of those who had left returned . An item of news in a 
November 1858 issue of The Sierra Democrat, which was 
another early newspaper of Sierra County, also being pub
lished at Downieville, stated that 24,153 had left California 
to go to the Fraser River country but as of that date 8,290 
had returned. 

l41n 1858, B. W. Barnes completed the work of the con
struction of a domestic and fire-protection water system for 
La Porte, bringing the water from a big spring on La Porte 
Bald Mountain about a mile northwest of the town in 
wooden pipes. 

It is of interest to note that several years ago when Tru
man Gould and Frank Reilly of La Porte were engaged in 
digging trenches in which to lay new water pipes, they 
came across sections of the old wooden water pipes laid 
by Barnes. The pipe had been made from sections of trees 

. six to eight inches in diameter with the bore being about 
two and one half inches. The lengths, which were from six 
to eight feet long, were unit'ed by tapered male and female 
jOints. 

lsYankee Hill was an early but rather small mining settle
ment consisting of several homes about the mines of the vi
cinity, the site of which is about two miles northeast of La 
Porte and on one of the present roads from La Porte to St. 
Louis and Howland Flat, the road crossing Slate Creek be
tween Yankee Hill and St. Louis. The other present road 
from La Porte to Howland Flat is via Queen City and SI. 
Louis . 

JAMES H. GALLOWAY LE1TERS OFTHE 1860's 

The following letters of James H. Galloway, written 
from Gibsonville in the 1860's, are to the author through the 
courtesy of Mrs. Margaret Wiltshire who is the great-grand
daughter of Mr. Galloway. James H . Galloway was a 
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cousin of Judge James Galloway who was a citizen of influ
ence of the region of the North Yuba country of Sierra 
County as early as 1850 and who was a Justice of the 
Peace of the Downieville Township as early as 1851 . 
James H. Galloway, as a young man of 19, was a member 
of a wagon train which traveled from Iowa to California in 
1853. In about six months he was at Bear Valley east of 
Nevada City in Nevada County in California. He then went 
to Forest City in Sierra County and from there in a few 
weeks to Minnesota (Minnesota Flat), and from there to the 
great placer diggings at Monte Cristo, Gibson"ville and 
Newark (Whiskey Diggings), working for several years at 
the North America Mine at the latter place . 

Home (Gibsonville), Saturday Eve 
Oct. 3d, 1863 

Dear Brother: 

Your letter dated August 17th at or near Anderson's 
Station , Ala., came to hand in due time , but I have neg
lected to answer it until now. We had the news of the Great 
Battle between Bragg and Rosecrans and the falling back 
of the latter . The Secesh her'e claim it as a great victory lor 
the South. It is also reported here that there have been 
40,000 men sent from the Army of the Potomac to reen
force Rosecrans, but Secesh says that they have gone into 
Ohio to secure the Election of that Arch Traitor Vall an
digham. The Secesh papers here say that the Military at
tended the Polls in Kentucky and would not allow the Sec
esh to vote. So if Val is defeated in Ohio they will say the 
same there. We elected a Union Governor (Low) in this 
State by 15,970 of a majority. It appears from the newspa
pers that in the late battle you had to fight the whole South 
and even then your retreat was owing to Burnside's failing 
to come up in time. When you write tell me all about it you 
know. 

David Cowden was here two days ago. He had a letter 
from home, written after his return to the Army from his visit 
home. We also had a letter from Sister Mary written August 
23 d. I will take some letters to the Office tomorrow and will 
send her $5 .00 if she can get greenbacks to send . She 
says she had 30 cts. left of the money you sent her. She has 
saved it weill think. I have but little to write to you about our
selves. Our baby boy Mason is a very lively boy, grows fast, 
and is one of the best of babies. He is 7 months old and is 
great company to me after my day's work is done. 

You can have a home with us until you can do some
thing for yourself. As poor as this country is I think there are 
more chances for a poor man who is willing to work than in 
the Atlantic States . 

Emma sends her respects to you, I will direct this 
scarcely knowing whether it is right or not. 

Your affectionate Brother 
James Galloway 

Gibsonville, Sierra Co, Cal . 

At Home (Gibsonville), Sunday Evening, 
Jan. 10th , 1864 

Dear Sister: 

It is three o'clock in the afternoon . Mason is asleep, so 
whilst Emma is getting dinner I will write you a short letter. I 
wrote to you about the middle of October and sent you 

some money as we have heard nothing from you sill 
have concluded that you did not get it. We rec'd a Ie 
the 2 d of Dec. from Brother William written in Bel 
Nov. 2 d, also his photograph. It is a correct liken 
David Cowden. Everyone who sees and has seer 
marks how much it looks like him. William did n, 
whether he was going out to our old home. When yo 
tell us if he did, also all you know about how they are ~ 
along. I often think of you all and wonder if the) 
enough to eat and wear. Has there been anythin(; 
with the property yet? I expect the young men are s 
How is it with yourself? Have you a beau? 

This is so far the most open winter ever known 
State . The grouno is bare of snow in many place 
weather is warm and pleasant and today I took a VI 

the hills. This is like a day in the month of May. Davie 
den has not been here for a long time . Ask Doe if h 
hears from James A. Cowden. I believe he is some p 
the Nevada Territory. I suppose Uncle Alex is gettir 
farming . Emma's father raised twenty one ht; 
bushels of wheat this last year 

Dinner is ready. Mason is setting on the long tab 
will close. He is a very healthy child, is getting a c 
chin, eats the same as the rest of us , and sleeps by hi 
We have one boarder. I will send you a few Pc 
Stamps, so answer this soon. Emma sends her lOVE 
our love to Doe, Mag and the little ones, also to Charl( 
Nan. Nothing more but remain. 

Your affectionate Brother, 
Jas Galloway 

I will put H in your nal 
Direct to Gibsonville, all after this so whe 

Sierra Co., Cal. see it you will know . 

At Home (Gibsonville) Sunday, Oct. 15th, 

Dear Sister Mary: 

Emma and Mason have gone out this afternool 
left me to care for Alice May, and as I write she is Iyi 
bed crowing and kicking up her heels. She is a sweet 
very fair and fleshy , and has large blue eyes . She v 
seven months old the 29th of this. Mason is a stout hE 
boy, two years and seven months old. He has his I, 
well learned . I have but little to write that would intere~ 
as our daily life sees but little change, and there are bl 
persons living here , and we see but little . I work a 
every day, seldom go any place unless on busines! 
went to San Francisco this Summer on a visit which 
first time we have taken a rest for four years. Had a pie, 
time at Uncle Hezless and was gone three weeks 
Joseph Cowden by chance on the way, also saw Hal 
in Marysville en route for Downieville . He arrived ir 
place almost at the same hour we did, but stopped at 
ferent Hotel. He came round to the one we were in an( 
my name on the register and enquired for me. I thou~ 
was a Cowden before he spoke to me. I have not 
James A. since I was home. I have heard within the la! 
days that David Cowden was married to the daughte 
lawyer in Downieville on the 5th of this month . 

I received a letter from Emma's father a short timE 
He stated that our Step-Mother had bought a farm in 
Co. of 40 acres for which she paid $2.400.00. It is n( 
where her sister lives. When we were in the city Cousir 
Hezless and I wrote a letter to Brother Will. Tell him I cc 
ered that an answer to his last one dated at Mrs. Kei 
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and you can show him this one and it will do for both of you . 
If you want to come to this country, if there is some family 
coming, you might get to come for helping to take care of 
the children . If I was able I would send you some money, 
but I am still some in debt and can't do it just now. 

Well write to us any how and if you can send us your 
photograph. Have you been to the old School House lately 
where Father and Mother lie? Oh what thoughts arise as I 
pen this of days and scenes long gone. Write on receipt of 
this a good long letter. Give our kindest regards to all the 
friends and accept the same for yourself from your Brother, 

James Galloway 
Gibsonville, Sierra Co., Cal. 

the Gibsonville, Sierra Co., Cal. 

June 28th, 1807 


Dear Sister Mary: 


I received a letter from you on the 2 d of Dec. last and 
will now try to answer it, although I hardly know what to write 
that will interest you. I have rec'd one or two letters from Wil
liam since I had one from you. Emma rec 'd two letters from 
her father this week . One of her Sisters was married on the 
1 st of this month. Her father lives near a place called Dur
ant in Cedar Co., Iowa. In your last letter you said that Uncle 
Alex 's wife was going to try and get Bing to live with them. 
Did they get him or not? Have you heard whether she has 
got over the Rheumatism? Did Had Cowden get home 
safe? I have not seen Dave Cowden for most of two years . I 
see by the newspapers his wife gave birth to twin boys on 
the 29th of last month . Jas. A. Cowden is still in Forest City. 
So far the snow is now 9 and 10 feet deep and a great deal 
of foggy weather, a very uncommon thing for this place. 
Today it is so foggy we can not see a hundred yards. I think 
we are going to do pretty well in our claim this Spring . If we 
do I may sell out and go to some part of America and get a 
small farm if we have money enough. I have given up the 
notion of becoming wealthy, but have come to the sage 
conclusion that I will have to earn my keep with the sweat of 
my brow. I am struck from what I have read and hear after 
the State of Michigan. I don't think I will buy the whole State 
but might purchase a part of it , but our movements in the 
next year all depends on how our claims pay this Spring. 
Brother Will thinks that is a fine country where he is and it is 
near a Railroad. When you write let me know the prices of 
land, stock, grain are as that is the kind of information I am 
after now. I suppose from the way you write about living to 
be an old maid, that you are not going to get married soon, 
or perhaps that is only a blind to me. There is nothing like a 
home of your own with a Good Mate like I have. Mason is 
growing to be quite a boy. Will soon be four years old. Alice 
May is getting to talk quite plain and is pretty as a picture. 
You will soon be twenty one and next Oct. 7th I will be thirty 
three. How the time flies . I remember well the day you were 
born . Can you play much on the Piano? 

Well this is a great letter, a mixture of everything, so I 
will close it. Emma sends her love. Remember us to Doe, 
his wife and family and all the rest of our friends . Be sure 
and answer this as soon as you get it. 

Your Brother Jas. Galloway 

Gibsonville, July 9th, 1871 

Sister Mary: 

We had a letter from Bing a short time ago stating that 
you were still in San Jose, so as this is Sunday I will scratch 
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a few lines. Dave Cowden was here sometime ago He said 
Had's wife was coming out here. She may be in Downieville 
now. Also Doe and that man he runs with that attends to 
Potter's business, the two latter on a visit, the former to re
side . Dave is the nominee for County Judge on the Repub
lican Ticket in this County. Our claims have paid well this 
year. We don't know yet whether we will sell or not. Think we 
will know this week. I suppose you are not married yet. I 
had a letter from Mr. Pierce a short time ago. He had not 
sold then . Has he sold yet? Bing talks of going to Arizona. 
We have been keeping boarders during the water season. 
Emma makes from $5 to $8 per week sewing . She has a 
month's sewing ahead in the house now. She has made 
over $100 since she was sick last winter. She got all her 
teeth taken out. Will get a new set this Fall . Had 13 taken out 
at one time without taking anything . I suppose things move 
along as usual in the willows . Mrs. i'Jorthern promised to 
make us a visit this Summer. Have not seen her here yet. 
You and she had better come and see us. Would be glad to 
see you. From San Jose to Marysville 1 day, Marysville to 
La Porte 1 day, La Porte here 2'12 hours. We made 2 gallons 
of ice cream this morning . If you come up this eve you can 
have some. We had a Brass Band of 12 pieces and a Danc
ing Floor 24 x 30. Had a Table 50 feet long. Emma had the 
largest Cake . It was 16 inches in diameter at the base and 
20 inches in height. Had 34 eggs in it. She also made the 
ice cream, ten gallons. There were 50 Ladies and 100 of 
the sterner sex present. The whole affair was gotten up by 
our Company. We had a pleasant time. 

Hoping soon to hear from you I remain , your Brother, 
Jas. Galloway 

NEWS ITEMS ABOUT SOME OF THE TOWNS 

OF NORTHERN SIERRA COUNTY 


Following are a numberof news items which pertain to 
some of the towns of the "Over North " region of Sierra 
County. They appeared in issues of The Sierra Citizen 
(S.C.) and The Mountain Messenger (MM) from 1854 into 
the 1890's. 

It is to be remembered that until March 31 of 1866 La 
Porte was a town of Sierra County, it becoming a town of 
Plumas County when in the year above the boundary be
tween two counties was changed. The reader is referred to 
the author's Volume V/~A General History of Sierra 
County, of his series of books on the history of Sierra 
County for a description of this change of boundaries and 
also of other changes in the geographic limits of the county 
and adjacent counties. 

NOMINATIONS-TOWNSHIP NO.4 

S.c. 8-19-54: "Pursuant to previous notice, the citizens of 
Canon Creek met at the Canon Hotel on Saturday evening, 
August 12th, 1854, for the purpose of nominating candi
dates for the offices of Justices of the Peace and Consta
bles for Township No. 4 in Sierra County, State of Califor
nia. 

"The meeting organized by the appointment of Chas. 
E. Livingston, Chairman, and A. D . White, Secretary. The 
Chairman named A. H . Laughton, M. Alford, S. D. Moore, 
Thos. Morrison and Hiram Gilmore as a committee to report 
a list of candidates to the meeting: and the aforesaid com
mittee reported the following gentlemen, viz: For Justice of 
the Peace, Lloyd Frizell of Canon Creek; and Chas. L. 
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Thomasson of Eureka. For Constables, A. D. White of Poker At this time, following were, in general, the regions 0 
Flat and David W. Mitchell of Eureka. All of whom were duly the Townships. Through the years changes occurred in th( 
nominated by the meeting." boundaries of the Townships of the County: 

Township No. I comprised the La Porte area 
CHAS. E. LIVINGSTON , Chairman Township No. II the area of Scales, Port Wine and St. Louis 
A. D . WHITE,Secretary 

TOWNSHIP OFFICES 

M.M. 1-3-63: The following is a list of the Township Officers 
')f Sierra County: 

TOWNSHIP NO. I 

Justices of the Peace: S H. Alley, Fred Howard 
Constable and Collector Robert Carter 
Constable: C Lowry 

TOWNSHIP NO. II 

Justice of the Peace : E. X Willard . R. S. Carter 
Constable and Collector R. H. Rutherford 
Constable: Jo. Craig 

TOWNSHIP NO. III 

Justice of the Peace : .. . .. A. Macmillan. G. Meredith 
Constable and Collector: John 1. Myers 
Constable: . P Dowd 

TOWNSHIP NO. IV 

Justice of the Peace Geo. W Wray W . C. Dowd 
Constable and Collector Cal. Hyde 
Constable: T. Meech 

TOWNSHIP NO. V 

Justice of the Peace: D. W. Brown, F. H . Runyan 
Constable and Collector: . 1. G. Crawford 
Constable: '" Samuel Tallman 

TOWNSHIP NO. VI 

Justice of the 
Peace: .. ............ Jas. W. Brown, Wm . H. Burgess 

Constable and Collector: J. F. Dixon 
Constable: ... .. ... . . . S. D. Evans 

TOWNSHIP VII 

Justice of the Peace. John Gale, Wm. Hughes 
Constable and Collector: L . G. Wright 
Constable: .... . ... F. O . Smith 

TOWNSHIP NO. VIII 

Justices of the 
Peace: John Jack, Charles O. McOuesten 

Constable and Collector: David Grush 
Constable: .. . A. Grant 

TOWNSHIP NO. IX 

Justice of the 
Peace: .... Garland Harris, J. G. Stevenson 

Constable and Collector: .. .... .. ... .. ..... E. M. Grippen 
Constable : Wm. A. Donaldson 

Township No. III the area of Poker Flat, Pine Grove anc 
Cold Canon: Township No. IV the Morristown, Eureka anc 
Monte Cristo area; Township No. V the region of Brand, 
City, Indian Valley and Indian Hill: Township No. VI com 
prised the region of Goodyears Bar; Township No. VII thE 
area of Alleghany, Forest City, Minnesota, Chips Flat anc 
Wet Ravine; Township No. VIII the region of GibsonvillE 
and Newark; and Township No. IX the area of Excelsior Hil 
(Excelsior) 

NEWS FROM LA PORTE, HOWLAND FLAT 

AND NEWARK 


M.M. 12-6-62: LA PORTE 

MAN STABBED: "Mr. Samuel Woods, of this place, wa~ 
stabbed by 'Peter Plug', another resident, on Thursday af 
ternoon. Cause: Mr . Woods had been removing somE 
sluice boxes on claims in Rabbit Creek (in which both par· 
ties claim interest) to a place where they would be free frOIT 
danger by floods. The proceeding was objected to b~ 
'Plug' exclaimed : 'If you touch the boxes again I will kil 
you.', and used other language so aggravating that Wood~ 
knocked him against the wall 'Plug' drew a small knife anc 
struck him with it twice, inflicting slight flesh wounds in thE 
left s ide and arm. The wounds were examined by Dr 
Drake, "who pronounced them not serious. Mr . Woods i~ 

around as usual, and says the cuts, though somewha, 
painful, cause him no great inconvenience. As for 'Peter' 
he is around also." 

TEMPERANCE MEETINGS: "James A. Davidson, Granc: 
Lecturer of the Sons of Temperance, will lecture in the 
church here on Monday evening next, the 8th of De
cember; at Gibsonvilie on Tuesday and Wednesday, 9th 
and 10th; and at Newark on Thursday and Friday evenings, 
11 th and 12th. Mr. Davidson was well received in this town 
and county when here about fifteen months ago. He or
ganized La Porte Division and gave general satisfaction. 
During the present year he has organized eighteen Divi
sions of Sons of Temperance, and we feel confident that 
hiS efforts to benefit his fellowman will be heartily appreci 
ated by Sons of Temperance and the public at large." 

HOGS: "The hogs of La Porte enJoy the immunities ana 
hospitalities of the town to an unlimited extent. Nowhere 
else do the procine species perambulate the streets and 
roam at Jarge with such unlimited freedom. It is truly re
freshing and pleasant to see an elderly porker, followed by 
a brood of young grunters, rooting around your doors at 
meal time, or grunting a sweet ser~ "Mde beneath your win
dows from 'early morn to dewy eve.' There appears to be 
no such thing as trespass apprehended by the owners of 
the animals, and so the 'big pig, little pig ', continue uninter
ruptedly to 'root hog or die'." 

CORRECTION: " In our account of the affray between 
West and Linn, published last week, it appears that several 
mistakes occurred . The original difficulty between the par
ties happened at Howland Flat and not St. Louis as we 
stated. And the friends of Linn say that West was armed 
with a pistol on that occasion , and threatened to kill him, 
who stabbed him in self-defense. Linn has been a resident 
of Howland Flat and not of SI. Louis. The account of the af
fray here was taken substantially from the testimony of the 
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witnesses at the coroner's inquest. Both parties were stran
gers to us, and the account of their former difficulty, as 
- ublished last Saturday, was gathered from street rumor. 

" such cases mistakes and inaccuracies are very likely to 
uccur." 

A{)LD WEATHER: "We have had quite a cold spell of 
~ather here the past week; yet the skies continue un

~.Juded and pleasant, with not the slightest ind!cation of 
storm. The season is remarkable and unusually mild for this 
= gion: Teams are still coming occasionally from Marysville 

Id the valley, which has not happened so late In the sea
_In for some years past." 

.£.MALL POX: "It is said that there is one case of small pox 
town. It is supposed to have been brought from Gibson

'Ie." 

HOWLAND FLAT 

=CTURE AT HOWLAND FLAT: "J. A. Davidson wililec
ture at Howland Flat thi s evening . A good reception awaits 
bim there, and of course a good lecture may be expected . 

'e advise all Cogniackers as well as Cold-water men to go 
ld hear Davidson. He speaks from personal experience 

of both sides of the ques tion, and he declares, after seven 
vears trial of teetotalism that it is not unconstitutional to be a 
- :m of Temperance. Be sure to go and hear him one and 

\." 

HIGH AND COLD WINDS: "At the various camps above 
- 3re the wind during the past week has been much heavier 

nd colder than at La Porte. At Howland Flat last Sunday 
night, a heavy section of sidewalk, about fifty feet long, was 
lifted by the wind from its foundations and thrown bottom 

-	 ide up into the middle of the street." 

THE BALL: "The party at the Sierra Nevada Hotel, Thurs
..Qay night, was a complete success. We learn that 30 tick

ts were sold, and that the ballroom was crowded. " 

J . C. Auberts, formerly of this place, has established him
self at Howland Flat, where he can accommodate parties 

-	 esiring anything in the jewelry line as well as any other 
lan.' " 

NEWARK 

c:verybody here is 'awful dry'-not for whisky, (of which 
mere is plenty), but for water-cold water to wash out their 
dirt so that whisky and other spirits may flow freely. There 

-	 Ire no hurdies, no parties, no anything here now-all 
,wing.to the terrible drouth. Even snow-shoeing, the usual 

J-lastime of this season, cannot be indulged in to let off the 
pent-up suffocation of this awful drouth . Some fifty new 

- .hoes (snowshoes) have been made here for the expected 
.eason, which, added to the old fleet, now await the open
"lg of the campaign." 

NEWS FROM LA PORTE 

\I1.M. 5-30-63: "HOWLAND, MORLEY AND CO. are ex 
ceedingly prompt with their Express favors. Our perpetual 
thanks are due that institution. 

~ LUNAR RAINBOW, in the west, was plainly visable to the 
.esidents of La Porte on Friday and Saturday evenings last. 

"ST. JOHN'S DAY: The Committee of Arrangements for the 
coming Masonic Celebration are not idle, as will be seen 
by notice in another column. 

"RELIGIOUS NOTICE: The Rev. Mr. Deal will attend the 
Quarterly Meeting at the Church in La Porte, and will 
preach at the usual hours on Saturday and Sunday next. 

"DELICIOUS FRUIT: McMath has some of the finest straw
berries that ever came to town , and has kindly remem
bered this office by presenting us a dish of the delicious 
fruit. 

"SUMMER NAVIGATION OPENED: Billy Andrews came 
dashing into town on Thursday evening with the Marysville 
stage. Billy has not visited us before since last November. 
We are glad to have the stages resume their daily visits . 

"CAPT. COCHRAI\IE informs us that a Board of Examiners 
has been apPointed at Downieville for the inspection on re
cruits for his company. He will visit Northern Sierra for vol
unteers within a short period. It is his determination to have 
a full company of Sierra Boys 

"WATCHMAN : Louis, the faithful gua rdian of our town, 
o'nights, will call on the citizens for a little substantial en
couragement on the firs t of next month . Bear in mind that 
his duties are onerous, and go down into your pockets ac
cordingly. 

"EAGLE LIVERY STABLE: Messrs. Mullen and Topping 
have brought their stock up fresh from the Valley, ready to 
accommodate their friends with a tip-top (that means 
horse-back) ride, at any and all times. 

"MISS SALLIE B . GOODRICH: We see by the papers that 
Miss Goodrich has an engagement at the Marysville Thea
ter. We received an order from her to print various posters 
and sec ure a hall for her performance in this town, she 
promising to arrive here on the 13th inst. Having had no di
rect information from the lady since, we now make the in
quiry What's up, Sallie?' " 

HURDlES: Those birds of passage, the hurdy gurdy 
women, have visited La Porte with the fair weather, and 
held forth nightly in one of the saloons during the whole of 
last week. We expect this is their last chance-for accord
ing to law, 'made and provided ' to cover the case, their or
gies must cease on the 12th of June. 'Ye that have tears to 
shed prepare to shed them now.' 

"TEMPERANCE NOTICE: Geo. Bramall , Grand Lecturer of 
the Sons of Temperance , will speak in favor of the good 
cause at Howland Flat on Friday evening. May 29th ; at Pine 
Grove, Saturday, the 30th; Howland Flat, Sunday, May 
31 st; Gibsonville, Monday, June 1 st; and at Richmond Hill, 
Plumas County, Wednesday, June 3rd. Mr. Bramall is a 
worthy man and earnest in his calling. He gave excellent 
lectures in this town on Sunday and Monday evenings. 

"THE ACCIDENT AT DOWNIEVILLE: The sad accident 
which occurred at Downieville on Wednesday last has 
pained the many friends of the young men who were thus 
cut off so untimely. Mr. Donaldson was a very fine man , 
much respected by all his acquaintances, and Mr. Knox 
was likewise favorably known. We have had business 
transactions with Mr. Donaldson, and can testify to his high 
and honorable character as a man. Our thanks are due to 
the several gentlemen who promptly forwarded us particu
lars of the accident. 
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(Author's Note: The accident referred to occurred onH'I 
! May 27th of 1863 when 1 st Lieu'!. tv. . M. Knox and 2nd. 
I 

Ul 
Lieu'!. Wm. A. Donaldson of Company K., 6th Regiment of 
California Volunteers, were killed by the premature dis
charge of a cannon at Downieville. News had been re
ceived of the Fall of Vicksburg to Union forces-news 
which later proved to be false-and arrangements were 
made to celebrate the news by the firing of Downieville 's 
cannon which was mounted at a place soon to be known as 
Cannon Point about half a mile west of Downieville where it 
can be seen to this day. 

The cannon had not been fired for several years, it ap
pears, it having been "spiked", e.g . the tough hole plug
ged. The spike was removed and the cannon fired several 
times. However, on the preparation for another round the 
cannon prematurely fired and mangled the two men horri 
bly. They died within a few hours of the accident. 

It was found that the chamber of the cannon had in it a 
"large mass of burnt and charred rags, which must have 
been on fire at the time of the accident", and which resulted 
in the premature firing as it was being loaded by 
Donaldson and Knox . 

The reader is referred to the author's Volume I of his 
series of books on the history of Sierra County, Downieville, 
Gold Town on the Yuba, for a full account of this terrible ac
cident.) 

"MINING ITEMS: We are just beginning to experience the 
usual amount of activity in the mines in this vicinity. The late 
period at which the mining season commenced has been a 
serious drawback, very fe"", companies having yet cleaned 
up to any extent. Enough, however, has already been done 
to indicate a heavy yield of gold during the present season . 

PORT WINE 

"UNION LEAGUE: Pursuant to a call the citizens of 
Port Wine and vicinity convened at Wm. Howell's Saloon 
Saturday evening, May 23rd, 1863, for the purpose of form
ing a Union League. The meeting was called to order by 
appointing Dr. E. X. Willard, Chairman. A Committee of five 
on permanent organization was appointed, consisting of 
Wm. Howell, Alexander Scott, John Lane, Benjamin Louis 
and Edward Hopkins, who reported the following as the 
permanent officers of this League: President, Dr. E. X. Wil 
lard; Vice-Presidents, John B. Hains, R. H. Rutherford and 
Wm. W. Howard; Secretary, P. B. Russell; Treasurer, John 
W. Bennett. 

A preamble and resolutions were adopted and the fol
lowing pledge ourselves to an unconditional loyalty to the 
Government of the United States; to an unswerving sup
port of its efforts to suppress the rebellion, and to spare no 
endeavor to maintain, unimpaired, the National unity, both 
in principle and territorial boundary. The primary object of 
this League is and shall be to bind together all loyal men of 
all trades and professions in a common Union, to maintain 
the power, glory and integrity of the Nation." 

"Upwards of seventy names were annexed to the 
foregoing pledge" when on motion the League adjourned, 
to meet again Saturday evening, June 6th, at the same 
place. 

E. X. WILLARD, President 
P. H . RUSSELL, Secretary 

GIBSONVILLE 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"The Gibsonville National League at their meeting this 
j. 	 evening, the 23rd ins!., adopted the following resolutions, 

to wit: 

RESOLVED: That the treachery, fraud, and corruption 
individuals, weighed in the balance and found wantir 
has not in the least impaired our faith in the integrity a 
honesty of purpose of the Executive, diminished our cor 
dence in the patriotism of the Administration, nor create( 
doubt as to the final and favorable termination of our p. 
sent difficulties. 
RESOLVED: That the patriotic volunteers, about leavi 
our midst, to join in the active service of our country, 
ceive the fullest approbation and best wishes of the G 
sanville National Union League. May the God of truth, ri~ 
and justice go with and sustain them in the performancE 
their duty, battling for the cause of universal freedom ." 

"The Committee appointed for the purpose report 
one hundred and forty-four members, which speaks V\ 

for our preCinct of less than two hundred voters. 
"The Committee on the Sanitary Fund were not p 

pared to report-though I am told that some parties he 
the list with one hundred dollars each. The Hon. D . La 
being called upon, delivered a very handsome and patr 
tic speech. The League then adjourned to meet the nl 
Saturday, when Delegates to the County Convention \ 
be elected ." 

"FIDE~ 

WAGON ROAD: "The season for the usual meeting of 
Marysville and Beckwith (Beckwourth) Pass Turnp 
Road Company is now at hand. and we hope to see a 
surrection of interest manifested for the completion of , 
road . The present organization was made a year ago ' 
29th .9C!y of this month . The work then contemplated for ' 
year has not been fully completed, but we believe 1/1 

proper exertions on the part of those who have the objec 
heart the work will be finished. Let the stockholders me. 
new and vigorous efforts and the work will go ahead ." 

LOVERS OF WIT, FUN AND FROLIC are reminded t~ 
Lee, Worrel and Sebastian's great Circus will be in tm 
next Monday evening. They perform at Howland Flat Satl 
day and Sunday evenings . Of course, everybody will go 
see them. Mr. Alexander, their advance agent, is a numt 
one businessman. 

AUCTION: "Emanuel is holding an auction every eveni 
at his store in Alturas Block. His large stock of clothino 
rapidly disappearing . 

"Pay your State Poll Tax before the 1st of August a 
save a dollar. See Collector Carter's notice ." 

NEWS FROM LA PORTE 

M. M. 7-25-63: NEW DIGGINGS: "G. F. Reid and other: 
this town have been prospecting on the south fork of 
Feather River in Little Grass Valley and have found gc 
prospects. They have taken up extensive claims on 
stream, are now engaged in putting in flumes, and if It 
present expectations are realized , have a good sease 
work before them from now until the setting in of Win 
Another company, prospecting a hill-side at Grass Vall 
have struck good looking gravel, but no 'color' as yet." 

HOLLAND AND WHEELER'S EXPRESS: "C . H. Morle) 
Marysville has sold his interest in Holland, Morley c 
Company's Express to S. Wheeler, and the name of 
new firm will be HOLLAND AND WHEELER. Mr. Wheele 
a popular businessman, who has a host of good frier 
that will be pleased to learn of his connection with the : 
press. Our old friend, Holland, remains senior partnel 
the firm - a sufficient guarantee that the business I 

trusted to the company will be attended to in a faithful a 
gentlemanly manner. The old firm has our acknowle( 
ments for a long list of favors." 
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Port Wine School in the 1890's, 
Courtesy of Mrs. Jessie Modglin. 
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View of the Diggings at Port Wine, Shown are two layers of "Cap Rock", Photo: 1890's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Jessie Modglin. 
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The School at Port Wine. Photo: Early 1900's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. JessieModqlin. 

Group of snowshoe men of La Porte. Photo: Early 1900's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Jessie Modglin. 
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PORT WINE 

"Quite a number of young men of this place have 
gone, and are about going, to the old diggings - going 
home to the East; and we hope they will return with all their 
bright anticipations gratified. We safely reckon on about a 
dozen new families here next year; and if the claims con
tinue paying as well for another season, there is no know
ing where the things will stop. Among others, we note the 
departure of Geo. Jones of the Eagle , Richard J. Lewis of 
the Monte Cristo Slope, Mr. Allen of the Golden Gate, and 
A. Kleckner of the firm of Kleckner Brothers. Their numer
ous friends wish them a pleasant trip, safe return, etc. 

"The woods in this vicinity , toward St. Louis, have been 
on fire for several weeks. 

ST. LOUIS 

"The town looks remarkably handsome. The stores, 
saloons and shops bear a neat and clean appearance, 
which denotes characteristics of comfort and cheerfulness 
among the population. The wide street, with its tall liberty 
pole in the centre, looks fine . (Wish we had such an 
emblem of patriotism as that staff in La Porte.) "The boys 
have fitted up a nice little gymnasium alongside of Smith's 
saloon. where they have thrown out the Union colors . We 
would advise them to take the institution indoors ere snow 
falls, as a free gymnasium is too beneficial an institution to 
be 'postponed on account of weather.' 

"Owing to the short water season. the mines have not 
paid as well as was anticipated ; yet St. Louis is as well off 
on that score as most of her neighbors. We have heard of 
two borthers here who have taken out ten thousand dollars 
from their claims this season. 

"W. Ford Thomas has sold out the P. O. Variety Store to 
John M. Lagan. an active and intelligent young man, who 
Will act as deputy postmaster until another appointment is 
made. Ford , we presume, has an eye toward his interest in 
the county clerkship at the coming election, and like an 
earnest candidate feels like working for the success of the 
ticket and cause he represents. Every Union man, whether 
a candidate or not, should feel it his duty to exert himself at 
this time , to aid in securing an overwhelming triumph at the 
fast approaching election ." 

OLIVE BRANCH ENCAMPMENT: No.9, I.O.O.F.: "The 
following officers were elected at the last regular meet
Ing: W. G. Long, CP.; M. Hitchman, H.P.; R. S. Carter, 
S.W.; H. Washington, Scribe; O. J . Shattuck, Treas. ; John 
W. Walls, J.W.; Trustees, Long, Carter and Washington. In
stallation will take place next Tuesday evening." 

GIBSONVILLE 

DEATH OF JERRY MC ATEE: "On Thursday afternoon, J. 
Mc Atee, a shoemaker of Newark, whL had been talking 
treason and insulting men for their Union principles, turned 
hiS abuse upon Mr. George Watson, calling him a d--
liar, etc . Mr. Watson informed him that he allowed no one 
to use such language toward him, whereupon Mc Atee 
added that he was a 'liar , and a G-d d--d liar'. Watson 
immediately resented the insult, and in the course of the 

.conflict hit his antagonist with his fist, causing him to fall 
backward, striking his head upon the sidewalk, producing 
a concussion, which caused a congestion of the brain, re
sulting in almost instant death. The affair occurred in front 
of the Alturas Saloon at about five o'clock P.M. Mc Atee 
was 42 years of age, a native of Virginia. he leaves a wife 
and five children, who reside in the town of Cascade, Iowa. 
Mr. Watson was the smaller man of the two, and is well 

known at Gibsonville and La Porte as an honorable and 
quiet citizen. A coroner's inquest was held by Justice John 
Jack, resulting in a verdict in accordance with the above 
statement. A post mortem examination was made by Dr. 
Bogart, who testified that the concussion from the Fall, and 
not the blow from the fist, was the immediate cause of 
death. The jury were decided that the testimony showed no 
evidence of Mr . Watson's intention to inflict serious injury 
upon the deceased. We are indebted to Mr. J. West of the 
Slate Creek House for the above facts ." 

COPPER: "We are indebted to Squire Burr of Gibsonville, 
for two specimens of virgin copper. One was washed out of 
the Levi Day tunnel at Gibsonville, and is a remarkably fine 
sample. This tunnel passes through the Gray Eagle lode, 
upon which the company is now engaged in sinking a 
shaft, having let a contract for sixty feet. The other speci
men is from Genessee Valley, Plumas County, and has the 
appearance of genuine copper. Copper are, resembling 
that of the Gray Eagle lode, has been discovered at Craig's 
Flat, a mile or so from Morristown-another evidence of a 
rich deposit of copper through this upper range. At Eag
leville, quite an excitement has been created by the dis
covery of rich indications. A San Francisco company re
cently came upon the ground, tested the ore, and located 
some 2.800 feet, promising to return and prosecute the 
work soon. If the people of that section but persevere in 
their work upon the gold , silver and copper veins already 
discovered, their promise of reward is great." 

HOWLAND FLAT 

STRUCK IT RICH: "The old California Company, on the 
south side of Table Mountain, opposite Howland Flat, have 
struck it at last. They have run in several feet over the chan
nel. They recently commenced sinking some distance 
from the end of the tunnel, and one day last week struck it 
rich, the gold, some of which we saw, being like that found 
on this side of the ridge. As high as twenty dollars to the 
pan, it is reported, has been taken out." 

SCHOOL APPORTIONMENT 

"In the semi-annual apportionment made June 25th, 
1863, the number of children, and the school districts of 
Sierra County entitled to apportionment, are as follows: Al
leghany, 100 children; Culver (Port Wine), 70; Downieville, 
161; Eureka, 52; Forest City, 69; Gibsonville, 61; 
Goodyear's, 52; La Porte, 86; St. Louis, 28; Table Rock 
(Howland Flat) 61-a total of 760 children at 88 cents 
each . The total number of children reported in the State as 
entitled to apportionment is 72,297. At 88 cents each the 
total apportionment is $63,621.36." 

. .... .. . .. ... . .. .. . . ... . ....... . . .. ... .. . .................. . .... .. .. . . .... . ... ...... .. ... . 


NEWS FROM GIBSONVILLE 

M.M. 3-7-63: TRIALS OF YE BUTCHERS AND STAGE 
DRIVERS: "Freshmeat became a scarce article in the Gib
sonville and Newark markets last week, and many people 
kept Lent who were not conscientiously inclined that way. 
On Monday a large delegation of citizens from those 
places came down to La Porte to break the trail through, so 
that the butchers were afterwards able to drive in their fat 
beeves. If there are any men whom we sympathize with it is 
is stage drivers and market men. The trails in this section 
were never before known to be in such a difficult condition 
for travel as they were the first of the present week." 

325 


http:63,621.36


Group after a Grand Ball at Gibsonville in 1894. 
Courtesy of Mrs . Jessie Modglin. 

Member of the Native Sons Lodge of Gibsonville. Photo: Early 
1890's. Courtesy of Mrs . Jessie Modglin. 
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THE FOURTH OF JULY IN HOWLAND FLAT IN 1881 

Following is an account of the celebration in Howland 
Flat in observance of the Fourth of July in 1881 . It IS from 
The Mountain Messenger of July 9th of that year. 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

"The morning was cool and breezy, but toward noon 
the mercury slowly rose until it reached eighty degrees. 
Soon carriages and light wagons began to arrive from the 
neighboring villages, and the usually rather deserted 
st reets were crowded with throngs of pleasure-seekers, 
come to celebrate the 105th anniversary of American Inde
pendence. Far above the town, 'neath Table Rock, lay 
deep banks of snow as if to lend an air of variety and ro
mance to the scene. The main street, between Mc Far
land's Store and Cosker's Hotel, was tented with canvass, 
underneath which were arranged seats and the orator's 
stand. At eleven o'clock the procession formed, lead by J. 
S. Gould, Esq., Grand Marshall, and the Howland Flat 
Brass Band, and marched and counter-marched up and 
down main street to the Speaker's stand, where were had 
the literary and musical exercises. 

"After the apPOintment of the Vice Presidents, there 
was music by the Band-Yankee Doodle. Geo. W. Cox, 
Esq ., opened the meeting with a few appropriate re
0 1arks 'Today, 'neath these sunny skies, assembled here 
!o celebrate our National Anniversry , we mingle our tears of 
sorrow with those of the nation , over the dastardly assassi
nation of our beloved President.' He then introduced Miss 
Anna Wilkinson of Howland Flat, who most creditably read 
that immortal document-the Declaration of Indepen
dence. More music by the Band , after which J. H . Thorp , 
Esq. , the Orator of the Day, delivered an able and eloquent 
address, that was frequently applauded. Music by the 
Band . Then there were humorous, patriotic and sentimen
tal declamations by Alonzo G . McFarland, and the exer
cises conc luded with music by the Band . 

" In the afternoon the 'Horribles' paraded the streets, 
and danced their war dances . Near evening anvils were 
fired and the Band entertained us with choice selections. 
The 'dances at White 's and Haley's Halls were well at
tended. Elias Squier, of Gibsonville, J . C. Chamberlain and 
L. Goza of La Porte, and J. Z . Hough, of Howland Flat fur
nished the music and calling. The supper at Mrs. Cosker's 
Hotel, was complete in every respect, and afforded gen
eral sa tisfaction . 

"The Celebration was gotten up by the Howland Flat 
Brass Band, John Poivers, Leader, and was a success in 
every particular. This Band has only been organized for the 
past six weeks , under the instruction of Elias Squier, and 
for the limited practice, had remarkable proficiency . Ice 
Cream was sold and liberally patronized . The saloons and 
hotels did a land-office business, and all of the visitors ap
peared to be well satisfied with the National Jubilee at this 
elevated region amidst the clouds ." 

July 5th, 1881 D. 

A HARD TRIP FROM DOWNIEVILLE TO HOWLAND 
FLAT 

M.M. 2-1-1908: "Michael Sinnott Sr., and Michael Sinnott 
Jr., and Miss Annie Sinnott, left for Howland Flat last Sun
day afternoon on hearing of the death of Thomas Costelle 
who was caved on at the Bellevue Mine last Saturday , he 
being a son-in-law of Mr . Sinnott. It was a rough trip for 
them. especially for the elder Mr. Sinnott who is about 82 

years old. Over half of the trip was made on snowshoes, 
and they reached there the same evening, a distance of 
about 20 miles." 

M.M. 2-15-1 908: "Father O'Reilly and Michael Sinnott Jr. 
returned from Howland Flat Saturday. They report having 
had a very rough trip . The snow is about 6 feet deep at the 
Flat . Joe Meyer met them with horses at James Brady's 
cabin on the North Fork about nine miles from town ." 

ABOUT THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER 

In the following article to The Mountain Messenger, 
submitted by B. W Barnes of La Porte , there is considera
ble information about the early hi story of The Messenger. 
The article appeared in the issue of May 20th of 1893. The 
reader is referred to the author's book: DOWNIEVILLE, 
GOLD TOWN ON THE YUBA, which is Volume I of his 
series of books on the history of Sierra County, for a more 
complete history of this famous newspaper of Sierra 
County. 

E. K. DOWNER, ESQ. : 

Dear Sir: 

"Your last letter of the third ins!. reached me last night 
and I have to acknowledge lowe you an apology for not 
answering one of a prior date. In such cases I have always 
found it best to tell the truth, which is that at the time it came, 
asking me to give you an item of the early history of The 
Messenger. I was quite unwell, and, withal. very busy m ak
ing out legal papers, and only took a glance at your letter-:
then laid it aside and the subject matter was forgotten until 
the receipt of your second, as above stated 

" I will now give you such particulars of the birth and in
fancy of The MESSENGER as I can readily call to mind , and 
promise at some future time to give you a more detailed 
history of that one of the very best of our mountain papers. 

"I came to La Porte (when called Rabbit Creek) in Dec. 
1854. At that time there was a little paper called the TRUM
PET, published at Gibsonville-just at what time it started I 
cannot say that I ever did know-but it was s tarted by a 
man by the name of Alfred Helm who was afterwards 
elected County Clerk of Sierra County. and finally removed 
to the State of Nevada, and was for many years Clerk of the 
Supreme Court of tha t Sta te. and I think, is now living at 
Carson . At the time there was a man by the name of John K. 
Lovejoy, cousin of the noted Owne Lovejoy, who was one 
of the original abolitionists of Illinois, and was killed by a 
political mob in that State in 1845. He had something to do 
with the littleTrumpet, but left it and started a paper in 
Quincy . Did not stay there long when he sold out and went 
into the State of Nevada where he died many years ago. 
The next year, 1855, La Porte began to show signs of being 
a big town, and two men by the name of Head and Myers 
bought the little paper and moved to this place (La Porte) 
and gave it the name it now b ears, and I am certain that the 
first number of the paper , under its new name, was issued 
from this place, either in the mont h of August or Sep
tember, 1855. I am aware that this does not agree with 
other statements tha t have been made as to time and 
place. But I know that I am not mistaken as to the year, and 
do not believe I am as to the month . The paper was run by 
the firm without c hange of ownerShip , I think, till about 1858 
or 1859 when the firm c hanged to W S. Byrne and A T. 
Dewey. now of the MINING AND SC IENTIFIC PRESS. The 
Head above referred to was one of the original founders o f 
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the old Sacramento Union, and died long ago. Myers went 
to Virgina City and became rich, but I have not h~ard of him 
for many years. Up to the time Mr. Vaughn took editorial 
charge of the paper in 1863, it had been in the hands of 
many persons, and among them Charlton Seabury and 

. Parvin, on the former of whom ·a pretty good joke was 
played in 1856. Charlton was somewhat superficial in gen
eral knowledge, but very egotistical. A lady by the name of 
Baker was staying here for the Summer of 1856. She was 
highly educated and a lady of culture, and quite a poet 
and, having plenty of time to spare, she wrote a poem and 
sent it to The Messenger for publication. Charlton refused 
to publish it lJut wrote a polite note encouraging her to try 
again. She sized her man and copied one of Tennyson's 
best, and went in person to the office which was just across 
the street from the hotel where she was stopping. Charlton 
looked it over very knowingly and suggested many 
changes when he thought it would do to publish . Of 
course, it was not published but the joke got out all the 
same. In 1864 The MESSENGER made another move, and 
since then you know more of its historY than I can tell you. 

"I have now written more than I expected to when I 
started in , and hope you will get it in time. But I cannot close 
without saying a few good words for my dear old friend 
Vaughn whom I have known since 1861. God bless him I I 
hope he may do well wherever he goes. How he will be 
missed by the readers of The MESSENGER, and no doubt, 
by his old partners tool Wishing The MESSENGER, very 
many more years of prosperity I will subscribe myself its 
old friend and occasional correspondent since 1855." 

B. W . BARNES 

ABOUTJUDGETHOMASE.HAYDON 

Information in the following article about Judge 
Thomas E. Haydon, who was a prominent citizen of the 
"Over North" country of Sierra County in the middle 1850's, 
was made available to the author through the courtesy of 
Mr. Don Halderman who is a great grandson of Judge 
Haydon . 

The book: A History of Nevada, by Davis, published in 
1902, contains more about Judge Haydon. 

Judge Thomas E. Haydon was for several years the 
proprietor of the Slate Creek House w ith P. O . Hundley. In 
1854 he was nominated by both Whigs and Democrats for 
Justice of the Peace, was elected and held court on alter
nate weeks at Gibsonville and La Porte in Sierra County. In 
1855 he and Hon. P. O . Hundley formed a law partnership 
in Plumas County, which continued until 1861. In 1861 
Judge Haydon went to Carson City, Nevada, and prac
ticed until 1868, when he cast his lot with the newly estab
lished town of Reno, where he made his home for many 
years. 

Judge Haydon was born in Bardstown, Kentucky in 
1826 and was educated in St. Joseph College, Bardstown. 

. ..... .. .. . ...... .... .. .. .. . . . .... . .... . . . . . . .. ... . . ...... .. .. . . . ... . . ... .. 


ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS ABOUT 

SOME OF THE TOWNS OF THE "OVER 


NORTH" COUNTRY OF SIERRA COUNTY. 


Following are articles and news itemS about several of 
the towns of the "Over North" country of Sierra County from 

issues of The Mountain Messenger (M M.) from 1862 . 
the 1890's: 

M.M.6-28-62: AN AFFRAY AT EUREKA CITY 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
A serious affray occurred here Wednesday afterno 

24th instant, about si x o 'clock, between Jerome T. Tot 
and John Lazenby (Blackhawk), in which the fJrmer v 
dangerously shot near the right nipple of the right brei 
and Mr. H. Bliss received a ball in the scalp, injuring 
scull to some extent. The difficulty occurred in 
wise: Blackhawk was passillg the St. Lawrence Hall v 
two public women, where Totten and some others w 
standing. Some badenage was passed, which was 
lowed by insults to the women, and Blackhawk drew 
pistol. Totten went into the saloon and Hawk passed ale 
to Alleman's . Totten followed in a few moments with a r 
tol, and on entering the barb'3r shop adjoining Allemal 
the firing commenced, and continued in the shop, A 
man's and in the street, each firing four or five shots c 
marvellously short range. 

Hawk received no injury excepting the blackenin~ 
his face by powder. Public opinion clears him of any cri 
nality in the affair. Mr. Bliss was standing on the sidev 
and was struck by a ball that came through the window. 
was attended by Dr. Kibbe, who pronounces the WOL 

not dangerous. Bill Rafferty was struck by a ball on 
thing, which merely broke through his pants and drawE 
disc616ring the skin. Totten is in intense pain , and i 
doubtful if he lives twenty-four hours; the ball has not b( 
found; Dr. Aiken is attend ing him. 

A very bitter feeling has existed between the pari 
for two or three years, and this affray has been expected 
a long while by those acquainted with them. 

G.w 

M.M. 5-23-63: NEWS FROM GIBSONVILLE AND 
NEWARK 

Having taken a stroll through Gibsor'lville and New; 
for the past few days, I will take the trouble to give you 
impressions of matters here in general. The people in thE 
towns appear, just at thi s time, to be enjoying more hap 
ness than usually falls to be the lot of poor mortals 
California. Well they may, for, at no previous time have 1 

mines in this vicinity paid so generally as during the p 
sent season . There is a scarcity of mining items whi 
would be of interest to the general reader, and \ might Sl 
up all the mining news as follows: Wherever a tunnel t 
reached the basin, or gravel deposit, it is paying well. 1 
owners here certainly well deserve their success, fa, 
more sober and industrious class of men cannot be fou 
in the State. No person is idle here, and that species 
genus homo termed loafer is not known in this townshi~ 
is said that for several weeks past but one man has be 
seen in Newark under the influence of "red eye", and II 
he has been compelled to leave an adjoining town for a t 
frequent repetition of the same offense. This place ml 
have had a different population in former years to obtain 
it the unuphonious name of Whisky Diggings. 

Dr. Porter, a few days ago, sold his claim near New~ 
for the nice little sum of $19 ,000. He reserved the dirt whi 
is already out , from which he expec ts \0 obtain at lee 
$12 ,000. Washoe may beat this, but few other plac es Cc 
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Leaving the miners now in their tunnels, let us take a 
peep in and about the town. No great crowds on the 
streets, but this is a sure indication of prosperity. A nonpro
ductive class loafing on the streets add nothing to the 
wealth 01 a community. The hotel keepers appear to be 
doing a fine business. The landlords are not "fat" but they 
are very "Jolly", and appear to take a lively interest in the 
comlort of their guests. It is very difficult for a stranger in 
Gibsonville to determine whether he should pick his teeth 
in front of Hanley's, Brown's or Newton's. In Newark is a 
very fair house kept by A. Cook. What a splendid name 
"Mine Host" has for a landlord. Just the thing for a mountain 
hotel. No matter what may be the trouble in the culinary de
partment there is always A. Cook to arrange the table to the 
entire satisfaction of the boarders. But I must not talk too 
much about hotels lest some one may suspect me for 
being a gormand. If you want something else, just before 
breakfast, to give you an appetite, you will find on the oppo
site side of the street A . Grant. Not a Spanish or Mexican 
grant but a genuine Yankee of that name who will grant you 
anything you want at reasonable rates. II he is around, 
there will be a gnat (Nat Mullen) that will give you a "nip", 
but no t the same kind of a nip you will get from an insect of 
the same name. Not designing to furnish a directory, I will 
on ly mention the more important business 01 these two 
towns. No mountain town can boast 01 a better supply of 
groceries and dry-goods than can Gibsonville and 
Newark. In the former place Newhouse and Scheeline, 
Gottig and Shoeman. B. Joseph and Company are well 
supplied with everything in their line. In Newark, A. Bona, 
Chandler, and Gentile and Shoeman, all have business es
tablishments which would do credit to larger towns. 

Every person here appears to be anxious for the com
pletion of the La Porte and Beckwourth pass wagon road. 
Mr. Jennings started lor Jamison Creek today lor the pur
pose 01 commencing operations. This is one of the best 
routes across the mountains, and all who are able, ought to 
lend some aid to the completion of this great thoroughfare 
to the silver region beyond the summit. 

Captain Whannel's Sergeant has been very success
ful in this vicinity, having obtained five volunteers for Uncle 
Sam's service, as follows: W. W. Owens, Samuel Hole, Is
rael Roll, Henry Carpenter and George Smith. These men 
are of the right stripe for the army. They are men who fully 
appreciate the imr;ortance of the duty they have volun
teered to perform; and I don't believe it would be very safe 
to speak of them as "hirelings" in the presence of anyone 
of them. If Capt. Whannell's company is entirely composed 
of such men as have gone from North Sierra, it will be an or
nament to the army. 

M.M. 5-23-63: NEWS FROM GIBSONVILLE ABOUT A 
UNION LEAGUE 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 

As Secretary of the Gibsonville National Union 
League, organized last Saturday evening, I am instructed 
to forward to you a copy of the preamble and resolutions 
constituting the basis of our organization, which is as fol
lows: 

Whereas, a crisis has arisen in our country wherein the 
integrity of the Nation is assailed and the principles of Lib
erty and Equal Rights threatened, the result of which will 
determine the perpetuity of our Free Republican Institu
tions, and the capacity of the People to govern themselves; 
or their final and fatal destruction, rolling back the wheels of 
progress and reestablishing the old odious doctrine of the 

Divine Right of Kings to rule; and whereas the traitors in this 
State, being thoroughly organized as Knights of the Gold
en Circle, are rendering the rebellion all the moral support 
and material aid in their power, and plotting secretly 
against the Government and the peace and welfare of this 
State, we believe the emergency requires that all loyal citi
zens should unite in counteracting their dastardly designs 
and pernicious influence; and that organization is neces
sary to secure concert of action; therefore, Resolved : That 
we, the undersigned citizens of the United States, hereby 
associate ourselves together under the name and title of 
GIBSONVILLE NATIONAL UNION LEAGUE, making and 
endorsing the following: 

PLEDGE 

Without contemplating consequences before High 
Heaven, and in the face of our country's foes, we swear 
fidelity to the land of our liberty and love, pledging ourse
lves to uphold and support the Administration charged 
with the fearful responsibility of guarding the Constitution, 
preserving the Union and executing the laws; that we will 
defend the public property, aid in putting down treason 
and rebellion; determining all those who either directly or 
indirectly give aid , moral or material, to this most outrage
ous assault upon our Government and the principle of free
dom and equal rights. 

The League was organized in due form. Mr. Charles 
Burr was elected President ; Messrs. Winchel , Merrill and 
David Grush, Vice Presidents; Wm. · Kimball, Secretary 
Some fifty citizens joined during the evening and we ex
pect soon to number upwards of 100 members. A Commit
tee was appointed to collect funds for the Sanitary Com
mission, also. and I hope next week to be able to report a 
handsome contribution. The League adjourned to meet 
again next Saturday evening. 

Gibsonville, May 18th, 1863. WILLIAM KIMBALL 

M.M.7-5-62: LA PORTE NEWS 

EARTHQUAKE SHOCK: A severe shock of earthquake 
was felt here last Wednesday at about 5 o'clock in the after
noon, the oscillations being from south-west to north-east. 
Persons from the surrounding country inform us that the 
shock was felt at various points. Hon. J . M. Cunnard felt it at 
Mooreville, Butte County, twelve miles from here. He was 
taking supper at the time, and the shock set the plates 
dancing on the table. Mr. Hart, of Whisky Diggings, informs 
us that he felt the shock while working in his tunnel, 1,800 
feet from the entrance. The earth trembled and the timber 
used as supports cratked, so that the miners thought the 
tunnel was about to cave in. 

MINING ACCIDENTS: We were sorry to learn that our quiet 
friend, Frank Nace, had his leg broken by the caving in of a 
bank at Secret Diggins, on Tuesday afternoon last. Dr. A. 
Jump, of SI. Louis , was called to set the fractured bone. We 
understand he is improving. Ed Wick, of Newark, has suf
fered the fracture of a collar bone, which was duly set by 
Dr. Porter of Hepsidam. We have noticed several others 
showing signs of rough usage in the mines, admonishing 
miners to be more careful of their limbs and lives. 

M.M.7-26-62: LA PORTE NEWS 

FIRE: Thursday night, a little after 12 o 'clock, the dwelling 
house of Mr. Kelly, situated in the north-east outskirts of 
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town, was totally destoryed by fire. It is supposed to have 
been the work of an incendiary, and strong suspicions are 
excited against a certain person . The flames blazed up 
fiercely for a time, and apprehensions were entertained 
that they might spread, but fortunately they were confined., 
to the premises where the fire originated. The family of Mr. 
Kelly being reduced to destitution by this misfortune - all 
they possessed having been burnt up - a subscription for 
their relief has been started. This disaster ought to be a 
warning to our citizens of the imperative necessity which 
exists for making provision for protection against fire . 

THE WAGON ROAD: A meeting of the stockholders of the 
Marysville and Beckworth Pass Turnpike Company was 
held at Creed Haymond's office on Monday evening last. A 
liberal subscription of stock, by residents upon the eastern 
portion of the route, was reported by Fred King , B. W. 
Barnes and L. A. Goza were appointed to solicit subscrip
tions in the lower country . It was ordered that Deputy 
County Surveyor Carter immediately proceed to sUNey the 
road. A meeting for permanant organization and election of 
officers will be held on Wednesday evening of next week. 
There is but little doubt that the remainder of the stock will 
be taken. Surveyor Carter commenced operations at 
Newark on Wednesday. The work is bound to go ahead. 

M.M. 5-2-63: 

NEWS FROM ST. LOUIS ABOUT SNOW-SHOE RACES 


EDITOR MESSENGER: 
As you are desirous of having all facts of local impor

tance, mining news, etc, I will give you an account of the 
late and very likely the last snow-shoe race of the season. 
Three members of the firm of Wolf and Company chal
lenged the members of the Pocahontas Company for 

,. . lager, some time ago. The race came off last Sunday on a'ru<I hill near little Table Rock; length of track over 300 feet. At 10 
o'clock A.M. a large crowd was assembled tosee how Ger
many would be conquered by Germans, and the word was; .Hi given to start. Mr . Jacob Wolf ran against Mr. George111 Gangloff of the Pocahontas Company for ten gallons of 
lager. The latter passed the stakes about 50 feet ahead of 
his antagonist. The next race should have been between 
Mr. M. Shindler and John Wilsdorf for ten gallons of lager; 
but Mr. Shindler being too much doped at the time, his 
place was taken by Mr. J. Wolf, who won this race. Mr. 
Wilsdorf falling when half way. The third race was between 

1ft 
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t I ' 	 Robert Winter and John Shram for ten gallons of lager. 
LL, 	 Winter fell when about half way and Shram also fell when 

near the stakes, but by wading through the snow on his 
short shoes, he came out victorious. In the meanwhile ten 
gallons of John Wolfe's dope in the shape of lager beer 
reached the hill, when almost all present doped their 
throats to their heart's content. This stuff appeared to be 
the best, for it was all used in no time. Mr. Ed. Danforth chal 
lenged Mr. H. Fink for 25 cents a side to try the difference of 
two kinds of dope. Danforth having the fastest shoes came 
out a few feet ahead. Afterwards Fink and Billy Bender ran 
also for 25 cents a side, Fink winning. Little Miss Charlotte 
Fey, only ten years old, and who by the way is very expert of 
snow-shoes, being on the ground to witness the fun, at the 
request of some of her friends, challenged Messrs. Fink 
and Michael Lamb for 25 cents a side, she using Michael 
Lamb's eleven-foot-Iong racing propellers doped with the 
celebrated St. Louis fast dope. She glided over the course 
like a fairy, guiding and managing her shoes well over 
snow drifts and holes, making the 300 feet in seven sec
onds, being at the rate of 2 minutes and 3 and 1fs seconds a 

mile, and passed the stakes gallantly each time ahead 
her competitors. She was cheered by the multitude, aft, 
which all dispersed, well pleased, to meet again at Jor 
Wolf's to use the other twenty gallons of his manufacturE 
dope, which proved, as far as I can learn, too fast for som 
Water having become plentiful, all companies are at wo 
now. 

St. Louis, April 28, 1863 
C.W.H. 

M.M. 5-23-63: A SHOCKING FIGHT AT ST. LOUIS 

Two miners working in an English company's claim 
got to sparring on Sunday last, and from that commenCE 
throwing stones at each other. One finally slipped from 
boulder and went down. While prostrate the other hit hi 
on the head with a pick. The injured man regained his foe 
ing and struck a blunt pick through his antagonist's bod 
entering at the breast, which killed him. It is reported 
have been a terrible fight, and one would naturally SUI 
pose that nothing but bad whisky stimulants could ha\ 
provoked it. 

M.M. 10-1-64: DR. ALEMBV JUMP OF ST. LOUIS T 
MOVE TO DOWNIEVILLE 

It is understood to be a settled matter that Dr. Alemt 
Jump of St. Louis, a gentleman well known in his professic 
and by extensive practice on the north side of the count 
having received the appointment of County Physician ar 
bought out Dr. Kibbe, will shortly remove to Downieville c 
a permanent place of residence. While we welcome him 
a new field, we are aware that his numerous friends in th 
locality (St. Louis) will hear this announcement with regrE 

Dr. Kibbe removes to Grass Valley, and by his depa 
ture Sierra County loses one of her most public spirited ci' 
zens, and the Union Cause one of its most able and earne 
supporters. 

M.M.12-20-62: MEETING OF ST. LoUIS LODGE, 
AND A.M. 

At a meeting of St. Louis Lodge, F. and A.M., hE 
Saturday, December 6th, the following persons WE 
elected officers for the ensuing year: Alex Macmillan, ' 
M.; Henry Jenkins, S.W.; Joseph Hathaway, J .W.; Jac 
Small, T. ; Chas. Ward, Sec'y; Geo. Black, S.D .; Wm . Pe 
dar, J.D.; and Chas. Fraler, Tyler. 

M.M. 8-15-63: GOOD PAVING GRAVEL AT HO 
LAND FLAT 

Local items are very scarce here. We passed away 
winter snow-shoeing and dancing two nights in a we 
and if your correspondent "0" had been here to attend ( 
of our sociables, I think he would have enjoyed himself. 
have had plenty of water here for three weeks past ane 
most everyone is busy at work. The prospects are gooe 
an average water season, and good returns from the An 
ican Mine are expected as the gravel looks well. In on' 
my communications I promised to give you a brief histor 
the mines above here on this ridge, which is as follows 

The Bunker Hill Mine, five miles above here, has b 
in operation for several years , and was first known as 
Democrat Company. It was very rich in spots, cau 
probably by a volcano coming up in the center of the cr 
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nel, scattering it badly. From one spot $60,000. was taken 
out, but after years of hard labor, and spending all of their 
money', they gave up, being unable to get away from the 
break. Company No.2 took hold of the mine with better re
sults, but still could not find the main channel, but with 
good pay most of the time . When almost on the point of 
success they sold out to some Los Angeles capitalists who 
two weeks ago, so I am informed, struck the lead, taking 
out over twenty dollars a day to the man, while running a 
main tunnel. Such is the miner's luck. Afterworking hard for 
years, under many disadvantages, capitalists come along 
and reap the larger portion of their golden harvest. 

M.M.9-29-85: NEWS FROM PORT WINE 

Most a ll the good timber is cut around Howland Flat. 
and is now being hauled from Port Wine . 

Mr. and Mrs. Thos . Fennimore. Mr. and Mrs. D. Moore, 
Misses lizzie Ross, Mamie Murey, Mr. Slingsby and Willie 
Fennimore started Saturday morning, Aug. 22d, for 
Mohawk Valley, Mrs . E. Jones, sister of Watkin and William 
Prosser, and her son. William of Stewardsville, Contra 
Costa Country. are here on a visit. 

Evan Loyd has returned from a vi s it to his relatives at 
Birchville near San Juan; and his cousin came with him. 

One of the Port Wine miners , while running out with a 
loaded car in Loyd's tunnel at Port Wine, being unaccus
tomed to that kind of work, made a miscue and the car 
jumped the track, tipping upward and completely blockad
ing him inside. Unable to remove the car he was obliged to 
wait until noon when, not putting in an appearance for din
ner, the Boys rescued him from his lonesome prison . 

Quite a number of men are working at the Queen drift 
mine. Good pay will soon be reached. The other mines 
hereabouts have done very well this season . 

The public school has been c losed for two weeks . 
Miss Anna Caya is slowly recovering from the sprain 

that she received six week ago while visiting the Pioneer 
tunnel. 

Everything is quiet at Wahoo . Messrs . Doray , O 'Neil 
and Copeland are working there. 

Mike Kelly has returned from Oroville where he was 
engaged in butchering last winter. He has been suffering 
from a severe billious attack, but is now recovering. 

Joseph Chamberlain, brother-in-law of M. Caya, died 
Aug. 2nd at Northampton, Mass., shortly after reaching his 
sister's residence, of asthma. He was a pioneer resident of 
Forest Ci ty and Downieville . 

A. J . Ball is hauling timbers from Port Wine to Howlanci 
Flat for the Empire ComjJany. 

M . Caya has a nice c?bbage garden near his hotel, as 
also has James Lewis . 

Deer are numerous around Port Wine this year. 
The business houses are: Cassidy's Butcher Shop, 

Caya and Lewis ' Hotels and Saloons. The Post Office is at 
Caya's 

D 

M.M. 9-5-85: ABOUT THE UNION COMPANY MINE 
NEAR GIBSONVILLE 

The Union Company are raising an air shaft, working 
three shifts. About 150 feet has been completed, with 250 
feet more to run, when drifting will be resumed . Water is 
very scarce, and there is just sufficient for prospecting . The 
gold yield this year has been quite large and profitable for 

its owners. A $1 ,500. timber contract is now being filled by 
T. Delahunty. Mr. Kahrs, who owns 13/16 of the Union claim, 
richly deserves the good fortune that has befallen him. 

M.M. 9-4-86: SOME NEWS FROM HOWLAND FLAT 

EDITOR MESSEI\JGER: 
The old California Tunnel Company have struck it a t 

last. After seven or eight years of prospecting they have 
found good paying gravel. They are undoubtedly on the fa
mous blue lead, and therefore must be on the road to for
tune. The gravel prospects as well as any that I ever saw in 
the front of the channel. Claims are rap id ly changing 
hands. Seven have been sold the past week. They sell at 
two thousand dollars and upwards; and if the indications 
con tinue good they will soon put on a full force of men. At 
present there are only ten or twelve men working . What few 
men we have here are all sound on the great national 
goose question. 

Yours , etc., HURAM 

M.M.8-15-63: NEWARK AND GIBSONVILLE 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
As times are dull for want of water, (the o ld s tory), and 

there is very little doing, you cannot expect to hear of rich 
"strikes" and large yields about here; but those companies 
who have water continue to turn out the metal in respecta
ble quantities, and keep up the well established reputation 
of the burg . And yet money is fearfully scarce; but then you 
know, Mr. Editor, that gold seldom makes us happy, and 
the good people hereabouts think likewise, and are seek
ing it in another channel, as the following statistics will 
show : 
SCHOOL CENSUS: Gibsonville and Newark. Total 
number of children in the district, 97; number between 4 
and 18 years of age, 50; of whom 24 are boys and 26 girls; 
number under 4 years of age, 47; number between 4 and 6 
years of age, 24 . Of the whole number, 60 were born in 
California. 

At the election for School Trustees, held on the 1st in
stant, the following persons were elected : Henry Starr for 
three years, John Corbett for two, and Joseph Hapgood for 
one. 
UNION CAUCUS: The boys had a lively time of it at the 
caucus Saturday evening . All was harmony. The following 
nominations were made for Township No.8. Justice of the 
Peace, Chas. Burr of Gibsonville and John Corbett of 
Newark; for Constable and Collector, C. C . Bangs of 
Newark; for Constable, G . Wilkins, Gibsonville. 

M.M. 1-2-64: HOWLAND FLAT 

THAT'S WHAT'S THE MATTER: SI. Louis, Pine Grove 
and Howland Flat will astonish the Bankers and the rest of 
mankind when they get the wherewith to wash the im
mense amount of dirt that is ready. We are informed by per
sons that know that the above places will spill out from 
$150,000 to $200,000 thi s winter and coming spring . We 
are a live community up this way. 

The Hiberia Company, at Howland Flat, will clean up 
$40,000. from the dirt they have ready to wash, and have 
plenty of the same sort in their diggings, which will be 
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brought to light as soon as possible. Their dump being full 
they have had to suspend operations for a time. Would like 
to own that claim. 

We notice that Mr. Goss at Howland Flat makes the 
kind of boot for winter wear. He has a variety of good stock 
constantly on hand and can suit his customers to a T. Give 
him a call. 

M.M. 12-15-77: DEATH BY DROWNING AT HOWLAND 
FLAT 

A sad accident happened at Howland Flat on Friday 
last by which an estimable young lady by the name of Mary 
Cosker, daughter of James Cosker, lost her life. It seems a 
number of school children were sliding upon the ice on a 
reservior, and among them was Mary Cosker and another 
young lady by the name of Callahan . During the play Miss 
Callahan broke through the ice and fell into the water. Miss 
Cosker, seeing her friend go down , rushed upon the ice to 
save her, and in this humane and praiseworthy endeavor 
lost her own life. One of the boys ran to town and gave the 
alarm, and help arriving, Miss Callahan was rescued, but 
Miss Cosker never rose to the surface after she sank. 
Search was immediately made for the body, but it was fully 
an hour before these efforts were successful. Every effort 
was made to resuscitate the drowned girl. Miss Cosker 
was only fourteen years old, and much beloved by all her 
friends and acquaintances. The bereaved parents have 
the sympathy of all. There can be no nobler way to die than 
in the effort to save the life of a fellow being, and this re
membrance of bright Mary Cosker will keep her memory 
forever green in the hearts of those who knew and love her. 

M.M.3-8-79: NEWS FROM MORRISTOWN 

EDITOR MESSENGER: 
Some little time has elapsed since I gave you any 

items from this place. I will, however, try again. You know 
how it is yourself up here in the snows of winter. The people 
house up the first snows that come, something after the 
fashion of squirrels, and do not get thawed out before the 
first of May, realizing which fact I presume you will excuse 
the delay, 

This noted mining burg, usually buried up with snow 
during the winter months, at an elevation of over 6,000 feet 
above the sea, though rather quiet just now, has bright 
prospects of a prosperous future, when the extension of 
the rich auriferous ancient river channel, part of which has 
been so profitably worked to and near Howland Flat, shall 
have been reached northeast up the ridge toward and 
through Mt. Fillmore. Lincoln and Virginia companies are in 
about 1,700 feet from daylight, 1,600 feet of which is an air
line, about two thirds of the distance being in hard, blasting 
rock, with two shifts of ten hours each they make 8 feet a 
week through what is evidently the rim . Soft bedrock or 
gravel overhead, and were obliged to temporary cease 
work for lack of funds , and afterwards were convinced that 
this new passage-way to the gold lead was the shortest 
and most practicable. It is believed with good reason that 
the extension of this rich auriferous ancient river lead, part 
of which has been worked by the Union, Pittsburg, Haw
keye, Monumental, Empire and Bonanza companies, con
tinues up to and through the ridge to Mt. Fillmore and the 
west branch of Canyon Creek. When this valuable mining 
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ground is fairly opened for thorough development, 
land Flat may once more have an erea of prosperi 
equaled in her past brilliant history. 

............................................... . ................... . 


M.M. 	 4-4-91: LITERARY CLUB PROGRAM 
GIBSONVILLE 

The Literary Club held their semi-monthly meetin 
Saturday, March 14th, and the weather being fine, I 
crowded house. This entertainment was pronounce 
most successful of any yet given by the Club. 

The following is the program: 
Roll Call .... (Each respond with a quotation) 
Instrumental Music ...... "Bridal Waltz" and "Com 

Schottisch", Elias Squier, cornet; Alice Em! 
organ ; Dora Emerton, violin; Mary Wolters, g 

Song ... "Between You and Me and the Gate 
..... Club 

Recitation ... "The Dutchman's Family" ..... F 
Barne 

Reading '" "Struggle with a Stove-Pipe": ... ~ 
Ski nnE 

Recitation .... "Sir John Moore" a parody ... . 
Squie 

Song ... "Sailing" ... Mary Wolters, Emma We 
and Dora Emerto 

Recitation ... "Kearney at Seven Pines " .... 
Emertc 

Reading .... "The Jiners" ... Mary Wolters 
Reading .... "Jim Wolfe and the Cats" ... Albert G 

. Song ... "Rooster in the Barn" .... The Club 
Recitation ...... "Rum's Maniac" ... Emma Wolters 
Reading .... "The Religious Card Player" ... I 

Emertor 
Recitation ..... "The Grumbler" .... Tanie Sutherla! 
Song ...... "Leaf from the Spray" ... Mary Wol 

Emma Wolters, Dora Emerto 
Recitation .. "Somebody's Darling" .. Josie Delah 
Recitation .... "Sunken Graves" ... Nellie Skinner 
Song and Dance .. (In costume) .. "Little Ab" .. TE 

Nave 
Recitation ... "Grandmother's Beaux" ... Marion f\ 
Recitation ... "Roll Call" ..... Mary Barnes 
Reading .. "She was too Fastidious" .. Emma Wol 
Song ..... "I Cannot Sing the Old Songs" ... The C 
Recitation .... "The Old Oaken Bucket" . a pare 

.... Arthur G( 
Recitation ... "The Tramp" .. Dora Emerton 
Recitation '" "MacLain's Child" ..... Mary Wolters 
Song .... . "Thou Art so Near and Yet So Far" ..... t-. 

Wolters, Emma Wolters, Dora Emerton 
Reading.. "The Weather Fiend" ... Alice Emertor. 
Recitation ..... "A New Hampshire Protest" ..... Or 

Squier 
Recitation ...... "The Little Gray Mouse" ...... Flore 

Delahunty 
Wandering Savoyards . . In Italian costume, Sor 

"Wandering Savoyards", "Italian Rowing SO! 
"Serenade" ... Mary Wolters , Nellie Skinner, .A 
Emerton, Emma Wolters , Dora Emerton 

Recitation ...... "John Burns of Gettysburg" ..... J 
Barrett 

Recitation .. "Women's Rights" ... Walter Delahun 
Recitation .. "Shopping" .... Seth Corbett 
Recitation .... "Dutch Version of Barbara Freitc 

....... Will Gillen 
Song ..... The Club 
After the entertainment was over the people repai 

to J. Brassel's where they all enjoyed a social dance. 
LAPSUS CAL) 



M.M.8-1S-91: HOWLAND FLAT NEWS 

This place is no exception to the general run so far as 
heat is concerned . There is one small patch of snow left 
under the protec ting shoulder of old Table Rock Mountain 
but its area vis ibly diminishes day by day, under the hot 
rays of analmost vertical sun . Contrast this broiling heat 
with from five to twenty feet of snow, the usual winter sup
ply, and when you are asked to admire our delightful cli
mate - best in the world, sir, do so promptly and without 
any mental reservations to speak of. 

For some reason the usual crowd of vegetable 
peddlers have not visited us this year, hence I am moved to 
remark that a wise Providence looks after its own - some
times . 

Running through thi s section of country are to be seen 
numerous quartz stringers , of varying widths, which are 
generally considered barren and worthless. This is not al
together the case, however, as some of them contain free 
gold, possibly in paying quantities if systematically looked 
after. Cox and Downer have a very promising claim of this 
character , near here. In a very quiet way several thousand 
dollars have been taken out. I was shown by Mr. Cox about 
a ton of this spec iment rock , some of which was exceed
ingly rich. The owners are pushing the work of develop
ment as rapidly as possible, and I was informed that three 
good chimneys had been discovered within a distance of 
six hundred feet . Some quartz prospector from the lower 
country has C. W. Hendel surveying and locating a quartz 
ledge at Chandlerville . The recent developments made by 
Cox and Company has c reated quite a quartz excitement 
in thi s section. 

The Midas drift mine has been an assessment mine up 
to this time . Much work has been done, and tunnels and 
gangways driven, but without finding the gravel rich 
enough to pay a profit. Very recent developments seem to 
warrant the conclusion that the main tunnel has not yet 
·reached the pay channel, and the stockholders are now 
more hopeful. 

P. Carmichael runs the meat business in this section , 
and gives good meat and general satisfaction at the same 
time. •••••• There was a picnic on Table Rock on Sunday 
the 9th. In that elevated region winter has scarce yet done 
lingering in the lap of spring , and the early flowers of minor 
altitudes have but just fairly begun to blossom, although a 
northering sun long since consigned all their kindred near 
the homes of men to an oblivion of which there remains 
scarc e a rememberance .•• •••• The residents are getting 
in their winter wood , thus furnishing proof of the fact that all 
human beings move in cycles - ever ending, ever begin
ning . Thus we tread the weary round called life; and some 
of us enjoy it - or think we do, which is pretty much the 
same thing . ...... One evening while vi siting at the pleas
ant home of Mr. and Mrs. David Meikle, their daughters , 
Jessie and Belle, recited in a very pleasing manner, patrio
tic selections which they had rendered at the recent cele
bration of the natal day of their country....... I wish to ac
knowledge a pleasant dinner with Mr. and Mrs . John Goard 
of Potosi, and in the evening I was favored with some very 
sweet violin music by my host and his sister-in-law, Miss 
Rose Hellbach. . ..... John Goard recently fabricated a 
hay press for Rory McKensie, and with it baled over three 
tons of hay from the field of the latter below town .•••• •• F. 
X. Becker has had his hotel thoroughly repaired, refitted 
and painted throughout, as he also has the cozy lodging 
house acrOss the street. Mrs. Becker will leave August 10th 
for a visit to her friends in Placerville, Oakland (where her 
sister, Mrs . Henry White resides) , and San Francisco. Mrs. 
P. Carmichael and her daughter will have charge of the 
hotel during her absence.•••••• Miss Maud Sevey, of Dia

mond Springs , Plumas County, is viSiting Miss Becker. W . 
F. Schwering is working for D. M . Osborne and Company in 
San Francisco. 

WASHINGTON CICERO DOUD AND OWEN DOUD 

LETTERS FROM EUREKA NORTH 


The following three letters of Washington C . Doud , 
dated in 1864, and one letter of Owen Doud , dated in 1871 , 
written from Eureka North (Eureka or Eureka City) in Sierra 
County, are to the author through the courtesy of Mr. Jess 
Doud . W . C. Doud was a brother of Jess Doud's great 
grandfather, Stand ford Doud. 

The introductory memos about the letters are by Mr. 
Doud. 

MEMO: "The following three letters of Washington Cicero 
Doud were written to Standford Doud, a brother, from 
Eureka North, Sierra County, California in January and 
April of 1864. Washington Cicero Doud crossed the plains 
with his father, Col. Stanford Doud and his brother, and an 
uncle, Edward Doud, during the Gold Rush days of 1849. 
Col. Stanford Doud and his brother Edward returned to 
Marion County, Iowa around The Horn sometime after the 
1850 census was taken in EI Dorado County, California. 
Washington Doud remained in California and in time set
tled in Downieville, Sierra County, California where he in 
1876 purchased property on Piety Hill just above the pre
sen~ County Courthouse ." 

Jess Doud , July 6, 1981 

Eureka North , Sierra County, California 
January 21 st, A.D. 1864 
Mr. Stanford Doud 

Dear Brother: 

I shall drop you a few lines informing you and the Folks 
genarly (sic) that the folks in this part of the world are all well 
at present; and I hope that these lines will stimulate the writ
ing propensities of some of you relatives at home. This is 
the fourth letter since hearing from home, and more than 
likely the last, unless you, or some of you, do better in the 
future. The winter here is delightful at present , and has 
been so all the time, to date, as the ground is still bare. The 
general rule is a'bout seven, and from that, to ten feet of 
snow at this time of the year. This is an exception to all 
others during my experience in California, or at least this 
section of it. Stanford , this is certainly one of the most de
lightful climates under the Sun. All kinds of climates are to 
be found in California, at any time of the year, and more 
than that , we have none of your thunder and lightning 
storms which sometime make a man shake in his boots, in 
Old Iowa. 

Now write often and send word of Edward and Asbury 
so that I can write them. Give their address if known , Com
pany, Regiment and Division, and above all stand by our 
Noble and Illustrious President during this, our Country 's 
need . Let it not be said my Brother that you ever faltered in 
your duty to our Country, or our Noble Army, and your re
ward will be sure , in a peaceful here<;lfter. If any of our folks 
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are for peace with less than the entire Union, "Which God 
forbid", tell them for God's sake to never speak of it, for their 
doom will be as certain as was Arnold's or Burr's. They will 
be despised ar}d spat upon for all future time, which they 
would richly deserve. Stand firm for God, Liberty, Union, 
and Truth, and it is impossible that we shall lose the priole 
for which we contend. Standford, did you ever seriously 
contemplate what an aspect the Broken Fragments of our 
glorious Union would present in case of its success. If you 
have not I beseech you to do so, and then l.fear not the re
sult. Copperheads, or peace Democrats , "one and the 
same thing", ought to be kicked, cuffed, strangled, rode on 
rails, tarred and feathered and finally, have their Property 
Confiscated, and drove out of the Country for their Coun
try's good. You may say this is not liberty . I say, it is just the 
way that we shall have to preserve the Liberty which we 
have enjoyed from the foundation of this Glorious Repub
lic. 

The mail soon leaves and I shall have to close the des
ultory remarks , hoping to hear from you soon. 

I remain Respectively yours, Brother W C. Doud 

Eureka North , Sierra County , California 
April 2, 1864 

Mr . Stanford Doud: 

Dear Brother : 

I send you a few lines informing you of our continued 
good health and hope that may find you and friend s in the 
like condition . I have written several letters to you lately , the 
nature of which must have been distasteful If so speak out 
and I will let you rest. Although I have not one sentence, 
word, or thou g ht to modify, but on the other hand I could 
add much to what I have already said, and then my indig
nation against the aiders of the Rebellion would be Su ffi
cient to sink a French 44 . The past winter has been very 
hard on the mining interests of the State, as there has been 
no snow, and without that element we cannot expect water. 
Men here without money will see hard times before the re
turn of another water season . You need not get riled about 
my sending about this beautiful sheet of paper for I have a 
plenty of it left just like it , and as you will discover is com
posed of the colors of our National Ensign, it being Red, 
White and Blue . I have been devoting a part of my time the 
past two months to improvement in penmanship. How far I 
have succeeded you can best judge by compairing old let
ters with new ones, and I flatter myself that you will see a 
marked difference and it makes no difference whether 
back or forward hand. 

I have not much news to give you at this time so adieu 
for the present. 

Respectfully, W. C . Doud. 

Eureka North , Sierra County, California 
April 12, 1864 

Mr . Stanford Doud: 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

I send a few lines just to keep up communication and it 
is not a little vexing to know that you so seldom take hold of 
the pen. What is the matter? Have I ever injured you , if so, in 

what, tell me and I will make all Honorable amends in . 
power. Perhaps our political views differ, but it seem!': 
me, that is no just grounds for complaint. If you think diff 
ent, I cannot help it. One thing is very certain, I shall ne' 
be a Democ rat of the present school. No, no, nev 
never: rather be forsaken by Father, Sisters and BrothE 
than to have my name counted on that Infamous roll. D, 
troy my country and I see nothing left living for. Democr 
in California call all of our Army nothing but a set 
abolitionists, and Lincoln Hirelings. Now sire, are these 
word s of a Patriot? I ask you in soberness to answer. I 

you indeed willing to be blindly led by a crowd of Villi, 
and cowards, who thus style your Brother and Neph 
who risk their heart's blood in the Noble cause of our cc 
mon country. If you say yes, again I say no, no, never, 11\ 

be thus lost to self respect. You may reply that Atlar 
States differ from Pacific ; but it is essentially the same , 
erywhere. 

Read one of their Journals from any section, and ') 
will find it stuffed full of just such slandering lies. What de 
it mean? Just thi s. That they are coworkers of traitor Dav 
and Co.; and try to cloak their treacherous designs un, 
the plea of: "Oh we are the true Union Party". The Lord, 
liver us from such company henceforth and forever . n 
guilty souls will atone for it at some not very distant day. r 
well that will you. 

All VJeli and desire to be remembered to yourself E 

Family. 

Respectfully yours, W. C. Dc 

MEMO: "The following is a transcribed copy of a letter fr 
Owen Doud written to his sister , Susan Helen (Doud) G 
frey and her husband Edward Godfrey, from Sierra COUI 
California, in March of 1871. A transcribed copy of the 0 

inalletter was given to Jess Doud, the transcriber, by \IV 
Sanders, M. D . of Tucson, Arizona, April 13, 1959. 

Owen Doud was ill and under a doctor's care in S 
ramento City in December of 1868. In February of 1870 
wrote a letter to his sister and brother-in-law, but does 
give a location. He writes in part: "I have got my he, 
back. I am carrying mail over the mountains on snow she 
this winter. The route is twenty miles long making it h 
work in a snow storm. But I am tough and can stand 
(Memo by Jess Doud, July 1981) 

Eureka North, Sierra County 
March 10th, 1871 . 

Dear Brother and Sister: 

Your letter of the fourteenth has come to hand and 
with pleasure that I seat myself to answer it. You spea 
wanting to buy the land of mine. Well you can have it, t 
do not know what it is worth at the present time. That is 
reason I have not sold it before . I did not know how mu( 
was worth. You can write and let me know how much ' 
are willing to pay for it and I will give you an answer by 
return mail and also make out the Deed and send it to yc 
we agree on the price. My health is none of the best at 
present but it is improving I have had the mumps ; 
winter and a sprained ankle too but am feeling pretty \ 
now. 

Cicero and family are well and hearty . He is heal 
this winter than he has been s ince coming to the State, E 
his wife is as large a woman as mother was . I am glac 
hear that your family are all well but very sorry to hear I 
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Edward is so poorly. Times are not very good in this State at Give my love to all the Relatives and friends and re
the present but they might be worse. Wages are three dol serve a share for yourselves and family . Tell my namesake 
lars and fifty cts per day when there is work in the mines but that I want him to be a good boy . 
that is not more than four months in the year . I sent her two Yours truly, Owen Doud 
and she wrote to me that she did not get the first one and I P.S . When you write direct letters to Fir Cap Post Office,
have not heard from the last one that I sent. Sierra County, California, that being the name of our Post 

Office. 
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ABOUT THE SCOTT FAMILY AND 
THE TENNESSEE MINE 

Members of the Scott Family were for many years own
ers and operators of the Tennessee Mine near Poker Flat. 
The following accounts of part of the history of the Scott 
Family, many members of which were born at and made 
their homes at Poker Flat for many years, and of the history 
of the Tennessee Mine, are digests of two articles pre
pared by Mrs. Gladys Carrie Poor, the Scott Family part of 
the articles being from an article in the "History of Yuba and 
Sutter Counties", published by the Historic Record Com
pany, Los Angeles, 1924; and the latter part, i.e., the his
tory of the Tennessee Mine; being from notes made by 
Charles Scott Poor. The two fine articles appeared in the 
May 22nd and June 5th, 1981 issues of THE SIERRA 
BOOSTER a newspaper of Loyalton with Hal Wright as 

I !, 
I ' 

~t . H Editor and his wife Allene as Associate Editor. The SierraL li Booster, as of 1981, was in its thirty-third year of continuous 
' I publication with the Editors throughout that time being Mr.

i I and Mrs. Wright.n~ I i 
~ ' ,II The author here wishes to very much thank Mrs. 
Itl..!l Gladys Poor and Mary Scott for their generosity in permitI !
I ; ting him to prepare the following digests of the two fine arti 


cles and for the accompanying photographs. 

THE SCOTT FAMILY 

Charles R. Scott, Sr. was born in Edinburgh in Scot
land In 1824. He first came to California in 1847 on board a 
sailing vessel which stopped at San Francisco. He re
turned to Scotland where he attended a navigation school 
at Glasglow and became a first mate on a sailing brig. He 
returned to San Francisco in 1853 and soon after this sec
ond arrival left for the mines, locating in Butte County. In 
1856 he went to Poker Flat in Sierra County and there for 
several years spent the summers mining, coming down to 
Butte County in the winter. He became an American citizen 
and on September 5th of 1863 he married Miss Ellen Haley, 
the daughter of James and Annie Haley. There were three 
children of the Haley family, Mrs. Ellen Scott, Mrs. C, H. 
Dugan and Mrs. Amanda Brady. Charles p. Scott, a son of 
Charles Sr., and his wife, made their home at Poker Flat 
and there their children were born and reared, among the 
children being Mrs. Jean Quigley, James, Mrs. Belle Poor, 
Robert M., Walter, Annie, Ellen and Frances. Mr. Scott 
passed away on September 15th of 1900, aged 76, at his 
old home at Poker Flat. 

For many years following their father's death the sons 
were close associates in the businesses of mining and 
stock-raising, James Scott being the manager, with the 
brothers acquiring extensive holdings of land and cattle. 
They made the old Scott homestead at Poker Flat the sum
mer quarters for their stock and wintered the cattle at the 
Scott Ranch ten miles northeast of Brown's Valley. During 
the haying season the Scott Brothers put up as much as 
150 tons of choice hay, which was usually cared for by the 
youngest brother, Robert M. Scott. Robert M. married Miss 
Nettie Car.michael, in 1914, Nettie being a daughter of Peter 
L. and Lillie Carmichael, Peter being a prominent rancher 
of Yuba County, 

The Scott Brothers were for many years members of 
the Bangor Cattlemen's Association and the California Cat
tl~men's Association. "They were worthy descendents of 
plo~eer foreb~~rs, perpetuating a family name long as
sOCiated as Citizens of their community, working for the 
good of the many, as well as for individual success in life." 

•t 

THE TENNESSEE MINE 

The Tennessee Mine near Poker Flat was first locatf 
by Thomas C. Corlett in about 1870. He built a cabin al 
lived and worked at the mine with his family until abc 
1893. Corlett died in 1912, but with his wife passing aw 
several years earlier, his children were pretty much rais( 
by Ellen Haley Scott who was the wife of Charles' Ref 
Scott, Sr. 

About 1886 Charles Reed Scott and P. H. Dugan to 
up adjoining claims. When Corlett passed away tl 
daughter did not want to carryon the place and so Scc 
Peter Carmichael and James Carl Poor took over the C( 
lett claims. In 1912 and 1913 the men sank a shaft from ti 
surface 110 feet and from it ran a 200-foot drift, at the end 
which they sank an 80-foot shaft, where they encounten 
too much water to handle. The men then dropped dO'. 
Tennessee Canyon Ravine and began running a tunr 
which it was estimated had to be 1,529 feet long to end: 
feet below the bottom of the shaft. Work continued on tI 
tunnel until 1917 when the occurrence of World Wal 
stopped the operation. In succeeding years until abc 
1930 the mine was bonded a couple of times, but little we 
was done. In about 1931 the mine was leased to Char" 
Johnson, California's State Treasurer, with Robert M. SCt 
making the arrangements. 

Johnson ran the tunnel as far as the shaft, and at th 
point in.stead of running on further into the main ridge, ( 
rected the tunnel to the left at a right angle, which was co 
trary to the thinking of the Scotts and Poors. In early 19: 
the le.3s_e of Mr. Johnson and his son George was not r 
newed and the mine reverted to Carmichael, the SCOI 
and the Poors. In the Fall of 1936 the Poor Brothel 
Charles and Walter, and Walter Scott opened up The Te 
nessee, doing some repair work, leaving during the wintE 
They returned to the mine in early March of 1937 to find tt 
top story of the house caved in because of the heavy snc 
of the winter. They left, but returned in May and rebuilt It 
damaged building. The summer was spent cutting timb 
and lumber and in repairing 300 feet of the tunnel, Walt 
Scott joining them in July. A torrential r'ain in early D 
cember of the year did considerable damage, washing 0 
much of the road to the mine from Poker Flat, damaging It 
waste trestle and tearing out the water line. 

The men started to drive the tunnel ahead in Janua 
of 1938, beginning about 1,600 feet from the portal. Th( 
put up a raise of 106 feet after running 200 feet, but four 
no gravel with the bedrock pitching toward the face of It 
tunnel into the hill. The tunnel was run ahead another 1C 
feet at which point they put up another raise, which in abo 
45 feet reached gravel which contained considerab 
white quartz. A drift of about 40 feet was then run in tr 
same-direction as the tunnel, at which point the gravel we. 
found pinched out by a dike. Some pay was found in th 
gravel, but as the ground was broken the men decided' 
return to extending the tunnel through the dike, Throuc 
the dike in about 32 feet the bedrock got soft requiring tin 
bering for 400 feet. Another raise was put up, but in abo 
30 feet it got so wet that the men could not work. The nigl 
following the temporary cessation of work the tunn 
flooded and by morning about a foot of water was runnin 
out of the tunnel. Upon going back into the tunnel, the mE 
found that about 60 feet of the tunnel had been lost, with th 
entire tunnel needing to be cleaned. This happened in ME 
of 1941. 

The tunnel ran a stream of about 30 inches until the fi 
of the year, by which time it had slackened enough for t~ 
men to start cleaning out the tunnel. It required some dif 
cult and dangerous work to restore and retimber the tunn 
by the raise. For 50 feet beyond the raise to the face of tt 
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tunnel the men "double-timbered" the tunnel, putting sets At this time World War II occurred and again work at 
of timbers between the main sets. From here they started to the Tennessee ceased, Walter A. Poor enlisting in the U. S. 
drive the tunnel ahead. Prior to this extensive work of clean Navy in January of 1942. With Walter Poor gone and with 
ing out and repair the men had run a drift to the right of the the occurrence of a foot injury to Walter Scott, a heavy load 
main tunnel at 1,600 feet, the object being to top the shaft was put upon Charles Poor. It was considered advisable to 
which had been sunk in 1913. In about 35 feet a raise was cease work at The Tennessee. Also at this time the govern
put up from this drift and gravel found which contained ment declared mining to be a non-essential industry. The 
some coarse gold. Not being sure where the shaft was, be mine was closed down in the Fall of 1943. In subsequent 
cause the original survey notes made by G. W. Shultz had years, following the end of the War, the mine was leased, 
been lost, another survey was made by Ross Taylor. but no work of material consequence was carried out. 

... .... .... .. ......... .... ........ .... ........ .. ... .. ... .. -.. .. .......... ... ... .. .. .... .. . 


t 

l 
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Charles and Walter Poor whip-sawing lumber at the Tennes
see Mine. 
Photo.· Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. 
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" 

Bridge across Canyon Creek at Poker Flat. Children on Bridge are Charles and Walter Poor. 
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. 

House at Deadwood In which members of the Poor Family lived and where Walter Poor was born. 
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. 
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Cabin of Tom Corlett near Poker Flat Tennessee Mine near Poker Flat showing portal of tunnel. 
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. 
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The "Long House" at Poker Flat covered with Snow. Shown is Some of the Scott Cattle at Poker Flat, Scott Home on left. Cat
Mrs. Gladys Poor who was the only woman in the area of tle being rounded up before leaving for the Scott Ranch in 
Poker Flat at the time. Photo early 1938. Brown's Valley. 
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Gladys Poor. 
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Harry Mann and John Sanders Dredging on Slate Creek below On top of snow-covered Becker's Hotel at Howland Flat. 
the Bellevue Mine during the Summer of 1981. Photo: early 1900's. 

Courtesy of Mrs. Jessie Modglin. 

J. B. Lassiat at his Mine at Port Wine. Photo about 1912. Pack horses on a packing trip to one of the mines of the "Over 
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Sophie (Lassiat) Hill. North" area of Sierra County. 

Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Sophie (Lassiat) Hill. 
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THE LASSIAT FAMILY OF POKER FLAT 

The following is a digest of an article by Sophie and 
Rose Lassiat which oriQinally appeared in the May 1981 
issue of the Gold Mountain Record a publication of the 
Yuba Feather Historical Association, Inc. Members of the 
Lassiat Family were long-time residents of Poker Flat with 
John B. Lassiat, the father of Sophie, Rose and Claire, 
being for many years a prominent mining man of that early 
mining town of Northern Sierra County and of the vicinities. 

John Lassiat came to the United States from Alsace 
Lorraine, France , in the late 1880's soon settling in Poker 
Flat where he engaged in mining. There he married in 1893 
Rosalie Bettinger who was born at Poker Flat in 1872. 

Sophie was born in 1894 at the Excelsior Mine near 
Cedar Grove Ravine which is between Poker Flat and La 
Porte. Rose and Claire were born at Poker Flat. Following 
graduation from Heald.'s Business College, Sophie worked 
for several years in the U. S. Steamboat inspection Service 
and for Alameda County for fifteen years since their retire
ment the Hills have spent the summers at their home in La 
Porte where the author has had the pleasure of frequent 
visits with them. 

Rose was born in 1898 at Poker Flat. The family moved 
to Downieville in 1904, riding their family horse, Mr . Lassiat 
fashioning two little seats which fitted into saddle bags, 
and in which Rose and Claire rode, while Sophie rode in the 
saddle. The family resided in Downieville until 1914, when 
it moved to Oakland. In 1928 the Lassiats moved to the 
Lucky Hill Mine near Port Wine where they were joined by 
Carl Bettingerm, an uncle, and Stanley and Alex Cum
mings. Rose and Stanley were married in the Fall of 1928. 
The mining was carried on at Lucky Hill for many years, fi
nally closing in 1953. Following Stanley's death, Rose mar
ried Larry Thormond in 1974 who was a neighbor and old 
friend of the family. 

Claire was born at Poker Flat in 1901 . She married Her
bert Milan, who now, as of 1981, live in Mendocino. 

MEE FAMILY RECORD OF BIRTHS 

The following reproduction from a photostat of the re
cord of births of some early members of the Mee Family, 
which is to the author through the courtesy of Mr. John 
Hubert Mee, Jr., is of interest for Sierra County history for it 
contains the name of Laura Maria Mee who was born on the 
12th of July of 1855 at Spc;lnis....h Flat, which is about half a 
mile southeast of La Porte where there was a small settle
ment dating from the early 1850's. La Porte was a town 
from the early 1850's until 1866 of Sierra County, but which 
from that year on, because of a change of part of the 
boundary between Sierra and Plumas counties, has been 
a town of Plumas County. The reader is referred to Chapter 
9 of this book on the History of La Porte for several refer
ences to Spanish Flat. Laura Mee, it is believed, died at 
Spanish Flat on March 14th of 1856, before reaching her 
first birthday. 

The record contains the names of brothers and sisters 
of Laura Maria, one brother, John Hubert Mee, being the 
father of John Hubert Mee, Jr., who with other members of 
his wife's family, the Herbert Cheek Family, have for many 
years owned and resided for part of each year at a nice 
home in Downieville . 

John Hubert Mee Jr's. grandfather, James Mee, was 
born in Ireland in 1828. In 1850 he sailed aboard the bar

que Carthaginia, arriving in San Francisco on the 11 tr-, 
July. Soon after arrival he made his way to the region of ' 
"southern mines", where he remained for three years, t 
coming prosperous. In 1853 he returned to Ireland whl 
he shortly married Margaret Agnes Meagher. He tr
came back to California and re-engaged in mining, wh 
industry he pursued until 1857, in which year he went 
San Mateo County where he was in the live-stock busin( 
until 1860. He then went to San Francisco where he stud 
Law and was admitted to the Bar, with Law being his I 
time profession. 

While a resident of San Mateo County Mr. Mee v 
elected to the office of Justice of the Peace, serving v 
distinction. He was a man of public spirit, contributing 
erally to the support of worthy charities. He died in 189· 
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THE ANDRUSS HOTEL AT BRANDY CITY 

Ormond Baker Andruss, who was born in Orford , New 
Hampshire, came to California in the early 1860's, and 
soon after went to Brandy City. It appears that he moved for 
a time to Indian Hill , the place of another extensive hydrau
lic diggings across the canyon of the North Yuba southeast 
of Brandy City, for his name is found in the Great Register of 
Sierra County for 1866 in the names of those registered in 
the Indian Hill Precinct. 

He was the Proprietor of the Andruss Hotel at Brandy 
City from the early 1870's into the 1880's. The Mountain 
Messenger of March 5th of 1881 reported: "0. B . Andrew s 
at Brandy City continues to run one of the best hotels in the 
mountains ." (NOTE: The name should be O . B . Andruss. It 
is not uncommon to find names misspelled in early history 
accounts, especially in cases where the sounding of the 
name can be reasonably faithfully expressed by different 
spellings.) His wife, nee Mary Elizabeth Harding, taught 
school at one of the schools of Sierra County, probably a 
school in the western part of the county, for part of the 
1870-71 school year. 

The author in July of 1981 had the pleasure of meeting 
and talking w ith Mrs. Cora (And russ) Patyk, who is a great 
grand-daughter of Mr. Andruss, on the occasion of a visit 
by her to Downieville. 

E. S. Durtee with his pack train. He carried mail and parcel 
between Brandy City and Camptonville. Photo: About 19 
Courtesy of Erma L. Cassano. 

looking over the Bank of the Great Diggings at Brandy City. Julius Cassano: one of the crew that was repairingPhoto: About 1930. 
Hoosier Flume that supplied water to the Brandy City MCourtesy of Erma L. Cassano. Photo: About 1930. 
Courtesry of Erma L. Cassano. 
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Rooming house of the Brandy City Mine. Built in 1921 by Frank Godfrey and Julius Cassano. Photo: 1921. 
Courtesy o f Erma L. Cassano. 

Boarding house at Brandy City. Shown are L to R: Julius Cassano, Doris Durfee and Jim King. Photo: About 1930. 
Courtesy of Erma L. Cassano. 
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CARRYING THE MAIL ON SNOWSHOES BETWEEN 
LA PORTE AND NELSON POINT 

The following article of native interest about the carry
ing of mail on snowshoes in the rugged mountains of the 
Sierra Nevada is to the author through the courtesy of Mr. 
LeRoy J. Post. Mr. Post is La Porte's oldest native being 
born there 92 years ago (as of 1982). He is one of the most 
respected citizens of the community and remains a vigor
ous man whose daily work rivals that of a man many years 
his junior. Elsewhere in this book mention is made of the 
fact that Roy when a boy in La Porte, on the occasion of the 
great snowshoe races in the early 1900's , smoothed out 
the track near the finish line of the track when the racers 
after flashing through the "gate" used their snowshoe 
poles to "break" to a stop roughened it up. 

"The first winter I carried the mail from La Porte to Nel
son Point via Gibsonville and Onion Valley on snowshoes, 
I began o~ the 4th day of December of 1916 and continued 
until the 15th day of May, 1917. The distance between La 
Porte and Nelson Point is 21 miles by the road , but with 
snow on the ground I could take short cuts amounting to 
about 2 miles, thus making the distance traveled 19 miles. 
The total distance I traveled that winter was about 2,600 
miles . 

"I left La Porte at 7:30 A.M. and arrived at Gibsonville 
.at 10:00. There was a short stop there and then I went on to 
Onion Valley arriving there at noon, where I stopped for 45 
minutes , and then continued on to Nelson Point arriving 
there at 3 P.M. The mail was then delivered to Quincy with 
horses using a wagon or a sled. On the return trip I left Nel
son Point at 9:30 A.M., arrived at Onion Valley at noon, 
where I stopped for lunch, and then went on to Gibsonville 
and La Porte, arriving there at 5 P.M. The amount of mail 
carried was 12 to 151bs. each trip except for 3 or 4 trips just 
before Chinese New Years . There were 8 or 10 Chinese at 
Gibsonville and they would order a lot of supplies by Parcel 
Post for their celebration . During those trips I would have 
50 to 60 Ibs. of mail from La Porte to Gibsonville. 

"The Winter of 1916-1917 there was 19 feet of snow on 
the ground at Onion Valley. The second winter was quite 
different as I did not begin to carry the mail until the first 
week of February of.1 918. There was very little snow up 
until that time and the road was open to horses and wag
ons. I carried the mail until the 15th of May. The distance 
traveled that winter was about 1,775 miles. On one trip I left 
Nelson Point on the 6th of March for La Porte. There was a 
very rough snow storm at that time and it had snowed 
about 3 feet the night before and was still snowing that 
morning . About a mile north of Onion Valley the road runs at 
the base of Mt. Washington and during these bad 
snowstorms the wind blows over the top of the mountain 
depositing the snow in a huge drift which sometimes broke 
loose and started a snowslide·that swept across.the road . 

. "On this trip I was traveling this part of the road when 
the drift broke loose. The snowslide carried me down the 
mountainside about 100 yards where I landed on the top of 
the slide with the mail still on my back, but minus my snow
shoes and pole. I then had to wade in the snow to Onion 
Valley. There I borrowed a pair of snowshoes and con
tinued on to La Porte. The next Spring I found one of my 
snowshoes up in a tree about 35 feet above the ground. I 
never did find the other snowshoe or the pole. 

"On another trip I met a Chinaman wearing a grass 
coat and a grass hat. He was traveling from Gibsonville to 
Saw Pit Flat where a few of his countrymen were working. 
This day it was raining and it was foggy and the visibility 

poor. The Chinaman was crippled, having had bo·, 
legs broken in a mining accident. One leg was shor 
the other, resulting in him walking in a funny way. T 
tor had set and splinted his legs, but he could n( 
loosening the bandages . At that time the Chinese..,. 
wearing long ques, so in order to stop him from tar. 
with the bandages they hung his que over the hea 
bed and nailed it to the floor. "I had never seen 
wearing such rain clothes and seeing him hobblin 
on snowshoes had me guessing for a few minute~ 
was that was coming toward me. The snow was a 
feet deep at Onion Valley during the winter of 1917 

AN ARTICLE FROM AN INTERVIEW OF JOt 
MAC FARLANE CONDUCTED BY DICK O'ROU 

The following article, which is principally abou! 
of John Mac Farlane and work at the Feather Fork I 
from notes taken of a tape-recording Dick O'Rour~ 
Porte made of an interview with Mr. Mac Farlane in 
the home of Frank Reilly in La Porte. Mr. Mac Farlan· 
member of an old-time family of Poker Flat and Lc 
The author is very appreciative of the interest and gE 
ity of Mr. O'Rourke for the privilege of listening to It 
and being helped with the taking of notes from it . 

John O'Rourke, the grandfather of Dick, Bill c 
O'Rourke, Dick and Bill currently (1981) being resie 
La Porte and Clipper Mills respectively, came to L, 
from the State of New York as a singing and dane 
structor in the early 1880's. The O'Rourke boys' 
Cleve O'Rourke, was born in La Porte in the 1880's, 
he engaged in mining, beginning when he worked a 
of fourteen in the Fowler Hydraulic Diggings, which 
cated near Fowler Peak about four miles northwe~ 
Porte, airline distance. Dick has been a seasonal e 
ee of the Plumas National Forest, La Porte District, fo 
two years, retiring in early October of 1981. Member 
O'Rourke family have also been long-time resident: 
Mohawk Valley area of Plumas County, Len O'Rol 
brother of Cleve, being for several terms a membe. 
Board of Supervisors and then Treasurer of that Cal 

John Mac Farlane, who with his brothers Gi 
Macky founded the Feather Fork Mine, was born ir 
Flat in 1891, leaving there when he was three ye 
when the family moved to Bunker Hill above Pok, 
where his father worked in the mines. Prior to this rv 
Farlane's father had come to Sierra County in 1851 
to Alleghany in the southern part of the county, wI
mined. he went to Poker Flat in 1890 and then to C 
ville in 1894, at which time there were one hundr€ 
working at the Thistle Shaft Mine, the site of which i~ 
a mile southwest of Gibsonville. Here he and his bl 
worked in the mines as they did also in the mines 
Hopkins and Nelson Creeks areas, among them be 
Oro Fino Mine. It is of interest to note here the fact t 
battery of a 5-stamp mill erected in La Porte in July 0 

and which is to be dedicated to Cleve O'Rourke, V\ 

tained from the Hopkins Creek area . 
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At the age of fifteen Mr. Mac Farlane was working inlis 
the Bellevue Mine about two miles southwest of Gibsonn 
ville. At age nineteen he left the Gibsonville area and went 
to San Francisco where he enrolled in the engineering1st 

;till school. He returned to the area in 1912 settling in La Porte 
and with his brother Gilly started the Feather Fork Mine;J 
above Gibsonville. Here the Mac Farlanes spent the nexts 

ne 	 five years working the gravel of a rim of the ancient chan
nel. With World War I John enlisted in the service. After theng 

- it War the Mac Farlanes purchased a power drill and again 
began mining, sinking a shaft at the Feather Fork, and find2 

:>. II 	 ing gravel that ran $60 per cubic yard. In this five years of 
work the men worked one thousand feet of the channel and , took out $11'0,000. 

Some years later the mine was leased by the Mac Far
.-t- lanes to Mr. Giberson who was a Texas oil man, but the 

great promise of the mine did not materialize . In 1953 
Giberson gave up his lease and the mine reverted to John 
Mac Farlane. In 1975 Mr. Mac Farlane leased the mine to 
Jim Orr, a mining engineer who had been a Professor of 
Mining at the University of Alaska. As of 1981 Mr. Orr con
tinued to have the lease on the Feather Fork. Among com
paratively recent work at the mine has been the retimber
ing of the old shaft and extending it further into the channel. 
During the Summer of 1981 work progressed with the aim 
of finally preparing the mine for production. 

I Mr. Mac Farlane in the tape recording also described 
at how in 1912 he and his brothers and their men built a road 
~ from the crest of Gibsonville Ridge above Gibsonville to the 

\ , 
mine, and how they took their car, a Maxwell , to the mine 
that year and had to drag it out using two mules , and in the 
course of which operation the underside of the car , includ
ing the transmission and the differential, was torn out by the 
dragging over big boulders. He also described how in the 
early 1920's when the gravel was yielding $60.00 per cubiC 

te yard , he would, in the winter time, take the gold, amounting 
n- to from $6,000. to $8,000., on snowshoes toStwwberry 

Valley where it was taken in a car to the Mint in San Fran
cisco . Snow at the mine in 1922 was nineteen feet deep, 
solid packed . 

He also described more fully the particulars of the 
great discovery in those years, the shaft being at a depth of 
240 feet, with the pay-streak being from four to seven feet 

y- continuously above the bed-rock, and being so rich that 
1e "raw gold" could be seen in it everywhere. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM AN INTERVIEW 
WITH DICK O'ROURKE 

The following four paragraphs (a) through (d) are the 
results of notes taken from an interview the author had with 
Dick O'Rourke at La Porte in early October of 1981 . Mr.It, 
O 'Rourke is possessed of a wealth of reliable information

Jf about the La Porte area and the "Over North" region of 
Sierra County. 

,	 (a) ABOUT "CHICKEN THIEF": A Mongolian known as 
:n 	 "Chicken Thief" - a man much taller than the average 

man of his race - reference to whom is made in the ac
count of the history of Howland Flat in this book - lived for 

Ie 	 many years in his cabin in Sackett's Gulch about a mile 
'e 	 southwest of Howland Flat. "Chicken Thief" early de

veloped the inclination to pick up anything and everything 
he found unclaimed around Howland Flat and the VICinities 

)- and carrying them to his cabin which before the passage of 
many years became so full that one could hardly enter the 

cabin. Further acquisitions were desposited around the 
cabin so that the place came to resemble somewhat some 
modern flea markets . 

Some one, possibly thinking that he had some gold 
hidden in his cabin, in the late 1920's robbed him, in the ac
tion beating him up quite severely. "Chicken Thief" made 
his way witt! difficulty to La Porte following the beating, 
where in a few days he passed away. He was buried in the 
Chinese Cemetery of La Porte, the site of which is at the 
west end of the town and in which there are no markers on 
the graves. 

(b) ABOUT TOY KEE, A CHINAMAN OF THE SCALES 
AREA: Toy Kee was a much-respected Chinaman of the 
Scales area who was a frequent visitor at the home of the 
pioneer Livermore Family - which home for many years 
was also the Scales Post Office - where he would sing 
Chinese songs by the hour while waiting, along with others, 
for the stage from Strawberry Valley to arrive . 

On one occasion , wanting a cup of tea , he went into 
the kitchen of the Livermore home. There shortly followed 
quite a commotion accompanied by some words in 
Chinese which indicated great dissatisfaction with some
thing. It turned out that Toy Kee had found some Japanese 
tea and had thrown it out the window. Upon his next visit he 
brought some Chinese tea and it is said that from then on 
the Livermores were,never without an adequate supply of 
Chinese tea . 

(c) ABOUT THE "TELEGRAPH ROCK" ON CANYON 
CREEK NEAR SCALES: In the 1930's a White miner who 
had a claim on Canyon Creek below Scales insisted that 
there was a rock on the bank of the creek upon which he 
could stand and receive news not only of local happenings 
but of state and national events. When he was asked if he 
had heard the news about an event his reply always was 
that he had already received the information from the rock. 

(d) THE COURSE OF THE EARLY TRAIL FROM LA 
PORTE INTO MOHAWK VALLEY: Prior to the comple
tion of the construction of a wagon road from Marysville 
through La Porte , Jamison and Johnsville into Mohawk Val
ley where it connected with the Beckwourth Pass Road; 
and another road from La Porte via Yankee Hill to St. Louis, 
both in the middle 1860's, there was a trail from La Porte 
which led from that place to Mohawk Valley and from there 
by road through Beckwourth Pass to Carson City and other 
towns in the then-territory of Nevada. 

Following is the course of this early trail as described 
to the author by Dick O'Rourke: From La Porte the trail 
pretty much followed the course of the present, and also 
the route of the earlier road, to Howland Flat via the town of 
SI. Louis. The trail left the present road about one-half mile 
northeast of Sakett's Gulch, and then proceeded over 
Sugar Loaf, a small mountain between St. Louis and How
land Flat, and on around the east side of Howland Flat to 
cross Potosi Ravine between Howland Flat and Potosi 
the latter being a small settlement about one-half mile 

northeast of Howland Flat. The early trail then crossed the 
present road between Potosi and Whiskey Diggings, and 
then went around the west face of Mt. Fillmore. It then 
crossed the present road to Johnsville at its summit north
east of Gibsonville, then over Bluenose Ridge northeast of 
Gibsonville, crossed Nelson Creek and then on to pass 
over Mc Rae Ridge, down into Mc Rae Meadows, and from 
there pretty much along the course of the present road to 
Johnsville, and from there down into Mohawk Valley, 
where, as indicated, a connection was made with an early 
wagon road which led via Beckwourth Pass to towns in the 
Nevada Territory, including Carson City and Virginia City. 
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Traces of this early trail are still to be seen in the Mt. 
Fillmore area and in Frenchman Ravine which crosses the 
Johnsville Road about mid-way between Nelson Creek 
and Mc Rae Ridge . 

ITEMS OF RECENT HISTORY ABOUT LA PORTE 

THE LA PORTE GENERAL STORE 

In June of 1975, Steve Burroughs and his father, 
Charles, purchased the La Porte General Store from 
Truman Gould, a member of the pioneer Gould Family of 
the La Porte area, who had been the Proprietor for many 
years. Mr. Gould , following a fire in late December of 1967 
which entirely destroyed the store, constructed in 1968 the 
present fine building. Since July of 1978, at which time 
Steve purchased the interest of his father, Steve has been 
the Proprietor. 

Besides a wholly adequate supply of groceries the 
store has many items of hardware. The store is very impor
tant to the general area of La Porte, being the headquarters 
for supplies not only for the people of La Porte, but for those 
who vacation at Little Grass Valley Reservoir Recreation 
Area near La Porte, and for the appreciable number of 
those who have mining interests in the area. 

THE UNION HOTEL AT LA PORTE 

The original building at the location of the present im
posing structure of the Union Hotel of La Porte, which origi
nal building was erected , it is believed in 1855, was known 
for several years 'as the Kitt's Hotel. Following several 
changes of ownership and management through the 
years, Harold Thrash in 1967 became the owner of the 
hotel , renaming it the La Porte Hotel. In the early 1970's Mr. 
Brafford of Florida purchased the hotel from Mr. Thrash 
and did extensive remodeling, adding a large section to 
the ground floor with two fire-places, adding dormer rooms 
on the third floor, and ten rooms also on the third floor which 
were in addition to the already thirteen rooms on the sec
ond floor . All twenty-three rooms are outfitted with baths . 

In 1979 the ownership of the hotel reverted to Mr . 
Thrash and In May of the year Ms. Rachel Koehler purch
ased it from Mr. Thrash with the name being changed back 
to the Union Hotel. A steel-walled vault, which was origi
nally lined with brick, remains a very historic part of the 
building. The heavy iron doors of the original vault are still 
to be seen. 

THE GOLD COUN"rRY RESTAURANT OF LA PORTE 

After twenty years of very successful operation of the 
Rabbit Creek Resort Restaurant at the western end of La 
Porte by Mr. Russell Thrash, Mr. and Mrs. Harry C . Mann in 
September of 1978 purchased the building and business. 
The Manns added a residence at the rear of the Cafe and in 
the Spring of 1980 extended the Cafe building to have it 
become the La Porte Community Post Office, Mr. Mann 
being the Postmaster. In addition to the Restaurant and 
Post Office facilities the Manns also have an adjacent 
Trailer Court of six spaces. 

REILLY'S CAFE AND BAR AT LA PORTE 

Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Webb, who purchased Reilly 's 
Cafe and Bar in 1964 from Frank Reilly, who had estab
lished the business in 1945, have continued to be the prop
rietors of the popular restaurant and bar into the 1980's . 

BROWNS PURCHASE LA PORTE GENERAL ST 

In June of 1981 Gene and Carolyn Brown purc 
the La Porte General Store from Steve Burroughs w~ 
been its proprietor since 1975. The Browns are real 
to be a part of La Porte . Previous to coming to La Pori 
had been residents of Niles. Their nephew, Kenny I 
Rochester, State of Washington , who is interested 
grocery business, came to La Porte to assist the Brc 
the taking over the business . 

NEW SARSAPARELLA GAMING PALACE 

Marty uGu opened her new Sarsaparella G : 
Palace in La Porte on the south side of central Main 
in June of 1981 in a building which was built by her 
Mark Hanson in 1972. The Palace has a billiard tab 
pin-ball machines. It specializes in hand-crafted jf 
made by Marty, most of which is fashioned from loca 
Light lunches are also served at thE:: Palace . 

STAMP MILL DEDICATED 

On July 18th of 1981, on the occasion of the , 
gathering of members and initiates of the Frank 
Chapter of E Clampus Vitus, a stamp mill - a bat 
fiye_stamps complete with the bull wheel - was ded 
with appropriate ceremony . Guest of honor at the d 
tion was Frank Reilly for whom the Chapter is namE 
who is a popular and long-time resident of La Port 
mill was last used in 1912 at the Hawkins Mine in the \ 
of Hopkins Creek. Other parts of the mill were obtain{ 
in the future will, along with the battery, become a I 
the fine exhibit. The occasion also was a time 1 
ground-breaking for a planned Ciamper's Meetin 
which will be erected on a lot at the rear of the staml 

MINING IN SLATE CREEK 

Among those mining on Slate Creek during the 
.mer 011981 were John Sanders and Harry Mann. Th 
in 1976 purchased three claims on the creek in the \, 
of the early Bellevue Mine. The claims lie along the 
and in 1981 were being worked employing a 4-inch s 
dredge. The claims were originally located in 19 
Messrs. Doray and Doherty. 

YOUNG LIFE AT WOODLEAF 

About four miles northeast of Challenge on the 
lenge-to-La Porte road, is the impressively beautiful. 
lishment of Young Life, a non-denominational mini 
the high school age group. The property, which wa~ 
nally an early Wayside Hotel and Stage Stop, and the 
cessively a resort and the property of a lumber cor 
which erected a large mill became the property of . 
Life in 1965. A wooden plaque at the Hotel states tha 
building was originally erected in 1858 by Joseph 
using brick made on the site with native clay . The hot 
a favorite stage stop on the road to La Porte. Pre 
Ulysses S. Grant, entertainer Lotta Crabtree and Bta( 
were among visitors to stay at the luxuriously furr 
hotel during the 1800's ." 

348 




Iv 

in 

Building of Plumas County Road Maintenance Department at 
La Porte. Photo: July of 1981 . 

La Porte General Store. Photo: July of 1981 . 
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Reilly's Saloon and Cafe at La Porte. Photo: July of 1981. Sarsaparilla Gaming Palace of La Porte. Photo: July of 1981 . 
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SUMMARY HISTORIES OF SEVERAL OF THE 
SETTLEMENTS ON THE ROAD FROM 

CHALLENGE TO LA PORTE 

Though the following , which describes in summary 
fashion the histories of several of the communities on the 
road from Challenge to La Porte, does not relate intimately 
to Sierra County history, it was considered worthwhile in 
this Second Edition of my book: "OVER NORTH" IN 
SIERRA COUNTY to have something about the area for the 
reason that though La Porte, the northeast terminus town of 
the region, has long been a town of Plumas County, it was 
from 1852 until 1866 a town of Sierra County, and La Porte 
has intimate ties with all of the settlements along the road to 
Challenge. Hence this region from La Porte to Challenge, 
which lies partly in Yuba, Butte and Plumas counties, has 
this indirect relationship to Sierra County history. 

The following five articles are summaries of the follow
ing five accounts of the histories of several of the early 
towns on the route from Challenge Mills (or Challenge) to 
La Porte. The articles from which the following summaries 
were prepared originally appeared in The History of Yuba 
County, a Bicentennial Production, which was published in 
1976 by the Yuba County Historical Commission. The five 
articles with their authors are: "Challenge Mills" by Philip 
McDonald and Lona Lahore; "Woodleaf" by Rosemarie 
Mossinger; "History of Clipper Mills" by Florence Prater; 
"Strawberry Valley" by Mary Lish; and "La Porte, the End of 
the Road" by Marian O'Rourke. 

CHALLENGE MILLS 

By 1851 several well-established travel routes con
verged at or near Challenge, and within a year or two of that 
time, gold had been discovered at several places of the vi
cinity, among them Oro-Iewa Creek to the north, Little Ore
gon Creek to the southeast, Dry Creek on the southwest 
and Costa Creek to the west. One of the richest was Dry 
Creek which was given the name "ounce diggins" by early 
miners. Supplies for these early mines probably came from 
Brownsville which was distant only four miles. By the time 
of the Civil War most of the gold had been found and inter
est turned to other industries. 

Challenge as a village proper did not exist until 1862, 
in which year a small sawmill at Strawberry Valley was 
moved to Challenge, with the Union Lumber Company 
being the apparent owner. It was bought in 1874 by A. M. 
Leach. The mill prospered from the stage of initially operat
ing a single saw powerep by water, which cut about 1B,OOO 
board feet of lumber per day, to a mill which by 1879 cut 
40,000 board feet per day and which was powered by 
steam. From this fact of the presence of this sawmill the set
tlement became known as Challenge Mills. Leach ex
panded his operations to include the construction of a rail
road which eventually extended southeast about six miles, 
to a short-lived sawmill town of Beanville. During his more 
prosperous years Leach constructed a large V-shaped 
flume for transporting his lumber thirty miles to Moore's 
Station, a place now-named Honcut, near the railroad 
where there was a planing mill and a box factory. In 1870 
another large sawmill, known to be operated by the Union 
Lumber Company, was located southwest of Challenge 
about one and a half miles. 

Challenge as a village proper did not exist until 1862, 
in which year a small sawmill at Strawberry Valley was 
moved to Challenge, with the Union Lumber Company 
being the apparent owner . It was brought in 1874 by A. M. 

Leach. The mill prospered from the stage of initially ope 
ing a single saw powered by water , which cut about 18,( 
board feet of lumber per day, to a mill which by 1879 
40,000 board feet per day and which was powered 
steam. From this fact of the presence of this sawmill the: 
tlement became known as Challenge Mills. Leach 
panded his operations to include the construction of a I 

road which eventually extended southeast about six mi 
to a short-lived sawmill town of Beanville. During his rr 
prosperous years Leach constructed a large V-sha, 
flume for transporting his lumber thirty miles to Moo 
Station, a place now-named Honcut, near the railn 
where there was a planing mill and a box factory. In 1; 
another large sawmill, known to be operated by the Ur 
Lumber Company, was located southwest of Challel 
about one and a half miles. 

By the mid-1880's the main route of trade and trav( 
thp area passed through Challenge. J. W. Ribble in 1; 
erected the Challenge Hotel which was owned by him l 
1898, and then by Dr. Van Mole until 1914. A feature of 
activities of this famous hotel was a big New Year's Da' 
held in the big dormitory upstairs to which people we 
come from miles around, with old-time fiddlers, pian 
and an occasional cornet or banjo providing the music . 
the mid-1980's farming also became of increased im~ 
tance, with there being some evidence that a grist mill \ 
erected just below the falls on the West Fork of Dry Cn, 

Challenge Mills had a significant Chinese popula 
in the 1880's and 1890's, with the settlement being locc 
on the southern periphery of the town. Most of them ltv 

min8lS' and there is evidence of their workings along 
East Fork of Dry Creek and in the gulches of upper L 
Oregon Creek. By the early 1900's most of the Chines
the area of Challenge Mills had departed , one among a 
remaining being named Lum who lived alone in his ca 
on the West Branch of Dry Creek. 

Challenge Mills prospered mostly from 1870 to 18 
After the decline of Mr . Leach's lumber business seVE 
smaller sawmills were erected but they operated for oni 
few years. Much of the best timber of the area had bE 
harvested and the mines had "petered out" . Even mi 
farmers left, discovering that late spring frosts and the 
summers made farming a very difficult enterpise. E, 
though a Post Office was established at Challenge in 18 
the town steadily declined, with few new homes being b 
or new businesses being established. As of 1976, bu 
ings 85 years or older of Challenge include the front s· 
tion of the Challenge General Store, the Mellon HOUSE 
house opposite it across the street, the Wiley house and 
old home across the Highway from the liquor store. 

. . .......... . .......... .... , .... ........ . ....... .. .. ...... .... ....... ...... ...... . . . 


WOODLEAF 

The first settler of Woodleaf was Cha'Jle,s Barker wh, 
1850 put up a tent to harbor travelers, having mules c 
oxen for hire, the place being named Barker Ranch . I 
believed that those in seqJch of the fabled "Lake of Gold 
June of 1849 passed by Barker Ranch, among whom v 
Isaac E. Brown whose wagon collapsed at the ran 

. which in part was responsible for him making an offer 
the property which the owner could not refuse. Brown b 
a rough wood-frame building with canvas walls and star. 
a hotel and store called Barker House. He organize( 
company and constructed a road from his place to Mar 
ville the first road of the area. He remained only a little 0' 
a y~~r. selling out in 1851 to Amos Hill and Cyrus Jumr: 
moving to found the town of Brownsville. In 1856 Josep~ 
Wood and his wife Susan bought Barker Ranch and se 
plans were under way to erect a grand hotel. A two-sl< 
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View of Clipper Mills in 1909. Left: W. J . Schultz's store and 
barns. Right: Pine Grove Hotel. Proprietor: Peter Cornell. 
Photo (rom the Collection of Rufus J. Bean Courtesy o f Mrs. 
Flo rence Prater. 

Challenge General Store. Photo July of 1981 . Challenge Community Church. Photo: July of 1981. 
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buildi:19 of brick was completed in about two years with it 
being e'egantly furnished in mahogany and having velvet 
draperieb, Persian rugs and gas lights. The name of the 
place was changed to Woodville and it became a very 
busy place where stages stopped for the night. and where· 
miners, stockmen and ranchers enjoyed the luxurious 
accommodations. Wood also built a great barn which was 
large enough to stable 150 to 200 oxen, mules or horses at 
one time. The barn existed until 1949 when it was torn 
down. Thethird floor of the hotel was used as a ballroom on 
occasion, but principally servea 3S a bunk-room for miners 
and travelers who were unable to afford the elegant rooms 
on the lower floors. In 1860 a road knov'n as the Central 
Turnpike was completed, increasing the traffic to Wood
ville and necessitating the establishing there of a toll
house. In 1865 the Oroville-Woodville i=>ike was con
structed, which for an appreciable part 01 its length ran 
parallel to the Central Turnpike, an evidence of the greatly 
increased traffic and of the extensiveness of the trade be
tween Oroville and Marysville and the hill region of Wood
ville. 

In 1878 John C. Falck bought Woodville for $4,000.00 
and shortly built a beautiful ballroom, several summer 
houses, and established a coffin business. Among the per
formers at the ballroom was Lotta Crabtree. In about 1878 
Andrew M. Leach transferred his sawmill from Challenge to 
Woodville. As noted in the account of the hdory of Chal
lenge Mills, he originally constructed a railr03d frJm Chal
lenge to Beanville, which was later extended to deliver logs 
to his Woodville sawmill, the finished lumber being trans
port~d by flume 82 miles to the railroad at Honcut. In 1896 
Falck erected a fine two-story house which was attached to 
the toll-house. The exterior of this building was restored in 
the 1970's. 

The people of Woodville in 1898 petitioned for the es
tablishment of a Post Office and found that there was 
another Woodville in California, and that the name of the 
town would have to be changed. Following considerable 
debate it was decided that the name WOOdleaf would be 
suitable. The Woodleaf Post Office officially opened on 
July 6th of 1898, with Charles L. Falck becoming the first 
Postmaster. 

In the 1920's and 1930's Woodleaf underwent a 
change in operation with the hotel becoming advertised as 
a resort called Woodleaf Lodge, and with frontages on the 
road being divided into parcels called "Woodleaf Lodge 
Subdivision". However, though the grounds were land
scaped, and the facilities were improved, not a single lot 
was sold. When the property was finally sold to Sac
ramento Box and Lumber Company in 1942, only two small 
lots and the family home and one summer home were re
tained by the Falck family. There were great changes dur

~.J[lg the next several years, including the construction of the 
three-story sawmill complex, shops, mill pond, logging op
erations and the construction of many homes for the em
ployees of the great sawmill. The mill eventually employed 
between 250 and 300 men, and had an annual capacity of 
producing 50,000,000 board feet of lumber The mill oper
ated for twenty years, sustaining the economy of the com
munity, and when it shut down 1965, families moved and 
the settlement seemed to be destined to become a ghost 
town. 

However, in 196fl the purchase of the property by 
Young Life Campaign, a non-profit Christian Organization, 
which has been serving principally the youth of high school 
age for over thirty years, restored Woodleaf to its former 
glory. Recreational facilities were developed, the cook
house remodeled into a dining hall, and the family houses 
were refurnished ~o serve as guest houses for 250 people. 
The two small lots that were divided in 1942 wer" also pur

chased by Young Life, bringing together once more 
185-acre town . Woodleaf is in full use during the summ 
by Young Life, but also serves as a place for conference 
various groups and for outdoor education programs 
school districts during the balance of the year. 

HISTORY OF CLIPPER MillS 

The settlement of Clipper Mills traces its history Ir 
the time that a waterpowered sawmill was built in 1852 
Grizzly Creek, a short distance above what is now Clip 
Mills. This mill, known as the Pine Grove Mill, produ( 
the lumber with which a Mr. Plant erected a hotel which 
came known as the Pine Grove House. Soon after 
Enoch Plant built a store-building across the road from 
Pine Grove House. In 1855-56 a second sawmill, the C 
per Mill, was built by A. P. Willey and Elisha Scott at a c 
of $1,600. The mill, after a series of owners, was bought 
The Union Lumber Company, who also purchased the P 
Grove House. It is believed that the name Clipper Mills I 

rives from the fact that some of the machinery for the 
came around the Horn on a Clipper Ship, the mill be 
named Clipper Mills and the settlement which followed t 
ing the same name. 

Later the hotel was sold to Peter Cornell who wa~ 
owner when it was destroyed by fire. Just before 1874 
hotel was rebuilt by John F. Schultz, the upper story be 
a ballroom, where dances and Grand Balls were helc 
which people from the surrounding area came to dar 
and quadrille to violin and organ music. John Willey We 
frequent caller for the quadrilles. The hotel burned in A 
of 1917. 

It is thought that a Mr. Rice in 1852 constructed E 

claimed as a toll-road, a new road from Orolewa to Bar 
Hill which passed through Clipper Mills. 

For a time Clipper Mills had a significant ChinE 
population, most of them being engaged in mining on 
North Yuba River and its tributaries nearby. A Chine 
store had Sing Kee as its proprietor, who was a loved friE 
of the children of the area. Chu Sing was the last Chinarr 
to live at Clipper Mills. Bud Adams, a long-time resid 
and a member of a pioneer family of the area, when a b 
remembers Chu Sing, accompanying him on his once 
month visits to the Chinese Cemetery and to the J( 
Shrine where he offered roast duck, chicken and rice to ; 
spirits of the dead. 

A School District was established at Clipper Mill~ 
1868, with the first school building being located about 1 
yards west of the present Post Office. Later a second bui 
ing was erected nearer to Orolewa Creek and a thi 
which is still standing, was built nearby. The first teact 
was John Trewett. originally from New.England, and 'Iv 

was one of the first residents of Clipper Mills. The teact 
frequently lodged and boarded at the Pine Grove Hous 

A Post Office was established at Clipper Mills on J 
gust 13th of 1861. 

Descendants of two of the pioneer families, the Adar 
and the Beans, are still living in Clipper Mills . 

STRAWBERRY VALLEY 

The village of Strawberry Valley is located in a v 
pretty valley at an elevation of about 3,500 feet, the valle 
appears, being named by Captain Mock in 1851, '" 
came into the valley from Missouri Bar on the North YL 
River, and who was impressed with the number and qua 
of the wild strawberry plants found there. The men '" 
came with Captain Mock and Mock built a log cabin at t 
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Strawberry Valley General Store. Photo: July of 1981. Authentic 19th Century Hotel at Strawberry Valley. Photo: 
July of 1981. 

U. S. Forest Service station near Strawberry Valley. Photo: Home at Eagleville. Photo: July of 1981 . 
July of 1981. 
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north end of the valley where they lived while working 
Deadwood Creek. Later they built a larger cabin using the 
log cabin as an ice house, selling the ice in Marysville dur
ing the summer. Other mining claims, which proved to be 
the richest, were staked on Kentucky Gulch and Whisky 
Gulch. Among the early arrivals were four men from Ohio, 
who realizing the fact that Strawberry Valley was fQat be
coming a tradino cgnt~r for the surrounding area, built a 
large 1I00ei which they named the Columbus House. By 
1854 Strawberry Valley had three stores, one of them with 
a hall on the second floor where public meetings and 
dances were held. 

Miss Wyman was the teacher of the first public school 
which was opened in the Fall of 1858. A Sunday School 
was founded in 1860 and in 1867 the Excelsior Literary and 
Library Association was formed, with it later turning over its 
funds to the Good Templars with the understanding that 
the books should be used to constitute a free public library. 
In 1879 Strawberry Valley had grown to have a hotel , a 
large general store, a Post Office, a Wells Fargo Office, 
blacksmith shop, butcher shop, carpenter shop, Hall of 
Good Templars, school house, a library having 113 vol
umes, and about fifteen dwellings. The present General 
Store occupies a building dating from 1853. It for many 
years also was the Post Office of the community. 

From the late 1930's into the 1950's a sawmill owned 
by Jim Bollinger and Walter Grunberg operated in the vic
inity of Srawberry Valley. The Soper Wheeler Company, a 
firm widely known for not only its haNesting of timber but 
for its fine reforestation program dating from 1904, and 
which traces its business history back to 1859, had a saw
mill on Barton Hill about three miles southwest at Straw
berry Valley. 

An eye- and an ear-filling feature of the life of Straw
berry Valley extending from early years into the 1950's, 
were the cattle drives, when the cattle from the valley re
gions in usually June were moved to pasture in the moun 
tains above Strawberry Valley, to return to the lowlands in 
the early Fall . Many of the herds would make it to the Bean 
Meadows to turn in for the night. Among the cattle owners 
so moving their herds were: Milton Osgood, Jim Scott, Earl 
Swartz, Bill Rominger and the Thomas Bros. 

The U. S. Forest SeNice in 1958 had tent barracks and 
a cook-house a short distance above Strawberry Valley. 
Mary Lisk, who was the first woman cook in the seNice of 
the Plumas National Forest, prepared the meals for from 18 
to 22 men of the fire crew of the Station. In 1959 a new bar
racks and cook-house were constucted . 

The schoolhouse, which seNed the community Straw
berry Valley, still stands. In 1952 a Unified School District 
was formed, including the early elementary school district 
of Stawberry Valley, with the elementary school children 
since that time being transported by bus to Challenge 
where they attend the Yuba Feather Elementary School. 
High school students from Strawberry Valley and vicinities 
are also bused to Challenge where they change to another 
bus for further transport to Marysville. 

One of the more prominent of the pioneer families of 
the area is the Bean Family, members of which originally 
were at the early mining town of Scales, but members of 
which moved to Strawberry Valley in the 1920's. John 
Bean, a very lovable character; who was fondly called 
"Mayor of Strawberry Valley", was for many years the Post
master at Strawberry Valley. His wife, Nellie, was a teacher 
for many years, also helping as a clerk in the store and at 
the Post Office. In the late 1950's the Soper Wheeler Com
pany bought the various properties of the Bean Family, 
which included a considerable acreage of forested land, 
barns and the hotel. The hotel, the Columbus House of 

early years, is now unoccupied and stand awaiting t 

ture plans of its new owners who are part of the Your 

Association of Woodleaf. The Soper Wheeler Con 

has set aside a grove of large pine and fir trees as , 

dedicated to the Bean Family 


The post Office in 1963 was moved from its pi, 

the General Store to a room adjoining the Magruder t 

With Lillian Magruder being appointed Postmaster in 

It became a third class Post Office in 1974. The mail 

comes from Marysville, goes on to La Porte, with J 

Puterman having the contract since 1952. Previou~ 

contractors were Dave Hall and Mike Bustillos. The s 

became first motorized in 1918, except during the w 

when it became necessary to use horses with snow-~ 

drawing either a wagon or a sleigh. First drivers ( 

stages were Terry Reilly and Dan Boland. A great ba 

constructed that the stages could pass through i 

stands in Strawberry Valley across the road from tt

hotel. Two other barns were destroyed by fire in 19f 

was also the Saloon. Strawberry Valley has its cemetE 

land donated to the community in early years by JamE 


mingham. There lie many members of the pioneer fan 
of the area. 

LA PORTE, THE END 
OFTHEROAD 

The town of La Porte, which is located on a ride 
tween the watersheds of the Yuba and Feather river~ 
founded in 1850 as the result of a gold strike, it first, 
named Rabbit Creek. Among the earliest even!s we ' 
construction in 1851 of Siller's Water Ditch, tt-Ie con: 
tion of the Rabbit Creek House of Eli S. Lester in 185:< 
the construction in the same year of a log two-family ~ 
by Robert Bruce and Company which was occupied t 
Jacob Peters and Isaac Griffith families. Among the 
mining operations were the opening up of the first hil 
gings on Rabbit Creek in 1852, the claims of the S 
Boys and the Companies of O'Hara, Hilliard and He 
on the West Branch, and the claims of E. C. Smitr 
Company, and Newton and Company on the East Br, 
In 1854 Cutler Arnold became the proprietor of the R 
Creek House. By the middle 1850's several new hi 
had been built, and business houses were constrL 
which included a butcher shop, a tin shop, a black: 
shop, the express office of Everts, Davis and Compan· 
bank and express office of Wells Fargo, and the sawr 
Rigley and Company which was on the south side of R. 
Creek. 

In 1855 Madame Cayot built the Hotel de Fra[lcE 
Murray the Union Hotel, Jacob Peters a brewery, V. ( 
the EI Dorado Saloon, and Daley and Company a bOI 
alley. The Martindale Ditch was completed, supp 
water for more hydraulicking and ground slUicing ir 
diggings, and in 1855 a Post Office was established 
Eli S. Lester as Postmaster. 1855 also saw the first of s' 
disastrous fires to hit Rabbit Creek, which destorye 
most all of the business district. The year also witne: 
the debut of Lotta Crabtree in the entertainment worle 

Fires in 1856 resulted in the rebuilding of se\ 
structures using bricks made by Buell and Fuller from I 
clay. In that year H. C. Brown erected his brick store, ~ 
Conly began his banking business, and The Mour 
Messenger, which had its beginning at Gibsonville in 1: 
moved to Rabbit Creek, where it continued to be publis 
until it was moved to Downieville in 1864. In 1857, aft 
lengthly discussion, the name of the town was change 
La Porte in honor of F. D. Everts of La Porte, Indiana. In 
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year a 1 ,OOO-foot addition to the Rabbit Creek Flume, built 
by William H. Reed and J. M. Berry, was completed, which 
as followed by the construction of a 1 ,OOO-foot-iong branch 
flume up the East Branch. In 1858 B. W. Barnes completed 
his water system bringing water from a spring to the town 
in wooden pipes. By the late 1850's there were many 
Chinese in La Porte, their section of the town being a block 
east of Main Street. 

Mines and businesses prospered into 1861, but in that 
year on July 27th, almost all of the town was leveled by fire, 
with all of the business district being destroyed except a 
section named the Alturas Block. Fireproof buildings lost 
only their roofs . Fires struck again in 1869 and in 1871. 

In 1883 the Anti-Debris Act forced most of the hydrau
lic mines to close and hydraulic mining was not renewed 
un tit about twenty years later. However, the drift mines con
tinued to work until World War I. After the war many of them 
reopened and continued to operate until the start of World 
War II. 

In 1867 the Alturas Snowshoe Club was formed and 
great snowshoe-race tournaments became about the most 

Mining on Slate Creek using an early Bucket "Dredge". Photo: 
About 1908. 
Courtesy of Mrs . Jessie Modglin 

exciting events of the year. It is believed that these were the 
first organized snowshoe or ski races in the world. One of 
the participants in the Third Annual Snowshoe Races in 
1869 was the famous "Snowshoe" Thompson. 

In 1905, in another disastrous fire, La Porte lost most of 
its buildings on Main Street and China Town. tn a fire of 
1919 many of the buildings of Main Street except Cayol' 
Hotel were destoryed Then in 1922 most of the buildings 
on a section of the town named Aristocracy Ridge, except 
for the Primeau and Dr. Mussey homes, were consumed by 
flames. In 1968, in the morning of Christmas Eve, the final 
part of Alturas Block burned, the greatest loss being the La 
Porte General Store of Truman Gould . 

In 1964 through the efforts of the La Porte Water Dis
trict a landtrade with the U S. Forest Service was consum
mated, with the ringing of the old school bell on July 14th 
announcing the change of ownership of the whole town of 
La Porte, the residents at long last coming to have a clear 
title to their homes and land. 

Group of Snowshoe Men of La Porte. Photo early 1900's. 
Courtesy of Mrs. Jessie Modglin 
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Hauling logs to the mill at Clipper Mills, Frank Keith, Engineer. Photo: Early 1900's. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J Bean. Courtesy of Mrs . Florence Prater. 

\. 

W . J . Schultz's Store at Clipper Mills. Photo: Early 1900's. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J Bean. Courtesy of Mrs . Florence Prater. 
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Clipper Mills China Town -1905. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Prater. 

Sheep on the road passing Clipper Mills. Photo: Early 1900·s. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Prater. 
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Challenge U. S. Forest. Service Ranger Station of the Plumas Main building of the Young life Organization at Woodleaf. 
National Forest. Photo July of 1981. Photo: July of 1981. 

Home of "Bud" Adams at Oro lewa, on Adams Ranch. Photo: Clipper Mills Store and Post Office. Photo: July of 1981.July of 1981. 
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Wash day on the Yuba River below Clipper Mills. Photo: Early 1900·s. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Prater 

The Clipper Mills School in 1914. 
Photo from the Collec tion of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Pra ler. 
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Union Hotel , Restaurant and Bar at La Porte. Photo: July of 
1981 . 

Two old buildings at American House. Photo: July of 1981. 

Battery of Stamp Mill erected by Frank Reilly Chapter of the E Gold County Cafe and Post Office at La Porte. Photo: July of 
Clampus Vitus of La Porte at La Porte in July of 1981 . 1981 . 

361 



Main building of Soper Wheeler Tree Farm at Barton Hill. 
Photo: July of 1981 . Gold Cup Lodge on road to La Porte. Photo: July of 198 

Homes at Crawford Village. Photo: July of 1981. Swimming pool at Merry Mountain Village Resort. Photo: 
of 1981. 
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Marysville to La Porte stage at Clipper Mills in 1909. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Prater. 

First automobile in Clipper Mills. In car are Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Weed and daughter, Alice. Photo about 1910. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J Bean. Courtesy o f Mrs . Florence Prater. 
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Deadwood Falls near the mouth of Deadwood Creek near Clip

per Mills. Photo: Early 1900's. 

Photo from the Collection o f Rufus J Bean. Courtesy o f Mrs. Flo r

enc e Pra ter. 


Oro Lewa Hotel, Clipper Mills in 1910. 
Photo from the Collection o f Rufus J Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Pra ter. 
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large Sugar Pine at Clipper Mills. Photo: 1904. 
Shown are: C. W. "Bud" Adams and E. H. Adams. 
The tree was cut down in the early 1940's. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Florence Prater. 

On the Way to load lumber. Photo at Clipper Mills in 1910. 
Photo from the Collection of Rufus J. Bean. Courtesy of Mrs. Flor· 
ence Prater. 
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THE TERTIARY GRAVELS OF THE SIERRA NEVADA tiary lava probably at one time covered the entire qu< 
WITH rangle with the exception of the high ridge of bedrc 

PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO SIERRA COUNTY. which extends in a general north-northwest direction 
ward the Grizzly Mountains and Hough's Peak. Evidenc 

The following article is a summary, prepared by the of this great lava sheet are found on most of the high rid~ 
author of this book, of Chapter 7, headed: The Downieville which separate the many canyons which are so promin
Quadrangle, from Professional Paper No. 73: The Tertiary a part of the quadrangle. Eruptive centers of the volca 
Gravels of the Sierra Nevada of California, by Waldemar action are located near Mount Fillmore. Mount Inga
Lindgren - Department of the Interior, United States Grizzy Peak and Haskell Peak. 
Geological Survey - George Otis Smith, Director, 

GOLD-BEARING AREAS AND PRODUCTIONWashington, Government Printing Office, 1911 , but with 
particular reference to the Sierra County part of the Quad Gold is present to some degree in almost all of 
rangle : metamorphosed area of the quadrangle, but the gr 

GENERAL GEOLOGY masses of granite along the eastern margin of the qu 
The main geological features of the Downieville quad- rangle are practically barren, as are also the Neoci 

rang Ie are as follows: lavas, the central slate area and the old augite porphyrit 
The greater part of the western half of the quadrangle the Grizzy Mountains. The greatest mineralization and 

is occupied by a formation known as the Calaveras Forma- richest gold deposits are found along the great belt of! 
tion which is a general term used by the U. S. Geological pentine, and where this was crossed by ancient rivers t 
Survey to designate the older sedimentary rocks of the Au- are found to be almost invariably rich - the gold of the! 
riferous Skates series, which through the ages were exten- pentine contacts being thrOtJgh millions of years ero( 
sively folded , compressed, broken and impregnated with into the ancient rivers. There developed along this seq:; 
gold-bearing quartz, metamorphosed or otherwise tine belt relatively few great quartz mines, the gold occ 
changed, or decomposed. Major changes in these ing mainly in small veins and stringers along the contc 
sedimentary rocks in the quadrangle have consisted of in- of the serpentine belt. There is another gold-bearing be 
trusions by a complex dike of gabbro, peridotite and ser- significance which follows a quartz porphry dike fror 
pentine, which in some places is several miles wide, with point south of Sierra City for from 15 to 20 miles north"" 
an extension along the greater part of the western edge of to Johnsville . Here have been founded several gr 
the quadrangle, crossing into the Bidwell Bar Quadrangle quartz mines including the Keystone, Sierra Buttes, YOI 
a short distance southwest of Quincy in Plumas County. America, the Empire, and the Plumas-Eureka. 
South of the D()wnieville Quadrangle this great dike ex- Many millions of dollars worth of gold has b 
tends across all of the Colfax and part of the Placerville washed from the great Tertiary rivers and present ri\ 
Quadrangle, and it is generally known as the Serpentine and creeks in the southwestern part of the quadrar 
Belt. An extensive area of granitic rock extends into the west of a line from Downieville toward Quincy. It is E 

Downieville Quadrangle from the south, which is very evi- mated that from 1855 to 1871 a least $60 ,000,000 was ~ 
dent in Nevada County, but ends south of the North Fork of ured from the enormo'rsly rich gravels of the Slate Cr 
the Yuba. There are smaller intrusions of granite at Indian basin of the La Porte, Gibsonville, St. Louis, Howland 
Hill and Scales in Sierra County. and Port Wine area. A bank of gravel at La Porte yiell 

In the eastern part of the quadrangle there is a signifi- $20.87 per cubic yard. (NOTE: At the time of this Rei 
cant and almost continuous belt of old and partly altered [1911] a considerable amount of gravel suitable for \". 
augite andesite. East of this belt the massive granitic rock raulicking still remained in the western portion of the Do 
of the higher Sierra begins , which occupies the greater ieville Quadrangle, but, however, it being thought " 
part of the eastern margin of the quadrangle, with the ex- much of the gravel remaining probably being of 10 
ception of the northeast corner, where it is covered with grade than that already worked.) 
andesite and other lavas of the Neocene Epoch. There is Following is a Table of the cubic yards of gravel. 
a prominent dikelike mass of partly schistose quartz por- mated to have been hydraulickly excavated and" CL 

phry which extends from Sierra City in Sierra County north- yards estimated to remain in the basin of the North For 
erly to Johnsville in Plumas County. A great sheet of Ter- the Yuba River: 

HYDRAULIC GRAVEL IN TH E BASIN OF TH E NORTH FORK OF THE YUBA RIVER 

District Excavated Remaining 
Available at Ultimately 

present. available. 
La Porte af'ld-Spanishtown .......... : ..... ................... . .... . 10,400,000 800,000 800,000 
Gibsonville and Whisky Diggings ........... ...... .... ... ........ 2,500,000 500,000 500,000 
Howland Flat and Pine Grove ........................... .......... ... 1,850,000 1,375,000 1,375,000 
St. Louis , Greenwood and Grass Flat ................. . .......... 8,600,000 2,850,000 7,850,000 
Port Wine Ridge .......................................... .... ... .. .......... 1,600,000 500,000 1,000,000 
Poverty Hill . .................. ... .. .. .. ...... .. .... ...... ... .. .. .... .. ..... 2,250,000 4,000,000 5 ,000,000 
Morristown Ridge ................................ ........................ 5,000,000 100,000 300,000 
Scales and Mount Pleasant .................. ..... .. .... ... ... .. .. 4,050,000 30,000,000 60,000,000 
Brandy City ............................. .. ................... .. ... .. .. .... .. 10,800,000 6,600,000 6,600,000 
Grizzly Hill ... ................................................... ..... ........ 1,300,000 900,000 900,000 
Eureka North, Poker Flat, Chaparral Hill . . ......... 20,000,000 1,400,000 1,400,000 
Monte Cristo, Chaparral Hill and Craycroft .... ... 2,000,000 500,000 800,000 
Downieville, Sierra City, City of Six and Loganville .. 1,200,000 500,000 800,000 
Oregon Hill and Bullard's Bar.. .... ... .. .... .... .. 900,000 400,000 400,000 
Indian Hill ". ....... ..... . ..... ........... .. .......................... 4,500.000 8,000,000 8,000,000 
Willow Creek. Camptonville .. ..... .... .. . .. .. 5,800,000 3,600,000 3,600,000 

~~~~----~~~----~~~~ 

Totals 82,750.000 62,025,000 99 ,325 ,000 
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THE NEOCENE SURFACE 

- : The topography of the Downieville Quadrangle during 
Neocene times, it is believed, was one of decided relief, 
the broad uplands being furrowed by river valleys, and 
with the areas of the metamorphic rocks being more rug
ged than the areas occupied by granite. A great ridge, 
prominent to this day, traversed the quadrangle which di
vided the westward drainage of the ancient Yuba River 
from a large northward-flowing stream, of which there is no 
modern counterpart . A dominent feature of this watershed 
is the Sierra Buttes north of Sierra City, and the high ridge 
which extends north-northwest from it, and which after 
being interrupted by the present canyon of the Middle Fork 
of the Feather River, reappears in the north under the name 
of the Grizzly Mountains. 

The principal ancient stream of the area, which may 
be designated the West Fork of the Neocene Yuba, is read
ily traceable from Hepsidam and Gibsonville above La 
Porte down to La Porte, Scales and Indian Hill. The channel 
has a depth of from 100 to 130 feet and a width ranging 
from 1,000 feet to a mile in places , but with the hills rising 
steeply above its flood plain . Forks of this great ancient 
river occupied the present basins of Slate and Canyon 
creeks, with the main river being cut off by the present 
Feather River canyon. There are indications that a "down
throw" took place in the region northeast of Hepsidam, an 
early mining settlement located about two miles northeast 
o f Gibsonville. 

Several small streams, in the region of the southern 
part of the quadrangle, flowed in a general southward di
rection, to join another branch of the Neocene or Ancient 
Yuba, and along the eastern edge a stream flowed down 
from Meadow Lake by way of Milton, and it appears, con
tinued northward to pass by Chips Hill and Haskell Peak. 
There occurred a great dislocation following Mohawk Val
ley in Plumas County, which caused a "downthrow" of at 
least 2,000 feet , a northerly continuation of this depression 
being found in a deep valley along the eastern foot of the 
Grizzly Mountains . 

A study of the grades of these ancient rivers affords 
clues as to the dislocations and deformations undergone 
by the surface of the land during Neocene times . 

In the region of the headwaters of Slate and Canyon 
creeks important volcanic eruptions took place. Here are 
to be observed many places where masses of lava have 
been intruded in the gravels, one fine example of which is 
evidenced by a hydraulic bank at Port Wine, southeast of 
La Porte. 

THE MAIN CHANNEL FROM HEPSIDAM TO SCALES 

The main channel of the Neocene Yuba can be traced 
from Poverty Hill near SCales down to Camptonville, with it 
having an average grade of 100 feet to the mile, the least 
grade of 60 feet to the mile being from Poverty Hill to 
Scales, where the channel has a general southerly direc
tion . Evidences of the channel are found at Secret Dig
gings south of La Porte about a mile and a half, and at the 
lower end of the La Porte Diggings, the direction of which is 
north-northwesterly. From La Porte to Hepsidam the chan
nel has a deep covering of andesite tuff and clays. At the 
Dutch Diggings at the northwest end of La Porte, the main 
channel as exposed is about 500 feet wide and has sharply 
rising rims. T~ere is a "downthrow" of the channel between 
Bald Mountain, north of La Porte about a mile, and the 
Dutch Diggings. The Halsey Bore Hole, two miles north of 
La Porte, which is evidently in the channel, has the follow
ing log : Surfac e lava 26 feet; hard gray lava 119 feet; clay 
1 0 feet; black lava 120 feet; volcanic sand 2 feet; lava 39 

feet; quartz gravel 8 feet; gravel and clay 14 feet ; gravel 2 
feet; gravel and clay 10 feet; quartz gravelS feet; and then 
bedrock. 

Near the Clay Bank Tunnel, southeast of La Porte 
about half a mile , there was only 14 feet of gravel covered 
by 167 feet of clay. Up toward the Thistle Shaft , about 5 
miles northeast of La Porte and about a mile and a half 
southwest of Gibsonville, the clays increase in thickness to 
between 300 and 400 feet, being to a large extent, volcanic 
mud. At the Thistle Shaft the channel was 1,500 feet wide 
with sharply rising rims, the east side being especially so. 
At the Niagara Mine at Hepsidam the channel was 800 feet 
wide, of which a width of between 500 and 600 feet was 
drifted. 

This great channel has been mined almost continu
ously by means of drift tunnels from Gibsonville to Hep
sidam, a distance of about two miles. Near Bunker Hill the 
channel emerges to overlook the Feather River Canyon. 
South of Gibsonville the Feather Fork Gold Gravel Com
pany has worked it with success from the Thistle Shaft for a 
mile upward. In 1901 a tunnel was run a few miles further 
down about two miles northeast of La Porte where the 
channel had been located by means of bore holes, and 
good results were obtained . 

A study of the grades of this great channel are of the 
greatest interest. From Poverty Hill to La Porte the grade 
was fairly even and averaged 100 feet to the mile, but 
above La Porte there are evidences of great disburbances. 
A fault zone which is at least one mile wide, and which has 
a general northwest direction , crosses the channel at La 
Porte, the total "downthrow" on the east side is 55 feet. 
There is further evidence of the fault at the Spanish Dig
gings, about three-quarters of a mile southeast of La Porte, 
where the channel is depressed 200 feet. The general di
rection of the channel at this point was parallel to the fault 
line. The tunnel of the Clay Bank Mine was driven for nearly 
3,000 feet in a north-northwest direction to open a sup
posed channel in this vicinity. 

From the upper end of the La Porte Diggings, at the 
Dutch Diggings, the channel was mined by drift tunnels in 
a direction northwesterly for 500 feet , but at that point a wall 
of lava (andesitic tuff) cut off the gravel. The channel next 
occurs at the Halsey Bore Hole in a gulch draining into lit
tle Grass Valley. About a mile up the ridge the Feather Fork 
Gold Gravel Company opened up the channel by a long 
tunnel in an east-northeast direction. Two miles farther up 
the ridge in a northeast direction is the Thistle Shaft which 
was sunk in the early 1890's by the same company. The 
deepest bedrock at this shaft is at an elevation of 5,030 
feet, almost the same as at the Dutch Diggings. From the 
Thistle Shaft the channel has been mined upstream and 
was found to be very rich. From there up to Hepsidam the 
channel is easily accessible by tunnels and has been al
most continuously mined, the grade being about 200 feet 
to the mile. 

In the property of the Niagara Consolidated Mining 
Company, two miles above Gibsonville, the channel has 
been mined continuously underneath the ridge. By 1887 
the workings had advanced 3,900 feel. Under the summit 
of the ridge a sudden drop was encountered with the 
gravel being cut off sharply, which necessitated driving 
another tunnel 50 feet lower. Without much doubt this rep
resents the beginning of a second fault zone which de
pressed the channel on the Nelson Creek side by at least 
several hundred or a thousand feet. 

THE PORT WINE CHANNEL 

As earlier indicated, the main channel branches at 
Scales, the smaller fork being almost parallel to the main 
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channel and lying only a few miles east of it. The general 
course of this branch - which may be called the Port Wine 
Channel - is by Mount Pleasant, a short distance north of 
Scales Diggings, Bunker Hill, Port Wine, Queen City, Grass 

I : I 	 Flat, Gardner's Point, St. Louis, Howland Flat and Potosi. It , ' ~ is generally held that a channel exists between the Iowa 
Shaft and Bunker Hill just south of Port Wine. 

At Wahoo , on the eastern slope of Port Wine Ridge, 
and not far from Canyon Creek, a 700-foot tunnel was run 
due west where a small channel was found which was fol
lowed in a general north-northeast direction for 1,300 feet 
with fair results. And at Happy Hollow, about a mile north
east of Port Wine, a tunnel was run from the east side of the 
ridge for 2,000 feet in a westerly direction and which en
tered the Port Wine channel, or a branch of it, at an eleva
tion of about 4,780 feet. 

Bedrock elevations indicate that the La Porte fault 
zone continues southeastward across the Port Wine 
Ridge, but with a diminished "throw" of about 200 feet. 

OTHER GRAVELS WEST OF THE NEOCENE DIVIDE 

At Morristown and Craig's Flat on the ridge east of Ca
nyon Creek a section of a great ancient river channel has 
been extensively mined . And at Eureka, a mile and a half 
southeast of Craig 's Flat, a section of channel, which is 
without doubt a part of the same river deposit, has been 
worked . This Eureka channel can be traced to the ridge 
east of Eureka Creek, where it also has been mined, andI then across Goodyear Creek to the Monte Cristo and Ex
celsiormines. The course of the channel from Excelsior is a 1 

lL 
I matter of conjecture. The drainage was probably from 

Monte Cristo to Eureka as shown by the increased size of 
the gravel in the direction of Eureka. 

On Craycroft Ridge , across the canyon from the ExI 
I 	 celsior Diggins, are three sections of an ancient river chan

nel, and at Little Grass Valley above La Porte there is a con
siderable body of white quartz gravel under the country 
earth. At Richmond Hill, about six miles north of Gibson
ville, the gravel contains no lava, and at Sawpit Flat nearby 
it is reported that there is white quartz gravel under the 
black basalt. If true the channel is without doubt part of the 
Richmond Hill channel. 

L 
On the north side of the Middle Fork of the Feather 

River, about half a mile west of Nelson Point, there is a 
gravel deposit that was earlier mined by hydraulicking, 

L 
and on the south slope of Clermont Hill, near the summit, 
four miles west-northwest of Nelson Point, an English com
pany mined a gravel channel that is covered by andesitic 
breccia. Three miles northeast of Nelson Point on the slope 

L 
of the high ridge overlooking the Feather River, a tunnel in a 
northeasterly direction was run by the Nelson Point Placer 
Mine into a channel. It is believed that this channel may 
connect with the gravels at Spring Garden, three miles 
farther to the northeast. 

On the ridge north of Indian Valley and east of Canyon 
Creek are a number of gravel deposits which may be parts

L of a single subordinate channel, the southernmost occur
rence of which is at the Rocky Peak Drift Mine, about two 
miles north of Indian Village, the next evidence being on 
the west side of the volcanic cap at Bunker Hill, and

L another at latter place is about six miles southwest of the 
diggings at Morristown. There is no likelihood of any con
nection of the gravel at Mc Mahons with the great channel 
at Eureka as higher bedrock intervenes, but it is not impos

l sible that the channel at Eureka as higher bedrock inter
venes, but it is not impossible that the channel at Mc Ma
hons may have joined that at Scales. 

Gravels occur on the high ridge south of Downieville 
where they were mined by a shaft at the Pliocene Mine and 

by a tunnel at the Ruby Mine north of Table Mountain in 
ravine draining into Rock Creek. Two distinct channel 
have been found, an older one extending toward the Bal. 
Mountain Extention Mine near Forest City, and the youngE 
Iymg 116 feet lower which connects with the early Roc 
Creek Diggings and with those at the City of Six near tho 
head of Slug Canyon. This channel was tunneled throug, 
to Rock Creek Diggings and with those at the City of Si 
near the head Of Slug Canyon. This channel was tunnele, 
through to Rock Creek. The channel of the Bald Mountai 
ExtensiOr:l Mine has been extenSively worked from tunnel 
whose portals are on the south slope of the ridge. NeE. 
Cornish Ranch , on upper Pliocene Ridge at the Nebrask 
Dlggmgs on the north side of the ridge, and in the drainag 
of Jim Crow Canyon, the gravel has been mined on a larg. 
scale . 

GRAVELS EAST OF THE NEOCENE DIVIDE 

East of the Sierra Buttes and on a steep granite slop! 
south of Mohawk Valley there is a gravel deposit ~t an ele 
vatlon of more 7,000 feet, a large part of which has beeI 

eroded down the slope where some of it lies at an elevatiol 
of 6,600 feel. The gravel is overlaid by rhyolite . The next ex 
posure of this channel is on the rhyolite-capped spur 1 1 I , 
miles north of Haskell Peak, where there is a layer of fin( 
loose sediment overlying the gravel. At Chips Hill, threl 
miles northeasterly of Sierra City, there is some grave 
which may be part of the same channel. Here the gravel i: 
covered with rhyolite, which in turn is overlaid with andesi 
tic breccia. Just east of Chips Hill and on the east side of , 
spur is another body of gravel which may be connectec 
under the ridge with the Chips Hill gravel The gravel in thE 
Haskell Peak area is about 500 feet higher than that a 
Chips Hill. There can be no reasonable doubt that a grea 
displacement took place here. On the top of the ridge 
southeast of Sierra City about three miles, there is somE 
scattered gravel which is somewhat obscured by moraina 
material. It IS pOSSible that this gravel is a trace of the samE 
channel as that at Chips Hill . 
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