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TRANSIT ON THE MOVE 

Monthly Newsletter to Tell Progress 
On Transit Planning for East Bay 

Months and even years of planning for 
the time when public transportation in 
the East Bay would be aimed directly at 
satisfying the wants and wishes of the 
rider, is starting to payoff. 

A detailed, carefully constructed mass 
transit plan for all of the Alameda-Con
tra Costa Transit District is now being 
put togetl1er~by the l:!onsulting engineer
ing finn of De Leuw, Cather & Company. 
A preliminary report on their findings will 
be in the hands of the district directors 
early in July. 

T9 make sure that the engineers know 
exactly what the people in the various 
cities and counties in the district want 
in the way of mass transit facilities, a 
special engineering advisory committee 
is now in the process of being organized. 
The committee will include planning and 
engineering officials from the cities and 
counties who will be invited to work 
closely with the district's consultants. 

Public Review 

Once the mass transit plan is down 
on paper, the district will begin an ex
haustive review of the proposal, present
ing it at numerous public hearings, dis
cussing it at meetings with public agen
cies and other interested civic groups. 
The directors will be finding out what 
people think of their future transit net
work, what changes should be made in 
the plan. It is the directors' intention to 

mold the plan as closely as possible 
around the desires and wishes of the peo
ple and yet finalize a transit plan that will 
be self-supporting and not require a tax 
subsidy of the property owners in the dis
trict to operate the transit system. 

Standing out as a beacon is the gen
eral election next November when it is 
the intent of the directors to present the 
transit plan, together with any revisions 
that are made, to the voters of the district 
in the form of a proposed bond issue to 
buy operating equipment and commence 
district transit operations. 

Keep Informed 

As a result of this stepped-up tempo 
in transit preparations, the district is 
launching an informal monthly newslet
ter to keep community leaders and other 
interested citizens within the district fully 
informed of the current progress and 
status in transit plannning. 

The premise of the newsletter will be 
that a fully informed voter is an intelli
gent voter and will be more capable of 
correctly assessing the facts. 

Directors of the district intend that the 
plan they offer to the voters next Novem
ber shall provide the best transportation 
and the most transportation for all of the 
East Bay district at the lowest possible 
cost. The newsletter, to be called Transit 
Times, will tell over the months how the 
directors' intent is being carried forward. 







Horseless Buggies 
Take Bigger Bite 

The cost of driving an automobile 
10,000 miles will increase $76 this year 
over 1957 to a new high of $1,078. 

The boost, calculated by the American 
Automobile Association, was based on 
"fairly new" lower priced cars. 

Depreciation will jump from $514 to 
$565, the biggest single increase and the 
largest item in the motorist's budget. 
Only gasoline and oil expenses will show 
a decrease this year-from 2.42 cents per · 
mile to 2.39 cents. 

The association also listed these other 
increases: property damage, liability, fire 
and theft insurance, $103.40 to $116.71; 
license and registration, $17.68 to $19.16. 
Proportionate increases on a per mile 
basis were listed for maintenance and 
tires. 
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MO RE PEOPLE THAN EVER 
People are still flocking into Alameda 

and Contra Costa counties, according to 
the latest adding machine totals, and 
probably will keep it up for years to come. 

Population of Alameda County as of 
July 1, 1957, was 873,900, which was a 
gain of 12,000 over the previous year. 
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Contra Costa County's July 1 population 
was 356,700. This was an increase over 
the previous year of 11,100. 

By 1970, the San Francisco Bay Area 
Council predicts that there will , be 
1,233,000 people residing in Alameda 
County and 659,000 in Contra Costa. 
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