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JACKSON COUNTY. MICHIGAN. 

TOHN H. HUBBARD. 

It must be gratifying to the man who 
h3S ;t(l\"311Ccd beyond the meridian of a well
"'pcnt life to look back and contemplate the 
work he has accomplished. The men who 
fifty years ago, in the bloom of youth, set
tled in the dense forests of Michigan are 
now well along on the shady side of life, and 
many of them stili live on the farms which 
by their labors have taken the place of the 
forests. They have not made much stir, 
but the world is far better for their modest 
efforts than it is for the blatant zeal of some 
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\\,]10 pretend to helieve themselves entitled 
to the laurel wreath of fame. John H . 
Hubhard, the subject of this memoi r, \\"ho 
for fifty-three years has been a resident of 
Jar:kson county, is a native of the state ot 
New York, born in Seneca COUllt} • .l UBe 

27, r828. His parents were Joh n L and 
Sarah E. (Booth) Hubbard, she a native of 
Connecticut and he of New York, and it 
was in the latter state that they met and 
were married. By occupation he was a suc~ 
cessful, well-known and respected farmer, 
but he confined his sphere of usefulness en
tirely to his native state. Both died at the 
family home in Seneca county, he in Febru
ary, r859, and she in February, ,872. 
They were the parents of seven ch ildren, 
dz; Lewis, George, Elizabeth, Frances, 
Harriett, Laura and John R., of whom only 
two are now living, the subject and his sis
ter Harriett. The two older chi ldren died 
yotlng, each of the others growing to ma
tmity. receiving a good education and ac~ 

complishing much in life before being called 
to their eternal rest. 

In his native county of Seneca, John H. 
Hubbard was reared and grew to manhood. 
\\'hen twenty~two years of age he deter
mined to start out in the worM in quest of a 
fortune. \Visely he chose his locatioll, ami 
in the spring of 1850 he arrived in Jack
son cOl1nty, Michigan, having come by way 
of the lakes to Detroit. He had some money,' 
,vhieh enabled him to invest in one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, parts of sections 25 
and 26, V/aterloo township. The land 
was nearly all cleared and some improve~ 
ments had already been made upon it. The 
house was the popular farm structure of the 
period, a log cabin, but one that had teen 
weB built and was quite comfortable. His 
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domestic animals consisted of a team 0 E 
horses and a yoke oLoxcn and these served 
his purpose excellently fo r all of the {aml 

work. When an opportunity offered he add
ed forty acres to his tract, making it in 
all two ht\l1dred acres. In 1853 he built a 
neat. comfortable residence and soon after
wanl a substantial barn. 

l\Iarch 3J, 18S7, John H. Hubbard was 
united in marriage to Miss Fannie E. Quig
ley, a native of Jackson county, bom Feb
ruary 3, 1836, the daughter of Samuel and 
Elizabeth (Hanna) Quigley, the former 
being a native of New Jersey, while the lat
ter was a Pennsylvanian by birth. In the 
latter state they were married and soon 
thereafter, in 1833, moved to Michigan, lo
cati ng in Jackson county, and investing in 
a tract of government land in Napoleon 
to\\'n~hip. They were there only a few years 
when they sold out and purchased another 
track near Ackerson lake. There they re
sided until 1846, when they purchased a 
farm adjoining the village of Waterloo, in 
'Waterloo township. to which they moved 
and on which they resided nntil his death, 
which occurred November 7, 1860. His wife 
had then been dead about twenty-one years. 
They "'ere the parents of thirteen children, 
of whom Mrs. Hubbard was the eleventh. 
T he family was more intellectual and bet
ter educated as a whole than most families 
of the locality at the time. The subject's 
wife taught school in the vicinity of her 
home many years and !leverai of her broth
ers and sisters engaged in the same vocation. 
The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Hubbard 
was Isaac Quigley, who was born in New 
Jersey in '760, though he was probably of 
I·rish ancestry. He was a soldier of the war 
for indepen<1enc:e, entering: the Continental 

army when only a little more than sixteen 
years of age and served until the close of 
the war. He came with his son Samuel, fa
ther of Mrs. Hubbard, to Michigan in 1833. 
resided here until his death and his rema ins 
found a final resting place beneath the soii 
of Jackson county. He is' probably the only 
veteran of the Revolutionary war whose re
mains occupy a place in a Jackson county 
cemetery. The two leading political parties 
of his day were vVhigs and Democrats and 
ClS hehveen those two he chose to be identi
fied with the latter. His son Samuel was 
also a Democrat and the various members 
of the family were members of the Baptist 
church. 

A family of seven children were born 
to r-,{r. and Mrs. John H. Hubbard, viz: 
Louis F. married Martha Feidler, and they 
are the parents of one child, and reside in 
the city of Jackson; Eunice A. is the wife of 
DOll Beeman, a motorman in Ypsilanti, and 
they are the parents of two children; Belle 
married Dillon A. Rowe, a house decorator, 
of Charlotte, Michigan, and they are the pa
rents of two children; John L., a civil en
gineer of Jackson, ma.rried Minerva Snyder, 
and they are the parents of three children: 
Bert E., a conductor on the Pere Marquette 
rorro, married Eva Shelly, and they are the 
parents of one child, and reside in Grand 
Rapids; Harry W., who lives in Detroit and 
is railroaciing, ma.rried Miranda Vickory, 
ami they are the parents of two children; 
~1ay married W. C. Thomas. a carpenter and 
joiner of Jackson, and they have a family of 
two children. The children are all well edu
catecl. nearly ali having graduated from the 
high sthool. while Louis, Belle. John and 
Harry were teachers for a number of years 
in the public schools of the county. John 
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is a graduate in pharmacy of the University 
of ;"Iichigan at 1\1111 Arbor in the class of 
IS92. ,--\.11 developed a talent fOf music amI 
in this art the girls have become very pro
j-iciellt. l; pon the old homestead, purchased 
by th~ stlbject fifty-three years ago, he and 
his \I'orthy wife, the partner of his joys and 
sorrows for forty-six years, are spending 
the latter period of their li fe in contentment 
and comfort. He carries on mixed farming, 
the work being done under his supervision 
and direction. He has always been a thor
ough farmer and results indicate the suc
cess which he has attained. Registered Hol
stein cattle, fine-wool sheep, hogs and horses 
arc the favorite domestic animals of his 
raising. \\.'hile belonging to no religions 
uenDmination, he is a firm believer in re
ligion as a promoter of a good life and ptlre 
mo ral s. NT rs. Hubbard is a member of the 
~r ethodist Episcopal church and the subject 
is, with her, a regular attendant upon the 
services of that denomination. He is also 
a liheral contributor to the support of re
ligim1 and every other charitable and worthy 
work. In poiitics he is a firm believer in the 
Jeffersonian and Jacksonian principles of 
Democracy and in his earlier years labored 
zealously for the success and perpetuity of 
those principles. For six terms he served 
upo n the county board of supervisors from 
\V::lter loo township, was township clerk 
fo r::t numher of terms and is entitled to pre
fix to hi$; name the t itle of "Hon." if he 
chose to do so, by having represented 
Jackson county in the state legislature dur
ing the years of r86g-70. He and his 
worthy wife are the parents of a splendid 
family, and their home has always been an 
ideal American one, every member of it be
ing imbued with the true AmeriCan spirit. 
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